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1244 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

.   Adams. 

do 

Mr.  Seward's  cir- 
cular. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


.do . . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

do 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


do., 
.do.. 


-do., 
.do.. 


.do. 


1246 
1818 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

do 

do 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

do 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


Relations  of  Austria  and  Prossia.    Attitude  of  France  and  Great 

Britain. 
Fenianism  in  Ireland.    Protection  of  American  citiEens.    Release 

of  James  Smith. 
Thomas  E.  Blackwell,  an  alleged  Fenian 

Thomas  J.  Hynes,  an  alleged  Fenian 

Honors  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  Lewis  Cass 

Position  of  the  United  States  in  Europe.  War  of  Pmaaia  and 
Italy  against  Austria.  The  reform  bilL  The  British  cabinet. 
John  Bright  and  American  Institutions. 

Case  of  Captain  Freeman,  of  the  ship  Kentucklan.  Desertions  of 
seamen  and  their  treatment. 

The  Simonoseki  indemnity 


Reform  bill  in  Parliament    Resignation  of  the  ministry.    Feeling 

towards  the  United  States. 
Neutrality  of  Qreat  Britain  in  the  war  of  Prumlaand  Italy  against 

Austria. 
Dissolution  of  the  German  Bund.    Position  of  Great  Britain  on 

the  war  of  Prussia  and  Italy  against  Austria. 

Reform  bill  in  Parliament.    Suffrage  and  representation 

Resignation  of  ministry;   its  effect.    War  between  Piussiaand 

Austria.    Interposition  of  other  great  powers  probable . 
Thomas  Hynes  and  Thomas  J.  Hynes,  alleged  Fenians,  arrested  in 

Ireland. 
Colonel  Burke  and  Daniel  J.  Mykins  liberated.    Thomas  J.  Hynes 

detained. 
Venetia  ceded  to  France  by  Austria.    Proposed  armistice  between 

Prussia  and  Austria. 
Interview  with  Lord  Stanley,  the  new  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 
Colonel  Burke,  Daniel  J.  Mykins,  Patrick  J.  Condon,  Stephen 

Fan  ell,  Michael  Kirwan,  and  James  E.  McDermot,  alleged  Fe- 
nians, released. 
Mr.  Fox  arrives  at  Spithead  in  the  Miantonomoh.    Distingniijhed 

visitors. 
The  change  of  ministry.    Matters  in  Ireland 


Organisation  of  British  ministry.     Prorogation  of  Parliament 
War  between  Prussia  and  Austria  ended. 

The  Simonoseki  indemnity 

Thomas  O'Connell,  an  alleged  Fenian 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 


Patrick  Hasson,  an  alleged  Fenian 

Organisation  of  British  ministry.    Claims  of  United  States  against 

Great  Britain.    Depredations  on  American  commerce. 
Public  meeting.    Gates  of  Hyde  Park  closed.    Excitement  on  the 

reform  bilL 
Report  of  General  Banks  on  the  neutral  relations  of  t)i^  United 

States.  Digitized  byVjOOQ 


135 

136  , 

137  * 

137 
138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

142 

145 

145 
145 

146 

146  « 

147 

147 
148 

149 
149 


Thomas  Hynes,  alleged  Fenian 149 

The  Simonoseki  indemnity 150 


150  V 

151 
153 

153- 

154 

155 


156 

le 
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LIST  OF   DOCUMENTS, 
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No. 


•  1819 

♦  18520 
1823 

1248 

1249 

1824 

1253 

1258 

1259 

1260 
1835 


12C0 

liiTO 

3 

4 

7 

1835 


17 


28 

1875 


18T6 
29 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seword. 

do 

, do 


do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Moran  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


.do. 


I 


Mr.  Soward  to  Mr. 

Adamg. 
Mr.  Moran  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
3fr.   Moran  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

do 

Mr.  Moran  to  Mr. 

Seward. . 


Date. 

1866. 

July 

30 

Jnly 

30 

Aog. 

2 

Aug. 

2 

Aug. 

2 

Aug. 

6 

Aug. 

17 

Aug. 

23 

Aug. 

23 

Aug. 

25 

Aug. 

27 

Sept  14 

Sept. 

21 

Sept 

29 

Sept,  29 

Oct. 

6 

Oct. 

8 

Oct. 

13 

Oct. 

27 

Oct, 

30 

Nov. 

10 

Nov. 

16 

Nov. 

16 

Subject. 


Relations  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Claioas  of  the 
United  States. 

President's  message.    Disposition  of  Fenian  prisoners 

The  peace  between  Prussia  and  Austria.  Political  combinations 
of  European  states  and  rivalries. 

Canadian  affairs.  Adjournment  of  Parliament.  Cholera  in  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool. 

T.  £.  Blaclcwell,  an  alleged  Fenian.  Policy  respecting  the  habeas 
corpus. 

Consular  convention.  Protection  of  American  seamen.  De< 
serting. 

Arrests  of  naturalized  American  citizens  !q  Ireland  for  alleged 
Fenianism.  Release  of  Thomas  Hynes  and  Thomas  O'ConnelL 
Patriak  Hasson  still  detained ;  the  reason  why. 

Claims  growingout  of  depredations  on  American  commerce  during 
the  rebellion. 

No  citizen  of  the  United  States  now  under  arrest  nnder  the  act 
suspending  the  Judtea*  corpus. 

The  Simonosoki  indemnity 

Enclosing  summary  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  Great  Britain  for  damages  suffered  by  them  during  the 
rebellion  and  thereafter,  by  means  of  depredations  upon  our 
commercial  marine,  committed  on  the  high  scad  by  the  Sumter, 
the  Alabama,  the  Florida,  the  Shenandoah,  and  other  ships  of 
war,  built,  armed,  equipped,  and  fitted  out  In  British  porti*. 

Recovery  of  the  Atlantic  submarine  telegraph  cable.  Communi- 
cation between  the  two  continents. 

Claims  against  Great  Britain  growing  out  of  depredations  on 
American  commerce. 

Release  of  Patridc  Hasaon,  an  alleged  Fenian.  Every  American 
now  released. 

Important  meeting  of  the  Reform  League  at  Manchester.  Suf- 
frage, &c 

The  Atlantic  telegraph  cables.  Claims  of  the  United  States  grow- 
ing out  of  depredations  upon  American  commerce  during  the 
rebellion.    Article  in  London  Times,  October  4,  1866. 

Claims  against  Great  Britain  growing  out  of  depredations  on 
American  commerce. 

Reform  demonstration  at  Leeds.  Foreign  enU«tment  act.  Re- 
spect for  the  United  States.  Claims  growing  out  of  depreda- 
tious  on  American  commerce. 

Reform  and  representation  questions  in  Great  Britain 

Trials  of  citizenj}  of  the  United  States  in  Canada  engaged  in 
Fenian  demonstrations. 

The  Lord  Mayor's  dinner  at  London.  Claims  against  Great 
Britain  growing  out  of  depredations  on  American  commerce. 

The  rebel  loan  in  Great  Britain  an  offset  to  claims  growing  out  of 
depredations  on  American  commerce. 

Withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition  from  Mexico 


Nov.   17 
Nov.   17 


Adtion  of  Canadian  authorities  in  cancK  of  Fenian  priaonen* 

ClalmH  against  Great  Britain  growing  ont  of  dcpredationi  on 
American  commerce.    The  British  neutrality  lawaQQQ [^ 


LIST   0^   DOCUMENTS. 
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VII 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

4r 

i 
^ 

1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Nov. 

29 

[Telegram.!  Dlaavow  and  reject  arrangement  of  Meoov.  Morse 

212 

Adamg. 

&  GlbbB  with  Fraser,  Trenholm  &.  Co.    Mr.  Morte  to  come 

I 

home  and  make  explanatioilB  at  once 

BRITISH  LEGATION. 

1865. 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Dec 

15 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  war  vewels  of  the  United  States  vlrft- 

213 

Seward. 

ing  British  ports. 

Do 

Dec 

23 

Reciprocal  relief  and  transportation  of  American  and  British 

213 

seamen  In  distress. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

Dec 

27 

MulUplicatlon  of  consulat^^gents  of  the  United  States  in  BriUsh 

213 

F.  Bruce. 

North  American  provinces.    Consular  agency  needed  at  Ham- 
ilton. 

Sir  P.  Bmce  to  Mr. 

Dec 

30 

Reciprocal  maintenance  of  British  and  American  lunatics  in 

215 

Seward. 

asylums.                                                                                        . 

1 

1866. 

Sir  P.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Jan. 

5 

Case  of  Qeorgo  Holmes,  shot  to  death  by  a  sentry  on  board  the 

215 

Hunter. 

United  States  gunboat  James  Adger,  at  Colon,  Nov.  10, 1865. 

Lord  Clarendon  to 

Jan. 

19 

218 

Sh-  P.  Bruce. 

the  Shenandoah. 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr 

Feb. 

7 

The  Simonoseki  indemnity ..................................... 

221 

Seward. 

g 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

Feb. 

7 

Case  of  George  Holmes,  shot  to  death.    Investigation  ordered 

222 

F.  Bruce. 

therein.                                                                                             | 

Do 

Feb. 

9 

Case  of  the  Shenandoah.    Claims  growing  out  of  depredations  1  2*2-2 

against  Atnerican  commerce.    Further  discussion  unprofitable  > 

at  the  present  time                                                                          | 

Do 

Feb. 

10 

The  Simonoseki  indemnity ,  220 

Constraetion  of  the  extradition  treaties  by  the  United  States,  j  2-23 

Sir  P.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Feb. 

13 

Seward. 

Their  practical  effect  as  to  Fnmce  and  Great  Britain. 

Do 

Feb. 

16 

Expiration  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  (1854.)    lU  renewal  desired     224 
by  Great  Britam.                                                                             ! 

Do 

Feb. 

16 

Suppression  of  piracy  on  the  coast  of  China.    United  States  '  2-21 

requested  to  assist. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

Feb. 

16 

Reciprocal  maintenance  of  British  and  American  lunatics  In  asylums. '  2-2n 

F.  Brace. 

Do 

Feb. 

17 

Renewal  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  of  1854.    The  question  now  '  QQu 
submitted  to  Congress. 

Sir  P.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Feb. 

19 

Same  subject 2-2rJ 

Seward. 

1 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 

Feb. 

21 

Suppression  of  piracy  on  the  coast  of  China.    The  United  States  |  227 

to  Sir  P.  Brace. 

will  co-operate  therein.                                                                    1 

Do 

Feb. 

23 

Construction  of  the  extradition  treaties  between   the    United     227 

0 

States,  France,  and  Great  Britain.                                                 j 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

Mar. 

6 

Suppression  of  piracy  on  the  coast  of  China.    Co-operation  of  '  Q-2^ 

F.  Brace. 

the  United  States  therein.                                                                1 

Sir  P.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Mar. 

7 

Mutinies  on  Britbh  ships  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States.    The     228 

Seward. 

Jurisdiction  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Mar. 

16 

Same  mbiect ..     .....^. ....................................... 

231 

fcjfMAiv  au wj^wv  .................................................. 

Do 

Mar. 

21 

Case  of  George  Holmes,  shot  to  death  at  Colon.  Nov.  10,  1865. . . . 

232 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Mot. 

23 

Appointment  of  a  United  States  consular  agent  at  Hamilton.  1  233 

Seward. 

Canada  West    British  government  assents  thereto:^  ^r^n] 

[> 

Digitized  by  ^ 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
P.  Bruce. 

Do 


Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


Do.. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Brace. 
Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Suward. 


Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 


Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 


Blr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 


Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 


Date. 


Mar.   26 

May   S5 

May    25 

May    31 

Judo     2 

Jane     4 

Jane  11 
June  11 

Jane  14 

Jane  21 
June  23 

Jano  24 

Jane  25 

June  29 

Jane  30 
June  30 

June  30 

July     5 

July    10 
July    10 

July    11 

July    12 

July   13 

July    13. 
July    16 

July    16 
July  21 

July    25 


Subject. 


Gage  of  the  steamer  Qeneral  Ratk,  alias  Blanche.  She  is  held  to 
have  been  the  property  of  the  insurgent  anthorltieg. 

Gtrcnlam  to  goveraors  of  States.  Passports  to  citiEens  of  thd 
United  Statos. 

Case  of  the  steaintr  Qeneral  Rosk,  alias  Blanche.  Desires  to  tee 
the  documents  relative  thereto. 

Licenses  to  be  issued  to  fishermen  of  the  United  States  on  coast 
of  Canada. 

Shot  fired  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Fawn  at  St.  Croix  river.  Ex- 
planations, Ac, 

Licenses  to  be  issued  to  fishermen  of  the  United  States  on  coast 
of  Canada.  , 

Affairs  on  the  Canada  border.    Fenian  expedition  at  An  end 

Same  subject 

Shot  fired  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Fawn  at  St.  Croix  river.  Ex- 
planations satisfactory. 

Patrick  O'Malia,  an  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

Same  subject 

Licenses  to  be  issued  to  fishermen  of  the  United  States  to  fish  in 

the  waters  of  New  Brauswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  . 

Same  subject 

Appointment  of  United  States  consular  agent  at  Hamilton,  Can- 
ada West.     Britinh  government  absents  thereto. 

Patrick  O'Malia,  an  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

Rev.  John  McMahon,  an  alleged  Feulan,  arrested  in  Canada 

Appointment  of  United  States  consular  agent  M  Hamilton,  Can- 
ada West. 

Fishiug  licenses  to  be  issued  to  citizons  of  the  United  States  at 
Prince  Edward  Island  aud  oil  colonial  waters. 

Rev.  John  McMiihon,  alleged  Femao,  held  for  trial  with  others. . . 

Mediation  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States  in  affairs 
of  Hay  ti  and  Dominica. 

Some  subject.    United  States  declines  for  the  present 

John  Chapell,  deserter  from  the  royal  marines,  forcibly  taken 
within  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  conveyed  to  Cana- 
dian gunboat  Michigan. 

Code  of  interaational  marine  signals 

Affairs  on  the  Canada  border.    Fenian  organisations 

James  Diamond,  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

Patrick^'Mally,  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

Fishing  licenses  for  colonial  waters,  where  issued 

Contract  with  Canard  line  of  steamers.  Post  office  convention  of 
December  15,  le48.    I*ropo8al  for  a  new  convention. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


234 

234 

235 

235 

236 

237 

237 
238 


239 
239 

240 

240 

240 

241 
241 

242 

242 

242 
242 

243 

244 

244 

245 
246 

246 
247 

248 


LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
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No. 

From  Tfhom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

• 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

P.Bruce. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.Bruce. 
•      .  Do 

1866. 
July  26 

July  28 

Ang.     1 

Ang.     4 
Aug.     6 
Aug.     9 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  24 

Aug.  28 

Sept.    3 
Oct.    22 

Oci.    22 
Oct.    27 

Nov.     3 

Nov.   15 

Nov.   15 

Nov.  20 

Nov.  26 
Nov.  27 

Thomai  Elllg,  James  DiUon,  and  Carney,  alleged  Peniang,  ar- 
rested in  Canada. 

John  Chapell,  detierter  from  the  Canadian  gunboat  Michigan. 
Regret  at  violation  of  United  States  juriedictlon. 

Same  MUbipct.    Exnianation  iatJ^ffactorv  ....«r..T«i-r.....T....-T 

249 
251 
9IW 

John  Sheridan^  an  alleged  F^^nian,  arretted  in  Canada 

253 

Do 

254 

Do 

Rev.  John  MoMahon,  an  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

254 

•          *"'•---. 

Do 

256 

,           Do 

Rev.  David  F.  Lumsden,  an  alleged  Fenian    ipy,  anvsted  in 

Canada. 
The  Simonosekl  Indemnity 

257 

Sir  P.  Bruce  to  Mr. 
Seward, 

Do 

258 

Rev.  David  P.  Lumsden,  an  alleged  Fenian,  held  for  trial 

Patrick  O'Neill,  an  alleged  Fenian,  arrested  in  Canada 

258 

1 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 
P.  Bruce. 

Do 

259 

John  Sheridan,  alleged  Fenian,  arrettted  in  Canada 

259 

§         Do.'. 

Robert  B.  Lynch  and  John  McMahon.    Convicted  and  sentenced 
to  death  In  Canada.    Their  pardon  aftked  by  the  Unit4Hl  States. 

Navigation  of  China  seas.    Need  of  light-houses,  buoys,  Sec, 
therein. 

Robert  B.  Lynch  and  John  McMahon.    Their  cases  referred  to 
British  government. 

Same  subject ................................................. 

260 

# 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Sir  P.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

P.  Bruce. 

Do 

261 
262 
262 

f 

Same  subject.    Testimony  and  records  desired  by  the  United 

States. 
Same  subject ...........................................   ... 

263 

• 

Do 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

*>63 

Same  subject 

265 

• 
1 

FRANCE. 


197 

198 
326 

213 

336 

232 

234 

238 

241 
244 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 


do. 
do. 
do. 


1865. 

Nov. 

20 

Nov. 

20 

Dec 

9 

Dec 

11 

Doc 

18 

Dec 

26 

1866 

. 

Jan. 

4 

Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

12 

Jan. 

19 

R.  Thomassy's  salt  contract  with  the  insurgent  government... 

The  war  between  Chill  and  Spain 

Same  subject 

The  American  Emigrant  Company ., 

Protection  of  mall  steamers  of  tho  United  States  and  France. 
Payment  of  interest  on  bonds  of  the  Unitetl  States  In  Europe 


Reception  of  tho  diplomatic  corps  by  the  Emperor.    His  speech 
and  views  of  the  assaKgination  of  President  Lincoln. 

Abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. . ; 

Same  subject 

Tho  Simonoseki  Indemnity DigltizedW Goe^- 


266 

267 

268 

268 
269 
270 

271 

271 
272 
273 


LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


SnbjecL 


375 

S61 

265 
269 
271 
389 

391 

273 

276 

403 

281 

412 

423 

288 

427 


299 
302 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigolow. 
Mr.  Bigetow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 

do.... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
.....do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

do , 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 


303  ! do 

308    'io 

441     Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 

311  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

312    do 

445  :  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

450    do 

452  |.-..'..do 

tA  \ do 


316 
459 
320 
460 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 

to  Mr.  Bigolow. 


1866. 
Jan.    19 

Feb.     7 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  12 

Feb.  12 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  15 

Feb.  15 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  4 

Mar.  5 

Mar.  17 
Mar.   22 

Mar.  25 

Mar.    26 

Apr.  10 
Apr.    13 

Apr.  14 
Apr.  23 
Apr.  23 

Apr.  27 

Apr.  28 
May     1 

May  4 
May     7 

May     7 

May  10 

May  12 

May  16 

May  18 


Rio  Grande  expedition  and  capture  of  Bagdad,  Mexico.. 


Abolition  of  flavery  in  the  United  States,  and  French  Emandpa- 
tlon  Society. 

Same  subject 

Rio  Grande  expedition  and  capture  of  Bagdad,  Mexico 4^.... 

Decrees  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico.    The  black  flag C .. . 

The  Slmonoseki  indemnity 


275 

277 

277 
280 
281 


French  Emancipation  Society  and  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 

United  States. 
Decrees  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico.    The  black  flag .Vl 


Relations  of  France  and  the  United  States.    Protection  of  mail 

steamers.    PoMtal  convention.    French  army  in  Mexico.    ^ 
Rio  Grande  expedition  and  capture  of  Bagdad,  Mexico ....  ^ ... . 


R.  Thomassy's  salt  conUtu^  with  Insurgent  government. 


French  Emancipation  Society  and  abolition  of  slavery  In  the 
United  States. 

Same  subject ■ 

Deposition  of  Prince  Couza,  of  Romania,  D.  P. 


R.  Thomassy's  salt  contract  with  Insurgent  government.. 
The  Slmonoseki  indemnity 


KroigraHon  from  France  to  the  United  States 

Liability  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  military 
duty  in  France. 

Same  subject 

Passports  issued  by  governors  of  States  of  the  United  States.. .., 
The  Slmonoseki  indemnity 


Liability  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  military 
duty  in  Prance. 

Same  subject 

Oflfer  of  French  ^vemment  to  convey  United  States  mails  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz. 

Evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops. . .^i . .' 

Emigration  from  France  to  the  United  States 

Liability  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  military 
duty  in  France. 

Levying  of  re-ouforcements  for  Mexico > 


Relations  of  United  States  and  France  with  Mexico.    Its  evacua- 
tion by  French  troops.    Ue-enforcements  sent       *-* 
Same  subject 


Passports  Issued  by  governors  of  States  of  the  United  States.. 


283 

284 

284 

284 

285 
5»5 

285 

286 

287 
291 

297 
298 
298 

299 

301 
302 

303 
303 
304 

305 

306 

307 

308 


Digitized  by 
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LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
FRANCE— Continned. 


XI 


Xo. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


DAe. 


Sabject 


328 

336 
337 

338 

492 

493 
344 

349 

331 

352 
357 

358 
361 

516 

365 

366 
369 

370 
371 

372 

529 

530 

535 
374 

377 

:m 

539 
382 
544 
364 
545 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

do 


do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


....do 


Mr. 


do 

Mr.    Hay    to 

Seward, 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 


Mr. 


do.. 

Mr.    Hay    to 

Seward. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 


do 

Mr.  Bigt-low  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 


1866. 
May   31 

June  14 
June  14 

Juae  14 
Jane  30 

July  2 
July     6 

July  20 

Aug.    3 

Aug.  3 
Aug.  10 

Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  24 

Sept    7 

Sept  7 
Sept.  14 

Sept  19 
Sept  21 

Sept  28 

Sept  29 

Sept  29 

Oct  8 
Oct    12 


Relatrons  of  United  States  and  France  with  Mexico.  Its  evacua- 
tion by  French  troops.  t- 

RelatlonB  of  Hnyti  and  Dominica.    Mediation  of  France  therein. . 

Relations  of  United  States  and  France  with  Mexico.  Maximilian, 
Bazaine,  and  Santa  Anna.       ^ 

Some  subject    Debate  in  the  corps  legislatlf i 

Same  subject    Mexican  affairs...: / 


Relations  of  Hay  ti  and  Dominica 

The  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria.  Cession  of  Vonetia  to 
France.    Conference  of  belligerents  at  Paris. 

War  between  Pruiwia  and  Austria.  Cessation  of  hostilities.  The 
situation  in  Europe.    Papal  question. 

Same  subject  Preliminary  conditions  of  p^ce.  Policy  of  Napo- 
leon ILL 

Success  of  the  Atlantic  submarine  telegraph  cable 

Visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  France *. 


Same  subject  ...'. 

Same  subject 

Blockade  of  Mexican  ports  declared  null  and  void  by  President's 

proclamation.        u- 
Treaty  of  peace  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  signed  and  ratified 

at  Prague,  August  23,  1866.    The  French  cabinet 

Political  and  financial  relations  of  France  and  Mexico... ir: 

Convention  between  France  and  Mexico.    The  relations  of  the 

two  countries. 

The  situation  in  Europe.    The  Gkrman  qnestion 

Mexican  securities.    Withdrawal  of  French  troops  from  Mexico. . 


Same  subject . 


Resignation  of  Mr.  Bigelow  and  appointment  of  General  John  A. 
Dix, 

Relations  of  France  and  the  United  States  ^vlth  Mexico.  With- 
drawal of  French  troops.  ^ 

Same  subject l.i 

Same  subject i 


306 

309 
310 

310 
331 

332 
332 

333 

334 

336 
336 

337 
338 
333 

339 

340 
348 

353 
356 

357 

358 

358 

359 
359 


Oct 

19 

Oct. 

19 

Oct 

19 

Nov. 

6 

Nov. 

6 

Nov. 

8 

Nov. 

9 

Case  of  the  sclioouer  William  L.  Richardson 360 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Bigelow  and  appointment  of  Qeneral  John  A. 

Dix. 
Situation  in  Europe  and  German  question 


Marqula  de  Montholon  to  be  replaced  at  Washington  by  Mr.  Ber- 

themy. 
Case  of  the  schooner  William  L.  Richardson 


Relations  of  France  and  United  States  with  Mexico.    Withdrawal 

of  French  troops.      * 
Same  subject i 
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Googl( 


362 
962 
363 
363 
364 
365 
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No. 


550 


387 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

Do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


FRENCH  LEGATION. 

Marqnis  de  Montho- 
loD  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mar- 
qnis  de  Moutholon. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Marqnis  dc  Montho- 
lon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Moustier  to  Mar- 

quIgdeMontholoD. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mar- 

qoii}  de  Montholon. 

Do 


Date. 

18€6. 

Nov. 

23 

Nov. 

30 

Nov. 

30 

Dec 

3 

1865. 

Sept  30 

]«66. 

Feb. 

26 

Mar. 

22 

April  25  I 

June 

7 

Aug. 

16 

Sept 

28 

Oct 

3 

Oct 

13 

Oct. 

15 

Oct 

16 

Oct 

27 

Nov. 

12 

Subject 


[Telegram.]    Same  subject. 


[Telegram.]    Occupation  of  Matamoraa VT. , 

Relations  of  France  and  United  States  with  Mexico.   Occupation 

of  Matamoras.            "^ 
S ame  subjec  t t*. , 


French  merchant  ship  Leverrier  . 


Same  subject  . 


Mexican  steamer  Seflorita , 

Evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French fc 

French  merchant  ship  Leverrier 

French  GenertUs  Osmont  and  Friant  In  the  cabinet  6fMaxlraillan. 
International  marine  signals.     A  code  for  same 


Disposition  of  literary  and  artitttic  property.  Law  of  July  14, 1866. 

Tonnage  dues  in  France.    Regulations  respecting  the  same 

Abolition  of  tax  on  passports  in  France 

Evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French.    Views  of  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon.        ^ 
Abolition  of  tax  on  passports  in  Franco 


Tonnage  dues  in  France.    Regulations  respecting  the  same  . 


367 


368 


369 


3T0 

378 
378 
379 
381 
382 

383 
38o 
386 
387 

388 

388 


RUSSIA. 


100 
101 
102 
104 
191 

106 

107 
201 


Mr.   Clay   to   Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

do 

do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
Mr.  Clay   to    Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
Mr.   Clay    to   Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seitard  to  Mr. 

Clay. 


1865. 

Oct 

17 

Oct 

29 

Oct 

29 

Dec 

28 

1866. 

Jan. 

31 

Feb. 

6 

Feb. 

7 

Feb. 

7 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

28 

Mar. 

6 

Mar. 

12 

Mar. 

12 

April 

9 

The  cholera  in  Europe.    The  cattle  plague j  389 

Suffrage  and  naturalization  in  the  United  States ;  3i»^ 

The  cattle  plague i  390 

Situation  of  the  United  States,  how  viewed  in  Europe.    Our  for-     391 
eigu  rel^ions.    Suffrage  and  naturalization. 


Benjamin  Goldberg,  held  to  military  service  in  Poland. . 


391 


Reception  given  to  the  United  States  legation  by  the  mayor  of  j  392 
MoMCow.  j 

Reconstruction  of  the  Union 401 

Finances  of  the  United  Stales I  403 

Anniversary  dinner  of  the  Marine  Assembly I  402 

Same  subject (403 

Reception  given  to  the  United  States  legation  by  the  mayor  of  j  406 

Moscow. 
Anniversary  of  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor,  festivities,  &c 406 

Politics  at  home.    He  stands  by  the  President 412 

Anniversary  of  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor,  festivities,  &c |  412 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIc 


LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
RUSSIA— Continued. 


XIII 


Ko. 

Prom  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

1 

1!0 

Mr.   Clay   to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  SowardtoMr. 

Clay. 
do 

1866. 
April  22 

May     3 

May   28 

May   31 

July   14 
Aug.   17 

Aug.  84 

Aug.  30 

Sept  13 
Sept  24 

Oct      8 

Sept  3U 

Attf^mpt^  awMumlnatlon  of  the  Emperor- r.r r^r ^-. 

41*? 

SOS 

Same  snblect   ................................................. 

413 

Sll 

Joint  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  the  attempted  assassin*' 
tton  of  the  Emperor  of  Bustila. 

Stanislas  PongposkL    The  question  of  naturalization 

413 

112 
116 

Mr.  CUy   to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

414 
416 

919 

The    Emperor    to 

the  President 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
Mr.    Clay  to   Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
Mr.    Clay  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Pox   to    Mr. 

Seward. 

Reply  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  to  the  Joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. 
Stanislas  Pong^ki.     The  qucstinn  of  natiiralizAtion 

416 
416 

117 
120 

Mr.  O.  V.  Pox  presents  (he  joint  resolution  of  Congren  to  the 

Emperor. 
Grand  dinner  to  the  Americans  by  the  Russian  Club 

417 
418 

1282 

Mr.  Fnir'*  mliwlnn  tn  Rnaalii.  . 

422 

121 

RecepUon  of  Mr.  Pox  In  Russia.    Attentions  paid  to  the  United 

States  squadron. 
Mr.  Pox's  account  of  his  reception  in  Russia 

422 

4<^ 

Russian  account  of  Mr.  Fox's  visit  to  Rustda 

439 

THE  NETHERLANDS. 


183 


183 


1865. 

Mr.    Pike   to   Mr. 

Dec     6 

Seward. 

do 

Dec.   13 

Mr.  Rhodes  to  Mr. 

1886. 
Oct    27 

Seward. 

do 

Nov.  29 

The  cattle  plague 

Political  and  financial  situation  of  Europe  and  Great  Britain  .... 

The  Luxembourg  question.    Abolition  of  slavery  In  Java 

The  Luxembourg  question 


459 
460 
461 
462 


CHINA. 


6 
8 
9 
10 
18 


Mr.WilUamstoMr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  WUUamstoMr. 

Seward. 
do 

do 

do 


..do  . 


1865. 

Sept 

5 

Oct 

5 

Oct. 

6 

Oct 

14 

Oct 

24 

Nov. 

6 

Case  of  General  Burgevine  . 


Tonnage  dues  and  trade. . 


The  rebellion  In  China.  Apportionment  of  lands  among  the  poor. 
The  telegraph. 

Employment  of  American!  and  other  foreigners  in  the  customs 
service  of  China. 

Need  of  American  consulates  In  China ;  the  consuls  and  other  em- 
ployes to  acquire  the  language.  Appropriations  for  consular 
clerks. 

Edict  respecting  the  propagation  of  Christianity  by  the  govern- 
ment Murder  of  Mr.Mabileau,  a  French  priest,  at  Yuyanchau. 
The  recent  trestles  with  Chiniu  ^.g.^.^^^  ^^  GoOgl 


473 


474 


475 


476 


484 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
towhooL 


Date. 


Subject. 


16 

116 
156 
19 

SO 

159 

S3 

S3 

24 
117 

25 

24 

27 

28 
31 

161 

162 
30 

32 

33 

165 
35 
33 
36 


Mr.  WiUiamstoMr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Barlingame  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
BarllDgame. 

Mr.  WiUiamstoMr. 
Seward. 


..do  ... 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Barlingame. 
Mr.  WUUamstoMr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  P.  W.  Seward 

toMr.  WlUiami. 

do 

Mr.  Burlingameto 

Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

WiUlamg. 
Mr.WilliomBtoMr. 

Seward. 
do 


1865. 
Nov.  23 


Dec     1 


Dec   15^ 


Wbeaton's  international  law  published  and  translated  into  the 
Chinese.  Foreign  intercourse  Geography  and  maps  of  Sen- 
kiyu;  his  other  works. 

Pirates  in  the  Chinese  waters 


do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Williams. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burlingame. 

do 

Mr.  WiUiamstoMr. 

Seward. 
do 


.do  . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

WilUams. 
Mr.  Williams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Williams. 
Mr.  WiUiamstoMr. 

Seward. 


A  diplomatic  representative  from  China  to  the  United  States. 


Dec   26 


1866. 
Jan.     6 


Jan.    39 

Jan.    31 

Feb.   21 

Feb.  24 
Feb.   28 

Mar.     6,. 

Mar.   10' 

AprU    3 


April    6 
April    7 

April    9 

AprU  9 
April  12 

May    12^ 

May   21 

May  26  < 
June  13 
July  30 
Aug.    5 


^Relations  of  the  United  States  and  China.  The  Foreign  Office. 
The  distinguished  geographer  Senklyu;  his  friendliness  to 
Americans. 

No  American  rebels  in  China.    Municipal  regulations  of  Peking. 

Policy  of  Great  Britain  in  China.    Co-operation  of  France  and 

Great  Britain  with  the  United  States  in  China. 
The  Osborne  flotUla 


485 


486 


467 


486 


489 


490 


Tonnage  dues  in  Japan  and  Saigon  extended  to  American  vessels . .    490 
Pirates  in  the  Chinese  waters.    Instructions  to  our  naval  officers. .   490 


Relations  of  Portugal  and  China 

Suggestions  relating  to  China.  Tlie  college  biU.  A  legation  m 
China.    A  squadrou  in  China  seas.    Chinese  emigration. 

Wheaton's  international  law  reprinted  in  Japan.  The  distinguished 
geographer  Senklyu. 

A  Chinese  agent  sent  to  foreign  powers  having  treaties  with  China ; 
also  to  visit  the  United  States. 

Regulations  for  the  CooUe  traffic  Treaty  with  Portugal  and 
China.  The  consular  system.  Legislation.  Convention  to 
regulate  the  engagement  of  China  emigrants  by  British  and 
French  subjects. 

The  crises  of  General  Burgevlne  and  General  Ward,  Americans . . . 

Municipal  regulations  of  Peking.  Co-operation  of  Grout  Britain 
and  France  with  the  United  States  in  China. 

The  United  States  squadron  in  Chinese  waters  as  large  as  con- 
venient at  this  time. 

Regulations  for  the  Coolie  traffic 

Desecration  of  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau 


Rights  of  foreigners,  by  treaty,  to  carry  their  steamers  through  the 
internal  waters  of  China.    Prince  Kung  on  piracy. 

Attacks  upon  Mr.  Knight  at  Niuchwang  by  armed  ruffians. 
Protection  of  American  citizens ;  action  of  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment thereon. 

The  Chinese  agent  sent  to  foreign  powers 


Pirates  in  the  China  seas.    Instruct  ions  to  our  naval  officers.     Im- 
proper use  of  the  United  States  flagon  the  river  Yang-tse  kiang. 
Desecration  of  the  American  ci-metery  at  Tangchau 


Municipal  regulations  at  Shanghai. 
tion  i  his  views  on  the  f 


The  riglemcnta  dtorganita- 


491 
492 


494 


404 


495 


503 

506 

506 

506 
507 

510 

514 

519 
519 
528 
528 
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LIST   OP  DOCUMENTS. 
CHINA—Continuod 


XV 


Ko. 

Prom  wbom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

1 

1866. 

34 

air.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Williams. 

Aug.    7 

Rights  of  foreigners,  by  treaty,  to  carry  their  steamers  through 
the  internal  waters  of  China. 

536 

37 

Mr.WilliamitoMr. 
Seward.          , 

Aug.    8 

Execution  of  two  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  nUie  priests,  and  native 
Christians  at  Corea ;  action  of  the  French  admiral. 

536 

38 

do 

Aug.  10 
Aug.  15 

D^tVK'Tation  <Vf  the  American  com*^terv  at  Tanorchau  ......   . .   . 

5.*i7 

39 

do 

Attacks  upon   Mr.  Knight  at    Nluchwang  by  armed  ruffians; 
their  arrest  and  trial    Need  of  efficient  interpreters  in  the  con- 
sular service. 

546 

35 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Williama. 

Aug.  15 

Same  subject,  with  instructions  thereon 

5^ 

■ 

40 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Aug.  18 

Saitfe  subject    The  Wachusett  at  Nluchwang '  555 

170 
119 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burlingame. 
Mr.  BnrUagame  to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Aug.  21 
Sept  19 

Regulations  for  the  Coolie  traffic.    Instructions  to  United  States 

consuls  thereon. 
Returns  to  his  post    Trade.    Visit  to  the  Gorogio.    The  sltua- 

tion. '  The  Foreign  Office  and  its  Influence.  ^  Interview  with 

the  British  and  American  admirals. 

557 

43 

Mr.WiUiamttoMr. 
Seward. 

Oct      1 

nage  dues. 

558 

130 

Mr.  Barlingame  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Oct      6 

The  typhoon  of  September  15  on  the  coast  of  Japan ;  currents 
and  winds. 

561 

173 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bariingame. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

WUlIama. 
do 

Oct      8 
Nov.   16 
Nov.  20 

Improper  use  of  Ihe  United  States  flag 

5fi3 

37 
38 

Execution  of  two  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  nine  priests,  and  native 

Chri^ans,  at  Corea;  action  of  the  French  admiral 
Deifocration  of  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau  - 

563 

SPAIN. 


12  '  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
I      Halo. 

15  Mr.   Hale   to   Mr. 

Seward. 

16   do , 

18  I do 

21  t do , 

19  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hale. 

24     Mr.   Hale   to   Mr. 
Seward. 

30  '  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Hale. 
Mr.    Hale   to   Mr. 
Seward. 

34] do 

33  I  Mr.  Seward  toMr. 
I     Hale. 


1865. 

Dec 

11 

1866. 

Jan. 

9 

Jan. 

18 

Jan. 

30 

Jan. 

30 

Mar. 

1 

Mar. 

26 

May 

23 

May 

31 

June 

24 

July 

7 

Relations  of  Spain  to  Chill     Desire  of  the  United  States  for 
peace  between  them. 


Insurrection  in  Spain  under  the  lead  of  General  Prim., 


Same  subject 
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MESSAGE. 


Fellow-citizenn  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rrpreseniatwes : 

After  a  brief  interval  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  resumes  its  annual 
legislative  labors.  An  all- wise  and  merciful  Providence  has  abated  the  pesti- 
lence which  visited  our  shores,  leaving  its  calamitous  traces  upon  some  portions 
of  our  country.  Peace,  order,  tranquillity,  and  civil  authority  have  been  formally 
declared  to  exist  throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States.  In  all  of  the 
States  civil  authority  has  superseded  the  coercion  of  arms,  and  the  people,  by 
their  voluntary  action,  are  maintaining  their  governments  in  full  activity  and 
complete  operation.  The  enforcement  of  the  Uws  is  no  longer  **  obstructed  in 
any  State  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course 
of  judicial  proceedings;*'  and  the  animosities  engendered  by  the  war  are  rapidly 
yielding  to  the  beneficent  influences  of  our  free  institutions,  and  to  the  kindly 
effects  of  unrestricted  social  and  commercial  intercourse.  An  entire  restoration 
of  fraternal  feeling  must  be  the  earnest  wish  of  every  patriotic  heart;  and  we 
will  have  accomplished  our  grandest  national  achievement  when,  forgetting  the 
sad  events  of  the  past,  and  remembering  only  their  instructive  lessons,  we  resume 
our  onward  career  as  a  free,  prosperous,  and  united  people. 

In  my  message  of  the  4th  of  December,  1865,  Congress  was  informed  of  the 
measures  which  had  been  instituted  by  the  Executive  with  a  view  to  the  gradual 
restoration  of  the  States  in  which  the  insurrection  occurred  to  their  relations  with 
the  general  government.  Provisional  governors  had  been  appointed,  conventions 
called,  governors  elected,  legislatures  assembled,  and  senators  and  representa- 
tives chosen  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Courts  had  been  opened  for 
the  enforcement  of  laws  long  in  abeyance.  The  blockade  had  been  removed, 
custom-houses  re-established,  and  the  internal  revenue  laws  put  in  force,  in  order 
that  the  people  might  contribute  to  the  national  income.  Postal  operations  had ' 
been  renewed,  and  efforts  were  being  made  to  restore  them  to  their  former  condi- 
tion of  efficiency.  The  States  themselves  had  been  asked  to  take  part  in  the 
high  function  of  amending  the  Constitution,  and  of  thus  sanctioning  the  extinction 
of  African  slavery  as  one  of  the  legitimate  results  of  our  internecine  struggle* 
Having  progressed  thus  far,  the  Executive  department  found  that  it  had  ac- 
complished nearly  all  that  was  within  the  scope  of  its  constitutional  authority. 
One  thing  however,  yet  remained  to  be  done  before  the  work  of  restoration 
could  be  completed,  and  that  was  the  admission  to  Congress  of  loyal  senators 
and  representatives  from  the  States  whose  people  had  rebelled  against  the 
lawful  authority  of  the  general  government.  This  question  devolved  upon  the 
respective  houses,  which,  by  the  Constitution,  are  made  the  judges  of  the  eke- 
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tionB,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  their  own  roembertt;  and  its  consideration  at 
once  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Executive  department — no  other  plan  having  been  pro- 
posed by  Congress — continued  its  efforts  to  perfect,  as  far  as  was  practicable* 
the  resl oration  of  the  proper  relations  between  the  citizens  of  the  respective 
States,  the  States,  and  the  federal  government,  extending,  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  public  interests  seemed  to  require,  the  judicial,  revenue,  and  postal  systems 
of  the  country.  With  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  necessary 
officers  were  appointed,  and  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  payment 
of  their  salaries.  The  proposition  to  amend  the  federal  Constitution,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  existence  of  slavery  within  the  United  States  or  any  place  subject 
to  their  jurisdiction,  was  ratified  by  the  requisite  number  of  States;  and  on  the 
18th  day  of  December,  1865,  it  was  officially  declared  to  have  become  valid  as  a 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  All  of  the  States  in  which  the 
insurrection  had  existed  promptly  amended  their  constitutions,  so  as  to  make 
them  conform  to  the  great  change  thus  effected  in  the  organic  law  of  the  land ; 
declared  null  and  void  all  ordinances  and  laws  of  secession ;  repudiated  all  pre- 
tended debts  and  obligations  created  for  the  revolutionary  purposes  of  the  in- 
surrection ;  and  proceeded,  in  good  faith,  to  the  enactment  of  measures  for  the 
protection  and  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  colored  race.  Congress, 
however,  yet  hesitated  to  admit  any  of  these  States  to  representation ;  and  it 
jwas  not  until  towards  the  close  of  the  eighth  month  of  the  session  that  an  ex- 
.ception  was  made  in  favor  of  Tennessee,  by  the  admission  of  her  senators  and 
representatives. 

I  deem  it  a  subject  of  profound  regret  that  Congress  has  thus  far  failed  to  ad- 
mit to  seats  loyal  senators  and  representatives  from  the  other  States,  whose  in- 
habitants, wiih^those  of  Tennessee,  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion.  Ten  States — 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number — remain  without  representation ;  the 
seats  of  fifty  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  twenty  members 
in  the  Senate  are  yet  vacant — not  by  their  own  consent,  not  by  a  failure  of  elec- 
tion, but  by  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  accept  their  credentials.  Their  admission, 
it  is  believed,  would  have  accomplished  much  towards  the  renewal  and  strength- 
ening of  our  relations  as  one  people,  and  removed  serious  cause  for  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States.  It  would  have  accorded  with  the 
great  principle  enunciated  in  the  declaration  of  American  independence,  that 
no  people  ought  to  bear  the  burden  of  taxation,  and  yet  be  denied  the  right 
of  tepresentation.  It  would  have  been  in  consonance  with  the  express  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution,  that  ''  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representa- 
tive," and  "  that  no  State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal 
suffrage  in  the  Senate."  These  provisions  were  intended  to  secure  to  every 
State,  and  to  the  people  of  every  State,  the  right  of  representation  in  each  house 
of  Congress ;  and  so  important  was  it  deemed  by  the  fiamers  of  the  Constitution 
that  the  equality  of  the  States  in  the  Senate  should  be  preserved,  that  not  even 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  any  State,  without  its  consent,  be  de- 
nied a  voice  in  that  branch  of  the  national  legislature. 
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« 

It  IB  tnie,  it  has  been  assumed  that  the  existence  of  the  States  was  termi- 
nated by  the  rebellions  acts  of  their  inhabitants,  and  that  the  insurrection  having 
been  suppressed,  they  were  thenceforward  to  be  considered  merely  as  conquered 
territories.  The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment have,  however,  with  great  distinctness  and  uniform  consistency,  refused  to 
sanction  an  assumption  so  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  republican  system 
and  with  the  professed  objects  of  the  war.  Throughout  the  recent  legislation  of 
Congress  the  undeniable  fact  makes  itself  apparent,  that  these  ten  political 
communities  are  nothing  less  than  States  of  this  Union.  At  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  rebellion  each  house  declared,  with  a  unanimity  as  remarkable  as 
it  was  significant,  that  the  war  was  not  "  waged,  upon  our  part,  in  any  spirit  of 
oppression,  nt.r  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose  of  over- 
throwing or  interfering  with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  those  States, 
but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  all  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired ;  and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects" 
were  "  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease."  In  some  instances  senators  were 
permitted  to  continue  their  legislative  functions,  while  iu  other  instances  repre- 
sentatives were  elected  and  admitted  to  seats  after  their  States  had  formally  de- 
clared their  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union,  and  were  endeavoring  to  main- 
tain that  right  by  force  of  arms.  All  of  the  States  whose  people  were  in 
insurrection,  as  States,  were  included  in  the  apportionment  of  the  direct  tax  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  laid  upon  the  United  States  by  the  act 
approved  5th  August,  1861.  Congress,  by  the  act  of  March  4,  1862,  and  by 
the  apportionment  of  representation  thereunder,  also  recognized  their  presence 
as  States  in  the  Union ;  and  they  have,  for  judicial  purposes,  been  divided  into 
districts,  as  States  alone  can  be  divided.  The  same  recognition  appears  in  the 
recent  legislation  in  reference  to  Tennessee,  which  evidently  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  the  functions  of  the  State  were  not  destroyed  by  the  rebellion,  but  merely 
suspended ;  and  that  principle  is,  of  course,  applicable  to  those  States  which, 
like  Tennessee,  attempted  to  renounce  their  places  in  the  Union. 

The  action  of  the  Executive  department  of  the  government  upon  this  subject 
has  been  equally  definite  and  uniform,  and  the  purpose  of  the  war  was  specifi- 
cally stated  in  the  proclamation  issued  by  my  predecessor  on  the  22d  day  of 
September,  1862.  It  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed  and  declared  that  **  here- 
after, as  heretofore,  the  war  will  be  prosecuted  for  the  object  of  practically 
restoring  the  constitutional  relation  between  the  United  States  and  each  of  the 
States  and  the  people  thereof,  in  which  States  that  relation  is  or  may  be  sus- 
pended or  disturbed." 

The  recognition  of  the  States  by  the  judicial  department  of  the  government 
has  also  been  clear  and  conclusive  in  all  proceedings  affecting  them  as  States, 
had  in  the  S  preme,  circuit,  and  district  courts. 

In  the  admission  f  senators  and  representatives  from  any  and  all  of  the 
States  there  can  be  no  just  ground  of  apprehension  tiiat  persons  who  are  dis- 
loyal will  be  clothed  with  the  powers  of  legislation,  for  this  could  not  happen 
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when  the  CoDstitution  and  tLe  laws  are  enforced  by  a  vigilant  and  faithful  Con- 
gress. Each  house  is  made  the  *' judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  own  members,"  and  raaj,  "  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel 
a  member."  When  a  sc^nator  or  representative  presents  his  certificate  of  election, 
he  may  at  once  be  admitted  or  rejected  ;  or,  should  there  be  any  question  as  to 
his  eligibility,  his  credentials  may  be  referred  for  investigation  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  If  admitted  to  a  seat,  it  must  be  upon  evidence  satisfactory  to  the 
house  of  which  he  thus  becomes  a  member  that  he  possesses  the  requisite  con- 
stitutional and  legal  qualifications.  If  refused  admission  as  a  member  for  want 
of  due  allegiance  to  the  government,  and  returned  to  his  constituents,  they  are 
admonished  that  none  but  persons  loyal  to  the  United  States  will  be  allowed  a 
voice  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation,  and  the  political  power  and  moral 
influence  of  Congress  are  thus  effectively  exerted  in  the  interests  of  loyalty  to 
the  government  and  fidelity  to  the  Union.  Upon  this  question,  so  vitally  affect 
ing  the  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  permanency  of  our  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment, my  convictions,  heretofore  expressed,  have  undergone  no  change;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  their  correctness  has  been  confirmed  by  reflection  and  time.  If 
the  admission  of  loyal  members  to  seats  in  the  respective  houses  of  Congress 
was  wise  and  expedient  a  year  ago,  it  is  no  less  wise  and  expedient  now.  If 
this  anomalous  condition  is  right  now — if,  in  the  exact  condition  of  these  States 
at  the  present  time,  it  is  lawful  to  exclude  them  from  representation — I  do  not  see 
that  the  question  will  be  changed  by  the  efflux  of  time.  Ten  yeais  hence,  if 
these  States  remain  as  they  are,  the  right  of  representation  will  be  no  stronger — 
the  right  of  exclusion  will  be  no  weaker. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  "such  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  or  expedient."  I  know  of  no  measure  more  imperatively  demanded 
by  every  consideration  of  national  interest,  sound  policy,  and  equal  justice  than 
the  admission  of  loyal  members  from  the  now  unrepresented  States.  This  would 
consummate  the  work  of  restoration,  and  exert  a  most  salutary  influence  in  the 
re-establishment  of  peace,  harmony,  and  fraternal  feeling.  It  would  tend  greatly 
to  renew  the  confidence  of  the  American  people  in  the  vigor  and  stability  of  their 
institutions.  It  would  bind  us  more  closely  together  as  a  nation,  and  enable 
us  to  show  to  ihe  world  the  inherent  and  recuperative  power  of  a  government 
founded  upon  the  will  of  the  people,  and  established  upon  the  principles  of  liberty, 
justice,  and  intelligence.  Our  increased  strength  and  enhanced  prosperity  would 
irrefragably  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  against  free  institutions 
drawn  from  our  recent  national  disorders  by  the  enemies  of  republican  govern- 
ment. The  admission  of  loyal  members  from  the  States  now  excluded  from 
Congress,  by  allaying  doubt  and  apprehension,  would  turn  capital,  now  awaiting 
an  opportunity  for  investment,  into  the  channels  of  trade  and  industry.  It  would 
alleviate  the  present  troubled  condition  of  those  States,  and,  by  inducing  emi- 
gration, aid  in  the  settlement  of  fertile  regions  now  uncultivated,  and  lead  to  an 
increased  production  of  those  staples  which  have  added  so  greatly  to  the  wealth 
of  the  nation  and  commerce  of  the  world.     New  fields  of  enterprise  would  be 
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opened  to  our  progressive  people,  and  soon  the  devastations  of  war  would  be 
repaired,  and  all  traces  of  our  domestic  differences  effaced  from  the  minds  of  our 
countrymen. 

In  our  efforts  to  preserve  '*  the  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  us  one 
people,"  by  restoring  the  States  to  the  condition  which  they  held  prior  to  the 
rebellion,  we  should  be  cautious,  lest,  having  rescued  our  nation  from  perils  of 
threatened  disintegration,  we  resort  to  consolidation,  and  in  the  end  absolute  des- 
potism, as  a  remedy  for  the  recurrence  of  similar  troubles.  The  war  having 
terminated,  and  with  it  all  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  powers  of  doubtful  con- 
stitutionality, we  should  hasten  to  bnng  legislation  within  the  boundaries  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  and  to  return  to  the  ancient  landmarks  established 
by  our  fathers  for  the  guidance  of  succeeding  generations.  **  The  Constitution 
which  at  any  time  exists,  until  changed  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the 
whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all."  "  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  distribution  or  modification  of  the  constitutional  powers  be,  in  any 
particular,  wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which  the 
Constitution  designates.  But  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpation ;  for"  "  it 
is  the  customary  weapon  by  which  free  governments  are  destroyed."  Wash- 
ington spoke  these  words  to  his  countrymen,  when,  followed  by  their  love  and 
gratitude,  he  voluntarily  retired  from  the  cares  of  public  life.  "  To  keep  in  all 
things  within  the  pale  of  our  constitutional  powers,  and  cherish  the  federal 
Union  as  the  only  rock  of  safety,"  were  prescribed  by  Jefferson  as  rules  of 
action  to  endear  to  his  "  countrymen  the  true  principles  of  their  Constitution, 
and  promote  a  union  of  sentiment  and  action  equally  auspicious  to  their  happi- 
ness and  safety."  Jackson  held  that  the  action  of  the  general  government 
should  always  be  strictly  confined  to  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties,  and 
justly  and  forcibly  urged  that  our  government  is  not  to  be  maintained  nor  our 
Union  preserved  "  by  invasions  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  several  States. 
In  thus  attempting  to  make  our  general  government  strong,  we  make  it  weak. 
Its  true  strength  consists  in  leaving  individuals  and  States  as  much  as  possible 
to  themselves  ;  in  making  itself  felt,  not  in  its  power,  but  in  its  beneficence ; 
not  in  its  control,  but  in  its  protection ;  not  in  binding  the  States  more  closely 
to  the  centre,  but  leaving  each  to  move  unobstructed  in  its  proper  constitutional 
orbit."  These  are  the  teachings  of  men  whose  deeds  and  services  have  made 
them  illustrious,  and  who,  long  since  withdrawn  from  the  scenes  of  life,  have 
left  to  their  country  the  rich  legacy  of  their  example,  their  wisdom  and  their 
patriotism.  Drawing  fresh  inspiration  from  their  lessons,  let  us  emulate  them 
in  love  of  country  and  respect  for  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  affords  much  information  re- 
specting the  revenue  and  commerce  of  the  country.  His  views  upon  the  cur- 
rency, and  with  reference  to  a  proper  adjustment  of  our  revenue  system,  inter- 
nal as  well  as  impost,  are  commended  to  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress. 
In  my  last  annual  message  I  expressed  my  general  views  upon  these  subjects.  I 
need  now  only  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  into  every  department 
of  the  government  a  system  of  rigid  accountability,  thorough  retrenchment,  and 
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wise  economy.  With  no  exceptional  or  unusual  expenditures,  the  oppressive 
burdens  of  taxation  can  be  lessened  by  such  a  modification  of  our  revenue  laws 
as  will  be  consistent  with  the  public  faith  and  the  legitimate  and  necessary 
wants  of  the  government.  * 

.  The  report  presents  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition  of  our  finances  than 
one  year  ago  the  most  sanguine  could  have  anticipated.  During  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  June,  1865,  the  last  year  of  the  war,  the  public  debt  was  in- 
creased $941,902,637,  and  on  the  3Ut  of  October,  1865,  it  amounted  to 
$2,740,854,750.  On  the  31st  day  of  October,  1866,  it  had  been  reduced  to 
$2,551,310,006,  the  diminution,  during  a  period  of  fourteen  months,  commenc- 
ing September  1,  1865,  and  ending  October  31, 1866,  having  been  $206,379,565. 
In  the  last  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  it  was  estimated  that 
during  the  three  quarters  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  the 
debt  would  be  increased  $112,194,947.  During  that  period,  however,  it  was 
reduced  $31,196,387,  the  receipts  of  the  year  having  been  $89,905,905  more, 
and  the  expenditures  $200,529,235  less  than  the  estimates.  Nothing  could  more 
clearly  indicate  than  those  statements  the  extent  and  availability  of  the  national 
resources,  and  the  rapidity  and  safety  with  which,  under  our  form  of  govern- 
ment, great  military  and  naval  establishments  can  be  disbanded,  and  expenses 
reduced  from  a  war  to  a  peace  footing. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1866,  the  receipts  were  $558,032,620, 
and  the  expenditures  $520,750,940,  leaving  an  available  surplus  of  $37,261,680. 
It  is  estin^ated  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1867,  will  be  $475,061,386,  and  that  the  expenditures  will  reach  the  sum  of 
$316,428,078,  leaving  in  the  treasury  a  surplus  of  $158,633,308.  For  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1868,  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  will  amount 
to  ^436,000,000,  and  that  the  expenditures  will  be  $350,247,641 — showing  an 
excess  of  $85,752,359  in  favor  of  the  government.  These  estimated  receipts 
may  be  diminished  by  a  reduction  of  excise  and  import  duties ;  but  after  all 
necessary  reductions  shall  have  been  made,  the  revenue  of  the  present  and  of 
following  years  will  doubtless  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  legitimate  charges  upon 
the  treasury,  and  leave  a  large  annual  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal  of  the  debt.  There  seems  now  to  be  no  good  reason  why  taxes 
may  not  be  reduced  as  the  country  advances  in  population  and  wealth,  and  yet 
the  debt  be  extinguished  within  the  next  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  i^eport  of  the  Secretary  of  War  furnishes  valuable  and  important  inform- 
ation in  reference  to  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  past  year. 
Few  volunteers  now  remain  in  the  service,  and  they  are  being  discharged  as 
rapidly  as  they  can  be  replaced  by  regular  troops.  The  army  has  been  promptly 
paid,  carefully  provided  with  medical  treatment,  well  sheltered  and  subsisted, 
and  is  to  be  fui*ni:<hed  with  breech -loading  small-arms.  The  military  strength 
of  the  nation  has  been  unimpaired  by  the  discharge  of  volunteers,  the  disposi- 
tion of  unserviceable  or  perishable  stores,  and  the  retrenchment  of  expenditure. 
Sufficient  war  material  to  meet  any  emergency  has  been  retained,  and,  from  the 
disbanded  volunteers  standing  ready  to  respond  to  the  national  call,  large  armies 
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can  be  rapidly  organized,  equipped,  and  concentrated.  Fortifications  on  the 
coast  and  frontier  have  received,  or  are  being  prepared  for,  more  powerful  arma- 
ments ;  lake  surveys  and  harbor  and  river  improvements  are  in  course  of 
energetic  prosecution.  Preparations  have  been  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
additional  bounties  authorized  durinj^  the  recent  session  of  Congress,  under 
such  regulations  as  will  protect  the  government  from  fraud,  and  secure  to  the 
honorably  discharged  soldier  the  well-earned  reward  of  his  faithfulness  and  gal- 
lantry. More  than  six  thousand  maimed  soldiers  have  received  artificial  limbs 
or  other  surgical  apparatus;  and  forty -one  national  cemeteries,  containing  the 
remains  of  104,526  Union  soldiers,  have  already  been  established.  The  total 
estimate  of  military  appropriations  is  $25,205,669. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  naval  force  at 
this  time  consists  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  vessels,  armed  with  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  guns.  Of  these,  one-hundred  and  fifteen 
vessels,  carrying  one  thousand  and  twenty-nine  guns,  are  in  commission,  distrib- 
uted chiefly  among  seven  squadrons.  The  number  of  men  in  the  service  is  thir- 
teen thousand  six  hundred.  Great  activity  and  vigilance  have  been  displayed 
by  all  the  squadrons,  and  their  movements  have  been  judiciously  and  efficiently 
aiTanged  in  such  manner  as  would  best  promote  American  commerce,  and  pro- 
tect the  rights  and  interests  of  our  countrymen  abroad.  The  vessels  unemployed 
are  undergoing  repairs,  or  are  laid  up  until  their  services  may  be  required.  Most 
of  the  iron-clad  fleet  is  at  League  island,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  a  place 
which,  until  decisive  action  should  be  taken  by  Congress,  was  selected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  the  most  eligible  location  for  that  class  of  vessels. 
It  is  important  that  a  suitable  public  station  should  be  provided  for  the  iron-clad 
fleet.  It  is  intended  that  these  vessels  shall  be  in  proper  condition  for  any 
emei'gency,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  bill  accepting  League  islaml  for  naval 
purposes,  which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  at  its  last  session,  should 
receive  final  action  at  an  early  period,  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  suitable  pub- 
lic station  for  this  class  of  vessels,  as  well  as  a  navy  yard  of  area  sufficient  for 
the  wants  of  the  service  on  the  Delaware  river:  The  naval  pension  fund 
amounts  to  $11,750,000,  having  been  increased  $2,750,000  during  the  year. 
The  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  fisc  il  year  ending  30th  June  last 
were  $43,324,526^  and  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  amount  to  $23,568,436. 
Attention  is  invited  to  the  condition  of  our  seamen,  an4  the  importance  of  legis- 
lative measures  for  their  relief  and  improvement.  The  suggestions  in  behalf  of 
this  deserving  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
favorable  attention  of  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a  most  satisfactory  condition 
of  the  postal  service,  and  submits  recommendations  which  deserve  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress.  The  revenues  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1866,  were  $14,386,986,  and  the  expenditures  $15,352,079,  showing  an 
excess  of  the  latter  of  $965,093.  In  anticipation  of  this  deficiency,  however,  a 
special  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  in  the  act  approved  July  28, 1866. 
Including  the  standing  appropriation  of  $700,000  for  free  maiL4natter,^as  a 
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legitiinate  portion  of  the  revenues  yet  remaining  unexpended,  the  actual  defi- 
ciency for  the  past  year  is  only  8265,093 — a  sum  within  $51,141  of  the  amount 
estimated  in  the  annual  report  of  1864.  The  decrease  of  revenue  compared  with 
the  previous  year  was  one  and  one*fifth  per  cent.,  and  the  increase  of  expendi- 
tures, owing  principally  to  the  enlargement  of  the  mail  service  in  the  south, 
was  twelve  per  cent.  On  the  30th  of  June  last  there  were  in  operation  six 
thousand  niue  hundred  and  thirty  mail  routes,  with  an  aggregate  length  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles,  an  aggre- 
gate annual  transportation  of  seventy-one  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  and  an  aggregate  annual 
cost,  including  all  expenditures,  of  $8,410,184.  The  length  of  railroad  routes 
is  thirty-two  thousand  and  ninety-two  miles,  and  the  annual  transportation 
thirty  million  six  hundred  and  nine  thousand  four  hundred  aud  sixty-seven 
miles.  The  length  of  steamboat  routes  is  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-six  miles,  and  the  annual  transportation  three  million  four  hundred  and 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles.  The  mail  service  is  rapidly 
increasing  throughout  the  whole  country,  and  its  steady  extension  in  the  southern 
States  indicates  their  constantly  improving  condition.  The  growing  importance 
of  the  foreign  service  also  merits  attention.  The  post  office  department  of 
Great  Britain  and  our  own  have  agreed  upon  a  preliminary  basis  for  a  new  postal 
convention,  which  it  is  believed  will  prove  eminently  beneficial  to  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  contemplates  a  reduction  of 
the  international  letter  postage  to  one-half  the  existing  rates;  a  reduction  of 
postage  with  all  other  countries  to  and  from  which  correspondence  is  transmitted 
in  the  British  mail,  or  in  closed  mails  through  the  United  Kingdom ;  the  establish- 
ment of  uniform  and  reasonable  charges  for  the  sea  and  territorial  transit  of  cor- 
respondence in  closed  mails ;  and  an  allowance  to  each  post  office  department 
of  the  right  to  use  all  mail  communications  established  under  the  authority  of 
the  other  for  the  despatch  of  correspondence,  either  in  open  or  closed  mails,  on 
the  same  terms  as  those  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  providing 
the  means  of  transmission. 

The  feport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  exhibits  the  condition  of  those 
branches  of  the  pubic  service  which  are  committed  to  his  supervision.  During 
the  last  fiscal  year  four  million  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  public  land  were  disposed  of,  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixteen  ax^res  of  which  were 
entered  under  the  homestead  act.  The  policy  originally  adopted  relative  to  the 
public  lands  has  undergone  essential  modi6cations.  Immediate  revenue,  and 
not  their  rapid  settlement,  was  the  cardinal  feature  of  our  land  system..  Long 
experience  and  earnest  discussion  have  resulted  in  the  conviction  that  the 
early  development  of  our  agricultural  resources,  and  the  diffusion  of  an 
energetic  population  over  our  vast  territory,  are  objects  of  far  greater 
importance  to  the  national  growth  and  prosperity  than  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  land  to  the  highest  bidder  in  open  market.  The  pre-emption  laws 
•confer  upon  the  pioneer  who  complies  with  the  terms  they  impose  the  privilege 
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of  parcbasing  a  limited  portion  of  "  tmoffered  lands  "  at  the  minimum  price. 
The  homestead  enactments  relieve  the  settler  from  the  payment  of  purchase 
monej,  and  secure  him  a  permanent  home,  upon  the  condition  of  residence  for  a 
term  of  years.  This  liberal  policy  invites  emigration  from  the  Old,  and  from  the 
more  crowded  portions  of  the  New  World.  Its  propitious  results  are  undoubted, 
and  will  be  more  signally  manifested  when  time  shall  have  given  to  it  a  wider 
developmeut. 

Congress  has  made  liberal  grants  of  public  land  to  corporations,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  railroads  and  other  internal  improvements.  Should  this  policy 
hereafter  prevail,  more  stringent  provisions  will  be  required  to  secure  a  faithful 
application  of  the  fund.  The  title  to  the  lands  should  not  pass,  by  patent  or 
otherwise,  but  remain  in  the  government  and  subject  to  its  control  until  some 
portion  of  the  road  has  been  actually  built.  Portions  of  them  might  then,  fit)m 
time  to  time,  be  conveyed  to  the  corporation,  but  never  in  a  greater  ratio  to  the 
whole  quantity  embraced  by  the  grant  than  the  completed  parts  bear  to  the 
entire  length  of  the  projected  improvement.  This  restriction  would  not  ope- 
rate to  the  prejudice  of  any  undertaking  conceived  in  good  faith  and  executed 
with  reasonable  energy,  as  it  is  the  settled  practice  to  withdraw  from  market 
the  lands  falling  within  the  operation  of  such  grants,  and  thus  to  exclude  the 
inception  of  a  subsequent  adverse  right.  A  breach  of  the  conditions  which 
Congress  may  deem  proper  to  impose  should  work  a  forfeiture  of  claim  to  the 
lands  so  withdrawn  but  unconveyed,  and  of  title  to  the  lands  conveyed  which 
remain  unsold. 

Operations  on  the  several  lines  of  the  Pacific  railroad  have  been  prosecuted 
with  unexampled  vigor  and  success.  Should  no  unforeseen  causes  of  delay  occur, 
it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  this  great  thoroughfare  will  be  completed  before 
the  expiration  of  the  period  designated  by  Congress. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  amount  paid  to  pensioners,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  disbursement,  was  thirteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars ;  and  fifty  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  names  were  added  to  the  pension  rolls.  The  entire  number  of 
pensioners  June  30,  1866,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-two.  This  fact  furnishes  melancholy  and  striking  proof 
of  the  sacrifices  made  to  vindicate  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  federal 
government,  and  to  maintain  inviolate  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  They  impose 
upon  us  corresponding  obligations.  It  is  estimated  that  thirty-three  million 
dollars  will  be  required  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  this  branch  of  the  service 
during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Treaties  have  been  concluded  with  the  Indians,  who,  enticed  into  armed 
opposition  to  our  government  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  have  uncondi- 
tionally submitted  to  our  authority,  and  manifested  an  earnest  desire  for  a  re- 
newal of  friendly  relations. 

During  the  year  ending  September  30,  1866,  eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixteen  patents  for  useful  inventions  and  designs  were  issued,  and  at  that 
date  the  balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund  was  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- seven  dollars.    , 
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As  a  subject  upon  which  depends  an  immense  amount  of  the  production  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  I  recommend  to  Congress  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  levees  of  the  Mississippi  river.  It  is  a 
matter  of  national  importance  that  early  steps  should  be  taken  not  only  to  add 
to  the  efficiency  of  these  barriers  against  destructive  inundations,  but  for  the 
removal  of  all  obstructions  to  the  free  and  safe  navigation  of  that  great  channel 
of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  District  of  Columbia,  under  existing  laws,  is  not  entitled  to  that  represent- 
ation in  the  national  councils  which  from  our  earliest  history  has  been  uniformly 
accorded  to  each  Territory  established  from  time  to  time  within  our  limits.  It 
maintains  peculiar  relations  to  Congress,  to  whom  the  Constitution  has  granted 
the  power  of  exercising  exclusive  legislation  over  the  seat  of  government.  Our 
fellow-citizens  residing  in  the  District,  whose  interests  are  thus  confided  to  the 
special  guardianship  of  Congress,  exceed  in  number  the  population  of  several 
of  our  Territories,  and  no  just  reason  is  perceived  why  a  delegate  of  their 
choice  should  not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  No 
mode  seems  so  appropriate  and  effectual  of  enabling  them  to  make  known  their 
peculiar  condition  and  wants,  and  of  securing  the  local  legislation  adapted  to 
them.  I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  electors  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  choose  a  delegate,  to  be  allowed  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  a  delegate  representing  a  Territory.  The  increasing  enter- 
prise and  rapid  progress  of  improvement  in  the  District  are  highly  gratifying, 
and"  I  trust  that  the  efforts  of  the  municipal  authorities  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  national  metropolis  will  receive  the  efficient  and  generous  co-operation  of 
Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  reviews  the  operations  of  his 
department  during  the  past  year,  and  asks  the  aid  of  Congress  in  its  efforts  to 
encourage  those  States  which,  scourged  by  war,  are  now  earnestly  engaged  in 
the  reorganization  of  domestic  industry. 

It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  no  foreign  combinations  against  our 
domestic  peace  and  safety,  or  our  legitimate  influence  among  the  nations,  have 
been  formed  or  attempted.  While  sentiments  of  reconciliation,  loyalty,  and 
patriotism  have  increased  at  home,  a  more  just  consideration  of  our  national 
character  and  rights  has  been  manifested  by  foreign  nations. 

The  entire  success  of  the  Atlantic  telegraph  between  the  coast  of  Ireland 
and  the  province  of  Newfoundland  is  an  achievement  which  has  been  justly 
celebrated  in  both  hemispheres  as  the  opening  of  an  era  in  the  progress  of  civil- 
ization. There  is  reason  to  expect  that  equal  success  will  attend,  and  even 
greater  results  follow,  the  enterprise  for  connecting  the  two  continents  through 
the  Pacific  ocean  by  the  projected  line  of  telegraph  between  Kamschatka  and 
the  Russian  possessions  in  America. 

The  resolution  of  Congiess  protesting  against  pardons  by  foreign  governments 
of  persons  convicted  of  infamous  offences,  on  condition  of  emigration  to  our 
country,  has  been  communicated  to  the  states  with  which  we  maintain  inter- 
course, and  the  practice,  so  justly  the  subject  of  complaint  on  our  part,  has  not 
been  renewed.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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The  coDgratulations  of  Congress  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  upon  his  escape 
from  attempted  assassination,  have  been  presented  to  that  humane  and  enlight- 
ened i-uler,  and  received  by  him  with  expressions  of  grateful  appreciation. 

The  Executive,  warned  of  an  attempt  by  Spanish-Araericau  adventurers  to 
induce  the  emigration  of  freed  men  of  the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country, 
protested  against  the  project  as  one  which,  if  consummated,  would  reduce  them 
to  a  bondage  even  more  oppressive  than  that  from  which  they  have  just  been 
relieved.  Assurance  has  been  received  from  the  government  of  the  state  in 
which  the  plan  was  matured,  that  the  proceeding  will  meet  neither  its  encourage- 
ment nor  approval.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  your  consideration,  whether 
our  laws  upon  this  subject  kre  adequate  to  the  prevention  or  punishment  of  the 
crime  thus  meditated. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  as  Congress  is  aware,  a  friendly  arrangement  was 
made  between  the  Emperor  of  France  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  withdrawal  from  Mexico  of  the  French  expeditionary  military  forces. 
This  withdrawal  was  to  be  eflfected  in  three  detachments,  the  first  of  which,  it 
was  understood,  would  leave  Mexico  in  November,  now  past,  the  second  in 
March  next,  and  the  third  and  last  in  November,  1867.  Immediately  upon  the 
completion  of  the  evacuation,  the  French  government  was  to  assume  the  same 
attitude  of  non-intervention  in  regard  to  Mexico  as  is  held  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  Repeated  assurances  have  been  given  by  the  Emperor 
since  that  agreement  that  he  would  complete  the  promised  evacuation  within  the 
period  mentioned,  or  sooner. 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that  the  proceedings  thus  contemplated  would 
produce  a  crisis  of  great  political  interest  in  the  republic  of  Mexico.  The  newly 
appointed  minister  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Campbell,  was  therefore  sent  for- 
ward on  the  ninth  day  of  November  last,  to  assume  his  proper  functions  as 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  that  republic.  It  was  also 
thought  expedient  that  he  should  be  attended  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico  by  the 
lieutenant  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
such  information  as  might  be  important  to  determine  the  course  to  be  pursued 
by  the  United  States  in  re-establishing  and  maintaining  necessary  and  proper 
intercourse  with  the  republic  of  Mexico.  Deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  humanity,  it  seemed  an  obvious  duty  on  our  part  to  exercise  what- 
ever influence  we  possessed  for  the  restoration  and  permanent  establishment  in 
that  country  of  a  domestic  and  republican  form  of  government. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  our  affairs  in  regard  to  Mexico  when,  on  the  22d 
of  November  last,  official  information  was  received  from  Paris  that  the  Emperor 
of  France  had  some  time  before  decided  not  to  withdraw  a  detachment  of  his 
forces  in  the  month  of  November  past,  according  to  engagement,  but  that  this 
decision  was  made  with  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  whole  of  those  forces  in 
the  ensuing  spring.  Of  this  determination,  however,  the  United  States  had  not 
received  any  notice  or  intimation ;  and,  so  soon  as  the  information  was  received 
by  the  government,  care  was  taken  to  make  known  its  dissent  to  the  Emperor 
of  France. 
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I  cannot  forego  the  hope  that  France  will  reconsider  the  sirtyect,  and  adopt 
8ome  resolution  in  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  which  will  conform  as 
nearly  as  practicable  with  the  existing  engagement,  and  thus  meet  the  just  ex- 
pectations of  the  United  States.  The  papers  relating  to  the  subject  Will  be  laid 
before  you.  It  is  believed  that,  with  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  expedi- 
tionary forces,  no  subject  for  serious  difTerences  between  France  and  the  United 
States  would  remain.  The  expressions  of  the  Emperor  and  people  of  France 
warrant  a  hope  that  the  traditionary  friendship  between  the  two  countries  might 
in  that  case  be  renewed  and  permanently  restored. 

A  claim  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  indemnity  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas  by  the  French  authorities,  in  the  exercise  of  a  belliger- 
ent power  against  Mexico,  has  been  met  by  the  government  of  France  with  a 
proposition  to  defer  'settlement  until  a  mutual  convention  for  the  adjustment  of 
all  claims  of  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  countries,  arising  out  of  the  recent 
wars  on  this  continent,  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  countries.  The  sug- 
gestion is  not  deemed  unreasonable,  but  it  belongs  to  Congi-ess  to  direct  the 
manner  in  which  claims  for  indemnity  by  foreigners,  as  well  as  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  arising  out  of  the  late  civil  war,  shall  be  adjudicated  and  de- 
termined. I  have  no  doubt  that  the  subject  of  all  such  claims  will  engage  your 
attention  at  a  convenient  and  proper  time. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  no.  considerable  advance  has  been  made  towards 
an  adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the  United  States  and  Groat  Britain 
arising  out  of  the  depredations  upon  our  national  commerce  and  other  trespasses 
committed  during  our  civil  war  by  British  subjects,  in  violation  of  international 
law  and  treaty  obligations.  The  delay,  however,  may  be  believed  to  have  re- 
sulted in  no  small  degree  from*  the  domestic  situation  of  Great  Britain.  An 
entire  change  of  ministry  occurred  in  that  country  during  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament. The  attention  of  the  new  ministry  was  called  to  the  subject  at  an  early 
day,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  now  be  considered  in  a  be- 
coming and  friendly  spirit.  The  importance  of  an  early  disposition  of  the  ques- 
tion cannot  be  exaggerated.  Whatever  might  be  the  wishes  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, it  is  manifest  that  good-will  and  friendship  between  the  two  countries  can- 
not be  established  until  a  reciprocity,  in  the  practice  of  good  faith  and  neutrality, 
shall  be  restored  between  the  respective  nations. 

On  the  6th  of  June  last,  in  violation  of  our  neutrality  laws,  a  military  expe- 
dition and  enterprise  against  the  British  North  American  colonies  was  projected 
and  attempted  to  be  carried  on  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  In  obedience  to  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Executive  by 
the  Constitution,  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  all  citizens  were 
warned,  by  proclamation,  against  taking  part  in  or  aiding  such  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  proper  civil,  military,  and  naval  officers  were  directed  to 
take  all  necessary  measures  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws.  The  expedition 
failed,  but  it  has  not  been  without  its  painful  consequences.  Some  of  our  citi- 
zens who,  it  was  alleged,  were  engaged  in  the  expedition,  were  captured,  and 
have  been  brought  to  trial  as  for  a  capital  offence,  in  the  province  of  Canada. 
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Judgment  and  SQntence  of  death  have  been  pronounced  against  some,  while 
others  have  been  acquitted.  Fully  believing  in  the  maxim  of  government  that 
severity  of  civil  punishment  for  misguided  persons  who  have  engaged  in  revolu- 
tionary attempts  which  have  disastrously  failed,  is  unsound  and  unwise,  such 
representations  have  been  made  to  the  British  government,  in  behalf  of  the 
convicted  persons,  as,  being  sustained  by  an  enlightened  and  humane  judgment, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  induce  in  their  cases  an  exercise  of  clemency,  and  a  judicious 
amnesty  to  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  movement.  Counsel  has  been  employed 
by  the  government  to  defend  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  trial  for  capital 
offences  in  Canada,  and  a  didcontinuance  of  the  prosecutions  which  were  insti- 
tuted in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  against  those  who  took  part  in  the 
expedition  has  been  directed. 

I  have  regarded  the  expedition  as  not  only  political  in  it^  nature,  but  as  also 
in  a  great  measure  foreign  from  the  United  States  in  its  causes,  character,  and 
objects.  The  attempt  was  understood  to  be  made  in  sympathy  with  an  insur- 
gent party  in  Ireland,  and,  by  striking  at  a  British  province  on  this  continent, 
was  designed  to  aid  in  obtaining  redress  for  political  grievances  which,  it  was 
assumed,  the  people  of  Ireland  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  British  govern- 
ment during  a  period  of  several  centuries.  The  persons  engaged  in  it  were 
chiefly  natives  of  that  country,  some  of  whom  had,  while  others  had  not, 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  our  general  laws  of  naturalization. 
Complaints  of  misgovernment  in  Ireland  continually  engage  the  attention  of  the 
British  nation,  and  so  great  an  agitation  is  now  prevailing  in  Ireland  that  the 
Britiish  government  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus in  that  country.  These  circumstances  must  necessarily  modify  the  opinion 
which  we  might  otherwise  have  entertained  in  regard  to  an  expedition  expressly 
prohibited  by  our  neutrality  laws.  So  long  as  those  laws  remain  upon  our 
statute  books  they  should  be  faithfully  executed,  and  if  they  operate  harshly, 
unjustly,  or  oppressively,  Congress  alone  can  apply  the  remedy  by  their  modifi- 
cation or  repeal. 

Political  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  are  not  unlikely  to  be 
affected  in  some  degree  by  events  which  are  transpiring  in  the  eastern  regions 
of  Europe,  and  the  time  S(  ems  to  have  come  when  oui*  government  ought  to 
have  a  proper  diplomatic  representation  in  Greece. 

This  government  has  claimed  for  all  persons  not  convicted,  or  accuaed,  or 
suspected  of  crime,  an  absolute  political  right  of  self-expatriation,  and  a  choice 
of  new  national  allegiance.  Most  of  the  European  states  have  dissented  from 
this  principle,  and  have  claimed  a  right  to  hold  such  of  their  subjects  as  have 
immigrated  to  and  been  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and  afterwards  re- 
turned on  transient  visits  to  their  native  countries,  to  the  perfoimance  of  military 
service  in  like  manner  as  resident  subjects.  Complaints  arising  from  the  claim 
in  this  respect  made  by  foreign  states  have  heretofore  been  matters  of  contro- 
versy between  the  United  otates  and  some  of  the  European  powers,  and  the 
irritation  consequent  upon  the  failure  to  settle  this  question  increased  during  the 
war  in  which  Prussia,  Italy,  and  Austria  were  recently  engaged.    While  Great 
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Britain  has  never  acknowledged  the  right  of  expatriation,  she  has  not  for  some 
years  pnst  practically  insisted  upon  the  opposite  doctrine.  France  has  been 
equally  forbearing ;  and  Prussia  has  proposed  a  compromise,  which,  although 
evincing  increased  liberality,  has  not  been  accepted  by  the  United  States. 
Peace  is  now  prevailing  everywhere  in  Europe,  and  the  present  seems  to  be  a 
favorable  time  for  an  assertion  by  Congress  of  the  principle,  so  long  maintained 
by  the  executive  department,  that  naturalization  by  on^  state  fully  exempts  the 
native-born  subject  of  any  other  state  from  the  performance  of  military  service 
under  any  foreign  government,  so  long  as  he  does  not  voluntarily  renounce  its 
rights  and  benefits. 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution,  I  have 
thus  submitted  to  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  such 
information  of  our  domestic  and  foreign  affairs  as  the  public  interests  seem  to 
require.  Our  government  is  now  undergoing  its  most  trying  ordeal,  and  my 
earnest  prayer  is  that  the  peril  may  be  successfully  and  finally  passed  without 
impairing  its  original  strength  and  symmetry.  The  interests  of  the  nation  are 
best  to  be  promoted  by  the  revival  of  fraternal  relations,  the  complete  oblitera- 
tion of  our  past  differences,  and  the  reinauguration  of  all  the  pureuits  of  peace. 
Directing  our  efforts  to  the  early  accomplishment  of  these  great  ends,  let  us  en- 
deavor to  preserve  harmony  between  the  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  each  in  its  proper  sphere  may  cordially  co-operate  with  the  other  in 
securing  tlie  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  3,  1866. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  1092.J  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  November  22,  1865* 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
nnmbered  from  1576  to  1582  inclusive. 

In  regard  to  No.  1580,  of  the  4th  of  November,  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that 
there  was  any  good  reason  for  postponing  the  communication  to  this  government 
of  the  final  answer  to  the  feeble  proposal  of  Lord  Russell ;  so  I  drew  it  up  and 
sent  it  last  evening. 

A  cop7  of  my  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  hon'or  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary/  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr  Adams  to  Earl  Clarendon^ 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

London,  November  21,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  lordship  that  the  notes  elicited  bj  the  pro 
posal  for  a  commission  to  consider  classes  of  claims  jprowingf  out  of  the  late  difficulties  in  the 
United  States,  made  bj  jour  predecessor,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  in  his  letter  addressed 
to  me  on  the  30th  of  August  last,  have  received  the  careful  consideration  of  my  government. 

Adhering,  as  my  government  does,  to  the  opinion  that  the  claims  it  has  presented — which 
his  lordship  has  thought  fit  at  the  outset  to  exclude  from  consideration — are  just  and  reason- 
able, I  am  instructed  to  say  that  it  sees  now  no  occasion  for  further  delay  in  giving  a  full 
answer  to  his  lordship^s  proposition.  , 

I  am  directed,  therefore,  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  proposition  of  her  M^jesty^s  gov- 
ernment for  the  creating  of  a  joint  commission  is  retfpectfulfv  aeclined. 

I  pray  vour  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  witii  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  the  Eakl  of  Ci^endon,  Sfc,  ^e.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1093.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  now  send  you  a  copy  of  my  note  in  reply  to  Lord  Russell's  of  the  2d 
instant. 

The  more  I  consider  the  subject,  the  more  extraordinary  seems  to  me  the 
reckless  character  of  the  assertion  made  by  his  lordship  respecting  the  facts  in 
the  Portuguese  case.     Having  access  only  to  the  printed  documents — though 
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these  seem  to  contain  all  the  material  portions  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  government  and  the  Portuguese  representatives — I  could  not  deal  quite  so 
confidently  with  him  as,  with  your  ampler  means  of  verificatioif,  yon  could  have 
done.  Yet  I  trust  I  have  not  hazarded  anything  which  the  facts  will  not  sus- 
tain. The  attempt  to  shift  the  responsibility  for  the  f<;eble  performance  of  an 
acknowledged  duty  by  an  appeal  to  the  precedent  furnished  by  the  United 
States,  which  is  misrepresentea  to  sustain  it,  forms  one  of  the  memorable  events 
of  this  extraordinary  history.  I  say  nothing  of  the  unusual  course  of  discussing 
the  transactions  of  a  foreign  nation  with  an  assumption  of  authority  which 
breaks  down  at  almost  every  step. 

With  this  paper  I  gladly  take  leave  of  the  controversy,  so  far  as  I  may  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  any  share  in  it.     It  has  given  me  much  satisfac- 
tion to  learn  that,  so  far  as  you  had  been  placed  in  possession  of  it  at  the  time 
of  writing,  you  were  disposed  to  view  it  with  approbation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State t  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  AiUuns  to  Earl  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  18,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  note  from  your  prede- 
cessor, the  Right  Honorable  Earl  Eussell,  dated  the  2d  instant,  in  reply  to  one  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  the  18th of  September  last,  on  certain  important  questions  now  under  consid- 
eration between  her  Majesty's  government  and  that  whicn  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  It 
is  with  the  most  profound  regret  that  I  am  thus  compelled  to  open  my  relations  witn  your  lord- 
ship in  a  spirit  of  controversy.  I  can  only  urge  in  extenuation  of  this  proceeding,  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  not  simply  as  between  two  countries,  but 
from  their  wider  bearing  on  the  future  relations  of  all  the  civilized  nations  on  the  globe. 
Furthermore,  I  flatter  myself  that  from  the  contraction  necessarily  going  on  of  the  topics 
under  treatment,  we  may  before  long  arrive  at  some  sort  of.  termination  of  a  discussion 
already  on  my  part,  I  fear,  rather  tediously  protracted.  His  lordship's  note  appears  to  be 
substantially  confined  to  the  consideration  or  two  classes  of  facts,  both  of  them  bearing  upon 
the  establishment  of  one  general  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  wit:  The  obligation  of  a 
neutral  country  to  belligerents  to  do  everything  within  its  power  to  maintain  its  neutrality  in- 
violate. This  obligation  his  lordship  appears  to  maintcun  to  be  fully  acquitted  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  the  neutral  itself  may  judge  sufficient,  without  regard  to  any  remon- 
strances of  the  belli^iferents.  And  without  entering  into  argument  on  the  abstract  question, 
he  contents  himself  with  vouching  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  in  past  cases,  in  full 
justification  of  the  course  taken  by  Gr^at  Britain,  and  complained  of  bjL  the -United  States, 
in  the  progress  of  the  late  war. 

The  chief  of  the  cases  relied  upon  by  his  lordship  is  that  in  regard  to  certain  claims  for 
indemnity  for  injuries  done  to  the  commerce  of  Portugal  by  vessels  illegally  fitted  out  in  the 
United  States.  In  order  to  define  the  nature  of  the  question  thus  raised,  it  would  seem  to 
be  proper  first  to  note  how  far  his  lordship  and  I  are  agreed.  After  which  it  may  be  made 
more  clearly  to  appear  wherein  we  are  so  unfortunate  aa  to  differ.  By  consenting  to  cite  the 
language  and  the  action  of  the  United  States  government  in  tfie  Portuguese  case  so  freely  as 
his  lordship  does,  as  a  precedent  to  justify  the  later  course  of  her  Majesty's  government  now 
drawn  into  question,  it  is  obvious  that  he  must  have  given  to  them  the  hi^h  sanction  of  his 
approbation.  On  my  side  I  have  already  in  a  preceding  note  expressed  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  grounds  taken  in  that  case  by  my  government  were  impregnable. 

It  necessarily  follows  that  on  this  point  we  are  fully  agreed.  W  here  there  is  no  difference 
it  is  obviously  superfluous  to  continue  an  argument.  Here  I  would  beg  permission  to  observe 
that  in  aU  the  previous  examination  of  this  topic,  I  have  carefully  abstained  from  the  task  of 
affirming  that  a  neutral  power  is  absolutely  responsible  for  the  injurious'  consequences  of 
any  and  every  violation  of  neutrality  that  may  originate  within  its  territorial  limits,  without 
regard  to  the  circumstances  attending  each  case.  The  proposition  which  I  have  affirmed, 
and  still  do  continue  to  insist  upon,  is,  that  a  neutral  is  responsible  for  all  ii^uries  which  may 
so  ensue  to  a  friendly  nation,  when  it  fails  to  exercise  all  the  meana  in  its  power  for  pre- 
vention, and  constitutes  itself  the  sole  judge  of  the  extent  to  which  it  will  refuse  to  resort  to 
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stronger  ones  within  its  reach,  when  the  old  ones  are  preyed  bj  tiie  injured  party  to  have 
been  wholly  inadequate  to  the  emergency. 

With  the  light  shad  by  this  explanation,  I  now  propo9e  very  briefly  to  set  forth  those  points 
in  the  respective  action  of  the  United  States  towards  Portugal,  and  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States,  wherein  they  appear  to  roe  to  differ  so  essentially  and  radically  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  bring  them  within  a  reasonable  parallel. 

1.  The  United  States  did  not  recognize  the  insurgents  in  South  America  as  a  belligerent, 
until  the  fact  of  the  presence  of  their  armed  vessels  was  made  patent  to  them  on  the  ocean. 
But  Great  Britain  did  erect  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  into  a  belligerent  before  they 
shoVred  a  vessel  on  the  sea,  before  they  organized  an  army  on  land,  and  before  they  had 
done  a  thing  but  declare  an  intention  to  do  what  they  never  subsequenUy  executed. 

2.  Upon  the  first  notice  given  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  the  neutrality 
of  their  pdrts  was  violat^  by  South  American  insurgents,  making  outfits  in  connection 
with  their  own  citizens,  they  immediately  put  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law. 
Prosecutions  were  instituted  against  the  foreign  agents  as  well  as  citizens,  and  decrees  of 
restitution  were  obtained  from  the  judicial  tribunals  in  the  cases  of  captured  property.  In 
other  words,  nothing  was  left  undone  that  energy  could  do  to  bring  to  oear  existing  preven- 
tive legislation  against  these  offenders. 

One  particular  instance  of  the  desire  to  perform  their  obligations  is  worthy  to  be  presented 
to  your  notice  more  particularly,  inasmuch  as  it  incidentally  explains  as  well  the  public 
sense  of  the  extent  of  the  obligation  of  a  neutral  power  in  similar  cases,'  as  of  the  responsi- 
bility entailed  from  an  insufficient  performance  of  it<  It  appears  that  some  of  the  insurgent 
emissaries,  in  conjunction  with  desperate  adventurers  of  the  United  States,  went  to  the  extent 
of  seizing  and  occupying  two  different  spots  on  the  American  coast,  neither  of  them  within 
the  recognized  jurisdiction  of  the  Union,  nor  yet  within  that  of  any  responsible  power. 
Here  they  made  bases  from  which  to  conduct  their  hostile  operations  against  the  commerce 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  very  much  in  the  manner  but  not  nearly  with  so  much  success  as  Liver- 
pool in  this  kingdom,  and  the  port  of  Nassau,  were  made  bases  of  operations  against  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  by  insurgent  emissaries  during  the  late  war.  These  proceedings 
soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  President,  who  dwelt  upon*  the  necessity  of  adopting 
prompt  measures  of  prevention  in  his  annual  recommendations  to  Congress  in  the  year  1817. 
The  matter  was  referred  in  course  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, which  made  a  report  recommending  that  these  establishments  should  be  at  once 
suppressed,  by  force  if  necessary. 

Among  the  reasons  g^ven  for  resorting  to  this  summary  proceeding  are  the  following,  to 
which  I  ask  a  moment  of  your  lordship's  attention : 

**  The  immediate  tendency  of  suffering  such  armaments  in  defiance  of  our  laws  would 
have  been  to  embroil  the  United  States  with  all  the  nations  whose  commerce  with  our  country 
was  suffering  under  these  depredations,  and,  if  not  checked  by  all  the  means  in  the  potoer  of  the 
governments  would  have  authorized  claims  from  the  subjects  of  foreign  governments  for  in- 
demnities at  the  expense  of  this  nation,  for  captures  by  our  people  in  vessels  fitted  out  in  our 
ports,  and,  as  could  not  fail  of  being  alleged,  countenanced  by  tne  very  neglect  of  the  neces- 
sarv  means  of  suppressing  them.'* 

It  would  be  difficult  to  express  in  more  forcible  langfuage  the  principle  established  by  the 
law  of  nations  than  is  done  in  these  sentences.  The  action  recommended  was,  moreover, 
performed  bo  promptly,  that  soon  after  the  President,  in  a  special  message,  was  enabled  to 
announce  that  the  piratical  establishments  at  Amelia  island  and  at  Ghilveston  had  been  sup- 
pressed. The  paramount  necessity  had  been  thought  to  justify  the  exercise  of  power,  even 
over  territory  not  within  the  national  jurisdiction. 

But  when  I  Cum  my  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  as  they  are 
noted  in  the  dreary  list  of  my  representations  ana  compl^nts  contained  in  the  printed  mem- 
orandum furnished  to  me,  with  his  lordship's  note  of  the  2d  instant;  when  I  perceive  real, 
justice  to  have  been  so  seldom  done  and  so  often  defeated,  however  good  the  intentions  may 
have  been ;  when  I  note  the  omissions  of  all  reference  to  the  endless  remonstrances  made  by 
myself  against  the  establishment  of  a  naval  bureau  in  Liverpool,  conducted  by  insurgents, 
mentioned  and  particularized. by  name,  because  not  a  single  step  was  ever  taken  either  to 
prevent  their  action  or  to  punish  them,  I  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  a  difference  in  the  pre- 
ventive action  of  the  two  Countries  in  similar  circumstances,  which  would  ever  forbid  me  from 
classing  them  together  in  one  connection  for  a  single  momdnt. 

3.  It  is  not,  however,  denied  that  in  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other,  several  cases  of  illegal 
outfits  took  place  which  the  existing  laws  proved  inefficient  to  prevent  or  punish. 

In  that  of  the  United  States,  the  representation  of  the  ag«ieved  power  made  at  once  a 
direct  appeal  to  the  government,  stating  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  and  soliciting  a  new  move- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  requisite  source  stronger  powers  of  prevention ; 
to  which  that  government  immediately  responded  by  recognizing  the  justice  of  the  com- 
plaint and  at  once  adopting  the  suggestion. 

If  her  Majesty's  government  has  at  any  time  in  this  struggle  followed  that  example,  it  has 
escaped  my  observation.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  corrected  when  I  affirm  that  it  has  done  the 
directly  opposite  thing; 

Here  I  may  be  permitted  for  a  moment  to  refer  to  a  passage  of  his  lordship's  note,  wUcIl 
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appears  to  have  beon  called  out  hj  a  hypothetical  description  I  yentared  to  gire  of  the  oon- 
sequences  that  mightensne  to  the  world,  if  neutral  nations  constituted  themaelves  the  sole  judges, 
of  the  degree  in  which  they  had  done  their  duty  under  a  code  of  their  owa  making. 

To  this  phrase  his  lordship  is  pleased  to  retort  as  follows : 

**  Yet,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  your  Secretaries  of  State  always  maintained  that  the  United 
States,  as  a  neutral  power,  were  the  sole  judges  of  the  degree  in  which  it  had  done  its  du^ 
under  a  code  of  its  own  making.'* 

To  which  I  would  beg  permission  to  observe  that  his  lordship  can  scarcely  presume  me  to 
maintain  that  in  the  literal  sense  my  country  does  not  make  its  own  code  of  laws. 

What  I  did  mean  to  do  was  to  distinguish  by  this  term  a  country  which  was  ready  to  ac- 
cept suggestions  from  foreign  powers  for  an  improyement  of  a  code  designed  to  give  the  pro- 
tection toey  are  entitled  to  by  treaties,  as  well  as  international  law,  from  one  which  deter- 
mined to  abide  by  its  own  system,  without  regard  to  external  representations.  By  keeping 
in  mind  this  distinction  in  connection  with  the  facts  already  stated  of  the  action  of  my  gov- 
ernment, it  will  then  appear  that  his  lordship  is  in  error  when  he  declares  "  that  our  Secre- 
taries of  State  (meaning  those  of  the  United  States)  made  themselves  the  sole  judges  of  the 
degree  in  which  the  country  had  done  its  duty  under  a  code  of  their  own  making.  '  So  far 
was  this  froqn  being  true  that  they  admitted  that  the  countrv  had  not  done  its  fuU  duty,  and 
they  proceeded  to  amend  the  code,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  K>reign  power  that  claimed  to  be 
aggrieved      **  Hence  it  is  tbat  the  code  was  not  of  their  own  making." 

If  there  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  left  on  this  point,  I  will  proceed  to  disperse  it  by  the  follow- 
ing extracts : 

On  the  i^th  of  December,  1816,  Mr.  Correade  Serra  addresses  these  words  to  the  Secretary 
of  State: 

**I  apply,  therefore,  to  this  government  in  the  present  instance,  not  to  raise  altercations  or 
to  require  satisfaction  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  not,  perhaps,  enabled 
tbem  to  give,  but  because  i  know  that  the  supreme  executive  of  this  nation,  all-powerful 
when  supported  by  law,  is  constitutionally  inactive  when  unsupported  by  it.  What  I  solicit 
of  him  is  the  proposition  to  Congress  of  such  provisions  by  law  as  will  prevent  such  attempts 
for  the  future." 

To  which  application  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State,  replies  as  follows  on  the  27th  of  ' 
December,  1816: 

**I  have  communicated  your  letter  to  the  President,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  a  copy  of  a  message  which  he  has  addressed  to  Congress  on  the  subject,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  such  an  extension  by  law  of  the  executive  power  as  will  be  necessary  to  preserve 
the  strict  neutrality  of  the  United  States  in  the  existinp^  war  between  Spain  and  the  Spanish 
colonies,  and  effectually  to  guard  against  the  danger  m  regard  to  the  vessels  of  your  sover- 
eign, which  you  have  anticipated." 

And  on  the  13th  of  March  Mr.  Rush,  then  Acting  Secretary,  writes  to  him  as  follows : 

**  The  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  to  preserve  more  effectually  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  States,  being  upon  the  subject  brought  under  consideration  in 
your  letter  to  this  department  of  the  20th  of  December  last,  I  have  tbe  honor,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  enclosed  copy  of  it. 

*^The  President  feels  sure  that  your  sovereign  will  perceive  in  the  spirit  and  scope  of  its 
provisions  a  distinguished  proof  of  the  desire  which  animates  this  nation  to  maintain  with  his 
dominions  and  subjects  the  most  harmonious  relations." 

But  when  I  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  and  view  the  action  which  her  M^esty*s 
government  has  thought  it  proper  to  take  in  answer  to  similar  representations  made  by  me  on 
behalf  of  my  government ;  when  I  observe  that  the  appeals  to  the  existing  law  have  been 
almost  uniformly  of  a  kind  to  prove  its  utter  inefficacy ;  and  when,  upon  my  making  repre- 
sentations as  to  the  expediency  of  further  legislation  to  eidarge  the  powers  of  the  government 
to  an  extent  adequate  to  the  emergency,  I  find  that  proposal  positively  declined,  it  seems 
to  me  that  here  again  the  parallel  sought  to  be  made  utterly  fails. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  whether,  m  the  correspondence  just  laid  before  your  lordship, 
there  be  any  language  similar  to  that  which  his  lordship,  in  one  of  the  notes  which  he  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me,  used  to  me : 

**  Surely  we  are  not  bound  to  go  on  making  new  laws  ad  ii^nitum,  because  new  occasions 
arise." 

Here  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  if  his  lordship  be  right  in  his  assertion,  that  new 
laws  ad  infinitum  are  not  required  by  new  occasions,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  reason  for 
the  existence  of  so  many  legislative  bodies  and  such  multiplied  statute  books.  Surely  the 
government  which  I  represent  would  not  have  so  repeatedly  acceded  to  the  solicitations  of  her 
Majesty ^s  government,  as  it  has  done,  to  **make  new  laws  for  new  occasions,"  under  any 
other  plea. 

But  I  am  in  candor  bound  to  observe  that  even  in  this  doctrine  there  has  been  during  the 
late  struggle  a  singular  variation  in  the  practice  of  her  Majesty's  government  which  I  ask 
your  lorctehip's  permission  to  point  out.  At  a  very  early  date  the  exposed  liature  of  the  frontier 
bordering  upon  Canada  became  so  much  a  subject  of  anxiety  to  my  government  that  I  was 
instructed  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  his  lordship,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment 
of  more  effective  preventive  measures  on  the  Canadian  side  than  were  thought  to  be  then 
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within  reach.  To  thai  end,  in  the  earlj  part  of  Decemher,  in  1863,  in  a  conversation  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  his  lordsnip,  after  explaininfi^  the  reasons  of  my  government  for 
the  danger  apprehended  in  this  quarter,  I  proceeded  to  propose  the  adoption  of  a  form  of  law, 
on  the  part  of  Canada,  resemhlio^  that  which  had  been  enacted  on  our  part  in  1838,  to  meet 
a  similar  emergency  then  happening  there.  It  is  tme  that  for  a  considerable  period  I  had  no 
reason  to  presume  that  this  proposal  had  been  more  favorably  received  than  any  other  of  the 
same  kind  I  had  been  called  to  make ;  but  when,  one  year  later,  information  was  received  of 
the  extreme  peril  into  which  Canada  had  been  thrown  by  the  violent  enterprise  executed  by 
some  of  the  insurgents  established  hi  that  province  upon  the  peaceful  town  of  St  Albans,  I 
then  had  the  satisfaction  of  learning  from  nis  lordship  that  the  suggestion  had  been  adopted 
so  far  as  that  her  Majestv's  government  had  recommended  to  the  authorities  of  Canada  to 

Srocure  the  enactment  of  the  suggested  law.  In  this  case,  then,  it  is  clear  that  the  imminent 
anger  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries  had  brought  on  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
necessity  ot  going  on  to  **make  a  new  law  to  meet  a  new  occasion.**  But  surely  her  Maj- 
esty's government  would  not  be  willing  to  give  even  a  color  to  an  inference  that  nothing  but 
a  necessity  to  avoid  a  war  would  be  a  sufficient  motive  to  induce  it  to  recognize  an  obliga- 
tion to  make  a  new  law.  If  the  reasons  for  the  suggestion  were  equally  valid  in  all  cases,  I 
fail  to  perceive  upon  what  principle  the  nature  of  the  answer  should  be  made  to  depend  upon 
^e  merely  accidental  pressure  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  moment  when  it  was  made. 

Without  pressing  tois  topic  further,  I  would  then  beg  to  observe  that  in  any  event,  how- 
ever the  facts  attending  the  Portuguese  claim  as  now  explained  may  be  viewed,  one  thing  is 
indisputable,  and  that  is  that  there  is  a  wide  divergency  in  the  nature  of  the  two  cases  sought 
to  be  brought  together. 

It  is  plain  that  neither  in  the  commencement  nor  in  the  proceedings  under  the  existing 
laws,  nor  yet  in  the  mode  of  treating  the  suggestion  of  new  legislation,  was  there  any  re- 
semblance whatever  in  the  tone  or  the  action  of  the  respective  governments.  Hence  I  am 
constrained  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  conduct  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  its  relations  towards  Portugal,  there  is  no  parallel  to  it  in 
uiat  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States,  bv  which  the  latter  may  be  tested  by  way  of 
justification.  Considered  as  a  precedent,  for  which  alone  the  case  seems  to  have  been  quoted 
hy  his  lordship,  I  must  insist  that  the  evidence  entirely  fails  to  establish  its  authority. 

On  a  general  review  of  these  marked  diffeiences,  considered  in  the  light  of  the  rule  of  in- 
ternational law  laid  down  at  the  outset  of  this  letter,  it  mav  now  be  said  that  one  govern- 
ment appears  to  have  done  all  that  it  was  reasonablv  asked  to  do,  and  that  it  could  do  to 
preserve  its  nentralitv,  whilst  the  other  certainly  could  have  done  more,  but  deliberately  re- 
nised,  and  accepted  the  responsibility  for  that  refusal. 

Hence,  I  must  respectfully  submit  that,  before  his  lordship  concludes  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  United  States  in  answer  to  Portugal,  he  should  be  prepared  with  proof  to 
show  that  be  has  likewise  adopted  the  action  on  which  they  based  it. 

I  should  here  gladly  close  my  portion  of  this  long  controversy,  if  it  were  not  that  his  lord- 
ship has,  in  his  note  to  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  reply,  thought  fit  to  open  a  new  mat- 
ter which  I  cannot  decline  to  notice.  It  has  happened  in  the  course  of  this  extended  discus- 
sion that  he  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  deigned  to  give  me  the  fruits  of  his  examination 
of  various  points  of  history  in  my  own  country.  In  the  first  instance  his  lordship  was 
pleased  to  apprise  me  that  Spain  had  never  received  any  compensation  for  the  claims  of  her 
citizens  against  the.  United  States.  B  v  the  aid  of  a  little  lignt  I  think  I  succeeded  in  dis- 
persing that  illusion,  so  that  it  has  not  been  made  to  appear  again.  Again,  his  lordship  was 
pleased  to  inform  me  that  the  enlistment  acts  of  the  respective  countries  were,  in  their  main 
provisions,  similar  and  co-extensive.  Here  I  respectfully  pointed  out  to  his  attention  the 
fact  that  certain  important  provisions  were  contained  in  the  one  that  were  not  toHbe  found  in 
the  other — ^provisions  which  we  at  least  regarded  as  having  proved,  in  practice,  the  most 
efficient  in  the  whole  law. 

His  lordship,  in  the  note  to  which  I  am  now  replying,  has  been  kind  enough  to  take  notice  of 
this  difference,  and  goes  on  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  provisions  he  had  overlooked.  But 
it  appears  to  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  tiying  to  convince  me  that,  in  my  statement  of  tbeir 
superior  efficacy,  I  am  utterly  wrong.  Hence,  the  argument  appears  to  follow  somewhat 
after  this  fashion : 

His  lordship  having  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  those  provisions  of  the  law  which  her 
Majesty*s  government  did  not  adopt  were  as  susceptible  of  evasion  as  all  the  others  which  it 
did  adopt,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  fully  justified  in 
declining  a  proposal  to  make  any  amendment  whatever  of  its  existing  statute. 

To  which  I  would  respectfully  venture  to  reply,  that  even  had  the  result  proved  to  be  as  sup- 
posed, vet  the  position  ot  her  Miyesty  *s  government,  if  it  had  consented  to  make  the  experiment, 
would  have  been,  at  least  to  my  eye,  infinitely  stronger  than  it  is  now.  It  might  then  havere- 

C"  d  to  all  complaints,  as  the  United  States  replied  to  Portugal — that  everything  in  its  power 
been  done,  even  to  the  extent  desired  by  tne  complaining  party.  Whereas,  by  a  refusal  to 
recognize  the  justice  of  the  request,  it  appears  to  have  placed  itself  in  the  attitude  of  a  party 
delilSerately  assuming  the  responsibility  of  declining  to  use  those  powers  legitimately  within 
its  reach,  wherewith* to  fulfil  its  most  imperative  obligations. 
But  I  am  constrained  to  go  further,  and  affirm  that  I  can  by  no  means  subscribe  to  the 
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otoinion  whicb  his  lordship  is  pleased  to  expfess  as  to  the  inefifefetive  nature  of  the  provisions 
of  the  law  to  which  he  has  referred.  It  is  not  without  extreme  surprise  that  I  find  hira  use 
the  precise  lanf2;uaflfe  respecting  it,  which  I  beg  permission  here  to  quote : 

**  Now  I  contend,  first,  that  for  ten  years  these  provisions  proved  utterly  inefficacious  to 
prevent  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  at  Baltimore,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  complaints  of 
the  Portuguese  ministers  of  captures  and-  plundering  by  American  privateers  were  more 
frequent  and  extended  to  a  larger  amount  of  property  after  1818,  than  they  had  done  from 
1816  to  1818." 

It  is  difficult  iTor  me  to  describe  the  high  degree  of  astonishment  with  which  I  have  read 
these  lines. 

In  opposition  to  this  grave  affirmation  of  fact,  which,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  no 
attempt  is  made  to  sustain  bv  any  distinct  evidence,  I  am  driven  to  take  the  liberty  to  affirm, 
on  my  own  side,  first,  that  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  specification  to  show  that  the  fitting  out  of 
privateers  continued,  in  any  appreciable  sense,  for  ten  years  after  the  year  1818;  aud  sec- 
ondly, that  no  pretence  of  that  kind  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  official  remonstrances  of  the 
representatives  of  Portugal,  to  which  I  have  had  access,  with  one  single  exception,  which  I 
propose-presently  to  notice. 

In  relation  to  the  point  of  the  efficiencv  of  the  law,  I  shall  venture,  in  opposition  to  his 
lordship^s  reasoning  as  to  what  it  might  be,  to  confront  that  which,  in  the  mina  of  Mr.  Correa 
de  Serra,  the  person  through  whom  all  the  transactions  passed  during  much  the  largest  part 
of  the  period  in  question,  and  who  had  every  opportunity  to  be  familiar  with  them,  it  really  was. 

On  the  4th  of  February.  1819,  about  two  years  after  it  had  gone  into  operation,  he  deliber- 
ately used  the  following  language : 

"This  law,  so  honorable  to  the  spirit  of  justice  of  the  government  that  enacted  it,  has 
also  been  found  in  practice  tfte  most  useful  of  the  laws  existing  on  this  subject.  Unhappily,  the 
continuance  and  aggravations  of  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy  seem  to  render  it  neces- 
sary  that  this  law  may  still  continue  in  force  for  some  time. 

"  I  apply,  therefore,  to  this  government  in  order  to  obtain  the  continuance  of  this  law,  so 
necessary  to  the  peaceful  trade  of  the  subjects  of  my  sovertign^  and  so  hotiorable  to  the  character 
of  the  Lnited  States^  perfectly  confident  that  my  request  is  according  to  the  just  and  friendly 
intentions  of  the  chief  magistrate  and  legislators  of  the  Union,  and  conducive  to  the  consoli- 
dation of  good  harmony  between  my  sovereign  and  the  United  States.*' 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1820,  he  again  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as  follows,  thanking  him 
for  still  more  effective  legislation  : 

"Permit  me,  sir,  to  profit  of  this  occasion  to  offer  my  thanks  to  this  government  for  the  law 
that  prohibits  the  entrance  of  privateers  in  the  most  important  ports  of  the  Union,  and  for  the 
other  that  declares  piracy  the  landing  and  committing  outrages  ashore  in  foreign  lands.  I 
acknowledge  the  salutary  influence  of  the  Executive  in  obtaining  these  ameliorations." 

Notwithstanding  the  very  great  deference  with  which  it  is  my  desire,  as  well  as  my  habit, 
to  bow  to  the  judgment  of  his  lordship,  if  I  find  myself  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  constrained  to 
express  an  humble  opinion  in  this  case  of  conflicting  authority,  I  cannot,  in  candort  disguise 
my  conviction  that  the  correct  view  is  most  likely  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Correa  do  Serra. 

But,  however  efficient  this  law  may  have  been  proved  to  be  by  Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  at  so 
late  a  date  as  the  4th  June,  1820,  it  is  now  gravely  affirmed  that  it  so  wholly  lost  its  efficacy 
for  the  ten  years  following,  that  more  property  was  captured  after  1818  than  before,  and 
the  complaints  of  the  Portuguese  ministers  for  these  captures  and  plujiderings  were  more 
frequent  than  ever. 

The  natural  corollary,  should  this  statement  be  sustained,  would  be  that,  assuming  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  government  to  have  continued  the  same,  instead  of  improving  the  efficacy 
of  the  old  Ikw,  the  additions  of  the  new  provisions  must  have  only  made  it  more  worthless 
than  it  was  before— upon  which  log^c  mignt  doubtless  be  based  a  very  good  justification  to 
her  M^'estv's  government  for  declining  to  try  further  legislation  altogether. 

But,  untortnnately.  the  whole  argument  faJls  to  the  ground  when  its  base  disappears.  It 
is  not  denied  that  some  outfits  escaped  from  Baltimore  after  the  year  1818,  but  it  is  denied 
that  the  complaints  made  for  captures  after  that  time  bore  any  fair  proportion  to  those  made 
before.  It  never  has  been  pretended  that  any  law  could  be  made  so  perfect,  or  any  vigi- 
lance could  be  so  complete,  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  efforts  of  profligate  and  desperate  men. 
The  grave  error  into  wnich  his  lordship  has  fallen  appears  to  have  originated  in  an  ex  partt 
letter  written  by  a  minister  from  Portugal  at  Washington,  thirty  years  after  the  date  of  the 
events,  in  which  letter  and  the  caption  of  a  list  embracing  the  names  of  vessels  captured, 
he  includes  them  vaguely  within  two  distant  dates,  of  181(5  and  1828.  It  is,  however, 
remarkable,  that  in  the  letter  itself  containing  his  own  recapitulation  of  the  facts,  no  date  of 
a  capture  is  given  later  than  1820.  By  turning  to  the  original  representations  made  by  his 
predecessors,  the  same  fact  distinctly  appears. 

I  have  carefully  examined  these  representations  to  trace  the  dates  of  the  claims  embraced 
in  that  list,  and  find  much  the  greater  proportion  included  within  the  period  of  residence  of 
Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  ending  in  that  vear.  So  also  of  the  gross  amount  of  value  assigned 
in  1850  as  an  indemnity  for  all  the  damage  done  during  the  entire  period,  which  is  less 
than  three  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  I  find  a  great  proportion  embraced  ip-«n  early  land 
more  trustworthy  representation  made  by  the  same  person.  gitized  by  VjOO vlC 
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Sticb  being  the  facts,  X  submit  whether  with  snch  small  support  as  can  be  given  1^ 
this  wholly  ex  parte  and  rag^e  averment,  his  lordship  has  not  a  little  crossed  the  veree  of  inter- 
national courtesy,  by  venturing,  without  any  personal  experience  whatever  of  American  legis- 
lation, and  in  the  face  of  the  statement  of  xL  Oorrea  de  Serra,  which  he  must  have  read,  to 
hazard  an  assertion,  still  more  give  rise  to  an  impression  like  that  necessarily  produced  by 
the  languge  ahreadv  quoted.  Standing,  as  I  do,,  the  defender  of  the  law  of  my  country,  it 
is  with  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  protest  against  it,  as  wholly  unsubstantiated  by  any 
facts  adduced,  and  in  every  essential  particular  incorrect.  t 

Neither  were  those  the  only  cases  in  which  the  efficacy  of  these  provisions  of  law  hns 
been  rally  testified.  It  is  not  a. very  long  time  since  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  the  attention 
of  her  Majesty's  government  io  an  instance  of  the  remarkable  promptness  nvith  which  action 
was  had  imder  them  upon  a  request  made  bv  the  representative  of  her  Majesty's  government 
at  Washington.  When  Mr.  Crampton,  on  tne  1 1th  of  October,  1855,  directed  the  attention  of 
my  government  to  the  character  or  a  vessel  in  New  York,  then  believed  by  him  to  be  fitting 
out  as  a  privateer,  it  was  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  it  by  one  of  the  sections  of  this 
law  that  she  was  seised  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the 
officers  of  the  law  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  escape.  It  required  but 
four  days  to  prosecute  the  investigation  before  her  Majesty's  renresentative  was  led  to  de- 
clare his  satisfaction  with  the  result  to  which  it  had  reached,  and  desired  the  process  to  be 
stopped.  When  I  compare  the  celerity  of  this  effective  proceeding  with  the  feeble  nature  of 
the  process  that  ended  in  the  escape  of  the  Alabama,  in  defiance  of  the  British  authority — 
whilst  I  g^ve  due  credit  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  good  intentions,  it  seems  difficult 
to  assent  to  the  view  which  his  lordship  1ms  been  pleased  to  take  of  the  slight  difference  in 
the  inefficacy  of  the  legislation  of  the  respective  nations.  In  any  event,  I  cannot  but 
think  their  future  harmony  would  have  been  much  more  certainly  secured  by  a  consent  to 
try  the  experiment  in  season,  than  by  an  endeavor,  after  great  injury  has  been  done,  to 
prove  that  it  might  not  under  circumstances  have  been  averted. 

But  it  wouldKippear  superfluous  to  pursue  this  investigation  further,  in  vlew|of  the  fact 
that,  whether  these  provisions  of  the  American  law  were  or  were  not  effective,  it  never  was 
any  part  of  my  instructions  to  urge  their  adoption  upon  her  Majestv's  government.  I  was 
instructed  only  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  naving  recourse  to  such  additional  measures  as 
it  might  think  proper  to  choose,  to  the  end  of  making  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  more  effect- 
ive. And  it  was  in  that  form  only  that  her  Majesty's  government  decided  to  decline  the 
proposal.  The  decision  was  not  against  the  adoption  of  the  law  of  the  United  States ;  it 
was  against  doing  anything  at  all. 

Neither  in  presenting  the  argument,  which  I  have  been  called  to  do  in  the  course  of  my 
duty  here,  can  I  for  a  moment  permit  an  implication  that  my  government  has  either  **  made 
a  demand  which  aims  at  the  diminution  of  British  freedom,  or  which  assumes,  without  war- 
rant from  any  previously  recognized  authority  or  practice,  the  existence  of  an  extent  of  ob- 
ligation on  the  part  of  neutrals  towards  belligerents,  going  beyond  any  which  the  govern- 
ment of  a  free  country  could  have  power,  though  acting  with  entire  goou  faith,  punctually  to 

I  feel  veiT  sure  that  my  country  is  quite  as  jealous  of  the  preservation  of  the  true  princi- 
ples of  freedom  as  Great  Britain  is,  or  ever  has  been ;  and  further,  I  fully  believe  that  neither 
government  would  consent  to  give  the  term  that  latitude  which  would  encourage  the  power 
of  doing  wrong  with  perfect  impunity. 

The  suggestion  which  his  lordship  has  been  pleased  to  make  towards  the  close  of  his  note 
of  improvements  in  the  statutes  of  both  nations,  to  the  end  that  greater  security  may  be  given 
to  the  respective  nations  against  those  who  endeavor  to  evade  its  laws— though  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  in  substance  little  more  than  it  has  been  the  object  of  my  government  from  the 
outset  of  the  war  to  obtain — is  yet  one  which  I  cannot  but  receive  with  great  respect,  and 
which  I  shall  transmit  to  my  government  with  pleasure.  If  the  reasons  for  it  are  sound  now, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  they  did  not  avail  during  a  period  when  my  country  could 
have  felt  the  benefit  of  them.  I  trast  I  need  not  repeat  how  much  pain  it  has  given  me 
heretofore  to  witness  the  evil  consequences  that  ensue  from  the  alienation  of  sentiment  that 
has  grown  out  of  this  struggle  between  people  of  the  same  race,  and  how  cheerfully  I  wel- 
come every  appearance  of  a  desire  to  bring  them  back  to  harmony.  Yet,  with  regard  to  the 
proposition  immediately  before  me,  I  cannot  forbear  to  observe  that  it  is  predicate  upon  an 
assumption  that  the  legislation  of  the  two  countries  is  now  equally  inefficacious,  which  I 
cannot  entertain  for  a  moment.  On  the  contrary,  the  necessity  for  some  action  in  fu- 
ture seems  to  me  to  be  imperative,  because  that  legislation,  as  it  now  stands,  is  not  coex- 
tensive. 

For  it  is  hardly  possible  for  me  to  imagine  that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  afler  the 
experience  they  have  had  of  injuries  from  the  imperfection  of  British  leg^lation,  and  a  re- 
fusal to  amend  it,  would  be  ready  cheerfully  to  respond  to  another  appeal  like  that  made  in 
1855,'  by  her  Majesty's  representative,  to  the  more  stringent  and  effective  protection  extended 
by  their  own.  The  great  preservative  of  harmony  between  nations  is  the  full  recognition  of 
reciprocity  in  their  obligations.  So  long  as  the  heavy  list  of  depredations  upon  American 
commerce,  consequent  upon  the  issue  of  a  succession  of  hostile  cruisers,  built,  fitted  out, 
armed,  manned,  and  navigated  from  British  ports,  with  perfect  impunity,  continufie  to  weigh 
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jipon  their  minds,  it  would  be  the  height  of  aaearance  in  me  to  hold  out  any  encouragement 
to  the  acceptance  of  poposals,  the  practical  conjseqaenoe  of  which  might  be  to  place  Great 
Britain  in  precisely  tne  same  degree  of  security  in  dangerous  emergencies  which  she  herseli^ 
when  applied  to,  had  deliberately  refused  to  accord  to  them. 

In  regard  to  the  parting  words  in  his  lordship's  note,  I  have  already  too  often  had  occa- 
sion to  express  the  sentiments  of  my  government  to  leave  any  doubt  of  the  sense  in  which  I 
accept  them. 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  which  has  been  too  often  painAil,  whilst  his  lordship  has 
been  officially  the  person  to  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  to  address  my  representations,  i  have 
been  steadily  cheered  by  the  conviction  that  he  was  substantially  animated  by  the  feeling 
that  prompted  ^those  lines.  I  have  the  gpreatest  pleasure  in  J)elieving  that  in  assuming  the 
duties  of  his  post  under  his  auspices,  my  country  may  rest  satisfied  that  the  accession  of 
your  lordship  nas  brought  about  no  unfavorable  change. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^r^.,  ^c,  S^c, 


Mr.  Adami  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1094.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  Two  or  three  events  have  occurred  this  week  which  give  a  slight  clae 
to  the  future  character  of  the  ministry. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  retirement  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  from  the  post  of  secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  and  the  transfer  to  that  place  of  Mr.  Chichester  Fortescue» 
heretofore  the  assistant  secretary  in  the  colonial  office. 

The  second  is  the  retirement  of  Mr.  William  Hutt  from  the  vice-presidency 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Goschen,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  city  of  London,  in  his  place. 

Two  vacancies  yet  remain  unfilled :  the  chancellorship  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, and  the  second  post  in  the  colonial  office.  It  has  heen  intimated  to  me 
that  Mr.  Forster  has  been  in  communication  with  the  prime  minister  with  a  view 
to  his  acceptance  of  some  post  He  has  certainly  been  in  town,  though  I  have 
not  seen  him.  But  I  very  much  doubt  whether  he  would  consent  to  take  any- 
thing that  will  be  likely  to  be  offered  to  him. 

All  these  incidents,  however,  look  one  way.  They  signify  a  preference  for 
the  support  of  the  liberal  section  of  the  majority  with  an  intention  to  assume 
some  positive  form  of  policy.  It  is  rumored  that  a  measure  to  extend  the  fran- 
chise is  already  in  agitatbn,  and  will  be  matured  during  the  interval  before  the 
assembly  of  the  new  Parliament  for  business  in  February.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  will  be  the  signal  for  a  struggle  of  more  or  less  severity,  involv- 
ing a  material  modification  of  parties. 

Thus  far  no  indication  has  been  given  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  measure 
about  to  be  proposed.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  policy  may  be  persevered  in 
for  the  sake  of  narrowing  the  time  for  Uie  preparation  of  entangling  embarrass- 
ments by  the  opposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  1095.J  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

London,  November  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranemit  copies  of  two  notes  of  Lord  Clarendon  to 
me^-one  of  the  17th,  the  other  of  the  18th— on  the  case  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
of  my  reply  to  both  on  the  21st  instant. 

'  I  see  no  good  reason  for  continuing  this  correspondence  on  my  part  any 
further.  It  may  be  that  you  will  deem  it  worth  while  to  notice  Lord  KusselPs 
singular  proposal  of  prospective  legislation,  the  only  point  now  apparently  re- 
maining open  between  the  two  governments.  But  that  would  scarcely  seem 
likely  to  call  for  much  explanation.  In  any  event  I  hope  to  be  able  to  restrict 
myself  hereafter  closely  within  the  line  of  your  instructions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oppice,  November  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  goyemment  are  glad  to  find,  hj  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  that 
you  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  promptness  of  the  proceedings  taken  by  them  for  the  deliv- 
ery np  of  the  Shenandoah  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  uie  government  of  the  JJnited 
States. 

With  respect,  however,  to  the  disappointment  which  you  express  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  officers  and  crew  of  tiiat  vessel  have  heen  dealt  with  oy  her  Majesty's  government, 
after  having  before  them  the  voluminous  papers  with  which  you  had  furnished  them,  show- 
ing  the  character  of  the  proceedings  in  which  they  were  engaged,  I  must  observe  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  depositions  ana  other  papers  of  which  you  forwarded  copies  to  this  office, 
which,  even  if  it  had  been  capable  of  being  substantiated  in  evidence  in  tms  country  by  de- 
ponents present  at  Liverpool  before  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah  were  dispersed,  would 
nave  tended  to  show  that  any  capture  had  been  made,  or  attempted,  by  Captain  Waddell  or 
his  crew,  after  and  with  noUce  of  toe  termination  of  the  war.  And  I  must  further  observe,  that 
even  if  the  case  had  been  otherwise,  those  papers  would  not  have  been  receivable  as  evidence 
before  aoy  magistrate ;  and  that  unless  some  material  facts  could  have  been  deposed  to  by 
one  or  more  witnesses  present  in  this  country,  no  magistrate  could  have  kept  any  persons  in 
custody  upon  any  charge  founded  upon  the  statements  in  those  papers. 

I  may  fMid,  that  if  any  evidence  in  support  of  a  charge  of  piracy  had  been  forthcoming,  it 
was  quite  as  competent  for  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or 
even  for  any  private  person,  to  have  taken  the  necessary  proceedings  before  a  magistrate,  as 
it  was  for  her  Miyesty's  government  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideiation,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLARENDON. 

Charles  Franus  Adams,  Esq.,  8^e.,  S^e.,  S^e. 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 
m 

Foreign  Oppice,  November  18,  18^. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  letter  which  vou  addressed  to  my  predecessor 
on  the  21st  of  October  last  respecting  the  proceedings  of  tne  late  confederate  steamer  Shen- 
andoah in  the  Pacific. 

But  1  must,  in  the  first  instance,  observe  that  in  alluding  to  the  answer  given  to  you  by 
Earl  Russell  on  the  26th  of  September,  1864,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  yacht  Deer- 
hound  in  rescuing  firom  the  sea  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama 
after  her  oonffict  with  the  United  States  cruiser  Kearsarge,  you  omit  to  notice  the  princi- 
pal passage  in  that  answer,  in  which  Liord  Russell  says,  '*  In  point  of  fact,  however,  her  Maj- 
esl^^s  government  have  no  lawful  power  to  arrest  and  deliver  up  the  persons  in  question.'* 
[That  is,  the  persons  rescued  from  the  sinking  Alabama.]    *'They  have  been  guilty  of 
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no  offence  against  tbe  laws  of  Eng^land,  and  they  have  committed  no  act  which  could  brin|f 
them  within  the  proTlsions  of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  for  the 
mntual  surrender  of  offenders.  And  ner  Majesty's  government  are  therefore  entirely  with- 
out any  legal  means  by  which,  even  if  they  wished  to  do  so,  they  could  comply  with  your 
above-mentioned  demand ;"  [namely,  that  those  officers  and  men  should  now  be  delivered  up 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  esca|)ed  prisoners  of  war.]  I  may  add,  that  if 
beyond  the  limits  of  British  territory  the  commander  of  the  Deerhound  had  improperly  inter- 
fered to  protect  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  from  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  Uaitc^d 
States,  it  was  for  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  to  use  the  means  in  his  power  for  the  pr^ 
vention  of  such  interference.  * 

Once  upon  British  soil,  thev  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of  British  laws,  which  they  had. 
in  no  respect  violated ;  and  her  Miuesty's  government  could  not  deprive  them  of  that  pro- 
tection because  of  the  possibility  (whether  afterwards  realised  or  not)  that  they  might  again 
leave  the  country  and  become  engaged  in  farther  hostilities  with  the  United  States.  |  The 
demand  for  their  delivery  up,  which  was  made  by  you,  was  in  fact  identical  with  one  which 
had  at  various  times  been  made  by  foreign  governments — for  the  extradition  or  expulsion  of 
other  foreign  refugees,  Poles,  Hungarians,  and  others,  and  to  which  the  invariable  answar 
had  been  Uiat  the  laws  of  this  country  did  not  empower  the  government  to  take  any  such 
measure.  The  answer  to  every  sudi  demand  is  found  in  tbe  fundamental  institutions  of 
this  countrv,  in  the  law  of  habeas  corpus  and  of  trial  by  jury.  If  any  evidence  had  been 
offered  to  her  Majesty's  government  identifying  any  of  those  persons  as  British  subjects 
who  had  unlawfully  enlisted  in  the  service  of  tbe  Confederate  States,  or  who  were  guilty  of 
any  other  violation  of  our  laws,  they  would  have  been  duly  prosecuted ;  but  no  such  evi- 
dence was  brought  forward. 

The  case  of  the  Deerhound,  therefore,  furnishes,  when  examined,  no  materials  for  com- 
plaint against  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  next  subject  of  compliunt  preferred  by  you  is  the  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  not  preventing  the  vessel  call^  the  Sea  King  from  leaving  the  shores  of  England  to  join 
another  vessel  called  the  Laurel,  which  was  sent  to  meet  her  near  Madeira  with  arms  and 
ammunition. 

Y(iu  do  not  affirm  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  any  power  or  jurisdiction  over  either 
of  these  vessels  when  beyond  the  limits  of  British  territory ;  but  unless  that  assertion  be  made 
or  implied  the  complaint  falls  to  the  ground  ;  for  while  these  vessels  were  in  British  waters 
no  information  was  given  (much  less  was  any  offered ) -to  her  M^'esty's  government  to  show 
that  any  persons  concerned  in  their  outfit  and  equipment  were  guiltv  of,  or  were  contemplat- 
ing, any  infringement  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  or  of  any  other  law  ii|  force  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  nor  even  that  they  were  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  any  design  whatever  hos- 
tile or  dangerous  to  the  United  States. 

Your  complaint,  indeed,  is  against  the  general  laws  of  this  country.  The  executive  power 
of  the  British  Crown  does  not,  nor  does  the  executive  power,  as  the  act  of  Congress  of  IBlrt 
is  understood  in  this  country,  of  the  United  States,  extend  to  the  detention  and  seizure  of  an 
unarmed  merchant  vessel,  on  the  mere  suspicion  that  she  will,  or  may,  be  armed  at  sea  in 
the  waters  of  a  foreign  power. 

Under  the  municipal  law  of  this  country,  (which  goes  at  least  as  far  as  any  obligation 
which  may  be  supposed  to  attach  to  it  under  the  law  of  nations, )  the  British  government  is 
able  to  detain  and  prosecute  natural-bom  British  subjects  who  may  enter  into  the  war  service 
of  a  foreign  power  without  the  license  of  the  Crown,  or  who,  within  her  Majesty's  dominions, 
may  fit  out,  arm,  or  equip  (or  attempt  to  fit  out,  arm,  or  equip)  vessels  to  cruise  or  commit 
hostilities  against  any  states  in  amity  with  her  Majesty.  But  the  British  laws  do  not  and 
cannot  effectually  reach  subjects  of  her  Mi^esty  who  may  go  to  a  foreign  state  and  there  enter 
into  any  kind  of  naval  or  military  service.  You  are  well  aware  that  many  subjects  of  her 
M^'esty  have  gone  from  this  country  to  the  United  States,  and  have  there,  during  the  present 
war,  entered  into  tbe  military  service  of  the  United  States  and  fought  against  tne  armies  of 
the  confederates,  contrary  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

Such  occurrences  as  these  the  law  of  England  (and,  her  Majesty's  government  believe,  the 
law  of  the  United  States)  cannot  prevent,  and  has  very  rarely  the  power  to  punish.  It  is 
obvious  (as  you,  indeed,  admit)  that  the  law  which  prohibits  the  equipment  of  vessels  des- 
tined to  make  war  on  states  with  which  her  Majesty  is  at  peace,  may,  like  most  other  human 
laws.'  be  evaded.  No  human  means  can  in  all  cases  effectually  prevent  individuals  from 
purchasing  or  otherwise  acquiring  a  vessel  with  the  secret  intention  of  arming  her  beyond 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  country,  and  then  cruising  against  a  state  with  whom  her  Mj^esty 
is  at  peace,  or  from  successfully  executing  that  intention.  It  is  distinctly  denied  that  tlie 
government  of  any  state  is,  upon  any  recognized  principle  of  international  law,  responsible 
for  such  an  event. 

Feeling,  as  it  would  seem,  that  for  the  equipment  and  armament  of  the  Shenandoah  no 
original  responsibility  can  reasonably  be  cast  on  her  Majesty's  government,  you  represent, 
as  the  main  substance  of  this  part  of  your  complaint,  that  this  vessel,  after  she  had  been 
equipped  and  commissioned,  was  recognized  by  ner  Majesty's  ^vemment  as  a  public  ship 
of  war  of  a  lawful  belligerent,  and  was  admitted  as  such  into  Bntish  ports. 

This  is  in  truth  nothing  more  than  the  often-repeated  objection  to  the  coarse  adopted  by  her 
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llm««tj*8  government  in  leeoffttking  both  parties  in  tbe  late  war  as  belligerents,  (and  if 
belligerents  at  all, )  then  as  belligerents  wherever  ^thej  were  fonnd  aotoally  carrying  on  war, 
wbeUier  by  sea  or  by  land. 

Ton  are  of  coarse  aware  that  the  Sea  King  was  transferred,  when  bevond  the  territory  of 
her  Majesty,  to  the  agents  of  tbe  Confederate  States,  and  from  them,  (while  still  beyond  her 
Majesty's  territory,)  received  a  commission  as  a  ship  of  war  nnder  the  name  of  the  Shenan- 
doah. It  was  a  necessary  oonseqnenoe  of  the  principle  of  nentrality,  and  of  the  recognition 
of  the  state  of  war,  (by  virtue  of  which  alone  the  blockade  was  enforced  with  so  mnch  severitv 
against  neatrals  by  the  United  States,)  that  the  Validity,  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  of  sncb 
a  commission  should  be  reoogniEod  by  the  government  of  this  conntry.  The  supplies  given 
to  this  vessel,  and  the  hospitality  afforded  to  her  in  a  British  port  daring  the  continuance  of 
the  \var,  were  merely  the  same  which  were  always  afforded  to  the  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States.  To  refuse  them  in  such  a  case  would  have  been  not  to  vindicate,  but  to  de- 
part from,  the  neutrality  declared  by  her  Majesty.  If  the  fact  were,  as  you  suggest,  that  the 
snpplies  so  afforded  had  the  effect  of  enabling  tlie  Shenandoah  to  continue  hostilities  after  the 
Confederate  States  had  ceased  to  be  belligerents,  it  is  obvious  that  such  an  occurrence  mi^ht 
equally  take  place  in  any  other  case  in  which  a  ship  of  war  of  any  belligerent  nation,  having 
taken  in  ordinary  supplies  at  a  neutral  port,  might  continue  hostilities  after  tbe  restoration  of 
peace,  either  througn  ignorance  of  that  fact,  or  from  anv  less  excusable  motive. 

So  far,  then,  as  your  objection  to  the  enjoyment  of  belligerent  rights  by  the  Shenandoah  in 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  is  founded  on  the  allegation  of  her  original  illegal  equipment,  I 
have  already  sufficiently  pointed  out  that  the  circumstances  of  her  equipment  were  not  such 
as,  in  the  eye  of  the  English  la^,  or,  consequently,  in  the  view  of  the  English  government, 
could  be  regarded  as  illegal.  She  was,  therefore,  as  long  as  tbe  war  subsistea,  naturally 
treated  on  the  same  footing  as  any  other  vessel  of  a  reco^ized  belligerent  power. 

But  even  had  tbe  case  been  otherwise,  and  had  her  equipment  and  origin  oeen  undoubtedly 
illegal,  I  should  have  experienced  hardly  less  surprise  at  the  claim  put  forward  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States  in  the  following  sentence  of  your  despatch :  **Iu  consenting  to  receive  the 
vessel  after  the  facts  of  its  illegal  ori^n  and  outfit  had  been  satisfactorily  established,  I  can- 
not resist  the  conviction  that  her  Majesty's  ^vernment  assumed  a  responsibility  for  all  the 
damage  which  it  has  done."  If  I  needea  (which  in  this  case  I  do  not, )  to  find  an  answer  to 
a  claim  founded  upon  such  principles,  I  should  have  to  seek  no  farther  than  the  records  of 
recent  American  law  and  the  practice  of  modern  American  statesmen.  In  that  chapter  of 
American  history  which  has  lately  bec»me  familiar  in  these  discussions,  relating  to  the  trans- 
actions which  arose  out  of  the  revolt  of  the  South  American  republics,  will  be  found  a  com- 
plete refutation,  from  American  authorities,  of  the  doctrine  on  which  you  now  appear  to 
insist.  As  you  are  well  aware,  numerous  vessels  of  war  were  fitted  ana  refitted,  under  the 
commission  of  the  revolted  states,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  cruise  against  the  com- 
merce of  Spain  and  Portugal.  These  vessels  started  on  their  original  voyage  manned  and 
armed  in  the  ports  and  by  the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  and  returned  to  the  same  ports 
over  and  over  again  after  repeated  cruises.  Though  the  fact  of  the  illegal  origm  and  equip- 
ment of  such  vessels  was  established,  not  by  vague  surmise  or  ex  parte  statement,  but  in  sev- 
eral instances  by  judicial  proof  adduced  in  suits  instituted  for  the  restoration  of  their  prizes 
when  brought  within  the  neutral  jurisdiction,  the  government  of  the  United  States  does  not 
appear  ever  to  have  taken  any  step  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  any  of  these  vessels  from  the 
full  and  unrestricted  enjoyment,  within  their  own  ports  or  elsewhere,  of  the  same  righ& 
(with  the  single  exception  of  the  right  to  retain  prizes  brought  in)  which  it  accorded  to  any 
other  ships  of  war  of  a  bellig[erent  power;  nevertheless,  so  tar  from  admitting  that  by  such 
conduct,  as  you  now  contend,  *'  they  assumed  a  responsibility  for  all  damage  done  "  by  such 
vessels,  your  government  distinctly  repudiated  any  such  responsibility  when  urged  upon  them 
by  arguments  almost  identical  with  those  on  which  you  now  rely. 

While  admitting  that  several  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment against  persons  amenable  to  British  law,  who  had  been  shown  by  probable  evidence 
to  have  been  guilty  of  violating  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  (Captain  Corbett,  of  the  Sea  King, 
to  whom  you  refer  as  having  never  been  brought  to  trial,  is  awaiting  his  trial  at  the  present 
moment,)  you  make  it,  nevertheless,  matter  of  complaint  that  no  legal  proceedings  have  been 
taken  against  any  of  the  confederate  agents  in  this  country,  under  whose  direction  and  man- 
agement various  operations,  in  abuse  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality,  are  said  to  have  been  cou- 
dncted.  But  no  uiformation,  supported  by  evidence  on  which  a  prosecution  could  be  Judi- 
ciously instituted  or  successfully  maintained,  has  ever  been  laid  before  her  Majesty's  ffoveru- 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  laws  of  this  country  were  in  &kct  so  violated  by  any 
of  those  persons. 

Ton  are  well  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  not  only  municipal  but  also  international  law 
permits  either  of  two  belligerents  to  avail  themselves  of  the  resources  of  a  neutral  country, 
^by  mercantile  agencies,  by  loans  of  money,  and  by  tbe  purchase  and  shipment  of  every  kind 
of  munition  of  war,  without  giving  to  the  other  belligerent  any  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  conntry  where  such  operations  are  carried  on. 

Full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  state  of  international  law  by  the  United  States  them- 
selves daring  the  recent  contest.  If,  in  addition  to  operations  of  this  nature,  the  confederate 
agents  in  this  country  superintended  or  directed  other  designs  involving  the  violation  of  our 
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laws,  they  wore  careful  (as  it  nugbt  be  expected  they  wonld  be)  to  keep  their  partidpation 
in  any  such  illegal  acts  as  £ur  as  possible  out  of  sight.  The  agency  of  Captain  Bullock  for 
the  confederate  government  was  indeed,  tb  some  extent,  disclosed  by  parts  of  the  eiridenoe 
relating  to  ships  which  were  the  subject  of  actual  or  contemplated  proceedings  by  her  Majes- 
ty's government,  but  not  in  such  a  manner  nor  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  probable,  in 
the  judgment  of  her  Majesty's  advisers,  that,  if  proceedings  had  been  instituted  against  him 
personiuly,  they  would  have  been  attended  witn  a  successful  result  You  refer,  indeed,  to 
the  recent  transmission,  under  the  orders  of  her  Majesty's  government,  of  Captain  Bullock's 
letter  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah,  directing  tiim  to  cease  from  the  lurther  proseea- 
tion  of  hostilities  as  proof  that  her  Majesty's  government  have,  at  least  in  one  instance,  coo* 
sidered  themselves  to  be  in  possession  of  sufficient  evidence  of  Captain  Bullock's  authority  to 
control  or  prevent  such  hostilities.  But  it  is  not  clear  that  proof  even  of  the  extent  and  kind 
of  authority  assumed  in  that  letter  over  the  Shenandoah  wh6n  at  sea  would  have  supplied 
the  want  of  further  evidence  of  any  infringement  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  Captain 
Bullock  of  the  laws  of  this  country.  Tour  surprise,  however,  on  hearing  of  that  circumstance, 
as  well  as  the  inference  you  draw  irom  it,  of  the  previous  possession  of  evidence  against 
Captain  Bullock  by  her  Majesty's  government,  will,  I  hope,  cease  when  you  learn  that  this 
letter  was  transmitted  by  her  Majesty's  government  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Mr. 
Masoik(the  known  accredited  agent  in  Europe  of  the  Confeaerate  States)  made  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell in  a  letter  dated  the  20th  of  June  last,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  extent  of  the  previous  knowledge  or  ignorance  of  her  Majesty's  government 
with  respect  to  the  acts  of  Captain  Bullock,  they  were  entitled  to  believe,  on  Mr.  Mason's 
authority,  that  the  letter  sent  by  him  for  transmission  would  be  effectual  for  its  intended 
purpose ;  in  which,  being  a  purpose  of  humanity  especially  beneficial  to  the  United  States, 
ner  Majesty's  ^vemment  felt  they  might  safely  endeavor  so  far  to  co-operate  without  anj 
risk  of  being  misunderstood  bv  the  United  States  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLARENDON. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  S^e.,  ifc,  S^c, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lard  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  21,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  two  notes  from  your  lord- 
ship—one of  the  17th  instant,  the  other  of  the  Idth  instant — ^both  of  them  relating  to  the  case 
of  the  vessel  heretofore  known  as  the  Shenandoah. 

The  arguments  presented  in  those  notes  appear  to  me,  substantially,  so  much  the  same  as 
have  been  urged  in  the  correspondence  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  conduct  with  your 
predecessor,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary,  on  my  own  responsibility,  further  to  enlarge  upon 
the  opposite  views  already  submitted. 

Regretting  that  the  result  has  been  to  bring  us  no  nearer  to  any  agreement  in  our  respective 
convictions,  I  shall  content  myself  with  transmitting  copies  of  your  lordship's  notes  for  the 
consideration  of  my  ^vemment,  and  awaiting  specihc  instructions. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

No.  1099.]  Lbgation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

»  London,  DeccTnber  1,  1865. 

Sir:  The  case  of  Captain  P.  S.  Oorbett,  who  stands  charged  with  having  en- 
listed certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  on  board  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah, 
in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  came  up  in  the  court  of  Queen's  bench 
on  Wednesday.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  Times,  of  to-day  and 
yesterday,  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeaient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.    Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[From  the  Times,  Noyember  30, 1865.  ] 

COURT  OP  QUEEN'S  BENCH— Westminster,  November  29. 

SiUings  at  Nisi  Prtuf,  btifore  the  Lord  Chitf  Justice  and  a  special  jury. 

The  Queen  vs.  Corbett. 

This  was  an  indictment  against  Captain  Corbett,  for  alleged  infringements  of  the  forei^ 
enlistment  act  in  the  enlisting  of  men  for  the  Sea  King,  which  afterwards  became  the  cele- 
brated Shenandoah.  There  were  fifty-ei^ht  counts  in  the  indictment,  yarjing  the  charge 
both  as  to  the  names  of  the  men  enlistea  and  as  to  the  particular  act  of  enlistment  or  attempted 
enlistment  alleged.  Thus,  the  first  set  of  counts  relating  to  a  man  named  Ellison:  That 
Peter  Suther  Corbett,  being  a  natural  bom  subject  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  on  the  19th  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1864,  upon  the  high  seas,  to  wit,  in  and  on  board  of  a  certctin  British  ship 
called  the  Sea  King,  did  unlawfully  counsel  and  incite  one  John  Ellison,  then  being  a  naturfu 
born  subject  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  without  the  leaye  or  license  of  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose, 
first  had  and  obtained,  to  enter  himself  to  serye  as  a  sailor  in  and  on  board  a  certain  ship  or 
yessel  intended  to  be  used  for  warlike  purposes  in  the  seryice  of,  and  for,  under,  and  in  aid 
of  a  certain  foreign  power,  that  is  to  say,  a  foreign  power,  commonly  called  the  Confederate 
States  of  America.  Second  count,  same,  except  in  the  seryice  of  and  for,  under,  and  in  aid 
of  certain  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  powers  of  ^oyemment  in  a  foreign  country,  com- 
monly called  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Third  count,  same,  except  counsel  and 
incite  to  enter  himself  **to  be  employed  and  engaged  in  and  on  board,"  &c.,  ending  same  as 
first  count.  Fourth  count,  same  as  third,  except  ending  same  as  second  count.  Fifth  count, 
same  as  first,  except  counsel  and  incite,  &c,t  "  to  agree  to  enter  himself  to  serye,"  &c.  Sixth 
count,  same  as  last,  except  the  ending,  which  same  as  second  count,  beginning  in  the  service, 
dbc  Seyenth  count,  same  as  first  count,  except  counsel  and  incite  **  to  agree  to  enter  him- 
self to  be  employed  and  engaged  in  and  on  board,"  &c.  Eighth  count,  same  as  last,  except 
the  ending,  which  same  as  in  second  count,  beginning  in  the  seryice,  <&c.  Ninth  count, 
same  as  in  first  count,  except  counsel  and  incite  *'to  serve  in  and  on  board,"  &c.  Tenth 
count,  same  as  last,  except  ending  as  in  second  count.  There  were  other  counts  making 
similar  charges  as  to  the  other  men,  Allen,  Ellis,  &c.  And  then,  the  thirty-seyenth  count 
stated  that  the  said  Peter  Suther  Corbett,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1864,  within 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
court,  to  wit,  at  the  East  India  docks,  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  Poplar,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, unlawfully  and  wilfully  did  endeayor  to  procure  one  John  Ellison,  without  the  leave  or 
license  of  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained,  to  serve  and  be  employed  as  a  sailor 
in  sea  service  and  on  board  a  snip  or  vessel  intended  to  be  used  for  warlike  purposes  in  the  service 
of  and  for,  under,  and  in  aid  of  a  certain  foreign  power,  that  is  to  say,  a  certain  foreign  power  com- 
monly called  the  Confederate  States  of  Amenca,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case 
made  and  provided.  Several  other  counts  laised  the  charge  as  to  the  act  alleged,  and  then  the 
fortieth  count  was  the  same  as  the  thirty-seventh,  except  in  the  service  of  and  for,  under,  and 
in  aid  of  certain  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government  in  a  forei^  country, 
that  is  to  say,  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  agunst  the  form  of  the  statute  m  that  case 
made  and  provided.  The  forty-third  count,  that  the  said  Peter  S.  Corbett,  on  the  19th  of 
October,  A.  D.  1864,  in  a  certain  place  subject  to  her  Majesty,  to  wit,  on  board  a  British 
ship  on  the  high  seas,  unlawiuUy  and  wilfully  did  attempt  and  endeavor  to  procure  one  John 
Ellison,  without  the  leave  or  license  of  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained, 
to  enter  and  engage  to  enlist  and  serve  as  a  sailor  in  sea  service  in  and  on  board  a  ship  or 
vessel  intended  to  be  used  for  warlike  purposes,  in  the  service  of  and  for,  under,  and  in  aid 
of  a  certain  foreign  power,  that  is  to  say,  a  foreign  power  commonly  called  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided.  The 
forty-sixth  count  same  as  forty-third,  except  ending,  which  same  as  fortieth  count.  The  forty- 
ninth  count  same  as  forty-third,  except  **to  serve  and  be  employed  as  a  sailor,"  &c  The 
fifi^-second  count  same  as  forty-ninth,  except  ending,  which  same  as  fortieth.  And  the  re- 
mamine  counts  still  further  varied  the  charge. 

The  defendant  pleaded  *'  not  guilty." 

The  solicitor  general,  Mr.  Gi&rd,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  Hannen  appeared  for  the  Crown ;  Mr. 
£.  James,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Milward,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Sleigh,  Mr.  Kemplay,  and  Mr.  Witt  for  the  de- 
fendant 

The  Solicitor  General,  in  opening  the  case,  said :  This  is  a  prosecution  for  a  breach 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  without  now  referring  in  detail  to  its  provisions  it  may  be 
enough  for  me  to  describe  it  in  the  words  of  its  title,  as  **  An  act  to  prevent  the  enlisting  or 
engagement  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  serve  in  foreign  service,  and  the  fitting  out  or  equip- 
ping m  her  Majesty's  dominions  vessels  for  warlike  purposes  without  her  Majesty's  license." 
That  is,  the  act  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  better  enabling  us  to  preserve  our  neutrality 
between  foreign  belligerents,  and  to  prevent  our  being  embroiled  in  foreign  wars  with  whicn 
we  had  no  concern.  The  learned  solicitor  general  then  proceeded  to  state  the  circumstances 
oat  of  which  the  present  charge  had  arisen.    On  the  8th  of  October,  1864,  he  said,  a  ve^el 
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left  London  caHecl  the  Sea  King^,  bat  the  name  of  which  was  subsequently  changed  to  the 
Shenandoah  a  name  which  has  since  become  but  too  well  known.  She  was  a  screw  steamer, 
dipper  built,  and  was  built  at  Glasgow  in  1863.  She  was  790  tons  reflpster,  and  had  made 
.  but  one  voyafire  previously,  and  tnat  was  to  China,  fler  registered  owners  then  were 
Messrs.  Wallace  &,  Co.  At  the  time  she  sailed  from  London  last  October  her  registered 
owner  was  a  Mr.  Richard  Wright  On  the  7th  of  October  there  is  an  entry  on  the  register 
empowering  P.  S.  Corbett,  the  captain  and  present  defendant,  to  sell  the  ship  at  any  port  out 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  ibr  not  less  than  £40,000.  The  voyage  was  nominally  to  Bombay, 
and  the  crew  were  engaged  for  Uiat  voyage.  The  captain  engaged  some  of  them  himself^ 
and  when  engaging  them  asked  this  significant  question,  ''Whether  they  were  single 
men  7"  The  snipes  cargo  professed  to  be  coals  and  provisions.  On  the  8th  of  October  she 
sailed  for  Madeira,  where  she  joined  another  vessel,  and  they  sailed  together  to  a  rocky 
island  near,  called  the  Deserters.  That  other  vessel  was  the  Laurel,  from  Liverpool,  and 
was  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  were  transferred  to  the  Sea  King^,  wnich  ves- 
sel was  next  morning  completely  armed.  Some  persons  came  on  board  from  the  Laurel  de- 
scribing themselves  as  confederate  officers,  and  one  was  Captain  Waddel,  who  proceeded  to 
take  charge  of  the  Sea  King,  and  altered  her  name  to  the  Shenandoah.  Captain  Corbett 
called  the  men  aft  and  told  them  that  he  had  sold  the  ship,  that  she  would  be  a  confederate 
cruiser,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  enlist,  and  then  told  Waddel,  **  I  got  as  many  single 
men  as  I  could.**  Tbe  men  were  then  offered  £7  a  month  and  £  14  bounty.  A  few  enlisted, 
but  most  of  them  refused.  Captain  Corbett  then  took  the  rest  with  him  on  board  the  Laurel 
to  Teneriffe,  and  then  asked  them  to  say  they  were  wrecked  men,  to  account  for  their  ap- 

C ranee  on  board  the  Laurel.  The  consul,  however,  arrested  Corbett  and  sent  him  to  Eng- 
3.  Af^er  thus  stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  learned  solicitor  general  proceeded  to  say 
that  tbe  indictment  contained  a  number  of  counts,  stating  the  charge  in  different  ways,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  everv  form  of  leeal  objection  which  may  be  made  on  tbe  part  of  the 
defendant.  He  is  charged  in  some  of  toe  counts  with  having  committed  an  offence  in  this 
country  by  inciting  men  to  enlist  in  England  in  the  confederate  service ;  and  upon  these 
counts,  if  you  should  think  that  he  enlisted  men  in  this  country,  ostensibly  for  a  voyage,  say 
to  Bombay,  but  iiBally  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  pressure  upon  them  when  they  mi^t  oe 
on  the  high  seas  to  enter  the  confederate  service,  then  (under  the  correction -of  his  lordship) 
the  offence  would  have  been  committed  in  this  country.  This  is  the  same  point,  indeed,' 
which  was  so  ruled  by  his  lordship  at  the  Liverpool  assises,  in  the  case  of  '*  the  Queen  v. 
Highatt  and  another,"  (reported  in  3  Foster  ana  FinhuotCs  Reports ;)  and,  assuming  that 
you  should  be  satisfied  that  he  was  aware  of  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  vessel,  he  would, 
under  such  circumstances,  accordingto  that  ruling,  be  guilty  of  the  offence  which  is  charged 
in  these  counts  of  the  indictment.  But,  further,  toe  defendant  is  charged  in  another  set  of 
counts  with  having  committed  an  offence  against  the  act,  by  enlisting  men  upon  the  high 
seas  for  the  confederate  service ;  and  if  you  should  believe  upon  the  evidence  that  he  en- 
deavored to  induce  any  of  the  men  to  enlist  in  the  confederate  service,  on  board  the  Sea 
King,  which  at  that  time  was  a  British  vessel,  although  intended  to  be  used  in  the  confeder- 
ate service,  then  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  common  law  offence  of  inciting  men  to  commit  a 
breach  of  an  act  of  Parliament — i.  «.,  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act — on  the  high  seas,  by  en- 
listing in  a  vessel  which  (according  to  the  words  of  the  act,)  was  intended  to  be  used  for 
warlike  purposes  in  the  service  of  a  fbreign  belligerent.  In  another  set  of  counts  the  defend- 
ant is  charged  with  having  committed  tie  offence  in  a  **  place  subject  to  her  Majesty,"  (ac- 
cording to  tbe  words  of  the  act,)  on  board  a  British  vessel ;  and  to  this  set  of  counts  similar 
observations  would  apply.  Having  thus  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  law 
applicable  to  it,  the  learned  solicitor  general  concluded  his  address  in  these  terms :  The  case, 

gentlemen,  is  one  of  great  importance.  It  is  of  importance  to  the  prisoner,  who  is  very  ably 
efeuded,  and  who,  of  course,  you  will  not  convict  unless  the  offence  is  satisfactorily  estal)- 
lished.  It  is  of  importance,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  public ;  for  it  deeply  concerns  us  all 
that  the  Queen's  subjects  should  not  be  permitted  to  engage  in  foreign  wars  without  her  con- 
sent, a  practice  which,  if  permitted,  would  be  alike  derogatory  to  tne  dignity  and  injurious 
to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  '*  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  country.'^*  Tbe  facts  of  the  case  having  been  thus  stated,  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  Crown  proceeded  to  call  evidence. 

The  first  witness  called  was  the  first  man  mentioned  in  the  indictment,  the  man  Ellison, 
who  said  that  he  was  an  able-bodied  seaman;  that  in  October  last  he  went  to  Green's  Home 
to  sign  articles  for  tbe  Sea  King.  He  saw  the  defendant  there  and  signed  as  quartermaster. 
He  was  to  have  £3  a  month,  and  went  on  board  on  October  8,  1864.  The  Sea  Kin^  was 
then  alon^ide  the  dummv  at  Blackwall.  They  started  on  the  8th,  and  got  off  Madeira  in 
seven  or  eight  days,  and  then  sighted  a  vessel  which  turned  out  to  be  the  Laurel.  They  sig- 
nalled her,  and  then  went  to  an  island  called  the  Deserters,  to  which  the  Laurel  follow^ 
them.  When  within  speaking  distance  of  the  Laurel  the  men  of  the  Sea  King  were  ordered 
to  reeve  purchases  to  the  main*  yard -arm,  to  hoist  in  goods  strong  enough  to  carry  three  tons. 
A  number  of  cases  were  then  unloaded  from  tbe  Laurel  into  the  Sea  King.  They  were  very 
heavy,  and  some  of  them  broke  with  the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  and  he  saw  that  they  contained 
shot,  shell,  small-arms,  and  ship's  g^ns.  The  witness  swore  that  when  the  vessel  was  off 
Madeira  a  gentleman  in  gn^  came  on  board,  and  that  the  defendant,  standing  by  the  side  of 


DIPLOICATIO  CniSESPOHDBKOB.  15 

him,  said,  ''  I  bavo  sold  the  riiip ;  any  of  yon  who  wish  to  join,  the  captain  will  ffire  g^ood 
waM  and  bounty,**  and  that  the  other  gentleman,  the  '*  eentleman  in  gray,**  said  that  he 
had  taken  charge  of  the  ship  as  a  privateer  for  the  confederate  government,  and  that  he 
wonld  give  the  waM  Captain  Corbstt  had  stated.  The  witness  stated  that  the  defendant 
spoke  to  him  and  AJlen — both  of  whom  were  naval  reserve  men — to  indnce  them  to  join,  but 
they  declined,  and  came  home  in  the  Laurel.    Three  or  four,  however,  remained  in  the  Sea 


The  witness  was  severely  cross-examined  by  Mr.  James,  tod  it  was  elicited  that  he  had 
been  convicted  of  some  trifling  offence,  and  sentenced  to  a  month*s  imprisonment.  It  was 
also  elicited  that  he  had  for  some  time  past  done  no  work,  and  was  staying  in  Batcliffe,  re* 
ceivin^  25$,  a  week,  as  he  believed,  from  the  Crown. 

The  solicitor  general  avowed  that  in  this,  as  in  other  similar  cases,  the  Crown  had  paid  the 
wages  of  seamen  who  were  asked  to  remain  in  this  country  as  witnesses,  because  otherwise 
they  could  not  be  expected  to  remain. 

Mr.  James  said  he  did  not  make  any  imputation  on  that  ground. 

In  further  cross-examination  of  the  witness  it  was  elicitea  that  he  had  had  a  quarrel  with 
the  defendant  at  Teneriffis,  and  he  could  not  give  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  remained. 
It  was  further  elicited  that  when  examined  at  Teneriffe  he  said  that  Allen  told  him  that  the 
defendant  had  said  what  he  now  stated  he  himself  had  heard  him  say,  and  he  now  professed 
to  forget  what  he  had  told  the  consul. 

The  ■  next  witness  was  the  man  Allen,  who  also  was  a  royal  naval  reserve  man.  He 
confirmed  £IIi8on*s  evidence  as  to  the  engagement  at  Blackwall,  and  as  to  what  took  place 
np  to  the  time  the  ship  got  to  Madeira,  where,  he  said,  the  captain  **  dodged  about  **  a  good 
deal  at  night.  Next  morning  they  saw  the  vessel  called  the  Laurel  at  anchor,  and  thev  sig- 
nalled her  and  stood  off  to  her.  The  Laurel  then  came  out,  and  the  Sea  King  followed  her, 
:  until  they  came  to  a  little  island  called  the  Desert  island — a  bare  rock,  where  they  both  came 
to  anchor ;  the  captain  of  the  Laurel  came  on  board,  and  heavy  cases  were  slung  on  board 
from  the  Laurel,  which,  becoming  accidentally  opened,  were  found  to  contain  guns.  Thore 
were  also,  he  said,  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  casks  or  cases  which  burst,  and  disclosed 
shot  and  shell.  This  went  on  cUl  night,  and  the  defendant  was  "  as  busy  as  any  one  else  '* 
in  getting  these  things  in.  The  loading  was  not  completed  until  next  morning,  when  th  e 
''Imnds'*  were  **piTOd  aft,**  and  Captain  Corbett,-the  defendant,  was  heard  to  say,  **  Well, 
meu,  I*ve  sold  the  ship.  This  is  the  gentleman  who  has  got  the  command  of  Ler,  (pointing 
to  the  'gentleman  iu  gray,*)  and  if  you  like  to  join  her  you*ll  be  very  well  paid  for  it**  The 
"  gentleman  in  gray  **  said  he  would  give  £  10  Dounty,  and  £7  to  £  10  a  month  wages.  The 
men,  however,  refused.  Another  effort  was  ailerwards  made  by  the  gentleman  in  p-ay  to 
induce  the  witness  to  enlist,  but  the  witness  said  he  refused  to  ioin.  The  gentleman  in  gray 
said  he  would  give  better  wages  than  could  be  got  in  the  English  fleet,  and  would  ffiveiiim 
as  much  as  £14  a  month  to  go  as  gunner's  mate;  but  the  witness  refused.  Shortly  after- 
ward, he  said,  Captain  Corbett  came  up  to  him  and  took  him  into  the  cabin,  and  said  it  was 
&  very  good  ofler,  and  they  had  better  take  it.  At  the  time  of  this  conversation  the  other 
laen  were  standing  round  the  cabin  door,  which  was  open,  and  Ellison,  among  others,  was 
there.  Finally,  however,  the  witness  and  most  of  the  otner  men  refused  the  offer  and  left  with 
the  defendant  in  the  Laurel.'  Until  they  lefi  Madeira  the  English  flag  was  flying,  but  then  it 
was  struck,  and  when  thev  left  there  was  another  flag,  white,  with  a  blue  cross  and  *'  a  lot 
of  stars.**  Nothing  which  appeared  to  be  material  was  elicited  from  this  witness  in  cross- 
examination,  and  his  evidence  did  not  seem  to  be  shaken  in  any  way. 

Karens,  another  of  the  men  named  in  the  indictment,  was  next  called,  and  confirmed  the 
Above  evidence.  He  said  that  after  the  defendant  saw  the  Laurel  he  gave  orders  to  have  the 
**  purchases  *'  made  ready  to  raise  weights,  and  then  the  hoisting  of  arms  on  board  took 
place  as  described  by  the  other  witnesses.  The  witness  fnrUier  staled  that  the  defendant  had 
>^}  in  the  presence  of  the  men,  that  he  had  **sold  the  ship  to  the  confederate  government,** 
&nd  he  then  (the  witness  said)  introduced  the  American  officer,  (that  is  **the  gentleman  in 
gniy ''  alluded  to  by  the  other  witnesses, )  who  would  say  what  wages  would  be  given.  The 
American  officer  said  the  name  was  to  be  the  Shenandoah.  After  they  left,  the  vessel  hoisted 
^  white  flaff.  with  blue  cross,  and  several  stars  upon  it.  Being  shown  a  representation  of  a 
°^«  he  said  that  was  the  flag,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  confederate  flag.  The  **  gentle- 
man in  gray  **— the  American  gentleman— went  away  with  the  Sea  King. 

It  was  elicited  from  this  witness  that  Captain  Corbett  had  to  put  some  of  them  into  the 
*^*""^ge  of  the  police  for  disorderly  conduct  at  Teneriffe.  The  **  gentleman  in  gray  **  was 
near  the  defendant  when  he  spoke  and  said  the  ship  was  not  going  to  fight,  but  to  cruise 
Jpinst  merchantmen,  like  the  Alabama,  and  that  the  men  would  **  make  a  goi>d  thing  of  it  if 
they  would  go.**  It  was  the  American  gentleman  who  kept  making  offers  of  money  and 
mcreasinar  the  offers  until  he  oSend  £J6  bounty  and  £7  10*.  a  month  wages.  The  witness 
•ud  that  just  before  he  left  the  Sea  King«he  saw  inside  the  cabin  a  **  bucket  full  of  gold.*' 
^B  was  at  the  time  the  *' American  officer*'  was  tempting  the  men  to  go  into  his  service, 
'le  was  quite  confident  that  the  defendant  said  out  loud  that  he  *'had  sold  the  ship  to  the 
confederate  government.*' 

In  cross-examination  it  was  elicited  from  the  witness  that  he  had  been  taken  to  the  Ameri- 
ca consuPs  at  Liverpool,  and  a  great  many  questions  were  asked  as  to  what  tl^n  took 
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I^aoe,  aod  it  appciMPtd  Hbtti  h»  had  betn  Mked  what  ha  saw  and  hMrd  <m  boai4  the  Sea 
King,  and  that  ne  told  what  he  knew,  and  made  a  deposition  before  Mr.  Raffles,  the  mi^- 
tiate. 

A  man  named  Sell  gave  similar  evidence,  statin||^  that  the  defendant  told  the  ''gentle- 
man in  gray,"  at  Deserter's  island,  that  he  had  obtamed  as  many  single  men  as  he  could ; 
and  that  the  defendant  then  advised  the  men  to  join  the  American  pnvateer,  sajine  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  them,  and  that  the  vessel  was  not  going  to  fight,  but  to  take  prizes, 
as  the  Alab^na  had  done. 

This  witness,  in  crcfs-ezamination,  said  he  had  seen  the  bucket  of  gold  on  board,  and  that 
Ihe  American  captain,  or  **the  gentleman  in  grav,"  advised  the  men  to  join,  saying  that 
the  vessel  was  not  going  to  fight,  but  to  cruise  and  take  prizes,  as  the  Alabama  had  done. 
The  defendant,  the  witness  said,  reputed  what  the  Ameiican  captain  said,  and  said,  **Tou 
hear  what  the  captain  says." 

A  man  named  Webster,  a  fireman,  gave  similar  evidence,  stating  that  the  defendant  said, 
**  I  sway  (i.  e.,  persuade)  you  men  to  go  in  the  ship ;  it  is  a  good  thing  for  you  ;"*  and  he 
pointed  out  the  **  gentleman  in  spray  "  as  the  captain.  When  tne  defendant  got  toTeneriffe 
with  the  Laurel,  the  witness  saio,  he  told  the  men  to  say  they  were  shipwrecked  seamen 
being  taken  home. 

In  cross-examination  this  witness,  as  well  as  the  last,  said  that  what  the  defendant  said 
was  that  he  had  sold  the  vessel,  and  tiiat  those  who  did  not  like  to  join  must  go  back  with 
him  in  the  Laurel. 

The  Lord  Chibf  Jdsticb.  Did  he  say  that  all  at  once  or  at  different  times  ? 

Witness.  No  ;  he  didn't  say  it  all  at  once,  but  he  said  it  at  different  times. 

In  further  cross-examination,  however,  it  was  elicited  diat  the  witness  had  said  before  the 
magistrates  that  the  defendant  had  said  it  all  at  the  same  time,  though  not  in  the  same 
breath ;  and  the  witness,  being  further  pressed,  said  that  the  defendant  said  it  all  while  the 
men  were  in  a  group  and  before  he  lef^  the  group  of  men,  as  they  were  standing  toother ; 
the  case,  as  suffgfested  for  the  prosecution,  being  tnat  the  defendant  first  tried  to  get  the  men 
to  enlist,  and  tnen  afterwards,  finding  that  they  would  not,  said  that  if  they  would  not  they 
must  go  back  with  him  in  the  LaureC 

This  witness,  as  well  as  the  last,  stated  that  the  ''gentleman  in  gray"  said  that  "he  should 
not  fi^ht  unless  driven  into  a  comer,"  as  he  was  going  to  cruise  K>r  prizes. . 

This  witness,  like  the  others,  was  pressed  a  goc^  deal  about  offering  evidence  to  the  police 
and  applying  for  subsistence  money,  but  it  all  appeared  to  come  to  no  more  than  this — which 
the  solicitor-general  had  already  avowed — that  the  Crown  had  allowed  the  seamen  subsistence 
money  to  retain  them  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  evidence  at  the  triaL 

The  next  witness  was  Benjamin  Sell,  the  boatswain,  who  hSd  piped  "  all  hands  aft "  on 
board  the  Sea  King,  to  hear  what  the  defendant  had  to  say.  When  he  had  got  the  "  hands  *' 
together  the  defendant  came  and  stood  by  the  "gentleman  in  gray,"  to  woom  this  witness 
for  the  first  time  gave  the  name  of  Captain  Waddell,  and  then  the  defendant  said,  '*  Well, 
men,  I've  sold  the  ship,  and  those  who  like  to  join  her  may,  and  those  who  don't  may  go  back 
with  me  in  the  Laurel."  "I,"  said  the  witness,  "  made  answer,  '  That  won't  do  for  me ;  the 
flag  is  the  wrone  flag ;  the  old  flag  for  me,'  and  with  that,"  said  he,  "  I  went  to  get  my  box, 
as  I  wanted  to  Be  on,  for  they  were  a  very  vicious  lot,  the  men  who  came  on  board,  and  I 
didn't  like  the  looks  of  them.''    (Laughter.) 

This  man  was  pressed  a  good  deal  in  cross-examination  as  to  something  suggested  to  have 
passed  between  him  and  one  Hensman  as  to  something  that  was  to  be  got,  as  it  was  sug- 
gested, for  giving  testimony;  but  as  there  appeared  great  obscurity  as  to  what  it  was,  and 
the  witness  wanted  to  explain  what  it  was,  the  jury  said  they  desired  to  hear  him  tell  his  own 
story  about  it,  and  the  witness  then  said  that  he  and  the  other  men  wanted  to  know  what  it 
was  they  were  to  have  for  having  been  taken  to  Madeira  on  an  abortive  voyage,  and  the 

answer  not  being,  as  he  thought,  satisfactory,  he  got  angry  and  said  it  was  all  a  " 

catch,"  and  a  "lot  of  lies."  He  was  pressed  a  good  deal  with  a  view  to  show  that  this  meant 
that  the  statement  the  witnesses  bad  made  was  "a  lot  of  lies,"  but  he  said  that  this 
alluded  to  a  supposed  promise  of  two  years'  pay.  He  was  pressed  very  strongly  about  this, 
but  with  every  appearance  of  truthfulness  adnered  to  his  story.  Being  asked  in  re-examina- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  what  had  passed  between  him  and  Hensman,  and  what  Hens- 
man  wanted  with  him,  he  said  that  Hensman  seemed  a  "  sort  of  loafer,"  and  wanted  to  know 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  used  soft  language  to  him,  and  told  him  that  he  (Hensman)  had 
been  on  Captain  Corbett's  side,  &c. 

It  was  then  proved  that  the  flag  which  had  been  spoken  of  was  the  confederate  flag. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Jambs,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  demanded  to  know  upon  what  counts  the  Crown 
intended  to  rely,  as  the  indictment  was  so  long  and  the  counts  so  numerous. 

The  Solicitor  General  said  he  had  distinctly  stated  in  his  opening.  Some  of  the 
courts  charg^  that  the  defendant  in  this  country  incited  certain  persons  (Elnson,  Allen,  &c.) 
to  enlist  in  the  confederate  service,  and  he  relied  upon  these.  There  was  another  set  of 
counts,  charging  the  offence  to  have  been  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  he  mainly  relied 
upon  these.  There  was  another  set  of  counts,  charging  the  ofleuce  to  have  been  committed 
in  a  oertian  place  abroad,  i.  e.,  a  British  vessel.  C^nir\n]f> 
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Tlie  Lord  Chief  Jitsticr.  As  to  that  set  of  coonts  there  is  this  diffieaUy,  that  the  vessel 
appears  not  to  have  been  a  British  vessel,  but  a  confederate  vessel. 

The  Sdlicitor  Qbneral  said  he  thought  the  character  of  the  vessel  had  not  been  changed 
at  the  time  these  attempts  were  made,  for  the  confederate  flag  had  not  been  hoisted. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  But  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  what  her  real  character  was. 
However,  prolMibly  it  would  be  equally  an  offence  whether  on  board  a  Britisfh  vessel  or  not. 
Perhaps,  continued  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the  counsel  on  both  sides  may  be  relieved  from 
discussing  the  questions  of  law,  for  I  shallpursne  in  this  case  the  same  course  as  was  pursued 
In  the  case  referred  to — **  The  Queen  v.  Highatt  and  Jones**— that  is,  I  shall  ask  tiie  jury 
whether,  in  point  of  fiict,  the  defendant  did  attempt  to  enlist  or  procure  the  men  to  enlist, 
and,  if  so,  tnen  all  quesUons  of  law  will  be  reserved,  whether  as  to  the  place  where  the  acts 
were  committed,  or  otherwise. 

The  SoucrroR  Qemeral  said  it  would  be  a  common  law  ofifence  to  incite  the  parties 
to  enlist,  and  thus  to  contravene  a  statute. 

Mr.  James  said  that  was  true  if  the  men  were  British  subjects  and  the  men  actually  en- 
listed ;  but  these  men  had  not  enlisted ;  they  had  refused. 

The  SouciTOR  General  said  he  quite  dissented  from  this  view  of  the  law,  and  con- 
tended that  if  the'  act  of  incitement  or  the  attempt  to  enlist  was  committed,  then  it  was  an 
offence.  y 

Mr.  James.  A  statutable  offence,  but  not  a  common  law  offence.  The  first  thirty-six 
counts  are  at  common  law. 

The  SoucrroR  General  again  dissented  from  his  learned  friend*s  view  of  the  law. 

Tho  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  law  further, 
because  he  should  reserve  the  questions  of  law.    The  question  now  was  as  to  the  facts. 

Mr.  James  desired  to  postpone  till  to-day  his  address  to  the  jury. 

The  case  was  then^joumed. 


[From  the  Times,  December  1, 1865.] 

COURT  OF  QUEEN'S  BENCH— Westminster,  November  30. 

Sittings  at  Nin  Friiu  before  the  Lord  Ch^f  Justice  and  a  special  jury. 

The  Queen  vs,  Corbett, 

The  trial  of  this  case  was  continued.  It  is  an  indictment  against  Captain  Corbett  for  an 
alleged  infringement  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  in  enlisting,  or  attempting  to  enlist,  sea- 
men for  the  ^a  King,  afterwards  the  Shenandoah.  The  indictment  contained  fifty-eight 
counts,  some  charging  the  act  or  the  attempt  as  made  in  this  country,  and  others  charging  it 
as  committed  on  the  high  seas. 

The  Solicitor  QeneraJ,  Mr.  Giffard,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  Hannen  were  for  the  Crown ;  Mr.  E. 
James,  Q.C.,Mr.Milward,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Sleigh,  Mr.  Kemplay,  and  Mr.  Witt  were  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  case  for  the  Crown,  which  was  closed  yesterday  and  reported  in  our  columns  to-day, 
came  in  substance  to  this :  That  the  defendant  engaged  men  at  Blackwall  for  the  veusel,  in 
which  he  sailed  to  Madeira,  where  another  vessel,  the  Laurel,  was  signalled,  and  then  the 
two  together  went  to  the  Desertas  island  and  anchored,  and  a  large  Quantity  of  guns,  &.C.,  were 
then  loaded  on  board  the  Sea  King,  which  soon  afterwards  hoistea  the  confederate  flag,  and 
was  called  the  Shenandoah,  and  l^yond  all  donbt  was  then  in  thQ  confederate  service.  And 
further,  that  a  ** gentleman  in  gray,"  an'  '^American  gentleman,*'  (who  turned  out  to  be 
Captain  Waddell,)  came  on  board  the  Sea  King,  and  he  and  the  defendant  together  tried  to 
induce  the  crew  to  enlist  in  the  new  service,  (which  was  distinctly  avowed,)  a  large  bounty 
being  offered  to  them  to  induce  them  to  do  so.  It  was  attempted  to  elicit  from  the  witnesses 
for  the  Crown  what  Captain  Corbett,  the  defendant,  said,  which  was,  **  iWe  sold  the  ship  to 
the  confederates,  and  those  who  like  may  join,  and  those  who  donH  may  go  back  with  me 
in  the  Laurel,"  and  that  all  the  inducements  and  persuasions  came  %)m  the  ''American  gen- 
tleman," who,  it  was  admittee,  did  use  great  endeavors  to  induce  the  m»n  to  enlitit.  Three 
of  the  men  did  join,  and  the  rest  came  home.  It  further  appeared  that  there  was  some 
**  young  gentleman  "  on  board  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  direction  of  the  vessel  on 
her  vGvage  out  from  London  to  Madeira. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  court  this  morning — 

Mr.  Jamks  addressed  the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  He  quite  concurred  with  the 
solicitor  general,  he  said,  as  to  the  importance  of  the  case.  It  was  most  important,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  laws  of  the  land  should  be  vindicated  by  the  executive  government,  as  re- 
garded the  violation  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  this  country  among  themneTves,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  regard  to  laws  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
c-ountry  with  respect  to  foreign  nations.  It  was  also  of  great  importance  to  Captain  Corbett 
that  he  should  not  be  convicted  unless  the  facts  proved  clearly  brought  the  case  within  the 

2DC 


18  DIPLOMATIC  OOBBESPONDEKOS. 

hsw.  They  bad  all  heard  a  eood  deal  within  the  last  three  or  four  Team  of  the  foreign  enliat- 
meDt  act,  the  object  of  wbid  was  to  enable  the  government  faithfully  to  falfii  all  the  dntiea 
of  a  neutral  state  towards  other  countries,  with  whom  we  were  at  peace,  but  who  were,  un- 
happily,  at  war.  That  act,  however,  had  reference  to  different  tbiogs — to  equipment  and  to 
enfistment — and  it  was  of  importance  not  to  oonfonnd  them.  It  was  one  thing  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  equipment  of  a  ship  to  prey  upon  the  merchant  service  of  one  of  the  bellifferenta, 
and  qoite  another  thing  to  be  engag^  in  endeavoring  to  procure  men  for  either  of  the  belli- 
gerents.  There  were  some  matters  which  might  raise  a  prejudice  against  the  defendant,  bat 
which  were  not  at  all  relevant  to  the  real  question  at  issue.  It  did  not  follow  that  becauae 
at  one  period  or  point  of  time  the  defendant  was  aware  of  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  thai, 
therefore,  he  was  so  from  the  beginning,  or  that  even  if  he  were  so  he  had  tried  to  induce  any 
of  the  men  to  enlist.  That  the  vessel  did  in  the  result  enter  into  the  confederate  service  was 
too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt.  Who  were  the  persons  by  whom  the  ship  was  destine*!  for  the 
service  was  not  known.  At  all  events  the  defendant  was  not  chargi^  with  it.  If  he  had 
been  supposed  to  know  of  it  be  oomld  have  been  indicted  for  it.  And  it  was  fair  to  assume 
that  he  did  not  know  of  it,  and  had  no  part  in  it.  Whoever  it  was  who  had  destined  and 
provided  the  vessel  for  the  service  would  probably  keep  it  a  secret  from  every  one  else.  It 
was  probable  that  the  young  gentleman  on  board  niight  have  been  in  the  secret,  and  not  the 
defendant.  It  was  proved  that  he  said  after  reaching  Madeira,  **IVe  sold  the  vessel  to  the 
confederates,"  and  more  than  one  witness  for  the  Crown  stated  that  what  he  added  was  only 
this,  **  Those  who  like  to  join  may  do  so ;  those  who  don't  may  return.*'  The  question  for 
the  jury  would  be7;-are  you  satisfied  that  he  made  use  of  any  persuasions  or  inducements  to 
procure  these  men  (o  enlist  in  the  service  7  That  would  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon 
whether  he  knew  from  the  first  the  real  destination  of  the  vessej.  But  what  was  there  to 
show  that  he  did  ?  And  what  was  there  then  to  show  that  when  he  engaged  the  men  in  Lon- 
don he  meant  that  they  should  enter  into  the  confederate  service  ?  Wlpr,  there  was  nothing 
to  show  that  at  that  time  he  knew  the  destination  of  the  vessel.  Very  nkely  he  was  ready  to 
sell  it  to  some  one,  and  did  not  know  for  what  purpose.  And  it  would  be  unfair  to  infer, 
from  his  subsequent  knowledge  of  it,  a  previous  knowledge  of  it  on  his  part.  And  even  if 
he  had  such  knowledge  and  intention  on  his  part,  waslt  not  necessary  that  there  should 
be  tiie  same  knowledge  and  intention  on  the  part  of  the  seaman  engaged  7  The  indictment 
had  been  framed,  no  doubt,  with  great  ingenuity  to  avoid  this  and  other  legal  objections  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant.  No  one  could  say  that  the  government  of  this  country  had  not 
done  their  best  to  preserve  its  neutrality  in  the  late  war.  They  had  instituted  several  prose- 
cutions; whether  they  had  failed  or  succeeded  depended  upon  the  juries  who  tried  the  cases, 
not  on  the  government.  They,  at  all  events,  had  done  their  duty  in  the  matter.  They  had 
done  their  bast  in  this  and  in  other  cases  to  convict.  In  this,  as  in  other  cases,  they  had  the 
assistance  of  able  and  skilfril  law  officers,  who  had  framed  an  indictment  containing  a  variety 
of  counts,  shaping  the  offence  in  every  possible  way  so  as  to  meet  or  avoid  all  legal  objec- 
tions, as  far  as  possible,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  The  main  question,  however,  would 
be,  did  the  defendant  anywhere  do  anvthing  in  violation  of  the  act  7  There  were  subordinate 
points  of  law  or  fact  arising  out  of  that  main  question,  but  the  points  of  law  are  to  be  re- 
served. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  There  is  the  question  of  fact,  whether  or  not  the  ship,  at  the 
time  of  the  alleged  attempt,  was  a  British  vessel,  or  whether  she  had  not  already  become 
really  a  confederate  vessel. 

Mr.  James.  No  doubt  The  main  question,  however,  will  be  as  to  the  defendant's  acts, 
«nd  whether  be  did  really,  in  anvjplace,  attempt  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist,  or  whether  the 
real  attempts  were  not  made  by  the  American  officers. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to  exclude  the  question  whether  the 
attempts  were  not  made  by  the  American  officers,  who  certainly  were  very  active  and  ener- 
igetic  m  their  endeavors. 

Mr.  Jambs.  Just  so.  That  will  be  one  of  the  grounds  of  defence.  The  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  has  shown  Ihat  the  American  officers  were  very  energetic  in  their  endeavors  to 
induce  the  men  to  enlist.  And  taking  the  version  of  the  defendant's  words,  which  more  than 
one  of  the  crown  witnesses  gave,  was  it  not  more  probable  that  all  he  said  was  to  state  the 
option  which  the  men  had,  and  that  all  the  attempts  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist  were  really 
made  by  the  American  officers  7  At  all  events,  this  was  the  main  question  of  fact  Did  the 
defendant  endeavor  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist  in  the  confederate  service,  or  did  ho  engaee 
men  with  a  view  to  their  being  thus  enlisted  7  He  contended  that  even  in  the  case  for  the 
*Crown  this  was  far  from  being  established,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  much  in  it  to 
raise  a  probability  that  the  case  was  otherwise,  and  he  should  now  supplement  this  evidence 
by  calling  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  who,  he  believed,  would  show  beyond  a 
doubt  the  defendant  had  not  known  of  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  vessel  when  he  engaged 
the  men  for  the  vessel  in  this  country,  and  that  he  had  not  used  any  attempts  or  endeavors 
abroad  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist  in  the  confederate  service. 

Evidence  was  then  gone  into  for  the  defence. 

The  first  witness  caUed  was  Hensman,  who  had  been  alluded  to  repeatedly  in  the  cross- 
•examination  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  as  having  engaged  them  in  conversation  with  re- 
gard to  the  evidence  they  might  give.    Having  given  the  particulars  of  some  previous  voy- 
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BgeB  in  the  vessel,  which  appeared  to  have  been  purely  mercantile,  he  proceeded  to  state  hit 
engagement  for  the  voyage  now  in  queetion,  which  he  said  was  to  Bombay,  as  first  mate, 
and  his  sailing  to  Maddra,  where  the  Laurel  was  signalled.  Beine  asked  when  he  first  heard 
o&the  sale  of  the  vessel,  he  said  that  about  an  hour  after  he  left  Madeira  in  company  of  the 
Laurel  he  heard  from  the  purser  that  he  expected  it  to  be  sold.  The  captain  of  the  Laurel 
(Captain  Ramsay)  told  the  defendant  where  to  anchor  at  the  Desertas  island.  When  the  two 
vessels  were  alon^ide,  Captain  Waddell  came  on  board  in  plain  clothes.  After  this  Captain 
Corbett  came  and  said  he  nad  sold  the  ship. 

The  SoucrroR  General  submitted  whether  this  sort  of  evidence  would  be  admissible ; 
that  is,  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  of  things  said  by  himselfl  Li  that  way  it  was 
manifest  that  any  amount  of  evidence  might  be  made  on  his  behalf. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  he  doubted  whether  strictly  the  evidence  would  be  a'dmi»> 
sible ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  only  right  to  hear  all  that  the  defendant  was  stated  to  have 
said. 

The  SouciTOR  General  said  that  this  being  his  lordship's  opinion,  as  he  did  not  deeife 
to  put  the  case  upon  strict  technical  grounds,  he  should  not  press  his  objection. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  then  resumed,  and  he  stated  that  the  defendant  told 
him  that  some  time  before  he  had  orders  from  the  owners  to  sell  the  vessel,  and  that  he  had 
now  found  a  market  for  her,  and  that  the  crew  should  be  told  that  they  might  go  home  in  the 
Laurel,  and  their  luggage  had  bettor  be  removed  into  that  vessel.  This  was  l^fore  the  prep- 
arations were  made  for  loading,  and  it  was  after  this  that  some  men  came  from  the  Laurel 
to  make  those  preparations.  The  witness  then  produced  and  identified  the  log-book,  in  which 
was  the  entry  si^ed  by  himself,  by  the  defendant,  by  James  Smith,  second  mato,  and  by  J. 
Elliott,  first  engineer: 

**  October  18.  The  screw  steamer  Sea  King  has  this  day  been  sold  and  handed  over  to 
James  Waddell,  her  present  master. 

The  witness  further  stated  that  just  aftor  the  conversation  with  the  defendant  he  told  the 
crew  what  he  bad  heard,  and  desired  them  to  assist  in  gettine  the  luggage  in,  in  order  to  get 
home  sooner.    The  men  worked(he  said)  until  near  one  in  the  morning. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  with  what  object  T 

The  vritness  said  it  was  to  get  the  deck  dear  as  soon  as  they  could  ;.  he  had  no  express 
orders  as  to  the  hours  of  work,  and  gave  none :  but  the  eeneral  orders  from  the  captain  were 
to  get  it  over  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  morning  the  ddendant  told  him  to  see  that  the  men 
packed  up  qidckly  and  got  on  board  the  Laurel.  He  accordingl;^  told  the  men  so,  but  they 
seemed  reluctant  to  leave  the  ship  until  they  had  some  explanation  from  the  captain,  i.  e., 
the  defendant,  and  witness  reported  this  to  the  defendant,  who  then  ordered  them  to  be  called 
toeeAer. 

The  Solicitor  General  observed  that  the  Crown  witnesses  had  not  been  asked  any- 
thing as  to  all  this. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  he  should  allow  them  to  be  recalled  to  be  asked  about  it, 
but  this  was  a  most  inconvenient  course. 

The  witness's  examination  was  continued.  He  said  when  the  men  were  to^eiher  the  de- 
fendant said,  **  I  told  the  mato  to  toll  you  all  to  go  on  board  the  Laurel  ;'*  thenhe  said  some- 
thing about  their  wanting  an  explanation,  and  then  went  on  to  say,  *^  I've  sold  the  ship,  and 
there's  a  steamer  aloneside  in  which  I'll  take  you  all  home."  Some  of  the  men  asked  for 
three  months'  pay.  The  defendant  said  he  had  no  money  to  pay  them  with  there»  but  he 
would  take  them  home,  and  pay  them  all  off  at  home.  Ttus  was  all  the  defendant  said  then, 
but  then  Captain  Waddell  came  up  and  said,  **Now,  men,  g^ve  me  your  attontion.  I've 
bought  this  ship,  and  I  hold  In  my  hand  a  commission  as  lieutonant  in  the  confederato  ser- 
vice. I  am  going  to  put  the  vessel  in  commission  for  a  cruise  for  fiftoen  months  as  a  vessel 
of  the  Confederato  States  navy,  and  I'm  in  want  of  men.  If  any  of  you  prefer  to  remain 
with  me,  instead  of  going  home  with  Captain  Corbett,  I'll  give  you  double  the  wages  you 
had  from  him."  There  was  then  a  confusion  among  the  men,  who  said  they  had  had  quito 
enough  of  her ;  and  they  reproached  Captain  Corbett  with  having  brought  them  out  there 
on  fabe  pretences.  The  defendant  (Captain  Corbett)  endeavored  to  pacify  them,  saying  there 
was  a  steamer  waiting  alongside  of  them,  in  which  he  would  tfUce  them  home  and  pay  them 
off  when  he  got  home  aeain.  Then  he  said,  (turning  to  go  away,)  **  If  you  won't  go  when 
you're  told  you  must  follow  me."  He  stood  a  little  fonger  by  the  ^ngway  with  some  of  the 
men  round  him,  and  then  Captidn  Waddell  said  he  was  not  goine  to  lose  his  ship  as  the 
Alabama  was  lost,  but  only  to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  **  I  don't 
intend  to  fight,"  he  said,  **  unless  we  get  into  a  comer,  and  then  we  shall  have  to  fight  our 
way  out;"  and  he  added  that  he  would  give  the  men  1(M.  bounty  and  5^  a  month  waafes. 
The  defoodant  might  or  might  not  have  heard  this.  Some  of  the  men  then  went  to  get  their 
^^S^^iT^  Ai>d  Captain  Ramsey,  of  the  Laurel,  said  he  should  not  wait  for  them  much  longer. 
The  purser  stopped  in  the  Sea  King,  and  one  of  the  American  officers  said  some  of  the  men 
would  remain.  For  these  releases  or  discharges  were  required  from  their  service  under  the 
defendant,  and  a  written  discharge  was  signed  by  the  defendant  and  the  witness  as  mate. 
The  witness  went  on  to  state  that  in  his  hearing  the  defendant  did  not  say  anything  to  induce 
the  men  to  remain;  and  he  denied  that  the  detendant  bad  used  the  words  sworn  to  by  the 
Crown  witnesses— that  he  had  sold  the  ship  to  the  confederato  government,  and  that  the 
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men  bad  better  join  ber,  Slc  ;  or  tbftt  if  thej  liked  to  join  ber  tbey  would  make  a  fine  thing 
of  it,  or  get  good  wages,  dbc,  or  anytbing  of  that  kind.  The  witnesfl  said  he  beard  nothing 
of  the  sort  said  by  the  defendant,  though  he  stood  by  him  all  the  wbile  and  beard  all  be  saia 
to  the  men.  He  denied  tbe  whole  storr  as  to  the  bucket  of  sovereigns  spoken  to  by  It^e 
Crown  witnesses ;  that  is,  be  declared  be  saw  nothing  of  it,  although  he  was  in  and  out  of 
the  cabin,  and  was  close  to  and  among  the  men  the  whole  time.  He  told  the  defendant  that 
an  attempt  bad  been  made  to  induce  bim  to  stay,  and  the  defendant  said,  **  Don't  yon  tbink 
of  it ;  come  home  with  me."  After  this  the  Laurel  signalled  to  go,  and  the  Sbeuandoah 
signalled,  '*Wait  for  despatches,**  and  despatches  were  sent  in  a  hoat,  the  officer  of  which 
told  the  defendant  that  two  of  the  men  had  joined  tbe  Shenandoah. 

It  yfaa  here  proposed  to  prove  a  statement  to  th^defendant  as  to  some  others  of  the  crew  de- 
siring to  go  to  the  Shenandoah,  with  a  view  to  show  fhat  he  refused  to  let  them  go ;  but  this 
was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  and 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  it  did  not  follow  that  because  at  a  later  stage  the  defendant 
refused  to  let  men  go,  therefore,  previously  he  had  not  tried  to  induce  them  to  go,  as  the  Crown 
witnesses  had  alleged. 

It  was  insisted  on  tbe  part  of  the  defendant's  counsel  that,  at  all  events,  they  were  entitled 
to  ask  as  to  acts  done,  or  proposed  to  be  done,  by  the  defendant ;  and,  as 

The  Solicitor  General,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  said  be  would  not  press  any  objec- 
tion too  strictly,  but  there  must  be  some  limit 

Tbe  examination  of  the  witness  was  proceeded  with  on  that  point,  and  he  stated  that  an 
officer  told  the  defendant  one  of  the  men  had  asked  for  a  boat  to  go  to  the  Shenandoah,  and 
that  tbe  defendant  said  be  *'  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,"  and  so  tbe  boat  was  not  sent. 
Tbe  captain  of  the  Laurel  afterwards  said,  in  order  to  get  out  of  quarantine,  that  be  had  a 
shipwrecked  crew,  and  so  got  a  clean  bill  of  health. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  That  would  not  give  the  ship  a  clean  bill  of  health. 

Tbe  witness  said  the  sanitanr  officer  asked  tbe  defendant  where  be  was  from,  and  de- 
fendant said  from  London,  and  that  be  had  a  bill  of  health  from  London.  Witness  did 
not  hear  what  was  said,  but  the  ship  was  admitted  to  pratique.  After  this  some  of  tbe  men 
got  ashore  and  got  into  a  row,  and  ^ere  given  in  charge  of  tbe  police  and  put  into  prison. 
The  men  ultimately  got  their  wages  for  Uiree  months  beyond  wnat  was  due.  Tbe  witness 
was  then  asked  as  to  certain  statements  to  bim  which  tbe  witnesses  for  the  Crown  bad  de- 
nied— that  tbe  American  consul  would  get  them  two  months*  pay,  &.c. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  intimated  that  these  matters  were  very  remote  from  tbe  issue, 
and  accordingly  they  were  not  pursued  further.  The  witness,  however,  was  asked  as  to  a 
statement  to  him  which  the  witness  Benjamin  Sells  had  made,  that  he  had  been  taken  to  a 
police  office  and  got  to  put  hia  name  to  a  statement  about  tbe  Shenandoah  which  was  all  a 
lot  of  lies.  The  witness  declared  that  Sells  had  so  said,  and  this  closed  his  direct  examina- 
tion. 

In  cross-examination  by  the  solicitor  general  the  witness  said  that  one  White,  a 
merchant  of  Liverpool,  was  owner  of  the  vessel.  When  half  a  mile  from  Madeira  be  **  ran 
a  signal  up  *'  by  the  orders  of  the  captain  or  purser,  he  did  not  know  which.  Asked  if  it  was 
the  purser's  duty  to  give  orders ;  he  said,  **  No.*'  Being  asked  who  gave  the  order,  he  said 
he  heard  none.    He  knew  no  order,  but  be  helped  to  hoist  the  signal. 

Tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice.  What  put  it  into  your  head  to  put  up  the  signal  7 

The  witness  hesitated. 

Tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  repeated  tbe  question  more  peremptorily. 

The  witness  still  paused. 

Tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice.  What  ppt  it  into  your  head  to  run  up  that  signal  7  Ton  maj 
as  well  give  me  an  answer,  for  I  wiU  have  one. 

Tbe  witness  still  hesitated,  and  at  last  said,  **  I  did  not  know  what  it  was  for." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  That  is  not  the  question.    How  came  you  to  hoist  that  signal  ? 

Witness.  I  did  not  do  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Tou  have  said  yon  did. 

Tbe  jury  said  be  certainly  had  so  said. 

Witness.  I  assisted  to  run  it  up. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Well,  how  came  you  to  do  so  7 

The  witness  paused,  and  was  silent  some  seconds. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Now,  did  you  not  know  that  the  ship  was  going  to  be  given 
up  to  the  people  who  had  the  Laurel  7 

.Witness.  No,  I  did  not 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Upon  your  oath  7 

Witness.  Upon  my  oath  I  dkf  not. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Then  how  came  yon  to  help  to  hoist  that  signal 7 

Witness  paused. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Now,  do  yon  mean  to  tell  us  on  your  oath  that  wlmi  yon  left 
England  yon  thought  yon  were  going  to  Bombay  f 

WlTNKSS.  1  do. 

Tbe  Solicitor  General.  Did  you  not  tell  Benjamin  Sell,  (the  Crown  witness  before 
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Kiferred  to,)  that  yon  knew  as  well  as  CaptaiD  Corl>ett,*when  joe  left  England,  where  the 
destination  of  the  vessel  was  T 

WrrNESS.  Since  I  came  home— yes ;  beoaose  I  firmly  believe  that  the  captain  knew 
nothing  abont  it  more  than  I  did. 

The  Solictor  Qenbral.  Ton  beUeved  yon  were  going  to  India  7 

Witness.  Yes. 

The  Solicitor  General.  But  yon  see  my  question  was  not  whether  you  said  you  were  as 
Ignorant  as  Captain  Corbett  of  the  destination  of  the  ship,  but  quite  the  contrary— Whether 
you  did  not  say  you  knew  it  from  the  first  as  well  as  he  aid.    Did  yon  not  say  that  t 

The  witness  paused. 

The  defendant's  counsel  said,  **  Did  ydh  use  those  words  t'* 

Witness.  No,  I  did  not 

The  Solicitor  General  then  pursued  his  eroes-examination  as  to  whether  the  witness 
had  not  offered  to  g^ve  evidence  for  the  Treasury.  He  denied  it,  but  at  last  admitted  that 
he  had  been  to  the  police  station  and  asked  for  the  inspector,  Clark.  He  was  asked  as  to 
what  then  took  place,  and  he  said  he  had  asked  after  Hurcus,  one  of  the  Crown  witnesses  ex- 
amined yesterday.  He  was  pressed  as  to  whether  he  had  not  then  said  the  owners  bad  disap- 
pointed him,  d&c.  He  hesitated,  and  said  he  might  have  said  it,  but  did  not  remember.  He 
was  asked  as  to  whether  he  had  not  then  said  something  about  going  to  the  Treasury  to  g^ve 
evidence,  and  he  admitted  that  he  had,  but  on  a  former  occasion ;  on  the  present  occasion 
his  object  was  to  find  Hurcus. 

The  Solicitor  General.  To  speak  to  him  about  his  evidence  in  this  case  T 

Witness,  after  a  long  pause.  Yes. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Now,  let  me  take  you  back  to  the  former  question,  which  you 
have  not  answered.    Did  you  have  any  order  to  hoist  that  signal  T 

Witness  said  he  did  not  know. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Whom  did  you  assist  in  doing  itf 

The  witness  said,  the  captain. 

The  Solicitor  General.  No  one  else  f 

Witness.  No. 

The  Lord  Chirf  Justice.  You  said  the  pnrser. 

WitDOds  said,  **  Yes,"  and  being  asked  further,  said  he  believed  this  person  was  an  Amer 
lean,  and  that  he  and  this  person  and  the  captain  had  been  together. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  How  came  you  to  know  that  the  Laurel  was  lying  off  Ma- 
deira T 

Witness.  I  did  not  know  it  But  seeing  the  signal,  I  looked  at  the  book,  and  saw  it 
was  the  signal  of  the  Laurel. 

The  SoucrroR  General.  Did  you  ask  any  explanation  of  the  captain— ike  defendant  ? 

Witness.  Not  then. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  When  ? 

The  Witness.  I  did  net  ask;  he  told  me  at  the  Desertas  island  that  he  had  sold  the 
ihip. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  How  came  you  to  find  the  number  of  the  Laurel  T 

The  WrrNESS.  Every  ship  has  its  number. 

The  SoucrroR  General.  You  said  that  Captain  Corbett  said  he  had  orders  to  sell  and 
bad  found  a  market  for  her.  Where  did  you  suppose  he  had  found  a  market  7  Did  you 
not  think  it  strange  that  he  should  find  a  market  /or  her  on  the  high  seas? 

Witness.  I  thought  it  rather  strange. 

Solicitor  General.  Did  you  tell  the  captain  so  T 

Witness.  No,  I  did  not ;  but  I  thought  it  stranp^e  to  find  a  market  on  the  high  seas. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  **  Market  overt"    (Laughter.) 

The  Solicitor  General.  You  thought  it  strange  T  Had  you  no  idea  whether  the  market 
was  peaceful  or  warlike? 

Witness.  I  had  my  suspicions. 

The  SoucrroR  General.  Why  f   What  made  yon  suspicious  T 

WrrNESS,  hesitating.  Well,  I  don't  know.    I  was  a  little  suspicious. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Had  you  no  idea  what  tho  ** luggage"  was  which  you  were 
loading  all  night  t 

WrrNESS.  No;  not  at  first 

The  SouciTOR  General.  You  mean  to  say  that  it  was  not  until  the  shot  and  shell 
tumbled  out  that  you  had  any  idea  that  the  **  luggage  "  was  warlike 7    (A laugh.) 

WrrNES^.  No. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Well,  you  say  you  told  the  men  the  capt4n  said  the  ship  was 
■old.    Which  of  them  did  you  tell  that  to  t 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  says  he  told  them  all. 

Witness.  '*Yes,  I  told  them  all.'*  He  went  on  to  repeat  that  he  had  told  the  men  to  ^ 
on  board  the  Laurel.  He  was  pressed  as  to  whether  after  this,  when  Captain  Waddell  said 
be  would  give  the  men  double  pay  to  stay  with  him,  the  defendant  was  not  dose  by,  and  he 
•aid  he  could  not  say  he  was  not. 

In  re-examination  it  came  out  that  the  defendant  had  taken  the  signal-book,  and  *'  migh 
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have  said  something  abont  the  nambers ;"  bat  he  declared  that  he  ^d  not  know  onHl  he  saw 
the  flag  what  the  number  was.  He  knew  it  meant  a  ship's  name,  bnt  he  did  not  know  until 
he  looked  to  the  book  what  the  name  was,  and  he  found  it  was  the  Laurel.  He  assisted  in 
muning  up  the  signal. 

Being  asked  to  repeat  what  had  passed  between  himself  and  Benjamin  Sells  as  to  the 
defendant  knowing  all  about  it,  he  said  that  Sells  said  that  he  was  sure  Captain  Corbett 
knew  %11  about  it  when  he  left  England ;  and  he  answered  that  he  knew  as  much  about  it 
as*Captain  Corbett,  and  that  he  firmly  belieyed  that  the  captain  knew  nothing  about  it,  and 
was  a  perfect  dupe  in  the  matter.  ^ 

Mr.  Vanzeller,  Portuguese  consul,  was  called  t^prove  that  the  Madeiras  and  the  Desertas 
islands  were  part  of  the  domains  of  Portugal ;  as  to  which,  however. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  this  was  admitted,  and  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  offer 
formal  proof  of  it. 

The  next  witness  was  Elliott,  who  had  been  engineer  on  board  the  Sea  King.  On  reach- 
ing Madeira,  he  said,  they  saw  the  Laurel,  and  signals  were  exchanged,  after  which  the  Sea 
King  followed  the  Laurel  to  the  Desertas  islands.  On  the  18th  of  October,  he  said,  the  cap- 
tain (the  defendant)  on  reaching  the  Desertas  islands,  said  that  the  engines  might  stop  and 
the  vessel  anchor.  Witness  said,  **  This  is  not  Bombay**  (a  laugh) ;  to  which  the  defendant 
answered,  "That  he  had  sold  the  ship  to  Captain  Waddell,  (who  was  standing  by,)  and  got 
the  price.*'  Witness  observed  that  it  was  very  strange  that  the  men  should  be  left  ihere ;  to 
which  the  defendant  replied  that  he  was  as  ignorant  of  this  when  he  lef(  England  as  he  was, 
and  that  the  Laurel  was  alongside,  and  that  they  must  prepare  to  go  home  in  that  vessel. 
Witness  told  this  to  the  firemen,  and  next  momincf  Inhere  was  a  disturbance  among  the  men, 
and  they  were  called  aft,  and  the  defendant  and  Captain  Waddell  were  present,  and  the 
defendant  said,  **rve  sold  the  ship,  and  I've  a  steamer  alongside  to  take  you  all  home.** 
That,  the  witness  said,  was  all  the  defendant  said,  though  Captain  Waddell  spoke  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist.  He  denied  tnat  he  heard  the  defendant  use 
the  words  ascribed  to  him  by  the  Crown  witnesses,  or  that  he  saw  any  **  bucket  full  of  sov- 
ereigns "  which  had  been  spoken  of  by  them ;  and  he  declared  he  must  have  seen  and  heard 
such  things  if  they  had  taken  place. 

In  cross-examination  the  witness  admitted  that  he  had  talked  a  good  deal  to  the  American 
gentleman,  the  purser,  and  they  and  the  defendant  were  together  a  good  deal. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Now,  tell  me,  did  you  know  where  the  vessel  was  going  ? 

Witness.  Not  more  than  the  ** man  in  the  moon.**    (Laughter.) 

The  Solicitor  General.  The  "man  in  the  moon**  is  said  to  know  a  gi^eat  deal  some> 
times.    (Lauffhter.)    But  did  not  the  captain  and  the  purser  know  7 

Witness.  Not  the  captain.    The  purser  might. 

The  Soucitor  General.  O,  you've  suspicions  of  the  purser,  eh  ?   (A  laugh.) 

WiT^JESS.  No,  I*ve  no  suspicions.    (Laughter.) 

The  Solicitor  General.  Well,  you  said  "this  is  not  like  Bombav.*'    Why  T 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  It  was  rather  out  of  the  track.    ( Laughter. ) 

The  Solicitor  General.  What  did  the  captain  refer  to  when  he  said  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  it  when  he  left  7    Ignorant  of  what  7 

Witness  said  he  did  not  know. 

The  Solicitor  General.  You  thought  it  strange  selling  a  vessel  at  the  Desertas  islands. 
Did  you  know  it  was  to  be  a  confederate  cruiser  7 

Witness.  No. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Did  you  not  suspect  it  7    Upon  your  oath. 

Witness.  Not  then. 

The  Solicitor  General.  When  did  you  first  suspect  it  7 

Witness.  When  I  saw  a  shot  roll  on  deck  out  of  one  of  the  cases  shipped. 

The  Soucitor  General.  Not  till  then  7  Now,  tell  me,  (you  are  not  bound  to  answer, ) 
did  you  not  say  to  one  of  the  men  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  them  if  they  were  to 
remain  7 

Witness.  No,  I  did  not. 

The  SoLiaTOR  General.  Did  you  not  ask  whether  they  would  go  or  stay  7 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  What  made  you  say  that  7 

Witness.  Because  they  were  told  that  if  they  wanted  to  go  home  the  vessel  was  alongside. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  How  did  you  know  they  would  be  allowed  to  stay  7 

Witness.  That  I  did  not  know. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Had  not  you  inquired  7 

Witness.  No.  • 

The  witness  wenlfon  to  say  that  the  defendant  introduced  him  to  Captain  Waddell,  but  he 
did  not  know  then  that  he  was  a  confederate  officer  until  next  morning,  when  he  saw  him 
in  uniform.  He  denied  that  he  had  asked  the  defendant  who  he  was  when  he  had  been  in- 
troduced to  him ;  or  what  the  vessel  was  to  be  sold  for,  or  to  whom,  or  what  its  destination 
was  to  be.  He  kept  his  curiosity  to  himself,  he  said.  In  re-examinatlon  he  said  he  had 
signed  the  entry  in  the  log  as  to  the  sale  of  the  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  October. 

A  man  named  Sutton,  who  had  been  steward  on  board  the  Sea  King,  (Shenandoah, )  was 
next  called  in  confirmation.    He  said  the  defendant  said,  "I  have  sold  the  ship ;  I  had  a  bill 
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of  sale  to  sell  her  in  any  port  I  pleased ;  so  IVe  broken  mj  contract  with  jon,  but  IVe  a 
steamer  alongside  to  take  you  home.**  Then  he  introdnced  Captain  Corbett  as  the  person 
he  had  sold  ue  ship  to,  and  who  came  forward  to  address  the  men,  but  they  grumbled  out 
something  about  wnat  pay  tliey  were  to  have.  The  defendant  went  to  speak  to  them  as  to 
the  money  they  were  to  get  for  their  disi^pointment.  Then  Captain  Waddel  began  to  speak, 
and  pulling  out  a  paper  said  it  was  a  commission  from  the  confederato  government,  and 
that  he  wanted  men  and  would  g^ve  £15  bounty  and  £7  a  month  as  wages.  He  added  that 
he  was  not  going  to  fight,  if  he  could  possibly  avoid  it,  but  only  to  cruise  upon  American 
commerce.  Witness  said  he  did  not  hear  the  defendant  say  anytning  to  induce  or  incite  the 
men  to  enlist  in  the  Sea  King  or  Shenandoah.  Witness  said  that  Captain  Waddell  pressed 
him  very  much  to  stay",  and  he  told  the  cbfendant  so,  and  asked  his  advice  as  to  what  he 
should  do,  and  whether  he  should  go  or  stay ;  and  the  defendant  said,  **  Well,  please  your- 
self; I  won*t  influence  yon  one  way  or  the  other."  And  afterwards,  when  one  or  two  of 
the  men  wanted  to  go  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Shenandoah,  the  defendant  refused  to  let  them 
have  Uie  boat  to  go.  Finally,  the  witness  declared  that  though  he  was  constantly  in  the 
cabin  he  saw  no  **  bucket  of  gold,"  and  he  never  saw  there  the  man  Allen,  one  of  the  Crown 
witnesses,  who  had  said  he  was  there  and  saw  the  **  bucket  of  gold.**  He  must  have  **  tum^ 
bled  on  it,**  he  said,  '4f  there  was  any  such  thing  there.** 

On  cross-examination,  he  admitted  that  he  saw  a  bag  of  gold  on  the  table.  He  was  under 
the  purser,  he  said,  but  denied  that  the  purser  gave  him  orders,  though  he  asked  him  questions. 

Toe  SoLicrroa  General.  Pray,  wnen  did  you  first  know  the  ship  was  to  be  a  confederato 
vessel ? 

WJTHESg  said  he  did  not  know.  Even  when  told  it  was  sold,  he  did  not  know  it.  He 
did  not  know  it  until  he  saw  the  cases  of  shot  and  shell  coming  from  the  Laurel.  He  knew 
there  was  such  a  cargo,  for  *' every  one  was  talking  of  it.'*  He  had  thought,  he  said,  when 
he  shipped  that  he  was  going  to  Bombay.  The  two  captains  were  close  together  when  the 
conversation  with  the  men  was  going  on.  It  was  elicited  that  this  witness,  Hensman,  Elliott, 
and  the  defendant  had  come  home  together,  and  had  talked  about  this  matter  a  little,  although 
(the  witness  said)  he  did  not  think  much  about  it,  as  he  knew  h  was  all  over.  (A  laugh.) 
He  admitted  that  the  witness  Hensman  had  been  at  his  house  sometimes,  and  was  there  on 
Sunday,  and  he  admitted  saying  that  he  **  hoped  the  case  would  go  on  all  right.**  He  said 
he  had  known  him  for  years,  and  gone  several  voyages  with  him. 

The  next  witness  was  one  Allcott,  who  said  he  was  a  native  of  Charleston,  United  States, 
and  had  seen  the  Alabama.  He  embarked  on  boaid  the  Laurel  in  October  at  Liverpool,  and 
sailed  to  Madeira,  his  passage  being  taken  to  Nassau.  (A  laugh.)  At  Madeira  he  saw  the 
Shenandoah,  and  most  of  the  men  and  officers  went  on  board  other.  Next  morning  the  men 
were  mustered,  and  he  stood  near  the  defendant,  and  heard  what  he  said.  The  defendant 
had  a  paper  in  his  hand,  and  addressed  the  men  as  follows : 

**Men:  When  we  lef^  London  we  led  on  a  voyage  to  Bombay ;  but,  on  leaving  England, 
I  held  a  power  of  attomev  to  sell  my  ship  when  and  where  I  could  get  my  price.  I  have 
sold  the  ship  to  this  gentleman  (pointing  to  Captain  Waddell.)  The  voyage  is  broken,  and 
if  you  men  sign  clear  of  me  1*11  give  you  two  months*  pay,  in  addition  to  what  you  have  had 
in  London.    If  not,  there  is  a  passage  provided  for  you  in  the  steamer  alongside.*' 

One  of  the  men  was  almost  mutinous,  and  said  he  wanted  his  three  months  down ;  that  he 
had  joined  the  ship,  and  that  he  would  fight  like  damnation.  (Laughter.)  This  man  was 
Ellison,  the  first  witness  for  the  Crown  yesterday.  Then  Captain  Waddell  came  forward 
and  said: 

'^Men,  Tve  a  word  or  two  to  say  to  you.  Tou  are  doubtless  aware  that  there  is  war  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  States.  (A  laugh.)  I  hold  a  conunission  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  southern  Stotes  as  lieutenant.  I  have  bought  this  ship,  and  am  going  to  put 
her  into  commission  for  fifteen  mouths.  1  want  men,  and  will  give  you  £  15  bounty  and  two 
months*  pay.  I  am  going  to  cruise  against  the  American  commerce — to  sink,  bum,  and 
destroy.  I  am  not  going  to  fight ;  but  if  we  are  driven  into  a  comer  you  may  depend  upon 
it  we'll  fight  our  way  out."    (A  laugh.) 

The  men  refused  to  g^  in  the  ship,  however.  Witness  said  he  did  not  hear  the  defendant 
say  anything  to  induce  the  men  to  stay.    He  himself  staid,  as  he  was  then  a  southemer. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Soucitor  General  :  You  shipped  for  Nassau,  yon  say.  How 
came  yon  to  find  yourself  at  Madeira  7 

Witness.  That  was  secrecy  on  the  part  of  our  commander. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  know  there  was  to  be  a  vessel  to  meet  yon  7  A.  When  we  sig* 
balled  her  next  moming. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  cargo  on  board  7    A.  No ;  it  was  no  concern  of  ours. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  von  did  not  know  what  was  your  destination  7  A.  I  knew  thai 
we  were  to  ran  the  blockade ;  that  is,  in  the  Laurel. 

Q.  When  did  you  know  so  many  of  your  men  were  to  go  on  board  the  Shenandoah  t 
A.  Not  until  10  minutes  before  we  went. 

Q.  Tou  knew  Captain  Waddel  was  on  board  7  A«  Tes ;  I  knew  he  was  a  confederate 
officer. 

The  witness  stated  that  the  purser  spoken  of,  who  gave  the  name  of  Forester,  but  whose 
real  name  was  Whitter,  became  first  lieutenant  on  the  Shenandoah.     He  admited  that  he 
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bad  been  on  board  the  Alabama,  and  tbat  he  was  **  picked  op  *'  at  Liverpool.  In  re-ezaaina* 
tion,  he  declared  that  be  had  no  idea  until  the  sig^nalHng:  what  wat  to  take  place.  II  was 
elicited  also  that  the  witness  received  a  paper  sig^ned  by  one  Captain  Ballock,  of  the  con* 
federate  navy,  dated  on  the  4th  of  October,  at  Liverpool,  which  was  in  these  terms :  ''  Re* 
port  to  Lieutenant  James  Waddell,  for  doty  on  board  the  Confederate  States  vessel  the  She- 
nandoah." This  written  order,  he  said,  he  received  ten  minutes  before  he  went  on  board  the 
Shenandoah  at  Madeira. 

The  next  witness  was  one  Crauford,  who  had  been  gunner's  mate  on  board  the  Laurel, 
and  was  picked  up  at  Liverpool.  He  thought  she  was  bound  for  Nassau,  he  said«  and  had 
no  idea  of  meeting  any  other  ship  until  they  reached  the  Desertas.  He  declared  that  he  bad 
gone  on  board  the  Shenandoah  aod  had  not  beard Ihe  defendant  say  anything  to  induce  the 
men  to  enlist,  though  he  heard  the  American  captain  speak  to  the  men.  He  himself  staid 
in  the  Shenandoah. 

This  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 

The  next  witness  was  a  man  named  Griffiths,  who  said  he  was  a  native  of  the  southern  States, 
and  he  was  on  board  the  Laurel,  and  went  into  the  Shenandoah  and  heard  the  defendant  ad* 
dress  the  men  and  say  that  he  had  sold  the  ship  to  Captain  Waddell  (who  stood  by)  and  got 
his  price.  Captain  Waddell  said,  *'This  vessel  belongs  to  the  Confederate  States.  We  are 
at  war  with  the  northerners,  and  those  who  like  to  join  can  do  so,'*  and  then  he  spoke  about 
bounty,  &c.  But  the  defendant  said  nothing  to  induce  the  men  to  enlist.  Being  askod  to 
state  more  particularly  what  defendant  said,  he  stated  that  he  began  by  saying,  **Men,  I 
signed  articles  with  you  for  Bombay,  but  IVe  sold  the  ship,"  &c.  He  did  not  say  anything 
as  to  wages  or  bounty  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  nor  about  going  in  pursuit  of  American 
commerce. 

The  next  witness,  a  man  named  Marshall,  said  he  was  a  native  of  the  southern  States,  and 
shipped  in  the  Laurel  at  Liverpool.  He  thought  she  was  going  to  Nassau,  and  had  no  idea 
that  she  was  to  meet  another  vessel  at  Madeira.  He  had  been  ofk  board  the  Shenandoah 
when  the  defendant  spoke  to  the  men,  and  said  that  he  had  signed  articles  for  Bombay,  but 
that  as  the  voyage  was  broken  be  had  no  further  control  over  toe  men,  and  that  he  had  sold 
the  ship  to  Captain  Waddell.  Some  of  the  men  asked  what  they  were  to  do,  and  the  de* 
fendaut  said,  **  Well,  there  is  a  steamer  alongside,  if  yon  want  to'go  home;  if  not,  sign  dear 
of  me,  and  you  shall  have  two  months'  wages."  One  of  the  men  said  he  would  not  take 
two  months,  and  would  have  three  months  oown.  •  rihisman  was  so  described  thnt  it  seemed 
be  was  Ellison.)  The  defendant  sud  when  he  got  home  if  the  law  required  six  months  he 
would  pay  it.  Then  Captain  Waddell  came  forward  to  addrefis  the  men.  The  defendant 
said  nothing  to  induce  the  men  to  stay.  The  witness  said  he  had  g^ne  in  the  Shenandoah 
himself. 

The  Solicitor  General.  Well,  you've  had  rather  an  exciting  time  of  it  since  then,  eh  f 
You've  done  a  good  deal  qf  business,  haven't  you  t  You  can  hardly  recollect  exactly  wliat 
was  said  a  year  ago  t 

Witness  said  he  did  not  know,  perluips  not  **  to  a  word."  There  was  a  great  deal  of  con* 
fusion  at  the  time. 

The  SouciTOK  General.  When  was  your  attention  first  drawn  to  the  matter  7  You  have 
had  a  good  many  things  to  attend  to,  you  know,  since  these  things  occurred.  When  was 
your  recollection  first  refreshed  about  it  ? 

Witness  said  at  Melbourne,  in  February,  when  he  saw  Captain  Corbett's  case  in  the  pa- 
pers— the  examination  before  the  magistrates.  He  said  he  hckd  *'  talked  it  over"  since  thea 
with  Captain  Corbett  and  Mr.  AUcott. 

The  next  witness  was  a  man  named  Hall,  who  shipped  on  board  the  Laurel,  and  had  gone 
on  board  the  Shenandoah  and  heard  the  captain  (the  defendant)  say  he  had  shipped  the  aien 
for  Bombay,  but  had  a  bill  of  sale  to  sell  the  ship  when  he  could,  and  then  Captain  Waddell 
said  he  was  going  to  cruise  against  northern  commerce,  but  Captain  Corbett  said  nothing  to 
induce  the  men  to  join. 

Mr.  Brown,  a  master-stevedore,  one  who  had  "stored"  the  ship  (the  Sea  King)  on  this 
voyage,  said  he  saw  nothing  unusual  in  a  sliip  bound  for  the  East  Indies  going  out  without 
cargo. 

In  cross-examination  it  appeared  that  the  vessel  had  700  or  800  tons  of  coal,  which  was 
pretty  well  as  much  as  she  could  carry.  This,  however,  he  said,  was  not  at  all  unusual. 
jHot  was  it  unusual  to  send  a  vessel  out  with  a  power  of  sale. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  defence. 

It  was  now  nearly  5  o'clock,  and  the  trial  was  about  to  be  adjourned,  when  the  foreman  of 
the  jury,  after  a  brief  conference  with  his  fellows,  intimated  that  they  should  like  to  know 
^bat  was  the  principal  question,  as  they  thought  they  were  agreed  upon  it  in  favor  of  the 
defendant. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  first  question,  gentlemen,  is,  whether  you  believe  the 
atatement  that  Captain  Corbett,  when  he  announceid  that  he  had  sold  the  vessel,  said  anything 
to  induce  the  men  to  join.  Upon  that  there  is  a  conflict  of  evidence,  and  it  is  for  you  to  make 
up  you  minds  upon  it. 

The  Solicitor  General  said  there  was  the  question  as  to  what  was  proved  to  have  * 
passed  between  Captain  Corbett  and  the  witness  Ailen  in  the  cabin.  r^  ^  ^  ^T  ^ 
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•  Tke  LcmD  Chief  JirsncB.  No  doubt.  But  if  the  jary  don*t  beKeye  one  part  of  the  story, 
probably  they  would  not  beliere  the  rest.  That  is,  it  they  think  the  Crown  witnesses  were 
mistaken,  and  have  been  puttinfj^  into  the  mouth  of  Captain  Corbett  what  was  really  said  by 
Captain  Waddell,  probably  they  would  think  so  of  the  whole. 

•  The  foreman  iutunated  that  this  was  the  view  he  bad  intended  to  convey,  and  they  pre- 
sumed that  their  opinion  upon  that  point  would  deeide  the  others. 

The  LoKD  Chief  Justice.  Suppost)  yon  thought  that  Captain  Corbett  did  use  the  Un* 
iruaire  ascribed  to  him,  then  other  questions  would  arise,  and  points  of  law  upon  them.  But 
the  first  question,  no  doubt,  is,  whether  the  language  described  was  really  used  by  Captain 
Corbett.  « 

The  Foreman.  That  is,  at  the  Desertasf 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  act  of  Parliament  makes  it  an  offence  to  induce  or  attempt 
io  induce  a  British  subject  to  enlist  if  it  is  in  the  Queen's  dominions.  But  the  Desertas  are  clearly 
not  a  place  within  her  Majesty's  dominions.  A  British  ship,  however,^^  mj  opinion,)  for 
this  purpose  clearly  is  so.  Ajid  there  would  be  a  question  (supposing  you  were  satisfied  that 
the  words  weie  used  hv  the  defendant)  whether  this  was,  at  the  time,  a  Brilish  vessel.  And 
then  would  come  the  rarther  and  more  important  question  whether  Captain  Corbett,  the  de- 
fendant, when  engaging  these  men  at  Liverpool,  did  so  with  a  purpose  oevond  that  of  having 
the  ship  navigated  to  a  place  where  she  should  be  given  up,  and  with  the  intention  of  the 
men  being  induced  to  enlist  in  the  service.  These  questions,  however,  would  not  arise  unless 
jou  should  believe  that  Captain  Corbett  did  use  the  languge  ascribed  to  him.  That  is  cer« 
tftinly  entirely  for  you.  But  it  is  a  case  of  such  importance  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
that  you  should  not  form  a  decided  opinion  upon  it  until  you  have  heara  the  solicitor  general, 
unless,  indeed,  your  opinion  upon  it  iss6  strong  that  it  cannot  be  shaken. 

The  SouciTOR  General  said  he  certainly  desired  to  address  the  jury. 

The  jury  appeared  to  hesitate. 
.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  It  is  desirable  that  every  possible  consideration  should  be  giveu 
to  the  ease;  and  I  am  sure  that  you  wiU  give  it  your  best  and  fullest  consideration. 

The  jury,  upon  this  appeal,  consulted  together  and  said^hat  such  being  his  lordship's  opin- 
ion (and  it  was  also  their  own)  they  were  ready  to  hear  the  solicitor  general. 

The  case  was  then  adjoomed. 


f 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  ilOL]  Legation  op  thk  United  States, 

London,  December  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  The«lip  herewith  transmitted  is  of  little  importance  in  itself.  It  came 
to  me  in  an  envelope  without  any  name.  Bat  I  think  it  advisable  that  you 
fihould  be  put  in  possession  of  it  as  a  clue  to  certain  movements  of  intriguing 
and  desperate  people  on  this  side.  The  ephemeral  newspaper  from  which  it  is 
taken  is  just  set  up,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  organ  of  some  of  the  remnant  of 
the  directors  of  the  deceased  Index,  who  are  still  animated  with  a  hope  of 
atirring  up  the  embers  of  strife  between  the  two  countries.  It  is  alleged  that 
Mr.  George  Saunders  is  here,  making  some  use  or  other  of  the  Fenian  agita- 
tion as  one,  and  of  the  Mexican  question  as  another  eogine  to  bring  about  a 
Combination  between  England  and  France,  for  vague  purposes,  perhaps  scarcely 
shaped  in  the  minds  of  the  intriguers  themselves. 

1  cannot  perceives  the  smallest  indication  of  any  disposition  in  the  press  gener- 
aIIj  to  give  sanction  or  currency  to  their  ideas.  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


CANADA  IN  ABMS. 

Will  England  fight  for  Canada?  If  not,  Canada  will  not  fight  for  herself.  Aiid  yet  the 
colony  has  never  been  so  loyal  nor  so  prosperous  as  at  the  present  moment.  But  she  cannot 
defend  herself  irom  the  warlike  and  aggressive  power  that  lies  a  thousand  miles  along  her 
borders.  And  is  war  imminent,  then,  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  ?  Mofft  as- 
tfaredly  it  is,  and  not  only  im^iinent,  but  the  colonial  troops  are  under  arms  along  the  borders. 
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and,  while  we  write,  the  blood  of  hostile  neighbors  may  already  have  mingled  with  the  tide 
of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

We  have  been  slow  to  believe  in  the  disposition  of  the  Unitod  States,  all  scarified  with  the 
wounds  of  civil  strife,  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  any  foreign  power;  and  even  now  we  will  ex- 
onerate the  government  at  Washington  from  any  deliberate  design  of  war.  But  govern- 
ments, however  pacifically  inclined,  oftener  drift  with  the  tide  than  suceessfhlly  resist  it. 
We  begin  sincerely  to  doubt  if  it  is  in  the  combined  power  of  President  Johnson  and  Earl 
Russell  to  prevent  a  conflict  between  the  United  States  and  the  Canadian  forces.  They  have 
permitted  Fenianism  to  live  too  long,  to  grow  too  large,  and  to  go  too  far.  It  is  the  openly 
avowed  purpose  of  the  Fenians  to  take  Canada,  an4  nothing  but  the  forces  of  the  Unitea 
States  troops  can  prevent  it ;  and  few  of  these  can  be  made  to  fight  against  their  *'  Irish  fel- 
low-citizens," especially  since  the  fraternizing  of  the  democratic  party  with  the  Feniaa 
Brotherhood.  There  is  a  very  general  feeling  in  America  that  the  late  lamented  Palmerston 
represented  the  p1u<A  of  Engllmd ;  and  they  do  not  believe  that  the  ministry  of  Earl  Russell, 
to  (juote  their  own  words,  more  forcible  than  elegant,  can  be  **  kicked  into  a  war  with  the 
United  States.'*  The  policy  of  England  as  well  as  her  interest  is  peace.  Commerce  is  the 
life  of  the  British  empire.  She  makes  the  goods  and  does  the  carrying  for  all  the  world. 
Her  national  debt,  incurred  by  war,  is  already  as  much  as  her  people  can  bear.  Another 
ounce  would  break  the  patient  cameKs  back.  England,  they  say,  will  not  go  to  war  for 
Canada,  already  more  of  a  burden  than  a  support  to  the  home  government.  And  thus  the 
Fenian  programme  is  arranged.  With  the  conquest  of  Canada,  a  provisional  government 
will  be  set  up,  letters  of  marque  issued  against  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  a  Yankee  fleet 
let  loose  upon  the  seas,  and  the  cost  and  the  consequences  who  can  calculate  t  And  what 
has  England  to  do  in  this  perilous  emergency  7  Call  a  meeting  of  Parliament  without  delays 
to  deliberate  upon  the  situation ;  and  if  the  present  ministry  is  not  master  of  it,  let  one  be  got 
together  that  is.  No  matter  of  what  party,  or  what  shade  of  politics,  England's  hour  has 
eome,  when  she  needs  her  best  man  at  the  wheel,  her  keenest  eye  on  the  lookout,  and  her 
pluckiest  caption  on  the  deck.        . 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  animus  of  the  masses  in  the  United  States — ^both  north  and 
south — ^is  deeply  and  bitterly  hostile  to  England,  independent  of  the  Fenian  element.  The 
cold  '*  neutrality"  attitude  assumed  by  the  government  during  the  war  satisfied  neither 
party  in  the  great  contest ;  while  both  have  become  irate  over  their  respective  grievances. 
The  recent  publication,  by  authority  of  the  powers  at  Washington,  of  the  names  of  confede- 
rate bondholders  and  blockade-runners,  could  have  no  other  object  or  offset  than  to  inflame 
the  masses  of  the  north ;  while  the  people  of  the  south  are  growing  sicker  and  sicker  of  the 
merely  mercenary  and  commercial  ^'  sympathy"  which  the  souUiem  cause  received  among 
the  traders  of  Liverpool  and  London.  The  moment  the  confederacy  collapsed  and  its  ez« 
cheauer  was  exhausted,  English  "sympathizers"  made  haste  to  ignore  a  cause  which  could 
yield  them  no  more  gains ;  and  in  some  cases  even  southern  representatives,  so  much  courted 
when  the  prospect  was  hopeful,  and  the  golden  streams  abundant,  were  treated  only  as  de- 
feated, ana,  therefore,  *^  disreputable  rebels."  Such  is  human  nature — such  is  the  law  of 
self-interest  that  rules  the  world,  especially  the  world  of  traders.  England  must  not  be  de- 
liided  by  the  rose-water  speeches  of  money-men,  who  have  just  been  feasted  and  feted  in  the 
United  States,  and  who  saw  in  the  sumptuous  banquet-halls  of  railwav  speculators  only  a 
aet  of  velvet-tongued  toadies  and  flatterers  who  ^ntly  stroke  the  beard  of  the  British  lion 
with  the  softest  plume  of  the  American  eagle.  The  most  popular  man  in  America  to-day  is 
the  man  who  declares  war  against  England ;  and,  much  as  we  deprecate  war,  and  love  to 
sing  and  to  listen  to  the  sweet  lullaby  of  peace,  yet  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
the  muttering  clouds  now  lowering  m  the  west  are  heavilv  atid  fearfully  charged  with  the 
red  lightning  of  war.  The  only  way  to  avert  it  is  by  the  joint  action  of  England  and 
France,  presenting  a  bold  front,  and  insisting  upon  a  congpress  for  the  settlement  of  all  inter- 
national difficulties. — CosmopolUan,  December  2. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1104.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Decetnher  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  jour  despatch  No.  1579,  of 
the  4th  of  November,  I  presented  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Lord  Glarendou,  who 
freely  expressed  his  approbation  of  it,  after  which  I  condaded  to  give  it  pub- 
licity through  the  press.  It  accordingly  appeared  simultaneously  in  all  the 
London  morniag  papers  of  Saturday  last,  the  2d  instant.  I  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  Times  of  that  aay»  and  likewise  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  of  the  5th,  con* 

s-    • 
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^oBlDg  a  leader  on  tbe  subject.    The  tone  of  tbis  is  conciliatory  nniil  towards 
the  close,  when  allnsions  are  made  of  an  ambiguous  cbaracter. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  It.  Sewahd. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


From  the  Times,  December  5, 1865. 

There  are  few  Englishmen  of  any  feeling  who  would  not  have  a  host  of  <>nce  viTid  impressions 
revived  by  the  sight  of  Bir.  Seward's  despatch  to  the  American  minister  in  our  Saturday's 
oolnmns.  It  is  only  seven  months  since  we  heard  tbe  news  of  a  crime  which  grows  in  mag- 
nitude and  in  horror  as  we  drift  away  from  it  down  the  swift  stream  of  time.  The  interven- 
ing period  has  not  been  uneventfal  t»r  unexciting.  We  too,  like  the  Americans,  have  lost 
tbe  political  chief  of  our  government,  and  quietly  accepted  the  next  in  anthori^.  Tbe  Uni* 
ted  States  themselves  have  been  pacified,  reorganised,  and  reunited,  with  a  rapidity  and  ease 
that  command  our  admirution.  Our  own  immense  empire  has  never  failed  to  produce, 
somewhere  or  other,  objects  of  anxious  or  agreeable  interest  At  home  we  are  dividing  our 
time  between  domestic  economies  and  orgamc  reconstruction.  Our  hands  are  never  idle,  but 
we  can  still  feel  the  shock  of  the  fnghtiur  tragedy  which  only  in  the  spring  of  this  year  threw 
into  the  background  every  lesser  ot  older  misery,  and  might  atone  for  an v  number  of  errors. 
It  so  happened  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  by  the  progress  of  or  tbe  amendment  of  truth,  had 
righted  himself  in  English  esteem,  and  then  stood  as  well  in  our  regards  as  any  foreign  po« 
tentate  could  ever  hope  to  stand.  We  admired  the  man,  and  were  beginning  to  like  him, 
seeing  in  him  the  able  and  kind-hearted  administrator  of  the  greatest  work  of  social  peace- 
making the  world  had  yet  seen.  So  we  felt  his  murder  as  we  should  have  done  that  of  a  leading 
British  statesman  at  the  hands  of  a  political  fanatic  There  was  more,  indeed,  in  his  case 
than  there  would  ever  be  in  this  country,  unless  we  could  suppose  half  the  realm  making 
head  against  the  other  half  for  several  years.  There  was  the  strand  ceremony  of  a  national 
reconoliation  to  be  performed,  and,  as  Heaven  would  have  it,  there  lay  bleeding  before  us  the 
victim  to  consecrate  it.  Other  victims  were  intended,  and  the  assassins  so  far  succeeded 
that  one,  the  foremost  statesman  on  the  federal  side,  and  the  man  with  whom  we  had  most  to 
do,  had  to  endure  for  months  a  living  martvrdom.  The  strong  will,  the  active  intellect,  and 
the  ready  tongue  lay  trembling  between  life  and  death  when  the  most  difficult  stage  of  his 
great  task  had  only  just  begun.  We  could  not  but  be  deeply  impressed  with  a  catastrophe 
uiat  appealed  to  the  chief  qualities  of  our  race,  and  the  national  sympathy  burst  out  at  a 
thousand  openings,  wherever  many  or  few  had  been  wont  to  come  together  and  make  a  com- 
mon utterance.  It  was  the  same  elsewhere.  So  mail  luTter  mail  took  across  the  Atlantic 
such  piles  of  condolence  as  had  probably  never  before  been  evoked  by  any  national  bereave* 
ment.  Answer  could  hardlv  be  expected,  for  the  man  to  answer  was  himself  a  dying  man, 
for  the  time  as  helpless  as  his  chief.  So  we  were  all  content  to  wait ;  and  now,  after  seven 
months,  we  find  thit  we  can  revert  to  that  crisis  with  undiminished  horror  at  the  deed,  and 
lamr  and  more  certain  knowledge  of  its  place  in  the  work  of  American  reconstruction. 

The  American  Secretary  of  State  has  done  all  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 
Any  attempt  to  produce  a  form  of  words  specially  appropriate  to  every  address  and  every 
community  would  have  been  only  a  ridiculous  effort  of  literary  clerkship.  Even  in  thU 
countiy  people  are  little  aware  of  the  pressure  of  work  in  the  principal  departments  on  an  ex- 
traordinary crisis  or  in  a  busy  season.  At  Washington  there  was  a  war  to  be  brought  to  an 
end,  a  g^at  empire  to  be  rebuilt,  and  a  good  many  questions  with  other  countries  to  be  set- 
tled, if  possible,  to  the  satisfaction  alike  of  the  American  and  of  the  foreigner.  Mr.  Seward, 
who  has  recovered  slowly  from  his  terrible  succession  of  injuries,  has  omy  iust  been  able  to 
speak  for  himself  and  his  government.  The  British  public  will  not  have  failed  to  notice  the 
modesty  with  which  the  Secretary  alludes  to  the  cause  of  this  delav.  His  department  was 
indeed  crippled  when  he  lay,  as  many  thought,  on  his  death-bed,  with  wound  upon  wound ; 
for  that  was  *"  the  peculiar  calamity"  which  then  Impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  American  for- 
eign office.  That  a  government  simply  constructed  for  the  transaction  of  necessary  affairs 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  public  business  should  have  been  able  to  do  its  share  in  the  work  of 
the  war  was  itself  a  wonoer  to  this  country.  But  when  a  new  calamitv  involved  new  **  ob- 
ligations'*— the  calamity  a  partial  massacre  of  the  government,  and  the  '*  obligations**  the 
duty  of  answering  condolences — ^the  worst  foe  of  republican  institutions  could  not  but  do  jus- 
tice to  the  government  whidi  went  on  at  all  tmder  such  circumstances.  We  all  saw,  and 
duly  appreciated,  that  there  was  not  the  least  symptom  of  failure  or  collapse.  Everything 
went  on  as  usual,  as  far  as  met  the  eye.  Our  own  difficulties,  indeed,  are  so  different  in  kind 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  make  a  just  and  intelligible  comparison ;  but  after  witnessing  the  con- 
fusion apt  to  take  place  in  other  States  upon  the  sudden  withdrawing  or  the  disablinp^  of 
those  at  the  head  of  critical  afibirs,  we  seemed  to  recognlKO  a  character  like  our  own  in  a 
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peq)1e  whose  chief  nders  fell  or  were  prostrated  in  a  daj,  at  a  time  when  they  were  more 
than  ever  wanted,  bat  which  went  on  iu^t  as  usnal. 

The  simple  but  very  hearty  acknowledgments  of  the  American  Secretary  seem  to  jfive  m 
an  opening  for  a  word  or  two  on  the  prevalent  feelings  of  this  conntiy  towards  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  quite  idle  to  deny  that  there  are  points  upon  which  this  country  is  jeal- 
ous, or  sore,  or  without  the  perfect  sympathy  that  obtains  between  two  similar  social  sys- 
tems. With  long  arrears  of  cfuarrels  upon  one  trifle  or  another,  and  a  new  one  every  ^ear, 
and  with  a  very  strong  opinion  on  this  side  that  our  rights  were  often  sacrificed  to  political 
exigencies  in  the  United  States,  we  certainly  have  fouud  it  difficult  to  appreciate  the  Amer- 
icans as  we  really  wish  to  do.  We  can  afford  to  make  this  confession  when  we  state  what  we 
believe  to  bb  the  truth  as  to  the  great  extent  of  our  good  wishes  for  America.  We  have  not 
the  least  objection  to  the  United  States  increasing  to  any  extent,  and  annexing  any  amount 
of  territory  or  number  of  States,  so  long  as  it  is  all  done  honestly,  above-boara,  and  by  fair 
appeals  to  the  sympathy  and  good  sense  of  the  people.  If  the  population,  either  of  our  own 
provinces  or  of  Mexico,  freely  and  spontaneou»ly  declared  that  tney  thought  this  their  best 
chance  of  peace  and  prosperity,  the  British  people  would  only  feel  the  most  passing  regret 
at  the  loss  of  a  name,  and  the  proportionate  aggmndlzementof  the  United  States.  Of  course 
the  case  is  altered  if  the  object  is  to  be  obtained  by  fraud,  by  force,  or  by  intimidation.  In 
that  case,  not  only  is  there  actual  wrong  done  upon  our  own  loyal  fellow  subjects,  and  othera 
entitled  to  our  sympathy,  but  there  is  also  established  a  prescription,  a  policy,  and  a  temper 
minous  to  the  future  peace  and  even  progress  of  the  world.  History  contains  some  very  co- 
lossal instances  of  continual  annexation  by  fraud  and  by  violence ;  in  fact,  by  policies  con- 
structed with  a  special  view  to  perpetual  aggrandizement  But  the  event  yet  coodemnB 
them  ;  the  moral  sense  is  opposed  to  them  ;  and  modem  politics  are  mainly  directed  to  pre* 
vent  the  recurrence  of  the  evil.  It  is  from  no  special  jealousy  of  the  United  States  that  we 
dread  their  indefinite  enlargement  by  the  means  too  often  employed,  and  vainly  denounced 
by  American  demoralists.  It  is  our  English  habit,  our  second  nature,  our  his^torical  teach- 
ing, our  European  law.  Even  in  Europe  we  are  glad  to  see  Italians  or  Germans  achieve 
more  comprehensive  unions  than  circumstances  have  hitherto  allowed.  Nor  should  we  ob- 
ject to  any  amount  of  aggregation  in  America  by  equally  allowable  means.  Only,  as  a  great 
State  we  cannot  bear  to  be  ousted,  outwitted,  and  coerced,  and  to  see  our  own  people  suffer 
for  their  loyalty. 


Mr,  AdatM  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1105.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  Statbs, 

London,  December  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  bonor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord 
Clarendon,  on  the  2d  instant,  in  acknowledgment  of  mine  to  him  of  the  ISth  of 
last  month,  in  reply  to  Lord  Russell's  valedictory. 

Thus  I  trust,  that  we  have  reached  the  term  of  the  controversial  struggle.    I 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  his  lordship  that  it  was  time  to  bring  it  to  a  close. 
I  have  tbe  bonor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  Earl  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adomt, 

Foreign  Office,  Dteemher  %  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledfre  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  altimo,  having 
reference  to  the  letter  which  my  predecessor  addressed  to  you  on  the  3d  ultimo. 

There  are  many  statements  in  your  letter  which  I  should  be  prepared  to  controvert  if  it 
were  not  that  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  no  advantage  can  result  from  prolong- 
ing a  controvery  of  which  the  topics  are  generally  exhausted,  but  which  might  posHibly, 
if  continued,  introduce  acrimony  into  tbe  relations  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  two  nations  who,  from  kindred  origin  and  mutual  interests,  should  desire  to  be  knit 
together  by  bonds  of  the  closest  friendship.  ^  Such  a  desire  is  strongly  felt  by  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  this  country,  and  her  Majesty*s  government  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  shared 
by  tbe  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

While  abstaining,  therefore,  from  any  discussion  of  the  passages  in  your  letter  to  the 
correctness  of  which  I  am  unable  to  subscribe,  it  is  nevertheless  my*duty,  in  closing  this 
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eorrespondenoe,  to  obseire  that  no  armed  Teasel  departed  dorixig  the  war  firom  a  Britigh  port 
to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  maintain  that  throughout  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  civil  war  by  which  the  United  States  baye  lately  been  distracted,  but  io  the 
termination  of  which  no  nation  rejoices  more  cordially  than  Great  Britain,  the  British 
goTerument  have  steadily  and  honestly  discharged  ail  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  as  a 
neutral  power,  and  have  never  deviated  from  the  obligations  imposed  on  them  by  inter- 
national law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

CLARENDON. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4r«*»  4r«M  ^c,  « 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1618.]  Dbpartment  op  Statb, 

Washington,  December  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  an  *  instruction  of  the  5tli  instant,  addressed  by 
this  department  to  Mr.  Nelson,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago 
de  Chili.  This  paper  will  acquaint  you  with  our  views  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween that  republic  and  Spain,  which  has  already  resulted  in  an  attempted 
blockade  of  Chilian  ports  by  Spanish  vessels  of  war,  and  which  may  be  followed 
by  other  hostilities.  These  proceedings,  so  embarrassing  to  that  commerce  with 
Chili  of  which  the  United  States  has  had  a  considerable  share,  are  to  be  deplored 
on  account  of  the  interruption  to  business  which  they  will  occasion,  and  also 
for  other  obvious  reasons.  We  have  endeavored  to  prevent  them  by  moral 
meanp,  which  if  not  hitherto  entirely  effective,  may,  it  is  hoped,  if  properly 
followed  up,  ultimately  mitigate  their  effects  and  lead  to  the  restoration  of  peace 
between  those  powers. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 

Same  to  United  States  minister  at  Paris.     Same  date. 


Mr*  Setoard  to  Mr.  Ada?ns. 

DBPArfTMBNT  OF  StATB, 

No.  1621.]  Washington,  December  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  11th  of 
November,  addressed  to  this  department  by  Mr.  John  Fanning,  late  an  officer  in 
the  volunteer  service  of  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  present  to  her 
Majesty's  government  a  statement  of  the  facts  therein  represented,  and  request 
that  an  early  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  this  case  may  be 
made. 

I  am,  sir,  y^ur  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4p^.,  S^.,  4^. 


Captain  Fanning  to  Mr.  Seward. 

DUBUN,  November  11,  18C5, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  bj  adoption. 

I  had  the  honor  to  hold  a  commission  as  captain  of  company  A,  tenth  Ohio  volunteer  iafantiy, 

and  served  for  three  years  and  two  months  in  that  capacity  during  the  late  rebellion.    I  had 

also  the  honor  to  serve  five  years  in  the  second  United  States  cavalry,  previous  to  the  rebellion, 

*  For  this  enclosore  see  correspondence  with  ChjyUsed  by  vjOOQ IC 
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After  settling  my  acoomits  with  the  depttrtments  at  Washington,  I  destied  to  yisit  mj 
friends  in  Ireland,  of  which  country  I  am  a  native,  and  where  nearly  all  my  relatiyes  reside. 
For  that  purpose  I  left  New  York  on  the  first  of  September  ultimo,  and  reached  Dublin  on 
the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month.  I  remained  in  Dublin  until  the  second  of  October,  when 
I  left  4o  visit  my  relatives  at  Ballinamore,  county  Leitrim.  I  reached  the  town  of  Killes- 
hondra  on  the  third  of  October,  and  while  waiting  to  change  horses,  was  arrested  by  Sub- 
Inspector  Valentine,  of  the  constabulary  or  rural  police,  my  baggage  searched,  my  pistol* 
one  round  of  ammunition  for  the  same,  wit^  a  few  caps,  taken  from  me,  and  myself  and 
Lieutenant  McNeff,  of  the  same  regiment,  hand-cuffed  and  thrown  into  jail  at  Cavan,  regard- 
less of  our  solemn  protest  against  such  an  indignity  being  offered  to  an  American  citizen 
journeying  through  this  plfM^e.  I  was  incarcerated  for  seventeen  days  without  trial  at  the 
instance  of  the  police,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  I  was  discharged  on  bail  to  stand  my 
trial  at  the  ensuing  March  assizes  for  having  a  pistol  in  my  possession.  I  am  thus  con- 
strained to  remain  in  the  county  nolens  voUns  or  forfeit  my  bail.  Lieutenant  McNeff,  my 
fellow-traveller,  after  an  absence  of  many  years  from  the  home  of  his  childhood,  over  three 
spent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  is  yet  in  jail  for  the  same  crime,  and,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  jail  authorities,  is  obliged  to  wear  a  prison  garb,  and  is  kept  breaking  stone 
in  the  jail-yard ;  this  too,  without  any  trial  or  conviction.  I  therefore  respectfully  and 
solemnly  protest  that  the  great  United  States  should  not  recognize  the  precedent  established 
by  England  in  tolJBrating  the  summary  and  reckless  arrest  ana  imprisonment  of  British  sub- 
jects by  the  king  of  Abyssinia. 

This  is  a  plain  statement  of  my  case,  and  I  refer  it,  as  also  that  of  Lieutenant  McNeff,  to 
you  for  adjudication. 

Time  was  when  no  power  on  earth  dared  molest  the  Roman  citizen  untunted  with  crime ; 
when  the  name  alone  was  a  suiOBcient  passport  through  the  nations  of  the  earth.  When  I 
threw  off  my  allegiance  to  Victoria,  the  Queen  of  England,  and  put  myself  under  the  eegis 
of  the  United  States,  I  felt  such  a  thrill  of  exultatiou  on  changing  the  degrading  status  of  a 
mere  subject  to  that  proud  one  of  citizenship,  as  could  not  have  been  known  to  even  the 
Roman  of  old.  The  evidence  of  my  devotion  and  sincerity  is  the  eight  years  spent  in  the 
service  of  my  adopted  country. 

Now,  sir,  I  place  mvself  under  your  protection,  and  respectfully  claim  all  the  immunities 
of  a  citizen  of^the  United  States  I  am  satisfied  thai  the  lienor  of  every  citizen  awm  from 
his  own  country  is  safe  in  your  hands,  and  I  trust  you  will  not  deem  me  obtrusive  if  1  claim 
from  my  government  ample  reparation  for  the  outntge  and  indignity  offered  to  the  United 
States  in  the  person  of  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FANNING,      . 
Ex-captain  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  It^fantr^. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State^  United  States  of  America, 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1625.]  Department  op  State, 

•  Washington^  Vecemher  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  deepatch  of  the  23d  of  November,  No.  1095,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  two  notes  which  Lord  Clarendon  addressed 
to  you  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  November,  respectively,  on  the  case  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  by  a  copy  of  your  reply  made  to  both  of  those  notes  on  the 
2l8t  of  that  month. 

The  President  is  content  that  you  shall  leave  the  case  of  the  Shenandoah  on 
the  foundation  on  which  it  has  been  put  by  us  in  the  long  correspondence  which 
you  have  so  ably,  conducted  to  its  present  conclusion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  8(c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1626.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  22d  of  November,  No.  1093,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  Lord  Claren- 
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don,  on  the  18th  of  November.  In  rejoinder  to  Earl  Rnsseirs  note  to  jou  of  the 
2d  of  that  month.  Your  argument  contained  therein  is  regarded  as  accurate 
and  ju8t^ 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  approve  of  the  vie^s  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed in  regard  to  a  proposition  made  by  Earl  Russell  for  a  concurrent  revi- 
sion by  the  two  governments  of  their  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  tfie  neu- 
trality laws.  You  will  therefore  inform  Lord  Clarendon  that  the  United  States 
do  not  incline  towards  an  acceptance  of  Earl  Russell's  proposition. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD^ 

Charlbs  Fbaivcis  Adams,  Esq.,  fyc.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment numbered  from  1598  to  1610,  inclusive,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  volume 
entitled  the  Tribute  Book,  intended  for  this  legation. 

The  event  of  the  past  week  is  the  death  of  the  King  of  Belgium.  This, 
considering  his  age  and  infirmities,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  unexpected.  It 
has,  however,  been  looked  forward  to  with  some  uneasiness,  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  internal  condition  of  that  kingdom,  and  a  certain  consciousness  of  the 
parties  originally  making  the  settlement  of  the  Grown,  of  its  insecurity,  if  not 
sustained  by  the  personal  character  of  the  monarch.  There  has  been  a.  vague 
floating  impression  that  the  decease  of  Leopold  would  be  the  signal  of  imme- 
diate complications  in  Europe.  Hence  the  quiet  manner  in  which  his  successor 
has  been  recognized  has  been  at  once  construed  as  putting  an  end  to  every 
danger.  These  conclusions  appear  to  be  equally  precipitate.  The  true  test  of 
the  stability  of  Belgium  will  oe  found  in  the  capacity  of  the  new  sovereign  to 
meet  the  responsibility  to  which  he  is  called.  This  can  be  proved  only  by 
time.  Meanwhile,  no  change  in  the  relative  position  of  the  great  European 
powers  will  be  perceptible  to  the  outward  eye. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


W 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1107.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  despatches  1586,  1596, 
and  1597,  I  communicated  to  Lord  Clarendon  the  copies  of  Mr.  Hibbard's  note 
on  the  slave  trade,  and  of  Mr.  Savage's  on  the  same  subject.    Copies  of  my 
notes  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  are  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedbnt  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Jiff.  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  Unitrd  States, 

London^  December  5,  1865. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traosmit  a  copy  of  a  communication,  without  date,  ad* 
dressed'  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  hj  Mr.  Hibbard,  arbitrator  of  the 
mixed  court  at  Sierra  Leone,  givinc^  his  views  of  the  most  effectual  mode  of  suppressing  the 
slave  trade.  I  am  instmcted  to  submit  the  same  for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
emment. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  d&c,  &c. 

CHARLES  FEANCI3  ADAMS. 
Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  8fe„  ^c,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Adanu  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  5,  1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  am  directed  by  my  government  to  transmit  to  your  lordship,  for  the  informal 
tion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  copies  of  two  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward  by  the  vice- 
consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana.  One  bears  date  the  23d  of  September,  the 
other  the  4th  of  November,  Both  of  them  relate  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  in  the 
island  of  Cuba. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c,  &c 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^c,  ifc^S^c. 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office, 

December  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  two  letters  which  you  addressed 
to  me  on  the  5th  instant ;  one  enclosing  copies  of  two  despatches  from  the  vice-consul  gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  on  the  subject  of  the  Cuban  slave  tradt^,  and  the  other 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  By  Mr.  Hibbard,  the  United  States  arbitrator 
in  the  mixed  commission  court  at  Sierra  Leone  to  bis  government  giving  his  views  of  the 
most  effectual  mode  of  suppresBing  the  slave  trade,  and  of  reclaiming  Africa. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  l^  good  enough  to  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  the  thanks  of  her 
Majesty*s  government  for  these  communications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLARENDON. 
C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c,  Ifc, 


Mr,  Adanu  toWLr,  Seward. 

No.  1110.]  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

London,  December  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Shenaudoah  having  failed  to  make  her  passage  across,  by  reason 
of  the  roughness  of  the  weather,  the  person  commanding  her  has  returned  to 
Liverpool,  where  she  now  lies  under  the  care  of  the  consul,  Mr.  Dudley.  Before 
consulting  me  he  sent  telegrams  to  Admiral  Goldsborough  to  learn  whether  he 
could  det  iil  any  force  from  his  command  to  take  charge  of  her.  Thus  far  I  do 
not  understand  that  he  has  receivgd  any  reply.  On  many  accounts  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  devolve  the  wh  ile  care  of  the  vessel  on  the  admiral  if  he  will  con- 
sent to  take  it  in  his  charge  and  send  her  home,  as  he  would  a  prize.  But  if  he 
should  decline,  I  have  serious  doubts  about  making  a  second  experiment  with  a 
wbolly  irresponsible  captain.  There  are  objections  to  letting  her  remain  in  a 
port  so  ill-affected  as  Liverpool,  but,  on  the  whole,  they  seem  to  me  less  serious 
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than  those  which  spring  from  an  irregular  and  onaathorized  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  case.  I  am,  therefore,  disinclined  to  advise  any  farther  measures  to 
equip  the  vessel  from  here  without  formal  instructions  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Navy  Department  will 
prepare  the  necessary  steps  to  assume  this  charge,  in  case  Admiral  Goldsborough, 
who  is  now  believed  to  be  in  the  Mediterranean,  should  find  himself  unable  to 
do  so.  Of  hid  decision  you  will  probably  receive  intelligence  very  soon,  either 
from  Mr.  Dudley  or  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

No.  1628.]  DepabtmExNT  op  State, 

Washington,  December  16,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  December  1st,  No.  1101.  I  thank  you 
for  your  attention  in  giving  to  me  the  information  therein  contained.  There  is  a 
soreness  in  several  of  the  lately  disloyal  States  in  the  relations  which  exist  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  blacks ;  a  necessary  consequence,  perhaps,  of  past  events. 
For  this  reason,  the  municipal  authorities  there  need  the  support  of  a  small  mili- 
tary national  force.  The  presence,  however,  of  that  very  inconsiderable  force 
is  equallv  acceptable  to  the  whites  and  to  the  blacks ;  it  meets  nowhere  an 
enemy  of  the  United  States. 

In  no  case  in  the  world's  history  has  treason  been  so  effectually  suppressed 
and  extirpated.  Neither  Great  Britain  nor  France,  nor  both  combined,  if  dis- 
posed to  engage  in  war  with  the  United  States,  as  we  trust  indeed  they  are  not,  ; 
would  now  find  an  ally  here.  If  emissaries  of  the  late  rebellion,  who  are  yet 
lingering  in  Europe,  succeed  in  practicing  upon  the  credulity  of  politicians  there, 
it  is  a  pitiable  fruit  of  the  original  error  of  European  sympathies  with  our  do- 
mestic enemies. 

I  am, 'sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1630.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  1st  of  December,  No.  1099,  en- 
clofling  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  1st  instant,  contain- 
ing a  report  of  the  proceedings  before  the  court  of  Queen's  bench  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Gorbett,  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  this  case  excites  no  surprise  here.  Of  complaints  of  the 
character  above  named  there  have,  perhaps,  been  enough  at  present.  But  should 
you  think  otherwise,  you  are  at  Hberty  to  make  the  proper  representations  to 
this  department 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

ChSlbs  Francis  Adams,  ^.,  Spc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward.  .       , 

No.  lUl.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  21, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1611  to  161«5,  inclusive,  and  likewise  two  prmted  copies  of  the 
military  order  of  the  24th  of  November,  1865,  in  relation  to  the  rewards  offered 
for  the  arrest  of  certain  persons. 

The  same  steamer  which  brought  these  despatches  famished  to  the  public 
copies  of  the  President's  annual  message,  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  other  papers,  emanating  from  the  executive  department.  The 
general  effect  produced  Tby  these  publications  has  been  most  favorable.  There 
is  but  one  voice  in  regard  to  the  dignity  and  comprehensiveness  of.  the  message. 
The  effect  of  the  treasury  report  has  been  felt  in  a  sadden  rise  in  the  value  of 
the  government  bonds,  both  in  Germany  and  in  this  country.  All  this  is  a 
source  of  much  exultation  to  those  of  us  who  have  had  the  fortune  to  represent 
the  country  among  the  malevolent  classes  abroad,  independently  of  the  purer 
g];atification  we  derive  from  a  confirmation  of  our  trust  in  the  patriotic  and  wise 
direction  of  affairs  through  which  we  may  soon  hope  for  a  re-establishment  of 
the  nation  on  a  footing  even  more  elevated  than  it  has  reached  at  any  former 
time. 

Although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  deemed  a  work  of  supererogation,  I  cannot 
withhold  the  expression  of  my  own  hearty  concurrence  in  the  views  taken  by 
the  President,  not  less  of  the  nnancial  and  constitutional  than  of  the  diplomatic 
questions,  which  it  has  been  his  duty  at  this  critical  moment  to  present  to  the 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1112.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Decemher  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  No.  1612,  of  the  30th  of  November,  I  solicited 
an  interview  with  Lord  Clarendon,  which  he  accorded  to  me  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  told  him  that  my  object  was  simply  to  furnish  him  with  the  reply  of  my 
government  to  the  note  which  he  had  addressed  to  me  on  the  11th  of  November 
in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  the  disposal  made  of  the  crew. 
I  recalled  to  his  mind  the  brief  terms  in  which  I  had  acknowledged  it,  and  my 
expression  of  a  disinclination  to  add  a  word  of  my  own  to  aggravate  the  feeling 
which  I  foresaw  it  would  occasion.  I  had  now  received  a  despatch  from  Wash- 
ington, written  after  an  examination  of  the  papers  which  I  was  directed  to  submit 
to  him.  With  his  consent,  I  proceeded  to  read  the  contents  of  the  paper.  Re- 
ferring to  the  last  clause  in  it,  I  concluded  by  offering  to  leave  a  copy  of  it. 

His  lordship  accepted  the  copy,  at  the  same  time  manifesting  a  little  emotion. 
He  only  addea  that  he  should  prefer  not  to  say  a  word  about  it  on  the  mom^it, 
but  raUier  to  reserve  his  observations  upon  it  until  he  could  commit  them  to 
writing.  I  replied  that  this  was  the  course  which  I  had  presumed  W  would 
take.  W 

A  little  desultory  conversation  followed.    The  views  heretofore  respectively 
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taken  of  the  two  sides  of  the  general  question  in  dispute  between  us  were  reit- 
erated* with  little  variation,  but  all  in  good  temper,  after  which  I  took  my  leave. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1115.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  December  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Graham,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Capetown,  a  letter  dated  the  13th  November,  reporting  a  proposal  made  to  him 
by  her  Majesty's  naval  commander  at  Simon's  Bay  to  deliver  to  him  the  Tus- 
caloosa, which  has  been  lying  there  so  long.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Graham  has 
already  reported  the  facts  directly  to  the  department.  Hence  it  will  be  only 
necessary  for  me  to  say  that  in  answer  to  his  application  to  me  for  instructions, 
I  replied  by  approving  the  course  he  had  taken  in  agreeing  to  take  the  vessel, 
on  behalf  of  the  government,  for  the  private  owners,  with  an  express  reservation 
of  all  claims  on  the  British  government  for  damages  of  any  kind  by  reason  of 
tilie  capture  and  long  detention. 

•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1638.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  to  you  a  translation  of  a  communication  of  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, addressed  hy  Mr.  S.  Salnave,  chief  of  the  revolutionists  in  Hayti,  to  the 
Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  consideration 
of  this  government,  from  which  it  appears  that  with  a  view  to  the  overthrow  of 
the  revolutionary  party  on  that  island.  President  Geffrard  has,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  co-operation  of  certain  British  naval  vessels  there,  made  proposals  to  cede 
portions  of  that  territory  to  the  British  government. 

It  is  suggested  that  to  counteract  numerous  designs  prejudicial  to  general 
peace,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  would  cheerfully  give  assurances 
that  they  do  not  intend  or  expect  to  acquire  territory  in  Hayti. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Salnave  to  Cki^  Justice  Chase. 
[Tranfllation.  ] 

Mokte  Christo,  November  11,  1H65. 

8m :  The  midersigDed  has  the  honor  to  address  to  you  this  note  to  call  your  attentioD  to 
a  anestion  of  iastice  and  of  progreea  which  cannot  fail  to  iutereet  you. 

We  have  directed  at  the  dty  of  the  Cape  (Hayti)  a  liberal  revolutioD,  having  only  for  its  ob- 
ject the  overthrow  of  the  despotism  of  Mr.  Geffrard  and  to  establish  in  its  place  the  democratic 
mstitatlons  which  constitute  the  honor  and  power  of  the  United  States. 


36  DIPLOICATIO  OORRESPOND£NOB. 

The  revolution  has  resisted  for  six  months  all  the  effoits  of  the  tjrrant,  and  we  were  on  the 
point  of  overthrowiug  him  when  he  had  recourse  to  English  interrention. 

He  pushed,  hj  means  unknown,  the  captain  of  the  British  war  steamer  Bulldog  into  seeking 
a  quarrel  with  us,  without  a  plausihle  motive,  and  in  consequence  to  hommtrd  our  city. 
Seeing  that  wo  held  ont  afler  this  homhardment,  he  caused  two  other  English  vessels  of  war 
to  come  from  Kingston — the  Galope  and  the  Lily.  These  two  vessels  presented  themselves 
at  the  cape,  with  Mr.  St  John,  char^  d*affaires  of  the  British  government,  and  without 
choosing  to  listen  to  a  single  justificMion  on  our  part,  or  to  accept  any  reparation  for  what 
they  called  an  affront  to  meir  flag,  they  demanded  a  dishonoring  action— that  of  going  on 
board  their  vessels  to  be  deported,  and  upon  our  refusal  to  abase  ourselves,  bombarded  luionr 
fortifications,  and  thus  favored  the  entrance  of  the  armv  of  Geffrard  within  our  walls.  It  need 
not  be  told  that  if  the  English  could,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  intervene  by  force  of 
arms  with  the  policy  of  our  country,  to  destroy  a  revolution  which  was  to  give  to  Hayti  lib- 
erty and  prosperity,  it  is  because  Geffrard  has  made  them  promises  about  certain  pordona  of 
the  territoiy  of  our  island.  Such  an  engagement  would  oe  disastrous  to  the  country,  and 
would  break  up  the  American  policy  of  our  country,  as  it  has  established  the  Monroe  system, 
which  extends  over  all  the  American  nations. 

We  feel  ourselves  able  to  recommence  the  revolution,  and  end  it  in  less  than  a  month,  if 
we  obtain  from  the  government  at  Washington  the  succor  we  need  in  arms,  powder,  and  other 
munitions  of  war.  We  have  in  the  country  profound  sympathies.  Our  cause  is  that  of  lib- 
erty and  progress.  If  your  government  chooses  to  sustain  us,  we  will  make  it  triumphant 
for  the  happmess  of  our  country  and  the  extension  of  friendly  relations  with  the  great  Amer- 
ican republic.  To  obtain  this  aid,  we  offer  to  guarantee  to  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  the 
port  of  Mole  St.  Nicolas  as  a  maritime  station.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  colonies,  but  a  maritime  arsenal  in  a  central  position  on  the  ocean  cannot  but  be  of 
great  importance  to  them.  Without  detaching  the  city  of  Mole  St.  Nicolas  from  the  indivis- 
lole  body  of  the  Haytian  nationality,  we  would  come  under  obligation  to  establish  a  maritime 
station  and  arsenal  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  which  we  would 
bind  us  more  strictly  still  by  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce.  * 

We  would  be  very  glad  to  receive  your  answer  in  this  respect,  if  the  proposal  attracts  your 
attention.  Presented  by  a  man  of  your  importance  to  the  Cabinet  of  Washington,  it  cannot 
fail  of  success.  At  all  events,  we  ask  of  you  profound  seeresy  on  this  overture.  If  Geffrard 
should  get  the  least  news  of  it,  he  would  not  neglect  to  invite  the  English  to  the  point  in 
question.  We  hold  out  at  Monte  Christo,  on  Dominican  territory,  waiting  the  honor  of  a 
reply,  which  we  beg  you  to  make  as  soon  as  possible.  Meantime  we  pray  you  to  accept  the 
assurances  of  our  most  distinguished  consideration. 

S.  SALNAVE. 

Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 

Chief  Justice  of  the  United  StaUs, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1117.]  Legation  op  thk  UiNITed  States, 

London,  December  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
numbered  from  1616  to  1624,  incluaive;  iilso  three  printed  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent'd  order  of  the  Ist  of  December,  restoring  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
several  pamphlet  copies  of  his  annual  message. 

I  have  already  taken  action  in  regard  to  the  matters  contained  in  Nos.  1616 
and  1623,  but  shall  postpone  making  a  special  report  on  them  until  I  receive 
the  customary  replies  from  the  foreign  office. 

With  regard  to  the  directions  contained  in  No.  1621, 1  find  by  a  report  from 
Mr.  West,  the  consul  at  Dublin,  dated  the  25th  of  November,  that,  owing  to 
his  representations.  Captain  Fanning  had  been  released  from  arrest  previous  to 
that  date ;  hence  there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  making  representations  to  this 
government,  as  suggested  in  your  despatch.  I  shall,  however,  make  new  in- 
quiries of  Mr.  West,  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any  further  cause  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  Gaptain  Fanning,  and  regulate  my  action  accordingly. 

There  has  been  some  difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  the  persons  who 
have  come  to  Ireland  from  America  during  the  present  difficulties  with  regard  to 
the  purposes  of  their  visit.  That  manv  of  them  are  more  or  less  connected  with 
the  Feuian  organization  it  is  impossible  to  deny.     The  harder  task  is  to  define 
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those  wbo  are  not  I  have  endeavored  so  to  advise  the  consols  as  to  secnre  a 
proper  share  of  protection  for  innocent  persons,  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  withont  attempting  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  justly  sub- 
jected themselves  to  suspicion  of  complicity  with  treasonable  projects. 

It  is  probable  that  you  are  kept  so  fully  advised  of  the^e  proceedings  by  the 
consuls  there  that  I  think  it  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  them  further. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaXe,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1118.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  an  answer  from  Admiral  Goldsborough  to  my  applica- 
tion to  him  to  know  whether  he  could  take  charge  of  the  Shenandoah.  He 
appears  unwilling  to  assume  that  responsibility,  unless  I  expressly  desire  him 
to  do  so ;  and  in  case  he  did,  he  thinks  it  likely,  from  the  report  he  has  already 
made  to  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject,  that  his  arrangements  might  clash 
with  those  which  may  already  have  been  matured  at  Washington. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  directed  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  Mr. 
Dudley,  to  lay  up  the  vessel  at  that  place  until  further  orders  from  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1119.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  December  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traneimit  a  copy  of  the  supfdement  to  the  London 
Ghizette,  of  the  22d  instant,  which  contains  the  remainder  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  foreign  secretary  and  myself  on  the  controverted  question  now 
pending  between  Uie  two  nations.  It  has  naturally  given  occasion  to  less  of 
commentary  in  the  public  press  than  the  earlier  portion,  which  really  embraced 
all  the  elements  for  a  judgment.  The  only  leader  which  seems  to  deserve  your 
attention  is  that  contained  in  the  Times  of  the  25th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I 
transmit  You  will  perceive  in  it  a  renewal  of  the  suggestion  of  a  commission 
which  may  or  may  not  have  its  origin  in  higher  quarters.  I  am  well  convinced 
that  the  present  position  of  the  government  is  not  regarded  as  at  all  satisfactory. 
Vague  intimations  have  reached  me  of  some  intention  to  bring  the  subject  for- 
maUy  before  Parliament  at  an  early  period  of  the  session.  While  I  place  no 
dependence  upon  these,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  fact  as  more  or  less 
indicative  of  tne  state  of  opinion  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 


Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 

•^   •^  °  Digitized  by 
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Mr.  Seiifard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1639.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  jour  information,  an  anthenticated  copy  of  an 
affidavit  which  was  communicated  to  this  department  by  William  Skiody,  esq^ 
of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter  of  Sir  James  Elphin- 
stone  to  the  London  Standard.  Mr.  Skiddy  participated  in  the  transaction  re- 
ferred to  therein,  and  by  his  own  statement  destroyed  the  applicability  of  the 
precedent  to  Waddell's  conduct. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  4^. 


Stamford,  Conit.,  December  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  December  13th  instant,  in  reference  to  my  communica- 
tion made  to  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contained  an  extract 
from  the  Herald,*  to  the  e£fect  that  Sir  James  Elphinstone  had  written  to  the  London 
Standard,  stating  that  a  precedent  existed  for  the  course  of  the  Shenandoah  in  the  condact  of 
the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Hornet  in  the  year  1815— (given  in  James's  History  of  the 
War. )  I  was,  as  then  ranked,  a  midshipman  master's  mate  on  board  the  Hornet  at  that 
time,  (equivalent  to  an  ensign  now,)  and  oelieve  mvself  to  be  the  only  surviving  ofiScer — the 
rebel  Admiral  French  Forrest  excepted.  We  sailed  from  New  York  about  the  2!iM  of  Janu- 
ary. J8J5.  Two  or  three  days  after,  we  boarded  a  Portuguese  brig  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  but  a 
dark  night  and  increasing  gale  from  the  northwest  obliged  the  boat  and  crew  to  return,  and 
we  were  nearly  lost  before  reaching  the  ship.  This  brig  had  been  a  long  time  at  sea,  and 
could  not  give  us  any  news.  I  was  the  boarding  officer.  We  had  parted  company  with  the 
Peacock  and  Tom  Bowling.  Nothing  furtiier  transpired  until  about  a  month  af^rwfurds,  when 
in  latitude  of  the  Cape  de  Yerde  islands  we  boarded  a  French  merchant  brig  from  Bordeaux 
bound  to  the  West  Indies.  I  was  the  boarding  officer,  and  conducted  the  captain  on  board 
the  Hornet.  Captain  Biddle  not  speaking  French,  I  was  his  interpreter,  ana  the  conversa- 
tion was  all  carried  on  through  me,  and  at  its  close  I  put  the  French  captain  ^n  board  his 
brig.  We  saw  no  other  vessel  until  the  23d  of  March,  J  815,  when  in  the  morning  we  made, 
the  island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  in  latitude  37^  6'  south,  and  longitude  12^  west.  As  we  were 
getting  ready  to  land,  we  discovered  a  sail  standing  for  us.  We  laid  off  and  on  until  after 
1  p.  m.,  when  the  action  commenced,  and  in  twenty-two  minutes  after  his  Miy'e8ty*B  sloop-of- 
war  Penguin,  nineteen  guns,  was  a  prize  to  the  United  States  sloop  Hornet.  The  Penguin 
was  but  a  few  days  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  without  news  of  a  ]>eaceable  nature. 
On  the  contrary,  she  told  us  that  an  English  nigate  was  not  far  off  cruising  for  American 
vessels.  About  a  month  after  this,  Apnl  27th,  '&th,  or  29th,  in  latitude  38^  SO',  longitude 
33^  east,  we  were  chased,  and  under  the  fire  of  a  British  seventy-four,  (Comwallis,)  but 
escaped  by  throwing  our  guns  overboard.  Thus  disabled  we  steered  for  St.  Salvador,  where 
we  arrived  about  the  last  of  June,  when  and  where  we  first  heard  of  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 
On  receiving  this  news  Captain  Biddle  steered  for  home,  and  we  arrived  in  New  York  the 
latter  part  of  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SKIDDY, 
Late  Naval  Constructor  for  United  States  Mail  Steamships. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


State  of  Cohnecticut,  County  of  Fairfield,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  20th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1865,  before  me,  William  H. 
Holl^,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  State,  residing  in  Stamford,  in  said  county,  duly  com- 
missioned and  8womj>ersonally  appeared  William  Skiddy,  who  subscribed  to  the  foregoing 
letter  directed  to  the  Hon.  William  M.  Seward,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  matter  therein 
contained  as  true  and  correct 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  official  seal  the  day 
and  year  above  stated. 

[seal.]  WILLIAM  H.  HOLLY, 

Notaru  PuhHc. 

Digitized  d 
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[From  the  Herald.] 

ALLEGED  PRECEDEKTS  FOR  WADDELL'S  COURSE. 

Sir  James  Elphinstone  writes  to  the  London  Standard  on  the  suhject  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  fomiahes  an  extract  from  Jame8*8  Naval  Histoiy  to  prove  the  depredations  of  that  vessel, 
aiter  the  termination  of  the  war,  are  not  without  a  precedent  At  the  close  of  the  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  the  American  sloop  Hornet  captured  his  Majesty's 
sloop^f-war  Penguin,  after  a  desperate  engagement  The  captain  of  the  Hornet  had  pre- 
Yiouslj  been  informed  bj  a  neutral  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  but  he  disregarded  the 
notice,  taking  the  Penguin,  and  proceeded  in  company  with  an  American  sloop,  the  reacock,  to 
the  East  Indies,  in  order  to  have  their  share  of  the  prizes  yet  to  be  made.  The  Hornet  became 
disabled  and  returned,  but  the  Peacock  enterea  into  an  engagement  with  an  East  India 
Company's  vessel,  named  the  Nautilus,  and  the  latter  was  compelled  to  surrender.  In  these 
engAjgements  lives  were  sacrificed,  and  the  affair  naturally  made  a  great  sensation  at  the  time. 
Sir  James  Elphinstone  refers  to  the  incidents  now,  because  they  may  assist  In  the  discussion 
which  will  inevitably  ensue  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Shenandoah. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  AdarM  and  others. 

No.  1640  J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  jon  a  copy  of  letters  of  the  18th  instant,  which,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  were  addressed  respectively  to  the 'provisional  governor 
and  governor  elect  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Similar  letters  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  provisional  governors  and  governors  elect  of  the  States  of  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Mississippi,  from  which  you  will  see  that 
civil  anthority  has  been  restored  in  those  States,  and  that  they  are  recognized 
as  members  of  the  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Sfc.,  ^r^.,  ^. 

[Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  all  United  States  ministers.] 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  time  has  anived  when,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  care  and  conduct  of  the  proper  a£fairs  of  the  State  of  Alahama  may  be  remitted  to  the  con- 
stitutional authorities  chosen  by  the  people  thereof,  without  danger  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  States.  By  direction  of  the  President,  therefore,  you  are  relieved  from  the  trust 
which  was  heretofore  reposed  in  you  as  provisional  governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 
Whenever  the  governor  elect  shall  nave  accepted  and  become  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  executive  office,  yon  will  transfer  the  papers  and  property  of  the  State  now  in  your 
custody  to  his  excellency  ^e  governor  elect 

It  gives  me  especial  pleasure  to  convey  to  you  the  President's  acknowledgment  of  the 
fidelity,  the  loyiuty,  ana  the  discretion  which  have  marked  your  administration. 
Tou  will  please  give  me  a  reply,  specifying  the  day  on  which  this  communication  is  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
His  Excellency  Lewis  E.  Parsons, 

Provisional  Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  16,  1865. 
8m ;  By  direction  of  the  President  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
a  communication  which  has  been  addressed  to  his  excellency  Lewis  £.  Parsons,  late  pro-- 
visional  governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  whereby  he  has  been  relieved  of  the  trust  heretofore 
reposed  m  him,  and  directed  to  deliver  into  your  excellency's  possession  the  papers  and 
property  relating  to  that  trust. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  tender  yon  the  oo-operation  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  it  may  he  found  neceesaiy,  in  effecting  the  early  restoration  and  the  permanent 
prosper! tv  and  welfare  of  the  State  over  which  you  have  been  called  to  preside. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  groat  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  qJ  iht  Suu  of  Alabama, 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

No.  1644.J  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  14th  iastanty 
No.  1110,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  states  that  his  department  has  not  the  officers  or  men  to  spare 
for  the  purpose  of  hringin^  to  a  port  of  the  United  States  the  Shenandoah,  bat 
that  whenever  that  vessel  reaches  one  of  our  ports  through  other  means,  the 
Navy  Department  will,  if  requested,  be  happy  to  take  charge  of  her. 
I  am,  sn:,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adami?,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Memorandum. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1865. 

Despatches  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant  from  the  consul  of  Liverpool  were 
sent  to  the  Navy  Department  later  in  the  day  yesterday  than  the  re&rence  of 
Mr.  ASams's  despatch,  but  nothine  further  has  been  received  from  that  depart- 
ment ;  and  as  nothing  will  probably  be  done  there  in  the  way  of  business  before 
the  close  of  this  mail,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  further  expression  on  the  subject 
will  pass  through  this  department.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  they  may  send 
out  instructions  directly  oy  this  mail. 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1646.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  of  the  SOth  of  No- 
vember last,  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  United  States  consul  at  London,  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  tne 
subject  of  the  recovery  of  a  large  amount  of  gold,  alleged  to  be  deposited  in 
England,  which  was  the  property  of  the  late  insurgent  authorities.  Mr.  Morse 
has  been  informed  of  the  opmion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeaient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  fy;. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  349.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  November  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  One  or  two  persons  here,  whoappear  to  hare  full  knowledge  of  some  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  late  rebels,  say  that  from  £50,000  to  £60,000  of  confederate  government 
gold  is  now  held  in  this  citj,  bj  some  person,  honse,  or  bank,  and  that  the  holders  refuse  to 
deliyer  it  to  any  ex-confederate  agent  whatever,  government  or  otherwise,  invariably  meeting 
all  applicants  for  it  with  the  reply :  *'  You  are  not  the  proper  person  or  party  to  receive  it,  and 
that  it  belongs  to  the  United  States,  if  they  can  find  it."  If  we  cannot  obtain  it  the  English 
holders  will  keep  it.  Now,  the  proof  of  the  existence  of  this  money,  and  its  whereabouts, 
is  only  known  to  certain  persons,  not  heretofore,  if  now.  Union  men,  and  they  will  not  fur- 
nish the  proofs  that  will  enable  us  to  recorer  the  money  without  a  handsome  percentage  for 
themselves  on  the  amount  so  recovered. 

They  feel  so  confident  that  they  can  furnish  all  the  evidence  necessary  that  I  think  I  can 
make  a  safe  and  confidential  verbal  arranp^ement  with  them,  that  the  suit,  should  one  be 
necessary,  shall  be  commenced  by  the  United  States,  at  their  expense,  and  if  they  fail  to 
furnish  all  the  evidence  necessairy  to  success,  they  will  -pay  the  expenses  of  the  suit,  and  get 
nothing.  But  if  successful,  we  pay  expenses  and  their  commission.  Though  all  we  get 
will  be  clear  gain,  I  do  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  for 
allowing  commissions  with[out]  express  authority  firom  you — though  I  might  think  it  right 
and  expedient  to  enter  into  a  conditional  arrangement,  subject  to  your  approval,  where  the 
case  will  not  admit  of  delay,  I  wish  always  to  avoid  assuming  any  authority,  not  clearly 
given  me.  Will  you,  therefore,  do  me  the  honor  to  inform  me  by  return  post,  if  I  am  or 
may  be  authorised  to  make  the  best  arrangement  I  can  for  the  government  in  this,  and  cases 
of  a  similar  character,  should  any  other  occur. 

Should  vou  direct  me  to  proceed  with  the  case,  and  we  should  recover,  I  presume  some 
one  should  be  authorised  to  receive  the  money,  pay  charges,  and  deposit  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  your  department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  MORSE,  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SUUe^  fVaskingtonf  D.  C, 


Mr.  MeCuUoeh  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasury  DBPARTBfENT, 

December  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  submitting  for  my  views 
despatch  No.  349,  dated  November  30,  ultimo,  from  die  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
don, relative  to  certain  moneys  heretofore  belonging  to  the  late  rebel  authorities,  held  by 
parties  in  that  city. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  made  in  the  despatch  that  certain  persons  in  London  will, 
for  a  consideration,  furnish  such  information  and  perform  such  services  as  will  lead  to  the 
recovery  of  a  large  amount  of  gold,  heretofore  the  property  of  the  late  so-called  Confederate 
States  government.  ^ 

So  far  as  the  practice  of  this  department  in  analogous  cases  is  concerned,  it  has  nm  hesi- 
tated to  make  arrangements  with  pturties  in  possession  of  information,  or  who  will  take  the 
neoeesary  steps  to  secure  to  the  government  any  property  (nt  moneys  justly  belong^ing  to  it,  but 
in  regard  to  which  it  does  not  possess  sufficient  information  to  enable  it  to  secure  it.  No  gen- 
eral rule  fixiuGT  compensation  has  been  adopted,  the  award  generally  depending,  to  some 
extent,  upon  the  value  of  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  by  parties  acting  on  its 
behalfl  It  occurs  to  me,  however,  that  if  the  consul  at  London  is  satisfied,  from  the  repre- 
aeolatioii^made  to  him,  that  sufficient  ground  exists  for  such  action  on  his  part,  it  would  be 
propar  to  authorize  him  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  parties  in  question  to  the  effect 
that  they  be  allowed  for  their  services  and  expenses  in  the  premises  one-fourth  part  of  such 
amount  as  may  be  received  by  government  from  the  source  indicated ;  it  being  understood 
that  if  nothing  is  secured  to  government,  all  expenses  incurred  in  the  matter  snail  be  borne 
by  the  parties  in  question,  and  no  allowance  be  made  to  them  therefor,  or  for  any  informa- 
tion given  or  service  rendered  by  them. 

The  despatch  referred  to  is  herewith  returned  as  requested. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Mcculloch, 

Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  ^  t 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Servard, 

[Extract] 

No.  1124.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  4,  1866. 

Sir:    •  •  •  •  •  • 

There  ia  little  to  note  in  the  eyents  of  the  past  week.  The  meeting  of  the 
new  Parliament  has  been  once  more  postponed  to  the  1st  of  February,  when  it 
is  reallj  to  assemble  for  the  despatch  of  business.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Queen  has  consented  to  open  it  in  person,  though  with  some  conditions  attached 
to  the  ceremony  not  heretofore  practiced.  Much  more  interest  is  felt  in  the 
action  of  this  new  body  than  eyer  was  attached  to  the  old  one.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  the  tendency  of  the  cabinet  is  towards  the  adyanced  liberal  side ; . 
and  hence  there  will  certainly  be  a  plan  of  extending  the  franchise  brought  for- 
ward as  a  goyemment  measure.  Much  doubt  is  felt  of  the  ability  of  Lord 
to  Russell  sustain  himself  upon  it,  but  the  chances  seem  to  me  to  haye  been 
latterly  increasing. 

I  think  the  tone  of  the  press  towards  the  United  States  is  gradually  improying. 
All  the  public  documents  emanating  from  the  Executiye  department  this  year 
haye  been  so  good  as  to  produce  an  excellent  effect  on  the  public  mind.  The 
position  of  the  country  neyer  has  been  so  high  before,  and  if  the  President  can 
successfully  carry  out  his  policy  of  restoration  upon  the  principles  laid  down  in 
his  message.  I  foresee  little  further  danger  of  difficulty  here,  no  matter  who 
may  be  called  to  the  direction  of  affairs. 

I  should  be  glad  to  receiye  a  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  circulate  amone  the  members  of  Parliament.  It  is  yery 
highly  complimented  in  the  moneyed  circles,  but  not  more  so  than  it  appears 
to  me  fairly  to  deserye. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D,  C, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setodrd, 

No.  1125.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

*  London,  January  4,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  haye  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  note  from  H.  N.  Cougar,  com- 
missioner of  immigration,  dated  the  18th  of  December,  in  relation  to  an  applica- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Conway  to  the  Department  of  State  for  letters  of 
introduction  to  persons  here  to  promote  his  object  of  obtaining  aid  for  labor  in  the 
southern  plantations.  Such  an  application  was  scarcely  necessary.  If  Mr. 
Conway  only  brings  out  proper  eyidence  of  his  commission  he  will  find«all  the 
persons  really  interested  in  his  objects  already  so  thoroughly  organized  here  as 
to  furnish  him  at  once  with  the  best  channels  through  which  to  conduct  his 
operations. 

I  learn  that  a  considerable  sum  of  money  has  already  been  obtained  by  a 
few  of  the  Georgia  planters,  themselyes  at  Manchester,  with  which  to  commence 
in  good  faith  exteneiye  experiments  with  freed  labor.  The  appeals  first  made 
by  them  to  those  whom  they  had  considered  as  sympathizers  during  the  war, 
met  with  no  response.  All  alike  disbelieyed  in  the  disposition  of  the  negro  to 
labor.  It  was  only  by  turning  to  the  opposite  class,*  which  had  been  frienfiy 
to  the  United  States,  that  they  succeded  in  their  object.    I  learn  that  they  haye 
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gone  borne  ixilly  confident  that  with  the  command  of  actual  cash  in  hand  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  securing  any  amount  of  labor.  Large  pur- 
chases of  lands  are  contemplated  by  this  new  association,  upon  which  to  carry 
on  the  experiment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1126.J  Lboation  of  thb  United  Statbs. 

Londojif  January  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  despatch  No.  1616,  of 
the  2d  of  December,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Clarendon,  on  the  28th  of  last 
month,  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Osborne  flotilla,"  and  the  action  of  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce  in  regard  to  it,  to  which  his  lordship  replied  on  the  30th  In  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  Copies  of  the  letters  are  herewith  transmitted. 
I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  thb  CJinTED  States, 

London,  December  2ti,  1865. 
My  Lord:  In  a  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  yoar  predecessor  the 
right  honorable  Earl  Russell,  on  the  25th  of  Febmarr,  1864,  I  acquitted  myself  of  what 
was  to  me  a  most  agreeable  daty,  of  signifying  to  her  Majesty's  ffovemment  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  of  the  friendly  proceedings  of  her 
Hi^esty's  envoy  in  China,  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  mtuleof  the 
vessels  then  known  as  the  Osborne  flotilla. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  copies  of  certain  papers 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  view  held  by  my  gov- 
ernment of  the  further  measures  which  Sir  Frederick  has  been  pleased  to  adopt  to  facilitate 
the  complete  execution  of  the  plan  proposed  in  that  case. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  to  your  lordship  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  United  States  with 
the  course  pursued  by  sir  Frederick  in  referenee  to  this  matter,  as  also  in  his  relations  with 
the  government  at  Washington,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  it  if  the 
views  to  be  presented  should  find  favor  with  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c,  &c 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
The  Sight  Honcnrable  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^c,  i^e.,  Sfc 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  December  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  its  enclosures, 
respecting  th^disposition  of  the  vessels  known  as  the  Osborne  flotilla,  and  the  course  pur- 
sn^  by  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  in  the  matter. 

Her  Majesty's  government  learn  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  stops  taken  by  Sir  Fred- 
erick Bmce  in  that  matter,  as  also  his  relations  with  the  government  at  Washington,  are 
acceptable  to  the  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  "have  also  received  from  her  Majesty's  charg6  d'aflfaires  at 
Peking  a  copy  of  a  note,  dated  the  26th  of  August  last,  in  which  his  highness  Prince  Kung 
expreeeee  himself  grateful  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  for  his  conduct  in  regard  to  these  vessels. 
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Hat  lla!e8tj*8  ffOTOTnineBi  are  using  thdr  ntmost  enclMyors  to  wind  np  the  aflair  in  a  maimer 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties;  and  I  may  state  that  I  have  lately  been  informed 
bv  the  board  of  admiralty  that  they  are  in  treaty  with  the  Egyptian  ^Temment  for  the  pur- 
chase by  that  government  of  the  vessels  of  the  saoadron  now  in  this  conntry,  and  that  the 
commodore  commanding  in  India  has  been  directea  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  disposing 
of  them  at  Bombav. 

I  have  the  honor,  Su,,  &o, 

CLAEENDON. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed  bj^  the  admiralty  that  they  have  sold 
three  of  the  vessels,  namely,  the  China,  Pekin,  and  Tientsin,  to  the  Egyptian  government, 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  pounds,  (£30,](K).) 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  S^c^  4rc.,  8fe. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1127.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  feel  very  mnch  honored  in  receiving  the  President's  approbation  of  my 
share  of  the  correspondence  with  Lord  Clarendon.  In  accordance  with  your 
dejjire  expressed  in  No.  1626,  of  the  14th  of  December,  I  have  disposed  of  the 
only  remaining  proposition  left  open  between  us,  in  a  note  to  bis  lordship,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Clarendon, 

LEGATfON  OF  THE  UnTTED  STATES, 

London,  January  3,  1866. 

Mt  Lord  :  It  may,  perhaps,  be  recollected  by  your  lordship  that,  in  the  note  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  jou  on  the  18th  of  November,  allusion  was  made  to  a  sagg^tion  made 
by  your  predecessor  the  right  honorable  Earl  Russell,  in  his  note  of  the  2d  of  the  same  month, 
which  I  was  then  answering,  that  looked  to  the  possibility  of  a  concurrent  revision  of  the 
statutes  of  both  nations,  to  the  end  that  greater  security  might  be  g^yen  to  them  against  those 
who  endeavor  to  evade  the  letter  of  their  present  neutrauty  laws.  Considering  this  in  the 
nature  of  a  proposition,  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  to  you  that  I  should  with  pleasure 
transmit  it  for  tne  consideration  of  my  government. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  views  of  that  subject  expressed  in  my 
note  have  met  with  approval. 

It  is  then  with  re^t,  but  without  surprise,  that  I  find  myself  directed  to  add  that  the 
United  States  do  not  incline  towards  an  acceptance  of  his  lordship's  proposition. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c,  olc,  &c 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Honorable  Earl  of  Clarendon,  &c.,  Ac,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1 129.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  5,  1866. 
Sir  :  Not  being  altogether  satisfied  with  the  condition  in  which  the  case  of 
the  Shenandoah  was  left,  under  the  statement  of  facts  assumed  by  Lord  Claren- 
don to  be  true  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  2d  of  December,  I  took  measures  to  search 
out,  through  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  testimony  of  some  persona 
on  board  ^  that  vessel,  as  to  what  the  truth  really  was.    Not  without  dfficolty 
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he  obtained  and  Bent  me  an  affidavit  from  one  of  the  crew,  which  contained  so 
mnch  internal  evidence  of  its  substantial  accuracy,  that  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
forward  it  at  once  to  Lord  Clarendon,  with  a  note  distinctly  specifying  the  points 
in  his  own  statement  upon  which  it  bore.  His  lordship  has  thus  far  contented 
himself  with  a  cold  acknowledgment.  Understanding  from  Mr.  Dudley  that 
copies  of  the  depositions  have  been  already  forwarded  to  you,  I  now  send  you 
copies  of  the  other  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AJ>AMS. 
Hon.  WiLLMM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  28,  1865. 
Mt  Lord  :  Entertaining  no  desire  to  reopen  the  qaestions  already  discussed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  8teamei»  Shenandoah,  I  propose  to  saomit  the  accompanTing  letter  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  LiTerpool,  and  the  two  depositions  to  which  it  refers,  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  more  fully  on  the  record  what  appear  to  be  the  facts  connected  with 
her  cruise. 
The  points  to  which  I  desire  particularly  to  call  your  lordship*s  attention  are  these : 
L  In  your  note  to  me  of  the  2d  instant  you  state  '*  that  no  armed  vessel  departed  during 
this  war  from  a  British  port  to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.^* 

2.  In  your  note  of  the  4th  of  Novemoer  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  rely  on  the  authority 
of  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah  for  the  statement  that  he  committed  no  depredations 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  after  he  knew  that  the  rebellion  had  been  suppressed. 

3.  In  the  same  note  you  state,  on  the  authority  of  the  report  of  the  officer  sent  to  muster 
the  crew,  that  there  were  no  persons  known  to  be  British  subjects  on  board. 

On  the  other  hand,  with  the  aid  of  the  narrative  and  list  of  the  crew  herewith  submitted, 
I  trust  it  may  be  made  to  appear — 

1.  That  tlie  Sea  King  did  depart  from  a  British  port  armed  with  all  the  means  she  ever 
had  occasion  to  use  in  the  course  of  her  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  her  hostile  career  was  passed  whilst  she  was  still  regis- 
tered as  a  British  vessel,  with  a  British  owner,  on  the  official  records  of  the  kingdom. 

2.  That  the  commander  had  been  made  fully  aware  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  the 
Tery  day  before  he  committed  a  series  of  outrages  on  innocent,  industrious,  and  unarmed 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  sea  of  Okhotsk. 

3.  The  list  of  the  crew  herewith  submitted,  with  all  the  particulars  attending  the  sources 
horn  which  the  persons  were  drawn,  is  believed  to  be  so  far  substantially  correct  as  to  set 
at  rest  the  pretence  of  the  officer  sent  on  board  that  there  were  no  British  subjects  belong^g 
to  the  vessel. 

Deeming  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  establishment  of  the  precise  relations  of 
neutral  powers  towards  belli^rents  in  future  emergencies  that  all  the  facts  attendin^^  the 
share  taken  bv  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  late  war  should  be  clearly  placed  be- 
fore the  world,  I  have  ventured  to  take  the  liberty  to  ask  of  your  lordship  the  privilege  to 
consider  these  papers  as  intended  to  modify,  so  far  as  they  may  bo  fairly  entitled  to  be 
regarded  as  doing  so,  the  allegations  of  fact  whldi  appear  in  the  notes  to  which  they  respect- 
ively refer. 

I  pray,  Ac 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Adams, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  18,  1665. 
Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  two  affidavits :  one  of  William  A.  Temple, 
a  very  intelligent  seaman,  who  shipped  on  the  Shenandoah  (then  called  the  Sea  King)  in  Lon- 
don, and  remained  on  her  during  tee  cruise,  aud  was  discharged  from  her  after  she  came  to 
this  port ;  the  other  that  of  Margaret  Marshall,  the  wife  of  David  Marshall,  of  Liverpool,  who 
went  out  from  here  in  the  6teamer  Laurel,  and  joined  the  Shenandoah  near  the  island^  Ma- 
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de!ra  in  the  capacity  of  a  fireman.  David  Marshall  was  also  on  the  Shenandoah  dorioff  the 
whole  of  her  cruise.  At  the  time  of  his  enlisting  they  gave  him  what  is  known  as  a  halt-paj 
note,  for  the  one-half  part  of  his  wages,  payable  to  his  wife  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm 
&,  Co.,  in  Liyerpool.    This  note  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Marshall  by  her  husband ;  it  was  for  21.  lOs. 

£er  month.    Her  affidavit  shows  that  this  money  was  paid  to  her  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Tren- 
olm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  monthly,  during  the  cruise  of  the  vessel,  up  to  the  month  of  October, 
1865.    That  the  last  payment  was  made  to  her  on  the  IBth  day  of  October  last. 

The  affidavit  of  Temple  covers  the  time  of  the  whole  cruise,  and  gives  an  account  of  some 
of  the  events  that  occurred,  with  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew,  and  their  nationalities.  By 
it  you  will  see  that  she  had  26  officers,  33  petty  officers,  54  seamen,  12  firemen,  and  12  ma- 
rines, making,  in  all,  137  persons  on  board.  Of  these  78  were  British  subjects,  26  foreigners 
belonging  to  other  nations,  and  33  Americans,  divided  as  follows :  Of  the  officers,  19  Ameri- 
cans and  7  British  subjects;  of  the  pett^  officers,  5  Americans,  23  British  subjects,  and  5 
other  foreigners ;  of  the  seamen,  9  Americans,  26  British  subjects,  and  19  other  foreigners ; 
of  the  12  firemen,  all  British  subjects;  of  the  12  marines,  10  British  subjects  and  2  foreigners 
of  other  nations. 

Among  other  matters,  the  affidavit  shows  that  the  Sea  King,  when  she  sailed  from  London, 
had  two  18-pounder  guns  mounted  upon  her  decks,  and  that  these  were  the  principal  euns 
used  during  the  whole  of  her  cruise ;  that  the  day  before  they  reached  the  island  of  Madeira 
they  paintM  over  the  name  of  Sea  King  wherever  it  appeared  on  the  vessel  or  any  of  the 
boats  or  fixtures ;  that  on  her  arrival  at  Melbourne  she  was  received  in  the  most  cordial  man- 
ner by  the  officials  and  people  at  that  port,  and  every  facility  afforded  to  obtain  supplies  and 
make  repairs :  that  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah  were  entertained  on  shore,  and  in  toeir  turn 
entertained  the  officials  of  Melbourse  on  board  the  Shenandoah ;  that  Captain  Waddell  enter- 
tained privately  on  the  Shenandoah  the  governor  of  Melbourne;  that  the  goventment  engi- 
neer at  Melbourne  was  on  the  vessel  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  if  he  did  not  superintend 
the  repairs  that  were  being  made,  at  least  gave  them  the  benefit  of  his  advice;  that  at  the 
time  tnev  left  Melbourne  they  had  more  than  forty  persons  stowed  away  on  board  the  vessel, 
all  of  whom  were  enlisted  and  enrolled  upon  the  ship's  articles  before  they  were  out  of  sight 
of  land ;  that  the  ship  was  coaled  there  by  the  English  ship  John  Eraser,  of  Liverpool ;  that 
notwithstanding  they  received  information  of  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  the  termination  of  the 
war  as  early  as  the  month  of  June  of  this  year,  they  still  went  on  burning  and  destroying  all 
vessels  they  fell  in  with  sailing  under  the  United  States  flag,  and  after  receiving  this  informa- 
tion captnred  no  less  than  nineteen  vessels,  all  of  which  were  either  bonded  or  burned ;  that 
the  flag  generally  used  on  the  Shenandoah  when  speaking  other  vessels  or  decoving  their 
victims  was  the  English ;  that  the  men  received  their  bounty-money  when  they  enlisted  and 
their  wages  afterwards  in  English  gold ;  that  the  contract  made  with  them  was  that  they 
were  to  bQ  paid  in  this  money,  and  be  discharged  at  an  English  port  or  placed  on  board  of  on 
English  vessel  after  their  several  terms  of  enlistment  had  expired ;  that  Uiey  were  brought  to 
the  English  port  of  Liverpool  and  entertained  by  Captain  Whitehead,  who  sent  off  a  Doat- 
load  of  Tresh  provisions  to  them  on  the  night  of  their  arrival ;  that  Jones  &  Co.  on  the  follow- 
ing evening  also  sent  off  a  boat-load  of  provisions,  which  the  custom-house  officers  reftised  to 
permit  to  be  taken  on  board ;  that  the  officers  and  crew  were  all  discharged  from  the  ship  by 
Captain  Paynter,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Donegal,  the  crew  having  been  previously  informed 
that  on  their  names  being  called  they  must  give  their  nationality  as  southerners ;  that  the  crew 
upon  being  landed  at  Liverpool  were  admitted  into  the  Sailors*  Home,  and  that  they  were 
paid  there  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  wages  due  them  in  money  obtained  at  Liverpool. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Captain  Whitehead  who  sent  off  the  boat-load  of  provisions  to  the 
Shenandoah  on  the  night  of  her  arrival  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  W^hittaker,  Whitehead  &, 
Co.,  Liverpool;  and  mat  the  firm  Jones  &  Co.,  who  sent  off  the  boat-load  on  the  following 
evening,  is  the  same  firm  that  fitted  out  the  pirate  Georgia. 

When  you  add  to  the  h^ts  disclosed  in  these  affidavits  those  that  were  known  before,  that 
the  vessel  was  built  in  Scotland ;  owned  at  the  time  she  sailed  upon  her  cruise  by  Richard 
Wright,  an  English  merchant  of  Liverpool,  in  whose  name  she  was  registered  in  London,  and 
who  so  late  as  October  of  this  year  stood  there  as  her  registered  owner ;  that  she  was  fitted 
out  and  sailed  from  London  upon  her  cruise,  was  armed  with  English  guns  and  wholly  sup- 
plied from  England,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  character  of  this  vessel  as  an  English  buccaneer 
IS  fully  made  out. 

I  am,  sir,  Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Abahs,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fc,,  Sfc. 


Affidavit  of  IfUliam  A.  Temple.* 

I,  William  A.  Temple,  of  London,  now  residing  in  Liverpool,  No.  108  St.  James  street,  say 
I  was  bom  in  Madras,  and  am  a  British  subject.  In  October,  1864, 1  was  in  want  of  a  ship, 
and  stopping  at  Greenes  Sailors'  Home  in  London,  and  I  heard  of  the  Sea  King.    I  was 

*  The  blanks  in  this  statement  were  not  filled  up  in  the  copy  forwarded  hy>Mr.  Dudley. 
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called  in  the  office  by  one  of  the  officials.  Captain  Corbefet  of  tbe  Sea  Kin^  steamer,  after- 
wards called  the  Shenando^,  was  there.  I  was  asked  for  my  discharge  by  Captain  CorbeU. 
I  tendered  him  my  papers ;  he  told  me  he  would  ship  me  as  an  ordinary  seaman  ;  he  told  me 
he  would  give  35«.  per  month.  This  was  on  Wednesday.  He  told  me  to  be  down  on  the 
next  Friday  morning.  I  signed  the  articles  of  the  Sea  King  for  a  voyage  to  Bombay,  not  to 
exceed  two  years,  Captain  Corbett  dving  me  a  note  for  one  mouth's  advance  wages.  I 
8lflpaed  in  the  name  of  W.  J.  Jooes,  and  I  continued  by  that  name,  William  John  Jones,  during 
ail  the  cruise  of  the  Shenandoah.  I  went  down  on  Friday ;  was  told  she  would  not  go  out 
until  next  morning,  and  that  I  must  be  on  board  by  four  o'clock.  I  went  at  the  time  men- 
tioned, and  found  ner  going  out  of  dock.  I  ?ot  on  board ;  she  was  in  command  of  Captain 
Corbett.  We  proceeded  down  the  river  at  half  speed.  At  the  time  we  left  London  we  had 
two  18-pounder  guns  mounted  ou'the  decks.  These  were  the  guns  we  generally  used  while  on 
our  cruise  in  bringing  vessels  to.  I  found  on  board  Lieutenant  Whittle,  who  was  afterwards 
first  lieutenant ;  he  was  on  her  as  a  cabin  passenger  under  the  assumed  name  of  McDonald. 
There  were  several  parties  on  board ;  some  of  them  left  us  at  Deal.  Richard  Wright,  a  mer- 
chant of  Liverpool,  who  owned  the  vessel  at  the  time,  was  one  of  them.  The  captain  was  on 
very  intimate  terms  with  Lieutenant  Whittle,  treating  him  with  every  deference.  I  became 
steward  to  the  steerage  officers,  and  remained  in  this  capacity  after  I  enlisted  on  the  Shenan- 
doah until  a  month  after  we  left  Melbourne,  and  I  then  went  on  deck  and  did  duty  as  an 
ordinarv  seaman.  We  kept  down  the  channel  under  easy  sail  and  steam,  and  made  the  island 
of  Madeira  on  the  following  Monday  week.  At  the  time  we  left  London  the  name  Sea  King 
was  on  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  on  each  bow,  on  all  the  boats,  buckets,  life-buoys,  and  other 
fixtures  and  furniture. .  The  day  before  we  reached  the  island  of  Madeira  the  name  Sea  King 
was  either  painted  over  or  else  scratched  off.  During  that  night  we  kept  on  and  off.  Next 
morning  we  ran  into  the  harbor,  signalled  a  small  steamer  lying  there,  which  afterwards 

f  roved  to  be  the  Laurel.  We  went  out  of  the  harbor  again ;  the  steamer  Laurel  followed  us. 
n  two  hours  we  reached  a  small  island  lying  in  an  easterly  direction  from  Madeira.  The 
steamer  Laurel  anchored  close  into  tbe  shore,  and  we  came  along^de  and  dropped  our  anchor. 
She  (the  Laurel)  soon  came  alongside  and  made  fast  to  us.  It  was  now  for  the  first  time  that 
I  learned  what  was  up,  and  that  she  was  going  a  privateering.  Tbe  steamer  Laurel  was  in 
command  of  Captain  Kamsay,  a  British  subject,  wno  held  a  commission  as  first  lieutenant  in 
the  confederate  navy.  The  first  mate,  by  name  of  Heasman,  came  to  us  and  told  us  about  it. 
He  stated  that  the  gentleman  Whittle,  who  came  with  us,  was  to  be  first  lieutenant,  and  told  us 
that  any  of  us  who  desired  to  join  would  get  4L  10«.  a  month.  As  soon  as  the  two  vessels  were 
fastened  together  they  commenced  transferring  the  guns,  shot,  shells,  ammunition,  clothing^, 
&c.,  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King.  We  worked  from  about  2  o'clock  that  day  until  3  o'clock 
next  morning ;  during  this  time  grog  was  served  out  to  the  men  about  every  two  hours.  Cap  • 
tain  Corbett,  Lieutenant  Whittle,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  both  ships,  were  busy  eng^aged 
in  making  the  transfer.  After  we  finished  we  lay  down  and  took  a  sleep  and  turned  out 
again  about  nine  o*clock.  As  soon  as  the  men  were  out  we  were  all  called  aft  by  the  boat- 
swain of  the  Sea  King ;  the  men  from  the  Laurel  were  also  called  on  board.  As  soon  as  we 
got  aft  Captain  Corbett  came  out  with  the  ship's  articles  in  his  hands,  and  made  a  speech  to 
us  something  to  this  effect :  Men  of  the  Sea  King,  you  signed  these  articles  with  me  to  go  to 
Bombay  or  any  intermediate  port,  and  if  the  ship  should  be  sold  on  the  voyage,  you  were  to 
sign  clear  of  her.  Some  one  said  we  did  not  hear  anything  about  that  in  London  ;  he  replied. 
Here  it  is,  and  read  it  to  them.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  sold  the  ship,  and  that 
those  who  wished  to  join  the  ship  could  do  so;  that  they  would  be  paid,  on  their  signing  a 

Eaper  clearing  from  the  Sea  King,  two  months'  wages,  whilst  those  who  did  not  want  to  join 
er  were  to  take  their  clothes  and  go  on  the  steamer  alongside,  which  would  take  them  to 
Liverpool,  where  they  would  be  paid  two  months'  wages  upon  signing  a  similar  paper.  Some 
of  the  Men  demanded  that  they  should  be  paid  immediately.  Captain  Waddell  wa*)  standing 
close  to  Captain  Corbett  at  the  time,  in  full  confederate  uniform,  and  as  soon  as  Captain  Cor- 
bett had  finished,  stepped  forward  and  took  his  place  by  the  side  of  Captain  Corbett,  and 
said.  Men,  I  am  an  officer  in  the  confederate  navy,  authorized  to  take  command  of  this  ship. 
He  offered  to  read  his  commission,  but  the  men  said,  no,  never  mind.  He  then  said.  Any  of 
you  that  feel  inclined  to  serve  under  the  confederate  fiag  will  get  good  wages  and  good  treat- 
ment. I  do  not  intend  to  fight ;  any  one  can  see  that  this  vessel  was  not  made  to  fight ;  I 
intend  to  run  away  rather  than  fight,  unless  in  a  very  urgent  case.  My  orders  are  simply  to 
destroy  the  federal  commerce  by  burning  and  destroving  all  ships  that  I  can  find  sailing 
under  the  federal  flag.  He  said,  as  each  vessel  was  'taken  they  would  be  valued,  and  hau 
of  the  value  of  each  would  be  divided  among  the  shin's  company,  and  paid  to  them  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  Some  one  asked  what  bounty  he  woula  g^ve ;  he  repliea,  he  would  give  £1.5 
bounty,  in  gold ;  to  able  seamen  he  would  g^ve  £7  per  month,  and  those  that  were  married 
could  have  their  wages  paid  to  their  wives  in  Liverpool  during  the  cruise.  Notes  were  given 
to  the  married  men  tor  the  half  of  their  wages,  payable  in  Liverpool  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.'s  office.  These  notes  have  been  paid,  as  I  have  been  informed,  up  to  three 
weeks  of  our  reaching  Liverpool,  in  last  month.  He  told  the  men  as  the  wages  were  high, 
th^  would  only  sig^  for  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  be  would  land  them  in  some 
British  port,  if  it  lay  in  his  power ;  if  he  could  not  do  this,  he  would  endeavor  to  place  them 
on  board  a  British  vessel  bound  for  the  United  Kingdom.    He  expected  to  make  up  his  prew 
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from  (be  prises  he  woald  take.  He  said  her  name  was  the  Shenandoah,  and  that  he  was  to 
command  her.  No  confederate  flaff  had  np  to  this  time  been  shown.  The  only  flags  used 
had  been  the  English.  Myself,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  John  Clark,  and  John  Martin  signed 
cleared  of  the  Sea  King,  receiving  each  two  months*  wages  from  Captain  Corbett,  and  then 
were  sworn  to  the  effect  that  we  were  to  serve  the  Confederate  States  to  the  best  of  curability, 
and  never  betray  them ;  we  signed  this  at  the  bottom.  Efforts  were  made  to  get  the  other 
men  to  join ;  many  from  the  Laurel  did  join ;  those  who  would  not,  returned  to  Liverpool,  or 
started  for  there,  in  the  Laurel  Mr.  Smith,  the  purser  of  the  Shenandoah,  paid  me  the  two 
months'  wages  for  serving  on  the  Sea  King,  also  the  bounty  money  for  enlisting  on  her.  It 
was  about  12  o'clock  when  the  Laurel  left  us ;  she  steered  towaras  Madeira,  and  we  took  a 
southwest  course.  On  parting  company  with  the  Laurel  we  hoisted  for  the  first  time  on  the 
Shenandoah  the  confederate  flag.  It  was  up  but  for  a  few  minutes ;  another  vessel  hove  in 
sight,  and  we  hoisted  an  English  flag  to  her ;  she  replied  with  the  same  flag.  This  was  the 
19th  day  of  October,  1864,  when  we  parted  with  the  Laurel.  Captain  Corbett,  and  all  the 
men  who  did  not  join  the  Shenandoah,  went  on  the  Laurel.  We  were  ten  or  twelve  days  in 
stowing  things  away  and  mountiog  the  guns.  We  had  two  guns  mounted  at  the  time  we 
left  London,  each  eigh  teen-pounder;  we  mounted  four  sixty-eignt-pounders  smooth  bore  shell 

fans,  and  two  long  tnirty-two-pounder  Whitworth  rifle  guns.  These  were  all  English  guns, 
here  were  also  rifles,  revolvers,  cutlasses,  &c.,  in  abundance.  Each  man  at  his  quarters 
during  our  cruise  was  armed  with  a  rifle,  a  cutlass,  and  a  revolver.  This  was  continued  until 
the  3a  of  August  last.  There  were  but  nineteen  men,  besides  the  officers,  at  the  time  we  left 
the  Laurel.  All  these  men  were  British  subjects.  AU  the  guns,  small  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion, as  well  as  supplies,  were  from  England ;  had  been  brought  out  either  from  London  in 
the  Sea  King,  or  in  the  English  steamer  Laurel,  from  Liverpool.  Our  bounty  money  was 
paid  us  in  Euglish  gold.  Indeed,  Captain  WaddeU  told  us  at  the  time  we  joined  that  our 
wages  would  be  paid  us  in  English  gold.  We  were  paid,  at  least  myself,  £2  in  English 
money,  at  Melbourne,  and  since  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  I^wis 
Wiggins,  who  held  the  post  of  signal  ouartermaster  on  the  Shenandoah,  about  one-half  part 
of  my  wages.  This  payment  was  maae  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  on  the  I3th  of  £^o- 
vember,  (last  month,  1865,)  in  English  money.  This  last  payment  was  made  by  Wiggins 
and  Charles  H.  Morton,  one  of  the  seamen ;  they  told  us  we  need  not  be  afraid,  we  woul4 
get  the  rest  of  it. 

About  the  29tb  day  of  October,  1864,  we  captured  our  first  prize  in  the  bark  Alina,  of  Sears- 
port,  from  Newport,  bound  to  Bahia.  When  we  got  within  signalling  distance  of  her  we 
hoisted  the  English  flag.  She  replied  by  hoisting  the  American,  and  as  soon  as  we  got  up 
near  her,  we  fired  a  blank  shot  across  her  bows,  and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  She  hove 
to,  and  an  armed  boat  was  sent  to  her.  The  vessel  was  condemned,  and  sunk.  The  captain 
and  men  were  brought  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  all  the  men  and  officers,  except  the 
captain,  were  put  in  irons. 

The  next  prize  was  the  schooner  Charter  Oak.  She  was  bound  from  Boston  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. She  was  condemned  and  burnt  The  captain  had  his  wife  and  wife's  sister  on  board. 
They  were  brought  to  the  Shenandoah.  The  captain  had  about  two  hundred  dollars.  This, 
Captain  WaddeU  took  from  the  captain,  but  gave  it  to  his  wife  on  leaving  the  Shenandoah. 
The  captain  of  the  Charter  Oak  represented  that  this  was  all  he  had  in  the  world,  now  that 
his  vessel  was  burnt  This  vessel  was  loaded  with  furniture,  provhiions,  preserved  fruits, 
preserved  vegetables,  meats,  &c  We  took  out  sofas,  furniture,  pre.served  fruits,  meats,  ^-c, 
and  transferred  them  to  the  Shenandoah ;  indeed,  we  almost  unloaded  her,  and  transferred 
her  cargo  to  our  vessel.  We  spoke  a  Danish  brig,  bound  to  Rio  Janeiro  ;  all  the  prisoners 
were  placed  on  this  vessel.  Our  captain  made  a  bargain  with  the  Danish  captain  to  convey 
them  there. 

A  week  or  ten  days  afterwards  we  took  our  third  prize,  the  bark  D.  Godfrey,  of  Boston, 
and  bound  from  that  port  to .    We  condemned  and  burnt  her. 

We  then  captured  the  schooner  L.  N.  Stacey,  of  Boston,  and  from  that  port  to  Houolulo. 
She  was  condemned  and  burnt 

The  next  vessel  we  captured  was  the  Kate  Prince.  She  was  a  ship  from  Cardiff  to  Bahia. 
Her  cargo  proved  to  be  neutral.    She  was  ransomed,  and  all  our  prisoners  transferred  to  her. 

Our  next  prize  was  the  bark  Adelaide.  She  was  condemned  to  be  burnt ;  but  while  thej 
were  breaking  op  her  cabin,  a  letter  from  her  owners  in  Baltimore  was  discovered.  It  was 
brought  on  boara,  and  the  order  to  burn  her  was  revoked,  because  she  belonged  to  southern 
owners.  She  was  released  on  giving  a  ransom  bond  for  a  small  amount  She  was  under  a 
Buenos  Ayres  flag. 

The  next  prize  was  a  brig^tine,  the  Susan,  from  Newport  to  Bio  Janeiro,  loaded  with 
coal.     She  was  condemned  and  sunk. 

The  bark  Edward  was  ut^xt  captured  west  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  She  was  from 
Nantucket,  and  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage.  We  lay  aside  her  for  two  days,  transHorring 
stores  from  her  to  oUr  vessel.    She  was  then  condemned  and  burnt 

The  next  day  we  made  the  island  of  Tristan  d'Acuna,  where  there  is  a  British  settlement 
We  landed  all  our  prisoners  there,  to  the  number  of  about  forty. 

The  next  prize  was  east  of  the  Cape.    It  was  the  bark  D^phine ;  she  belonged  to  Poiii- 
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moutb,  N^ew  Hampsliire ;  was  in  ballaafc.  She  was  oondemned  uid  burnt.  The  captain  bad 
bis  wife  with  him.    She  and  the  rest  were  transferred  to  the  Shenandoah. 

From  this  time  until  we  arrived  in  Melbourne,  on  the  26th  of  January,  we  took  no  more 
prizes.  We  were  well  received  by  all  the  authorities  and  people  at  Melbourne.  All  the  officials 
and  most  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of  the  place  visited  the  Shenandoah,  and  were  very  warm 
in  their  congratulations  and  well-wishes  to  us.  The  governor  of  Melbourne  visited  captain 
Waddell,  and  was  privately  entertained  by  Captain  Waddell,  on  board  the  Shenandoah. 
There  were  8,000  visitors  came  on  board  to  see  as,  in  one  day.  All  the  govemntent  officials 
were  on  board  to  see  us,  and  most  of  them  were  entertained  on  board,  either  by  the  captain 
or  his  officers.  The  government  officials  in  Melbourne  ^ve  an  elegant  entertainment  to 
Captain  Waddell  ana  his  officers  during  his  stay  there ;  it  was  given  at  their  club-room  in 
Melbourne.  Every  facility  was  afforded  to  us,  both  by  the  officials  and  people  of  Melbourne, 
to  make  our  repairs  and  to  procure  our  supplies  ;  inaeed,  everything  we  wanted.  One  very 
warm  friend  was  a  man  by  the  name  of ,  formerly  the  United  States  consul  there. 

A  dinner  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah,  at  a  place  called  Ballarat,  in  the 
country.  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Grimball,  Mr.  Scales,  Mr.  Mason,  Dr.  Lenning,  and  Mr.  Brown 
went.  They  were  received  at  the  station  by  some  two  thousand  people,  who  cheered  them 
as  they  passed. 

The  English  government  engineer  was  on  board  our  ship  while  we  were  undergoing  our 
repairs  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  certainly  assisted  them  with  his  opinions  and  advice,  if 
he  did  not  superintend  our  repairs. 

We  left  Melbourne  on  the  18th  day  of  February.  When  we  left  we  had  from  fifty  to  sixty 
persons  on  board  as  stowaways ;  among  them  was  Captain  Robert  Blackar,  who  commanded 
the  English  steamer  Saxonia.  It  was  known  to  the  officers  on  board  at  the  time  we  sailed 
that  most  of  these  men  were  on  board.  All  these  persons  so  stowed  away  on  board  were 
British  subjects,  and  were  enlisted  or  enrolled  upon  the  ship's  books  as  officers  or  men  within 
twelve  hours  from  the  time  we  left  our  anchorage,  and  while  we  were  within  sight  of  land. 
Their  names  are  mentioned  in  the  list  annexed  hereto,  and  comprise  all  those  set  down  in 
said  list  as  shipping  at  Melbourne. 

Before  we  lert  Melbourne  we  were  coaled  by  the  ship  John  Fraser,  from  Liverpool,  which 
I  have  since  learned  was  sent  out  with  coal  expressly  for  us.  It  was  some  six  weeks  after 
we  loft  Melbourne  before  we  took  another  prize,  during  which  time  we  were  organizing  a 
company  of  marines  and  drilling  the  crew. 

About  the  2d  of  March  we  spoke  the  schooner  Honolulu,  under  the  Honolulu  flag ;  the 
captain  of  the  schooner  told  us  there  were  six  American  whalers  anchored  in  the  ham)or  of 
the  island  of  Ascension.  We  made  all  haste,  steered  directly  to  this  island,  and  entered  the 
harbor  two  days  after.  We  found  there  four  vessels,  all  whalers :  the  ship  Heotor,  of  New 
Bedford ;  ship  Edward  Carey,  of  San  Francisco ;  the  bark  Pearl,  of  New  London ;  and  the 
bark  Harvest,  of  Honolulu.  This  last  vessel  was  from  Honolulu,  under  the  Honolulu  flag, 
and  in  command  of  a  citizen  of  Honolulu.  These  vessels  were  aU  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor.  The  Honolulu  bark  was  brought  alongside,  and  all  her  supplies  were  removed  to 
the  Shenandoah ;  her  captain  was  brought  on  board  and  placed  in  double  irons,  and  kept  in 
this  condition  for  three  or  four  days.  The  captains  of  the  three  American  vessels  were  visit- 
ing the  missionary  on  the  Other  side  of  the  island  at  the  time  we  arrived,  but  most  of  them 
returned  in  time  to  see  their  vessels  burned.  We  took  possession  of  all  the  vessels,  the  three 
that  were  under  the  American  flag  as  well  as  the  one  under  the  Honolulu  flag.  Within  an 
hour  after  we  arrived  we  took  possession,  and  the  savages  of  the  island  were  told  they  might 

S>  and  plunder  the  vessels  and  take  whatever  they  desired.  They  took  the  boats  belonging  to 
e  vessels,  sails,  furniture,  supplies,  <&c  They  almost  stripped  the  vessels.  We  fired  and 
bnmed  the  Pearl  on  the  day  we  arrived ;  the  next  Monday,  the  6th  of  March,  we  g^ve  the 
Edward  Carey  and  the  Hector  to  the  flames ;  the  Honolulu  bark  was  burned  about  two  days 
after.  The  vessels  were  all  in  the  harbor  at  the  time  they  were  burned.  The  crews  from  all 
these  vessels  were  turned  on  shore  among  the  savages  as  soon  as  we  took  possession.  All 
the  captain^  upon  their  return,  which  was  not  until  after  we  had  seized  their  vessels,  with 
their  officers,  were  brought  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  placed  in  irons,  and  kept  there  until 
we  were  ready  to  sail,  when  they  were  paroled  and  sent  to  the  shore  with  their  men  among 
the  savages.  We  left  them  there.  The  King  of  the  island  came  on  board  while  we  were 
there.  Waddell  and  his  officers  received  him  in  full  uniform,  wearing  their  swords.  He  was 
Iirought  aboard  in  the  ship's  gig,  and  entertained  by  the  captain  in  his  cabin,  and  shown 
Toona  the  ship. 

We  left  the  island  of  Ascension  about  the  14th  day  of  March  last,  and  cruised  for  about  a 
month  off  the  coast  of  Japan,  hoping  to  fall  in  with  some  of  the  United  States  traders  with 
that  country. 

The  last  part  of  May  we  entered  the  Okhotsk  sea;  we  there  captured  the  whaling  bark 
Abigail,  of  New  Bedford.  We  lay  alongside  two  days  transferring  the  spirits,  potatoes,  and 
supplies  from  her  to  our  vessel.  There  were  on  the  vessel  some  twenty  or  thirty  silk  dresses 
which  the  captain  and  officers  had  purchased  in  Japan,  and  a  quantity  of  fancy  Jaiian  work- 
boxes  and  fancy  articles.  All  these  were  taken  by  the  officers  and  men  of  our  snip.  The 
vessel  was  then  burned.    A  part  of  the  time  we  were  lying  by  her  our  crew  had  reached  the 
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liquors,  and  were  in  a  firiffhtfiil  state  of  Intoxication.  The  second  mate  of  this  Yessd,  F* 
Manniod^,  an  American  bdoneing  to  Baltimore,  on  coming  on  board,  told  onr  captain  tba^ 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  seas  in  the  neighborhood,  and  wonld  pilot  the  yessel  Shen- 
andoah to  a  place  where  we  wonld  find  fourteen  or  fifteen  United  States  whaling  vessels  to- 
gether. He  was  placed  npon  the  articles  as  ship*s  corporal,  and  g^ave  the  information  to  the 
captain.  We  afterwards,  under  his  piloting,  found  eleTen  American  vessels  all  toother, 
nine  of  which  were  burnt  as  hereafter  mentioned.  Mannine  was  at  once,  for  this  service,  re- 
warded by  being  made  a  master's  mate.  He  is  now  in  London.  After  cruising  for  mcoo 
than  a  week  we  made  for  Behring's  straits. 

In  the  month  of we  signted  two  vessels  within  about  nine  miles  from  the  land ; 

thej  proved  to  be  the  ship  William  Thompson  and  ship  Euphrates,  both  from  New  Bedford. 
They  were  both  burned.  While  they  were  buminff,  another  ship  hove  in  sight ;  we  gave 
chase  under  the  Bussian  fla^ ;  she  jjroved  to  be  the  English  bark  Kobert  Downs,  of  Sydney. 
We  gave  them  our  name  as  we  Bussian  ship  of  war  Prince  Petropaulovski,  bound  on  a  cruise ; 
she  Miluted  us,  and  we  parted. 

In  two  or  three  days,  near  the  entrance  of  Behring's  straits,  we  sighted  three  more  vessels ; 
they  proved  to  be  the  ship  Milo,  the  bark  Sophia  lliomton,  and  bark  Jerry  Swift;  they  were 
all  captured.  The  Milo  was  bonded  on  condition  of  her  receiving  the  crews  of  the  others  and 
the  prisoners  we  had  on  board ;  the  others  were  burned.  This  was  in  the  month  of  June. 
The  next  vessel  we  took  was  the  brigantine  Susan  Abigail,  of  San  Francisco ;  she  was 
twenty-eight  days  from  San  Francisco,  and  bound  on  a  general  trading  voyage  in  the  Arctic 
sea.  She  had  many  fismcy  articles  on  board,  but  we  took  nothing  irom  her,  but  burned  her 
immediately,  as  the  captain  and  crew  had  told  us  that  General  Lee  had  surrendered  and  the 
war  was  over.  It  was  on  the day  of  June  last  when  we  captured  and  burned  this  ves- 
sel. This  was  the  first  news  we  had  that  the  war  was  over.  This  news  depressed  us.  On 
the  following  night,  about  12  o*cIock,  we  took  three  other  vessels :  the  bark  J.  C.  Nye,  of 
San  Francisco ;  oark  Nimrod,  of  New  Bedford ;  and  bark  Cathedne,  of  New  Bedford,  all 
whalers.    These  three  last  vessels  were  captured  and  burned  on  the  night  of . 

The  next  vessels  taken  were  the  bark  Isabella,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  bark  General  Pike, 
of  New  Bedford ;  and  the  bark  Gypsie,  of  New  Bedford.   They  were  captured  on  the  — w 

The  General  Pike  was  ransomed ;  the  Isabella  and  a  bark  called  the  Gypsie,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, were  burned.  The  Isabella  was  brought  alongside  the  Shenandoao,  and  her  stores 
taken  out  and  placed  on  our  vessel  before  she  was  burned.  The  crews  from  these  vessels 
were  all  placed  on  the  General  Pike.  Another  vessel  was  in  sight,  but  the  captains  firom  the 
prize  vessels  told  us  she  had  the  small-pox  on  board,  and  we  let  her  pass,  although  she 
showed  the  American  flag. 

Early  in  the  morning  of ,  the  weather  being  foggy,  we  were  very  nearly  b«n|^ 

run  into  by  the  bark  Waverley,  of  New  Bedford.  We  took  her  and  burned  her.  On  the  same 
day  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  we  saw  several  vessels  anchored  in  a  bay  or  roadstead ;  the^ 
were  about  eight  or  twelve  miles  from  land.  Most  were  at  anchor ;  some  were  with  their 
sails  furled  up ;  there  were  eleven  all  together.  We  were  at  this  time  under  the  pilotage  of 
Mr.  Manning.  It  was  through  him  that  we  had  reached  this  point.  They  all  hoisted  the 
American  fli^.  On  our  neanng  them  we  too  hoisted  the  American  flag.  The  first  vessel 
proved  to  be  the  bark  Martha,  of  New  Bedford ;  she  was  under  canvas,  and  was  just  going 
to  anchor;  she  was  boarded  by  us  and  taken  possession  of.  We  then  came  up  to  a  lot  of 
them :  they  were  the  bark  Congress,  of  New  Bedford ;  bark  Nassau,  of  New  Beaford ;  bark 
CoringtoD,  of  New  Bedford;  the  ship  James  Murrav,  of  New  Bedford;  the  ship  Brunswick, 
of  New  Bedford ;  ship  Hilman,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  bark  Nile,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  ship 
Isaac  Howllnd,  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island;  and  the  bark  Favorite,  of  Fair  Haven.  This  last 
vessel,  on  our  boat  going  to  board  her,  made  resistance.  Her  captain  pointed  a  bomb  gpn 
at  us,  and  threaten^  to  fire  at  us  if  we  approached  his  ship.  All  nis  crew  were  armed  with 
handspikes.  At  this  time  nearly  all  the  vessels  above  mentioned  were  in  our  possession,  and 
several  of  them  were  in  flames,  and  the  United  States  flag  was  still  flying  at  our  gaff  or  mix- 
zen-peak ;  we  had  not  had  any  other  up  to  this  time  flying.  On  receiving  this  h<^tile  recep- 
tion we  returned  to  the  Shenandoah,  and  informed  the  lieutenant  what  had  happened.  He 
hauled  down  the  United  States  flag  and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag  on  the  Shenandoah,  and 
approached  with  his  vessel  to  within  speaking  distance,  hailed  the  captain,  and  told  him 
that  everyperson  must  leave  her  within  five  mmutes,  or  he  would  fire  mto  and  nnk  them. 
Captain  Waddell  ordered  one  of  the  Whitworth  guns  to  be  loaded,  and  repeated  the  order  to 
point  the  gun  to  hit  that  ship.  Before  the  five  minutes  had  expired  all  the  crew  had  left  her 
m  their  bcMits ;  the  captain  refused  to  do  so,  and  remained  on  board.  First  Lieutenant  Whit- 
tle, on  seeing  that  the  crew  had  left  the  ship,  hailed  the  bark  again,  and  told  the  captain  to 
haul  down  his  flag.  The  captain  replied  that  he  would  not.  The  first  lieutenant  then  ordered 
our  boat  to  be  hauled  up,  and  in  great  excitement  snatched  a  loaded  rifle  from  one  of  the  ma- 
rines/jumped  into  the  boat,  and  told  us  to  ^ive  way  and  pull  with  all  our  might.  On  ap- 
proaching the  vessel  Lieutenant  Whittle  pointed  the  rifle  at  him,  and  told  him  if  he  did  not 
within  five  minutes  go  and  stand  in  the  port  eaneway,  leaving  his  arms  on  the  po<9,  he 
would  shoot  him  dead  on  the  deck  where  he  stood.  The  captain  appeared  to  be  intoxicated. 
We  went  round  and  boarded  the  vessel,  took  possession,  and  burned  her. 
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We  bouded  ihe  two  sldM  James  Morraj  and  Bmnswick,  and  bnmed  all  the  rest  The 
crews  from  the  burnt  yessels  were  placed  on  the  Murray  and  Brunswick. 

After  firing  these  yessels,  we  stemd  to  the  northward  for  a  day  and  a  night,  but  meeting 
with  heayy  sea  we  tnmed  about  and  steered  for  the  south.  Manning  protested  against  our 
tmning  about,  saying  in  a  few  more  days  he  could  find  as  many  more  yessels  as  we  had 
already  taken. 

Three  or  four  days  after,  about  the  ,  we  spoke  a  Honolulu  brig;  hailed  and  asked 

her  what  news  she  had.    He  replied  that  General  Lee  had  surrender^  and  the  northern 
President  had  been  assassinated. 

After  this,  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  we  left  Behring  straits  for  the  Pacific  ocean.  When 
in  the  latitude  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  2d  of  Aug^t,  1865,  we  spoke  the  bark  Barracouta,  of 
Liyeipool,  from  San  Frandseo  to  Swansea,  fourteen  days  out.  We  sent  a  boat  on  board,  and 
he  told  us  that  the  war  was  oyer,  confirming  the  news  we  had  heard  before. 

On  the  following  day  all  bands  were  called  aft,  and  Captain  Waddell  told  them  it  was 
indeed  true  that  the  South  had  been  suppressed,  and  the  war  oyer.  He  told  the  men  all  they 
had  to  do  was  to  obey  him ;  that  he  intended  to  take  them  to  a  British  port,  and  that  howeyer 
much  trouble  they  miffht  be  put  to,  he  and  his  officers  would  be  iiji  a  much  worse  condition  ; 
but  that  if  they  would  stand  oy  him  he  would  stand  by  them.  He  alluded  to  a  letter  which 
had  been  sent  aft  by  the  crew,  requesting  him  to  go  into  a  British  port.  He  told  them  he 
would  go  into  a  British  port.  Some  wanted  to  go  to  Australia;  but  they  all  seemed  well 
content  with  his  ultimate  decision  to  come  to  LiyerpooL 

We  rounded  the  Horn  on  the  13th  September  and  made  direct  for  Liyeipool.  When  in 
latitude  of  the  Cape  of  GkM>d  Hope  the  officers  called  a  meeting,  and  signed  a  petition 
requesting  the  captain  to  run  in  and  land  them  at  Cape  Town.  .  Captain  Waddell  refused 
to  accede  to  thi^. 

The  next  day  Lieutenant  Whittle  waited  on  the  captain,  at  the  request  of  the  officers, 
and  renewed  the  matter.    The  captain  still  refused. 

On  the  following  day  the  men  neld  a  meeting,  and  signed  a  petition  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  willing  to  go  whereyer  the  captain  tooK  them.  He  then  continued  on  his  oonisa 
for  Liyerpool,  where  we  arriyed  on  the  6th  Noyember,  1865. 

Oni  general  practice  while  cruising  was,  when  we  captured  a  yessel,  to  bring  the  men 
and  officers  to  the  Shenandoah  and  put  them  in  irons.  In  somd  cases  the  officers  were  not 
put  in  irons.  In  approaching  yessels  our  general  practice  was  to  hoist  the  Enfflish  fiag. 
This  was  done  in  most  cases  when  we  captured  a  priae  or  spoke  a  yessel.  In  a  few 
instances  we  hoisted  the  Russian  and  American  flags;  but  the  English  flag  was  the  one, 
we  generally  used. 

The  only  inducement  held  out  for  men  from  yessels  captured  to  joki  our  ship  was  this : 
After  they  were  put  in  irons  the  officers  would  approach  them  and  say :  l^^ow  you  are  in  irons, 
and  will  probably  be  kept  there  for  a  month,  and  you  are  earning  nothing;  now,  if  you 
will  join  us  you  will  be  set  at  liberty,  treated  well,  and  earn  good  wages  ^  you  had  there- 
five  better  consent  and  do  it.    Many  ag^reed  to  do  this. 

F.  Manning,  the  mate  from  the  Abigail,  was  not  put  in  irons  at  alL  He  became  an 
actiye  man  among  us  as  soon  as  he  got  on  board,  and  yolunteered  his  seryices  to  conduct 
OS  to  the  whaling  fleet,  and  was  thanked  and  complimented  by  the  captain,  and  promoted 
for  his  seryices. 

When  we  captured  a  yessel  we  always  took  all  the  money,  jewelry,  chronometers,  and 
other  Taluables  that  were  in  the  ship,  and  all  the  mon^  and  jewelry  tiiat  the  captain  and 
officers  had  in  their  pockets  or  about  them,  except  their  watches  and  what  they  were  wearing. 
In  one  or  two  instances  their  watches  were  taken  from  them  by  our  men.  Complaint  was 
made  by  the  captains  of  this  to  our  officers,  but  they  neyer  got  any  redress. 

After  a  vessel  was  condemned,  and  we  had  taken  eyerything  we  wanted  from  her,  we 
wonld  proceed  to  break  up  her  cabins  and  furniture  with  our  axes,  and  then  set  her  on  fire. 
That  is  the  way  we  did  wheneyer  we  bnmed  them.    There  were  two  cases  where  we  sunk 


A  day  or  two  before  we  arriyed  at  Liyerpool,  Captain  Waddell  had  all  the  men  called  aft. 
He  commenced  to  address  them,  and  said  when  tne  ship  first  started  she  had  $22,000  on 
board  of  her.  Out  of  that  he  took  $18,000  to  defray  the  expenses  in  Melbourne ;  conse- 
qnently,  when  he  came  to  consider  the  Uu'ge  amount  that  was  due  to  each  one  of  us,  the  small 
amount  of  money  left  would  go  but  a  little  way  among  us ;  but  what  there  was  should 
be  equally  divided  among  the  officers  and  men,  and  on  our  arrival  in  Liverpool  he  would 
endeavor  to  see  where  the  rest  of  our  money  was  to  come  from.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  amone  the  southern  population  of  Liverpool,  who  had  been  so  interested  and  concerned  in 
the  war,  there  would  be  some  who  would  be  willing  to  contribute  to  pay  us,  who  had  done 
so  mach.  He  then  went  on  to  say  what  satisfaction  the  good  conduct  of  the  crew  during  the 
cniise  bad  given  him,  and  he  only  hoped  up  to  the  last  moment  of  their  stopping  in  the 
ship  they  would  behave  in  the  same  orderly  manner.  He  added,  **  Tou  have  gained  a 
name  by  serving  in  this  vessel  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  Tour  acts  will  be  talked  of 
aU  over  Europe."  He  said  that  when  he  got  on  shore  it  would  be  very  annoying  to  him 
to  have  the  men  following  him  aboat  Liverpool  to  the  offices;  he  would  therefore  appoint 
Lewis  Wiggins  and  James  Brossman,  to  whom  he  would  communicate,  and  who  would  com- 
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monlcate  his  wishes  to  the  men.  He  promised  to  give  ns  each  a  certificate  of  the  exact 
amoont  due  ns. 

The  day  before  we  arriYed  in  Liverpool  we  were  paid  the  money  that  was  promised  on  the 
ship — that  is,  the  cash  in  hand  was  divided.  My  share  was  £5,  which  was  paid  me  in 
English  gold.    A  part  of  the  crew  were  paid  partly  in  English  and  partly  in  American  coin. 

We  came  on  shore  at  Liverpool  on  Wednesday  evening/  the  8th  of  November,  1865. 
We  heard  nothing  more  abont  the  payment  nntil  the  following  Friday.  I  had  g^ne  to 
and  was  stopping  at  the  Sailors*  Home,  in  LiverpooL  A  mMority  of  the  men  from  the 
Shenandoah  were  stopping  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  in  Liverpool.  No  objection  was  made 
to  onr  stopping  in  the  Sailors*  Home,  in  Liverpool.  They  admitted  all  who  applied,  but 
would  not  take  the  name  of  our  ship.    They  put  us  down  under  the  name  of  another  vesseL 

On  I*Mday  Wiggins,  who  was  stopping  at  the  Sailors*  Home  with  us,  came  and  collected 
all  the  certificates  that  had  been  given  ns  before  we  left  the  Shenandoah,  showing  the 
amount  due  to  us,  telling  us  that  he  would  most  likely  pay  us  the  following  day. 

About  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  1 1th  of  November,  1865,  he  commenced  to  pay  o£P 
the  crew  upstairs  in  his  own  room  at  the  Sailors*  Home.  Morton  acted  as  clerk.  He  called 
them  in  one  by  one,  and  commenced  pairing  them  in  full  in  English  gold.  He  paid  off 
about  one-half  of  the  crew  in  full.  The  following  day  I  went  down  to  the  Home  and  asked 
him  to  give  me  a  few  shillings,  as  I  had  not  been  paid,  and  he  then  told  me  there  would 
not  be  enough  money  to  go  round  and  pay  all. 

The  next  morning  he  commenced  paving  the  crew  one-half  their  wages,  and  retaining 
their  certificates.  There  was  ilue  me  £49  14s.  I  g^t  only  £^.  This  was  paid  me  in 
English  gold.  That  same  evening  Wiggins  went  to  London  in  disguise.  Morton  took  a 
second  class  ticket  to  Bristol. 

On  Friday,  the  17th  November,  I  went  to  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  and  there  saw  Captain 
WaddelL  He  took  me  up  to  his  room.  I  asked  him  what  prospect  there  was  of  our  being 
paid.  He  told  me  he  haa  given  Wiggins  enough  money  to  pay  all  the  men  all  that  was  due 
them,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Wiggins  was  acting  for  the  best.  This  is  the  last 
time  I  have  seen  him ;  but  several  of  the  crew  have  seen  him  subsequently. 

We  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  November,  as  above  stated,  and 
anchored  in  the  river  Mersey,  near  her  Majesty's  ship  DonegaL  We  came  up  with  the 
confederate  flag  flying. 

Just  as  we  anchor^  a  lieutenant  from  the  Donegal  came  on  board.  After  conversing 
with  Captfdn  Waddell  he  left,  and  soon  after  Captain  Paynter,  of  the  Donegal,  came.  He 
remained  about  an  hour,  and  as  he  passed  over  the  side  of  the  ship  said  he  would  telegraph 
Earl  Bussell  and  let  Captain  Waddell  know  the  answer  as  soon  as  he  got  it.  That 
night  a  company  of  marines,  with  two  ofiicers,  from  the  Donegal,  came  on  board  and  took 
possession  of  the  vessel.  These  men  from  the  Donegal  would  not  permit  any  of  the  officers  or 
men  to  leave  the  vesseL  That  night  Captain  Whitehead,  of  Liverpool,  sent  off  to  the 
ship  two  barrels  of  ale,  one  of  porter,  a  lot  of  fresh  beef,  fresh  mutton,  a  lar^  supply  of 
vegetables,  eggs,  and  cheese,  enough  for  all  hands,  and  two  or  three  tubs  of  outter,  wi^i 
plenty  of  fresh  bread.  This  was  received  on  the  vessel,  and  all  hands  partook  of  it.  The 
next  night  Jones  &  Co.  (or  Jones,  Highat  &Qo.)  sent  us  off  a  boatload  of  provisions, 
&C. ;  but  the  custom-house  officers  would  not  permit  it  to  come  on  board.  Captain  Paynter 
visited  the  ship  frequently.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  we  were  released  he  came,  and 
as  he  was  going  he  said,  **Men,  you  need  not  be  impatient;  yon  will  soon  be  released; 
probably  tms  evening.  1  am  doin^  all  in  my  power  to  obtain  it  for  you.  As  soon  as  the 
formalities  are  got  through  with,  ana  I  receive  the  proper  instructions,  I  will  do  it.**  Thai 
evening,  the  8th  of  November,  he  came  on  boara  in  a  tug-boat.  As  he  came  on  board 
he  said,  **I  have  come  to  release  you,  my  men.'*  He  was  cheered  by  the  men.  He  went 
immediately  aft.  The  men  were  all  mustered.  While  we  were  mustering  and  making 
preparations  to  go  aft,  Captain  Waddell  sent  some  of  the  marines  among  the  men  to  teU 
them  they  were  all  to  be  southerners  when  their  names  were  called.  I  was  mvself  told  this 
by  a  marine  by  the  name  of  John  Ivors,  who  told  me  that  the  captain  had  sent  him  to 
tell  all  the  crew.  On  beinji^  mustered  aft  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Paynter  and  Lieutenant 
Whittle,  in  consequence  ot  this  information,  we  all  stated  that  we  were  southerners  when 
our  names  were  called  ont.  The  mode  was  this:  We  were  all  mustered  one  side  of  tho 
vesseL  Lieutenant  Whittle  called  our  names  and  number,  and  as  each  man  was  called 
he  passed  in  front  of  Captain  Paynter,  who  addressed  to  each,  *' What  countryman  are 
you  ?**  All  the  Englishmen,  Scotch,  or  Insh  answered  that  they  were  southerners.  The 
other  foreigners  answered  according  to  their  nation.  As  soon  as  this  was  done  we  were 
told  to  get  into  the  steamer  as  quick  as  possible,  which  we  did,  and  were  then  landed  at 
LiverpooL  No  parole  was  askra  or  taken  from  any  of  us.  We  were  told  we  were  at 
liberty.  Mr.  Lynch,  the  carpenter,  married  an  English  woman  some  time  before  onr  cruise 
commenced,  and  was  living  before,  and  is  now  living,  in  LiverpooL  On  Thursday  or  Friday 
after  we  were  landed,  James  Baines,  a  merchant  of  Liverpool,  sent  for  all  the  omcers  of  the 
Shenandoah  to  come  to  his  office. 

The  annexed  list  contains  the  names  of  all  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  men  of  the 
Shenandoah  after  we  left  Melbourne  up  to  the  time  we  arrived  in  LiverpooL    There  were 
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some  men  who  left  the  ship  at  Melhoorne,  whose  names  I  do  not  know.  With  two  or  three 
exceptions,  the  men  and  officers  in  the  list  are  those  that  were  landed  at  Liverpool.  The 
list  gives  the  nationalitY  of  each  person,  when  he  enlisted,  and  when  he  left  the  vessel. 

WILLIAM  A.  TEMPLE. 

Sworn  and  sobscribed  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  December,  1865,  at  Liverpool*  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  England. 

Before  me —  

JAS.  THOBNELT,  Notary  Public,  Liverpool 


List  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Shenandoah,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  affidavit, 

OFFICERS. 

James  J.  Waddell,  commander;  an  American;  came  oat  in  the  steamer  Laorel  from  Liv- 
erpool. 

William  0.  Whittle,  first  lieutenant;  an  American;  joined  the  Sea  King  at  London. 

John  GrimbaH,  second  lientenant ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 
erpool. 

Sydney  Smith  Lee,  third  lieutenant;  an  American;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  fh>m 
Liverpool. 

Frederick  Chen,  fourth  lieutenant;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 
erpooL 

*   I)abney  N.  Scales,  fifth  lieuten^t ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 
erpool. 

Charles  Edward  Lining,  first  surgeon;  an  American;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from 
Liverpool. 

Frederick  McUlty,  second  surgeon ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 
eorpool. 

Matthew  O^Briefi,  first  or  chief  engineer;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from 
Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Alabama. 

Charles  Codd,  first  assistant  engineer;  an  American;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool;  was  in  the  Rappahaimodc. 

John  Hutchinson,  second  assistant  engineer;  a  Scotchman;  came  out  in  and  joined  from 
the  Sea  King. 

Francis  McGuffney,  third  assistant  engineer ;  an  Irishman;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Sumter  and  Alabama  nnder  the  name  of  Curren. 

Irvine  S.  Bullock,  sailing  master;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool;  was  in  the 
Alabama.    Is  brother  to  J.  D.  Bullock.  ^ 

John  Blackar,  an  Irishmaii;  captain  in  the  English  merchant  service;  joined  at  Mel- 
l>oume  as  captain's  clerk. 

Orris  A.  Browne,  a  passed  midshipman;  an  American;  came  out  ki  the  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liveipool. 

John  J.  Mason,  a  passed  midshipman ;  aa  American ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  firom 
Liverpool. 

Cornelias  Hunt,  master's  mate ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 


erpool ;  was  on  the  Georgia  and  Rappahannock. 
F.  O.  J 


.Minor,  master's  mate;  an  Ainerican;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liver- 
pool ;  was  in  the  Alabama  and  Sumter. 

Lodge  Colton,  master's  mate ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liver- 
pool ;  was  in  the  Rappahaimock. 

H.  Manning,  master's  mate ;  an  American;  jokied  us  from  the  bark  Abigail ;  was  second 
mate  on  her. 

W.  B.  Smith,  purser;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was 
captain's  clerk  on  Alabama. 

George  Howard,  boatswain;  an  Englishman ;  belongs  to  the  royal  navy  of  England,  or 
bad  served  in  it ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  has  been  in  the  Alabama. 

Peter  Guy,  gunner;  an  Englishman;  has  been  in  the  royal  navy  of  England;  came  out 
in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  LiverpooL 

John  Lynch,  carpenter ;  an  American,  from  New  Tork,  but  married  to  an  English  w<mian 
residing  in  Liverpool ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  LiverpooL 

John  O'Shey,  carpenter,  but  resigned  at  Melbourne;  came  out  in  Laurel  from  Liverpool ; 
was  an  Irishman  by  birth. 

A.  Alcott,  sail*  maker ;  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  waa 
on  the  Alabama. 
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PETTY  OFFICERS. 

Hic^iael  Morao,  an  IrUhman;  first  captain  of  forecastle ;  came  oat  in  the  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool. 

William  Warrra,  an  Englishman;  second  captain  of  foieoasUe;  came  ont  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  LiyerpooL 

Lonis  Rowe,  a  Frenchman ;  captain  of  main-top ;  joined  ns  from  bark  Alina. 

Bobbert  Dunning,  an  Eu^lishman ;  captain  of  fore-top ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Thomas  Strong,  an  American ;  captain  of  mizzen-tpp ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Charles  Cobbej,  an  Englishman ;  gunner's  mate ;  iomed  ns  at  Melbourne. 

James  Bronnan,  an  Englishman ;  chief  boatswain's  mate ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laniel 
from  Liyerpool ;  was  on  tne  Alabama. 

Thomas  HaU,  an  Englishman ;  quartermaster ;  came  ont  in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liver- 
pooL 

John  James,  an  Englishman ;  carpenter's  mate ;  ioined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Spring,  an  Englishman ;  captain  of  the  hold ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Crawford,  an  Englishman ;  gunner's  mate ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from 
Liyerpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 

Lewis  Wiggins,  a  Sussian ;  signal  quartermaster ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from 
LiyerpooL 

Ernest  W.  Burt,  an  Englishman ;  doctor's  steward ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  A.  Exshaw,  an  Irishman;  purser's  steward ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Peter  Kamond,  a  Frenchman;  captain  of  fore-top ;  joined  us  from  bark  Alina. 

William  West,  an  Englishman;  captain  of  main-top;  belongs  to  rojal  naval  reserve; 
joined  us  from  bark  D.  Godfrej. 

John  Griffiths,  an  Englishman ;  captain  mizzen-top ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from 
Liyerpool. 

Henry  Fox,  or  Henry  Tates,  an  Englishman;  gunner's  mate;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 

John  Davy,  an  Englishman;  boatswain's  mate;  joined  us  from  bark  D.  Godfrey. 

John  W.  Jones,  a  Welshman ;  quartermaster ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liv- 
eipooL 

Jacob  Hanson,  a  Dane ;  quartermaster  ;^  joined  us  from  the  bark  L.  M.  Stacy. 

Francis  Tuft,  an  Englishman ;  coo^ ;  joined  us  from  the  Edward. 

FranWin  Gloon,  (his  right  name  is  — ^— ,)  sail-maker's  mate;  an  American; 

joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Charles  McLaren,  a  Scotchman ;  master-at-arms ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  Marlow,  an  Englishman;  wardroom  cook;  came  out  in  the  Laurel  from  Liver- 
pool. 

Charles  Hopkins,  a  negro,  Baltimore ;  wardroom  cook ;  joined  us  from  schooner  L.  M. 
Stacy 

William  Smith,  an  Englishman;  ship's  cook ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Williams,  a  negro ;  ship's  cook ;  joined  us  from  bark  D.  Gtodfrey ;  lefr  us  at  Mel- 
bonme. 

William  Bruce,  a  Malay ;  wardroom  steward ;  joined  ns  from  bark  Alina ;  left  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

David  Alexander,  a  Scotchman ;  corporal  of  marines ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Park,  an  American ;  corporal  of  marines ;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 

William  Fenner,  an  English  boy;  captain's  steward;  came  out  in  the  Laurel  from  Liyer- 
pooL 

H.  C.  Canning,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne ;  died  October  29, 1865. 

SEAMEN. 

John  Collins,  an  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Thomas  Foran,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne.  * 

Lawrence  Kerney,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  McDonal,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Ramsdale,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Kilgower,  a  Scot<3iman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Thomas  Swanton,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  Welch,  an  American ;  joined  us  from  bark  Pearl. 

John  Morris,  a  Portuguese;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 

George  Adeias,  a  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  snip  Hector. 

Walter  Way,  an  Englisnman ;  joined  us  from  the  Susan. 

John  Hawthorn,  an  Irishman ;  joined  ns  from  ship  General  'V^liiams. 

Alfred  Seaman,  a  Prussian ;  joined  us  from  ship  S.  Abigail. 

Charles  Graft,  a  German ;  joined  us  from  ship  S.  Abigail.  ^-^  , 
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Antonio  Delombas,  a  Portaffnese ;  joined  ns  from  tliip  Ileetor. 

John  Blacking^,  a  Dane;  joined  ns  from  baiiL  D.  Qocmrej. 

John  Moss,  an  Irisliman ;  joined  as  at  Melbourne. 

William  Simpson,  an  EngliBhman ;  came  out  in  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the 
Alabama. 

Joachim  Boderichs,  a  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 

George  Flood,  an  American ;  joined  from  bark  D.  Gk>dfrej. 

James  Fegan,  an  Irishman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Saqiuel  Crooks,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Simmes,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Hill,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Hutchinson,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Thomas  Evans,  a  Welshman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Charles  H.  Morton,  an  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

G^rge  H.  Gifford,  an  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Kelly,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  from  brigantine  Susan  AbigaiL 

John  Dowden,  an  American ;  was  mate  on  the  Abigail,  and  joined  us  as  seaman. 

Julius  Colar,  an  American ;  joined  us  from  the  ship  General  Williams. 

Alexander  Pattison,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  from  the  Susan  Abigail. 

John  Hilcox,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  from  the  (General  Williams. 

Henrj  Canning,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Joseph  ISteveson,  a  negro ;  joined  us  from  the  Pearl. 

John  Yanarery,  a  Canadian ;  joined  us  from  the  Gypsev. 

Michael  Rose,  called  Seed ;  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  the  Laui^l  from  Liverpool ;  was 
in  the  Alabama. 

William  Bill,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail ;  died  26th  October,  186S. 

Henry  Givens.  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  AbigaiL 

John  Mahoe,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  U9  from  Abigail. 

Joseph  Long,  frtym  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

James  Cali&nia,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

James  French,  frtnn  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigau. 

John  Sailer,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

William  BroMrn,  frt)m  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

Joseph  Kanaca,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  frx»m  Abigail. 

John  Boy,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

Edward  Wicks,  a  negro ;  joined  us  from  the  Waverley. 

W.  J.  Jones,  an  Englishman;  came  out  in  Sea  King. 

James  Ross,  a  Canadian ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Williams,  an  English  boy ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  Oar,  an  English  boy ;  came  out  in  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Robert  Resell,  a  Snanlsh  boy :  joined  us  from  the  Hector. 

Duke  Simmons,  a  Malay ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne.  *■ 

FIREBfEN. 

John  Martin,  an  Englishman ;  engine  storekeeper;  came  out  in  the  Sea  King 

David  Marshall,  an  Englishnuur ;  nrst^ass  fireman ;  came  out  in  the  Laurel. 

Thomas  McLean,  a  Scotchman ;  first-class  fireman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Brice,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Green,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Rawlinson,  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

William  Clark,  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  the  Sea  King  from  London. 

William  Burgess,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Joseph  Mullineux,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Henry  Sutherland,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  Carr,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  from  the  ship  J.  C.  Nye. 

James  Stranth,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

MARINES. 

Henry  Reiley,  a  Canadian ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Kenyon,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Robert  Brown,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Murray,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abigail. 

Emanuel  Silver,  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abig^ 

William  Burnet,  a  Prussian ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abigail.    - 

Thomas  Barry,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  from  the  brigantine  Susan  Abigail. 

Thomas  Floyd,  an  Irisnmao ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite.  ^  t 
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John  Ivors,  an  Irishman ;  joined  ns  from  bark  Favorite. 
Thomas  Poulson,  an  Englishmtui ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 
James  Olury,  an  Englishman ;  joined  ns  from  bark  Favorite. 
John  Grimes,  an  Irishman ;  joined  ns  firom  bark  Favorite. 

WILLIAM  A.  TEMPLE. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

Notary  PublUj  Liverpool. 


Affidavit  of  Margaret  Marshall, 

I,  Margaret  Marshall,  of  No.  29.?6enseidi  street,  Liverpool,  say  I  am  the  wife  of  David 
Marshall.  Mj  husband  was  one  of  the  firemen  on  the  steamer  Shenandoah,  late  in  command 
of  Captain  Waddell.  He  went  ont  from  Liverpool  in  the  Laarel  and  joined  the  Shenandoah 
at  die  island  of  Deserta,  near  Madeira,  and  remained  on  her  daring  the  whole  cmise,  and 
left  her  onlv  after  her  arrival  at  Liverpool  last  month.  His  wages  were  £7  per  month. 
Thej  gave  him  a  half-paj  note  for  me ;  it  was  sent  to  me  bj  my  husband  from  Madeira.  It 
was  for  £3  10s.  per  month,  made  payable  to  me.  It  was  payable  at  the  office  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  No.  10  Rumford  place.  It  was*  paid  regularly  every  month 
while  he  was  gone,  up  to  the  18th  da^  of  October  last,  on  which  day  the  last  payment  was 
made  to  me — ^I  mean  October  18, 1865.  Mr.  Robinson  was  the  cashier  in  the  office  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  made  some  payments  to  me.  The  payments  were  made  to  me  in  per- 
son.   They  took  my  half  pay  note  from  me  at  the  office  and  now  have  it. 

MARGARET  MARSHALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  1865. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

Notary  PMiCf  LiverpooL 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mk,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  December  30, 18C5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  enclos- 
ing further  papers  respecting  the  case  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  to  state  to  you  that  they  shall 
receive  due  attention. 
I  am,  &c, 

CLARENDON. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc,^  Sfc. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Ad^hns. 

No.  1647.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  January  6,  1866. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I  transmit  for  your  infor- 
mation, and  for  such  use  as  you  may  deem  proper,  copies  of  the  monthly  state- 
ment of  the  puhlic  debt  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER.  Acting  Secretary. 
Oharles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  8fc.,  fy^. 

(Same,  mutatis  mutandis^  to  all  U.  S.  ministers.) 
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Statement  of  the  puMic  iebt  of  ike  Vmted  8tate$  om  the  let  of  Janmary,  1866. 


Character  of  brae. 


When  redeemable  or  payable. 


Amoimt 


Total 


DEBT  BSARINO  COIN  IMTEBZST. 


6  per  cent  bonds 

5  per  cent  bonds 

5  per  cent  bonds 

0  per  cent  bonds 

6  per  cent  5-20  bonds 

6  per  cent  5-SO  bonds 

6  per  cent  5-20  bonds 

5  per  cent  10*40  bonds 

6  per  cent  bonds,  Oregon  war . 


December  31, 1867,  and  July  1, 1868 

January  1, 1874 

Janoanr  1, 1871 

December  3L 1880,  and  June  30, 1881. 

May  1, 1867,  or  May  1, 1882 

Nov.  1, 1869,  or  Nov.  1, 1884 

Nov.  1. 1870,  or  Nov.  1, 1885 

Blareh  1, 1874,  or  March  1, 1904  .. 
July  1.1881 


$18,323,591  80 
20.000,000  00 
7,0SS;000  00 
282.645.800  00 
514,780,500  00 
100.000.000  00 
5a590.300  00 
172,770,100  00 
1,016,000  00 


DKBT  BUlBINO  CUBRIKCT  UHJmiSl'. 


$1,167,148,291  80 


6  per  cent  bonds,  U.  P.  S.  S.  Co 

6  per  cent  bonds,  C.  P.  R.  R.  Co 

4, 5.  and  6  per  cent  temporary  loan  . 

Oertiflcates  of  Indebtedness 

land  2  year  5  per  cent  notes 

3  year  compound-interest  notes 

3  year  7-30  treasury  notes 


November  1. 1895 

January  16, 1895 

Ten  days*  notice  after  thirty  days . 

One  year  from  date 

One  and  two  vears  firom  date 

Three  years  from  date 

Three  years  frtnn  date 


640.000  00 
2,362,000  00 
97,257,194  50 
60.667,000  00 
8.536.900  00 
180,012,141  00 
830,000,000  00 


MATURKD  DBBT  NOT  PRK8ENTBD  FOR 
PAYMENT. 


Texas  Indemnity  bonds  . .. 
3  year  7*30  treasury  notes . 

Bonds 

Treasury  notes 

Tenaporary  loan.  (coin).... 


726,000  00 
240,000  00 
81,268  68 
1,200  00 
118,411  64 


DXBT  BKABINO  NO  INTIBSnr. 


U.  8.  notes . 
Fractional  currenc 
Gold  eertificates 


ugr 

ox  deposit. 


496,931,389  75 
26,000,420  62 
7.288,140  00 


1,179,475.235  50 


1,166,880  39. 


459,519^950  37 


Total  debt 

Amount  in  treasury,  coin 

Amount  in  treasury,  currency . 


45,735,550  69 
44,993,271  11 


2,807,310.357  99 


90.728,891  80 


Amount  of  debt,  less  cash  in  treasury. , 


2,716,581,536  19 


Tbe  foregoing  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  pnbUo  debt,  as  spears  ftt>m  Uie  l>ooks  and  Treasurer's  retnmi 
in  the  department,  on  the  Ut  January,  1866. 

HUaH  MCCULLOCH, 
,  Secr§tarif  qfihe  TnatMrjf. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1131.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  reception  of  despatch  from  the  department 
numbered  1635,  dated  23d  December  of  last  year. 

There  is  little  or  nothing  deserving  of  notice  in  the  events  of  the  last  week. 

Some  little  excitement  has  been  occasioned  in  commercial  circles  hj  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  leader  in  the  Times  attributing  the  singular  fluctuations  in  the 
financial  cpndition  of  this  country  to  the  sudden  expansion  of  the  export  trade 
to  the  United  States,  which  was  assumed  to  be  all  of  it  based  on  long  credits 
rather  than  on  any  exchange  of  positive  values.  This  new  demonstration  might 
have  been  less  noticed  had  it  not  been  marked  by  a  revival  of  the  malignant 
spirit  which  animated  the  direction  of  that  paper  throughout  the  war.  The 
value  of  all  discussions  upon  abstract  questions  of  currency  and  exchange,  de- 
pends so  much  upon  the  entire  absence  of  feeling  or  imagination,  that  it  is  a 
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eaiise  of  gusprise  to  find*  ike  tmljeot  rorelj  tr^eated  in  that  paper  in  conneetiom 
with  the  United  States  without  the  manuefltation  of  ill  temper  enough  to  de-. 
Btroy  the  force  of  ita  argumenti.  Had  the  statementa  made  of  the  &uctB  bsen  trne» 
to  the  extent  alleged,  it  is  not  impossible  that  a  panic  mi^ht  have  ensuedi  well 
adapted  to  aggravate  the  difficoldes  in  the  money  market  nere  instead  of  allevi- 
ating them.  As  it  is,  the  effect  was,  for  the  moment,  to  depress  the  price  of  the 
American  securities,  until  buyers  made  their  appearance  on  orders  from  Ger- 
many. And  further,  it  has  led  to  remonstrance  and  correction  from  so  many 
influential  quarters,  that  to-day  the  Times  has  been  compelled  to  relieve  itself 
by  trying  to  shift  its  position.  It  is  now  the  probable  adoption  of  a  prohibitory 
tariff  in  the  United  States  which  is  going,  in  spite  of  themselves,  to  save  English 
traders  from  madly  rushing  to  their  own  ruin.  The  likelihood  of  such  a  policy, 
in  the  face  of  the  absolute  nec^sities  of  the  treasury  to  command  a  supply  of 
gold  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  m^ht  seem  to  be  worth 
considering  before  assuming  this  new  position.  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend 
how  a  newspaper,  no  matter  how  strongly  intrenched  within  the  prejudices  of 
a  community,  can  venture  to  hazard  such  reckless  representations  on  questions 
of  material  importance  to  large  domestic  interests,  without  materially  undermining 
its  authority.  This  has  been  a  problem  for  constant  study  with  me,  during  my 
term  of  residence  here,  without  as  yet  an  arrival  at  any  satisfactory  solution. 
For  the  rest,  I  am  not  sure  that  this  policy,  so  far  as  it  will  check  the  extension 
of  credits  to  America,  may  not  be  really  most  beneficial  to  it.  For  it  will  di- 
minish the  tendency  to  an  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange,  and  thus  prevent  the 
interposition  of  another  block  in  the  way  to  the  great  and  most  desirable  of  aU 
objects — a  resumption  of  a  stable  basis  for  the  domestic  currency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H«  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wdshington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1132.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  Statss, 

LondoHf  January  18,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  th.e  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1626  to  1644  inclusive,  together  with  four  printed  copies  of  a  pa- 
per announcing  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  abolishing 
slavery  throu^out  the  Union. 

Matters  remain  very  quiet  here.  As  the  time  approaches  for  the  opening  of 
the  new  Parliament,  I  find  that  doubts  increase  as  to  the  ability  of  the  ministry 
to  sustain  itself  upon  the  reform  bilL  The  selection  of  Mr.  Goschen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  cabinet,  though  admitted  to  be  in  itself  unexceptionable,  produces 
more  or  less  uneasiness  among  rival  aspirants  in  the  less  advanced  ranks  of 
the  party.  What  is  most  feai^  is,  that  sort  of  half-heartedness,  which  really 
betrays  the  cause  it  professes  to  befriend.  The  apparent  state  of  indifference 
among  the  constituencies  is  not  ill  calculated  to  encourage  this  tendency  among 
members  whose  real  feeling  is  adverse  to  any  movement  at  all. 

I  learn  from  several  sources  that  the  uneasitiess  and  discontent  in  Ireland  are 
not  thought  to  have  been  diminished  by  the  conviction  and  sentence  of  the  offend- 
ers who  have  been  brought  to  trial.  The  Fenian  organization  is  affirmed  to  be 
spreading  in  every  direction,  carrying  with  it  many  of  the  more  intelligent  class 
of  the  tenantry,  and  even  compelling  the  acquiescence  of  some  of  the  priests. 
Thus  far  the  Orange  party,  tnough  much  alarmed,  has  committed  itself  to  no 
overt  eSoet  at  counteraction,  so  that  things  wear  an  appearance  of  calm  which 
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is  not  warranted  hy  the  reality.  It  ig  notnnlikelj  thai  some  effort  will  be  made 
in  Parliament  to  r^orm  the  ecelesiastical  condition  of  die  island,  in  which  case 
the  pasBionB  now  latent  maj  seek  a  vent  in  some  form  likdy  to  augment  the 
embanassments  of  the  ruling  party. 

On  the  whole,  the  chances  seem  to  be  of  a  good  deal  of  public  agitation  to 
follow  the  last  few  years  of  remarkable  repose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,' 

0HABLE8  FRANOIS  ADAMS.* 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  ofStaU,  WoihingUm,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1662.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washiiigtoni  Janmary  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber last  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  She- 
nandoah. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Ac^  Secretary. 
Ohaelbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^f  4^. 


Navy  Departmbkt, 

WaMngton,  December  30,  1865. 
8m:  I  bave  the  honor  to  Tetnm  herewith  the  despatch  of  the  14th  mstaxit  from  Mr. 
Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,  which  aocompanied  joxur  lettM-  of  yesterday's 
date.  » 

The  department  has  not  the  officers  or  men  to  spare  for  the  pnrpose  of  sending  after  and 
brinnng  to  a  port  of  the  United  States  the  Shenandoah. 

Wneneyer  that  vessel  reaches  a  port  of  the  United  States  through  other  means,  this  depart- 
ment will,'  if  requested,  be  happy  to  take  charge  of  her. 
Very  respectfnllj,  Ac,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hoo.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU^  8fc.,  8(e.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  1137.J  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

London^  January  25,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  written  circular  received  from 
Lord  Clarendon,  dated  the  20th  instant,  requesting  that  information  may  be 
given  to  the  British  government  in  cases  therein  described. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washimgtofh  D.  C.  * 
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[Circular.] 

FoRBiGM  Office,  JmuMff  SO,  IdOS. 

8iR :  As  it  would  be  a  yery  great  conrenieuce  to  her  Blajesty's  ^vemment  to  bare  an 
aasuraiice  that  veeaels  eviaentlj  calculated  for  warlike  purposes  and  alleged  to  be  build- 
ing in  the  private  ship-building  yards  of  this  country,  on  account  of  foreign  govem- 
ments,  are  really  intended  for  the  service  of  such  governments,  whereby  all  questions  and 
suspicions  in  regard  to  their  possible  destination  would  be  obviated,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
quest that  vou  will  have  the  goodness  to  obtain  from  your  government  authority  to  make 
known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  as  occasion  may  exist,  the  mere  fact  that  any  such 
vessels  are  constructing  or  are  ordered  to  be  constructed  in  this  country,  on  its  account. 

Tou  may  safely  give  an  assurance  to  your  government,  that  the  object  in  seeking  this  in- 
formation is  not  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  any  inquiry  or  of  exercising  any  influence  ctr 
control  in  regard  to  the  orders  which  it  may  give  for  building  ships  of  war  in  this  countrj^f 
but  solely  that  her  Majesty's  government  mav  know  that  any  such  ships  which  may  be  in 
course  of  construction  are  really  destined  for  the  service  of  a  foreign  power  not  at  war  with 
any  other  foreign  power  friendly  to  her  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLABENDON. 
t^^  Charles  Frahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fe»,  ^c,  8fe, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  24, 1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  circular  of  the  20th 
instant,  requesting  me  to  obtain  authority  from  my  government  to  make  known  to  her 
Majesty's  government  any  case  in  which  a  vessel  or  vessels  calculated  for  warlike  purposes 
may  be  building  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  private  ship-building  yards  of 
this  country. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  lordship's  desire,  by  at  once  transmit- 
ting to  my  government,  for  its  consideration,  a  copy  of  vour  note. 

.  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I 
have  tfa^  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

4  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Sfc,  Sfc,,  8fe. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1138.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondanf  January  26,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  despatch  No.  1129,  of  the  5th  instant,  reporting 
to  you  mj  note  to  Lord  Clarendon  relative  to  the  deposition  of  Temple,  I  have 
now  to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  commentary  on  that  deposition,  dated 
the  19th  instant,  and  also  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WcLihington,  D,  C, 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  London,  January  19, 1866. 
Sm :  Her  Majesty's  government  having  had  under  their  consideration  in  opnmiimicatioa 
with  the  proper  Taw  advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  the  2dth  nltimo  and  its  enclosures, 
respecting  the  case  of  the  Shenandodii,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  jou  that  these  papem 
contain  the  first  evidence  which  has  been  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  government,  bearing 
ou  the  alleged  piracy  of  Caption  Waddell,  and  on  the  alleged  breach  of  the  foreign  enlist. 
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ment  act  on  the  part  of  persons^onning  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  when  she  arrived 
at  Liverpool. 

With  respect  to  the  charge  of  piracj,  Temple,  who  shipped  onboard  the  Sea  King,  accord- 
ing to  his  affidavit,  as  an  ordinary  seaman  in  the  port  of  London,  in  October,  1864,  certainly 
states  that  on  some  day  of  Jane  last.  Captain  Waadell  was  told  by  the  captain  and  crew  of  a 
vessel  which  he  had  captured,  that  General  Lee  had  surrendered,  and  that  the  war  was  over. 
It  does  not  appear  that  this  statement  of  the  captain  and  crew,  if  actually  heard  by  Temple, 
was  at  the  time  confirmed  by  anything  written  or  printed,  such  as  newspapers,  letters,  &c., 
and  the  truth  of  Temple's  statement  may  be  g^atly  doubted  from  the  entire  silence  of  the 
master  of  the  William  C.  Nye,  it  is  to  be  observed,  as  appears  firom  the  protest  of  which  a 
copy  was  forwarded  by  you  to  Lord  Russel,  on  the  2l8t  or  October  last,  was  captured  on  the 
26th  of  June.  Captain  Waddell  continued  to  make  prizes  afler  this ;  but  after  the  receipt  of 
the  next  information,  the  date  of  which  is  not  given,  further  than  that  it  was  before  the 
6th  of  July,  Temple  does  not  assert  that  any  further  prizes  were  made.  The  next  date  which 
he  g^ves  is  the  2a  of  August,  when  Captain  Waddell  made  ftirther  inquiries  of  the  Barra- 
oouta,  an  English  vessel,  and  upon  receiving  from  her  confirmation  of  the  intelligence, 
determined  to  sail  to  England. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  advised  that  upon  this  evidence  there  would  not  be  such  a 
leasonable  probability  of  obtaining  a  conviction  on  the  charge  of  piracy  as  to  warrant  a 
prosecution.  Temple's  statement  as  to  the  first  communication  of  the  cessation  of  the  war 
to  Captain  Waddell  would  probably  be  contradicted  by  witnesses  on  Captain  Waddell's  be- 
half; but  even  if  it  were  uncontradicted,  the  jury  might  well  doubt  whether  Captain  Waddell 
really  believed  the  information,  or  what  he  may  reasonably  have  regarded  as  highly  improb- 
able, until  it  was  subsequently  confirmed,  and  if  he  did  not  believe  it,  the  g^lty  knowledge 
necessary  to  his  conviction  would  not  be  established. 

With  respect  to  the  nationality  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  her  Majesty's 
government  think  that  the  statements  of  Temple,  although  he  does  not  show  what  means  he 
has  of  knowing  that  any^  of  the  persons  described  as  British  subjects  in  his  list  are  natural- 
bom  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  are  such  as  to  make  further  inquiries  necessary.  Endeavors 
wiU,  therefore,  be  made  to  ascertain  the  present  residence  or  whereabouts  of  those  whom  he 
describes  to  be  British  subjects,  and  to  ascertain  what  further  proof  can  be  obtained  on  this 
subject.  Mrs.  Marshall  cannot  give  evidence  against  her  husband,  but  other  evidence  against 
him  may  possibly  be  obtained. 

Prosecutions  under  the  second  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  will  be  instituted  against 
any  British  subject,  as  to  whom  Temple's  evidence  can  be  confirmed  by  trustworthy  testi- 
mony. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  refers  to  two  eighteen-pounder  guns  being 
mounted  on  the  deck  of  the  Shenandoah  when  she  left  England,  her  Majesty's  government 
have  to  observe,  that  if  this  were  true,  it  would  be  immaterial,  inasmuch  as  vou  do  not 
assert  that  either  you  or  her  Mi^estv's  government  had  information  of  it.  And  further,  that 
the  total  silence  of  all  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  v$,  Corbett,  who  had  been  examined 
by  the  United  States  consul  on  the  subject  of  these  guns,  throws  some  doubt,  to  say  the 
leieist,  on  this  part  of  Temple's  storv.  Independently  of  which,  it  is  clear  that  the  general 
armament  and  equipment  of  the  Snenandoah,  with  the  necessary  munitions  of  war,  were 
provided  by  the  Laurel,  and  there  is  nothing  to  render  it  probable  that  without  such  equip- 
ments, and  in  the  state  in  which  she  left  this  country,  the  Snenandoah,  even  if  she  carried  tne 
two  guns  alleged,  was  in  the  condition  of  an  armed  vessel,  capable  of  committing  hostilities 
against  the  United  States. 

Among  other  statements  in  the  depositions  of  Temple,  which  appear  to  require  notice,  are 
aome  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  governor  and  officers  of  the  government  at  Melbourne,  in 
Victoria. 

Copies  of  your  letter  and  its  enclosures  have  accordingly  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office 
§at  inquiiy  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  at  Melbourne,  as  well  as  to  the  Homo  Office, 
with  a  view  to  prosecutions  being  Instituted  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  if  sufficient 
evidence  can  be  obtained  to  warrant  proceedings  being  taken  against  any  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vrith  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLAEENDON. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,  ^c,  ^r^. 


jifr.  Adanii  to  Earl  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  24,  1866. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  lordship's  note  of  the 
19th  instant  touching  the  evidence  furnished  m  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  December  to  certain 
&cts  connected  with  the  cruise  of  the  steamer  Shenandoah.  Whatever  may  be  the  weight 
attached  to  that  evidence  in  a  court  of  law,  I  have  no  reason  to  presume  that,  after  Uie  expe- 
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rienoe  of  precedini^  trials  under  the  enHttuieiit  act,  mj  goTenunent  wonld  desire  to  be  un- 
derstood as  furnishing  it  in  the  expectation  of  such  nse.  The  present  object  is,  if  possiblei 
to  establish  the  tmth,  so  far  as  it  may  be  obtained  from  the  best  soorces,  and  to  place  it  on 
record  in  a  permanent  form.  Fnlly  beUeving  that  this  may  prove  of  eminent  use  to  a  cooa- 
TO^ension  of  theipredse  nature  of  the  obligations  of  neutral  nations  hereafter,  I  shall  be 
nappj  to  receive,  mjself,  as  well  as  furnish  to  your  lordship,  any  further  elucidation  of  ihe 
actual  facts  attending  this  extraordinary  case  that  may  appear,  and  that  without  any  resard  to 
Uie  bearing  which  it  m^y  be  supposed  to  have  on  any  parUeular  view  of  the  questions  thougfaft 
to  be  inrolVed. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  ^bc,  &a,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Claeemdon,  ^,  ^.,  8fe. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

No.  1667.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

W(uhingt4m,  January  27,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  thellthinstantyNo.  1131,  relative  to  the  recent  articles  in 
the  Times  upon  the  subject  of  the  expansion  of  the  British  export  trade  to  this 
country,  has  been  received,  and  the  matter  is  conceived  to  be  of  such  importance 
that  I  have  submitted  your  interesting  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  order  that  he  may  become  acquainted  with  its  contents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

No.  1669.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Waehif^ton,  January  29,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  tKe  2dd  instant,  which 
I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  ref^rd  to  a  report  that 
a  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  just  embarked  to  Liverpool  with  a  view  to  the  disposal  of 
eighty  steam  vessels  belonging  to  the  late  insurgent  government,  which  vessels 
are  said  to  be  at  present  in  Uie  above-mentioned  port  I  will  thank  you  to 
communicate  with  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  upon  the  subject,  although  little 
credit  is  given  by  the  department  to  the  report  in  question. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Oharlbs  Francis  Adabkb,  Esq.,  4c.,  ^v.,  9fc. 

Treasury  Department, 

January  23,  1866. 
Dear  8m :  Enclosed  I  hand  y<m  a  copy  of  a  letter  jiut  reoelTed  from  WiUiam  James,  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  I  respectfdllT  suggest  that  the  sabstanoe 
thereof  be  communicated  either  to  Mr.  Adams  or  to  the  United  States  consul  at  LiverpooL 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.  Mcculloch,  8€er9tarjf. 
Hon.  WiLLLkM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  ef  8taU. 


U.  S.  Internal  Revenue  Collector's  Office,  First  District  of  Va., 

Richmond^  January  20,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  true,  that  a  Mr. 
Waterhouse  has  just  embarked  to  Liverpool,  England,  in  order  to  dispose  of  eighty  (80) 
steam  vessels  belonging  tfi  the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  which  vessels  are  said  to  be 
lying  in  that  port. 

Bdng  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  gire  this  information,  that  your  action  may  be  taken 
in  the  case, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
„      „        ^  WM.  JAMES,  ColUaor. 

Hon.  Hugh  McCulloch,  C^r^r^ 

Secretary  cf  cAe  TfiMafy  V.  S.  digitized  by  ^^(J(J^ 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1142.}  Legation  op  thb  TTnitbd  States, 

London,  February  1, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1649  to  1660,  inclosive. 

The  new  Parliament  assembles  this  daj.  Bat  as  some  time  is  commonly  ab- 
sorbed in  the  process  of  qualifying  the  members  and  perfecting  the  organization 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  formal  opening  by  the  Queen  inll  not  take  place 
until  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

The  doubts  respecting  the  continuance  of  the  present  ministry  increase  instead 
of  diminishing.  The  duration  of  the  Parliament  itself  is  also  much  questioned 
on  account  of  its  connection  with  the  project  of  a  reform  bOl ;  for,  whether 
the  ministry  succeed,  or  whether  they  fail  in  their  measure,  in  either  case  an 
appeal  to  the  country  for  a  new  organization  seems  to  be  equally  likely. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Ikbr,  Seward, 

No.  1145.]  Lbqation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  1,  1866. 
Sib  :  In  connection  with  my  despatch  No.  1138,  of  the  26th  of  January,  I 
now  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Clarendon's  note  of  the  29thy  in  acknowledgment 
of  mine  of  the  24tn  of  the  same  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Earl  Ctarendau  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  January  29,  1866. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  aekuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  iBBtant,  and  in 
reply  I  beg  to  state  that  her  Majesty's  ffovernment  will  gladly  co-operate  with  you  in  estab- 
lismng  the  troth,  not  only  as  regards  the  Shenandoah,  bat  in  whaterer  may  tend  to  render 
clear  and  practical  the  obligations  of  nentral  nations. 
I  have  the  honor  tone,  &«.,  dtc, 

CLAEENDON. 
Charles  FRAvas  Adams,  Esq.,  Sec,  Sfc.,  London, 


Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1680.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Xonr  despatch  of  the  18th  of  January,  No.  1133,  has  been  received. 
The  BUTvey  70a  have  made  of  the  political  situation  in  G-reat  Britain  is  very 
interesting.  Tour  account  of  agitation  in  Ireland  is  especially  so.  The  intelli- 
gence  heretofore  received  from  that  country  was  calculated  to  make  the  impres- 
aion  that  Ireland  was  remaining  tranquil,  and  even  unconcerned,  under  the  ex- 
citement of  the  politicians  who,  on  ooth  sides  of  the  ocean,  are  engaged  in 
contests  about  her  rights  and  remedies.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Reform  and  progress,  of  necessity,  always  are  and  must  be  subjects  of  political 
controversies  in  free  countries.  I  shall  look  with  deep  interest  to  the  result  of 
the  projected  measures  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  matured  by  Earl 
Russell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ghablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.f  ic. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1147.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  8,  1866. 

gig  .^cslcslc^c^c^c^c^c 

Parliament  was  formally  opened  by  the  Queen  in  person  on  the  6th  instant 
The  attendance  was  very  large,  and  the  popular  interest  in  the  proceedings  was 
marked  by  the  great  crowd  in  the  streets.  The  speech  was  read  by  the  lord 
chancellor.    A  copy  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  debates  in  the  two  houses  on  the  customary  motions  for  an  address 
were  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  subject  of  the  cattle  plague.  Hence  they 
furnish  no  clue  to  the  precise  strength  of  parties  in  those  bodies. 

There  has  been  another  modification  of  the  ministry,  caused  by  the  retirement 
of  Sir  Charles  Wood  from  the  head  of  the  India  board.  The  effect  has  been  to 
advance  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  to 
the  head  of  the  War  Office,  and  a  conpequent  place  in  the  cabinet.  The  sub- 
sequent shifting  of  subordinate  officers  has  had  the  effect  of  developing  two  new 
rules  of  action.  The  first  is  that  a  younger  class  of  men  are  selected  for  rapid 
advancement.  The  second,  that  the  selection  is  leaning  more  and  more  towards 
the  advanced  class  of  liberal  opinions,  rather  than  to  the  conservative  wing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wituhington,  D.  C, 


Hbt  Majestif*$  most  gracunu  speech  to  both  houses  of  ParHatnent,  on  Tuesday,  February  6, 1866. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  :  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  have  recourse  to  your 
assistance  and  advice. 

I  have  recently  declared  my  consent  to  a  marriage  between  my  dangliter,  Princess  Helena, 
and  Prince  Christian  of  Schleswig-Holstein  Soaderbourg-AugtTstenburg.  I  trust  this  union 
may  be  prosperoos  and  happy. 

The  death  of  my  beloved  uncle,  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  has  affected  me  with  profound 
grief.  I  feel  gpreat  confidence,  however,  that  the  wisdom  which  he  evinced  during  nis  reign 
will  animate  his  successor,  and  preserve  for  Belgium  her  independence  and  prosperity. 

My  relations  with  foreign  powers  are  friendly  and  satisfactory,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  fear 
any  disturbance  of  the  general  peace. 

The  meeting  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  England,  in  the  ports  of  the  respective  countries, 
has  tended  to  cement  the  amity  of  the  two  nations,  and  to  prove  to  the  world  their  friendly 
concert  in  the  promotion  of  peace. 

I  have  observed  with  satisfaction  that  the  United  States,  after  terminating  suooessfulhr  the 
severe  struggle  in  which  they  were  so  long  engaged,  are  wisely  repairing  the  ravages  of'^civil 
war.  The  abolition  of  slavery  is  an  event  calung  forth  the  cordial  sympathi^  and  congratu- 
lations of  this  country,  which  has  always  been  foremost  in  showing  its  abhorrence  of  an  in- 
stitution repugnant  to  every  feeling  of  justice  and  humanity. 

I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  exertions  and  perseverance 
of  my  naval  squadron  have  reduced  the  slave  trade  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  within  Tery 
narrow  limits. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  my  government  and  that  of  the' United  States 
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witb  respect  to  iujttries  inflicted  on  American  commerce  bj  cruisers  under  the  confederate 
fla^r.    Copies  of  this  correspondence  will  be  laid  before  you. 

The  renewal  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Brazil  has  g^veu  me  much  satisfaction.  And  I 
acknowledge  with  pleasure  that  the  good  offices  of  my  ally,  the  King  of  Portugal,  have  con- 
tributed essentially  to  this  happy  result. 

I  have  to  regret  the  interruption  of  peace  between  Spain  and  Chili.  The  good  offices  of 
my  government,  in  conjunc^on  with  tnose  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
have  been  accepted  by  Spain,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  causes  of  disagreement  may 
be  removed  in  a  manner  nonorablo  and  satisfactory  to  both  countries. 

The  negotiations  which  have  been  long  pending  in  Japan,  and  which  have  been  conducted 
with  great  ability  by  my  minister  in  that  country,  in  conjunction  with  the  representatives  of 
mv  allies  in  Japan,  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion  which  merits  my  entire  approbation. 
The  existing  treaties  have  been  ratified  by  the  Mikado ;  it  has  been  stipulated  that  the  tariff 
shall  be  revised  in  a  manner  favorable  to  commerce,  and  that  the  indemnity  due  under  the 
terms  of  the  convention  of  October,  1864,  shall  be  punctually  discharged. 

I  have  C4)ucluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  which  I  trust  will 
open  to  that  empire  the  blessings  of  extended  commerce,  and  be  productive  of  impoi'taut 
benefits  to  both  countries. 

The  deplorable  events  which  have  occurred  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  have  induced  me  to 
provide  at  once  for  an  impartial  inquiry,  and  for  the  due  maintenance  of  authority  during 
that  inquiry,  by  appointing  a  distinguished  military  officer  as^  governor  and  commander  of 
the  forces.  I  have  given  toe  assistance  of  two  able  and  learned  commissioners,  who  will  aid 
him  in  examining  into  the  origin,  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  recent  outbreak,  and  the 
measures  adopted  in  the  course  of  its  suppression.  The  legislature  of  Jamaica  has  proposed 
that  the  present  political  constitution  of  toe  island  should  l^  replaced  by  a  new  form  ot  gov- 
ernment.   A  bill  upon  this  subject  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

Papers  on  these  occurrences  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Papers  on  the  present  state  of  New  Zealand  will  be  laid  before  you. 

I  have  given  directions  for  the  return  to  this  country  of  the  greater  portion  of  my  regular 
forces  employed  in  that  colony. 

I  watch  with  interest  the  proceedings  which  are  still  in  progress  in  British  North  America, 
with  a  view  to  a  closer  union  among  the  provinces,  and  I  continue  to  attach  great  importance 
to  that  object. 

I  have  observed  with  gp>eat  concern  the  extensive  prevalence  during  the  last  few  months 
of  a  virulent  distemper  among  cattle  in  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret,  and  with 
sincere  sympathy  for  the  sufferers,  that  I  have  learned  the  severe  losses  which  it  has  caused 
in  many  counties  and  districts.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  Ireland  and  a  considerable 
part  of  Scotland  are  as  yet  free  from  this  calamity,  and  I  trust  that  by  the  precautions  sug- 
gested by  experience,  and  by  the  divine  blessing  on  the  means  which  are  now  being  em- 
ployed, it^  further  extension  may  be  arrested. 

1  he  orders  which  have  been  made  by -the  lords  of  my  privy  council,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  law,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  this  disease,  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you,  and  your  attention  will  be  called  to  the  expediency  of  an  amendment  of  the  law 
relating  to  a  subject  so  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  my  people. 

Gbntlghen  op  the  House  op  Commons  :  I  have  directed  that  the  estimates  of  the  en- 
suing year  shall  be  laid  before  you.  They  have  been  prepared  with  a  due  regard  to  economy, 
and  are  at  the  same  time  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  efficiency  in  the  public  service. 

The  condition  of  trade  is  satisfactory. 

My  Lomjos  ani»  Gentlemen  :  A  conspiracy,  adverse  alike  to  authori^,  property,  and 
religion,  and  disapproved  and  condemned  alike  by  all  who  are  interested  in  their  mainten- 
ance, without  distinction  of  creed  or  class,  has  unhappily  appeared  in  Ireland.  The  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  ordinary  tribunals  has  been  exerted  for  its  repression,  and  the  authority 
of  the  law  has  been  firmly  and  impartially  vindicated. 

A  bill  will  be  submitted  to  yon,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  royal  commission  on  the  subject 
of  capital  punishment,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Bills  will  be  laid  before  you  for  amending  and  consolidating  the  laws  relating  to  bank- 
ruptcy, and  for  other  improvements  in  the  law. 

Measures  will  also  be  submitted  to  yon  for  extending  the  system  of  public  audit  to* 
branches  of  receipt  and  expenditure  which  it  has  not  hitherto  reached,  and  for  amending  the 
provisions  of  the  law  with  respect  to  certain  classes  of  legal  pensions. 

Your  attention  will  be  called  to  the  subject  of  the  oaths  taken  by  members  of  Parliament, 
with  a  view  to  avoid  unnecessary  declarations,  and  to  remove  invidious  distinctions  between 
members  of  different  reli^ons  communities  in  matters  of  legislation. 

I  have  directed*  that  information  should  be  procured  in  reference  to  the  rights  of  voting  in 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs. 

When  that  information  is  complete,  the  attention  of  Parliament  will  be  calleid  to  the  result 
thus  obtained,  with  a  view  to  such  improvements  in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  rights  of 
voting  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  may  tend  to  strengthen  our 
free  institutions,  and  conduce  to  the  public  welfare. 

In  those  and  in  all  other  deliberations,  I  fervently  pray  that  the  blessing  of  Almighty  f?od 
may  guide  your  counsels  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  of  my  people. 

D  c  5 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1684]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  n5te*  of  the  9th  instant* 
which  I  addressed  to  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  relative  to  the  contents  of  a 
note,*  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed,  of  the  19th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Shenandoah,  from  Lord  Clarendon,  who  instructed  Sir  Frederick  to  com- 
municate it  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4«.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Confidential]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  confidential  letter  of  the  21st  of  December  arrived  here  at  a  time 
when  I  was  abroad  on  a  short  excursion  for  health  to  the  West  Indies.  Ac- 
cumulated correspondence  hsis  delayed  the  attention  which  I  should  have  been 
pleased  to  have  given  to  your  letters  at  an  earlier  day  since  my  return.  •  I  give 
to  this  paper,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  the  form  of  a  confi- 
dential reply,  upon  which  you  will  act  in  every  case  in  your  consideration. 
There  is  not  one  member  of  this  government,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  not  one 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  expects  that  this  country  will  waive,  in  any 
case,  the  demands  that  we  have  heretofore  made  upon  the  British  government 
for  the  redress  of  wrongs  committed  in  violation  of  international  law.  I  think 
that  the  country  would  be  equally  unanimous  in  declining  every  form  of 
negotiation  that  should  have  in  view  merely  prospective  regulations  of  national 
intercourse,  so  long  as  the  justice  of  our  existing  claims  for  indemnity  is  denied 
by  her  Majesty's  goverament,  and  these  claims  are  refused  to  be  made  subject 
of  friendly  but  impartial  examination. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4«.,  Sfc.t  ^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

^0. 1150.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  15,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  from  1663  to  1673,  inclusive. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  No.  1669,  of  the  29th  of 
January,  I  have  communicated  with  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  on 
the  subject  of  the  extraordinary  rumor  respecting  the  mission  of  Mr.  Water- 
house  to  sell  eighty  rebel  vessels  at  Liverpool.  Mr.  Dudley  agrees  with  me 
in  opinion  as  to  the  absurdity  of  it.  But  he  has  promised  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  such  a  gentleman,  and  his  objects,  whatever  they  may  be. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C,  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1151.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Fehrunry  15,  1866. 
Sir  :  On  a  closer  examination  of  the  contents  of  tbe  parliamentary  document 
containing  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  Shenandoah,  than  I  had  been 
able  to  give  at  the  moment  when  I  transmitted  copies  to  you  last  week,  I  find, 
to  my  surprise,  that  Lord  Clarendon,  immediately  after  my  conversation  with 
him  of  the  20th  of  December  last,  reported  by  me  to  you  partly  in  my  des- 
patch No.  1112,  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  and  partly  in  a  confidential 
letter,  sent  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  in  a  despatch  dated  the  21st  of  that  month, 
instructions  formally  to  submit  to  you  the  same  proposition  which  he  had  pre- 
sented to  me  in  that  conference,  and  which  I  had  then  suggested  to  him  not  to 
offer  in  that  way.  The  objection  to  this  course,  as  necessitating  you  at  the 
outset  to  bring  forward  the  obstacle  presented  in  the  impossibility  of  abandon- 
ing our  claims,  and  in  their  absolute  rejection  of  them,  was  so  obvious  that  I 
saw  no  method  of  reaching  any  useful  result  excepting  through  an  informal 
preliminary  tentative  process,  absolutely  committing  neither  party,  by  which 
some  notion  might  be  reached  of  the  precise  extent  to  which  each  was  willing 
publicly  to  go  in  order  to  reach  some  common  ground  of  negotiation.  From  a  few 
words  that  dropped  from  his  lordship  in  our  convereation,  I  rather  inferred  that 
he  had  in  his  mind  the  possibility  of  making  concessions  of  some  sort  from  the 
position  taken  by  Lord  Russell,  provided  they  should  not  appear  derogatory  to 
the  national  dignity.  This  was  the  only  thing  that  gave  me  the  smallest  hope 
of  making  something  out  of  his  overture.  But  that  hope  appears  to  be  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  course  now  resorted  to.  The  language  of  his  letter  to  Sir  F. 
Bruce  clearly  implies  that  recurrence  to  the  past  makes  no  part  of  his  plan. 
If  this  be  the  true  meaning,  then  the  British  government  will  have  done  nothing 
to  emerge  from  its  former  awkward  position,  of  soliciting  protection  for  itself  in 
certain  future  emergencies  against  the  hazard  of  a  retort  of  its  own  past  policy, 
without  conceding  that  it  had  failed  in  any  of  its  own  obligations  heretofore. 
We  are  expected  to  abandon  the  whole  ground  of  the  justice  of  our  complaints 
at  the  same  time  that  we  shut  ourselves  off  from  all  future  chance  of  profiting 
by  their  own  policy,  thus  conceded  to  have  been  permissible  under  the  existing 
state  of  international  law.  The  public  presentation  of  such  an  overture,  if 
attended  with  no  private  explanation,  would  seem,  therefore,  only  like  inviting 
a  formal  reply,  which  would  more  completely  than  ever  block  up  the  last  ave- 
.  nue  to  reconciliation. 

Of  course,  I  write  without  knowledge  of  any  instructions  that  may  have 
accompanied  this  letter  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce.  Hence,  there  may  be  some- 
thing unseen  by  me  to  soften  the  character  of  this  transaction.  But  from  my 
foint  of  view  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  reasons  for  it  excepting  in  one  way. 
t  may  be  that  the  cabinet  were  unwilling  to  meet  the  new  Parliament  without 
having  something  or  other  to  show  in  qualification  of  the  absolute  and  abrupt 
stopper  put  upon  the  whole  matter  by  Lord  Russell.  That  step  is  very  gener- 
ally felt  to  have  been  a  mistake.  It  may  be  that  this  is  the  mode  chosen  by 
which  to  appear  to  retract  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  throw  upon  us  an  abso- 
lute necessity  of  assuming  the  same  position.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe, 
after  their  experience  of  the  last  four  years,  they  could  imagine  us  not  in  earnest 
in  maintaining  the  stand  we  had  chosen  to  take,  and  not  likely  to  abandon  it 
from  the  force  of  opposition.  Hence  the  answer  to  a  proposition  publicly  made 
in  the  form  chosen  by  Lord  Clarendon  could  scarcely  have  been  expected  to 
be  other  than  an  equally  formal  negative.  Consequently,  the  end  sought  must 
have  been,  that  what  odium  might  attach  in  this  country  to  the  fact  of  shutting 
off  the  last  avenue  to  a  settlement  of  existing  difficulties  would  be/lifted  from 

them  to  us.  Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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The  idea  is  now  started  in  private  circles  here,  that,  after  all,  the  questions 
raised  in  the  late  controversy  are  not  susceptihle  of  arrangement  excepting 
through  a  general  conference  of  representatives  of  the  maritime  powers.  Hence, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  some  proposition  of  the  kind  may  be  started  from  other 
quarters,  but  in  the  interest  of  this  country,  as  the  only  remaining  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1687.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  25th  of  Janu- 
ary, No.  1137,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  written  circular,  addressed  to  you  by 
Lord  Clai-endon,  in  which  you  are  requested  to  obtain  authority  from  this  gov- 
ernment to  make  known  to  that  of  her  Majesty  any  case  in  which  a  vessel  or 
vessels  intended  for  warlike  purposes  may  be  building  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  private  ship-building  yards  of  Great  Britain.  In  reply 
thereto  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  her  Mgyesty's  government  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  upon  the  subject,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Aj)ams,  Esq.,  Sfc„  Spc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  February  15,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ftcknowledee  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  enclos- 
ing a  despatch  numbered  1137,  from  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,  accom> 
panied  by  a  copy  of  a  circular  from  Lord  Clarendon,  asking  to  be  informed  if  there  are  any 
vessels  cfJcalated  for  war  purposes  building  in  England  on  account  of  this  government. 

In  returning  Mr.  Adams*s  despatch  I  have  to  state  that  this  government  has  had  no  vessel 
building  within  the  British  dominions,  nor  contracted  for  any  to  be  built,  during  my  admin- 
istration of  the  Navy  Department,  conunencing  in  March,  1861. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  qf  the  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1690.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  20, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  4th  ultimo. 
The  information  which  it  contains  in  regard  to  Parliament  political  tendencies, 
and  the  tone  of  the  British  press  towards  the  United  States,  is  appreciated. 
Mr.  Hunter  caused  the  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
desired  by  you,  to  be  forwarded  during  my  recent  absenc^tized  byGoO^ 
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It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  &om  all  foreign  countries  we  are 
receiving  similar  indications  of  confidence  in  our  credit,  resources,  and  stability 
as  a  nation,  to  those  which  your  despatch  affords. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  8fc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1158.]  Lrgation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  22,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  event  of  the  week  has  been  the  application  of  ministers  to  Parlia- 
ment for  a  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  in  Ireland.  The  reason  given  for 
this  strong  measure  is  the  spread  of  the  Fenian  organization,  in  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  made  to  check  it  by  ordinary  legal  mean^.  The  explanations  were  made 
simultaneously  in  both  houses  on  Saturday,  an  unusual  day  for  transactions  of 
other  than  mere  formal  business,  and  the  necessary  measures  were  passed  with 
a  rapidity  believed  to  be  unexampled  even  in  the  worst  preceding  cases. 

The  object  of  this  haste  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  desire  to  pounce,  without 
a  moment's  warning,  upon  numbers  of  native  Irishmen  in  Dublin,  and  else- 
where, claiming  to  be  naturalized  American  citizens,  yet  conducting  themselves 
80  cautiously  as  to  furnish  no  ground  for  legal  proceedings  against  them ;  and  at 
the  same  time  involved  in  suspicion  of  privity  in  the  conspiracy  which  is 
believed  to  be  going  on,  gaining  force  every  day.  Hence  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  necessary  sanction  W£is  scarcely  passed  through  its  forms, 
before  hundreds  of  suspected  men  were  swept  into  prison,  without  a  reason 
assigned,  or  a  moment's  time  given  for  deliberation  or  tne  production  of  evidence 
to  show  their  freedom  from  any  criminal  intent. 

The  first  effect  of  this  proceeding  was  an  appeal  to  the  acting  consul  at  Dub- 
lin, Mr.  West,  from  a  number  not  only  of  those  actually  arrested,  but  also  of 
others  feeling  themselves  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  taken  with  equal  sudden- 
ness, for  protection,  as  being  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
West  immediately  sent  by  telegraph  to  me  a  request  for  advice  and  direction. 
I  replied  at  once  recommending  him  generally  to  pursue  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct marked  out  in  my  former  letters,  with  such  modifications  as  the  change  of 
circumstances  might  make  necessary.  This  has  been  followed  up  in  a  regular 
correspondence,  more  in  detail,  by  letters,  which  is  going  on  down  to  this  moment. 
I  presume  that  Mr.  West  makes  his  own  reports  to  the  department,  thus  put- 
ting you  in  possession  of  the  facts  as  they  daily  happen. 

One  of  the  gravest  difficulties  presented  to  me  in  this  proceeding  grows  out 
of  the  conflicting  views  of  allegiance  entertained  in  the  two  countries.  Here  the 
courts  adhere  to  the  old  doctrine  generally  held  in  Europe,  that  it  is  indefensible. 
We,  on  the  other  hand,  maintain  the  absolute  right  of  expatriation.  Hence  we 
are  in  some  danger  of  a  renewal  of  the  dispute  of  half  a  century  since,  and, 
perhaps,  of  a  similar  issue,  if  the  government  here  does  not  take  care  to  temper 
its  harsh  measures  of  prevention  with  a  discriminating  regard  for  the  possible 
innocence  of  those  whom  they  may  associate  with  the  guilty.  I  cannot  say 
that  the  position  taken  by  Sir  Thomas  Larcom,  the  lord  lieutenant's  under-sec* 
retary,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  West,  in  reply  to  his  first  letter,  favors  the  notion  of 
much  wisdom  at  headquarters  just  now.  If  the  government  begins  by  revers- 
ing the  established  principles  of  Bngiish  law,  and  assuming  every  stranger 
taken  to  be  gailty*  until  his  own  representative  proves  him  to  be  innocent, 
It  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  som?.  rather  strong  notice  of  thit  novelty  in  our 
international  relations.    I  can  scarcely  imagine  that  such  a  doctrine  will  be 
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seriously  adhered  to.  Mr.  West  has  already  remonstrated  against  it,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  confirm  his  action  in  this  particular,  with  a  hint  that  if  persisted  in  I 
shall  feel  compelled  to  make  it  a  subject  for  representation  to  my  government.  . 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  these  people 
now  under  arrest  are  really  more  or  less  implicated  in  the  organization  which 
has  its  affiliations  in  both  countries,  and  its  object  the  subversion  of  British 
rule  in  Ireland.  They  are  also  astute  enough  to  be  capable  of  contriving 
means  of  raising  a  complication  between  the  two  nations,  out  of  the  questions 
that  may  follow  from  any  abuse  of  the  extraordinary  powers  of  repression  now 
resorted  to  here.  This  would  suit  their  views  exactly.  My  impression  of  the 
best  course  to  pursue  to  meet  this  danger  is  frankness,  and,  if  possible,  the 
establishment  of  such  a  clear  understanding  with  the  ministry  as  may  secure 
really  innocent  persons  from  the  danger  of  serious  annoyance,  whilst  it  will 
leave  it  free  to  deal  with  unauestionable  o£Fenders  as  it  shall  think  fit. 

Of  course,  in  expressing  tnese  opinions,  it  is  always  to  be  un&erstood^that 
no  action  is  to  be  taken  upon  them  by  me,  so  far  as  to  commit  the  government 
in  the  absence  of  special  instructions.  I  am  strongly  in  hopes  that  nothing 
will  happen  to  call  for  the  exercise  of  much  discretion  in  advance  of  the  moment 
when  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  furnish  all  that  will  be  necessary  for  a  decis- 
ion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1I60.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1680  to  1686,  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of  1684.  The  four 
others  noted  as  missing  last  week  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

The  London  Times  of  yesterday  morning  contained  a  leader  which  made 
some  sensation  for  a  while.  It  gave  countenance  to,  without  absolutely  affirming 
the  truth  of  a  rumor  that  Lord  Russell  had  signified  to  the  Queen  his  inability 
to  continue  in  his  post  as  leader,  and  had  suggested  the  Duke  of  Somerset  as  a 
suitable  person  to  be  called  to  form  a  new  government.  This  story  obtained 
more  currency  than  credit  until  the  evening  papers  were  issued,  when  four  of  the 
number  were  found  to  contain  authorized  positive  contradictions.  The  inference 
generally  drawn  is  that  the  article  was  intended  to  precipitate  the  fall  of  the 
cabinet,  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  new  combinations,  in  which  one  of  the 
persons  believed  to  be  much  connected  with  the  paper  is  understood  to  be  deeply 
involved.  If  so,  it  has  failed  of  its  object,  and  by  its  failure  has  for  the  present 
imparted  more  strength  to  the  government  than  it  had  before. 

There  are  nevertheless  reasons  to  believe  that  the  tenure  of  Lord  Russell  will 
not  be  extended  much  beyond  the  period  which  it  may  take  to  mature  and  carry 
a  bill  through  Parliament  for  the  extension  of  the  franchise.  That  he  is  in  ear- 
nest in  pushing  such  a  measure  cannot  be  doubted.  If  he  should  fail  at  first,  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  he  would  continue  to  struggle  until  the  lukewarmness  which 
prevails  among  a  large  section  of  his  own  friends,  and  constitutes  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  success,  shall  have  been  fully  overcome.  This  may  keep  him  at  the 
head  of  his  party  yet  for  some  time  to  come.  I  cannot  perceive  any  prospect 
of  effective  ultimate  resistance  to  such  a  policy,  provided  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
Bright  determine  to  work  in  harmony  in  the  House  of  Commons.    No  combina- 
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lion  possible  in  that  bodj,  as  now  constituted,  can  stand  long  against  their  oppo- 
sition. Hence  the  question  seems  to  be  simply  one  of  time»  provided  no  external 
topics  should  come  in  to  give  to  popular  sentiment  some  new  direction.  Yet  it 
may  very  possibly  be  that  several  changes  in  the  ministry  will  intervene  before 
the  final  triumph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1161.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  1, 1868. 

Sir  :  At  the  last  moment  last  week  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  the  London 
Times  of  Saturday  last,  containing  the  report  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons the  night  before  on  two  different  topics  connected  with  America.  I  had 
not  time  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  singular  statement  made  by  Sir  Roundell 
Palmer  touching  certain  facts  of  the  negotiation  carried  on  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments, which  attempted  to  create  an  impression  that  the  failure  of  the  British 
cabinet  to  improve  their  preventive  laws  was  entirely  owing  to  the  action  at 
Washington.  There  was  a  want  of  ingenuousness  in  the  purely  lawyer-like 
manner  in  which  the  case  was  drawn  up,  which  for  the  time  completely  imposed 
on  the  least  credulous  members  of  the  assembly.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  pro- 
ceeding which  called  for  some  form  of  remonstrance  at  once.  So  I  prepared  and 
sent  a  note  to  Lord  Clarendon,  briefly  recapitulating  the  principal  steps  in  the 
transactions  referred  to,  and  clearing  the  chronology  over  which  some  mist  had 
been  thrown.  It  can  hardly  be  presumed  that  a  case  can  be  felt  to  be  very 
strong  which  is  thought  to  stand  in  need  of  such  kind  of  support.  The  effort  to 
prove  by  mere  argument  the  inefficiency  of  our  statute,  without  any  evidence  of 
facts  to  support  it,  in  the  past  practice,  is  quite  of  a  piece  with  Lord  RusselPs 
allegations  in  the  Portuguese  question,  which  I  presume  to  have  emanated  from 
the  Hame  source. 

The  truth  is,  that  with  the  highest  respect  for  Sir  Roundell  Palmer  in  private 
life,  I  have  never  been  able  entirely  to  acquiesce  in  his  notions  of  his  duty  as 
an  officer  of  the  government  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Clarendon.     Since  it 
was  sent  I  perceive  I  made  an  omission  in  not  fortifying  my  own  report  of  my 
last  conference  with  Lord  Russell  by  the  corroborating  evidence  of  his  lordship 
himself,  in  his  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  14th  February,  1863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

London,  February  24,  J866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  an  extract  of  what 
purports  to  be  a  speech  of  her  Meyesty's  attorney  geneml,  Sir  R.  Palmer,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  last  evening,  which  I  find  reported  in  the  London  Times  of  this  morning : 

**Tbe  honorable  member  for  Windsor  (Mr.  Lsbouchere)  is  slightly  in  error  when  ho  says 
that  the  English  government  was  several  times  requested  to  amend  the  fordgn  enlistment 
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act ;  in  fact,  the  very  roTerse  of  that  statement  U  nearer  to  the  tnith.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  at  an  early  period  of  the  American  war,  the  government  of  this  country,  foreseeing 
that  very  important  questions  of  international  law  might  arise  during  the  progress  of  the  war, 
suggested  to  the  American  government  that  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries 
should  be  revised,  and  any  auditions  that  might  be  thought  necessary  made  to  them.  What 
was  the  answer  made  by  the  American  government  to  this  offer  of  ours  7  What  was  the 
answer  of  the  American  government  to  this  offer?  Why,  to  use  a  humble  expression, 
they  threw  cold  water  on  it  altogether.  They  said  that  they  had  no  objection  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  such  a  question,  but  for  their  own  part,  they  were  of  opinion  that  their 
foreign  enlistment  act  required  no  amendment  and  was  perfectly  adapted  for  its  purposes.  I 
ask  tne  house  what  position  the  government  would  have  been  placed  in  if,  after  the  receipt 
of  such  an  answer  as  that,  they  had  asked  Parliament  to  add  more  stringent  provisions  to 
the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  tirst  question  asked  in  the  house  would  be  whether  we  had 
received  any  intimation  from  the  American  government  of  any  intention  to  make  correspond^ 
ing  changes  in  their  foreign  enlistment  act.  Our  answer  to  such  a  question  would  have  been 
that  we  had  received  a  communicatiop  on  the  subject  from  the  United  States  government, 
who  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity  tor  making  any  alteration  in  their  foreign 
enlistment  act.  After  giving  such  an  answer  how  could  the  government  expect  to  have  their 
bill  adopted  by  the  house  7     [Hear.] '* 

Disclaiming,  as  a  representative  of  a  foreign  country,  the  smallest  right  to  raise  questions 
in  regard  to  any  words  that  mav  be  uttered  in  the  great  deliberative  assemblies  of  this  king- 
dom by  members  in  no  way  snaring  a  responsibility  for  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's 
government  towards  foreign  nations,  I  cannot  at  the  same  time  decline  to  observe  that  the 
confidential  relation  of  the  distinguished  person  who  holds  the  position  of  chief  legal  adviser 
to  the  Crown,  invests  any  statement  wfiich  he  thinks  proper  to  make  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  a  foreign  country  with  an  authority  before  the  world  closely  akin  to  that  of  her  Majesty's 
ministers  themselves.  It  seems,  therefore,  difficult  for  roe  to  avoid  bringing  to  your  lordship's 
attention  those  particulars  in  the  extract  above  submitted  which  appear  to  me  not  only  to  be 
at  variance  with  the  actual  facts  in  the  transaction  therein  referred  to,  but  doing  more  or  less 
of  injustice  to  the  position  occupied  by  my  government  as  a  party  to  it. 
*    I  understand  it  to  be  substantially  affirmed  in  the  passage  cited — 

Ist.  That  the  British  government  spontaneously,  of  its  own  volition,  initiated  early  in  the 
war  a  proposition  to  the  government  which  I  represent  to  revise  the  foreign  enlistment  acts 
of  both  countries,  and  make  such  additions  as  might  be  thought  necessary  to  them. 

2d.  That  the  answer  of  the  United  States  to  this  offer  was  like  throwing  cold  water  on  it 
altogether.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  such  a  ques- 
tion, but  thev  were  satisfied  with  their  own  law  as  it  stood.  Hence  it  is  clearly  implied  in 
the  sequel,  though  not  affirmed  in  words,  that  as  a  consequence  of  this  anstcevj  the  British 
goverument  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  desist  from  appealing  to  Parliament  at  all. 

It  is  with  unaffected  regret  that  I  feel  absolutely  constrained  to  point  out  to  your  lordship 
the  grave  errors  of  fact  contained  in  both  these  propositions.  Inasmuch  as  the  several  papers 
from  which  I  proceed  to  quote  as  my  authorities  have  been  given  to  the  world  in  print,  long 
since  accessible  to  all  men,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  them  in  brief,  in  order  to 
substantiate  my  statement. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1862,  I  received  from  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  brief 
letter  enclosing  papers  connected  with  the  ravages  committed  by  the  Alabama.  It  closed 
with  these  words : 

"The  President  directs  that  you  lay  copies  of  the  substance  of  these  papers  before  Earl 
Bussell  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  effect  two  important  objects :  first, 
due  redress  for  the  national  and  private  injuries  sustained ;  secondly,  a  prevention  of  such 
lawless  and  injurious  proceedings  uereafler.'* 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  montn,  that  is,  two  days  later,  he  repeated  the  instructions,  using 
the  same  terms  "redress"  and  "prevention.'* 

On  the  20th  of  November  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  at  the  close 
of  which  are  these  words : 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  of  the  directions  which  I  have  recdved  from 
my  government  to  solicit  redress  for  the  national  and  private  injuries  already  thus  sustained, 
as  well  as  a  more  effective' prevention  of  any  such  repetition  of  such  lawless  and  injurious 
proceedings  in  her  Majesty's  ports  hereafter." 

It  was  in  answer  to  this  demand  that  the  proposition  of  Earl  Russell,  to  which  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  refers  in  his  remarks,  was  made.  In  his  reply  to  my  note,  dated  the  19th  December, 
1^2,  after  declining  the  first  proposition  of  Mr.  Seward  for  redress  for  the  past,  his  lordship 
.:goes  on  to  spe^  of  the  second,  whidi  related  to  prevention  for  the  future.  This  is  the  Ian- 
.^uage  used : 

"As  regards  your  demand  for  a  more  effective  prevention  for  the  future  of  the  fitting  out 
•of  such  vessels  in  British  ports,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, after  consultation  with  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  are  of  opinion  that  certain  amend- 
ments might  be  introduced  into  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which,  if  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment, would  have  the  effect  of  giving  greater  power  to  the  executive  to  prevent  the  construc- 
tion in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  belligerents.  But  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment consider  tuat  before  submitting  any  proposals  of  that  sort  to  Parliament,  it  would  be 
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desirable  that  they  should  previously  communicate  with  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  ascertain  whether  that  government  is  willing  to  make  similar  alterations  in  its  own  for- 
eign enlistment  act,  and  that  the  amendments,  Uke  the  original  statute,  should,  as  it  were, 
proceed  pari  passu  in  both  countries." 

Such  was  the  origin  of  the  proposal  alluded  to  by  the  distinguished  Attorney  General.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  plain  to  your  lordship  that  it  was  not  made  early  in  the  war,  but  only 
after  the  ravages  committed  by  the  Alabama  had  roused  the  attention  of  my  government  to 
the  subject.  Neither  was  it  initiated  spontaneously,  but  was  whoUy  the  offspring  of  a 
demand  made  by  mv  government  for  more  effective  measures  of  prevention  of  such  ravages 
committed  by  vesseb  fitted  out  from  British  ports. 

I  now  proceed  to  show  to  your  lordship,  in  like  manner,  the  fallacy  in  the  other  proposi- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1862, 1  wrote  to  Mr.  Seward,  transmitting  for  consideration  the 
proposal  made  by  Earl  Russell. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Seward  addressed  to  me  a  reply,  in  which  he  refers  to 
his  lordship*s  proposal  in  these  words : 

'*  It  is  not  presumed  that  our  anti-enlistment  act  is  defective,  or  that  Great  Britain  has 
ground  to  complain  that  it  has  not  been  effectually  executed.  Nevertheless,  the  proposition 
of  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  two  governments  shall  confer  together  upon  amend- 
ments to  the  corresponding  acts  in  the  two  countries,'  evinces  a  conciliating,  a  liberal,  and 
just  spirit,  if  not  a  desire  to  prevent  further  causes  of  complaint.  You  are,  therefore, 
authorized  to  confer  with  Earl  Russell,  and  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, such  amendments  as  Earl  Russell  may  in  such  a  confereikce  suggest,  and  you  may 
think  proper  to  be  approved." 

I  shall  abstain  from  entering  into  any  discussion  of  whether  this  language  is  or  is  not 
fairly  to  be  considered  as  "throwing  cold  water  on  it  altogether."  That  is  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion. At  present  I  shall  strive  to  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  consideration  of  facts.  The 
point  now  is  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  precisely  what  effect  the  communication  of  it  did  actu- 
ally have  on  the  action  o{  her  M^esty^s  government. 

On  the  7th  of  February  I  was  mvored  with  an  interview  by  Earl  Russell,  upon  which  occa- 
sion I  communicated  to  him  the  substance  of  the  answer.  The  official  report  of  this  inter 
view,  which  I  made  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  13th  of  February,  is  in  the  following  words : 

'*ln  obedience  to  your  instructions,  contained  in  despatch  No.  45^,  I  called  the  attention 
of  Lord  Russell,  in  my  conference  of  Saturday,  to  the  reply  made  by  him  to  my  note  of  the 
20th  of  November  last,  claiming  reparation  tor  the  damage  done  by  No.  290,  and  security 
against  any  repetition  of  the  same  in  future.  I  observed  that  my  government  had  not  yet 
authorized  me  to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  answer  on  the  first  point ;  but  with  respect 
to  the  second,  his  lordship's  suggestion  of  possible '  amendments  to  the  enlistment  laws,  in 
order  to  make  them  more  effective,  had  been  faverably  received ;  although  the  law  of  the 
United  States  was  considered  as  of  very  sufficient  vigor,  the  government  were  not  unwilling 
to  consider  propositions  to  improve  upon  it. 

**  To  that  ena  I  had  been  directed  to  ask  whether  any  such  had  yet  been  matured  by  her 
Majesty's  ministers ;  if  so,  I  should  be  happy  to  receive  and  to  transmit  them  to  Washing- 
ton. His  lordship,  repeating  my  remark — tuat  my  government  considered  its  present  enlist- 
ment act  as  sufficiently  effective — then  added  that,  since  his  note  was  written,  the  subject 
had  been  considered  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  lord  chancellor  had  expressed  the  same  opinion 
of  the  British  law.  Under  these  circumstances  he  did  not  see  that  he  could  have  any  change 
to  propose." • 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  essential  fact  is  developed,  that  his  lordship's  answer,  declining 
to  proceed  anv  further^  was  made  forthwith,  and  was  the  result  of  cabinet  deliberations, 
previously  hela,  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chancellor  thereupon  given.  It  was  in  no 
way  the  effect  of  the  communication  made  by  myself  at  the  moment,  but  had  been  prepared 
in  advance  to  meet  it  whenever  it  came,  or  whatever  it  might  be.  It  fell  in  with  an  opinion 
expressed  by  Mr.  Seward,  but  was  in  no  manner  dependent  upon  it 

If  this  be  the  correct  chronology,  it  follows  that  no  such  hypothetical  difficulty  in  an 
appeal  to  Parliament,  after  such  an  answer  as  is  described  by  her  Majestv's  attorney  gene- 
ral, could  ever  have  been  possible.  Her  Majesty's  government  had  decideci,  before  the 
answer  ever  appeared,  not  to  make  any  such  appeal,  but  rather  to  abide  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor's confidence  in  the  existing  statute. 

In  addressing  this  note  to  your  lordship,  I  pray  vou  to  understand  that  I  disclaim  all  inten- 
tion to  impute  an  evil  motive  to  the  distinguished  and  excellent  gentleman  against  whose 
language  I  have  been  constrained  to  enter  this  protest.  In  the  present  state  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  which  I  cannot  disguise  to  be  delicate,  I  am  sensible  of  the 
great  importance  of  every  word  that  falls  from  the  lips  of  persons  in  authority  on  either  side. 
Mence,  it  has  been  under  a.painful  sense  of  duty  that  I  have  marked  to  vour  lordship  these 
errors,  doubtless  of  inadvertence,  committed  by  so  eminent  an  officer  of  the  Crown,  which 
may,  nevertheless,  excite  much  comment  among  my  countrymen,  and  aggravate  the  resent- 
ment for  injustice  suffered,  already,  unfortunately,  much  too  prevalent  with  them. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c,  &c.,  &,e» 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
'  Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  op  Clarendon,  Sfc,  8fc,f  8fe.  «^ 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1163.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  2,  1866. 

'  Sir  :  There  is  some  little  dissatisfaction  among  a  certain  class  of  political 
men  with  the  sluggishness  manifested  by  the  government  in  making  representa- 
tions and  remonstrances  touching  the  Fenian  organization  in  the  United  States. 
Not  fully  conscious  of  the  awkwardness  of  a  movement  in  this  direction,  in  the 
face  of  all  that  has  happened  here  during  the  war,  there  is  much  soreness  and 
irritation  engendered  by  the  knowledge  that  both  men  and  money  are  steadily 
pouring  into  the  kingdom  with  a  view  to  keep  alive  the  agitation  which  is  para- 
lyzing the  energies  of  Ireland,  if  it  does  not  absohitely  threaten  its  peace. 

Meanwhile  the  process  of  summary  arrests  of  all  persons  having  the  slightest 
appearance  of  Americans  is  steadily  carried  on  in  that  island.  As  yet  the  efforts 
made  by  the  consuls  to  relieve  such  of  them  as  have  a  claim  to  protection  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ha^e  been  successful  only  so  far  as  to  establish 
communication  with  them  to  verify  their  statements.  No  answer  has  yet  been 
given  by  the  authorities  to  the  requests  for  reasons  to  justify  their  confinement. 
Neither  has  any  distinction  been  attempted  between  native  Americans  and  nat- 
uralized Irishmen.  Whilst  this  delay  lasts,  no  reason  arises  for  my  own  inter- 
ference. I  presume,  however,  that  it  cannot  be  extended  a  great  while  longer. 
I  shall  report  to  you  so  soon  as  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  confer  with  Lord 
Clarendon  on  the  subject. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  received  from  Mr.  West  a  letter  enclosing 
the  final  answer  of  the  authorities  in  regard  to  naturalized  citizens,  which  goes 
the  whole  length  of  claiming  their  allegiance.  I  have  desired  him  to  transmit 
to  you  copies  of  the  whole  of  his  correspondence. 

I  shall  now  request  a  conference  with  Lord  Clarendon,  in  order  to  place  you 
fully  in  possession  of  the  views  of  the  government  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  to 
obtain  the  instructions  of  the  President.  This  cannot  be  done  in  time  for  this 
week's  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1700.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  5,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  15th  of 
February,  No.  1151.  I  have  taken  pains  to  recur  to  the  despatch  in  the  Blue 
Book  of  Lord  Clarendon  to  Sir  Frederick  Brace,  to  which  you  have  now  referred 
me.  1  find  that  in  that  publication  it  bears  the  date  of  December  26,  not  De- 
cember 28,  as  you  have  aescribed  it.  Either  Sir  Frederick  has,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  discretion,  refrained  altogether  from  bringing  the  despatch  to  my  notice,  or 
else  he  has  done  so  only  in  so  purely  a  conversational  and  informal  manner  as 
to  leave  no  real  impression  upon  my  mind.  Whatever  I  may  have  said  upon 
the  matter  to  him  has*been  in  exactly  the  same  terms  in  which  I  treated  the 
same  suggestion  now  found  in  the  assumed  despatch  when  it  was  presented  by 
you  in  your  confidential  note.  I  see  now  no  reason  for  apprehenaing  that  we 
shall  at  any  time  or  under  any  circumstances  be  willing  to  negotiate  for  future 
contingences  without  having  first  due  regard  paid  to  our  past  injuries  and  dam- 
ages. I  shall  make  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  this 
paper.  He  is  frank  and  honorable,  while  he  is  discreet  and  devoted  to  his  gov- 
ernment. *_F 
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I  will  not  anticipate  the  possibilitj  of  extreme  suggestions  by  otber  maritime 
powers  for  consultation.  Sucb  proceedings  have  a  certain  attraction  for  minds 
of  a  doctrinal  character.  The  idea  of  a  congress  of  the  maritime  powers  held 
a  considoable  preoccupation  of  a  portion  of  the  press  last  summer,  but  exhausted 
itself  then,  and  has  not  since  revived. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,  ^r ,  Sft. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1164.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1687  to  1690,  inclusive,  likewise  of  1684,  reported  as  missing 
last  week,  and  lastly  of  a  bound  set  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  1864. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I  last  wrote,  another  debate  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Questions  of  maritime  law,  a  report  of  which,  in 
the  London  Times,  I  have  the  lionor  to  transmit.  It  appears  that  the  attorney 
general  seized  the  opportunity  to  make  the  necessary  corrections  of  his  speedb 
the  week  before.  The  only  point  he  failed  to  make  quite  clear  was  the  alleged 
effect  of  the  answer  of  our  government  in  producing  the  decision  of  the  ministry 
here  not  to  propose  any  modification  of  the  enlistment  law.  The  fact  that  this 
decision  was  reached  irrespective  of  and  prior  to  the  communication  of  that  an- 
swer is  made  so  clear  on  the  very  face  of  the  correspondence  that  in  common 
candor  the  truth  should  have  been  frankly  recognized. 

Although  the  course  of  thi^ebate  gives  an  appearance  of  preponderance  in 
sentiment  in  one  direction,  it  frust  not  be  inferrea  that  that  indicates  the  preva- 
lence of  that  sentiment  among  the  members  generally.  The  truth  is,  the  sub- 
ject as  it  now  stands  is  felt  to  be  so  full  of  difficulties  that  much  the  greater 
number  decline  to  commit  themselves  upon  it  in  any  way.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  with  the  opposition,  most  of  whom,  including  some  of  the  leading  men, 
absented  themselves  from  the  discussion  altogether.  Meanwhile  there  are  do- 
mestic questions  coming  up  which  will,  probably,  absorb  the  attention  of  the 
body  for  some  time  to  come.  The  government  bill  for  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  is  announced  for  introduction  on  Monday.  If  this  be  successful,  which 
is  much  doubted,  it  will  be  followed  by  the  question  of  Jamaica,  and  lastly  that  of 
Ireland,  both  of  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  elicit  serious  differences  of  opinion. 
Hence,  it  appears  unlikely;  unless  some  unexpected  event  should  revive  them, 
that  any  one  of  the  international  questions  raised  by  the  late  war  will  receive 
during  the  rest  of  this  session  more  than  an  accidental  passing  notice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adafns  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1165.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  8,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  consul  at  Dublin,  Mr.  West,  I  take  it  for  granted,  forwards  to  you 
80  fully  his  account  of  his  proceedings  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  which 


76  DIPLOMATIC   COBRESPONDENCE. 

he  conducts  with  the  Irish  authorities,  that  I  deem  it  not  necessary  to  do  more 
than  comment  on  the  results. 

It  is  thus  far  made  clear  that  the  government  claims  the  right  of  dealing  as 
it  pleases  with  native  Irishmen,  no  regard  whatever  heing  paid  to  the  fact  of 
their  naturalization  in  the  United  States. 

The  course  it  intends  to  take  with  native  Americans  held  under  arrest  upon 
the  call  made  to  assign  reasons  for  their  detention  has  not  yet  been  declared. 
No  intelligence  has  been  thus  far  received  of  any  response  to  Mr.  West's  appeal 
on  that  subject. 

Meanwhile  I  executed  the  intentaon  I  expressed  in  my  No.  1163,  of  the  2d 
instant,  of  asking  an  interview  .with  Lord  Clarendon,  for  the  purpose  of  talking 
freely  upon  the  whole  subject.  He  appointed  Monday,  the  5th,  at  which  time 
I  saw  him. 

After  mentioning  the  various  steps  which  had  been  already  taken  by  my 
direction  in  Ireland,  and  the  position  in  which  affairs  now  stand  there,  I  pointed 
out  to  him  as  briefly  as  I  could  the  nature  of  the  questions  that  must  spring 
out  of  the  attitude  taken  by  the  British  government.  In  the  first  place,  native 
Americans  had  been  arrested  without  reasons  given,  or  charges  made.  Of  course, 
as  they  appealed  to  me,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  for  reasons,  and  if  none 
could  be  given  beyond  mere  suspicion,  to  request  their  release.  In  this  con- 
nection I  reminded  him  of  the  fact  how  freely  Lord  Lyons  had  exercised  this 
right  during  the  war,  and  in  how  many  very  doubtful  cases  he  had  obtained  a 
release. 

But  the  second  question  was  of  a  still  graver  character.  It  grew  out  of  the 
conflicting  theories  of  allegiance  which  had  so  long  been  a  fruitful  source  of 
dissension  between  the  two  countries.  On  the  one  side  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
claimed  that  the  allegiance  of  native  subjects  could  not  be  divested  by  any  act 
of  their  own.  On  the  other  the  right  of  expatria^on  was  asserted  to  its  fullest 
extent.  In  the  present  instance,  several  Irishmmi,  who  had  proved  their  natu- 
ralization in  the  United  States,  had  claimed  protection  from  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment, as  they  alleged  unjustly ;  and  on  tne  other  hand  the  authorities  in 
Ireland,  in  answer  to  a  representation  made  by  the  consul,  had  claimed  an 
absolute  right  to  deal  with  them  as  British  subjects,  without  accountability  to 
any  foreign  authority.  I  admitted  that  this  was  in  accordance  with  the  English 
law,  at  the  same  t^me  that  I  felt  that  I  could  not,  on  the  part  of  my  government 
acquiesce  in  it.  This  question  had  raised  us  many  difficulties  heretofore,  and 
especially  had  conducea  to  the  rupture  between  the  two  countries  in  1812.  I 
saw  no  practical  way  out  of  it,  if  both  part  ies  persisted  in  a  rigid  adherence  to 
their  particular  views.  The  better  course  would  seem  to  be,  if  possible,  to 
avoid  a  collision,  by  endeavoring  so  far  as  was  practicable  to  evade  making  the 
issue.  If  the  men  in  dispute  could  be  released,  as  many  were  in  the  United  States, 
on  condition  of  their  good  behavior,  or  of  their  quitting  the  country,  I  thought  the 
difficulty  might  be  removed. 

Here  Lord  Clarendon  interposed  with  some  general  remarks  upon  the  "  wheel 
within  a  wheel"  of  an  organization  in  the  United  States,  having  for  its  object 
the  overthrow  of  all  authority  in  a  country  under  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and 
upon  the  voluntary  abnegation  of  the  British  government  of  every  desire  to  re- 
monstrate or  interpose  any  claim  for  protection.  Under  these  circumstances, 
when  people  came  from  the  United  States  in  such  numbers,  and  were  found  in 
Ireland  with  money  and  arms,  plotting  against  the  government,  he  trusted  that 
I  would  not  attempt  to  hold  over  them  the  shelter  of  my  diplomatic  mantle. 

To  which  I  replied  that  his  lordship  had  overrulooked  an  important  distinction, 
which  should  have  been  kept  in  view.  Since  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus,  numbers  of  people  had  been  swept  up  together  and  lodged  in  the 
prisons,  without  a  single  reason  given,  or  the  allegation  of  any  offence.  Pre- 
viously to  that  event,  whenever  any  person  claiming  to  be  an  American  had 
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been  arrested,  the  course  bad  been  to  constilt  at  once  with  tbe  prosecuting 
officers  to  learn  tbe  nature  of  tbe  cbarges  against  bim,  and  upon  tbat  prima 
facie  evidence,  eitber  to  ask  a  release  on  tbe  ground  of  insufficiency,  or  to  let 
tbe  law  take  its  course.  ,Witb  tbis  understanding  everything  bad  gone  on 
smoothly  enough.  Several  persons  bad  been  released ;  others  bad  been  tried, 
-and  their  offences  very  fully  proved.  The  whole  case  was  now  changed.  All 
those  arrested  since  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  were  detained  without 
reason  given  or  charges  made.  Tbis  course  as  applied  to  such  persons  as  might 
be  innocent  was  a  hardship,  which  I  did  not  think  citizens  of  a  foreign  state 
ought  to  be  subjected  to.  I  bad  been  applied  to  by  many  who  stoutly  averred 
their  innocence.  It  was  in  their  behalf  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  claim  a 
release,  and  in  regard  to  all  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  it  seemed  to  me  that, 
at  least,  the  grounds  of  detention  should  be  assigned  to  me.  For  it  should  be 
understood  that  I  had  no  wish  to  spread  my  diplomatic  mantle  over  such  as 
could  be  shown  to  be  at  least  fairly  suspected  of  designs  subversive  of  estab- 
lished authority;  although  I  believed  many  such  bad  been  released  at  the 
request  of  Lord  Lyons.  I  should  confine  myself  as  matter  of  right  only  to 
those  against  whom  no  real  cbarges  could  be  brought.  It  was  in  the  cases  of 
such  as  might  be  innocent  that  I  held  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  a  good 
understanding  between  the  countries  that  they  should  be  promptly  relieved. 
£ven  a  single  person,  if  innocent,  and  subjected  to  serious  injury  by  confinement, 
might  go  to  America  afterwards,  and  become  or  be  made  a  subject  of  popular 
sympathy,  more  or  less  just,  which  would  materially  increase  the  irritation, 
already  quite  great  enough,  and  perhaps  add  a  strong  American  element  to  the 
Fenian  combination  which  thus  far  it  had  not  possessed.  With  regard  to  that 
organization,  and  his  lordship's  observations  on  it,  I  incidentally  recalled  to  his 
mind  the  fact  that  that  had  not  been  without  its  parallel  in  this  country  during  the 
late  war.  I  had  somewhere  among  my  p|ipers  a  long  list  of  aristocratic  names, 
appended  to  what  was  called  a  «outhem  aid  association,  the  declared  object  of 
which  was  to  effect  a  disruption  of  the  United  States.  At  the  bead  of  it  had 
been  Lord  Whamcliffe,  aided  by  many  other  noblemen. 

His  lordship  affected  to  make  very  light  of  this  afcociation,  as  containing  no 
name  of  real  influence  in  England,  to  which  I  replied  in  tbe  same  terms  as 
it  regarded  tbe  Fenians  in  America.  The  parallel  seemed  to  me  sufficiently 
exact.  But  I  had  not  been  instructed  to  remonstrate  against  the  southern  asso- 
ciation. 

As  to  the  substance  of  my  representation,  his  lordship  said  that  had  he  been 
made  aware  beforehand  that  I  was  about  to  offer  it,  be  should  have  been  more 
fully  prepared  by  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  facts  to  talk  with  me.  It  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  communicate  with  Sir  George  Grey,  of  the  home  office, 
in  whose  department  were  the  papers  connected  with  the  Irish  troubles.  Ho 
should  ask  a  brief  delay,  and  would  then  give  me  notice  of  a  time  when  he  might 
renew  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington^  D.  C, 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1709,  confidential.]  Depabtmknt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  10,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  lose  no  time  in  acknowledging  the  veceipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  22d 
of  February,  No.  1158,  which  brings  us  official  information  of  the  suspension  of 
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tbe  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  tbe  suppression  of  what 
is  called  **  Fenianism." 

I  have  refrained  from  allading  in  this  correspondence  to  Fenian  proceedings 
here  or  elsewhere.  I  do  not  think  that  either  time  or  occasion  has  arrived  for 
making  any  communication  upon  that  subject  to  her  Majesty's  government.  It 
is  right,  however,  that  you  should  now  be  confidentially  informed  of  the  senti- 
ments in  regard  to  it  which  are  entertained  at  the  present  moment  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  Fenian  excitement  as  it  exists  in  the  United  States  seems  to  have 
merely  a  political  or  partisan  character.  The  questions  which  it  involves  ex- 
clusively affect  the  political  situation  of  Ireland  as  one  of  the  United  Kingdoms. 
The  persons  who  are  engaged  in  that  agitation  are,  as  a  general  fact,  native 
Irishmen,  many  of  whom,  however,  have,  while  others  have  not,  availed  them- 
selves of  our  laws  of  naturalization.  In  moving,  controlling,  and  directhig  the 
Fenian  agitation,  it  is  manifest  that  they  are  influenced  altogether  by  feel- 
ings, sentiments,  and  views  which  they  cherish  as  Irishmen,  notwithstanding 
their  cbange  of  domicile,  or  place  of  residence  or  citizenship.  In  a  few  words 
the  Fenian  agitation  is  a  British  and  not  an  American  movement — a  movement 
for  wbich  the  agit-ators  have  secured  to  themselves  the  benefits  of  refuge,  which 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  afford  to  exiles  and  emigrants 
from  foreign  lands. 

The  only  question  for  this  government  is,  not  whether  the  motives  or  designs 
of  the  agitators  in  regard  to  Ireland  are  just,  wise,  beneficent,  or  humane,  or  the 
reverse,  but  whether  in  seeking  to  promote  their  designs  they  commit  any 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  have  been  adopted  to  prevent 
military  or  naval  aggression  by  persons  who  are  amenable  to  those  laws  against 
nations  with  whom  the  United  States  maintain  relations  of  peace  and  friendship. 

Thus  far  no  such  violation  of  positive  law  has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  this  government  by  either  of  its  owp  agents,  who  are  believed  to  be  vigilant, 
or  through  any  complaint  from  the  Bntish  legation.  No  restraint  has  been  put 
upon  British  agents  of  observation,  and  no  obstacles  placed  in  their  way. 

Neither  the  character  of  the  agitation,  nor  the  condition  of  our  international 
relations,  is  such  as  to  reiMer  it  wise  for  this  government  to  denounce  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  agitators,  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  within  those  limits 
of  moral  agitation  which  are  recognized  as  legitimate,  equally  by  the  laws  oi  the 
United  States  and  by  those  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  any  unlawful  enterprises  which  might 
be  contrived  in  this  country  to  disturb  the  peace  and  security  of  Ireland,  or  of  any 
of  the  British  colonies,  would  prove  not  only  abortive,  but  even  absurd,  unless 
it  fihould  be  found  that  the  movement  had  some  connection  with  an  uprising  of 
the  country  to  be  invaded.  It  is  not  for  this  government  to  anticipate  such  an 
uprising  in  Ireland.  To  pronounce  such  an  anticipation,  unnecessarily,  would 
justly  subject  us  to  the  suspicion  of  a  desire  to  favor  such  an  untoward  event. 

Perhaps  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
in  Ireland,  which  has  now  taken  place,  has  brought  on  a  crisis  there.  If  no  up- 
rising has  occurred,  it  may  be  supposed  either  that  such  a  movement  had  not 
been  meditated,  or  that  it  has  been  averted.  In  either  of  these  cases  it  is  not  to 
be  apprehended  that  a  violation  of  our  neutrality  laws  will  now  be  committed. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  an  insurrection  shall  have  already  occurred  in  Ireland,  it 
will  be  by  no  means  the  purpose  or  policy  of  the  United  States  to  suffer  their 
own  laws  to  be  violated,  and  their  dignity  and  honor  compromised. 

It  may  be  expected  that  some  of  our  Irish  born  naturalized  citizens,  who  are 
now  sojourning  or  travelling  in  Ireland,  will  be  arrested  upon  complaints  of 
complicity  in  seditious  proceedings.  It  may  also  be  expected  that  some  who 
will  be  thus  accused  will  be  innocent,  while  others  will  be  guilty.  The  situa- 
tion will  for  a  time  necessarily  become  inconvenient  and  embarrassing.  I  know 
of  no  way  in  which  you  can  meet  it  more  properly  than  by  pursuing  the  course 
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"which  you  have  indicated.  AmericanB,  whether  native-born  or  naturalized,  owe 
submission  to  the  same  laws  in  Great  Britain  as  British  subjects,  while  residing 
there  and  enjoying  the  protection  of  that  government.  We  applied  the  con- 
verse of  this  principle  to  British  subjects  who  were  sojourning  or  travelling  in 
the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion. 

Give  a  careful  examination  to  each  complaint,  dealing  at  all  times  frankly 
with  the  British  government,  and  asking  on  their  part  strict  justice  in  their  pro- 
ceedings where  American  citizens  are  concerned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1167.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1691  to  1695,  both  inclusive. 

The  great  event  of  the  week  in  this  kingdom  is  the  proposal  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  of  a  bill  for  the 
extension  of  the  franchise.  This  led  to  an  interesting  two  days*  debate,  a  report 
of  which  in  the  Times  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit.  No  opposition  having 
been  made  to  the  introduction  and  first  reading,  the  question  was  then  laid  over 
until  the  12th  of  April,  when  the  real  struggle  will  take  place.  It  is  difficult  at 
this  moment  to  foresee  the  result.  The  general  impression  is  that  thus  far  this 
disaffected  section  of  the  ministerial  party  has  made  less  headway  by  its  direct 
attack  than  was  anticipated.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  it  will  not  be  more 
successful  by  a  resort  to  an  iudirect  process  against  details,  so  often  fatal  to 
great  measures  in  legislative  assemblies.  Although  the  public  interest  does  not 
appear  to  be  strongly  aroused,  it  is  not  the  less  clear  from  the  very  full  attend- 
ance of  members,  and  the  very  crowded  state  of  the  galleries,  that  there  is  much 
feeling  at  bottom.  It  is  not  regarded  merely  as  a  struggle  for  power  between 
contending  parties,  but  rather  as  marking  a  moment  of  national  transition  to  a 
more  extended  popular  basis,  either  directly,  or  through  a  process  more  or  less 
protracted,  of  ministerial  revolutions.  It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  immediate  contest,  the  ultimate  result  is 
iaevitable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AI>AMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1168."]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  15,  1866. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  my  despatch  No.  1164,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now 
have  the  honor,  to  transmit  copies  of  two  more  notes  which  have  passed  between 
Lord  Clarendon  and  myself,  on  the  extraordinary  position  taken  by  the  attorney 
general  in  his  speech  of  the  23d  of  February,  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C,  ^ 
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Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office, 

Narck  10,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  her  Majestj^s  attorney  general  the  note  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  24th  ultimo,  with  reference  to  statements  on 
the  subject  of  proposed  amendments  in  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  attorney  general  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  previous  evening ;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose,  with  the  hope  thi^t  it  may  be 
satisfactory  to  you,  ,a  copy  of  a  statement  which  has  been  mad^  to  me  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral in  reply. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

CLARENDON. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c,  S^e.,  8fe. 


Mr.  Palmer  to  Lord  Clarendon, 

Lincoln's  Inn,  March  6,  1866. 

After  a  careful  reconsideration  of  the  expressions  used  by  me  on  the  occasion  to  which  Mr. 
Adams  refers,  and  of  the  document  cited  iu  his  letter  to  your  lordship,  I  am  unable  to  per- 
ceive that  there  was  in  the  substance  of  my  observations  anything  which,  when  rightly 
understood,  can  be  open  to  the  charge  either  of  misstating  maf^^rial  facts,  or  of  placing  a 
wrong  construction  upon  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  my  object  was  not  at  all  to  criticise  or  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  that 
government,  for  which  I  have  always  entertained  a  most  high  and  smcere  respect,  but  solely 
to  explain  under  what  circumstances  her  Majesty's  government  had  determined,  during  tho 
late  war,  to  put  to  proof  the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  our  own  foreign  enlistment  act, 
without  attempting  to  propose  any  alteration  of  it  to  Parliament. 

1.  With  respect  to  the  exact  date  at  which  the  overture  to  which  I  referred  was  made  by 
her  Majesty's  government,  my  memory  (for  I  spoke  from  memory)  was  certainly  not  quite 
accurate,  and  on  that  point  I  willingly  accept  Mr.  Adams's  correction — but  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  that  the  circumstancer  of  that  overture  having  been  made  after  and  not  befoiB 
the  commencement  of  the  discussions  with  respect  to  the  Alabama,  would  (if  it  had  been 
present  to  my  mind)  have  enabled  me  to  give  additional  point  to  some  of  my  observations 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  overture  was  met  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  appears  to  think  that  the  facts  did  not  warrant  me  in  representing  this  over- 
ture as  having  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  government  *'  spontaneously,  of  its  own  volition.'* 
The  letter  of  Earl  Russell,  dated  the  19th  December,  1862,  m  which  it  was  contained,  having 
been  written  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Adams  himself,  in  which  (aft«r  seeking  redress  for 
the  captures  made  by  the  Alabama)  he  solicited  from  her  Majesty's  government  *'a  more 
effective  prevention  of  any  repetition  of  such  lawless  and  injurious  proceedings  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's ports."  No  doubt  it  was  with  a  view  to  this  latter  object,  mutually  desired  bv  both 
governments,  that  Earl  Russell  in  reply,  suggested  the  consideration  of  the  question  whether 
amendments  might  not  advantageouiily  be  made  in  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  coun- 
tries. That  suggestion,  however,  though  made  upon  such  an  occasion,  did  not  the  less  origi- 
nate with  her  Majesty's  government,  and  was  not  the  less  entirely  spontaneous  on  their  part. 
Mr.  Adams  had  on  one  or  two  former  occasions  intimated  that  new  legislation  by  Great  Britain 
against  blockade  running,  and  against  th«  exportation  of  munitions  of  war  from  this  country 
to  the  Confederate  States,  might  have  been  acceptable  lo  the  government  of  the  United  States  ; 
byt  I  am  not  aware  that  he  had  ever  down  to  that  time  suggested  any  alteration  of  our  foreign 
enlistment  act  as  necessary  for  the  more  efficient  prevention  of  naval  equipments  for  warlike 
purposes ;  and  the  sequel  of  the  corr>;8poade[ice  itself  cleirly  proves  that  the  |^overment  of 
the  United  States  did  not  look  upon  their  own  act  of  Congress  of  181S  as  requirmg  any  such 
alteration. 

I  see  no  reason,  therefore,  to  recede  at  all  from  the  substance  of  that  part  of  my  statement 
in  which  Mr.  Adams  understands  me  to  have  affimed,  **  that  the  British  government  spontane- 
ously, of  its  own  volition,  initiated  a  proposition  to  the  government  of  the  United  iStates  to 
revise  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries,  ana  make  such  additions  as  might  be 
thought  necessary  to  them." 

3.  But  with  respect  to  the  remaining  and  more  important  point,  I  cannot  altogether  admit 
the  correctness  of  Mr.  Adams's  interpretation  of  my  language.  He  understands  it  to  have  been 
substantially  affirmed  by  me,  **that  the  answer  of  the  United  States  to  this  offer  was  like 
throwing  cold  water  on  it  altogether;  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  such  a  question,  but  they  were  satisfied  with  their  own  law  as  it  stood.'* 
So  far,  Mr.  Adams  quite  fairly  represents  the  effiect  of  my  statement,  and  the  documents  cited 
by  himself  (as  well  as  Earl  Russell's  despatch  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  same  subject,  to  which 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  81 

h©  6o«8  not  refer)  frow  the  fact  to  have  been  as  I  stated  it,  whether  I  rightlj  described 
micfa  an  answer  as  cold  and  discourafi^in^  or  not,  Mr.  Adams,  indeed,  quotes  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Seward  to  himself,  dated  the  19th  ot  January,  1863,  and  says,  that  he  *' abstains  from 
entering  into  any  discussion  of  whether  the  language  of  that  letter  is  or  is  not  fairly  to  be 
considered  as  *  throwing  cold  water  altogether*  on  Earl  Russeirs  proposition."  But  be  do(.s 
not  state  that  the  terms  of  that  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  were  ever  communicated  to  her  Majesty 'h 
government^  nor  can  I  iind  the  least  trace  of  such  a  communication  having  been  made  in 
any  of  the  sources  of  information  open  to  me.  I  do  not,  therefore,  perceive  how  the  language 
of  Mr.  Seward  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  can  legitimately  be  callea  in  aid  to  alter  or  uioiiity 
the  impressjpn  which  Mr.  Adams's  own  conversation  with  Karl  Russell  may  have  bet^u  in 
itself  calculated  to  produce. 

Mr  Adamt  proceeds  to  say  that  it  was  "clearly  implied  in  the  sequel,"  (of  my  observa- 
tions,) **  though  not  affirmed  in  words,  that  as  a  consequence  of  this  answer  the  Biitish  gov- 
ernment were  reluctantly  compelled  to  desist  from  appealing  to  Parliament  at  all,"  and  iLen, 
after  citing  passages  from  the  documents  which  passed  between  himself  and  the  government 
at  Wssbin^n,  ending  with  his  own  despatch  which  contains  a  record  of  the  conversution 
between  himself  and  £ari  Russell,  he  assumes  it  to  have  been  shown  "  that  his  lordship's 
answer  declining  to  proceed  any  further  was  made  forthwith,  and  was  the  result  of  cabinet 
deliberations  previously  held,  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chancellor  theretofore  given."  ' '  It 
was,"  he  adds,  "  in  no  way  the  effect  of  the  communication  made  by  myself  at  the  moment, 
but  had  been  prepared  in  advance  to  meet  it  whenever  it  come,  or  whatever  it  might  be.  It 
fell  in  with  an  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Seward,  but  was  in  no  manner  dependent  upon  it. 
If  this  be  the  correct  chronology,  it  follows  that  no  such  hypothetical  difficpity  in  an  appeal 
to  Parliament,  after  such  an  answer  as  is  described  by  her  Majesty's  attorney  general,  could 
ever  have  been  possible.  Her  Mf^estv's  government  bad  decided  before  the  answer  ever  ap- 
peared not  to  make  any  such  appeal,  but  rather  to  abide  by  the  lord  chancellor's  confidence 
m  the  existing  statute." 

I  cannot  think  it  was  a  just  inference  from  anything  which  I  said  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment were  **  reluctantly  compelled  "  to  desist  from  making  any  application  to  Parliament 
as  a  consequence  of  Mr.  Adams's  answer  to  Earl  Russell's  suggestion.  I  neither  said  nor 
implied  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  desirout  of  making  any  such  application  to  Par- 
liament, much  less  that  the  answer  returned  by  the  United  States  government  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell's overture  was  their  only  or  their  principal  reason  for  not  making  it.  On  the  contrary  the 
manifest  difficulty  of  carrying  such  a  measure  through  Parliament  at  such  a  time,  and  the  grtat 
inconvenience  of  any  unsuccessful  attempt  to  do  so,  (to  which  I  did  not  omit  to  refer,)  would 
necessarily  make  the  conclusion  that  such  an  attempt  was  unnecessary,  (if  it  could  be  ar- 
rived at  on  good  grounds, )  acceptable  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  opinion  formed 
in  the  cabinet  under  the  advice  of  the  lord  chancellor,  (wnich  I  also  mentioned  in  the  debate,) 
that  our  existing  law  Would  probably  be  found  upon  trial  sufficient  for  its  purpose,  must  (of 
course)  have  contributed  in  a  very  important  degree  to  that  conclusion.  But  as  I  read  the 
reports  of  this  conversation,  ( hot n  that  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  of  Earl  Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons,)  I  find  nothing  in  either  of  them  to  justify  Mr.  Adams's  inference  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  had  determined  beforehand  to  lot  the  matter  drop,  at  all  events,  and  not 
to  propose  any  measure  to  Parliament,  whatever  the  answer  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  might  be.  Lord  Russell  did,  indeed,  at  once  come  to  the  conclusion,  which  he  then 
announced  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  matter  could  not,  at  that  time,  usefully  be  carried  further. 
Bat  why  1  Not  because  the  cabinet  had  alreadv  sO  decided,  but  because  the  opinion  of  the 
government  of  the  IJnited  States,  as  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams  as  to  their  own  law,  was 
found  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chancellor  expressed  in  the  cabinet  as  to  our 
law.  Under  these  circumstances  there  appeared  to  be  an  agreement  of  opinion  between  the 
governments  of  both  countries,  that  reliance  might  safely  be  placed  upon  tneir  existing  laws ; 
and  if  any  measure  had  been  afterwards  proposed  to  rarhament,  the  opinions  thus  formed 
and  expressed  mpst  (when  made  known)  have  had  an  unfavorable  iufiuence  upon  its  chance 
of  success.  To  prosecute  the  negotiation  further,  under  such  circumstances,  might  not  im- 
probably have  proved  a  source  of  serious  embarrassment  to  her  Majesty's  government,  unle.'^s 
some  amendments  to  the  laws  of  both  countries  had  actually  resulted  from  it ;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  such  a  result  was  too  uncertain  to  jui*tify  the  risk.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  had  thought  it  necessary,  while  expressing  their  willingness  to  consider  any  proposi- 
tions which  might  emanate  from  her  Majesty's  government,  to  guard  themselves  against  being 
supposed  to  admit  that  their  own  law  (in  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams)  was  not  *'of  very 
sufhcient  vigor,"  or  (in  the  language  of  Earl  Russell)  that  it  "could  be  improved."  They 
were  willing  to  receive  suggestions ;  but,  though  invited  to  do  so,  they  themselves  made 
none.  What  might  have  been  the  effect  of  this  if  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  satis- 
fied that  an  amendment  of  our  foreign  enlistment  act  was  indispensable  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  objects,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  under  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  case, 
its  natural  (not  to  say  necessary)  effect  was  the  reply  immediately  given  by  Earl  Russell 
to  Mr.  Adams ;  in  which  reply  the  government  of  the  United  States,  without  any  appeurauce 
of  surprise  or  dissatisfaction,  acquiesced. 

Mr.  Adams  thinks  himself  warranted  in  concluding  that  if  the  answer  of  thegovemment 
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of  the  United  States  had  been  difl^rent,  the  reply  of  Earl  Russell  would  still  have  been 
the  same.  My  couclusion  from  the  facts  and  the  documents  was»  and  is,  the  reverse. 
Haviiif^  voluntarily  proposed  to  enter  into  communication,  witha\'iew  to  the  mutual  revision 
of  the  statutes  of  both  countries,  on  a  very  important  and  very  practical  subject,  it  was  fully 
open  to  his  lordship  to  withdmw  from  that  proposal,  when  the  government  of  the  United 
States  had  expressed  their  willingness  to  entertain  it  in  a  merely  passive  sense,  without  accept- 
ing any  part  of  the  responsibihty  of  pressing  it  forward,  or  even  encouraging  it  so  far  as  to 
say  that  they  concurred  in  the  views  with  which  it  had  been  originally  proposed,  or  that 
they  anticipated  any  prospect  of  advantage  from  its  further  prosecution.  Under  these  cir- 
cuuistanccH  ihe  lord  chancellor's  opinion  that  there  was  no  practical  necessity  for  a  change 
in  our  law  became  decisive.  But  my  beliet  is,  that  the  cabinet  had  in  fact  come  to  no  con- 
clusion which  would  have  superseded  the  further  consideration  of  the  question,  at  that  time, 
if  the  United  States  government  had  stated  it  to  I  e  the  result  of  their  experience,  that  their 
own  law  required  amendments  to  make  it  perfectly  efficient — much  less  if  they  bad  expressed 
an  anxiety  to  agree  in  such  amendments  as  might  make  the  laws  of  both  countries  more  effect- 
ive for  their  common  purpose,  and  had  offered  or  stated  themselves  to  be  prepared  to  offer 
any  practical  suggestions  with  that  view.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  me  at  all  probable  that  if 
such  had  been  the  tenor  of  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Aaams  to  Earl  Russeirs  proposal*  bis 
lordship  would  nevertheless  have  broken  off  a  negotiation  initiated  by  himself,  merely  because 
the  lord  chancellor  had  in  tho  mean  time  induced^  the  cabinet  to  make  a  more  favorable  view 
than  that  which  had  been  entertained  by  her  Majesty's  law  officer  of  our  existing  law. 

I  think,  therefore,  I  ilid  not  err  in  my  appreciation  of  the  substance  of  what  took  place 
between  the  two  governments ;  and  although  1  do  not  attribute  and  never  have  attributed  the 
decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  solely  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  their  own  law,  I  still  continue  to  believe  (whal 
alone  I  meant  to  state  or  imply  in  my  place  in  Parliament)  that  the  opinion  so  expressed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  did  exercise  a  material  influence  upon  the  course  then 
and  subsequently  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  that  it  would  hare  been  also 
likely  to  prove  a  serious  impediment  to  the  success  of  any  meanure  for  the  amendment  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  if  such  a  measure  (even  after  some  continued  negotiation  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States)  had  been  introduced  into  Parliament. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

ROUNDELL  PALMER. 

The  Earl  op  Clarendon. 

P.  S. — I  annex,  as  necessary  to  give  a  complete  view  of  what  pasf^ed,  the  two  following 
extracts :  No.  1,  being  the  passage  in  Earl  Russell's  lettei"  to  Mr.  Adams,  of  December  19, 
186*^,  immediately  following  that  quoted  by  Mr.  Adams;  and  the  other,  No.  2,  being  Eari 
Russell's  report  to  Lord  Lyons,  datod  February  14, 1863,  of  his  con veroation  with  Mr.  Aaams  : 

No.  1. 

'*  I  shall  accordingly  be  ready  to  confer  at  any  time  with  yon,  and  to  listen  to  any  sugges- 
tion  which  you  may  have  to  make,  by  which  the  British  foreign  enlistment  act  and  the  cor- 
responding statute  of  the  United  States  may  be  more  efficient  for  the  purpose." 

No.  2. 

"Mr.  Adams  said  that  this  government  was  ready  to  listen  to  any  propositions  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  had  to  make ;  but  they  did  not  see  how  their  own  law  on  this  subject 
could  be  improved."  I  said,  **  that  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  similar  conclusion,  so  that  no 
further  proceedings  need  be  taken  at  present  on  this  subject." 

R.  P. 


*  JIfr.  Adamg  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  12,  1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  10th  instant, 
and  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  your  lordship  by  the  attorney  general,  in  reply  to  the 
remonstrance  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  adilress  to  you  on  the  24th  ultimo,  against  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  errors  affecting  the  position  of  mf  government,  in  his  speech  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  previous  evening. 
Ihave  read  that  statement  witn  the  attention  which  is  due  not  less  to  the  distinguished 

Position  of  that  eminent  individual,  than  to  my  own  personal  respect  for  his  high  character, 
f  I  have  unfortunately  failed  in  entirely  mastering  the  purport  of  nis  reasoning,  it  may,  per- 
haps, be  owing  to  my  own  inability  to  understand  the  necessity  for  any  at  all. 
The  question  which  it  was  my  intonticMi  to  propound  was  not  one  touching  any  class  of 
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opinions,  but  simply  naked  facts.    I  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  briefly  recapitulate  the 
conflicting^  statements. 
I  understood  the  attorney  general  substantially  to  affirm  : 

1.  That  her  Majesty's  government  had  voluntarily  initiated  a  proposition  to  the  govern- 
ment which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  to  amend  and  improve  the  provisions  of  the  British 
enlistment  law,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  United  States. 

2.  That  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  deterred  from  prosecuting  this  friendly  pur- 
pose entirely  by  the  cold  and  repulsive  manner  in  which  that  proposition  had  been  met  by 
the  United  States. 

The  necessary  inference  from  these  propositions,  if  well  founded  in  the  facts,  is,  that  the 
whole  respousibilily  for  any  failure  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  securing  from  Parliament 
greater  safeguards  against  the  abuse  of  neutrality  in  this  kingdom  devolves  on  the  United 
States.  r 

In  behalf  of  my  government,  I  have  only  respectfully  to  repeat  my  counter  statement,  to 
the  following  effect : 

1.  That  her  Majesty's  government,  so  far  as  any  knowledge  of  their  proceedings  was  com- 
municated to  me,  never  initiated  any  proposition  to  the  United  States  to  improve  the  legisla- 
tion against  abuses  of  neutrality  in  this  kingdom. 

2.  That  the  only  thing  done  was  a  suggestion  of  au  intention  to  make  such  a  proposal,  and 
that  was  elicited  by  a  demand  of  the  United  Statos  that  something  or  other  should  be  done. 
But  even  this  was  made  conditional  upon  their  consent  to  reciprocate  whatever  might  be 
subsequently  proposed  by  the  British,  and  concurred  in  by  the  United  States  government. 

3.  That  that  intention  was  definitely  abandoned  before  any  reply  from  the  United  States 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

So  far  as  the  statement  made  by  her  Majesty's  attorney  general  may  be  construed  to  cor- 
roborate the  preceding  averment  of  facts,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  my  satisfaction 
with  it  So  far  as  it  may  fall  short  of  admitting  them,  I  must  submit  that  the  way  to  prove 
the  truth  and  to  convict  me  of  error  is  still  open,  not  through  reasoning  so  much  as  by  an 
appeal  to  living  testimony.  I  shall  be  prepared  at  all  times,  very  cheermlly,  to  correct  any 
misapprehension  I  may  have  myself  fallen  into  of  these  facts,  so  far  as  they  may  involve  the 
course  of  other  parties,  provided  it  shall  be  made  plain  to  me  from  the  proper  authority. 

Meanwhile,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  insist  that  my  government  must  be  considered  as 
wholly  free  from  every  shadow  of  responsibility  for  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  abide  by  the  existing  legislation  as  a  sufficient  prevention  of  all  abuses  of  the  neutrality  of 
the  realm. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ^c,  8fc.,  8^c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1172.]  Legation  op  thk  United  States, 

London^  March  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  desire  expressed  in  a  private  note  to  me,  I  called 
to  see  Lord  Clarendon  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  instant,  when  he  announced  him- 
self prepared  to  resume  the  conversation  held  on  the  5th  instant,  a  report  of 
which  1  made  to  you  in  my  despatch  No.  1165. 

The  substance  of  his  observationsi  drawn  from  an  examination  of  the  papers 
in  the  Home  Office,  was  to  the  effect  that  the  government,  whilst  obliged  to  take 
^very  measure  which  the  aggravated  nature  of  the  circumstances  demanded  to 
secure  the  public  safety  in  Ireland,  was  yet  ready  to  do  whatever  was  possi- 
ble not  to  make  it  press  upon  persons,  especially  aliens,  who  might  have  be- 
come involved  in  suspicion,  without  absolute  proof.  He  referred  to  the  claims 
made  by  Mr.  West,  the  consul,  in  behalf  of  certain  individuals  as  native  Amer- 
icans, and  expressed  a  doubt  from  contrary  evidence  in  their  hands  whether,  at 
least  in  some  of  the  cases,  the  fact  was  made  out.  He  spoke  with  some  sensi- 
bility of  the  very  friendly  manner  in  which  the  correspondence  had  been  con- 
ducted, and  assured  me  that  it  would  be  fully  met  in  the  same  spirit.  With 
regard  to  the  claims  made  in  behalf  of  naturalized  Irishmen,  he  said  that  there 
was  here  an  opposition  in  the  law  between  the  two  countries  which  was  not  to 
be  reconciled.    He  intimated  that  the  process  of  naturalization  was  susceptible 
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of  abuse  in  America,  which  might,  if  it  were  recognized  as  valid,  have  the  effect 
of  paralyzing  all  their  measures  to  suppress  the  disaffection.  As  it  was,  what 
remained  of  it  was  clearly  traceable  to  the  support  it  got  from  money  and  men 
sent  from  the  other  side.  Hence,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  concessions 
in  these  cases. 

I  replied  to  this  by  explaining  to  him  the  nature  of  the  obstacles  existing  in 
America  to  that  facility  of  naturalization  to  which  he  had  alluded.  There  might 
be  some  abuse  of  the  process,  and  even  some  fraud ;  but  after  all,  the  law  re- 
<juired  certain  previous  conditions  of  time  from  the  date  of  the  preliminary 
declaration,  which  were  generally  fulfilled.  J  did  not,  therefore,  think  that 
there  was  so  much  danger  of  abuse  as  he  imagined.  For  the  rest,  I  had  no 
disposition  to  encourage  false  claims.  To  that  end  I  had  directed  Mr.  West  to 
take  every  precaution  in  verifying,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  allegation  of  nativity 
by  requiring  details  of  time,  place,  and  circumstance.  Furthermore,  in  regard 
to  naturalization,  I  had  also  required  satisfactory  evidence,  which,  as  Mr.  West 
had  wi'itten  to  me,  had  been  furnished  him  only  in  a  very  small  number  of 
cases.  Hence,  I  infer  that  most  of  the  persons  arrested  must  remain  outside 
of  my  limit  of  interference.  But  even  in  all  the  admitted  cases,  if  the  govern- 
ment had  in  its  hands  the  proofs  of  complicity  with  designs  to  overthrow  the 
established  law,  I  should  feel  myself  obliged,  on  the  production  of  them  to  me, 
to  desist  from  urgency  in  regard  to  them.  We  had  experienced  so  much  an- 
noyance from  action  of  the  same  kind  by  the  subjects  of  foreign  states,  who 
sympathized  with  and  aided  the  rebellion,  and  whom  we  had  been  compelled  to 
arrest  and  detain  »in  the  same  way,  that  I  was  not  inclined  to  give  any  sanction 
to  such  conduct  anywhere.  My  efforts  would  bo  confined  to  those  cases  in 
which  there  was  mere  suspicion,  or  at  most  feeble  evidence,  of  actual  evil  intent. 
Surely,  in  such  instances  it  was  no  object  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  per- 
severe.in  holding  them,  especially  if  the  parties  should  prove  willing,  in  the  event 
of  liberation,  to  pass  without  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction.  Of  course,  I  could 
make  no  guarantee  as  to  what  they  would  or  would  not  do  in  that  event.  The 
choice  might,  however,  be  left  to  them,  if  the  case  should  seem  to  require  it. 

His  lordship,  without  absolutely  committing  himself  in  words,  gave  me  gen- 
erally to  understand  that  the  government  would  cheerfully  co-operate  in  every 
effort  to  facilitate  an  arrangement  of  all  such  cases.  He  asked  me  whether  I 
desired  to  have  the  subject  now  put  in  writing  between  us,  or  should  1  prefer  to 
wait  a  liftle  while,  letting  things  go  on  as  at  present.  I  replied  Ihat  I  was  not 
yet  quite  prepared  for  the  former  course.  The  consul  was  still  busy  getting  up 
his  evidence  in  the  respective  cases.  Whenever  the  report  I  expected  from  him 
should  arrive,  I  would  then  make  a  representation  in  writing.  To  this  his  lord- 
ship would  probably  consent  to  give  me  a  reply.  After  the  receipt  of  that,  I 
should  make  the  proper  official  report  to  my  government,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing full  instructions  as  to  the  future.  Thus  far  it  was  to  be  understood  that  I 
had  been  acting  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  without  being  .possessed  of  the 
views  of  my  government.  So  soon  as  they  should  be  communicated  to  me  I 
should  take  an  eai-ly  opportunity  to  let  him  know  what  they  were. 
I  have  the  honor  Co  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1711.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  20, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  and  attentively  read  your  interesting  despatch  of  the  2d 
instant,  No.  1 163.  You  relate  to  me  therein  the  opinions  entertained  hy  a  certain 
class  concerning  the  growth  of  Fenianiem  in  this  country  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  check  its  progress  in  Ireland.  My  attention 
is  attracted  to  the  distinction  which  is  made  by  officers  engaged  in  suppressing 
the  inovement  between  American  citizens  and  her  Majesty's  Irish  subjects,  but 
before  treating  of  the  contents  of  your  communication  I  shall  await  the  arrival  of 
more  information  of  the  proceedings  in  Ireland  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  ]\Ir.  Adams. 

No.  1712.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  1st  instant.  No.  1161,  and  its  ac- 
companiments. It  informs  me  of  the  proceeding  which  you  adopted  to  remove 
any  erroneous  impression  which  might  arise  from  the  statement  made  by  Sir 
Boundell  Palmer  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States  to  accede  to  a  proposition  for  the  revisal  of  their  foreign  enlist- 
ment act.  It  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  that  you  have  performed 
promptly  and  with  ability  an  important  duty  in  correcting  the  misstatement  of 
the  attorney  general,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  further  remark 
in  approval  of  your  thoughtfulness  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  5^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1714  ]  Department  op  State. 

Washingtony  March  20,  1866. 
Sir  :  For  your  information,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  instant, 
from  Mr.  Charles  Haffaer,  in  regard  to  the  complicity  of  Mr,  David  Partridge, 
of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  in  the  Rappahannock  affair.  The  letter  sufficiently 
explains  itself,  and  seems  to  call  for  no  comment  from  this  department.  I  have 
placed  it  in  your  hands  in  order  that  you  may  make  use  of  its  contents,  should 
occasion  require. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  S^. 


Mr.  Haffner  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  VmciNiA, 

March  17,  1866. 

HoNOlfED  Sir  :  It  is  with  much  reluctance  that  I  presume  to  trespass  upon  your  attention, 
and  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

From  the  petulant  manner  that  the  Eaik  of  Clarendon  has  closed  the  correspondence  re- 
specting United  States  claims  for  depredations  by  the  Alabama  with  Mr.  Adams,  I  would 
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hnmbljr  call  your  attention  to  one  important  item  connected  with  the  Rappahannock  aflfair^ 
in  Sheerness  duck-yard,  wliicb,  in  my  humble  judgement,  should  be  urged  against  the  English 
government. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  (for  I  traced  it  out  myself,)  that  David  Partridge,  the  assistan  t 
chief  engineer  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  came  down  to  Sheemess  dock-yard,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  24th  of  November,  18(>3,  and  steamed  the  Rappahannock  out  of  Sheemess  har- 
bor, at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  as  far  as  the  Nore,  and  then  returned  in  the  tug  that  towed 
her  out  I  minutely  sent  this  statement,  with  the  names  of  the  witnessing  parties,  to  Mr. 
Aforse,  the  consul  in  London,  who  had  it  formally  sent  to  the  admiralty  solicitor  at  Chatham, 
who  duly  forwarded  it  in  the  depositions  to  the  chief  solicitor  at  the  admiralty  in  London, 
but  (would  yuu  believe  it?)  had  it  expunged,  thus  stifling  a  very  important  piece  of  evidence 
against  Rumble  and  the  dock-yard  officials  at  Sheemess. 

1  hope,  honored  sir,  you  will  see  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner  the  United  ^tates 
was  trifled  with. 

In  a  collaterial  point  of  view,  I  would  just  call  your  attention  to  another  fact. 

Rumble  had  two  effective  scouts  in  Sheemess  dock-yard,  named  Jacob  Parkes  and  Alfred 
Oysten,  the  former  a  leading  man  in  the  fitting  shop,  the  latter  a  draughtsman  in  said  de- 
partment. It  is  matter  of  record,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Morse,  the  game  that  these  vile  men 
played  in  stultifying  witnesses,  &c.,  &c.,  who  were  to  give  evidence  against  Rumble. 

Well,  after-Rumble's  acquittal,  these  men  got  promoted  to  higher  situations,  Parkes  being 

{>romoted  to  Malta,  and  Oysten  to  a  foreman's  situation  in  Sheemess  Steam  Factory — doubt- 
ess  as  rewards  for  their  zeal  in  Rumble's  defence.  And  now,  honored  sir,  Mr.  Morse  can  sup- 
ply you  with  corroborations  of  what  I  have  stated  to  you  respecting  the  share  that  David 
Partridge,  the  assistant  chief  en^neer  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  took  in  the  Rappahannock 
afiair,  and  chief  admiralty  solicitor  at  Whitehall  expunging  such  damaging  evidence  from 
the  depositions.  My  only  apology  for  thus  intruding  upon  you  is  simply  because  I  am 
grieved  at  the  summary  manner  Earl  Clarendon  has  disposed  of  Mr.  Adams;  and,  again,  lest 
you  might  not  have  known  about  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Partridge. 
I  am,  honored  sir,  with  much  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  HAFFNER, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1717.]  State  Department, 

Washington,  March  22,  1866. 

Sir:  a  despatch,  No.  145,  has  been  received  from . William  .B.  West,  esq.. 
United  States  consul  at  Dublin,  from  which  it  appears  that  he,  on  the  20th  of 
February  last,  opened  a  correspondence  with  her  Majesty's  attorney  general  for 
Ireland.  In  that  correspondence  he  set  forth  the  fact  that  a  lart^e  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  recently  been  arrested  and  thrown  into 
prison  in  Ireland,  without  any  information  against  them,  or  the  slightest  allega- 
tion of  their  guilt.  That  many  alleged  cases  of  great  hardship  and  unjustifi- 
able harshness  have  been  brought  before  the  consul,  in  the  execution  of  the  law 
by  which  the  habeas  corpus  act  was  suddenly  suspended  in  that  country.  That 
in  other  cases  American  citizens  may  be  impiisoned,  who,  although  there  may 
be  some  grounds  of  suspicion  against  them,  are  nevertheless  free  from  complicity 
in  any  designs  against  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  realm. 

Upon  these  statements  the  consul  would  think  it  his  duty  to  report  to  this 
government  all  cases  of  arrest  of  American  citizens,  with  a  view  that  proper  pro- 
ceedings might  be  taken  for  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  their  arrest  and  de- 
tention. 

In  reply  to  this  note  the  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutenant  informed  the  consul 
that  he  would  be  expected  by  his  excellency  to  furnish  him  with  the  names  of 
such  American  citizens  as  he  had  referred  to,  and  to  state  any  facts  tending  to 
establish  their  innocence  of  the  treasonable  designs  of  which  they  are  suspected. 

It  was  further  stated  by  the  secretary  that  directions  have  been  given  by  the 
lord  lieutenant  for  ^n  investigation  into  the  cases  of  all  subjects  or  cit^ens  of 
foreign  states  who  have  been  arrested,  with  a  view  to  their  liberation,  if  the 
circumstances  rendered  it  possible.  ^ 

On  the  2l8t  of  February  the  co"h8ul  replied  to  the  under-Becretary  of  tbe  lord 
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lieutenant  that  he  had  been  refused  permission  to  visit  certain  prisoners,  under- 
stood to  be  American  citizens,  who  were  detained  at  Kilmainham,  although  he 
had  been  permitted  to  see  others  who  were  charged  with  treason  and  felony. 

On  the  22d  of  February  the  same  under-secretary  wrote  to  the  consul  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  lord  lieutenant  to  give  to  the  consul  a  general  permis- 
sion to  visit  the  prisoners,  but  no  impediment  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
their  communicating  in  writing. 

The  secretary  further  stated  that  permission  would  be  given  to  the  consul  to 
see  any  prisoner  who  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  not  a  subject  of  the  Queen. 

Oif  the  24th  of  February  the  consul  wrote  to  the  secretary  that  two  gentle- 
men, named  John  H.  Gleason  and  Joseph  Gleason,  were  then  prisoners  in  the 
Neuagh  jail,  who  had  documentary  proof  of  their  being  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  naturalization.  In  regard  to  these  persons  the  consul  asked  to  be 
furnished  with  copies  of  any  information  that  might  have  been  sworn  against 
them  to  justify  their  arrest. 

In  the  same  letter  the  consul  asked  of  the  lord  lieutenant  permission  to  visit 
Bernard  McDermott,  who  i^^as  a  prisoner  in  Kilmainham  jail,  and  who  also  was 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  appeared  by  documents  of  naturalization. 

On  the  27th  of  February  the  consul  again  wrote  to  the  secretary,  begging 
leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  the  cases  of  Michael  O'Brien 
and  Michael  Duffy,  who  were  confined  in  the  Kilmainham  jail,  and  whose  evidence 
of  United  States  citizenship  was  then  before  the  consul ;  and  in  their  behalf  the 
consul  asked  permission  to  visit  them,  and  also  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  or  information  upon  which  they  were  deprived  of  their  liberty. 

On  the  28th  of  February  the  secretary  communicated  to  the  consul  the  answer 
of  the  lord  lieutenant,  which  is  this : 

"  John  H.  and  Joseph  Gleason  and  Bernard  McDermott  are  Irish-born  sub- 
jects of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and,  notwithstanding  any  course  which  they 
may  have  pursued  in  the  United  States  of  America,  they  still  in  Ireland  must 
be  regarded  as  ordinary  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  bound  by  the  allegiance  which 
they  owe  to  their  sovereign,  and  they  must  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  Ilis  ex- 
cellency cannot  recognize  any  right  on  his  part,  or  on  the  part  of  the  consul,  as 
consul  of  the  United  States,  to  interfere  in  respect  to  the  prisoners  intrusted  to 
his  care,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  well  understood  that  there  is  a  conflict  between  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  as 
expounded  by  her  legal  authorities,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  understood 
by  this  government,  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  naturalization.  It  is  understood 
that  the  British  government  has  not  heretofore  conceded  that  a  native  subject  of 
the  British  realm  divests  himself  of  his  allegiance  by  renouncing  that  allegiance, 
and  transferring  his  allegiance  under  our  laws  to  the  tfnited  States.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  has  been  no  reservation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  regard 
to  the  principle  that  the  process  of  naturalization  in  this  country  completely  ab- 
solves the  person  eomplying  with  it  from  foreign  allegiance,  whoever  may  have 
been  his  sovereign,  and  invests  him  with  the  right  equally  with  native-born 
citizens  to  such  protection  and  care  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  as 
it  call,  in  confoimity  with  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,  extend  over  him, 
wherever  he  may  sojourn,  whether  in  the  land  of  his  nativity  or  in  any  other 
foreign  country.  Of  course  the  United  States  do  not  claim  or  hold  that  any 
such  naturalized  citizen,  when  transiently  travelling  or  sojourning  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  period  in  a  foreign  country,  can  refuse  submission  to  the  sovereign 
authority  and  obedience  to  the  laws  in  the  country  of  his  temporary  residence. 
All  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  passing  through  or  dwelling  in  foreign 
countries,  owe  obedience  and  submission  to  the  laws  of  those  countries. 

Hitherto  each  party  has  adhered  to. its  own  position  in  this  conflict  of  laws; 
bat,  through  what  may  be  deemed  to  have  been  a  fortunate  continuance  of  peace 
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and  prudence,  it  has  happened  that  occasions  for  collision  npon  the  question  in 
debate  have  not  arisen.  Indeed,  it  has  seemed  to  be  passing  within  the  domain 
of  those  disputes  which,  in  process  of  time,  become  harmless  abstractions. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  conflict,  however,  it  is  one  which,  when  once 
practically  raised,  finds  a  friendly  adjustment  only  by  concession  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  or  both,  in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  or  of  mutual  legislation,  or  through 
some  form  of  arbitrament.  The  answer  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  the  American 
consul,  it  it  shall  be  adopted  by  her  Majesty's  government,  must  bring  the  ques- 
tion up  for  immediate  solution.  The  lord  lieutenant  admits  the  right  of  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  to  visit  and  lend  good  offices  to  the  prisoner  tinder 
arrest  upon  a  charge  of  treason,  where  he  is  a  native-bom  citizen  of  the  Illiited 
States.  The  lord  lieutenant  denies  the  same  privileges  to  the  consul  in  the 
case  of  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  who  has  been  naturalized  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  But  he  concedes  to  the  consul  the  privilege  of  corresponding 
with  the  accused  in  both  cases. 

It  will  hardly  be  necessary  to  inform  her  Majesty's  government  that  among 
these  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  whose  behalf  the  good  offices 
of  this  government  are  thus  discriminated  against' by  the  lord  lieutenant,  are 
some  who  have  borne  arms  in  the  defence  of  the  United  States  in  a  war  with 
public  enemies.  Her  Majesty's  government  can  conceive  how  impossible  it 
would  be  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  agree  to  a  denial  or  abridg- 
ment of  their  right  to  extend  to  them  the  same  natural  protection  and  care  which 
the  United  States  extend  to  native-born  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  similar 
cases. 

Practically  there  would  seem  to  be  no  sufficient  ground  for  the  discrimination. 
Why  should  not  the  consul  be  allowed  to  visit  an  accused  party  with  whom  he 
is  allowed  to  correspond  ?  Why  should  not  the  United  States  consul  be  allowed 
to  use  his  good  offices  in  having  the  claim  of  the  offender,  based  upon  his  natu- 
ralization in  the  United  States,  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  judiciary  of 
Great  Britain  1  What  danger  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  can  be 
apprehended  from  allowing  the  right  of  visitation  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in  the 
other?  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  in  one  case,  equally  with  the 
other,  responsible  for  the  good  faith  and  loyal  conduct  of  the  consul. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances,  the  insisting,  by  the  British  government, 
upon  the  discrimination  mentioned,  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  manifesting  a 
willingness  to  join  issue  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
main  question  involved  in  the  conflict.  What  advantage  would  result  from  this 
precipitancy,  and  would  it  serve  to  disarm,  or  weaken,  or  disperse  the  class  of 
persons  who  are  understood  to  be  seeking  to  produce  sedition  and  civil  war  in 
Ireland,  to  have  it  known  that  a  serious  debate  has  arisen  upon  it  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  without  any  good  prospect  of  a  peaceful  and 
friendly  settlement?  It  is  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  consider  whether 
the  occasion  which  brings  up  the  question  is  the  most  suitable  one,  and  whether 
the  present  time  is  the  very  conjuncture  which  ought  to  be  chosen  for  joining 
that  issue ;  or  whether  some  other  occasion  and  time  might  not  be  more  conven- 
ient for  treating  the  question,  upon  a  good  hope  of  its  adjustment 

You  will  submit  these  views  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  ask  for  the  decision 
of  her  Majesty's  government  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient.  In  doing 
so  you  will,  in  a  most  respectable  manner,  give  his  lordship  to  understand  that 
the  United  States  will  find  themselves  eniirely  unable  to  acquiesce  in  the  course 
which  is  indicated  by  the  lord  lieutenant's  decision  in  the  case  of  John  H.  and 
Joseph  Gleason  and  other  Briiish-bom  but  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

You  may  use  this  despatch  either  openly  or  confidentially,  as  you  think  best. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,    . 

WILLIAM,  J^(§EWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Eiq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfn.  '^ 
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Mr*  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1174.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  22,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  from  1696  to  1704,  inclusive. 

Little  has  happened  worthy  of  note  this  week.  Parliament  will  adjourn  to- 
morrow for  the  Easter  holidays,  which  are  extended  this  year  rather  longer  than 
usual.  Meanwhile  the  supply  bills  have  been  advanced  through  their  respective 
stages  to  such  a  point  that  their  passage  is  a  matter  of  course  at  any  time.  The 
struggle  on  the  ministerial  measure  of  reform  will  take  place  immediately  on  the 
reassembling  of  the  bodies.  Great  doubt  has  been  thrown  on  its  success  by  an 
announcement  of  a  motion  by  Lord  Grosvenor,  the  son  and  heir  of  the  West- 
minster title  and  estates,  which,  if  it  prevails,  must  inevitably  overturn  the  gov* 
emment.  Coming  from  that  quarter,  the  issue  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as 
doubtful.  This  opens  up  a  prospect  of  a  popular  agitation  more  serious  and 
lasting  than  has  taken  place  in  this  country  for  near  half  a  century. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G, 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1718.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  number  1164,  has  been  received.  At 
the  present  moment  discussion  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of 
the  international  questions  which  arose  during  the  war  of  the  insurrection  here, 
baa  little  practical  effect.  The  changing  condition  of  states  will  bring  those 
questions  again  prominently  into  view  at  no  very  distant  period.  Then  it  will 
be  all-important  that  the  record  of  the  country  shall  be  found  complete  and  sat- 
isfactory. 

Your  correction  of  the  attorney  general's  late  misstatement  in  debate  will  then 
be  appreciated  at  its  just  value.  I  will  take  care  that  it  shall,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  correctly  published  here. 

The  suggestion  has  been  often  made  among  us  that  it  would  be  wise  to  adopt 
the  British  practice  of  bringing  members  of  the  cabinet  into  Congress.  I  con- 
fess that  when  I  recollect  how  unfortunate  for  the  real  interests,  equally  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Great  Britain,  were  certain  speeches  which  were  made  in 
Parliament  during  the  war  (as  it  now  seems,  without  any  necessity)  by  Earl  Rus- 
sell, by  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  by  the  attorney  general,  I  think  that  it  is  doubtful 
whether  our  Constitution  could  be  improved  in  that  respect. 

Neither  has  Great  Britain  a  wound,  or  the  scar  of  a  wound,  which  during  that 
trying  period  was  inflicted  by  any  words  unnecessarily  spoken  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  nor  have  the  United  States  a  wound,  or  the  scar  of  a  wound, 
which  was  made  by  any  words  unnecessarily  spoken  by  the  Queen.  The  re- 
sult of  this  reflection  seems  to  be,  that  when  the  governments  speak  to  or  of  each 
other,  it  is  important  that  their  words  should  be  duly  considered,  and  not  pas- 
sionately or  impulsively  uttered. 

I  am,  sir,  ;^onr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^Ic 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1719.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1866. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  8th  of  March,  No.  1165,  has  been  received.  In 
that  paper  you  give  me  an  account  of  a  preliminarj  conversation  with  Lord 
Clarendon  upon  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  arrested  and  held  in  duress  in  Ireland.  All  that  you  have  said  and  done 
in  that  respect  is  approved. 

In  a  despatch,  No.  1717,  which  will  go  out  simultaneously  with  this  ac- 
knowledgment, you  have  the  well-considered  views  of  this  government  upon 
that  interesting  subject.  That  despatch  was  prepared  before  your  communi- 
cation was  received. 

I  have  nothing  now  to  add  to  it  except  to  say,  for  your  own  information,  or 
for  such  use  as  you  may  think  proper,  that  in  my  judgment  the  question  of  a 
possible  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  Great  Britain  or  her  provinces  has  as  yet 
taken  no  serious  aspect.  It  may  acquire  some,  and  even  great,  importance  from 
an  error  which  shall  be  committed  now  in  regard  to  what  in  itself  is  merely  an 
exciting  incident. 

Lord  Clarendon  having  opened  to  you  the  subject  of  the  Fenian  proceedings 
in  this  country,  you  are  now  put  at  liberty  to  make  known  to  him  what  has 
heretofore  been  written  to  you  from  this  department  on  the  same  subject  under 
reservations  of  confidence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adarns, 

No.  1721.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  25,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  addressed  by  the  United  States  consul 
general  at  Havana  to  this  department,  relative  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
AMcans  that  were  found  upon  an  uninhabited  part  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  near 
Cape  San  Antonio,  by  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Neptune,  and  who  were  brought 
by  that  vessel  into  the  port  of  Havana. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc* 


Mr,  Minor  to  Mr,  Stward, 

No.  183.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  March  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  commanicate  to  the  Department  of  State  that  on  Satarday,  the 
lOth  instant,  the  Spanish  steamer  of  war  Neptune  broufi^ht  into  this  port  275  Africans  that 
were  picked  up  on  an  uninhabited  part  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  on  the  western  part  thereof, 
near  Cape  San  Antonio. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  these  Africans  were  broujfht  by  some  late  slave  expeditiop  firom 
Africa.  There  are  a  great  many  rumors  with  reference  to  the  matter,  but  as  yet  I  have  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  their  truth.  As  soon  as  the  particulars  are  learned,  I  will 
communicate  them  to  the  Department  of  State. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  T.  MINOR, 

Unittd  States  Consul  OenermL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward.  ^         ,,    (^ r\r\c^\c> 

Suretary  of  State,  Wastdngton,  D,  C.  ^'9'^'^^^  ^^  ^OO^  IL 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1723.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  26,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  from 
Mr.  Garrett  Commerford,  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  the  improper 
arrest  and  confinement  of  his  son,  an  American  citizen,*  in  the  Kilmainham  jail 
at  Duhlin,  by  the  police  of  that  city,  upon  a  suspicion  of  being  connected  with 
the  Fenian  movement  in  Ireland. 

I  will  thank  you  to  bring  this  case  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  request  that  young  Commerford,  if  still  detained,  may  either  be  re- 
leased, or  that  this  government  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  reasons  which 
are  considered  sufficient  to  justify  his  continued  detention,  as  well  as  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  was  originally  arrested. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq  ,  4^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Commerford  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Lowell,  Masfachusetts, 

Mtrch  20,  1866. 
Sm :  The  undersigned,  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  the  United  States,  would  most 
respectfully  represent  that  his  son,  John  A.  Commerford,  a  citizen  of  Lowell,  and  of  the 
United  States,  in  company  with  him,  sailed  in  Novemher  last  for  Ireland,  on  a  visit  to  our 
kindred  and  relatives,  intending  to  return  in  February  last ;  that  our  return  tickets  were 
secured  before  leaving  New  York ;  that  my  son  was  not  connected  with  the  Fenian  movements 
in  the  United  States,  nor  was  he  complicated  with  them  while  in  Ireland,  as  appears  from 
the  affidavits  connected  herewith,  and  to  the  import  of  which  you  are  respectfully  referred. 

And  I  further  state  that  my  son,  about  the  middle  of  February  last,  was  seized  by  the 
British  authorities  in  Dublin,  and  lodged  in  the  Kilmainham  jail  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
held,  and  still  is  held,  a  close  prisoner  without  law  or  right 

Wherefore  I  pray  you  to  interpose  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  demand  the  release  of  my  son,  John  A.  Commerford,  from  confinement. 

And  I  pray  you  that  this  may  be  speedily  done,  that  he  may  return  to  his  own  country  and 
home. 

GARRETT  COMMERFORD. 
Hon.  WiLLiAAi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Attest:  A.  R.  BROWN. 


I,  Garrett  Commerford,  of  Lowell,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  oath  say,  that  I  have  resided  in  said  Lowell 
rising  thirty  years ;  that  since  I  have  resided  in  Lowell,  I  had  a  son,  John  A.  Commerford, 
born  to  me,  now  twenty -eight  years  of  a^e,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  (Tnited  States.  He  served 
three  years  in  the  3d  Massachusetts  cavalry ;  when  discharged,  he  held  a  commission  as  cap- 
tain and  major  b^  brevet. 

On  the  1  Jth  ot  November  last,  in  company  with  myself,  he  sailed  for  Ireland,  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  our  connections  on  that  side  of  the  water.  I  was  with  my  son  a  large 
part  of  the  time  while  in  Ireland.  We  had  about  completed  our  visit,  and  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  retarn  to  Massachusetts,  and  our  passage  tickets  had  been  both  secured.  On  about 
the  17th  of  February  last,  my  son  John  was  arrested  by  the  police  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
(Ireland,)  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  now  remains  incarcerated  in  the  Kilmainham  jail. 

And  I  further  certify  that  my  purpose,  ^nd  my  son's  purpose,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowl- 
edge or  belief,  or  suspicion  even,  was  solely  to  visit  our  friends  in  the  old  country. 

My  son,  Captain  John  A.  Commerford,  was  not  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Fenian 
movement  in  this  country,  before  he  sailed  for  Ireland.  He  was  not  a  delegate  to  the  order 
there,  nor  did  he  sail  with  any  purpose  to  connect  himself  with  it  there,  or  to  hinder  or  ob- 
atruct  the  British  government  in  its  authoritv  over  the  Irish  people.  He^was,  therefore, 
illegally  arrested,  and  is  illegally  restrained  of  his  liberty.  gitized  by  va 
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And  I  farther  certify  that  I  sailed  for  New  York  on  the  first  day  of  March;  instant,  and 
arrived  in  Lowell  on  Friday  last ;  and  my  son  would  have  been  with  me,  had  he  not  been 
arrested. 

And  I  farther  certify  that  both  of  our  return  tickets  were  purchased  in  New  York  before 
we  started ;  and  that  the  said  John  was  not  connected  with  the  Fenian  agitation  in  Ireland 
while  he*  remuned  there,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  belief. 

GARRETT  COMMERFORD. 

March  20,  J  866. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  MiddleMex  county,  bb  : 

Then  personally  appeared  Gkurett  Commerford,  whom  I  certifv  to  be  a  credible  and  re- 
spectable person,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  him  sub- 
scVibed  before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  hand  and  official  seal  notarial,  at  my 
office  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  in  said  county,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  to  wit,  March  20, 
1866 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  A.  ALGER,  Notary  Public. 


I,  John  Lennon,  of  Lowell,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  oath  say,  that  I  know  Captain  John  A.  Commerford,  of 
said  Lowell ;  he  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine.  He  served  three  years  in  the  3d  Massachusetts 
cavalry.  In  November  last  he  sailed  for  Ireland,  in  company  with  his  father,  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  They  both  went  to  Ireland  solely  for  the  purpose  of  a  visit  to  their  relatives 
and  friends  there. 

Captain  Commerford  was  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Fenian  organization  here  be- 
fore ne  left,  and  did  not  go  with  any  intent  to  connect  himself  with  the  movement  in  Ireland. 
I  knew  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  father  and  son  both  to  return  to  this  country  in  the  month 
of  February,  and  I  understood  he  had  purchased  his  return  tickets  in  New  York  before  he 
sailed.  I  received  letters  iirom  him,  and  read  others  written  while  be  was  absent,  and  there 
was  nothing  in  them  indicating  that  he  was  interesting  himself  in  anythiug  bat  his  visit  and 
travels,  and  nothing  tended  to  show  he  was  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Fenian  agitation 
in  Ireland. 

JOHN  LENNON. 

March  20,  1866. 
CoBfMONWEALTU  OP  MASSACHUSETTS,  Middlesex  county f  bb  : 

Then  personally  appeared  John  Lennon,  whom  I  certify  to  be  a  respectable  and  credible 
person,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  him  subscribed  before 
me. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal  notarial,  at  my  office  in 
the  city  of  Lowell,  in  said  county,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  A.  ALGER,  Notary  Public, 


I,  Mathew  Donovan,  of  Lowell,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  on  oath  say,  that  I  know  John  A.  Commerford,  of  Lowell. 

I  started  with  him  and  his  father,  in  November,  A.  D.  1865,  to  visit  our  friends  in  Ireland.  < 
His  object  was  solely  to  see  and  visit  his  father's  relatives,  intending  to  return  in  February 
or  March.     I  was  with  Mr.  Commeiford  in  Ireland,  up  to  the  25th  of  Deeomber  last,  and  I 
know  he  was  not  connected  with  the  Fenian  organization  while  I  was  there,  or  in  any  way 
a  promoter  of  that  a^tation,  up  to  that  period. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Commerford  was  not  connected  with  that  organization  here,  and  was 
not  a  delegate  or  representative  of  the  subject-matters  discussed  by  them. 

Had  Mr.  Commerford  not  been  arrested,  he  would  have  returned  before  this,  as  he  had  pur- 
chased a  return  ticket  in  New  York,  before  he  started  from  the  United  States. 

MATHEW  DONOVAN. 

March  20,  1866. 
Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts,  Middlesex  county,  ss  : 

Then  personally  appeared  Mathew  Donovan,  whom  I  certify  to  be  a  respectable  and  credi- 
ble person,  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  him  subscribed, 
before  me. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  hand  and  official  seal  notarial,  at  my  office 
iu  the  city  of  Lowell,  in  said  county,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

[SEAL.]  EDWIN  A.  AJ.G|jR(2olflry  PublU. 
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Mr.  Mar  an- to  Mr.  Seward. 

Separate.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  29,  1866. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Adams,  who  is  out  of  town  for  a  few  days,  directs  me  to  transmit 
to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Clarendon  to  him,  of  the  24th 
instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  its  enclosure  of  the  21dt,  from  Sir  Roandell 
Palmer  to  his  lordship,  relative  to  the  statements  made  hy  him  lately  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  with  reference  to  the  question  of  amending  the  foreign  en- 
listment acts  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  MORAN, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  24,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  forwarded  to  the  attorney  general  your  further  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to 
the  statements  made  by  that  gentleman  in  the  House  of  Cmmons  with  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  amending  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  this  country  and  the  United  States ;  and  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  further  statement  which  the  attorney  general 
has  made  to  me  by  way  of  rejoinder  to  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor,  «&^,  &.C.,  &c., 

CLARENDON.' 
Charles  FRANas  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.^  8fc.,  S^c. 


Extract  from  her  Majesty's  Attorney  GeneraVs  report,  dated  March  21,  1866. 

Mr.  Adams  *8  letter  of  the  12th  instant  calls  for  little  further  obserrations  on  my  part. 

If  Mr.  Adams  understood  me  **  suba^nually  to  affirm"  the  two  propositions  embodied  in 
this  letter,  all  I  can  say  is  that  he  misunderstood  me.  I  stated  (as  is  the  truth)  that  her 
Majesty's  government  ^Voluntarily  initiated  a  proposition"  to  the  United  States  government 
not  **  to  amend  the  provisions  of  the  British  foreign  enlistment  law  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,"  but  that  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  both  countries  should  be  revised  with 
a  view  to  their  simultaneous  amendment,  if,  after  mutual  communication,  such  amendments 
should  appear  to  the  two  governments  to  be  practicable  and  desirable. 

I  further  stated  the  answer,  which  was  in  fact  given  by  the  Unitisd  States  government  to 
that  overture,  describing  it  (and  I  think  truly)  as  one  which  did  not  encourage  her  Majesty's 
government  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter*  and  as  one  which,  if  the  matter  had  been  carried 
further,  might  have  been  used  in  Parliament  as  an  argument  against  the  existence  of  any 
necessity  for  the  alteration  of  our  law.  But  I  did  not,  either  directly  or  *' substantially,"  ' 
,  affirm  that  **  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  deterred  from  prosecuting  this  friendly 
proposal  entirely  by  the  cold  and  repulsive  manner  in  which  that  proposition  had  been  mot 
by  the  United  States." 

I  disclaim  wholly  the  inference  which  Mr.  Adams  considers  to  follow  from  the  propositions 
which  he  attributes  to  me,  namely,  that  **the  whole  responsibility  for  any  failure  of  tier  Ma- 
jesty's government  in  securing  from  Parliament  greater  safeguards  against  the  abuse  of  neutral- 
ity m  this  kingdom  devolves  on  the  United  States."  Nothing  could  possibly  be  further  from  my 
mind  than  the  idea  ttiat  the  United  States  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  decision  of 
her  Majesty's  government  to  abide  by  and  enforce  the  existing  law  of  this  country.  It  is 
one  thing  to  attribute  (as  I  think  I  was  fully  justified  in  attributing)  considerable  practical 
importance  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  at  that  juncture, 
ihat  their  own  law  was  **  very  sufficient"  for  its  intended  purpose,  and  another  thing  to  say 
or  imply  that  because  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  United  States  her  Majesty's  government 
were  not  solely  and  exclusively  responbible  for  forming  and  acting  upon  a  similar  opinion  as 
to  the  law  of  this  country. 

The  only  other  statements  in  Mr.  Adams's  letter  which  seem  to  me  to  require  any  remark 
are  those  in  which  he  insists  that  the  only  thing  done  by  her  Majest)r's  government  was 
**if  sugffestion  cf  an  intention  to  nyike  a  proposal^''*  and  that  **  that  intention  was  definitively 
abandoned  before  any  leply  from  the  United  States  came  to  the  knowledge  of-her  Majesty's 
government."    .  gitized  by  vjOO* 
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I  am  surprised  that  Mr.  Adams,  who  speaks  so  much  in  this  letter  of  facts,  (as  opposed  to 
reasoDinfC.)  should  again  have  overlooked  the  fact  (proved  hy  the  passaf^e  of  Earl  RnsselPs 
letter  of  the  I9lh  December,  1862,  which  was  extracted  in  the  appendix  to  ray  former  re- 
marks) that  her  Miijesty's  p^overnment  did  not  merely  "sugp^st  an  intention  to  make  a  pro- 
posal," but  expressly  invited  snpgestions  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which 
they  failed  to  obtain.  Upon  the  other  question,  whether  the  intention  conveyed  by  Earl 
Russell  had  been  '•definitively  abandoned"  before  the  answer  of  the  United  States  govern* 
ment  was  received,  Mr.  Adams  (unless  he  has  pome  private  information  not  discoverable  fi'om 
the  contemporaneous  documents,  and  which  has  never  been  communicated  to  me)  seems 
simply  to  confound  two  things  materially  different,  viz  : 

First.  An  opinion  arrived  at  by  the  cabinet  undfr  the  advice  of  the  lord  chancellor,  that 
reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  sufficiency  of  our  foreign  enlistment  act  for  its  intended  pur- 
pose ;  and, 

Second.  A  definitive  resolution  not  to  follow  np  the  overture  contained  in  Earl  RusselVs 
letter  of  the  19th  December,  1862.  I  do  not  find  m  the  documents  to  which  I  have  access 
that  any  such  resolution  had  been  taken,  in  or  out  of  the  cabinet,  before  Earl  Russell  learned 
from  Mr.  Adams  that  the  United  States  government  did  not  consider  their  own  foreign  en 
listment  act  to  require,  or  indeed  to  be  susceptible  of,  any  improvement. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1728.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  yonr  very  intereating  despatch  of  the  15th  of  March, 
No.  1167.  I  have  read  with  deep  interests  the  debates  which  have  occurred  ia 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  newly  proposed  reform  bill.  Whatever  diffi- 
cijilty  that  measure  may  encounter  in  Great  Britain,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will 
have  the  benefit,  whatever  the  weight  may  be,  of  a  moral  opinion  throughout 
the  world. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc,,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1729.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1866, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  you  despatch  of  the 

15th  of  March,  No.  1168,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  continuation  of 

^the  correspondence  between  yourself  and  Lord  Clarendon  on  the  subject  of  the 

extraordinary  speech. made  by  the  attorney  general  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 

23d  of  February,  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  President  is  very  well  satisfied  with  your  reply,  which  closes  the  dis- 
cussion in  a  manner  which  is  thought  equally  dignified  and  decisive. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^v.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1730.]         '  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  March,  No.  1172,  has  been  received.     It 
gives  an  account  of  a  conversation  which  you  held  on  the.  13th  instant  with 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC   COBRESPONbENCB,  95 

Lord  ClarendoD,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  questions  which  have  been  raised  upon 
the  arrest  of  American  citizens',  naturalized  as  well  as  native,  in  Ireland. 

The  friendly  spirit  manifested  by  Lord  Clarendon  in  that  conversation  is  ap- 
preciated. You  have  been  already  fully  and  distinctly  informed  of  the  views 
of  this  government,  and  it  is  supposed  you  will  by  this  time  have  made  them 
known  to  his  lordship. 

On  the  present  occasion,  therefore,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  three  remarks : 

First.  I  continue  under  the  conviction  that  the  United  States  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  modify  the  views  which  tiey  have  heretofore  expressed. 

Second.  That  any  parties  who  may  wish  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Great  Britain, 
either  at  home  or  in  the  provinces,  might  be  expected  to  build  high  hopes  largely 
upon  any  difficulties  which  should  incidentally  arise  between  that  country  and 
the  United  States  upon,  first,  tbe  naturalization  question,  and,  second,  upon 
questions  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  American  provinces, 
iiLcluding  among  those  questions  the  subject  of  the  fisheries. 

Third.  Delay  in  coming  to  a  reasonable  and  friendly  understanding  in  regard 
to  such  incidental  matters  would  probably  be  unpropitious. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francts  Adams,  Esq.,  4r.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1731.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  his  excellency 
Frederick  Smyth,  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  to  me,  in  regard  to 
the  improper  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  Ireland  by  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's 
government  of  Cornelius  Healy,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  suspicion 
of  being  engaged  in  the  Fenian  movement.  The  state  of  the  prisoner's  health 
seems  to  render  this  case  one  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  one  which  requires 
prompt  relief.  With  a  view  to  this  end  I  will  thank  you  to  bring  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  evidence  submitted  here- 
with is  not  considered  sufficient  to  warrant  her  Majesty's  government  in  releasing 
Mr.  Healy,  this  government  considers  it  desirable  to  become  acquainted  at  the 
earliest  convenient  moment  with  the  grounds  upon  which  any  justification  of  a 
continued  detention  of  the  prisoner  is  based. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

»  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Spc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Oovemor  Smyth  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

•     State  op  New  Hampshire,  Executive  Department, 

Concord,  March  20,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  Captain  Comelins  Healy,  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and  an 
officer  of  its  militia,  is  now  incarcerated  in  Ireland,  by  order  of  tbe  British  government,  upon 
the  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Feuian  movement. 

Captain  Healy  served  for  three  years  in  our  war  against  tbe  rebellion  as  captain  in  tbe  eig^btb 
regiment  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  and  won  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and  faithful  officer. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  broken  in  health  and  still  suffering  from  a  disease  contracted 
in  tbe  service,  ne  was  advised  by  his  physician  to  take  a  sea  voyage  to  Ireland,  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  favorably  influenre  the  aisease  under  which  he  was  suffering,  and  acting  upon 
the  suggestion,  he  started  for  that  country  a  few  mouths  since,  and,  as  I  understand,  jras 
seized  and  imprisoned  soon  after  his  arrival.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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It  is  quite  impossible  for  Captain  Healj,  in  his  present  condition,  to  endure  eyen  a  brief 
period  of  imprisonment  without  the  most  imminent  danger  of  serious  and  even  fatal  conse- 
quences, and  I  feel  it  my  dutj  to  urge  upon  you  the  utmost  importance  of  immediate  steps 
being  taken  by  our  government,  through  the  proper  officials,  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  British  authonties  with  a  yiew  to  his  early  discharge  and  liberation. 

Trusting  that  the  subject  will  receive  your  immediate  attention  and  appropriate  action,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  SMYTH, 

Governor  of  New  Hampshire, 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Manchester,  New  Hampshire, 

March,  1866. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  been  attending  physician  to  Cornelius  Healy,  late  captain  of 
the  eighth  regiment  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  U.  ^  A.,  in  which  service  he  contracted 
*'  remittent  fever,"  from  which  he  suffered  severely ;  so  much  so  as  to  impair  his  health^ 
the  extent  that  I  believed  a  sea  voyage  and  change  of  air  would  be  necessary  to  his  perfect 
recovery,  and  believing  such,  recommended  him  to  go  to  Ireland  for  the  benefit  of  his  neaHb. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  M.  D, 

March  16,  1866. 
State  op  New  Hampshire,  County  of  Hillsborough,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  John  Ferguson,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  certificate,  by  him 
subscribed,  is  true.    And  I  certify  that  said  Ferguson  is  a  physician  in  good  standing,  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire. 
Before  me : 

JOHN  T.  MOORE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Office  of  the  Probate  Court, 

March  16,  1866. 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  County  of  Hillsborough,  ss : 

I  hereby  certify  that  at  the  date  of  the  attestation  hereto,  annexed,  John  T.  Moore  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  in  the  said  State,  duly  commis- 
sioned and  constituted,  and  to  his  acts  and  attestations  as  such,  full  faith  and  credit  are  and 
ought  to  be  given  in  and  out  of  court ;  and  I  believe  the  signature  of  the  said  John  T.  Moore 
to  be  genuine. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  probate  court 
which  I  certify  to  be  a  court  of  record,  of  which  lam  the  judge,  duly  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned, at  the  date  above  written. 

[SEAL.]  DAVID  CROSS, 

Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Hillsborough  County,  N.  H. 


I,  John  Ferguson,  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  and  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  oath,  depose  and  sav  that  I  am  a  physician,  f||id  have  practiced  in  said  Manchester 
during  the  past  four  years  ;  that  I  was  surgeon  of  the  10th  regiment  New  Haoipshire  volun- 
teers trom  August,  1862,  to  August,  186:i;  that  I  am  and  have  been  well  acquainted  with 
Captain  Cornelius  Healy,  of  said  Manchester,  during  the  past  four  years  t  that  after  his 
resignation  as  captain  in  the  eighth  regiment  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  in  1867,  I 
was  his  attending  physician,  fie  was  sufi'ering  from  ''chills  and  fevers,'*  a  disease 
contracted  while  in  the  United  States  service,  and  all  other  means  having  failed  in  restoring 
him  to  health,  I  recommended  him  to  go  to  Ireland,  believing  that  a  change  of  climate  would 
be  beneficial  to  his  health.  He  accordingly  sailed  for  Ireland  in  the  autumn  of  1865.  It 
was  upon  a  certificate  of  ill  health,  given  by  me,  that  he  obtained  his  discharge  from  the  army. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  M.  D. 

State  of  New  Hampshire,  County  of  Hillsborough,  ss : ' 

Personally  appeared  the  above-named  John  Ferguson,  on  this  21st  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1866,  and  subscribed  and  made  oath  to  the  above  deposition.  I  further  certify  that  said  John 
Ferguson  is  a  physician  of  good  reputation,  in  said  Manchester,  and  all  representations  made 
by  him  are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal. 

[seal.]  DAVID  CROSS, 

S     2  cent     )  Judge  of  Probate  for  said  County  of  Hillsborough, 


DIPLOMATIC   COREESPONDENCB.  97 

PETITION. 

To  the  Honorable  Wiluam  H.  Seward  Secretary  of  State : 

B^pectfuUy  represent  the  undersigned  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  that  Captain  Corne- 
lius Healj,  of  Manchester,  in  said  State,  was  bom  in  Ireland  about  the  year  1835,  and  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  about  the  jear  1847,  settling  in  said  Manchester,  where  he  has 
since  resided;  that  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  elected  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  said  State ;  that  he  was  commissioned  as  first 
lieutenant,  and  afterwards  as  captain,  in  the  eighth  regiment  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  in 
which  regiment  he  served  with  distinction  from  1861  to  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  his  position  on  account  of  ill-health.  His  constitution  having  become  so 
impaired  as  to  render  his  restoration  to  heahh  doubtful,  he  was  advised  by  his  physician  to- 
visit  Ireland  for  its  benefit.  (Physician^s  certificate  enclosed.)  He  accordingly  sailed  for 
Ireland  in  the  autumn  of  1865. 

Accordingly,  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  belief,  he  was  arrested  at  Tralee,  in  the 
county  of  Kerry,  Ireland,  in  the  month  of  February,  1866,  by  the  British  authorities,  and 
thicown  into  prison,  where  he  now  is.  Believing  that  he  is  not  giulty  of  the  violation  of  any 
in|emational  law,  or  of  any  of  the  laws  of  Ireland  or  Qreat  Britain,  and  that  he  has  been 
unjustly  imprisoned,  and  is  now  unlawfully  held  in  confinement,  we  would  respectfully  pe- 
tition that  sudi  necessary  action  may  be  taken  in  his  case  as  will  secure  him  his  freedom  and 
a  speedy  vindication  of  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen. 

FREDERICK  SMYTH,  Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 

WILLIAM  G.  CLARKE,  Attorney  General  of  Newfiampshire. 

JOHN  HOSLEY,  Mayor  city  of  Manchester. 

H.  R.  CHAMBERLIN,  City  Treasurer  of  Manchester. 

JOSEPH  E.  BENNETT,  City  Clerk,  city  of  Manchester. 

SAMUEL  UETON,  Justice  of  Police  Court,  Manchester. 

D.  J.  CLARK,  Postmaster,  Manchester. 

E.  M.  TOPLIFF,  Associate  Justice  Police  Court,  Manchester. 
ISAAC  W.  SMITH,  Assessor  Internal  Revenue. 

JAMES  B.  STRAW,  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue. 

ISAAC  W.  FARMER,  Assistant  Assessor  Internal  Revenue. 

JOSEPH  NICHOLS,  Inspector  of  Tobacco,  Snuff,  and  Cigars. 

GEORGE  W.  MORRISON,  Attorney,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

WILLIAM  W.  BROWN,  late  Surgeon  7th  N.  H.  volunteers. 

E.  W.  HARRINGTON. 

W.  D.  BUCK,  M.  D. 

JAMES  S.  CHEENEY,  of  Cheeney  &.  Co.'s  Express. 

JOHN  G.  SINCLAIR. 

HERMAN  FOSTER,  Attorney  at  Law,  Manchester. 

L.  B.   CLOUGH,  Atomey  at  Law,  Manchester. 

HAWKES  FEARING,  late  Colonel  8th  N.  H.  volunteers. 

WILLIAM  R.  PATTEN,  late  Captain  11th  N.  H.  volunteers. 

GEORGE  H.  HUBBARD,  late  Captain  lOthN.H.  volunteers. 

C.  H.  HURLBURT,  Agent  C.  M.  &  L.  R.  R. 

C.  W.  STRAIN,  late  Captain  10th  N.  H.  volunteers. 

JESSE  F.  ANGEL,  late  Major  10th  N.  H.  volunteers. 

J.  C.  YOUNG. 

WALTER  CODY,  late  Lieutenant  3d  N.  H.  volunteers. 

DAVID  L.  STEVENS,  Deputy  Sheriff: 

JOSEPH  B.  CLARK,  Hillsborough  county. 

E.  S.  CUTTER,  City  Solicitor  of  Manchester. 

DAVID  CROSS,  Judge  of  Probate  for  HiUsborough  Co.,  N.  H. 

THOMAS  CONNOLLY,  late  Major  8th  N.  H.  volunteer  infantry. 

PHINEAS  ADAMS,  Agent  Stark  MUls,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

JOHN  KELLY,  late  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  and  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  V. 

ISAAC  WHITTEMORE. 

GEORGE  A.  BARNES. 

JOHN  COUGHUN,  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  10th  N.  H.  volunteers. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  1178.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  April  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  There  is  no  event  to  notice  daring  this  week,  which  has  been  one  of 
repose  for  the  holidays,  customarj  at  Easter,  unless  it  be  the  publication  infthe 
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newspapers  of  the  Queen's  letter  to  Mr.  Peabodj  in  acknowledgment  of  his  great 
benefaction  to  the  poor  industrious  classes  of  London.  This  mode  of  pro/ceed- 
ing  is  believed  to  be  unexampled  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign.  But  it  appears 
to  be  eminently  fitting  the  occasion^  and  cannot  but  be  an  agreeable  tribute  to 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  Mr.  Peabody,  unlike  most  architects  of 
their  own  fortunes,  devotes  his  latter  days  to  the  duty  of  distributing  what  he 
has  gathered  while  he  yet  lives.  It  is  understood  that  he  goes  to  Jonerica  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  among  his  own  countrymen  the  work  he  has  com- 
menced on  this  side  among  Englishmen.  Thus  he  proposes  to  himself  the  novel 
and  honorable  purpose  among  philanthropists  of  earning  by  his  munificence  the 
gratitude  of  millions  of  future  generations  of  the  human  race,  equally  in  both 
hemispheres. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1737.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  very  suggestive  letter  from  Mr.  Richard  D. 
Cutts,  who,  perhaps  you  are  aware,  was  employed  as  surveyor  for  marking,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  fishery  limits  under  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
Mr.  Cutts's  long  familiarity  with  that  subject  practically  and  theoretically  entitles 
his  suggestions  to  respect. 

It  is  desirable  to  avoid  any  collision  or  misunderstanding  with  Great  Britain 
on  the  subject  growing  out  of  the  termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  With 
this  view  I  enclose  a  draught  of  a  protocol,  which  you  may  propose  to  Lord  Clar- 
endon for  a  temporary  regulation  of  the  matter.  If  he  should  agree  to  it  it  may 
be  signed.  When  signed  it  is  desirable  that  the  instructions  referred  to  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  should  at  once  be  despatched  by  the  British  government. 

As  the  fishing  season  is  at  hand,  the  collisions  which  might  be  apprehended 
may  occur  when  that  season  advances. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  CtUts  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  For  a  fall  nnderstanding  of  the  differences  which  now  exist  in  re^rd  to  the  rights 
which  belong  to  American  fishermen,  in  the  seas  bordering  the  British  North  American  col- 
onies, it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  treaties  and  ne^tiations  which  preceded  the  convention 
of  1818,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  fisheries. 

DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OP  PEACE,   1783. 

Article  3.  **It  is  ^gpreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  continue  to  enjor, 
unmolested,  the  right  to  take  fish  of  any  kind  on  the  Qrand  Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  banks 
of  Newfoundland ;  also  in  the  Gulf  of  8t.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  sea  where 
the  inhabitanta  of  both  countries  used  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fish ;  and,  also,  that  they 
shall  have  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  such  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  as 
British  fishermen  shall  use,  but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on  that  island  -,  and  also  on  the 
coasts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America." 

In  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  terminating  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  no^llusion  waa  made 
to  the  subject  of  the  fisheries.  ^  digitized  by  GoOglc 
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In  JuIt,  1815,  compUint  was  made  ihat  American  fishing  yessels,  eng^aged  in  the  cod-fish* 
ery  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  bad  been  ordered  away  by  a  British  sloop-of-war,  and  this 
act,  while  it  was  declared  to  be  totally  unauthorized  by  his  Majesty^s  iifovemment,  led  to  a 
cofTespondence  between  our  minister  at  London  (John  Quincy  Adams)  and  Lord  Batburst, 
in  which  the  Umted  States  adhered  to  the  right  and  liberty  of  fishing  as  secured  by  the 
treaty  of  17^  on  the  ground  that  those  rights  and  liberties  were  not  grants  from  the  king, 
but  Uie  permanent  results  of  a  partition  of  rights  at  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  two 
countries,  and  contended,  thererore,  that  they  could  not  be  impaired  by  a  state  of  war.  Ou 
the  other  side  it  was  asserted  that  while  the  right  described  in  the  treaty  may  noi  have  been 
impaired,  the  ** liberties**  were  a  concession  dependent  on  the  treaty,  and  as  the  treaty  was 
abrogated  by  the  war,  so  also  were  the  "liberties.** 

CONVENTION  OP  1818. 

At  the  third  conference  held  between  the  American  and  Bntish  plenipotentiaries — Messrs. 
Gallatin  and  Rush  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Gouldburn  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain — the  former  presented  a  proposition  in  regard  to  the  fisheries  in 
almost  the  identical  language  of  the  first  article  of  the  convention,  afterwards  adopted,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  liberty  of  fishing  therein  described  should  be  considered  as  a  per- 
manent rights  ana  not  to  be  abrogated  b^  the  merefaet  of  a  war  between  the  two  parties. 

At  the  fifth  conference  a  counter  project  was  submitted  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  not 
materially  differing  from  the  above,  except  that  the  renunciatory  clause  was  omitted,  and  the 
following  paragranh  added : 

^  And  in  order  tne  more  effectually  to  guard  against  smuggling,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  Sie  said  fishery  to  have  on  board  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise  whatever,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  fishery, 
a  support  of  the  fishermen  while  engaged  therein,  or  in  the  prosecution  of  their  voyages  to 
•  and  from  the  said  fishing  grounds.  Alid  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  shall  contra- 
vene this  regulation  may  be  seized,  condenmed,  and  confiscated,  together  with  her  cargo.** 
In  regard  to  this  paragraph,  and  to  another  referring  to  fishing  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
Messrs.  Grallatin  and  Rush  presented  the  following  remarks : 

*'  Whatever  extent  of  fishing  ground  may  be  secured  to  American  fishermen,  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  are  not  prepared  to  accept  it  on  a  tenure  or  on  conditions  different  from  those 
on  which  the  whole  has  been  heretofore  held.  Their  instructions  did  not  anticipate  that  any 
new  terms  or  restrictions  should  be  annexed,  as  none  were  suggested  in  the  proposals  made 
h^  Mr.  Bagot  to  the  American  government.  The  clauses  forbidding  the  spreading  of  nets,  and 
making  vessels  liable  to  confiscation,  in  case  any  articles  not  wanted  for  carrying  on  the  fishery 
shouldoe  found  on  board,  are  of  that  description,  and  would  expose  the  fishetmen  to  endless 
vexations," 

At  the  seventh  conference,  held  on  the  13th  October,  1818,  the  British  plenipotentiaries  sub- 
mitted-a  second  counter  project,  conforming  with  the  views  and  free  from  the  obligations  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Oallatin  and  Rush,  and  this  project  being  agreed  to  constituted  the  1st  article 
of  the  convention,  as  follows : 

*'  Vniereas  differences  have  arisen  respecting  the  liberty  claimed  by  the  United  States  for 
the  inhabitants  thereof  to  take,  dry,  and  cure  fish  on  certain  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks 
of  hie  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  it  is  agreed  between  the  high  coutracting 
parties  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  United  States  shall  have  forever,  in  common  with  the 
enhjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  that  part  of  the 
sonthem  coast  of  Newfoundland  which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to  the  Ramea  islands ;  on  the 
western  and  northern  coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  said  Cape  Ray  to  the  Quirpon  islands ; 
on  the  shores  of  the  Magdalen  islands,  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  from 
Mount  Oolv,  on  the  southern  coast  of  Labrador,  and  through  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and  thence 
northwardly,  indefinitely,  along  the  coast,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  any  of  the  exclu- 
sive rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  also  have 
liberty  forever  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  the 
sonthem  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  here  above  described,  and  of  the  coast  of  Labra- 
dor. But,  so  soon  as  the  same  or  any  portion  thereof  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  any  such  portion  so  settled,  without  previous 
a^^reement  for  such  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  possessors  of  the  ground ; 
and  the  United  States  nereby  renounce  forever  any  liberty  heretotore  enjoyed  or  claimed  by 
the  inhabitants  thereof  to  take,  dry,  or  cure  fish  within  three  marine  miles  of  any  of  the 
coasts,  bays,  creeks,  or  harbors  of  his  Britannic  Mi^est/*s  dominions  in  America,  not  included 
within  the  above-mentioned  limits:  Provided,  however,  That  the  American  fishermen  shall  be 
aidmitted  to  enter  such  bays  or  harbors  for  tne  purpose  of  shelter,  and  of  repairing  damages 
theism*  o^  purchasing  wood,  and  of  obtaining  water,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.. 
Bat  they  shall  be  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  their  taking,  dry- 
US',  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  abusing  the  privileges  hereby  reserved 
o  them." 
The  differences  which  have  heretofore  arisen  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain 
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tonebing  tbe  exercise  of  the  riehts  and  liberties  secured  to  American  fishermen,  may  be 
classed  under  two  principal  beads : 

J .  As  to  the  construction  of  the  renunciatory  clause  of  the  conyention. 

Under  this  clause  Great  Britain  has  contended  that  no  American  fishermen  have  the  rifrfat 
to  fish  within  three  marine  miles  of  the  entrance  to  any  "bay,"  which,  "  from  its  geographi- 
cal position,  may  be  properly  considered  as  included  within  the  British  possessions,"  and  that 
the  entrance  to  such  bay  must  be  designated  by  a  line  drawn  from  headland  to  headland. 
In  support  of  this  construction  it  has  been  urged  that  "  if  the  conyention  was  intended  to  stip- 
ulate simply  that  American  fishermen  should  not  take  fish  within  three  miles  of  the  coasty 
there  was  no  occasion  for  using  the  word  bay  at  all,  but  the  proyiso  at  the  end  of  the  article 
shows  that  the  word  *bay'  was  used  designedly,  for  it  is  expressly  stated  in  that  proviso  that, 
under  certain  circumstances,  the  American  fishermen  can  enter  bays^  by  which  is  eyidently 
meant  that  they  may,  under  these  circumstances,  pass  the  sea-line  which  forms  the  entrance 
to  the  bay." 

According  to  this  construction,  so  undefined  and  indefinite,  the  bays  of  Fundy  and  Cha- 
leur,  or  any  extent  of  the  sea  lying  between  distant  headlands,  may  bo  reserved,  under  the 
name  of  bay,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  British  fishermen. 

Tbe  United  States  are  firmly  opposed  to  such  a  construction,  believing  it  to  be  totally  nn- 
anthorized  by  the  language  or  intention  of  the  convention,  or  by  the  right  acquired  by  usage. 
In  the  opinion  of  this  government,  repeatedly  announced  at  different  periods,  the  American 
fishermen  have  a  clear  right  to  the  use  of  the  fishing  grounds  lying  off  the  provincial  coasts, 
whether  in  the  main  ocean  or  in  the  inland  seas,  provided  they  do  not  approach  within  three 
marine  miles  of  such  coasts,  or  of  the  entrance  to  any  bay,  creek,  or  harbor  not  more  than  six 
miles  in  width;  and  to  such  ba3*8  only  does  the  renunciatory  clause  in  the  first  article  apply. 
They  object  to  the  British  construction  on  the  ground  that,  if  such  arms  of  the  sea  as  the 
bays  of  Fundy  and  Chaleur,  or  such  curves  in  the  coast  as  the  bay  of  Miramichi,  or  such  part 
of  the  sea  included  between  headlands  as  the  wide  indentation  on  the  coast  of  Cape  Breton 
lying  between  Cape  North  and  Cape  Percy,  were  the  "bays"  renounced,  there  would  be  an 
inconsistency,  if  not  a  clear  contradiction  in  the  very  next  sentence  of  the  article,  which  au- 
thorizes American  fishermen  "  to  enter  such  bays  for  the  purpose  of  shelter  and  of  repairing 
damages."  It  can  hardly  be  contented  that  "shelter"  can  be  obtained  in  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
an  arm  of  the  sea  forty  miles  wide  and  one  hundred  in  length,  or  that  either  shelter,  wood,  or 
water  can  be  obtained,  or  damages  repaired,  in  the  curve  of  the  coast  between  the  heaidUmdi  of 
St  Escumenac  and  Blackland  Point,  designated  on  the  chart  as  the  bay  of  Miramichi.  It  is 
objected  to,  also,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  permit  the  drawing  of  lines  anywhere  in  the 
gulf  or  on  the  coast  from  headland  to  headland,  any  one  of  which  could  me  made  to  embrace, 
at  one  sweep,  many  bays,  creeks,  and  harbors,  besides  a  portion  of  the  high  seas,  and  from 
which  the  American  iishermen  could  be  kept  an  indefinite  distance,  and  be  thereby  driven 
from  the  fishing  grounds. 

Moreover,  it  is  oelieved  that  while  the  British  construction  is  not  necessary  to.  secure  to  the 
.people  of  the  provinces  the  in-shore  fisheries,  or  to  protect  their  rights  of  property,  or  their 
territorial  jurisdiction,  all  of  which  are  amply  secured  by  the  three  marine  miles  restriction, 
it  would  materially  restrict  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  which  we  possessed  before  the 
Bevolution,  which  was  acknowledged  in  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  which  was  not  af- 
fected by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  wTiich,  according  to  the  decision  of  Great  Britain,  expressed 
in  the  correspondence  which  preceded  the  convention,  was  not  abrogated  by  the  war  of  1812. 
.That  right  is  "  to  take  fish"  of  any  kind  "  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places 
in  the  sea  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fish."  No 
construction  liable  to  such  indefinite  extension  or  application  can  be  correct  or  be  allowed. 

In  1B45  her  Majesty's  government  receded  from  the  above  position,  so  far  as  the  bay  of 
Fundy  is  concerned,  and  from  that  date  our  right  of  fishery  in  that  bay  has  not  been  a  matter 
of  dispute.  It  is  now  open  to  American  fishermen,  to  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
more  open  sea ;  provided,  however,  that  they  do  not  take  fish  within  three  marine  miles  of  the 
coasts  or  of  the  entrance  to  any  bay,  creek,  or  harbor  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick, 
between  which  two  provinces  that  arm  of  the  sea  extends. 

2.  As  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  colonies  to  prevent  the  privileges  of  shelter,  &c., 
from  being  abused  by  American  fishermen. 

The  fishermen  of  me  United  States  are  frequently  compelled  by  rough  weather,  or  by  inju- 
ries to  their  vessels  received  in  a  gale,  or  in  consequence  of  collision  or  other  accident,  to 
seek  the  nearest  port  for  shelter  and  repairs.  And  it  is  also  necessary  at  stated  intervals, 
while  they  are  engaged  during  the  summer  and  fall  in  following  their  avocation,  that  they 
should  take  on  board  a  resupply  of  wood  and  water;  and  for  either  of  these  pmrposes  thej 
have  the  right,  so  long  as  the  convention  continues  in  force,  to  resort  to  the  bays  and  harbors 
of  the  different  provinces. 

Some  of  the  colonial  laws,  especially  those  of  Nova  Scotia,  enacted  to  prevent  the  abuse  of 
these  privileges,  are  of  such  a  stringent  character  as  to  almost  annul  the  right,  or  make  it  at 
least  hazardous  for  American  fishermen  to  attempt  to  enioy  it.  Seizures  are  made  on  the 
slightest  suspicion,  or  on  false  pretences  or  charges ;  heavy  bonds  are  required  before  suit  can 
be  instituted  to  recover;  the  owner  of  the  vessel  must  brine^  the  charge,  and,  if  unsuccewfolt 
he  is  mulcted  in  treble  costs,  besides  the  loss  of  vessel  and  eargo.  ^^ 
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In  tbis  connection  it  most  be  borne  in  mind  tbat  a  proposition  was  made  to  introduce  into 
the  convention  a  stipulation  tbat  **it  shall  not  be  lawful  tor  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  the  said  fishery,  to  have  on  board  an^  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatever, 
except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  fishery  or  support  of  the  fisher- 
men." &^c,  and  that  this  proposed  stipulation  having  been  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Gallatin 
and  Rush,  on  the  ground  that  it  "  would  expose  our  fishermen  to  endless  vexatious,'*  it  was 
withdrawn  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  controversy  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
as  to  the  limits  of  our  right  of  fishery  on  the  provincial  coasts,  and  such  the  severe  restric- 
tions, amounting  almost  to  prohibition,  on  the  privilege  of  entering  bays  and  harbors  for  shel- 
ter, wood,  or  water,  previous  to  1854,  the  date  of  the  late  reciprocity  treaty  with  Great 
Britain.  That  treaty  having  expired  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  the  American  fishermen  must 
fall  back  upon  their  rights,  as  thus  explained,  and  as  heretofore  enjoyed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  D.  CUTTS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State* 


PROTOCOL. 

Whereas  in  the  Ist  article  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britaiil, 
concluded  and  signed  in  London  on  the  20th  of  October,  1H18,  it  was  declared  that  'Uhe 
United  States  hereby  renounce  forever  any  liberty  heretofore  enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the 
inhabitants  thereof  to  take,  dry,  or  cure  fish  on  or  within  three  manne  miles  of  any  of  the 
coasts,  bays,  creeks  or  harbors  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America  not  in- 
cluded within  certain  limits  heretofore  mentioned  :'*  and  whereas  differences  have  arisen  in 
regard  to  the  extent  of  the  above-mentioned  renunciation,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  being  equally  desirous  of  avoiding  fur- 
ther misunderstandiuj^,  have  asreed  to  appoint,  and  do  hereby  authorize  the  appointment  of 
a  mixed  commission  lor  the  following  purposes,  namely : 

1.  To  agree  upon  and  defiue  bv  a  series  of  lines  the  limits  which  shall  separate  the  exclu- 
sive from  the  common  right  of  fisning  on  the  coasts  and  in  the  seas  adjacent  of  the  British 
North  American  colonies,  in  conformity  with  the  Ist  article  of  the  convention  of  1818;  the 
said  lines  to  be  regularly  numbered,  duly  described,  and  also  clearly  marked  on  charts  pre- 
pared  in  duplicate  for  the  purpose. 

2.  To  agree  upon  and  establish  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States  the  privilege  of  entering  bays  and  harbors  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shelter  and  of  repairing  damages  therein,  of  purchasing  wood,  and  of  obtaining  water, 
and  to  a^ree  upon  and  establish  such  restrictions  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  thepnvilege  reserved  by  said  convention  to  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States. 

3.  To  agree  upon  and  recommend  the  penalties  to  be  adjudged,  and  such  proceedings  and 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  necessanr  to  secure  a  speedy  trial  and  judj^raent  with  as  little  expense 
as  possible,  for  the  violators  of  rights  and  the  transgressors  oi  the  limits  and  restrictions 
which  may  be  hereby  adopted. 

Provided,  however,  that  the  limits,  restrictions,  and  regulations  which  mav  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  said  commission  shall  not  be  final,  nor  have  any  effect,  until  so  jointly  confirmed  and 
declared  by  the  United  States  and  her  Miyesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  either  by  treaty 
or  by  laws,  mutually  acknowledged  and  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

Pending  a  definitive  arrangement  on  the  subject,  the  United  States  government  engages  to 
give  all  proper  orders  to  officers  in  its  employment,  and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government 
engages  to  instruct  the  proper  colonial  or  other  British  officers  to  abstain  from  uostile  acts 
against  British  and  United  States  fishermen  respectively. 


Mr,  Adorns  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1179.]  Legation  op  the  United  Status, 

London,  April  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
numbered  from  1715  to  1723,  with  the  exception  of  number  1721. 

The  reassembling  of  Pailiament  is  the  signal  for  the  marshalling  of  the  con- 
tending forces  in  the  expected  straggle  about  the  extension  of  the  franchise.  In 
the  interral  made  bj  the  Easter  holidaTS  material  dianges  have  happened  in  the 
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face  of  affairs  whicb  render  the  prospects  of  the  ministry  more  favorahle  than 
they  were.  The  popular  sentiment  has  heen  appealed  to  with  some  appearance 
of  success.  The  declarations  made  hy  Mr.  Gladstone  in  his  speeches  at  Liver- 
pool leave  little  alternative  to  the  liberal  members  but  to  accept  the  situation  or 
to  risk  an  appeal  to  the  constituency,  with  slight  hope  of  the  permanency  of 
any  conservative  cabinet  which  might  be  organized  out  of  a  new  Parliament. 
The  change  of  temper  has  been  made  visible  in  the  very  strong  rally  of  the 
party  at  the  call  of  Lord  Russell,  and  in  the  return  to  the  fold  of  roost  of  the 
wavering  and  fainthearted.  There  is  now  little  doubt  entertained  that  the  bill 
will  not  he  defeated  on  a  direct  vote.  The  tactics  of  the  disaffected  must,  there- 
fore, be  directed  to  the  object  through  these  forms  of  legislative  proceeding, 
which  so  often  in  public  assemblies  reach  the  same  result  by  circuitous  means. 

Whatever  may  be  the  immediate  result,  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that 
the  conservative  party,  which  had  for  a  time  gathered  a  little  adventitious 
strength  from  the  struggle  in  America,  has  now  lost  that  advantage,  and  shows 
itself  at  last  in  its  true  diminished  proportions.  The  disappearance  of  Lord 
Palmerston  from  the  scene,  and  the  final  assumption  of  a  new  proposition  by  Mr. 
Gladstone,  render  the  progress  of  the  country  one  stage  more  towards  a  popular 
form  of  government  tolerably  certain.  Much  as  the  aristrocracy  reluct  against 
this  tendency,  it  is  inevitable,  provided  the  condition  of  the  United  States  gives 
no  ground  for  exciting  fictitious  alarm  among  the  middle  classes,  which  really 
hold  the  balance  of  power.  The  operation  of  this  influence  is  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, any  more  than  the  fact  that  the  popular  impression,  made  by  the  issue  of 
the  war,  has  given  it  accumulated  force.  Mr.  Gladstone,  has  given  expression 
to  this  idea  in  his  speech  at  Liverpool,  in  a  striking  way.  I  do  not  thus  far  find 
that  any  individual  makes  his  appearance  on  the  opposite  side  at  all  equal  to 
resisting  this  tendency.  It  is  quite  certain  that  both  Mr.  Lowire  and  Mr.  Hors- 
man  have  greatly  overrated  their  strength  in  undertaking  it, 

I  shall  take  care  to  transmit  to  you  the  daily  report  of  the  Times  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaru, 

becretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  J  dams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1181.]  Legatoin  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  carry  out  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  despatches  Nos. 
1717,  1719,  and  1723,  I  asked  an  interview  with  Lord  Clarendon,  which  was 
granted  to  me  yesterday,  (Wednesday,)  at  3  o'clock. 

I  began  by  endeavoring  to  recall  to  his  memory  the  different  interviews  I 
had  bad  with  him  on  the  Fenian  disturbances,  and  the  precise  position  in  which 
the  matter  stood  at  each,  in  order  that  I  might  more  completely  fix  in  his  mind 
the  date  of  your  despatches.  This  done,  I  explained  the  relation  which  your 
No.  1709,  marked  confidential,  of  the  10th  of  March,  bore  to  the  conversations 
between  us,  and  the  events  that  have  since  taken  place,  as  also  the  reasons  "why 
you  had  directed  me  now  to  make  the  communication  of  that  paper  to  him.  All 
this  being  understood,  I  proceeded  to  read  it  to  him.  His  lordship  appeared  to 
be  much  gratified  by  its  contents,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  let  him  have  it  for  a 
short  time  to  show  confidentially  to  his  colleagues,  as  he  feared  he  might  not  be 
able  to  do  full  justice  to  its  terms  if  he  were  to  trust  only  to  his  memory.  I 
said  that  as  I  had  been  dhrected  to  make  the  communication  to^^nm,  it  seemed 
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to  me  quite  within  my  aathority  to  accede  t^  his  request.      I  did  so  with 
pleasure. 

I  then  remarked  that  there  was  still  the  latter  portion  of  our  transactions  on 
this  subject,  mj  report  of  which  had  not  reached  Mr.  Seward  at  the  latest  dates. 
This  embraced  the  assent  given  hj  his  lordship  to  the  general  policy  which  had 
been  suggested  as  expedient  to  regulate  the  cases  thaf;  might  arise  in  Ireland 
out  of  the  Fenian  disturbance.  I  had  perceived  that  it  had  already  been  carried 
out  in  part  by  the  liberation  of  several  of  the  persons  who  had  been  arrested. 
To  this  his  lordship  assented.  He  added  that  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  carry  out  this  purpose  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  consistently  with 
their  security.  I  said  I  was  very  glad  to  learn  this,  because  some  difficul- 
ties had  presented  themselves  to  Mr.  Seward  in  the  action  taken  by  the 
authorities  in  Ireland,  as  it  appeared  from  the  official  coiTespondence  with  the 
consul  in  Dublin,  which  might,  perhaps,  become  grave.  This  more  particu- 
larly related  to  the  distinction  made  between .  the  native  and  naturalized 
Americans  in  regard  to  the  degree  of  Mr.  West's  right  of  access  to  them.  I  then 
read  to  him  the  substance  of  your  despatch  No.  1717,  of  the  22d  of  March.  His 
lordship  then  went  into  some  reasoning  to  prove  that  the  government  could  not, 
consistently  with  their  theory  of  allegiance,  recognize  any  right  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  West  to  visit  the  naturalized  Irishmen.  Here  he  repeated  much  of  what 
he  had  said  in  our  earlier  conversation.  I  then  pointed  out  to  him  the  inexpe- 
diency of  raising  that  when  there  seemed  little  necessity  for  it  The  distinction 
made  in  these  cases  was  purely  invidious  and  embarrassing  to  my  government, 
without  doing  any  good  to  them.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  West  might  visit  native 
Americans,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  do  the  same  in  the  case  of  Irish-born 
naturalized  citizens.  Yet  he  was  permitted  to  correspond  with  these  last,  which 
virtually  conceded  the  point  of  communication.  Surely,  then,  the  question  be- 
came reduced  to  so  slight  a  difference  that  no  serious  principle  could  be  involved 
in  the  additional  concession.  If  he  could  write,  how  would  it  be  worse  that  he 
should  be  able  to  speak  to  these  people? 

His  lordship  apparently  saw  the  folly  of  this  distinction,  and  waived  further 
discussion  of  the  matter,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  with  an  intention  quietly  to  remove 
the  difficulty. 

I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  case  of  John  A.  Commerford,  embraced  in 
your  despatch  No.  1728,  of  the  2^th  March.  This  person  had  been  held  to  be 
an  Irish  naturalized  citizen,  at  Dublin.  Such  was  the  reply  to  Mr.  West's 
representation  in  his  case.  I  said  I  might  have  made  it  the  subject  of  a  note  in 
form,  but  I  preferred  on  the  whole  not  to  take  that  course,  at  least,  before  I 
had  mentioned  the  matter  to  his  lordship.  The  papers  connected  with  the  de- 
spatch seemed  to  me  pretty  well,  to  establish  the  fact  that  Mr.  Commerford  was  a 
native  American,  and  that  he  was  innocent  of  all  evil  intention ;  in  which  case 
I  strongly  hoped  that  he  mignt  be  released.  I  had  brought  copies  of  them, 
which  I  proposed  to  leave  with  his  lordship,  if  he  would  permit  me,  for  his 
consideration ;  and  I  hoped  that  if  they  produced  the  same  effect  on  him  that 
they  had  on  me,  there  would  be  no  further  obstacle  to  his  liberation.  His  lord- 
ship said  that  he  would  very  cheerfully  take  them,  and  send  them  to  Ireland  for 
the  consideration  of  the  authorities  there.  There  were  so  many  false  allegations 
made  by  the  prisoners  on  that  subject  that  much  suspicion  rested  on  the  accu- 
racy of  all  of  them.  He  did  not,  however,  doubt  that  if  n^y  impression  should 
prove  correct,  the  case  would  be  acted  upon  at  an  early  moment. 

There  was  some  other  general  conversation  upon  the  course  taken  towards 
the  government  at  Washington  in  the  present  difficulty.  His  lordship  intimated 
that  much  pressure  had  been  put  upon  members  of  the  cabinet  by  individuals 
in  both  houses  of  Parliament  to  bring  about  some  formal  remonstrances  with  us 
against  permitting  the  Fenian  demonstrations  to  go  uncensored.  The  propriety 
of  a  proclamation  by  the  President  was  suggested.    In  all  these  cases  he  had 
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distinctly  declared  his  policy,  which  was  to  abstain  from  any  application  to  the 
American  government  whatever.  There  had  not  been  a  line  written  to  Sir  Fred- 
erick Bruce  to  be  communicated.  So  long  as  no  hostile  act  was  attempted  in  any 
direction,  they  preferred  to  trust  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  government, 
without  embarrassing  them  by  complaints,  or  by  asking  for  measures  which 
might,  if  resorted  to,  do  more  harm  than  good.  In  the  present  condition  of  the 
movement  a  proclamation  might  be  seized  upon  by  the  agitators  as  a  pretext 
for  laying  the  defeat  of  their  schemes  to  that  cause,  and  relieving  themselves 
from  the  odium  of  their  failure.  I  said  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  was  clearly  the 
wisest  course.  The  Fenian  movement  seemed  to  me  to  have  no  root  in  the  soil 
in  America.  With  the  defeat  of  all  chance  in  Ireland  it  could  not  long  flourish 
there.  The  prisoners  were  now  all  anxious  to  compound  to  leave  the  island, 
if  they  could  only  be  released.  Thid  I  regarded  as  a  sign  of  complete  despair. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  agitation  could  not  be  much  longer  kept  up.  It 
was  better  to  let  it  meet  with  a  natural  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1182.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  April  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1723,  of  the  26th  of  March,  and 
with  my  No.  1181,  of  Thursday's  date,  relating  to  the  case  of  John  A.  Commer- 
ford,  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  by  a  private  note  received  from 
Lord  Clarendon  last  evening,  I  learn  that  he  has  been  released  by  the  author- 
ities at  Dublin,  on  condition  that  be  leaves  the  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1738.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  17,  1866. 
S!r  :  Referring  to  instruction  No.  1737,  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  relative 
to  the  fishery  question,  growing  out  of  the  termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty, 
I  now  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  this  department 
to  the  President,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  10th  instant,  requesting  information  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servimt, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^c,  Sfc, 


Department  of  State, 

WasHngUm,  AprU  12, 1866. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  lesolation  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  10th  instant,  in  the  following  words:  ^*  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  protect 
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the  rights  and  interests  of  American  citizens  in  the  fishing^  gronnds  aoDacent  to  the  British 
provinces,  and  whether  any  legislation  or  other  action  on  the  jMurt  of  Cong^ress  is,  in  his  judg- 
ment, necessary  to  secure  these  rights  and  interests,  in  consequence  of  the  abrogation  of  the 
reciprocity  treaty  of  1854" — has  the  honor  to  report :  * 

lliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has,  by  the  President's  direction,  taken  preparatorv  meas- 
ures for  sending  seasonably  a  naval  force  to  the  fishing  grounds  adjacent  to  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  which  force,  it  is  believed,  will  be  adequate  to  protect  the  rights  and 
interests  of  American  citizens  against  any  unlawful  violence. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  this  department  has  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  at 
present  no  good  gprounds  for  apprehending  any  collision  or  any  necessity  for  the  employment 
of  force. 

The  attention  of  the  President,  and  also  the  attention  of  her  Majesty*s  govemment,  has  been 
directed  to  the  question,  whether  negotiation  or  legislation  could  be  advantageously  employed 
in  adjusting;'  the  differences  which  nave  heretofore  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britam  concerning  the  fisheries.  The  measures  taken  in  that  regard  are  not  sufficiently 
matured  to  render  it  exigent  or  beneficial  to  suggest  any  form  of  special  action  by  Con- 
gress at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  President. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1183.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

London,  April  19, 1866. 
SiE:  I  haye  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  ^m  the  department 
numbered  1721,  and  from  1724  to  1731,  inclusive ;  likewise  a  set  of  the  second 
edition  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  from  1776  to  1789,  in  nine  volumes 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  number,  1721,  of  the  25th  of  March, 
I  have  communicated  to  Lord  Cliureudon  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Savage» 
which  came  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PfiANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  UNrrED  States, 

London,  April  16,  1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  hj  the  United  States 
consul  general  at  Havana,  in  the  island  of  Caha,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seward,  rel- 
ative to  a  certain  number  of  Africans  lately  foand  in  an  uninhabited  part  of  that  island,  and 
carried  into  Havana  by  the  Spanish  steamer  Neptuno.  I  am  instructed  to  lay  the  same  before 
your  lordship  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  govemment. 
I  V^7  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &,c,  dec. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.     ' 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  op  Clarendon,  ^c,  ^c,  8fc, 


Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  AprU  23,  1866. 

Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  endos- 
iDg  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  by  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Havana  to  Mr. 
Seward,  reporti^ff  that  the  Spanish  steamer  Neptuno  had  brought  into  that  port  275  Afri- 
cans, who  were  found  on  an  uniuhabited  part  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
quest that  }rou  will  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  the  thanks  of  her  Majesty's  govemment  for  this 
communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

„        .       .       .  Digitized  PI'AEENDQN. 

Obaslxs  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tte.,  4r«'>  tte.  ^ 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1184.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

*  London,  April  19,  1866. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  the  application  of  Governor  Smjth,  of  New  Hamp- 
ehire,  in  behalf  of  GomelinB  Healy,  transmitted  to  me  with  your  despatch  No. 
1731,  of  the  3d  of  April,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  individual  re- 
ferred to  was  discharged  on  the  representation  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  at 
Cork,  so  long  ago  as  the  7th  of  March  last,  on  the  condition  that  he  should  leave 
the  country. 

I  am  now  inclined  to  believe  that  little  further  difficulty  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  questions  involved  in  the  late  suspension  of  the  habeas  carpus  act  in 
Ireland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

No.  1186.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  19,  1866. 
SiE :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Ix)ndon  Times  of  the  18th  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  suit  against  the  steamers  Sumter 
and  Rappahannock.  I  presume  that  a  more  full  report  will  be  made  by  the 
professional  gentlemen  engaged  on  behalf  of  the  government,  through  Mr.  Dudley, 
the  consul  at  Liverpool,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gushing,  has  had  these  matters 
in  charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  the  Times,  April  18,  1866.] 

ADMIRALTY  COURT— April  17. 

{Before  the  Right  Honorable  Db.  Lushington.) 

the  GIBRALTAR,  OTHERWISE  SUMTBR. 

This  was  a  suit  on  behalf  of  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  plaintiffs 
*to  obtain  possession  of  this  vessel.  The  vessel  had  been  purchased  in  the  year  1861  by  the 
then  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  having  been  armed  and  other- 
wise equipped,  proceeded  to  sea  and  cmised  in  the  West  Indies  ana  elsewhere,  and  captured 
divers  vessels  belonfi^in^  to  subjects  of  the  United  States.  In  the  month  of  January,  1862, 
she  put  into  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  where  she  was  sold  to  Melchior  George  Elii^nder,  who 
subsequently  employed  her  in  running  the  blockade,  in  which  service  she  continued  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when,  having  put  into  Liverpool,  she  was  arrested  in  this  suit.  No  appear- 
ance had  been  entered  on  behalf  of  any  person  as  owner  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  plaintifb, 
and  the  usual  notices  having  been  gives,  the  court  was  now  moved  to  decree  possession  of 
her  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  admiralty  advocate,  Mr.  Brett,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Clarkson  appeared  on  behcdf  of 
the  plaintiffs. 

Tne  court  decreed  possession  as  moved. 

THE  BEATRICE,  OTHEBWISE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

A  similar  suit  has  also  been  instituted  against  this  vessel,  but  the  cause  is  defended,  and 
•till  undetermined,  and  shortly  after  its  institution  a  second  suit  was  commenced  to  obtain 
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payment  for  ropes  and  other  stipplies  furnisbed  to  tbe  vessel,  and  in  the  second  snit  the  de- 
fendants, the  American  government  (who  are  tbe  niaintifis  in  the  snit  for  possession)  had 
pleaded  substantially  the  same  idlegations  upon  wmch  they  rely  in  their  pleadings  in  the 
other  snit. 

Mr.  Pritcbard  moved  the  court  to  direct  that  as  there  were  in  effect  tbe  same  averments  in 
•  both  snits,  the  suit  for  necessaries  should  be  suspended  till  after  the  decisibn  in  the  previous 
cause. 

The  Admiralty  advocate,  Mr.  Brett,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  £.  C.  Clarkson,  appeared  in  opposition 
to  the  motion. 

The  court  was  of  opinion  that  inasmuch  as  the  application  was  opposed,  tbe  court  bad  no 
right  to  enforce  a  suspension  of  tbe  srrtt,  unless  such  a  course  were  required  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  wnich  could  scarcely  be  said  in  the  present  instance. 

Motion  refused. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

No.  1187.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tbe  debate  in  the  House  of  GommoDS  on  tbe  enfranchisement  bill  con- 
tinues, and  the  probabilities  now  are  that  it  will  not  terminate  before  the  latter 
part  of  next  week.  Meanwhile,  a  considerable  change  in  opinion  has  taken 
place  respecting  the  chances  of  its  passage.  The  defections  from  the  minis- 
terial side  are  becoming  more  and  more  marked.  It  is  even  doubted  whether 
the  amendment  of  Lord  Grosvenor  may  not  be  carried,  in  which  case  a  change  of 
the  government  will  immediately  follow.  But  should  this  danger  be  passed,  the 
fate  of  the  bill,  in  committee,  in  any  shape  that  the  ministry  can  adopt,  is  held 
to  be  certain.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  dissolution  of  Parliament  is  anticipated 
until  after  the  experiment  of  conducting  affairs  under  some  combination  or  other 
of  the  disaffected  materials  shall  have  had  full  opportunities  of  trial.  At  this 
moment  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  how  any  fusion  of  principles  can  be  made 
vrhich  will  long  stand  the  test  of  a  discussion  of  measures  quite  apart  from  the 
question  of  the  franchise.  Although  opinion  points  distinctly  to  the  Earl  of 
I)erby  as  the  nominal  chief,  the  expectation  seems  to  be  that  the  more  liberal 
ideas  of  his  son.  Lord  Stanley,  will  he  made  the  shield  under  which  the  recalci- 
trant whigs  will  have  an  opportunity  to  seek  protection  against  the  opposition  of 
Messrs.  Gladstone,  Bright,  and  the  rest  of  their  old  associates.  The  progress 
of  this  struggle,  as  it  has  a  bearing  upon  the  ultimate  form  to  be  assumed  by 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  interest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  (7. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1740.]^  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1866. 
Sir:  Mr.  M.  R.  Clark,  of  New  York,  on  the  16th  instant,  addressed  a  com- 
munication to  this  department,  relative  to  the  arrest  at  Dublin,  and  confinement 
in  Mountjoy,  of  his  son-in-law.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Burke,  who,  it  appears  from 
the  statements  accompanying  that  communication,  served  with  honorable  dis^ 
tinction  in  the  Union  army  during  the  rebellion.  On  the  same  authority  it  also 
appears  th&t  the  wife  of  Colonel  Burke  being  an  invalid,  the  attending  physi- 
cian recommended  a  sea  voyage  as  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  her  health  ; 
that  with  this  object  in  view  they  went  to  Ireland,  and  that  after  airiving  there 
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the  coloDel  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned with  the  Fenian  movement.  You  will  be  pleased  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  British  government  to  this  representation  of  the  case,  and  should  it  be 
found  to  be  correct,  it  is  not  doubted  that  his  release  will  be  promptly  granted. 
In  any  event  you  ¥rill  exercise  such  unofficial  good  offices  in  favor  of  Colonel 
Burke  as  may  in  your  judgment  be  warranted  by  the  merits  of  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4p^.,  Sfc.  ^ 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1742.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Ajtril  21,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  7th  instant, 
No.  1178,  upon  the  subject  of  the  action  of  the  Queen  with  reference  to  the 
liberality  extended  by  Mr.  Peabody  to  the  ppor  of  London. 

I  think  that  the  munificent  proceedings  of  Mr.  Peabody  will  illustrate  an 
honorable  fact  in  the  history  of  the  American  people,  namely,  that  they  are 
able  to  rise  above  unjust  and  injurious  jealousies  of  tne  British  nation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  fy:.,  London. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adarns. 

No.  1743.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  23,  1866. 

Sir:  At  the  instance  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Ellis,  her  Ma- 
jesty's  charg^  d'affaires  at  Paris,  in  a  note  of  December  19th  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 
states  that  her  Majesty's  board  of  treasury  will  be  prepared  to  receive  the  first 
instalment,  amountine  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  the  Simonoseki  in- 
demnity which  lias  been  paid  by  the  Japanese  government,  and  to  hold  it  in 
deposit,  subject  to  future  arrangements  as  to  its  distribution,  and  that  the  board 
Airther  propose  that  the  money  should  be  at  once  paid  into  the  commissariat 
chest  at  Yokohama,  in  which  case  an  equivalent  amount  in  sterling  will  be 
available  in  England,  distributed  among  the  powers,  and  that  he  has  been  in- 
structed to  propose  to  Mr.  Bigelow  that  the  money  should  be  remitted  to  Europe 
in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  board  of  treasury. 

At  the  instance  of  the  French  government,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  states,  in  a 
verbal  note  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  that  with  reference  to  the  Simonoseki  affair,  it  is 
stated  in  a  telegraphic  despatch,  dated  Shanghai,  December  8,  from  Sir  Henry 
Park,  that  the  Mikado  had  approved  the  treaties,  and  modificatfon  of  the 
tariffs  had  been  obtained ;  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Hiogo  was  again  guaran- 
teed, and  the  indemnity  was  to  be  punctually  paid. 

With  reference  to  a  division  of  the  indemnity,  a  proposition  of  the  Emperor's 
government  was  withdrawn,  it  appearing  that  the  British  cabinet  was  more  in 
uvor  of  an  equal  division  of  the  whole  of  the  indemnity  among  the  four  powers. 
The  government  of  the  Emperor  makes  no  difficulty  in  adopting  this  plan,  and 
is  rei^y,  should  this  system  of  division  be  adopted  also  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  to  apply  it  to  the  five  hundrea  thousand  dollars  already  paid 
in  by  the  Japanese  government,  as  the  first  instalment  of  their  indemnity. 
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On  the  12th  of  February  last  Mr.  Bigelow  was  informed  by  this  department 
that  the  proposal  was  concurred  in  by  the  Executive,  subject  to  the  constitu- 
tional approval  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was 
instmctea  to  regard  that  proposal  as  definitively  accepted  by  this  government. 

At  the  instance  of  the  British  government,  Lord  Cowley,  on  the  13th  ultimo, 
informed  Mr.  Bigelow  that  the  second  instalment  should  be  remitted  to  Europe 
in  conformity  with  the  arrangement  suggested  in  the  letter  which  Mr.  Ellis  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Bigelow  on  the  19th  of  December  last,  in  regard  to  the  first  pay- 
ment. 

The  treaty  having  never  been  ratified,  you  are  instructed  to  inform  Earl  Rus- 
sell of  your  authority  to  receive  the  share  of  the  instalments  already  paid  which 
is  due  to  this  government,  and  upon  its  receipt  by  you,  will  place  the  amount 
with  the  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  &  Company,  at  London,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1746.J  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  April  2/5,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  almost  total  cessation  of  the  African  slave  trade,  since  the  promul- 
gation of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of  the  7th  of 
April,  1862,  inspires  a  hope  that  perhaps  the  mere  existence  of  that  instru- 
ment may  be  enough  to  deter  those  wrong-doers  who  had  previously  engaged  in 
that  trade  from  undertaking  new  enterprises.  Subjects  of  Spain  or  Portugal, 
tempted  by  the  gains  which  resulted  from  furnishing  native  Africans  to  the 
planters  of  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico,  were  almost  the  only  parties  implicated  in  the 
traffic.  And  as  the  authorities  of  those  islands  seem  of  late  to  have  been  honest 
in  their  endeavors  to  comply  with  the  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain  with 
Spain,  by  which  it  was  agreed  to  put  an  end  to  it,  it  appears  to  be  now  worthy 
of  consideration  by  this  government  and  that  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  whether 
they  may  not  prudently  and  in  good  faith  adopt  measures  for  lessening  the  ex- 
pense consequent  upon  keeping  the  large  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and 
the  West  Indies,  whose  business  it  is  to  suppress  the  traffic.  Mr.  G.  V.  Fox,  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  about  to  visit  England,  and  as  he  is  familiar 
with  the  whole  subject,  it  is  suggested  that  you  present  him  to  Lord  Clarendon, 
in  order  that  there  may  be  an  informal  conference  in  regard  to  it. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^c.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1747.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  communication  of  the  21st  instant  from  Mr. 
Joshua  T.  Owen,  of  Philadelphia,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  improper  detention 
at  Dublin  of  Michael  Kirwan,  late  colonel  in  the  United  States  army,  by  the 
British  government.  I  will  thank  you  to  bring  the  case  to  the  attention  of  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  request  that  the  matter  may  be  investigated  with  a  view 
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either  to  the  release  of  Mr.  Kirwan  or  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances 
which  may  be  considered  sufficient  to  prolong  his  imprisonment  I  have  been 
hoping  for  an  answer  to  my  claim  upon  the  subject  of  naturalized  Irishmen. 
The  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and  the  delay  of  adjustment  is  regarded 
with  a  sense  of  coucem. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^., 


Mr,  (hptn  to  Mrl  Seward, 

Philadelphia,  April  2\,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  70a  the  enclosed  papers  and  statement  of  the  ^ev- 
ances  of  Colonel  Michael  Kirwan,  late  of  our  army,  and  to  ask  for  jour  interposition  m  his 
behalf  with  as  much  expedition  as  you  may  judge  the  eiscumstances  of  the  case  demand  at 
yo^r  hands. 

Statement. 

Colonel  Kirwan  served  with  distinction  in  the  cavalry,  havinj^  entered  the  service  originally 
as  a  private  iu  the  twenty-fourth  re^^iment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  which  I  commandea. 
In  January  last,  after  having  been  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
he  concluded  to  visit  Ireland,  his  native  countrv,  hoping  thereby  to  recuperate  his  health, 
which  had  been  much  impaired  by  his  arduous  duties  in  the  field.  Shortly  after  his  arriviu 
there  he  was  arrested  "by  the  British  government  and  thrown  into  prison,  where  he  has  re- 
mained ever  since.  He  knows  not  with  what  crime  he  is  charged,  and  although  he  has  for- 
mally applied  for  the  interference  of  the  Americim  consul,  he  has  thus  far  failed  to  obtain  his 
release,  the  authorities  claiming  thAt  he  is  a  British  subject. 

The  assumption  that  he  is  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  he  trof 
horn  in  Ireland,  But  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  document  herewith  enclosed  that  his 
father,  John  Kirwan,  was  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  the  39th  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1856,  white  his  son.  Colonel  Michael  Kirwan,  was  under  age,  (he  being 
but  twenty-nine  years  old  at  the  present  time, )  who,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  became  a  citizen  of 
the  same  upon  attaining  his  majority.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is,  therefore, 
I  committed  to  his  protection  a«  such,  and  in  honor  bound  to  claim  his  release  unless  he  has 
forfeited  its  protection  by  the  commission  of  some  crime.  He  emphatically  denies  that  he 
has  committed  any  act  justifying  his  arrest;  and,  moreover,  denies  that  an^  papers  or  any- 
thing was  found  upon  his  person  or  in  his  possession  tending  to  implicate  him  in  any  revohi- 
tionary  movement ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  observing  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
abstaining  from  all  connection  with  suspicious  persons. 

He  prays,  therefore,  that  you  will  cause  a  demand  to  be  made  upon  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  for  his  release  from  pristm ;  and  that  vou  will  also  demand  satisfaction  for  this 
gpreat  outrage  upon  a  citizen  and  faithful  servant  of  the  republic. 
I  am,  with  gpneat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  T.  OWEN, 
Attorney  at  Law,  No,  522  Walnmt  gtreit,  Counsel  for  Complainant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stau, 


Mu$ter'in  roll  of  Michael  Kincan,  colonel  of  the  thirteenth  regiment,  —  brigade  of  Pennsylvania 
cavalry  volunteers,  commanded  by  Major  Michael  Kirwan,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  the  President  from  the  ]5<A  of  July,  1864,  (date  of  this  muster,)  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Name,  Michael  Kirwan ;  rank,  colonel ;  age,  28. 

Joined  for  du^y  and  enrolled :  when,  July  15,  1864 ;  where.  Light-house  Point,  VirginU ; 
by  whom  enrolled,  Caotain  C.  Treichel ;  period,  three  vears. 

Remarks, — Promotea  from  major  to  colonel  thirteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  vice  Colonel 
S.  H.  Gallagher,  discharged  October  7,  1863. 

This  muster  to  date  July  15,  1864. 

Station,  Light-house  Point,  July  20,  1864. 
I  certify  on  honor  that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  officer  whose  name  is  borne  on  tUs 
roll,  and  have  accepted  him  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  from  the  15th  day  of  July,  1H64. 

CHARLES  TREICHEKooIp 
Captain  and  A.  C.  of  S.,  MusUringOfikir: 
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Philadelphia,  April  14, 1866. 
I  herewith  certifj  that  Michael  Kirwan,  late  colonel  thirteenth  regiment  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  was,  ou  his  leaving  the  service,  in  a  delicate  state  of  health  from  malarial  and  other 
influences,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  judicious  for  him  to  visit  Ireland  for  the  sake  of 
his  health. 

GEORGE  B.  8UMMIS,  M.  D., 
Late  Surgeon  Thirteenth  Regiment  Fennsplvania  Cavalry, 


United  States  op  America  : 

Be  it  rememhered,  that,  at  the  district  conrt  for  the  cit^  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  held 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  on 
the  29th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1866,  John  Kirwan,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
exhibited  a  petition  praying  to  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  said  conn  that  he  had  declared  on  oath  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1854,  that  it  was  bona  fide  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any 
foreign  prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sovereignity  whatsoever,  and  particularly  to  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  whom  he  was  at  that  time  a  subject ;  and  the  said  John  Kirwan 
having  on  his  solemn  oath  declared  and  made  proof,  &.C.,  d^c,  that  he  had  resided  one  year 
and  upwards  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  within  the  United  States  of  America 
upwards  of  five  years,  immediately  preceding  his  application,  &c.,  &c.,  and  having  declared 
on  his  solemn  oath  that  he  would  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he 
did  absolutely  and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign 
prince,  dc,c,  d^c,  and  having  in  all  respects  complied  with  the  laws  in  regard  to  naturaliza- 
tion, thereupon  the  court  admitted  the  said  John  Kirwan  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  d^c,  &Ai. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  at  Philadelphia,  this 
29th  day  of  October,  1856,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  ojf  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-first. 

[L.  8.] 

JOHN  FLETCHER,  Prothonotary. 


Philadelphia,  20th  Ward,  October  8,  1861. 

Received  of  Michael  Kirwan  twenty-five  cents  for  personal  tax  and  dty  taxes  for  the  year 
1861. 

AQUILA  HAINES,  Alderman. 


Philadelphia,  20th  Ward,  May  5,  1858. 
Received  of  Michael  Kirwan  twenty-fire  cents  for  personal  city  taxes  for  the  year  1858. 

AQUILA  HAINES. 


We,  the  assessors  of  the  20th  ward,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  certify  that 
Michael  Kirwan,  a  colonel  in  company — ,  13th  regiment  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  has  been 
duly  assessed  in  said  ward,  and  charged  with  ten  cents  county  tax,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  assembly  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  elections  by  soldiers  in  actual  military  service,*' 
approved  August  25,  1864. 

Witoess  our  hands  this  30th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1864. 

E.  HERITAGE, 

JOS.  MOUNTAIN.  Jr., 

As$e$»ors, 


Received,  October  8,  A,  D.  1864,  of  Michael  Kirwan,  twentv-five  cents  in  fall  of  the  count j 
tax  assessed  and  charged  against  hun  under  the  act  of  assembly  above  mentioned. 

AQUILA  HAINES,  Alderman. 


Muster-out  roll  of  Michael  Kirtonn^  nu^or  of  the  I3th  regiment  of  FennsjAvania  cawilrjf 
voktnteerst  commanded  by  Major  Michael  Kinoan^  called  into  the  eerviu  of  the  United  States 

by  the  Prendent,  at  Baltimore^  Maryland^  the  place  of  general  rendezvouSf  on  the 

day  of  July,  1862,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  enridment,  mmless 
sooner  discharged,  from  the  ^th  day  of  February,  1865,  {when  last  paid,)  to  the  lAth  day  of 
July,  1864,  tohen  discharged. 

Name,  Michael  Kirwan ;  rank,  major ;  age,  twenty-eight. 

Joined  for  service,  and  enrolled  at  general  rendezvous:  when,  April  16,  1862;  where, 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  by  whom,  Lieuten&nt  Pierce;  period,  three  years. OOQfC 


112  DIPLOMATIC   COBRESPONDENCE. 

Mastered  into  service :  when,  October  22,  1862 ;  where,  Baltimore,  Maryland ;  bj  whom. 
Colonel  Beals. 

Last  paid  by  Paymaster  Major  Clarke ;  to  what  time,  Febmary  29,  1864. 

Remarkg, — Promoted  from  migor  to  colonel,  13th  PennsyWanla  cavalry,  vice  Colonel  S.  H. 
Gallagher,  discharj^ed  October  7, 1863. 

This  muster  to  date  July  14, 1864. 


Station,  Light-house  Point,  Virginia,  July  20,  1864. 
I  certify  on  honor  that  I  have  at  Light-house  Point,  Virginia,  on  this  20th  day  of  Jnly, 
1^4,  carefully  examined  this  roll,  and,  as  far  as  practicabfe,  caused  the  allowances,  stoppages, 
and  remarks  to  be  justly  and  properly  stated,  and  mustered  the  officer  for  discharge,  ana  he 
IS  hereby  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  accept  promotion. 

CHARLES  TREICHEL, 
Captain  afid  A.  C.  of  M.^  Mustering  Officer, 


[  L.  8.  ]    Pennsylvanu,  $s  : 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE    AUTHORITY  OF  THE    COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
ANDREW  G.  CURTIN,   GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH, 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sends  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  Michael  Kirwan,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  having  been  duly  appointed 
by  me,  the  said  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  colonel  of  the  13th  regiment  cavalry,  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  defence  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, I  do  commission  him  to  rank  as  such,  from  the  7th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1863. 

He  is,  therefore,  carefullv  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  colonel,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  manner  of  thines.  thereunto  belonging.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force 
until  the  same  shall  be  lawfully  determined  or  annulled. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  greal  seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  14th  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  89th. 

By  the  governor : 

ELI  8LIFER, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1189.]  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

London,  April  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  great  debate  on  the  ministerial  measure  for  extending  the  franchise 
came  to  a  close  in  the  Commons  at  4  o'clock  this  morning,  with  a  division  on 
the  motion  of  Lord  Grosvenor,  which  in  a  very  full  house  gave  a  majority  of 
only  five  to  the  government.  A  report  of  the  remainder  of  the  debate,  in 
the  London  Times,  will  be  transmitted  to  you  herewith. 

Under  such  ^circumstances,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  ministry  can  hope 
to  carry  the  measure  through  its  further  stages.  The  impression  is  that  it  may 
persevere  until  some  unfavorable  amendment  shall  so  fix  the  position  of  the  dis- 
senting members  of  their  own  party  as  no  longer  to  permit  of  a  doubt  in  re- 
gard to  it. 

The  only  question,  then,  will  be,  whether  Lord  Russell  will  resign,  or  recom- 
mend a  dissolution  of  the  Parliament. 

The  probabilities  are  that  he  will  prefer  the  former  course,  as  the  most  effect- 
ive in  the  end,  while  it  wrll  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  latter,  upon  any 
combination  that  may  succeed  him  ;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  weakness  of  the 
present  ministry,  it  is  plain  that  it  has  succeeded  in  embodying  the  great  majority 
of  the  liberal  party  in  its  ranks,  while  the  deserters  must  in  the  end  take  their 
position  with  its  opponents. 

It  is  true  that  hopes  are  entertained  by  the  latter  of  organizing  a  new  combina- 
tion, under  the  lead  of  Lord  Clarendon  or  some  other  liberal  of  conservative 
tendencies,  and  embracing  the  greater  part  of  the  followers  of  Lord  Derby,  rep- 
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resented  by  bis  son,  Lord  Stanley.  By  tbis  new  organization,  formed  somewhat 
after  the  pattern  of  the  whilom  party  in  France  of  the  **  juste  milieu,"  it  is 
hoped  that  the  odium  of  antiquated  toryism  may  be  avoided  on  the  one  hand, 
whilst  on  the  other  a  heavy  embankment  may  be  raised  against  the  growing 
power  of  reform,  and  Mr.  Bright  as  its  exponent. 

With  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Bright  and  their  respective  friends  in  opposi- 
tion, I  can  see  no  prospect  of  durability  for  any  such  project.  It  is  scarcely 
to  be  imagined  that  Lord  Clarendon  would  consent  to  commit  himself  to  any 
policy  which  must  depend  for  its  success  upon  the  party  with  which  he  has  no 
real  connection,  and  in  opposition  to  tbat  with  which  he  bas  so  long  been  asso- 
ciated ;  neither  is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  comparatively  small  number  of  the 
discontented  could  make  good  the  loss  of  moral  support  which  he  would  suffer 
bv  a  separation  from  the  character  and  connection  of  the  old  and  the  new  liber- 
als. If  Lord  Clarendon  should  not  be  disposed  to  undertake  such  a  responsibil- 
ity, I  do  not  perceive  any  other  of  the  whig  statesmen  able  to  assume  it. 

The  only  natural  alternative  is  an  appeal  to  I/)rd  Derby  himself,  and  his 
friends,  reinforced  by  the  body  of  disaffected  whigs,  who  will  be  obliged  ulti- 
mately to  merge  themselves  into  his  ranks.  Sueh  is  probably  the  next  step  that 
will  follow ;  but  this  can  scarcely* be  a  successful  movement  in  the  face  of  the 
nmjority  of  the  present  Parliament,  unless,  indeed,  they  should  be  brought  to 
consent  to  accept  nearly  every  liberal  measure,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of 
the  reform  of  the  franchise.  Past  experience  rather  justifies  the  notion  that  un- 
der the  lead  of  Lord  Stanley,  known  to  differ  little  with  his  opponents  on  most 
points,  such  a  result  might  be  airived  at ;  but  if  it  were,  the  end  would  on'y  be 
again  so  far  to  strengthen  the  true  liberal  interest,  as  practically* to  accelerate 
their  permanent  recovery  of  power.  Mr.  Gladstone  appears,  therefore,  not  likely 
to  be  veiy  far  wrong  in  the  prediction  with  which  he  closes  his  eloquent  speech. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol>t;dient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1751.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  30,  1866. 

Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
12th  instant.  No.  1 181.  It  contains  an  account  of  your  interview  with  Lord 
Clarendon  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  American  citizens,  native  and  nat- 
uralized, arrested  under  a  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  in  Ireland. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  infer  from  the  tone  of  Lord  Clarendon  in  that  con- 
versation that  the  unreasonable  discrimination  between  the  prisoners  made  by 
the  local  authorities  in  Ireland,  of  which  discrimination  I  complained  in  my  pre- 
vioos  communication,  will  probably  be  removed.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  we  are  left  in  uncertainty  upon  that  subject.  Should  the  desire  of  this  gov- 
ernment still  remain  an  open  question  when  this  communication  shall  have  reached 
you,  I  have  to  request  that  you  ask  for  an  understanding  sufficiently  explicit  to 
enable  the  government  to  define  a  policy. 

It  remains  only  to  say  that  I  approve  of  your  own  proceedings  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gharlbs  Fraoicis  Adams,  Esq.,  9fc.,  ffc„  8fc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu 

No.  1752.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  oommnnication  of  the  11th 
ultimo,  from  Senor  Manuel  Maria  Gautier,  of  the  department  for  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  Dominican  republic,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  that  government  to 
make  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  government  of  Hayti.  It  appears 
from  the  note  of  Senor  Manuel  M.  Gautier  that  the  French  and  English  conmils 
residing  in  the  country  of  Saint  Domingo  have  been  informed  of  the  desire  of 
the  government,  and  have  been  requested  to  use  their  good  offices  in  bringing 
about  the  agreeable  result ;  provided,  however,  that  the  government  of  Hayti, 
as  a  preliminary  to  further  negotiation,  will  acknowledge  the  unconditional  in- 
dependence and  autonomy  of  the  Dominican  republic.  With  a  view  to  obtain 
the  sentiment  of  her  Majesty's  government  upon  this  matter,  I  will  thank  yon 
to  sound  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  from  him  information 
whether  if  we  will  address  'Hayti  and  Domingo  desiring  the  establishment  of 
harmony  and  peace,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  will  concur.  . 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEIi, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  fyc,,  4^.,  Sfc. 

Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  United  States  minister  at  Paris.) 


SeKor  OautUr  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Transladon.] 

department  op  FpREION  RELATIONS— OOD,  COUNTRY,  LIBERTT  f 

Sahto  Dominoo,  April  11,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Tbe  nndersirned,  secretaiy  of  state  for  foreign  relations  of  the  Dominican 
republic,  is  especially  instructed  bj  his  ffovemment  to  send  the  Secretary  of  State  of  tbe 
United  States  a  copy  of  the  despatch  of  the  7th  instant,  addresed  to  the  French  and  En^ 
lish  consuls  residing  in  this  city,  declaring  the  good  dispositions  that  animate  the  DominlcaQ 
government  to  make  a  lasting  treaty  of  peace  with  the  government  of  Hayti. 

Tbe  Dominican  govemment  would  have  been  pleased  to  find  a  representative  of  the  United 
States  in  this  city  of  sufficient  rank  to  have  informed  him  of  the  above  declaration,  bat  as 
there  is  none,  it  has  thought  proper  to  address  it  to  your  exodlency. 

The  Dominican  governmeni  has  always  desired  peace  with  Hayti,  and  now  gives  official 
expression  of  its  sentiments,  believing  it  acts  honorably,  as  every  government  that  has  self- 
respect;  and  thinks  this  the  more  necessary  at  this  time,  as  the  govemment  of  President  Geff- 
rard  is  adopting  the  most  contrary  policy  on  our  southwestern  frontier,  encouraging  an  insur- 
rection, and  furnishing  men,  arms,  money,  and  munitions  of  war.  This  has  been  done  since 
the  cabinet  of  General  Baez  received  Salnave  and  his  companions,  and  prevented  them  from 
fighting  against  the  (i^overnment  of  their  country. 

The  govemment  of  the  undersigned  has  documents  to  prove  these  facts. 

Tbe  high  consideration  that  the  govemment  of  the  United  States  has  had  for  the  Dominicaa 
republic,  particularly^  since  ^our  excellency  had  the  kindness  to  visit  our  capital,  and  the 
well-known  spirit  of  justice  m  all  the  acts  of  the  great  American  nation,  prompts  the  govem- 
ment of  the  undersigned  to  hope  that  its  loyal  intentions  in  this  affair  may  be  impartially 
judeed  by  your  excellency.  ^ 

Toe  undersigned  embraces  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  sentimenta  of  his 
most  profound  respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  MARIA  OAUTIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

SecreUry  iif  State  of  the  United  States. 


Circular  to  the  consuls, 
[Translation.] 

SANTa  Domingo,  A  frill,  1S66. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  for  the  office  of  foreign  relations  of  the  republic 
of  Dominicavi»  charged  by  his  government  to  inform  you  and  your  worthy  colleague  (the 
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BritiBli  or  IVench  conflnl)  reeidin^  in  this  city,  as  former  mediatorial  agents  between  the  1*6- 
pnblics  of  Dominica  and  Hayti,  of  the  following: 

£yer  since  the  inangnration  of  the  goYemment  of  which  (General  Baez  is  President,  his 
whole  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  perfect  pacification  of  the  country.  The  mere  de- 
fensive attitude  of  the  Dominican  republic,  confined  to  the  preservation  of  its  territory,  be- 
sides justifying  its  sincerity,  excuses  it  from  overtures  of  peace  negotiations.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  government  of  the  undersigned,  the  first  steps  towards  reconciliation  ought  to  be  taken 
by  the  government  guilty  of  the  nrst  hostility ;  and  this  is  more  reasonably  expected,  as  in 
driving  the  foreign  invader  from  the  soil  the  Dominicans  have  served  the  interests  of  Hay  ti,' po- 
litically speakinf^,  as  much  as  their  own.  Tet,  as  peace,  reciprocal  convenience,  the  cause  of 
humanity,  and  civilization  are  concerned,  the  Domincan  government  does  not  derogate  from 
its  honorable  character  in  making  advances  in  a  wapr  that  may  tend  to  strengthen  interests 
of  so  much  importance.  In  virtue  whereof  the  cabinet  of  which  the  undersigned  is  a  mem- 
ber does  not  hesitate  to  instruct  him  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  favorably  disposed  to  conclude 
a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  republic  of  Hayti,  provided,  as  a  preliminary  to  further 
negotiation,  it  will  acknowledge  the  unconditional  independence  and  autonomy  of  the  Do- 
minican republic 

He  respectfully  requests  you  to  transmit  this  declaration  to  the  representative  of  your  gov- 
ernment in  Port-au-rrince,  authorizing  him  to  make  it  known  to  the  government  of  Hayti, 
and  leave  a  copy  if  desired. 

The  government  of  the  undersigpned  desires  to  have  the  official  acknowledgment  of  this  act 
jmd  its  justification  recorded  in  the  most  authentic  manner.  As  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
human  mind  to  predict  the  evolutions  of  future  policy,  it  is  but  just  that  events  should  al- 
ways find  nations,  both  great  and  small,  in  the  position  they  may  have  chosen. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  sentiments  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  M.  GAUTIER. 

To. the  Consuls  ofkii  Imperial  Majesty  and  her  Britannic  Majestp, 

A  true  copy : 

M.  M.  GAUTIER. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adan^s, 

No.  1753.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUm,  May  I,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  eDclose  herewith  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  from  the  Hon.  R.  B. 
Hayesy  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  accompanied  by  three  other 
communications  from  different  sources,  and  the  afi&davit  of  Bartholomew  Smith, 
in  regard  to  the  alleged  improper  detention  in  prison,  at  Dublin,  of  his  brother, 
James  Smith,  who,  it  appears,  has  been  arrested  in  Ireland  on  suspicion  of  com- 
plicity with  the  movements  of  the  Fenians.  I  will  thank  you  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  her  Majesty's  government  to  this  case,  and  at  the  same  time  to  request 
that  an  investigation  of  it  may  be  made  with  a  view  either  to  his  release  or  to 
an  e^Lplanation  of  the  reasons  which  justify  his  continued  imprisonment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 

Mr,  Hayes  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Thirty-himtu  Comorbss,  Unitkd  States  House  of  Representatftes, 

fVashingtan,  D.  C,  AprU  26,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  papers  showing  that  James  Smith,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  residing  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  bom  in  that  citj,  was  on  the  17th  day  of 
February  last  arrested  and  impriisoned  in  Mount  Joy,  Dublin,  Ireland,  **  on  suspicion  of  com- 
plicity with  the  movements  ot  the  Fenians ;"  that  no  trial  or  investigation  oi  his  case  has 
been  had ;  that  he  is  still  in  prison,  and  is  likely  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  period,  unles» 
the  government  of  the  United  States  takes  action  in  his  behalf.  I  therefore  request  that 
proper  steps  be  taken  to  procure  his  release.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  his  brother, 
Bartholomew  Smith,  and  can  say  that  the  statements  of  his  affidavit  enclosed  may  be  relied 
upon. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  HAYES, 
Member  of  Congress,  Second  District  of  OMa, 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,  S^c,  Sfc,  OOg  IC 
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Mr,  Groesbeek  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Cincinnati,  March  14, 1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  brother  of  the  beareri  James  Smith,  who  was  a  second  lientenant  in  the  third 
artillerj,  United  States  army,  has  been  arrested  in  Irelatad  on  suspicion  of  being  connected 
with  the  Fenian  movement,  and  is  jet  in  prison. 

The  bearer,  Bartholomew  Smith,  is  anxious  to  procure  the  relase  of  his  brother,  believing 
that  he  was  improperly  arrested,  and  that  he  can  make  it  so  appear  without  doubt.  The  writ 
of  habeoM  corpus  having  been  suspended  in  Ireland,  and  the  prisoner  being  for  that  reason  in 
danger  of  a  long  confinement,  the  bearer  feels  that  he  should  do  something  at  once,  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  for  him  any  assistance  which  the  State  Department  may  prop- 
erly afford. 

I  have  known  Mr.  B.  Smith  a  long  time  and  favorably,  and  I  commend  his  application  to 
your  attention. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  GROESBECK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretarp  of  StaU. 


Mr.  Pendleton  to  Mr.  Speed.  •  • 

Cincinnati,  March  15,  18C6. 
Sir  :  The  bearer,  Bartholomew  Smith,  is  an  old  resident  of  this  city,  and  favorably  known 
to  most  of  its  citizens.  He  visits  Washington  to  look  after  the  interests  of  his  brother.  Lieu- 
tenant James  Smith,  late  of  the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  United  States  army,  who  is  now 
under  arrest  in  Ireland  for  alleged  complicity  with  the  Fenians.  Mr.  Smith,  the  prisoner,  served 
with  great  credit  for  six  or  eight  years,  and  was  promoted  horn  the  ranks  for  gallant  service 
during  the  late  war.  I  am  assured  that  the  object  of  his  visit  to  Ireland  can  oe  made  clear, 
and  that  such  a  case  can  be  made  as  would  instantly  secure  his  liberation.  Inasmuch,  how- 
ever, as  the  courts  are  closed  by  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus,  redress  must  be  sought 
through  the  political  power.  If  in  any  manner  the  case  should  come  into  your  department, 
I  beg  to  commend  it  to  your  most  favorable  consideration. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  PENDLETON. 
Hon.  James  Speed,  Attorney  General, 


Mr.  Harris  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Mayor's  Office, 
City  of  Cincinnati,  March  17,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Bartholomew  Smith,  who  will  present  you  this  letter,  desires  to  visit  Ire- 
land for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  procure  the  release  of  his  brother,  James  Smith,  for- 
merly second  lieutenant  in  third  artillery.  United  States  army,  who  has  recently  been  arresteid 
in  that  country  upon  the  charge  of  being  implicated  in  the  Fenian  movement. 

Mr.  B.  Smith  is  of  opinion  that  the  charge  against  his  brother  cannot  be  sustained,  and 
is  desirous  of  doing  what  he  can  in  his  behalf.  The  present  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  makes 
him  anxious  to  give  such  assistance  as  he  can,  as  soon  as  may  be.  Such  aid  as  he  may 
obtain  from  your  department  in  visiting  Ireland,  without  difficulty,  would  be  appreciated  by 
him,  and  acknowledged  by  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  HARRIS,  Mayor. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  8fe. 


The  State  of  Ohio,  Hamilton  county,  to  wit:  • 

Bartholomew  Smith  says  that  he  is  the  eldest  living  brother  of  James  Smith,  now  confined 
in  Mount  Joy  prison,  Dublin,  Ireland,  on  suspicion  of  complicity  with  the  movements  of 
the  Fenians;  that  the  said  James  was  born  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  IbSl,  in 
the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio,  where  his  parents  then  resided ;  that  he  lived 
in  the  said  city  until  about  the  year  1853,  when  he  went  to  California  and  Oregon.  Soon 
ailer  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  last 
October,  when  he  resigned  the  lieutenancy,  to  which  he  had  been  promoted.  When  James 
Smith  left  Cincinnati  last  October,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  settling  an  estate  of  his  uncle's. 
He  was  not  a  Fenian  at  that  time,  and  had  no  complicity  with  them. 

BARTHOLOMEW  SMITH. 
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Annexed : 


The  Statb  of  Ohio,  Hamilton  eamUff,  $$ : 

Personallj  appeared  before  me,  the  undersized,  a  jastice  of  tbe  peace  witbin  and  for  tbe 
township  of  Cincinnati,  conntj  of  Hamilton,  and  State  of  Ohio,  having  been  duly  elected 
and  now  in  office,  and  duly  qualified  hy  law,  under  tbe  statute  to  administer  oaths,  Bar- 
tholomew Smith,  of  lawful  age,  and  long  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  his  oath  deposeth  and  saith, 
tbat  the  statement  bj  him  subscribed,  and  unto  which  mj  official  jurat  is  attached,  is  a  cor- 
rect and  trae  statement,  to  tbe  best  of  bis  knowledge  and  belief;  he,  tbe  affiant,  being  an 
elder  brother  of  James  Smith,  and  who  (bj  letter  received  bj  me  through  the  Department  of 
State  at  Washington,  United  States  of  America)  is  now  imprisoned  in  the  citj  of  Dublin, 
Ireland ;  and  fhrtner  says  not. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  in  the  city  of  Cindnnati,  county  and  State  aforesaid, 
on  this  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1866. 

JOHN  L.  POWERS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

[B«T.  stamp  J 

ClNcnrNATl,  April  13,  1866. 
The  undersigned  state  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  above  named  Bartholomew 
Smith,  and  know  him  to  be  the  person  he  represents  himself  to  be,  and  that  his  statements 
are  entitled  to  credence. 

GEORGE  H.PENDLETON. 
J.  L.  VATTIER. 
JOHN  L.  POWERS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1193.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  3,  1866. 
Sir:  *  *  •  •  •  * 

The  decision  of  the  goverDinent  consequent  upon  the  vote  in  the  Comraons, 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  Grosvenor,  has  been  in  conformity  with  the  impression 
which  I  reported  as  prevailing  here,  in  my  No.  1189,  sent  last  week.  A  copy 
of  the  Times  of  Tuesday,  containing  a  report  of  the  announcement  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  on  Monday  night  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  idea 
now  gains  currency  that  some  measure  extending  the  franchise  may  he  actually 
passed.  It  is  understood  that  the  opposition,  instead  of  attempting  to  resist  the 
government  bill  altogether,  will  direct  its  efforts  to  the  adoption  of  amendments 
reducing  the  extent  of  the  enfranchisement,  by  raising  the  proposed  property 
qualification.  The  question  has  in  the  mean  time  been  laid  over  to  next  Monday, 
when  the  other  portions  of  the  government  plan  will  be  offered  to  the  House. 
The  final  issue,  in  case  of  the  adoption  of  important  amendments,  remains  as 
uncertain  as  ever.  It  is  probable  that  the  ministers  are  not  yet  quite  agreed  on 
the  limit  to  which  they  would  be  willing  to  make  concessions  in  order  to  save 
the  bill. 

Meanwhile  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  improves  the  opportunity  of  the 
interval  to  make  his  annual  speech  on  the  budget.  He  has  latterly  sought 
several  occasions  to  speak  with  me  in  regard  to  our  supposed  policy  of  keeping 
up  a  high  rate  of  taxation  in  order  to  nay  off  by  degrees  the  heavy  debt  we 
have  contracted  during  the  war.  He  admires  it  much,  and  is  very  desirous  of 
introducing  the  idea  into  the  financial  system  of  this  kingdom.  To  that  end  he 
is  pleased  to  attach  much  importance  to  the  example  we  may  set  to  all  the  other 
powers  of  the  world.  He  looks  with  some  uneasiness  to  the  general  tendency 
now  visible  among  them,  to  accumulate  a  heavy  debt  by  annual  deficiencies,  and 
feels  the  importance  of  establishing  a  counter  influence.  Whilst  I  have  given 
him  such  information  as  I  obtain  respecting  the  policy  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  has  been  out  of  my  power  to  say  in  what  degree  it  may  be  sus- 


118  DIPLOMATIC  COERESPONDEirCB. 

tained  or  departed  from  by  the  two  houses  of  Congress^  which  have  the  matter 
more  directly  under  their  control.  I  have  confirmed  him  in  his  impression,  Ist, 
that  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  debt  had  within  a  few  months  been  reduced 
rather  than  increased  ;  2d,  that  no  reduction  of  taxation  had  yet  been  actually 
made ;  and,  3dly,  that  with  reference  to  contemplated  changes  of  taxation,  a  sur- 
plus of  more  or  less  amount  of  receipts  over  expenditures  is  yet  contemplated 
to  be  raised  for  the  future,  with  the  sole  riew  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
These  are  the  principles  upon  which  he  desires  to  rest.  I  have  so  understood  the 
policy  of  the  government.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Mr.  Gladstone  may  make 
some  statements  founded  on  my  authority  in  these  respects.  If  1  have  been 
mistaken  in  these  particulars  1  shall  regret  having  led  him  into  error. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be»  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Statet   Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr*  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  1194.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  3, 1866. 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  reception  of  your  despatch  No.  1737,  of  the  10th 
of  April,  I  applied  to  Lord  Clarendon  for  an  interview,  and  obtained  one  on 
Tuesday.  I  then  submitted  to  him  the  draught  of  a  protocol  on  the  fishery  ques- 
tion, premising  with  some  observations  as  to  tne  probability  that  he  might  already 
have  been  prepared  in  a  measure  for  an  immediate  decision  by  his  information 
received  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce.  His  lordship  said  that  such  was  not  the 
fact — the  thing  was  wholly  new  to  him.  On  a  first  glance  he  rather  liked  the 
proposal,  but  he  could  not  give  any  opinion  without  consultation  with  his  col- 
leagues ;  he  must,  therefore,  take  it  ad  referendum,  and  would  let  me  know  the 
result  at  an  early  day.  I  then  gave  him  a  copy,  since  which  I  have  had  no 
further  intelligence  from  him.  But  last  evening  I  casually  met  with  Mr.  Card- 
well,  the  head  of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  he  at  once  referred  to  the  matter  with 
great  satisfaction  ;  said  that  he  had  already  himself  suggested  something  of  the 
same  kind,  and  intimated  that  Lord  Clarendon  would  soon  communicate  to  me 
a  favorable  answer.  This  answer  may  now  be  in  preparation.  It  is  not  unlikely 
that  I  may  get  it  before  the  end  of  the  week,  when  the  steamer  sails  ;  in  which 
case  I  shall  make  to  you  a  further  report  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1195.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  10,  1866. 

Si R :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department* 
numbered  from  1740  to  1744,  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of  1743. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Colonel  Burke,  refened  to  in  your  No.  1740,  I  have 
caused  application  to  be  renewed  in  hjs  favor  at  Dublin,  which  will,  I  trust,  be 
attended  with  some  success,  provided  that  he  be  not  too  deeply  implicated  io 
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tlie  Feaian  conspiracy.  The  implied  promise  of  the  govemment  has  been  faith- 
fully carried  out  thus  far,  so  that  persons  in  whose  behalf  representations  have 
been  made  are  continually  in  process  of  liberation,  on  the  condition  of  their  de- 
parture from  the  kingdom.  In  one  case  only  has  there  been  any  poHitive 
objection,  and  in  that  the  reason  assigned  is  the  possession  of  clear  evidence  of 
inculpation.  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  anxious  desire  of  the  ministnr  to  be  re- 
lievea  as  rapidly  as  possible  of  the  burden  imposed  upon  them  by  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  The  matter  came  up  the  other  day  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  an  inquiiy  made  by  one  of  the  Irisn  members,  and  the  secretary 
for  Ireland,  in  reply,  held  forth  reasons  for  presuming  that  the  anomalous  state 
of  things  new  existing  would  be  terminated  as  soon  as  possible  with  a  proper 
regard  to  the  peace  of  the  community. 

Meanwhile,  there  are  several  persons  among  the  imprisoned  who  appear  still 
to  cherish  the  hope  of  producing  a  collision  between  the  two  governments  on 
their  account.  Hence  they  signify  their  determination  beforehand  to  refuse 
every  proposal  that  may  be  made  to  liberate  them  conditionally.  Thus  far, 
however,  I  perceive  that  the  cases  are  confined  to  such  as  have  not  really  had 
the  offer  made  to  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  instance  of  actual  detention 
on  this  account,  unless  it  be  one  in  which  the  party  concerned  proved  to  have 
no  means  to  pay  his  passage  to  America. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  a  word  in  commendation  of  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  West,  the  vice-consul  at  Dublin,  has  conducted  his  communications  with 
the  government,  and  the  respective  parties  interested  during  this  difficult  period. 
For  many  reasons  I  have  preferred  acting  through  his  agency,  whenever  possible, 
rather  than  multiplying  my  formal  communications  with  the  foreign  office  here. 
Thus  far  this  course  of  proceeding  has  been  attended  with  the  best  results.  But 
it  is  no  more  than  due  to  Mr.  West  to  say  that  much  has  been  owing  to  the 
prudence  "wMh  which  he  has  carried  out  the  suggestions  which  I  have  given  to 
him  from  time  to  time.  Copies  of  his  correspondence  have  been  regularly  fur- 
nished to  me,  as  I  doubt  not  they  are  also  supplied  to  the  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D  0, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  1196.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  May  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  my  casually  meeting  with  Lord  Clarendon  at  a  reception  on  Satur- 
day evening,  I  seized  the  opportunity  to  remind  him  that  I  had  not  yet  heard 
from  him  in  answer  to  the  proposal  furnished  through  me  of  your  protocol  trans- 
mitted with  your  despatch  No.  1737,  of  the  10th  ultimo. 

His  lordship  replied  by  pleading  the  impossibility  of  getting  anything  ready 
in  time  for  the  steamer  of  that  day.  This  he  stated  to  be  in  consequence  of  the 
multiplied  cabinet  meetings  on  the  reform  measures,  intended  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  and,  perhaps,  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  threatening  aspect  of 
matters  on  the  continent.  His  lordship,  however,  at  once  communicated  to  me 
tiie  substance  of  the  decision  of  the  govemment,  which  is  to  send  out  authority 
to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  to  proceed  in  conjunction  with  you,  afker  consultation  with 
the  respective  provincial  authorities.  This  had  been  thought  the  better  course, 
as  the  l&tter  had  now  substantially  reached  such  a  position  of  independence  as 
to  make  it  nnadvisable  for  the  govemment  here  to  attempt  to  act  without  regard 
to  them.     I  understood  him  to  say,  what  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  had 
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previoaslj  intimated  in  conrersation  with  me»  that  they  entirely  approved  of 
the  measure  proposed  by  you. 

Inasmuch  as  Lord  Clarendon  asked  whether  I  would  take  this  conyersation 
as  sufficient  official  notice,  and  I  agreed  to  do  so,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that  I 
shall  get  no  other.     Hence  I  make  the  above  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1199.J  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  of  despatches 
numbered  1743,  and  from  174/>  to  1749,  inclusive.  Likewise,  an  Official  Regis- 
ter for  1865. 

Within  the  past  week  the  public  attention  has  been  concentrated  upon  the 
reports  of  the  military  preparations  making  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
the  convulsion  which  has  happened  in  the  credit  system  of  this  country.  The 
panic  in  the  city  consequent  upon  the  announcement  of  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  company  called  Overend,  Gnrney  &  Co.,  on  Friday  last,  is  described  as 
having  been  greater  than  in  any  previous  event  of  the  same  kind  since  1827. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  the  eovemqaent,  in  suspend- 
ing the  restrictions  of  the  bank  act,  it  is  not  easy  to  tell  what  would  have  been 
the  limits  of  the  disaster.  The  crisis,  though  perhaps  accelerated  by  the  im- 
mediate apprehension  of  war,  could  scarcely  have  been  a  great  while  longer 
decayed.  It  has  been  for  some  time  perceived  that  the  very  high  rate  of  interest 
ruling  in  this  market,  far  exceeding  that  demanded  in  France  at  the  same 
moment,  must  have  its  source  in  some  local  necessities  of  an  abnormal  kind. 
The  extraordinary  expansion  of  the  joint  stock  mode  of  conducting  enterprises, 
which  has  been  going  on  ever  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  America, 
has  now  reached  a  point  from  which  retreat  can  be  made  only  with  very  heavy 
loss  of  the  capital  embarked.  For,  although  the  senseless  panic  ordinarily  at- 
tending a  financial  catastrophe  has  passed  away,  there  is  remaining  a  grave  ne- 
cessity of  facing  realities  which  are  as  yet  but  indistinctly  seen  at  the  bottom 
of  it.  Thus  far  the  Bank  of  England  has  been  acting  purely  as  a  protector  of 
parties  compromised  by  these  events  only  so  far  as  the  momentary  withdrawal 
of  credit  disables  them  from  making  the  ordinary  use  of  indisputable  resources 
in  their  hands.  Outside  of  these  limits  many  may  yet  be  found  who  must  ul- 
timately go  into  liquidation.  While  even  within  them,  not  a  few  of  those  saved 
from  a  catastrophe  will  scarcely  escape  without  serious  damage  from  the  general 
decline  in  valne  of  certain  descriptions  of  property  that  must  ensue. 

The  effect  of  this  state  of  things  upon  affairs  in  the  United  States  is  of  course 
the  important  point  for  our  consideration.  As  yet  it  is  made  visible  only  in  the 
decline  in  price  of  the  national  bonds,  a  decline  which  has  been  caused  more  by 
the  events  apprehended  in  Germany  than  by  anything  else.  The  consequence 
will  be  a  temporary  reflux  towards  America,  and  a  probable  rise  in  the  rate  of 
exchange  with  Europe.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  cotton  may  be  also  attended  by 
some  transient  discredit  of  those  parties  most  engaged  in  that  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  perhaps  a  number  of  reclamations  on  bills  already  negotiated.  Fur- 
ther than  this  I  cannot  learn  that  anj  serious  apprehensions  are  entertained  on 
this  side.  The  credits  given  have  not  been  unduly  extended,  and  though  much 
of  the  later  trade  has  been  attended  with  serious  losses,  both  at^ew  York  and 
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in  England,  they  are  not  considered  as  likely  to  preponderate  orer  the  heavy 
amount  of  profits  previously  realized. 

Hence  I  am  led  to  infer  that  thongh  the  result  may  he  uDpropitious  to  the 
great  purpose  of  re-establishing  the  national  currency  on  the  only  sound  basis 
at  so  early  date  as  we  might  have  hoped,  it  will  io  the  end,  by  removing  from 
the  European,  and  especially  the  English  market,  the  myriads  of  tempting  and 
delusive  visions  of  extravagant  interest  which  have  of  late  absorbed  so  large  a 
share  of  the  floating  capital  of  all  nations,  present  more  strikingly  the  fact  of 
the  relative  solidity  of  our  national  securities,  and  of  the  superior  desirableness 
of  them  over  those  of  the  less  vigorous  nations  of  the  continent,  which  only 
continue  by  involving  themselves  every  year  more  and  more  in  hopeless  em- 
barrassment. Thus  it  may  happen  that  a  medium  will  be  established  for  the 
gradual  restoration  of  the  currency  at  home,  by  an  equalization  of  values  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  which,  taken  in  conjunction  with  a  complete  withdrawal 
of  the  most  questionable  issues  of  legal  tender  among  ourselves,  will  have  the 
effect  of  replacing  the  country  before  the  world  on  the  basis  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled by  its  wealth,  its  energy,  and  its  past  character  for  integrity  in  its  pecuni- 
ary affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.   '. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  1204.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  25,  1866. 
SiE:  The  case  of  James  Smith,  referred  to  in  your  despatch  No.  1753,  of 
the  1st  of  May,  appears  to  have  been  already  the  subject  of  a  representation  to 
the  Irish  authorities  by  Mr.  West,  the  consul  at  DubUn.  On  the  25th  of  April 
his  letter  was  sent  to  Sur  Thomas  Larcom,  who,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month, 
acknowledged  its  reception,  and  promised  that  the  matter  should  be  fully  con- 
sidered. It  does  not  appear  that  any  furthei;  answer  has  yet  been  received.  I 
have,  therefore,  now  written  to  Mr.  West  to  ask  him  to  recall  the  attention  of 
8ir  Thomas  to  the  case,  and  to  signify  the  interest  which  has  been  taken  in  it 
by  the  friends  of  Smith,  as  well  as  the  government,  in  America. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1205.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1740,  of  the  2l8t  April,  relative 
to  the  case  of  Colonel  Burke,  now  held  in  prison  in  Ireland,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  in  reply  to  the  application  on  his  behalf  made  by  Mr.  West  to  the 
authorities  in  Ireland,  under  my  suggestion,  an  answer  has  been  received  from 
them  regretting  their,  in  ability  to  accede  to  the  request  for  his  release,  and  as- 
sighing,  as  the  cause,  the  fact  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  him  to  have  been 
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deeply  implicated  in  the  Fenian  plotA  of  liostilitj  to  the  government.  This  makea* 
I. think,  onlj  the  second  instance  of  refusal  which  has  occurred.  As  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  is  rested  seem  to  he  suhstantially  the  same  with  those  taken  by 
our  government  during  the  war,  in  similar  cases,  I  shall  await  your  instructions 
before  taking  any  further  step. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaihingtoHf  D.  C, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1766.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  May  26,  1863. 
Sir:  Youi^ despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  No.  1195,  informing  the  depart- 
ment that  you  have  caused  a  renewed  application  to  be  made  at  Dublin  in  fiivor 
of  Colonel  Burke,  has  been  received. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  that  paper  of  the  probability  of  a  speedy  ter- 
mination of  the  irregularities  now  existing  in  Ireland,  growing  out  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  corpus  act. 

I  have  read  with  sificere  pleasure  the  good  account  you  give  of  Mr.  West, 
our  vice  consul  at  Dublin,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  his 
communicatioos  during  the  trying  period  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  ^. 


Mr,  Scicard  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1767.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  26,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant. 
No.  ]  196,  in  which  you  give  me  the  result  of  an  interview  you  had  recently 
with  Lord  Clarendon,  upon  the  subject  of  the  protocol  transmitted  with  instruc- 
tion No.  1737,  from  this  department. 

1  am  pleased  to  find  that  his  lordship's  observations  are  indicative  of  good 
feeling.     1  shall  be  gratified  when,  as  intimated.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  comes  to 
me  with  his  instructions,  which  I  feel  assured  he  will  execute  in  the  best  manner. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1769.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  29,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  would  thankyou  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  the  case  of  J.  H.  Oleeson,  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the. 8th  instant  from  Mrs.  Mary  Francis  Gleeson,  his  wife,  and  to 
endeavor  to  procure  his  release  from  imprisonment,  provided  that  upon  investi- 
gation the  facts  are  as  stated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

WILLIAM  H.J3EWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c,  5fc,  ^^^^^  ^y^       ^ 
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DUBLm,  Ireland,  May  8,  1866. 
EiHD  Sir  :  I  wish  to  address  you  in  behalf  of  my  husband,  J.  H.  Gleeson,  late  colonel  of 
the  slxtj-third  New  York  volunteers,  who  fought  all  through  the  late  war ;  and  at  its  close  he 
came  to  this  country,  bringing  me  with  him,  to  see  his  father  and  mother,  intending  to  return 
to  America  in  the  spring.  He  has  been  seized  by  the  British  government  under  the  suspen« 
sion  of  the  kabea$  corpus  act,  and  thrown  into  prison,  without  any  charge  in  the  world  a^mst 
him,  only  that  he  was  an  American  officer  travelling  in  Ireland.  I  hope  your  honor  will  see 
to  his  case,  and  demand  his  release,  immediately,  for  there  is  no  justice  or  mercy  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MASY  FRANCES  GLEESON. 

fi7  Sffftge  Street^  DMin, 
Hon,  Secrbtary  Seward. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  1207.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landofh  June  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1758  to  1762,  inclusive. 

The  past  week  has  been  marked  by  a  resumption  of  the  discussion  in  the  Oom- 
mens  of  the  reform  of  representation.  A  single  division  taken  upon  a  motion 
of  secondary  importance  has  served  only  to  show  the  very  insecure  footing  of 
the  ministry  in  the  progress  of  this  measure.  The  adverse  majority  of  ten  votes, 
partly  composed  of  a  number  of  their  own  friends  other  than  those  who  deserted 
them  on  the  test  vote  of  the  second  reading,  is  only  significant  as  foreshadowing 
the  difficulties  about  to  spring  up  from  a  skilful  resort  to  the  tactics  of  parliament- 
ary warfare  in  embarrassing  the  bill.  Underlying  the  whole  is  the  disinclina- 
tion to  any  change,  which  at  heart  pervades  a  considerable  section  of  the  ma- 
jority. The  pfospect  of  a  successful  issue  is,  therefore,  growing  more  and  more 
clouded.  A  hostile  amendment  presented  by  one  who  voted  with  the  ministry 
on  the  first  trial,  and  supported  by  the  whole  strength  of  the  opposition,  is  now 
pending,  which,  if  carried,  will  probably  decide  the  fate  of  the  government. 
But  even  if  it  should  fail,  it  will  only  be  the  precursor  of  other  strokes,  some  one 
of  which,  more  adroitly  applied  than  the  rest,  may  lead  to  the  same  result.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  first  decision  of  the  government  to  keep  the  two 
parts  of  its  policy  separate,  and  to  act  upon  the  ft'anchise  before  acting  upon  the 
change  of  seats,  was  the  wise  one.  The  concession  which  it  made  in  order  to 
secure  its  first  nominal  success  by  agreeing  to  a  union  of  the  two  measures,  has 
only  served  to  multiply  the  chances  of  ultimate  failure. 

It  is  generally  understood  that,  in  expectation  of  a  change,  negotiations  have 
heen  actively  in  progress  between  the  disa£Pected  liberals  and  the  conservatives, 
to  effect  a  combination  sufficiently  strong  to  undertake  the  direction  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Whilst  I  cannot  yet  perceive  any  ground  for  believing  that  such  a 
cl^imge  could  be  made  durable,  with  this  Parliament  constituted  as  it  is,  it  does 
not  seem  unlikely  to  lead  to  a  later  appeal  to  the  country,  which  may  give  to  its 
politics  a  more  serious  aspect  than  they  have  worn  for  some  years. 

These  speculations  are,  however,  subject  to  modification  in  proportion  as  the 
threatening  state  of  affairs  on  the  continent  may  tend  to  distract  the  public  at- 
tention ^m  domestic  concerns.  In  any  event,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  future 
now  boded  serious  danger  in  the  political  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  European 
powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  SewartU 

No.  1208.J  Lbgation  of  thb  United  States, 

Lcndonj  June  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  sought  an  interrieur  with  Lord  Clarendon  a  few  dajs  since,  which  was 
granted  to  me  on  Tuesday  last,  the  29th  ultimo. 

I  first  opened  the  subject  of  the  application  of  the  minister  of  the  Dominican 
portion  of  the  island  of  Hayti,  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  two  governments 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  effect  a  re-establishment  of  amicable 
relations  with  the  Hajtien  part  of  it.  To  this  end  I  recapitulated  to  his  lordship 
the  facts  as  stated  in  your  despatch  No.  1752,  of  the  1st  of  May. 

In  reply  he  said  that  this  movement  was  new  to  him.  He  had  only  re- 
ceived a  suggestion  from  the  British  consul  in  the  island  that  something,  per- 
haps, might  be  done  towards  effecting  a  reconciliation,  to  which  he  had  replied 
in  merely  general  terms.  But  as  this  proposal,  to  which  I  now  called  his  at- 
tention, seemed  to  assume  a  definite  official  character,  all  he  could  say  to  it  just 
then  was,  that  the  government  stood  always  disposed  to  do  what  it  could  to 
promote  objects  which  had  in  view  the  restoration  of  friendly  relations  between 
nations,  but  he  would  make  a  note  of  the  facts  which  I  had  given  him  from 
your  despatch,  and  would  be  in  a  situation  to  speak  more  fully  on  the  subject 
at  a  future  moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washtngtom  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.^  Seward. 

No.  1209.]  Lbgation  op  thb  United  States, 

London^  June  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1743,  of  the  23d  of  April,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  my  conversation  with  Lord  Clarendon  on  Tues- 
day last  I  brought  to  his  notice  the  facts  therein  stated,  and  concluded  by  call- 
ing his  attention  to  the  authority  there  given  to  me  to  receive  so  much  of  the 
share  of  the  indemnity  in  question  assigned  to  the  United  States  as  might  have 
been  paid  in  the  manner  specified. 

His  lordship  replied,  in  substance,  confirming  the  accuracy  of  the  statements 
contained  in  tne  despatch,  but  adding  that  in  point  of  fact  no  money  had  yet 
been  received. 

He  could  not  at  the  moment  tell  the  reason ;  but  he  was  ready  to  accept  this 
as  notice  that  whenever  it  might  be  received,  the  portion  of  the  United  States 
should  be  paid  over  to  my  direction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, .  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1210.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  my  conference  with  Lord  Clarendon,  already  alluded  to  in  preceding 
despatches,  I  brought  to  his  notice  the  substance  of  the  representations  made  in 
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four  despatcbee  Nos.  1747  and  1751,  in  regard  to  the  discrimination  made  in 
reland  in  the  treatment  of  native  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  joor  desire  that  some  policy  might  be  more  clearly  defined. 

I  added  that  I  was  not  quite  sure  whether  the  distinction  made  in  the  first 
instance  as  to  the  right  of  access  of  the  consul  to  the  respective  persons  had 
been  kept  up.  I  had  accidentally  omitted  to  inquire  of  Mr.  West  as  to  that  point, 
BO  that  1  was  not  in  a  position  to  affirm  that  it  had.  But  supposing  it  to  be  so, 
I  trusted  that  it  would  not  be  adhered  to. 

His  lordship  said  that  he  had  at  once  written  to  the  authorities  in  Ireland  to 
remove  all  unnecessary  distinctions,  and  he  presumed  that  they  had  done  so. 
They,  of  course,  could  not  concede  the  point  of  allegiance ;  but  he  thought  the 
arrangement  that  had  been  made  between  us  had  removed  all  necessity  of  coUi- 
Bion  on  that  point.  For  the  rest  he  thought  they  were  desirous  to  get  rid  of  all 
the  men  who  had  been  imprisoned  just  as  fast  as  was  possible,  consistent  with 
their  own  safety. 

I  said  that  I  was  glad  to  learn  the  release  of  several  persons  about  whom  I 
had  received  instructions  to  make  representations.  There  were  only  two  cases 
in  which  a  refusal  had  been  given,  and  in  those  two  the  reason  assigned  was 
Buch  as  I,  in  the  face  of  our  experience  in  the  late  war,  could  not  object  to. 
Without  claiming  anything,  I,  however,  recapitulated  the  &cts  attending  the 
eituation  of  Colonel  Burke  and  his  wife  in  such  a  manner  that  he  took  a  note  of 
it,  with  a  view  to  see  what  could  be  done  for  him. 

He  said  that  he  had  read  the  correspondence  of  the  consuls  at  Queenstown 
and  Dublin,  and  expressed  much  satisfaction  with  the  prudent  and  careful  man* 
ner  in  which  they  had  conducted  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonf  D.  C. 


Mr.  AdafM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1212.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  June  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  commercial  panic  precipitated  by  the  threatening  aspect  of  things 
on  the  continent  has  subsided  bat  slowly.  Kelief  has  been  obtained  on  the  one 
side  by  the  receipt  of  unexpectedly  large  gold  remittances  from  the  United 
States ;  and  on  the  other  by  the  consent  of  the  great  powers  to  assemble  their 
delegates  in  conference  at  Paris,  with  the  hope  of  arriving  at  a  peaceM  settle- 
ment of  all  difficulties. 

Presuming  that  you  receive  firom  the  proper  quarters  on  the  continent  foil 
reports  of  the  state  of  things  prevailing  in  the  different  courts,  I  do  not  venture 
upon  any  predictions  as  to  tne  course  which  events  will  ultimately  take.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  explain,  so  far  as  I  can,  the  effect  upon  them 
of  the  policy  adopted  here.  The  issue  of  the  struggle  in  Parliament  on  the 
Danish  question  two  years  ago,  the  immediate  forerunner  of  the  present  com- 
plication, was  to  establish  for  this  country  a  new  rule  of  neutrality  and  isolation 
towards  all  the  continental  nations.  To  that  rule  it  is  the  present  intentioo  of 
this  government  to  adhere,  whatever  may  happen.  Conscious  of  tliis  advantage, 
the  £mperor  of  France  appears  to  be  more  and  more  shaping  his  course  towards 
establishing  himself  as  the  arbiter  of  all  the  interests  of  contineotal  Europe. 
His  aini^  so  far  as  it  may  be  gathered  from  his  language,  is  to  unsettle  in 
all  its  parts  the  arrangement  adverse  to  France  which  followed  the  downfiEtU  of 
the  first  Napoleon  in  1815.     This  has  already  been  in  a  measure  accomplished ; 
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but  mach  yet  remains,  and  that  the  most  deeply  connected  wHh  the  interests  of 
France.  The  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  1815  have  ceased  to  be  effective  in 
the  greater  part  of  Italy,  in  the  low  countries,  in  Savoy,  and  in  the  Elba 
Duchies.  They  still  continue  in  force  on  that  part  of  the  boundaries  of  France 
in  which  it  is  most  assailable  from  without.  It  is,  therefore,  not  unreasonable  to 
impute  to  its  sovereign  a  desire  ultimately  so  to  extend  its  lines  in  that  quarter 
as  to  restore  the  boundary  established  in  the  day  of  his  uncle,  but  wiped  out  by 
the  triumph  of  his  enemies.  The  motives  of  this  course  may  not  be  purely 
patriotic  ones.  Considering  the  growing  restlessness  of  the  people  under  his 
sway,  they  may  not  unfairly  be  considered  to  embrace  the  object  of  diverting 
their  attention  from  purely  domestic  concerns  to  a  result  always  cherished,  the 
attainment  of  which  might  help  to  restore  his  popularity  and  confirm  his  dynasty. 

I  have  remarked  that  the  present  attitude  of  Great  Britain  furnishes  facilities 
for  the  prosecution  of  such  a  policy  as  is  here  indicated,  which  may  tempt  the 
Emperor  to  seize  the  present  opportunity  to  use  them.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
must  possess  stronger  nerves  than  he  has  credit  for  to  contemplate  with  calm- 
ness the  consequences  that  may  ensue  from  lighting  what  may  prove  to  be  a 
general  conflagration.  As  yet  uiere  is  reason  to  suspect  that  he  has  not  braced 
himself  up  to  that  exact  point.  The  evidence  of  this  is  the  assembly  of  the 
conference  under  the  pressure  put  upon  him  by  England  and  Russia.  A  few 
days  only  can  intervene  before  he  must  show  his  hand  more  clearly  than  he  has 
yet  done.  When  he  does,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  be  in  a  position  to  judge 
of  the  probabilities  of  preserving  the  peace,  not  less  of  Great  Britain  than  that 
of  the  rest  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaUt  WtuhingUmt  D.  C* 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1772.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  4,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  will  not  unreasonably  look  to  me  for  some  account  of  the  troubles 
which  have  arisen  on  the  Canadian  border. 

On  Thursday,  the  30th,  considerable  numbers  of  the  so-called  Fenlana  ap- 
peared at  Buffalo.  Rumor  at  the  same  time  announced  that  others  of  the  same 
class  were  proceeding  towards  Pottsdam,  in  New  York,  and  towards  St.  Albans, 
in  Vermont,  with  the  supposed  determination  to  pass  through  those  points  to 
Canada.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  a  body  estimated  to  be  from  1,000  to  1,500 
strong  made  their  way  in  small  commercial  craft  across  the  Black  Rock  f(Qrry, 
at  Fort  Erie. 

By  some  conjuncture  of  circumstances  there  was  no  armed  vessel  at  Buffalo 
except  the  steamer  Michigan,  the  revenue  cutters  being  at  the  time  on  a  distant 
cruise.    The  fort  at  Buffalo  was  garrisoned  by  only  one  company. 

In  the  night  of  the  31st,  a  provincial  force,  consisting  of  artillery  and  infontry, 
represented  to  be  800,  passea  by  raiboad  to  meet  die  invaders.  We  have  con- 
flicting reports  of  a  contest  near  Fort  Erie,  but  the  way  of  the  battle  is  in  dispute, 
and,  perhaps,  the  whole  transaction  is  an  exaggeration.  What  I  can  state  with 
more  certainty  is,  what  this  government  has  directed  to  be  done  in  the  matter. 
For  several  days  past,  as  information  was  obtained  of  the  movement  of  arms, 
they  have  been  seised,  a  considerable  number  at  Buffalo  and  Pottsdam,  n^ore  at  St. 
Albans,  and  a  small  number,  with  a  large  mass  of  prepared  ammunition,  at  New 
York.    The  revenue  cutters  have  been  called  down  irom  the  lake.    The  ganri- 
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eons  at  the  several  points  indicated,  and  also  at  Rouse's  Point,  have  been  in- 
creased. Major  Oeneral  Barry  has  taken  comnand  on  the  frontier  under  Major 
General  Meade,  who  has  also  proceeded  to  the  border.  The  prosecuting  officers 
are  vigilant,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  suppress  further  proceedings  in  violation 
of  neutrality. 

Later  we  hear  that  the  Irishmen  who  crossed  at  Fort  Erie  retreated  yester- 
day, and  that,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  Niagara,  at  Black  Rock,  they  werp  in- 
tercepted and  captured  (to  the  number  of  about  700)  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Michigan.  They  are  now  held  in  custody  by  the  United  States  civil 
authorities  at  Black  Bock. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Spc.,  8pc.,  Sft. 


Mr,  AdatM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1213.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  of  despatch 
No.  1763,  of  the  2l8t  May. 

The  events  of  the  past  week  have  not  been  without  interest,  both  as  connected 
with  the  internal  as  with  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

The  grand  combination  of  the  elements  of  opposition  to  the  reform  measure, 
which  was  to  have  tried  its  strength  with  the  ministry  on  Monday  nighty  sud- 
denly and  rather  unaccountably  broke  down  at  the  most  critical  moment.  The 
true  cause  of  this  it  is  difficult  to  discover.  There  are  rumors  generally  current 
here  that  it  grew  out  of  a  private  understanding  between  the  members  of  the 
government  and  the  disaffected  persons  in  their  own  ranks,  to  the  effect  that,  in 
consideration  of  a  united  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  bill  at  this  stage,  the  at- 
tempt to  carry  it  through  would  be  abandoned  for  the  present  session.  This 
implies  so  great  a  disregard  of  character,  and  all  past  declarations  on  the  part  of 
Earl  Russdl  and  Mr.  Qladstone,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  it  credit  for  a  single 
moment.  It  is  more  reasonable  to  presume  that  the  ill-assorted  union  proved 
in^practicable,  and  that  many  of  those  who  had  been  led  to  join  it  determined  to 
retrace  their  steps  whilst  retreat  was  possible. 

But  although  the  reform  measure  is  thus  proved  to  be  too  strong  to  be  resisted 
by  direct  means,  its  fate,  under  the  joint  effect  of  procrastination  and  incidental 
amendment,  yet  remains  very  doubtful.  The  fact  of  the  secret  indisposition  to- 
wards it  of  the  great  majority  remains  indisputable.  If,  under  all  these  disad- 
vantages, the  energy  and  power  of  Mr.  Gladstone  should  ultimately  force  it 
through,  at  least  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  essential  point  of  the  lowering  of  the 
fr^chise,  his  triumph  will  .prove  one  of  the  most  remarkable  events  in  English 
parliamentary  history. 

The  other  event  is  the  final  abandonment  of  the  project  of  the  conference  of 
the  great  powers,  suggested  by  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  as  a  means  of  averting 
the  dangers  of  a  continental  war.  It  latterly  bore  on  its  face  so  much  the  aspect 
of  an  invitation  to  Austria  to  consent  to  see  itself  dbmembered  without  a  mur- 
mur, that  its  refusal  can  scarcely  give  occasion  for  surprise.  The  only  doubt 
entertained  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  making  its  declarations  in  advance.  War 
is  now  regarded  as  inevitable.  The  great  interest  of  it  will  turn  upon  its  pos- 
sible operation  upon  Uie  liberal  movement  of  Europe.  Austria  and  Prussia  both 
have  elements  of  commotion  aeitating  them  within,  which  may  find  vent  in  some 
unexpected  and  momentous  developments  on  the  first  opportunity.^    Behind 
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them  is  visible  the  position  of  France,  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  any  open- 
ing for  the  modification  of  the  map  of  Europe,  whilst  that  of  Great  Britain  is 
close  observation  of  the  tendency  of  any  such  proceeding  to  compromise  her 
power.  The  statesmen  of  this  country  affect  to  consider  themselves  as  safe  in 
their  policy  of  isolation  and  the  professed  amity  of  their  great  neighbor.  How 
slippery  that  foundation  may  prove  in  an  emergency  they  do  not  appear  anxious 
to  examine.  Neither  is  it  at  all  clear  that  their  situation  would  be  bettered  if 
they  did.  Their  proximity  to  danger  is  a  circumstance  which  no  care  or  anxiety 
could  avert. 

The  commercial  panic  is  slowly  passing  over,  though  heavy  bankruptcies 
continue  to  occur.  Great  relief  has  oeen  felt  from  the  reception  of  a  large  sum 
in, gold  from  America  at  a  moment  when  the  reserves  of  the  bank  had  been  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  point.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  transfer  will  not  have  a 
pernicious  influence  on  the  prospect  of  a  restoration  of  our  own  currency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,^  Washington^  D.  C7. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1216.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  on  the  6th  instant 
by  Lord  Clarendon,  touching  the  questions  raised  by  the  cruise  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, together  with  copies  of  the  enclosed  papers. 
I  likewise  send  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, . 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D^  C. 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adawu.  ^ 

Foreign  Office,  J«iie  6, 1866. 

Sm:  In  my  letter  of  the  19th  Jannarv,  repljinff  to  joars  of  the  28th  December,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Shenandoah,  I  had  the  nonor  to  iDform  you  that  inquiries  should  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  at  Melbourne  during  the  time  that  that  vessel  remained 
at  Melbourne,  and  that  prosecutions  should  be  instituted,  under  the  foraign  enlistment  act, 
against  any  British  subject  who  might  be  proved,  by  trust-worthy  testimony,  to  have  ti^en 
service  in  that  vessel,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  result  of  the 
action  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  in  this  matter. 

The  statements  in  the  letter  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  which  were  en- 
closed in  your  letter,  were  founded  mainly  vtpou  the  affidavit  of  a  man  named  William  A. 
Temple,  de»cribod  by  the  consul  as  being  a  very  intelligent  seaman,  and  also  upon  a  state- 
ment made  by  a  woman  named  Margaret  Marshall,  who  swears  that  during  her  husband's 
cruise  in  the  Shenandoah,  she  regularly  received  an  allowance  which  was  paid  to  her  by 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  In  Temple's  affidavit  he  dwells  among 
other  thinffs  upon  the  civilities  exchanged,  and  the  intimacy  maintained  between  the  gov- 
ernor ana  the  officials  at  Melbourne,  and  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
upon  the  advice  and  assistance  given  by  the  government  engineers  at  Melbourne,  in  the  re- 
pairs effected,  while  the  Shenandoah  remained  in  that  port. 

These  statements  were  summarized  in  your  letter  under  three  general  heads: 

1.  That  the  Shenandoah  had  left  this  country  armed  with  all  the  means  she  ever  had  ocea- 
sion  to  use  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  with  the  two  Id- 
pounders  which  Temple  swore  were  mounted  upon  her  decks  when  she  sailed  from  London, 
and  which,  according  to  him,  were  the  principal  guns  used  during  Uie  whole  cruise. 
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9.  That  CapMn  Waddell  had  been  made  fallj  aware  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
the  very  day  before  he  destroyed  a  number  of  United  States  vessels  in  the  sea  of  Okhotsk ;  and, 

3»  That  the  list  of  the  crew,  as  furnished  bj  Temple,  effectually  set  at  rest  the  pretence, 
of  Captain  Paynter,  of  her  Majesty^s  ship  Donegal,  that  there  were  no  British  subjects  on 
board  the  Shenandoah. 

Taking  Mrs.  Marshall's  affidavit  first,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &.  Co.  declare  the  above  statement  to  be  untrue,  and  that  they  never  paid  any 
money  to  her  or  to  the  wife  of  aiiy  other  seaman  of  the  Shenandoah.  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  this  point  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Hull  of  Liverpool. 

Passing  on  to  the  affidavit  of  Temple,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  an- 
nexed copies  of  two  further  letters  from  Mr.  F.  8.  Hull,  in  which,  by  direction  of  Captain 
Waddell,  he  refutes  the  charge  made  against  that  officer  of  having  destroyed  United  States 
vessels  after  ho  knew  the  war  was  over.  It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  defend  Captain  Waddell's  character,  but  as  the  charge  was  set  forth  in  a  letter  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  I  think  it  right  to  place  you  in  possession  of  the  answer 
which  he  has  made  to  the  charge,  the  more  especially  as  you  will  learn  from  Mr.  Hull's 
letters  that  the  man  Temple,  before  offering  himself  to  the  United  States  consul  as  a  witness, 
had  already  volunteered  his  services  to  Mr.  Hull,  and  that  though  Temple  knew  he  was  bom 
in  Madras,  and  had  never  been  in  America,  he,  nevertheless,  offered  to  swear  that  he  was 
bom  at  Charleston.  Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Hull  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  Temple,  who  thereupon  transferred  his  service  to  the  United  States  consulate. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  man,  as  above  explained,  and  as  4hey 
appear  in  the  papers  which  accompany  this  letter,  her  M^'esty's  government  consider  that 
tbey  are  justified  in  regarding  him  and  his  affidavits  as  unworthy  of  credit 

I  next  proceed  to  notice  the  statement  about  the  two  IB-pounders,  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  her  Majesty's  government  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  that  statement  is  not 
true,  and  I  beg  leave  on  this  point  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Hull's  letter  of  February  2i,  in]  which 
it  is  explained  that  the  two  guns  which  were  mounted  on  the  Shenandoah,  when  she  left  the 
river,  were  two  signal  guns. 

The  next  point  is  the  conduct  of  Captain  Paynter,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Donegal,  and  I 
shall  leave  it  to  that  officer  to  explain,  in  his  own  language,  the  circumstances  ot  the  case, 
and  the  course  which  he  pursued  with  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah.  Annexed  you 
will  find  full  extracts  from  the  report  on  the  subject  made  by  that  officer  to  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  shall  equally  allow  the  governor  of  Victoria  to  speak  for  himself  with  regard  to  the 
alleged  intimacy  between  him  and  the  govemment  officials  at  Melbourne  and  the  captain 
and  officers  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  also  as  to  the  aid  and  assistance  stated  to  have  been 
rendered  to  that  ship  by  the  government  engineer  at  Melbourne,  and  I  therefore  annex  a 
copy  of  the  governor's  report  upon  the  subject,  feeliug  assured  that  it  will  be  accepted  by 
your  government  as  satisfactory. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add,  as  regards  the  propriety  of  prosecuting  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  any  British  subjects  who  might  be  proved  to  have  taken  service  in  the  She- 
nandoah, that  her  Majesty's  govemment  were  advi^  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible  with 
any  prospect  of  success  to  Institute  a  prosecution  upon  the  uncorroborated  evidence  of 
Temple,  and  that  the  efforts  to  procure  other  testimony  of  such  a  character  as  would  justify 
her  Majesty's  govemment  in  proceeding  upon  it  have  been  unavailing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

CLARENDON. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,  8fc.,  Sfc,  at  London. 


Mr.  Hull  to  Mr.  BaUson 

No.  C  Cook  Street, 
Liverpool^  January  30,  1866. 
Dear  Sm :  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &,  Co.  instmct  us  to  inform  you  that  they  never  paid 
either  Margaret  Marshall  or  any  other  wife,  or  any  seaman  of  the  Shenandoah,  a  sixpence 
at  any  time. 

Their  name  has,  no  doubt,  been  put  into  the  mouth  of  an  ignorant  woman  by  the  zealous 
detective  who  supplies  information  to  the  American  consul. 
Yours,  truly, 

F.  S.  HULL. 
W.  G.  Bateson,  Esq. 

9  D  C 
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JIfr.  Hull  to  M,r.  Bateson. 

Liverpool,  6  Cook  Street,  January  26, 1866. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  From  the  little  I  bave  seen  of  Captain  Waddell,  I  am  satisfied  that  notbiDg 
would  distress  him  more  than  to  think  that  any  respectable  person  should  believe  that  he  was 
guilty  of  destroying  shipping  after  he  was  himself  satisfied,  or  even  entertained  any  reason- 
a,ble  doubt,  as  to  the  termination  of  the  war. 

I  am  sure  that  if  her  Majesty's  goyemmeut  want  any  information  on  this  point.  Captain, 
Waddell  will  gladly  give  it.  either  to  Mr.  Greenwood  or  to  yourself. 

As  I  named  to  you  to-day.  Temple,  alias  Jones,  is  a  fellow  utterly  unworthy  of  belief^  and 
I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Dudley  should  be  the  dupe  of  such  an  unprincipled  young  rascal. 

As  I  told  you  to-day,  he  volunteered  to  come  to  me,  and  after  telling  me  tlmt  he  was  bom 
in  Madras,  he  said  he  was  prepared  to  swear  that  he  was  bom  in  Charleston,  never  having 
been  in  America  in  his  life.  I  therefore  declined  his  services,  and  he  forthwith  transferred 
them  to  Mr.  Thompson,  ex-detective,  and  thence  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Captain  Waddell  has  burst  a  blood-vessel  since  he  came  to  this  country,  and  is  n«w  in  a 
yery  precarious  state  of  health.    I  have  not  seen  him  for  some  months. 
Believe  me,  &c.,  &c., 

F.  S.  HULL. 

W.  G.  Bateson,  Esq. 


Mr.  Hull  to  Mr,  Bateson, 

Liverpool,  6  Cook  Street,  February  28,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Captain  Waddell  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  and  the 
letters  and  affidavit  which  accompanied  it,  and  he  desires  through  me  to  offer  the  following 
observations  upon  these  documents : 

Mr.  Adams  found  in  the  affidavit  of  Temple  three  grounds  of  complaint,  which  may  be 
briefly  alluded  to  as  follows : 

1st.  That  the  vessel  was  armed  when  she  left  London. 

2d.  That  C^tain  Waddell  continued  to  destroy  American  shipping  afler  he  was  made 
aware  that  the  war  had  ended. 

3d.  That  the  vessel  was  mainly  manned  by  British  subjects. 

We  deal  with  the  last  charge  first.  Captain  Waddell  assures  me  that  he  never  eoHsted 
any  seamen  at  any  British  port,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty's  government.  He 
never  asked  any  seaman  what  his  nationality  was,  and  had  no  knowledge  whatever  on  the 
subject. 

With  respect  to  the  second  charge.  Captain  Waddell  states  that  on  the  23d  of  June  he 
captured  a  vessel  called  the  Susan  Abigail,  which  vessel  had  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  about 
the  20th  of  April,  oa  a  trading  voyage  to  the  Arctic  seas.  She  had  newspapers  on  board, 
which  contained  the  news  of  the  surrendeir  of  General  Lee,  and  also  an  address  by  President 
Davis  to  the  southern  people,  issued  from  Danville,  stating  that  the  war  would  be  carried  on 
with  renewed  vigor. 

Captain  Waddell  states  that  he  did  not  destroy  any  vessels  after  the  28th  June,  and  that 
he  did  not  obtain  information  of  the  actual  termination  of  the  war  until  he  fell  in  with  the 
Barraconta,  on  the  2d  of  August,  when  he  at  once  disarmed  his  ship.  Temple  is  a  very  young 
man,  under  twenty.  He  shipped  as  an  ordinary  seaman,  and  was  at  first  employed  as  boy 
to  wait  on  the  officers  in  the  steerage.  He  was  disrated  from  this  office,  and  put  to  duty  on 
deck. 

His  affidavit  contains  a  certain  amount  of  immaterial  truths,  mixed  with  errors,  and  also 
eveiT  now  and  again  a  deliberate  false  statement.  To  several  of  these  statements  Captain 
Waddell  offers  the  following  observations.  He  says  that  he  called  on  the  governor  at  his 
official  residence,  but  did  not  see  him,  and  the  governor  never  returned  the  call,  nor  took  any 
notice  of  him ;  nor  did  Captain  Waddell  ever  speak  to  him,  either  officiallyjor  privately. 
Captain  Waddell  did  not  entertain  any  of  the  officials  of  Melbourne.  It  is  not  true  that  the 
government  engineer  rendered  any  personal  assistance  or  advice.  The  inspection  be  made 
was  under  the  orders  of  his  own  government,  as  shown  in  the  official  correspondence.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  name  of  the  Sea  King  was  painted  out  before  Captain  Waddell  took  poeaes- 
sion  of  her ;  it  was  not  painted  out  until  she  had  been  a  week  or  more  in  his  possessioB; 
it  is  not  true  that '  the  Shenandoah  emir ed  for  a  month  off  the  Isle  of  Japan ;  it  ia  not 
trae  that  the  vessel  had  on  board  two  18-pounders  ;  it  is  not  true  that  money  aad 
jewelry  and  other  valuables  were  taken  from  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  captured  vessels, 
or  that  he  put  the  captured  crews  in  irons,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  enlist ;  it.  is  not  true 
that  Captam  Waddell  sent  some  of  the  marines  among  the  men  to  tell  them  that  they  were 
all  to  be  southerners  when  their  names  were  called  over  before  Captain  Paynter.  There  are 
numerous  other  false  statements  in  the  affidavit  of  Temple,  which  Captain  WaddeU  deeats  it 
to  be  unnecessary  to  answer,  but  he  denies  the  above,  partly  because  some  of  them,  if  true, 

oogle 
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wcmid  aflfect  his  personal  character  as  a  gentleman,  and  the  others  he  denies  hecanse  they 
are  capable  of  being  disprored  by  other  evidence  within  the  reach  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  will  show  how  utterly  anwortby  of  belief  this  yonng  man  Temple  is. 

Captain  Waddell  delivered  up  the  Shenandoah  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  her 
Majesty's  government  handed  her  over  to  Mr.  Dudley.  Mr.  Dudley,  therefore,  had  it  in  his 
own  power  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  there  were  no  18-pounders  on  board  the  ship.  When 
the  vessel  was  handed  over  to  Captain  Waddell,  at  Madeira,  she  had  two  signal  guns,  which 
we  understand  were  put  on  board  her  by  the  orders  of  her  Majesty's  govemmen  t  when  on 
her  previohs  voyage  she  had  carried  troops  for  her  Majesty's  government.  Her  Majesty's 
government  have,  therefore,  the  means  of  testing  the  correctuess  of  this  story. 

With  respect  to  Temple,  I  may  myself  add,  that  unsolicited  he  called  on  me  on  the  24th 
November  lost,  and  tendered  his  evidence  on  behalf  of  Captain  Corbett.  I  asked  him  where 
he  was  bom,  and  he  said  at  Madras.  I  asked  him  when  and  where  he  had  enlisted  into  the 
Shenandoah,  and  he  said  at  Madeira.  I  then  told  him  I  could  not  with  propriety  accept  his 
evidence,  as  it  would  compromise  hioiself,  as  he  was  a  British  subject  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
listment He  then  said  be  was  prepared  to  swear  that  he  was  bom  at  Charleston,  and  I 
declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him. 

I  am,  4fec,  &c.,  F.  S.  HULL. 

W.  G.  Bateson,  Esq. 


Captain  Paynter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

[Extract] 

Hbr  Majesty's  Ship  Doih^^oal, 

Rock  Ferry,  February  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  22d  of  January 
last,  with  its  printed  enclosures  from  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister,  to  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  and  in  reply,  beg  to  state  that  having  received  instructions  from  you  dated  the 
6th  of  November,  1H65,  to  prevent  the  late  confederate  ship-of-war  Shenandoah  from  coaling 
or  leaving  the  port  of  Liverpool,  I  placed  a  guard  of  officers  and  men  on  board,  and  took 
upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  preventing  Captain  Waddell,  the  officers  and  men,  from 
leaving  the  ship  until  I  had  your  authority  for  so  doing. 

For  three  days  the  Shenandoah  lay  at  anchor  in  the  waters  of  the  Sloyne,  and  had  there^ 
been  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  any  person  at  Liverpool  during  her  detention  to  giv» 
evidence  that  any  of  her  crew  were  British  subjects,  every  facility  would  have  been  afforded 
them  by  myself,  the  custom-house  officers  on  board,  and  Lieutenant  Cheek,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Shenandoah,  but  neither  from  the  American  consulate,  the  police,  customs 
authorities,  nor  by  magistrate's  warrant,  was  any  information  forthcoming.  If  there  had  been, 
I  should,  of  course,  have  supported  the  civil  power. 

With  reference  to  the  discnarge  of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  in  compliance  with  your 
order  of  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  ot  the  9th  of  November, 
and  also  to  the  letters  which  I  herewith  euclosed,  from  Lieutenant  Cheek  and  the  paymaster 
of  this  ship,  dated  the  26th  of  January,  1866. 

On  the  subject  of  Mr.  Adams's  remark,  that  Temple's  list  will  "set  at  rest  the  pretence  o^ 
the  officer  sent  on  board  that  there  were  no  British  subjects  belonging  to  the  vessel,"  I  most 
courteously  beg  to  say  that  to  my  knowledge  the  United  States  authorities  had  plenty  of 
agents  at  their  command  in  this  port,  who  could  have  arrested  under  proper  warrant  any 
person  suspected  of  infringing  the  foreign  enlistment  act  on  board  the  ohenandoah  whilst 
under  my  charge. 

Ajb  to  the  tnuhfulness  or  the  falsehood  of  Temple's  affidavit,  I  have  obtained  evidence  that 
a  young  Indian,  calling  himself  William  A.  Temple,  did,  one  month  after  the  crew  of  the 
Shenandoah  had  dispersed,  sign  before  Mr.  Thornley,  (public  notary,)  an  affidavit  giving  a 
list  of  the  supposed  crew,  and  that  it  appears  b^  W.  A.  Temple's  own  statement — 

First.  That  he  must  have  told  a  deliberate  falsehood  as  to  his  nationality  when  he  passed 
round  and  stated  to  me  that  he  was  an  American  seaman. 

Second.  That  he  considers  himself  defrauded  by  the  confederate  authorities  of  twenty-two 
pounds,  due  to  him  for  wages* 

Third.  Mr.  Woods,  the  landlord,  of  No.  108  St  James  street,  states  no  man  of  that  name 
lodged  at  his  house. 

Fourth.  Ue  admitted  before  Mr.  Hamner,  manager  of  the  Sailors*  Home^  that  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  his  affidavit,  declared  before  Mr.  Thornley,  was  fiilse. 

«  f'  •  »  »  #  • 

It  appears  to  me  scarcely  possible  whilst  mustering  out  a  crew  to  decide  upon  the  nation-* 
alitv  or  birthplace  of  most  of  the  seamen  frequenting  this  port ;  the  enormous  shipping  trade 
with  America,  and  the  facility  with  which  tickets  of  naturalization  as  American  citizens  can 
be  obtained,  secures  absolute  impunity  in  that  respect,  whilst  the  dress,  style,  and  habita 
of  the  mongrel  crews  who  man  the  vessels  of  this  port  are  such  complete  disguises  that  I  trust 
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I  maj  be  pardoned,  if  as  a  Brituh  o£Scer,  accustomed  daring  jnj  whole  period  of  service  to 
the  uniform  and  cleanly  appearance  of  British  men-of-war's  men,  I  coald  not  pronounce  or 
mj  own  responsibilitj  whether  some  of  the  dirty-drawling,  ill-looking,  gray-coated,  big- 
bearded  men,  who  passed  before  me  as  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  were  British  subjecU  or 

American  citizens. 

•  •  »  «  •  »  • 

I  have,  &^.,  &., 

J.  A.  PAYNTER,  Captain. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 


JIfr.  IVarwick  to  Captain  Papder. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal, 

JRock  Ferry,  January  24,  1666. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders  to  report  what  I  witnessed  and  heard  on  the  occasion 
of  the  mustering  of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  late  confederate  cruiser,  on  the  evening  of 
the  8th  Novem^r  last,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  accompanied  you  on  board  that  vessel  to 
assist  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  crew  were  British  subjects ;  and  to 
take  notes  and  examine  evidence  in  the  event  of  information  of  having  infringed  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act  being  laid  against  anv  individual. 

On  proceeding  alongside  the  Shenanaoah  in  the  ferry  steamer  a  number  of  the  crew 
swarmed  on  board  by  the  hawsers,  but  were  persuaded  by  you  to  return  to  their  ship. 

I  followed  you  into  Captain  WaddelPs  cabin  and  heard  you  ask  him  on  his  word  of  honor 
whether  he  was  aware  ot  any  BritiHh  subjects  forming  part  of  his  crew  7  He  assured  you 
that  he  was  not;  neither  did  he  believe  there  were  any  among  them,  and  that  they  had  all 
been  shipped  on  the  high  seas.  You  then  came  out  into  the  officers'  mess  place,  called  them 
qround  and  asked  if  they  were  British  subjects ;  they  replied  they  were  not,  nor  did  they  think 
•any  of  the  crew  were. 

At  your  request  Captain  Waddell  directed  the  senior  lieutenant  to  muster  the  crew,  which 
be  did  from  a  book  resembling  a  watch  bill,  and  said  to  be  the  only  muster-roll  on  board. 
£ach  man  as  he  passed  across  the  deck  was  carefully  scrutinized  and  asked  what  country- 
man he  was.  Most  of  them  stated  that  thej'  came  from  one  or  other  of  the  southern  Stat^ 
.  some  were  Sandwich  Islanders  and  a  few  Portuguese,  but  none  acknowledged  to  being 
British,  and  judging  from  their  appearance  and  dress  I  did  not  think  they  were. 

It  was  impossible,  in  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory  proof,  to  have  determined  who  were 
British  subjects  and  who  Americans.  They  were  all  so  much  alike,  and  the  only  means  of 
ascertaining  were  those  adopted  by  you,  viz :  questioning  each  individual  as  he  passed  at 
muster. 

No  information  whatever  was  lodged  against  any  one  during  the  time  we  were  on  board 
the  Shenandoah. 

The  crew  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a  very  excited  state  at  having  been  detained  on  board 
for  three  days  without  any  reason  having  been  assigned  or  authority  shown  them  for  so  doing, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  any  further  detention  would  have  resulted  in  a  serious  not. 
I  have,  &>Ct  &c., 

ROBERT  W.  WARWICK,  Paymaster. 

Captain  J.  A.  Paynter,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal, 


Mr.  Cheek  to  Captain  Paynter, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Qoshawk, 

Rock  Ferry,  January  26,  1666. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  calling  on  me  to  report  the  proceeding  on  board  the 
Shenandoah  during  her  detention  at  this  port  by  the  British  authorities,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  agreeably  to  instructions  dated  November  the  6th,  1865,  1  proceeded  in  her 
Majesty's  gunboat  Goshawk,  under  my  command,  and  lashed  her  alongside  the  vessel. 

In  the  evening  Captain  Waddell  informed  me  that  the  vessel  having  been  taken  charge  of 
by  the  custom-house  authorities  he  considered  himself,  the  officers,  and  crew  relieved  from 
all  further  charge  and  responsibility  of  the  ship,  and  that  his  authority  over  the  crew  would 
also  end. 

The  following  dav  (November  the  7th)  the  crew  requested  that  I  would  allow  them  to 
land,  none  of  them  having  been  on  shore  for  more  than  nine  months  I  told  them  that  under 
the  circumstances  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  grant  it,  and  persuaded  them  to  remain  quiet 
for  a  day  or  two,  till  orders  could  be  received  from  London. 

They  then  demanded  to  see  my  authority  for  detaining  them.  I  explained  that  I  acted 
under  orders  from  you.    They  replied  that  you  could  have  no  charge  of  them  without  in- 
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etractions  from  Earl  Russel],  the  fbre!^  office,  or  the  American  minister,  as  tbej  were 
American  subjects. 

This  evening,  as  on  the  previous  one,  I  succeeded  in  pacifying  the  crew  bj  reasoning  with 
them. 

On  the  following  morning  (November  the  8th)  the  crew  were  getting  riotous,  and  deter- 
mined to  remain  on  board  no  longer — eight  or  ten  had  already  deserted.  I  therefore,  in  a 
letter  to  you.  explained  the  excited  state  the  crew  were  in,  and  that  I  had  heard  from 
one  or  two  of  the  officers  their  determination  to  leave  the  vessel  that  evening  at  all  risks ;  I  * 
should  therefore  be  compelled  to  let  them  escape,  or  else  detain  them  by  force. 

The  answer  I  received  from  you  was  that  I  was  to  act  up  to  your  orders,  and  the  crew 
were  to  remain  on  board,  but  that  you  hoped  soon  to  have  instructions  from  London. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  excited  state  of  the  crew  by  their  conduct  in  attempting 
to  desert,  many  of  them  jumping  on  board  the  steamer  and  trying  to  conceal  themselves 
when  you  came  to  muster  ana  examine  them,  on  which  occasion  I  accompanied  you  into  the 
cabin  and  heard  you  question  Captain  Waddell  as  to  whether  he  believed  anv  of  his  crew  to 
be  British  subjects ;  he  replied  in  the  negative,  and  stated  that  be  had  shipped  them  all  at  sea. 

On  your  qaestioning  the  officers  they  also  made  the  same  statement. 

The  first  lieutenaot  mastered  the  crew  from  a  book  of  his  own — the  only  list  found  on 
board — and  you  stopped  and  questioned  the  men  as  thev  passed  before  you. 

Each  one  stated  that  he  belonged  to  one  or  other  of  tne  States  of  America. 

The  personal  baggage  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  examine^  by  the  custom-house  officers, 
to  prevent  any  American  property  being  taken  on  shore. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  November,  you  again  came  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and 
met  the  American  consul  in  the  cabin  of  a  tug  he  had  hired  to  bring  him  alongside.  He 
then  promised  to  send  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  her,  as  a  captured  confederate  cruiser,  on 
behalf  of  the  American  government. 

On  the  10th  of  Novemoer  Captain  Freeman  came  on  board  and  took  charge,  under  orders 
from  the  American  consul,  and  in  compliance  with  your  memorandum  I  handed  the  vessel  and 
stores  over  to  him. 

On  my  leaving  the  Shenandoah  Captain  Freeman  hoisted  the  American  ensign  and  pen- 
dant, and  proclaimed  her  a  man-of-war. 

During  the  time  I  was  on  board  I  received  no  information,  nor  could  I  obtain  any  evidence, 
that  any  of  the  crew  were  British  subjects.    Had  I  done  so,  I  should  have  arrested  them, 
and  immediately  communicated  with  you  for  further  instructions. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

ALFRED  CHEEK.    • 

Captain  J.  A.  Paynter, 

Her  Majtstjf's  Ship  Donegal. 


Oovemor  Sir  Charles  H,  Darling  to  Mr.  CardweU. 
[Extract] 

GOYERNMENT  HOUSE, 

Melbourne,  March  21,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your  despateh  No.  8,  of  the  20th  January, 
that  I  saw  the  officer  commanding  the  Shenandoah  upon  only  one  occasion.  That  occasion 
was  the  celebration  of  divine  service  in  the  church  wnich  I  attend  habitually. 

I  did  not  know  who  the  stranger  was  until  I  received  information  on  the  subject.  Afrer 
the  conclasion  of  the  service  he  called  to  pay  his  respects  to  me  at  my  office  in  Melbourne. 
I  had  not  arrived  at  the  office,  and  he  lefl  his  card.  He  did  not  repeat  his  visit,  and  I  have- 
never  exchanged  a  syllable  orall^r  with  that  gentleman.  After  this  statement,  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  I  was  not  entertained,  either  publicly  or  privately,  bv  him  on  board  his  vessel,  and 
that  he  was  not  entertained  in  any  way  by  me.  I  am  certain  that  none  of  my  ministers  either 
offered  to,  or  received  from,  him  any  attention. 

Captain  Waddell  and  his  officers  were,  I  am  aware,  entertained  at  a  dinner  party  at  the 
Melbourne  Club.  This  dinner  was  not  given  by  the  club,  but  b^  certain  members  of  that 
association.  I  believe  that  some  persons  in  the  service  of  the  civil  government  were  among 
the  hosts  on  this  occasion.    The  entertainment,  however,  was  a  private  one. 

Some  of  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah  proceeded  to  Ballarat,  I  believe,  upon  invitatioik 
to  attend  a  subscription  ball.  They  were  most  enthusiastically  received  at  that  place,  as- 
they  were  by  the  commercial  body  of  Melbourne  generally.  The  gentleman  whose  name  la 
represented  by  a  blank  in  Mr.  Templets  statement  was  no  doubt  a  southern  dtizen  who  had 
been  the  American  consul  in  Melbourne. 

If  any  functionary  answering  to  the  description  of  the  English  government  engineer  vis- 
ited the  Shenandoah,  I  am  sure  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  progress  of  the  work, 
and  informing  the  government  of  the  prospect  of  being  relieve  of  the  presence  of  the 
Yossel. 
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It  is  quite  possible,  of  course,  that  be  made  stm^gestions  by  which  be  tboug^ht  that  this  ob- 
ject would  be  more  speedily  accomplished ;  but  my  impression  is  that  the  person  alluded  to 
is  the  enfpneer  or  shipwright  who  was  employed  by  Captain  Waddell,  unoer  the  permission 
to  lepair  which  he  received  from  me. 

I  have,  Slc,  d:., 

C.  H.  DABLIN6. 
Bight  Honorable  £.  Cardwbll,  M.  P. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7,  1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  6th  instant,  toother  with  th» 
papers  to  which  it  refers,  touching  certain  points  raised  in  the  course  of  the  cruise  of  the  vessel 
known  as  the  Shenandoah. 

I  have  read  the  evidence  thus  presented  with  great  care,  but  I  regret  to  say  without  ma- 
terially changing  my  conviction  of  the  substantial  correctness  of  the  propositions  which  it 
became  my  painful  duty  to  advance.  The  attempt  made  to  break  down  the  character  oi  the 
principal  witness,  Temple,  appears  to  me  more  successful  than  the  invalidation  of  the  chief 
facte  stated  by  him,  corroborated  as  they  are  by  much  incidental  testimony,  which  has  since 
that  time  come  to  my  knowledge.  But  as  it  seems  to  me  likely  to  serve  no  useful  purpose  to 
either  of  the  two  governments  or  nations,  to  prosecute  investigations  into  these  painful  de- 
tails of  a  most  unfortunate  period  to  their  harmonious  relations,  I  shall  pray  your  lordsbip^s 
permission  to  transmit,  without  further  conmient,  copies  of  these  papers  to  my  government, 
which  will,  I  doubt  not,  give  to  them  the  respectful  consideration  due  to  the  source  from 
which  they  immediately  come. 

I  pray  your  lorcfship  to  accept^  d:.c.,  ds-c, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  i^e,,  i^c,  i^e. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1779.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washingfan,  June  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  despatch  of  the 
25th  of  May,  which  relates  to  the  case  of  Golonel  Burke,  who  is  now  held  in 
prison  in  Ireland. 

Yon  inform  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  decline  to  release  him,  and 
assign  as  a  reason  the  fact  that  he  is  believed  to  be  deeply  implicated  in  the 
Fenian  plot 

You  cuso  inibrm  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  only  two  cases  in  which  her  Majes- 
ty's government  have  declined  to  surrender  United  States  citizens  at  our  request. 
At  this  distance  it  seems  to  me  that  the  danger  of  an  attempt  at  revolution  in 
Ireland  has  already  passed.  I  think  that  the  British  nation  will  be  satisfied  by 
intelligence  of  recent  events  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  that  all  danger  of  dis- 
turbance in  Ireland  from  this  quarter  has  also  passed. 

Under  these  circumstances  you  will  be  expected  to  suggest  to  Lord  Olarea- 
don  the  expediency  of  the  exercise  of  clemency  to  the  extent,  at  least,  oi  re- 
leasing all  of  the  American  citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  who  are  in  confine- 
ment, upon  the  condition  of  their  returning  to  the  United  States.  While  snch 
«  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  would  seem  to  be  an  entirdy 
aafe  one,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  would  have  a  tranquillizing  effect  here. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ic„  8fc.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1780.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  for  yonr  informatioa  a  copy  of  a  Dote^  which,  on  the 
11th  instant,  I  addressed  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  upon  the  subject  of  the  recent 
Fenian  expedition  into  Canada. 

A  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  6th  instant,  relating  to  the 
aforenamed  movement,  is  also  enclosed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  tfc,,  ifc. 


[June  6,  1866.~Warning  good  citizenB  against  taking  part  in  or  aiding  a  military  expedition 
in  preparation  against  colonies  of  British  North  America,  &.c,  dccl 

BT  THE  PBlESIDBNT  OF  THE  UNrTED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  become  known  to  me  that  certain  evil-disposed  persons  have,  within  the 
territorj  and  jarisdiction  of  the  United  States,  began  and  set  on  foot  and  have  provided  and 
prepared,  and  are  still  engaged  in  providing  and  preparing,  means  for  a  military  expedition  and 
enterprise,  which  expedition  and  enterprise  is  to  be  earned  on  from  the  territory  and  jurisdicd 
tion  of  the  United  States  against  colonies,  districts,  and  people  of  British  North  America,  within- 
the  dominions  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  with  which  said  colonies, 
districts  and  people,  and  kingdom  the  United  States  are  at  peace ; 

And  whereas  the  proceedings  aforesaid  constitute  a  high  misdemeanor,  forbidden  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  nations : 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing*  the  canning  on  of  the  nnlawfhl  expedition 
and  enterprise  aforesaid  from  the  territory  and  jurisdictidn  of  the  United  States  and,  to  mun-  • 
tain  the  public  peace,  as  well  as  the  national  honor,  and  enforce  cbedience  and  respect  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  admonish 
and  warn  all  good  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  taking  part  in  or  in  anywise  aiding, 
countenancing,  or  abetting  said  unlawful  proceedincra ;  and  I  do  exhort  all  judges,  magis- 
trates, marshals,  and  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  employ  all  tlieir  lawful 
authority  and  power  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  aforesaid  unlawful  proceedings,  and  to  arrest 
and  bring  to  justice  all  persons  who  may  be  engaged  therein. 

And,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  I  do  furthermore 
authorize  and  empower  Major  General  G^eorge  G.  Meade,  commander  of  the  military  division 
of  the  Atlantie,  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  and  the  militia 
thereof,  to  arrest  and  prevent  the  setting  on  foot  and  carrying  on  the  expedition  and  enter- 
prise aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  ci^  of  Washington,  this  sixth  day  of  June,,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninetieth. 

tSEAL.  1  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President : 

WiLLfAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewa^rd. 

No.  1217.]  Legation  of  tbe  United  States, 

London^  June  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  bave  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  1764  to  1771,  inclnsive. 

The  public  attention  has  been  this  week  absorbed  in  the  observation  dt  the 

*  For  this  enclosure  tee  correspondence  with  the  British  legation.  OOqIc 
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movementB  in  tbe  German  states.  The  failure  of  the  conference  haa  been  fbl* 
lowed  bj  notes  of  a  more  and  more  hostile  tone,  until  the  termination  of  diplo- 
matic relations  between  Austria  and  Prussia  has  removed  the  last  obstruction  to 
a  rupture.  Meanwhile,  both  parties  are  restrained  from  commencing  hostilities 
by  a  fear  of  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  still  wavering  policy  of  the  smaller  Ger- 
man states  acting  /through  the  forms  of  the  Diet.  This  hesitation,  however, 
can  last  but  a  short  time  longer.  The  slightest  accident  may  put  an  end  to  it 
at  any  moment. 

The  declaration  made  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  read  in  the  French 
chamber,  is  susceptible  of  many  constructions,  but,  if  taken  in  connection  witii 
the  speech  at  Auxerre,  it  seems  to  me  to  indicate  distinctly  enough  the  expecta- 
tions generated  by  the  crisis.  If  the  treaties  of  1815,  which  last  settled  the 
balance  of  Europe,  are  to  be  obliterated,  it  is  clear  that  a  war  can  only  terminate 
by  the  substitution  of  some  other  general  plan.  It  is  at  that  point  that  the  Em- 
peror expects  to  step  in  with  conditions  for  the  advantage  of  France,  made  con- 
tingent upon  any  and  every  acquisition,  which  success  in  the  war  may  secure  to 
either  of  the  contending  powers. 

It  only  remains  to  be  seen  how  Great  Britain,  with  her  new  theory  of  non- 
intervention, can  peacefully  counteract  this  policy,  so  as  to  preserve  her  relative 
station  in  Europe.  Entertaining  no  hearty  confidence  in  the  French  Emperor, 
she  is  yet  compelled  in  a  degree  to  rely  on  his  professions  as  a  justification  for 
her  owji  course  of  abstention.  Hence  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  she  may  be 
in  the  end  suddenly  brought,  as  in  the  case  of  Savoy,  to  the  recognition  of  a  new 
cession  of  territory  as  an  accomplished  fact,  from  sheer  inability  to  resort  to  any 
course  of  measures  in  season  to  obstruct  it. 

The  spectacle  of  the  developments  of  this  great  movement  can  scarcely  fail  to 
be  interesting.  But  as  you  have  accurate  sources  of  information  fntm  its  great 
centres,  I  shall  .confine  myself  to  the  duty  of  considering  the  subject  from  time 
to  time,  only  so  far  as  it  may  bear  upon  the  situation  of  this  people,  and  through 
them  indirectly  upon  the  interests  of  our  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State t  Washington^  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1218.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatches  No.  1766,  of  the  21st,  and  1769, 
of  the  29th  of  May,  it  may  be  as  well  for  me  briefly  to  report  to  you  the  precise 
state  in  which  the  subject  of  the  people  claiming  to .  be  Americans  who  are  im- 
prisoned in  Ireland  now  stands. 

In  consequence  of  the  conversation  I  last  had  with  Lord  Clarendon,  as  reported 
in  my  No.  1210,  of  the  1st  of  June,  his  lordship  sent  me,  with  a  confidential 
private  note,  the  reports  which  he  had  procured  from  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  touching  the  treatment  of  all  these  cases.  The  substance  of  it  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  invidious  discrimination  in  the  right  of  access  to  the  two 
classes  of  prisoners, native  and  naturalized,  had  been  waived ;  that  those  who  were 
natives,  and  such  of  the  naturalized  as  did  not  appear  to  have  been  seriously  im- 
plicated in  the  conspiracy  were  iu  process  of  liberation,  under  conditions  of  de- 
parture from  the  isl&nd,  and  lastly,  that  only  those  whom  there  was  very  strong 
reason  to  believe  deeply  implicated  in  the  plbt,  and  who  had  been  sent  out  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  an  active  share  iu  leading  the  contemplated  military  op- 
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erations,  were  to  be  retained  in  confinement  Among  these  were  specifically 
desigoated  Barke,  Mjkins,  Gleeson,  Kirwan,  and  other  officers  in  the  late  war 
in  America,  about  whom  I  have  been  desired  by  yon  to  make  representations. 
Bat  since  this  report  was  sent,  it  appears  from  a  report  of  Mr.  West  that  his  i 
liberty  had  been  offered  to  the  last  named,  Kirwan,  and  refased  by  him  with 
indignation  on  account  of  the  condition  of  departure  under  guard.  I 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  am  compelled  to  confess  my  belief  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  these  parties  have  been,  in  fact,  sent  here  with  a  view  to  the  execution 
of  the  military  part  of  the  Fenian  project.     But  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  have  been  able  to  prove  their  naturalization.    The  native  Americans,  i 
so  ^Eir  as  I  know,  have  been  released,  including  James  Smith,  the  person  to  \ 
whom  your  despatch  No.  1753,  of  the  1st  May,  relates.     I  shall  continue  to  do  ^ 
all  in  my  power  to  relieve  all  those  persons  who  seem  to  be  entitled  to  claim 
assistance,  either  as  native  or  naturalized  citizens,  eiren  though  some  of  the  latter 
may  not  by  their  action  furnish  very  good  grounds  for  intercession  in  their 
behalf. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1788.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  will  thank  you  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government 
the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Black  well,  who  it  is  alleged  is  imprisoned  in  Clon- 
mel  jail,Tipperary,  Ireland,  on  suspicion  of  sympathizing  witn  Fenianism,  and 
to  request  that  he  may  be  released,  if  upon  investigation  it  is  ascertained  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  reason  for  his  detention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Aj>ams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1789.]  Department  op  Stat«, 

Washington,  June  16,  1866. ' 
Sir  :  I  will  thank  you  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  representation  made  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  Hart, 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Thomas  J.  Hynes,  who,  it  appears- 
is  improperly  imprisoned  in  Ireland  by  the  British  officers.  The  necessity  of 
this  application  may  be  removed  by  the  release  of  Mr.  Hynes  anterior  to  the 
date  of  this  despatch,  but  if  this  be  not  the  case  you  may  request  information 
concerning  the  reasons  which  warrant  a  continued  detention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  fy:.,  fy:.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Dixom  to  Mr.  Sewmrd. 

Senate,  J[ume  12, 1866. 
I  respectfiillj  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Seward  to  the  within,  and  ask  his  interposition,  if 
consistent  with  the  public  interest. 

JAMES  DIXON. 


Hartford,  Connecticut,  June  11, 1866. 
The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respectfully 
represent  that  Thomas  J.  Hynes,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emimted  to  this  country  in  the 
year  1857,  and  who  is  now  about  twenty-four  years  of  ag^e,  a  resident  of  said  city  of  Hartfisrd, 
and  a  naturalised  citisen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  man  of  g^ood  character  and  rq>Qte, 
sailed  from  New  York  on  the  21st  of  Aj^ril  last  for  £urop€^  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
and  to  make  a  visit  to  his  parents,  who  reside  in  Cashentray,  in  the  county  of  West  Meath, 
Ireland,  and  with  the  intention  of  bringing  his  father  to  this  country  with  him  on  his  return. 
That  previous  to  his  departure  he  was  in  the  employment  of  the  State  Bank  of  this  city,  and 
obtained  a  leave  of  absence  from  the  bank  for  two  months,  intending  to  return  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time.  A  passaee  ticket  for  his  father  was  forwarded  to  him  on  the  10th  of  May, 
and  we  are  entirely  satisfied  that  his  journey  was  solely  for  the  purposes  before  mentioneo, 
and  had  no  relation  to  any  political  movement  whatever. 

On  the  18th  day  of  May,  1866,  while  stepping  from  a  steamer  at  the  MorUi  Wall,  DuUin, 
tiie  said  Thomas  J.  Hvnes  was  arrested  as  a  Fenian  emissary,  and  has  since  been  confined 
in  Richmond  Bridewell,  as  we  learn  from  the  public  prints  and  from  his  brother,  Captain 
James  L.  Hynes,  of  Hartford. 

The  &aid  Thomas  J.  Hynes  has  three  brothers  residing  in  Hartford,  all  respectable  natu- 
ralized citizens,  who  feel  the  greatest  distress  on  account  of  their  brother's  situation,  and  the 
greatest  solicitude  for  his  safetv. 

On  his  own  and  his  brother^s  behalf  we  take  the  liberty  to  respectfully  request  that  the 
proper  steps  may  be  taken  through  your  department  to  obtain,  if  possible,  his  release  from 
arrest  and  confinement.    His  friends  have  not  been  able  to  hear  from  him  since  his  arrest. 

£.  S.  Cleaveland.  H.  H.  Bartner. 

LB.  Colt.  V.M.Allyn. 

Henry  C.  Robinson.  E.  H.  Queen. 

William  D.  Shipman.  Qeorge  Bissett 

Henry  C.  Doming,  M.  C.        C.  M.  Natham. 
James  Hamersley.  Eslesia  Colt. 

C.  H.  Braiuard.  Julius  Catlin. 

George  F.  Hills.  Allyn  S.  Stillman. 

Chartes  R.  Chapman.  Calvin  Day. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States. 


Circular  to  the  diplamatic  agents  and  consuls  of  the  United  States, 

Dbpabtmfnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  June  18,  1866. 
Gbntlbmbn  :  Your  attention  b  specially  invited  to  the  subjoined  order  of 
this  date,  relative  to  the  payment  of  appropriate  honors  to  the  memoiy  of  the 
late  Lewis  Gass,  whose  last  official  public  service  was  rendered  to  his  country 
as  the  head  of  this  department. 

You  wiU  cause  the  flags  of  your  several  offices  to  be  displayed  at  half-mast 
on  the  reception  of  this  circular,  and  will  adopt  the  usual  symbols  of  public 
mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty  days. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

DEPARTMCirr  OF  State, 
«  fVaskimgUm^  Jwu  18, 1866. 

The  Prerident  direets  ihe  undersigned  to  perfomt  the  painfiil  duty  of  announcing  to  the 
people  of  the  Hnited  States  that  Lewis  Cass,  distingoished  not  more  by  faithfol  service  in 
vaned  public  trusts  than  by  exalted  patriotism  at  a  recent  period  of  political  disorder,  d^* 
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parted  this  life  at  4  o'clock  yesterday  mormn^.    The  several  executive  departments  of  the 

foyemmeot  will  cause  appropriate  honors  to  be  rendered  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  at 
ome  and  abroad,  wherever  tne  national  name  and  authority  are  admowledired. 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Tdr.  Seward. 

No.  1219.J  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London^  June  21,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, Nos.  1772  and  1773. 

The  information  received  in  the  first  of  these,  dated  the  4th  instant,  came  in 
confirmation  of  the  telegraphic  intelligence  printed  in  the  newspapers.  The 
effect  of  the  action  of  the  government  upon  the  public  mind  here  has  been  very 
great.  I  have  received  in  social  circles  the  most  marked  and  pointed  expres-' 
sions  of  their  sense  of  it  from  many  leading  persons  of  both  parties.  At  no 
time  since  the  rerolation  has  the  reputation  of  the  country  stood  so  high  in 
Europe  as  it  does  now.  I  am  the  more  gratified  in  mentioning  this  fact,  the 
natural  consequence  of  the  firm  and  elevated  policy  pursued  by  the  government 
since  the  year  1861,  that  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  have  been  as  yet  so  fully 
appreciated  at  home  as  it  should  be. 

By  a  singular  coincid^ce  the  declaration  of  war  by  Prussia  and  Italy 
against  Austria'  was  issued  on  the  18th  instant,  the  very  same  day  that  the 
domestic  struggle  in  the  House  of  Commons  here  on  the  reform  bill  was  brought 
to  an  end  by  the  defeat  of  the  ministry  on  an  incidental  vote,  and  their  resig- 
nation. The  Queen  having,  against  the  advice  of  the  cabinet,  betaken  hersdf 
to  the  most  remote  part  of  the  kingdom  for  a  time,  causes,  by  her  absence  at 
such  a  distance,  a  period  of  suspense  in  the  arrangement,  which  has  necessi- 
tated ai^  adjournment  of  Parliament  over  to  Monday.  As  yet  nothing  more 
definite  is  known.  The  gmieral  expectation  is  that  Lord  Dtoby  will  be  called 
npon  to  form  a  new  combination  out  of  the  heterogeneous  elements  before  him. 
In  the  face  of  the  complication  in  Europe,  which  is  daily  assuming  greater  pro- 
portions, as  well  as  the  very  limited  support  which  his  lordship  can  be  sure  of 
in  the  present  House  of  Commons  for  any  policy  which  he  would  be  likely  to 

Pursue,  it  seems  as  if  an  appeal  to  the  country  could  not  be  very  long  delayed, 
^bis  can  hardly  fail  to  be  nie  signal  for  the  commencement  of  a  popular  agita- 
tion which  may  before  it  ends  shake  the  country  to  its  foundations.  If  the 
estimate  of  the  liberal  party  be  correct,  that  this  reform  bill  embraces  a  grant 
of  the  suffrage  to  two  hundred  thousand  of  the  adult  male  population,  it  can 
scarcely  be  imagined  that  so  mataial  an  element  in  the  state  will  have  no 

Sower  ultimately  to  affect  its  opinions  even  though  unable  to  take  any  imme- 
iate  part  in  its  ^tion.  These  people  have  the  advantage  of  the  concessions 
which  have  been  wrung  from  all  sioes  of  the  substaatiai  justice  of  their  claim 
to  consideration.  Here  is  a  nucleus  around  which  must  gather  every  kind  of 
discontent  that  may  be  developed  by  events.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
aristocracy,  which  in  its  terror  of  John  Bright  and  the  influence  of  American 
institutions,  has  refused  to  accept  the  very  moderate  change  now  proposed,  will 
run  the  risk  of  being  forced  in  the  end  to  consent  to  a  much  more  radical  and 
extensive  one.  The  longer  the  claims  are  denied,  the  more  overpowering  may 
be  &eir  final  success.  But  as  we  are  now  only  at  the  threshold,  it  is  of  course 
out  of  the  question  to  pretend  to  see  far  into  the  ^{stance  of  the  future.  I 
shaU  endeavor  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  facts  as  they  gradually  disclose 
themselves  to  the  public  observation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^  ^   ^  ^  (T^onalp 

Secretary  of  State,  WaehingUm.  D.  C.  '^"^^' '' ^OOglC 
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Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1220.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  June  22,  1866. 

Sib:  I  have  received  this  week  a  oomplaiat  made  by  Captain  Freeman,  of 
the  ahip  Kentnckian,  at  Sunderland,  in  the  form  of  a  protest  against  the  action 
of  the  aathorities  of  that  place  in  releasing  a  certain  number  of  bis  crew,  con- 
fined hy  him  on  board,  under  advice  of  the  United  States  consular  agent,  for 
threatening  to  desert  the  ship.  Not  only  did  they  do  this,  but  they  also  in- 
flicted a  fine  on  him  for  what  they  allege  to  have  been  an  unjust  assault.  The 
vice-consul  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  Orwin,  has  submitted  to  me  a  statement  of  the 
fieicts,  and  asked  of  me  instructions  what  to  do.  This  has  led  me  to  an  examin- 
ation of  the  correspondence  heretofore  carried  on  with  the  British  government 
by  my  predecessors  in  this  legation  on  the  general  subject  to  which  this  com- 
plaint belongs.  I  find  that,  without  the  presence  of  any  treaty  stipulations 
touching  this  matter,  there  is  no  power  whatever  to  control  the  action  of  the 
local  authorities  upon  all  cases  of  desertion  or  mutiny  or  refusal  to  work 
among  seamen  belonging  to  foreign  vessels  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom.  It 
does,  however,  appear  that,  in  consequence  of  complaints  made  by  foreign 
powers,  an  act  was  passed  by  Parliament  in  1852,  designed  to  meet  this  case. 
It  was,  however,  predicated  upon  a  condition  of  corresponding  legislation  on 
their  part,  which,  so  far  as  Uie  United  States  were  concerned,  interposed  at  that 
time  an  insuperable  barrier  to  their  acceptance  of  it.  The  old  question  of  the 
status  of  the  slaves  reappeared,  and,  as  was  commonly  the  case  in  that  day» 
overpowered  every  argument  in  favor  of  action  based  on  other  grounds.  This 
obstacle  is  now  entirely  removed,  so  that  it  may  be  deserving  of  your  consid- 
eration whether  some  measures  may  not  now  be  expedient  in  order  to  secure  for 
our  merchantmen  the  protection  of  the  provisions  of  this  law.  To  this  end, 
instead  of  occupying  your  time  in  going  over  the  argument  or  recapitulating 
the  facts  connected  with  former  n^otiations,  I  «hall  confine  myself  to  the  task 
of  pointing  out,  in  the  list  annexed  to  this  despatch,  the  precise  despatches 
embracing  the  history  of  the  matter,  by  reference  to  which  in  the  records  of 
the  department  you  will  be  at  once  put  in  possession  of  the  merits  of  the  case. 
As  it  is  barely  possible  that  you  might  not  find  among  them  a  printed  copy  of 
the  act  of  1852  itself,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  one  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Memorandum  as  to  the  Jbreign  deserters  act. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Marcv,  No.  62,  of  9th  of  March,  1855 — ^reports  that 
Lord  Clarendon  bad  proposed  that  the  United  States  shall  accede  to  the  act, 
but  Mr.  B.  refused. 

Same  to  same,  No.  78,  of  29th  of  June,  1855 — Lord  Clarendon  renews  his 
proposal,  and  it  is  again  refused. 

Mr.  Appleton  to  Mr.  Dallas,  No.  73,  of  25th  of  June,  1857 — it  might  be 
weU  for  Mr.  Dallas  to  have  the  act  extended  to  vessds  of  United  States  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  Dallas  to  General  Cass,  No.  62,  of  17th  of  July,  1857 — ^he  points  oat 
Mr.  Buchanan's  refusal  to  accede  to  the  act,  and  asks  further  instructions. 

General  Cass  to  Mr.  Dallas,  No.  76,  of  3d  of  August,  1857 — Mr.  Dallas's 
objections  approved,  and  the  instructions  to  accede  to  the  act  rooked.  ^ 

Nothing  has  been  done  since  then  in  the  matter.      Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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CAP.  XXVI. 

AN  ACT  tQ  enable  her  Majestj  to  carnr  into  effect  arranfi^mentg  made  with  foreign  powen 
for  the  apprehension  of  seamen  who  desert  from  their  ships. 

Whereas  arrangements  have  been  made  with  certain  foreign  powers  for  the  recovery  of 
seamen  deserting  from  the  ships  of  such  powers  when  in  British  ports,  and  for  the  recovery 
of  seamen  deserting  from  British  ships  when  in  the  ports  of  snch  powers ;  and  whereas  it  is 
expedient  to  enable  ner  Mi^esty  to  carry  such  arrangements  into  effect,  and  likewise  to  ena- 
ble her  Majesty  to  carry  into  effect  any  similar  arrangements  of  a  like  nature  which  may  l>e 
made  hereafter :  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  bv  and  with  the  ad* 
vice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  Parlia* 
ment  assembled,  and  by  the  autnority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

I.  Whenever  it  is  made  to  appear  to  her  Majesty  that  dne  fetcilities  are  or  will  be  given  for 
recovering  and  apprehending  seamen  who  desert  from  British  merchant  ships  in  the  territo- 
ries of  any  foreign  power,  her  Majesty  may,  by  order  in  coancil  stating  that  such  facilities 
are  or  will  be  given,  declare  that  seamen,  not  being  slaves,  who  desert  from  merchant  ships 
belonging  to  a  subject  of  such  power,  when  within  her  Majesty's  dominions  or  the  territo- 
ries of  the  East  India  Company,  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended  and  carried  on  board  their 
respective  ships,  and  may  limit  the  oneration  of  such  order,  and  may  render  the  operation 
thereof  subject  to  such  conditions  and  qualifications,  if  any,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

II.  Upon  such  publication  as  hereinafter  mentioned  of  any  such  order  in  council,  then, 
during  such  time  as  the  same  remains  in  force,  and  subject  to  such  limitations  and  qualifica- 
tions, if  any,  as  may  be  therein  contained,  every  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  officer  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  seamen  who  desert  from  British  merchant  ships  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions  or  in  the  territories  of  the  East  India  Company  shall,  on  application  being  made 
by  a  consul  of  the  fbreign  power  to  which  such  order  in  council  relates,  or  his  deputy  or 
representative,  aid  in  apprehending  any  seaman  or  apprentice  who  deserts  from  any  mer- 
chant ship  belonging  to  a  subject  of  such  power,  ana  may  for  that  purpose,  upon  complaint 
on  oath  duly  made,  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  any  such  deserter,  and,  upon 
due  proof  of  the  desertion,  order  him  to  be  conveyed  on  board  the  vessel  to  which  he  bo- 
k>ng|8,  or  to  be  delivered  to  the  master  or  mate  of  such  vessel,  or  to  the  owner  of  such  vessel 
or  his  agoDt,  to  be  so  conveyed ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  ordered  to 
convey  such  deserter,  or  for  the  master  or  mate  of  such  vessel,  or  the  owner  or  his  agent,  (as 
the  case  may  require, )  to  convey  him  on  board  accordingly. 

III.  If  any  person  protects  or  harbors  any  deserter  who  is  liable  to  be  apprehended  under 
this  act,  knowing  of  having  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  deserted,  snch  person  shall  for 
every  offence  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  and  every  such  penalty  shall 
be  recovered,  paid,  and  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  penalties  for  harboring  or  protecting 
deserters  from  British  merchant  ships. 

rV.  Every  order  in  council  to  be  made  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall  be  published 
in  the  London  Gazette  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  making  thereof. 

V.  Uer  Majesty  may,  by  order  in  council,  from  time  to  time  revoke  or  alter  any  order  in 
council  previously  made  under  the  authority  of  this  act. 

VI.  This  act  may  be  cited  as  the  '*  foreign  deserters  act,  1852." 
June  17, 1852. 


Mr,  Seward  (o^  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1792.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  26, 1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  iQstractlon  No.  1743  from  this  department  in  regard  to 
tbe  disposition  to  be  made  by  70a  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  Simonoseki  in- 
demnity, which  has  been  paid  hy  the  Japanese  govemment,  I  now  transmit  for 
yonr  information,  and  with  a  view  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  instructions  upon 
that  subject  heretofore  sent  you,  a  copy  of  a  despatch*  of  the  I3th  of  April 
from  Mr.  Portman,  our  chargd  d'affaires  ad  interim  at  Yedo,  together  with 
the  original  receipt,  in  quadruplicate,  signed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  British 
eommiHsion  at  Yokohama,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
($500,000,)  or  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  (dei06,250.) 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  8ft;.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 

*  For  enclosure  see  correspondence  with  Japan.  Digitized  byVjOOglC 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1223.]  Lbgation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

London,  June  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  of  despatches 
numbered  from  1774  to  1781,  inclusive. 

The  event  not  unanticipated  in  some  of  mj  previous  despatches  has  at  last 
taken  place.  A  sufficient  consolidation  of  the  disaffected  elements  of  the  min- 
isterial party  was  at  last  made  on  an  amendment  to^one  clause  of  the  enfran- 
chisement bill,  materially  to  change  its  general  character.  As  a  consequence, 
the  only  alternative  to  the  resignation  of  the  ministry  was  a  dissolution  of  Par- 
liament. After  much  consultation  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  have  recourse 
to  this,  so  that  on  Tuesday  Lord  Russell  in  the  upper  house,  and  Mr.  Glad- 
stone in  the  commons,  announced  that  the  Queen  had  that  day  accepted  their 
resignation.  She  had  manifested  much  reluctance  to  do  so,  mainly,  it  is  under- 
stood, from  her  confidence  in  Lord  Clarendon's  management  of  the  foreign  de- 
partment, and  her  unwillingness  to  part  with  him  at  this  moment  of  embroil* 
ment  in  the  affars  of  the  continent.  It  was  not  until  Wednesday  that  the  Earl 
of  Derby  was  sent  for.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  necessary  consulta- 
tions with  .his  friends  and  those  disaffected  liberids  from  whom  he  must  obtain 
promises  c^  co-operation  as  a  condition  precedent  to  any  thought  of  assuming 
the  reins.  It  is  supposed  that  a  result  will  be  reached  some  time  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  Already  several  lists  of  the  new  ministry  have  appeared  in  the 
journals,  but  it  is  plain  that  they  rest  on  no  basis  but  conjecture  as  to  what  is 
most  likely  to  be  the  cast. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  issue  I  see  no  present  reason  to  presume  that 
any  essential  alteration  will  follow  in  the  policy  adopted  towards  the  United 
States.  At  no  time  since  1  have  been  here  has  the  popular  feeling  been  so  &- 
vorabie,  and  so  little  disposition  shown  to  carp  at  America  for  any  shorteom^ 
ings,  whether  ^cied  or  feigned.  Although  I  shall  regret  the  retirement  of 
Lord  Clarendon,  on  account  of  the  very  friendly  personjd  relations  I  have  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  establish  with  him  since  be  has  been  in  office,  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  any  one  of  those  who  have  yet  been  named  for  that 
place  on  the  other  side  will  not  be  disposed  to  follow  pretty  much  the  same 
line  of  action.  It  will,  however,  be  apparent  to  you  at  a  glance  that,  for  the 
moment,  my  faculty  of  communicating  your  views  to  this  government  is  en- 
tirely suspended.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  those  explained  to  me  in  your 
despatch  No.  1779,  of  the  9th  of  June.  I  ^ke  it  for  granted  that  the 'lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  will  be  changed,  and  hence  the  work  which  I  had  already 
prosecuted  in  the  sense  of  that  document  may  need  to  bo  done  over  again.  In 
which  case  I  shall  enjoy  the  additional  advantage  of  being  fortified  by  your 
instJuctions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State y  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1224.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  neutrality 
issued  by  the  Queen  in  regard  to  the  conflict  which  is  now  raging  on  the  con- 
Digitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 
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The  tendeney  of  the  newa  of  the  past  week  is  to  thow  that  the  military  posi- 
tion of  Anstria  will  not  he  easy  to  deal  with  hy  either  or  hoth  of  her  antagonists, 
provided  there  he  no  external  interference.  The  commencement  of  such  a 
stmggle,  however,  furnishes,  as  yet,  little  clue  to  any  possible  issue.  Pruseia 
Btill  enjoys  the  advantages  gained  by  her  promptness  in  seizing  the  resources  of 
sevaral  of  the  smaller  powers  of  Germany,  whose  dispositions  towards  her  were 
at  least  equivocal.  She  evidently  grasps  them  with  a  view  to  an  ultimate  ab- 
sorption into  her  own  social  organization. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington^  D,  C. 


BY  THE  QUEEN.— A  PROCLAMATION. 

Victoria,  B. 

Whereas  we  are  happily  at  peace  with  all  sovereigns,  powers,  and  states ;  and  whereas, 
notwithstanding  our  utmost^exertions  to  preserve  peace  between  all  the  sovereign  powers  and 
states  now  at  war,  hostilities  have  onhappilv  commenced  between  his  imperial  Majestj  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  his  Majestj  the  King  of  Prussia,  his  Majestj  the  King  of  Ital  j,  and  the 
Oermanic  confederation ;  and  whereas  a  state  of  war  now  exists  between  his  imperial  Ma- 
jeatj  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  his  Majestj  the  King  of  Prussia,  his  Majestj  the  King  of  Italj, 
and  the  Germanic  confederation,  and  between  their  respective  subjects  and  others  inhabiting 
within  their  countries,  territories,  or  dominions  ;  and  whereas  we  are  on  terms  of  friendship 
and  amicable  intercourse  with  all  and  each  of  these  sovereigns,  and  with  the  Germanic  con- 
fed^^tion,  and  with  their  several  subjects,  and  others  inhabiting  within  their  countries,  terri- 
tories, or  dominions ;  au4  whereas  great  numbers  of  our  lo^-al  subjects  reside  and  carrj  on 
commerce,  and  possess  propertj  and  establishments,  and  emoj  various  rights  and  privilgea 
within  the  dominions  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  sovereigns  and  states,  protected  bj  the  faith  of 
treaties  between  us  and  each  of  the  aforesaid  sovereigns  and  states ;  and  whereas  we,  being 
desirous  of  preserving  to  our  subjects  the  blessings  of  peace,  which  tbej  now  happilj  enjoj, 
are  iirmi j  purposed  and  determined  to  abstain  altogether  from  taking  anj  part,  directlj  or 
indirectlj,  in  the  war  now  unhappilj  existing  between  the  said  sovereigns  and  states,  their 
subjects  and  territories,  and  to  remain  at  peace  with,  and  to  maintain  a  peaceful  and  friend!  j 
intercourse  with  all  and  with  each  of  them,  and  their  respective  subjects,  and  others  inhabit* 
ing  within  an  j  of  their  countries,  territories,  and  dominions,  and  to  maintain  a  strict  and 
impartial  neutralit J  in  the  said  hostilities  and  war  unhappilj  existing  between  them;  we, 
therefore,  ha\^  thought  fit,  bj  and  with  the  advice  of  our  privj  council,  to  issue  this  our 
rojal  proclamation. 

And  we  do  herobj  stricti j  charge  and  command  all  our  loving  subjects  to  govern  them- 
selves acoordinglj,  and  to  observe  a  strict  neutralitj  in  and  during  the  aforesaid  hostilities 
and  war,  and  to  abstain  from  violating  or  contravening  either  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the 
realm  in  this  behalf,  or  the  law  of  nations  in  relation  thereto,  as  thej  will  answer  to  the  con- 
trarj  at  their  peril. 

And  whereas  in  and  bj  a  certain  statute  made  and  passed  in  the  fiftj-ninth  jear  of  his 
Majest:^  King  George  the  Third,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  prevent  the  enlisting  or  engagement  of 
his  Majestj*8  subjects  to  serve  in  a  foreign  service,  and  the  fitting  out  or  equipping,  in  his 
MajesU^'s  dominions,  vessels  for  wailike  purposes  without  his  Majestj's  license,"  it  is  amongst 
other  thinp  declared  and  enacted  as  follows:  **That  if  anj  person  within  anv  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  in  anj  part  of  his  Majestj's  dominions  bejond  the  seas,  shall,  without 
the  leave  and  license  of  his  Mijestj,  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained  as  aforesaid, 
equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  attempt  or  endeavor  to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or 
procure  to  be  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed,  or  shali  knowinglj  aid,  assist,  or  be 
concerned  in  the  equpping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  anj  ship  or  vessel,  with  in- 
tent or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  emplojed  in  the  service  of  anj  foreign  prince, 
state,  or  potentate,  or  of  anj  foreign  colonj,  province,  or  part  of  anj  province  or  people,  or 
€^  anj  person  or  persons  exercising  or  assuming  to  exercise  onj  powers  of  government  in  or 
over  anj  foreign  state,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  anj  province  or  people,  as  a  transport  or 
store-ship,  or  with  intent  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  anj  prince,  state,  or  potentate, 
or  against  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  anj  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  against  the  persons  ex- 
ercising, or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  government  in  anj  colonj,  province,  or  part 
of  anj  province  or  countrj,  or  against  the  inhabitants  of  an j  foreign  colonj,  province,  or 
part  of  anj  province  or  countrj,  with  whom  his  Majestj  shall  not  then  be  at  war,  or  shall, 
within  the  United  Kingdom,  or  anj  of  his  Majestj's  dominions,  or  in  anj  settlement,  colonj, 
territorj,  island,  or  place,  belonging  or  subject  to  his  Majestj,  issue  or  deliver  anj  commis- 
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sion  for  anj  ship  or  yessel,  to  the  intent  that  such  ship  or  yessel  shall  be  employed  as  afore* 
said,  every  such  person  so  offendiofi^  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  npon  any  information  or  indictment,  be  punished  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which  such  offender  shall  be 
convicted  ;  and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together 
with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  which  may  belone  to  or  be  on  ooard 
of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  S}t  any  officer  ot  his 
Majesty's  customs  or  excise,  or  any  officer  of  his  Majesty's  navy,  who  is  by  law  empowered 
to  make  seizures  for  any  forfeiture  incurred  under  any  of  the  laws  of  customs  or  excise,  or 
the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation,  to  seize  such  ships  and  vessels  aforesaid,  and  in  such  places 
and  in  such  manner,  in  which  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  customs  or  excise,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  his  Majesty's  navy,  are  empowered  respectively  to  make  seizures  under  the  laws  of 
customs  and  excise,  or  under  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation ;  and  that  every  such  ship 
and  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all  the  materials,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  stores,  which  may  belong  to,  or  be  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  may  he 
prosecuted  and  condemned,  in  the  like  manner  and  in  such  courts  as  ships  or  vessels  may 
be  prosecuted  and  condemned  for  any  breach  of  the  laws  made  for  the  protection  of  the  rev- 
enues of  customs  and  excise,  or  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation ;" 

And  it  is,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  further  enacted,  '*That  if  any  person  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Ureat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of  nis  Majesty's  dominions 
beyond  the  seas,  without  the  leave  and  license  of  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose  first  had  and 
obtained  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  the  g^usof  such  vessel,  or  changing 
those  on  board  for  other  guns,  or  by  the  addition  of  any  equipment  for  war,  increase  or  aug- 
ment, or  procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  shall  be  Knowingly  concerned  in  increas- 
ing or  augmenting,  the  warlike  force  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  or  cruiser,  or  other  armed 
vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  was  a  ship  of  war,  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  in  the  service  of  any  for- 
eign prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  ex- 
ercise, any  powers  of  governnient  in  or  over  any  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province 
or  people  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  any  such  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  colony,  province,  or  pan  of  any  province  or  country,  under  the  control  of  any 
person  or  persons  so  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  government,  every 
such  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  bdng 
convicted  thereof,  upon  any  information  or  indictment,  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  such  offi^nder  shall  be 
convicted :" 

Now,  in  order  that  none  of  our  subjects  may  unwarily  render  themselves  liable  to  the  pen- 
alties imposed  by  the  said  statute,  we  do  hereby  strictly  command  that  no  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  do  commit  any  act,  niattei  or  thing  whatsoever  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
statute,  upon  pain  of  the  several  penalties  by  the  said  statute  imposed,  and  of  our  high  dls* 
pleasure. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  warn  and  admonish  all  our  loving  subjects,  and  all  persons 
whatsoever  entitled  to  our  protection,  to  observe  towards  each  and  all  of  the  mforesaid  sov- 
ereigns and  states,  their  subjects  and  territories,  and  towards'  all  belligerents  whatsoever 
with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  the  duties  of  neutrality  ;  and  to  respect,  in  all  and  each  of  them, 
the  exercise  of  those  belligerent  rights  which  we  and  our  royal  predecessors  have  always 
claimed  to  exercise. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  warn  all  our  loving  subjects,  and  all  persons  whatsoever  entitled 
to  our  protection,  that  if  any  of  them  shall  presume,  in  contempt  of  this  our  royal  procla- 
mation, and  of  our  high  displeasure,  to  do  any  acts  in  derogation  of  their  duty  as  subjects 
of  a  neutral  sovereign,  in  a  war  between  other  sovereigns  and  states,  or  in  violation  or  con- 
travention of  the  law  of  nations  in  that  behalf,  as  more  especially  by  breaking  or  endeavor* 
ing  to  break,  any  blockade  lawfully  and  actually  established  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  or 
eitner  of  the  said  sovereigns  and  states,  by  carrying  officers,  soldiers,  despatches,  arms,  am- 
munition, military  stores  or  materials,  or  any  article  or  articles  considered  and  deemed  to  be 
contraband  of  war,  according  to  the  law  or  modem  usages  of  nations,  for  the  use  or  service 
of  any  or  either  of  the  said  sovereigns  and  states,  that  all  persons  so  offending,  together  with 
their  ships  and  goods,  will  rightfully  incur,  and  be  justly  liable  to,  hostile  capture,  and  to  the 
penalties  denounced  by  the  Law  of  natious  in  that  behalf. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  notice  that  all  our  subjects  and  persons  entitled  to  our  protection 
who  may  misconduct  themselves  in  the  premises  will  do  so  at  their  peril  and  of  their  own 
wrong ;  and  that  they  will  in  no  wise  obtain  any  protection  from  us  against  such  capture  or 
such  penalties  as  aforesaid,  but  will,  on  the  contrary,  incur  our  high  displeasure  by  suc^ 
misconduct. 

Uiveii  at  our  court  at  Windsor,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reig^. 

God  save  the  Queen! 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1794.]  •  DbpartAbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington^  July  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  14th  of  Jnne,  No.  1217,  has  heen  received.    Later 
advices  report  the  virtual  dissolution  of  the  German  hund.    I  apprehend  that 
collision  has  actually  occurred  between  Austria  and  Prussia. 

I  am  not  surprised  by  the  forbearance  which  the  British  government  at  present 
exhibits  in  regard  to  the  war;  but  I  shall  be  very  mucn  disappointea  if  the 
people,  of  Great  Britain  shall  permanently  acquiesce  in  the  silence  of  their  govern- 
ment, and  its  waiting  for  events. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1796.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WasAtngi^m,  July  3,  1866. 
Sir  :  Tour  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  7th  ultimo,  No.  1213,  relative  to 
the  effect  of  the  proceedings  of  the  opposition  party  in  the  British  Parliament 
upon  the  measures  of  reform,  has  been  received  and  attentively  read.  I  thank 
you  for  the  expression  of  your  views  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  regard  to 
this  important  question. 

I  think,  however,  that  it  would  be  unbecoming  as  well  as  unprofitable  for  me 
to  discustt  the  influence  which  the  occurrence  may  exert  upon  the  domestic 
question  of  reform  of  the  suffirage  and  representation  in  EngUnd. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.^  4^.,  igc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1227.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  July  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
munbered  from  1782  to  1790  inclusive. 

The  interregnum  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  ministry  still  eontinues 
and  business  remains  suspended.  It  is  understood  that  Lord  Derby,  having 
failed  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  section  of  the  liberal  party  which  occa- 
eioned  the  necessi^  of  a  change,  has  determined  upon  attempting  to  go  on  with 
his  own  friends  only.  The  list  of  his  cabinet  circulating  in  the  newspapers  is 
believed  to  be  substantially  correct.  It  is  obvious  that  this  structure  can  last 
merely  by  sufferance  of  the  majority  in  the  commons,  who  stand  without  the 
pale.  The  course  of  Mr.  Lowe  and  his  friends  is  plainly  to  attempt  to  control 
the  restoration  of  their  own  party  under  conditions  rather  than  to  identify  them- 
selves with  their  opponents  ;  but  it  will,  I  think,  prove  more  difficult  to  impose 
.  such  conditions  to  bind  the  advanced  section  of  the  liberal  party,  than  to  coalesce 
with  the  other  side.  Hence  the  question  may  ultimately  resolve  itself  into  this : 
whether  the  conservatives  will  consent  to  meree  themselves  under  the  lead  of 
the  moderate  whigs,  or  the  latter  will  finally  abandon  their  pretensions  to  ^e 
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highest  places  and  their  ancient  name.  Thus  far  it  certainly  does  not  seem  as 
if  the  amount  of  ability  and  character  enlisted  in  this  venturous  enterprise  could 
prove  adequate  to  the  tasl  undertaken. 

It  is  possible  that  by  avoiding  every  topic  of  a  disputed  nature  and  accelerat- 
ing the  day  of  adjournment  of  Parliament,  this  state  of  things  may  last  until 
the  reassembly  in  February,  Much  will  depend  upon  the  course  of  events  on 
the  continent.  The  Prussians  now  appear  to  be  gaining  the  ascendant  in  Oer- 
many  so  rapidly  that  the  interposition  of  the  other  great  powers  may  be  neces- 
sary to  save  Austria  fi*om  sinking  too  low  for  the  general  safety.  In  that  event 
it  will  become  difficult  for  this  country  to  adhere  to  its  policy  of  isolation.  Lord 
Stanley  is  understood  to  be  the  type  of  that  policy,  and  for  this  reason  he  has 
been  selected  for  his  particular  post.  But  it  is  well  known  that  in  this  he  does 
not  represent  the  true  feeling  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

Just  now  there  is  a  tendency  in  some  quarters  to  draw  closer  to  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  made  visible  in  a  few  of  the  leading  journals  that  lean  to 
the  conservative  side.  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Times  of  yesterday, 
which  contains  a  leader  on  the  national  anniversary  that  may  have  significance 
in  this  connection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D.  G. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 
No.  1229.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatches  Nos.  1788  and  1789,  of  the  16th  of 
June,  I  have  at  present  to  observe  that  I  have  seized  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  at  Dublin  concemiDg  the  causes  of  detention  in  the 
two  cases  therein  referred  to.  So  soon  as  an  answer  is  received  I  shall  take  any 
further  measures  that  may  be  necessarv,  and  report  to  you  thereon. 

It  appears  there  are  two  persons  of  the  name  of  Hynes  imprisoned  in  Ireland, 
and  that  some  confusion  has  arisen  therefrom  as  well  with  the  authorities  as 
with  myself.  The  one  is  named  Thomas  Hynes,  who  styles  himself  of  Kansas, 
and  the  other  Thomas  J.  Hynes,  referred  to  in  the  papers  connected  with  your 
No.  1788  as  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Inquiries  nad  already  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  former,  in  consequence  of  letters  addressed  to  me  by  him,  and  I 
regret  to  say  they  had  been  rather  unfavorably  answered.  Not  then  knowing 
that  there  were  two  of  the  name,  I  rather  hastily  presumed  that  the  latter  waB 
the  person  concerned.  But  this  mistake  has  been  corrected  by  Mr.  West»  and  a 
distinct  investigation  entered  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  0, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1230.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  Mr.  West,  the  consul  at 
Dublin,  communicating  the  information  that  Colonel  Burke  and  Daniel  J. 
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Mykins  bad  been  liberated.    I  regret  to  learn  also  tbat  tbe  replj  in  the  case  of 
Hjnes  is  very  unfavorable.    Mr.  West  promises  a  full  report  in  a  despatch 
hy  the  post  on  Monday.    But  as  that  will  be  too  late  for  the  bag  this  week,  I 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  the  substance  of  his  report  to  yon  at  once. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  O. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1232.]  LEGATIOiN  OF  THE  UnITBD  StaTBS, 

London,  July  7,  1866. 
SiH :  The  newspapers  will  carry  out  to  you  by  this  day's  steamer  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  extraordinary  step  taken  by  Austria  in  ceding  Venetia  to  the 
Emperor  of  France,  and  the  overtures  made  by  the  latter  to  the  two  powers  of 
Prussia  and  Italy  to  procure  for  her  an  armistice  preliminary  to  a  negotiation  for 
peace. 

The  impression  this  morning  is  that  the  disposition  of  the  victors  is  not  favor- 
able. A  little  reflection  may,  however,  serve  to  convince  them  that  neither  of 
the  three  great  neutral  powers  will  look  with  much  favor  upon  projects  of  over- 
throwing Austria  completely. 

The  development  of  this  great  drama  which  will  now  take  place  must  be  of 
the  highest  possible  importance  to  the  future  condition  of  Europe,  as  it  cannot 
fail  to  end  in  material  changes  in  the  relative  position  of  the  great  powers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1235.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  On  Monday  last  the  customary  forms  of  introduction  to  the  new  secre- 
tary of  foreign  affairs,  Lord  Stanley,  were  gone  through  with  by  the  corps 

I  have  been  long  personally  acquainted  with  his  lordship,  as  we  have  been 
more  or  lees  brought  together  by  service  as  trustees  of  the  fund  given  by  Mr. 
George  Peabody  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  London. 

My  interview  was  a  very  brief  one.  His  lordship  in  welcoming  me  remarked 
that  be  presumed  his  sentiments  towards  the  United  States  had  been  long  well 
known  to  me.  He  had  always  favored  the  cultivation  of  friendly  relations  with 
VLB,  and  it  had  been  a  cause  of  regret  that  they  should  have  been  at  all  endan- 
gered during  the  late  struggle  by  ill-considered  speeches  made  in  Parliament, 
and  by  the  ill-temper  of  the  newspapers. 

I  replied  that  if  any  change  was  to  be  made  in  the  department,  it  was  a  matter 
of  satisfaction  to  me  that  it  was  only  to  meet  a  personal  acquaintance  of  whose 
friendly  sentiments  I  had  been  long  am^are.  For  the  rest  I  could  say,  on  my 
part,  that  the  errors  of  newspapers  in  working  to  stir  up  strife  had  not  been 
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altogether  confined  to  one  side.    We  had  eom^ing  to  aaBwer  for  in  this  regard, 
also,  in  America. 

I  then  observed  that  I  had  nothing  of  a  business  character  to  bring  to  his 
notice.  It  was  a  noteworthy  change  in  oar  situation  that  now  it  seldom 
happened  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  encroach  upon  the  secretary's  time.  The  only 
thing  that  I  thought  of  at  the  moment  related  to  a  despatch  I  had  just  received 
touching  the  payment  of  the  instalment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity,  and  my 
position  as  qualified  to  receive  the  money  whenever  it  should  be  ready.  Of 
this  matter,  which  was  evidently  new  to  him,  his  lordship  made  a  note,  and  I 
took  my  leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D*  C, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1238.]  Legation  OP  thb  United  States, 

London,  July  14,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  West  the  promised  information  relating  to  the 
liberation  of  Colonel  Burke  and  others,  of  wnich  he  had  given  me  notice  by  tel- 
egraph. 

It  appears  from  these  papers  that  the  authorities  have  consented  to  release 
Colonel  Burke,  Daniel  J.  Mykins,  Patrick  J.  Condon,  Stephen  Farrell,  Michael 
Kirwin,  and  James  E.  McDermot,  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  taken  an  interest  in  their  fate,  and  in  a  spirit  of  courtesy 
and  coi^ciliation.  They  adhere  to  the  belief  that  they  were  more  or  less  guilty, 
and  for  that  reason  they  impose  conditions  of  immediate  departure  under  super- 
vision. 

To  this  proceeding  Colonel  Burke  and  Patrick  J.  Condon  take  exception,  and 
decline  to  abide  by  the  conditions. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  West,  in  all  such  cases,  to  make  no  effort  to  influence 
these  decisions  in  one  way  or  the  other.  In  cases  where  the  parties  decide  to 
remain,  he  will  continue  his  services  in  their  behalf  with  the  autnorities  on  every 
favorable  opportunity,  as  before. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  from  the  tone  of  some  of  the  letters,  that  disappoint- 
ment in  not  being  able  to  raise  questions  between  the  governments  is  quite  aa 
strong  a  motive  as  injured  innocence.  Those  in  whose  favor  are  the  strongest 
presumptions  have  not  been  the  ones  inclined  to  make  difficulties  about  being 
released. 

I  have  heretofore  acted  on  the  presumption  that  Mr.  West  had  been  steadily 
furnishing  the  department  with  copies  of  nis  correspondence  with  the  authorities 
and  myself. 

But  as  I  now  learn  from  him  that  he  has  not  done  so,  I  shall  take  an  early 
opportunity  to  supply  that  deficiency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract] 

No.  1239,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Fox,  who  arrivecl  in  the  Miantonomoh  at  Spithead  on  the  2dd  of 
June,  renudned  in  London  only  a  few  days,  daring  which  time  an  opportunity 
was  furnished  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty,  as  well  as  citizens  generally,  to 
visit  the  vessel.  It  has  excited  a  very  great  interest  in  all  classes.  I  procured 
for  him  a  presentation  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  Edinhurgh,  in 
the  course  of  which  they  expressed  a  desire  to  go  down  to  see  it. 

At  that  moment  Mr.  Fox  had  made  his  arrangements  to  cross  in  it  at  once  to 
Cherbourg,  and  to  go  himself  from  thence  to  Paris.  But  in  consequence  of  this  ap- 
plication he  directed  it  to  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  devolved  upon 
me  the  duty  of  superintending  the  details  of  the  projected  visit  This  is  a  busi- 
ness with  which  I  am  little  familiar.  I  have,  however,  made  the  necessary 
arrangements,  in  conjunction  with  the  officers  of  the  squadron,  to  receive  the 

Princes  and  their  suite  on  board  to-day  at  half  past  one  o'clock. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  likewise  been  applied  to  by  several  very  distinguished  persons,  in  a 
manner  which  seemed  to  render  it  proper  to  include  them  in  the  party,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obe'lient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS^ 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract] 

No.  1801.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskingtan,  July  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June, 
No.  1223,  in  which  you  announce  the  resignation  of  Earl  Russell's  government. 

It  pleases  us  to  have  your  opinion  that  the  change  of  ministers  will  not  ma- 
terially affect  the  diplomatic  interests  of  the  United  States.  Of  course  we  shall 
expect  you  to  wait,  with  entire  respect  and  kindness,  the  organization  of  the 
new  government  before  pressing  upon  it  the  matters  upon  which  you  have  lately 
received  special  instructions. 

I  think  it  necessary,  however,  to  add  that  it  is  deemed  highly  important  here 
that  the  earliest  possible  attention  of  the  incoming  ministry  shall  be  recalled  to 
the  points  relating  to  our  matters  in  f  reland.  m  m  m  * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1805.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  July  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Thomas  Hynes,  late  of  Kan- 
sas, who,  it  appears,  has  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Fe- 
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nian  movemeBt  in  Ireland,  and  is  now  detained  in  Mount  J07  prison,  Dublin. 
I  will  thank  you  to  invite  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the 
matter,  and  to  request  that  an  investigation  may  be  made  at  their  earliest  conve- 
nience, with  a  view  to  the  liberation  of  Hynes»  if  the  facts  are  as  stated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfd  ifc. 


Mr,  Hpies  to  Pretideui  Jokmiou, 

Mount  Jot  Prison,  DMin,  June  26,  1866. 

Honorable  Sir  :  Having  applied  in  vain  to  the  representatiyes  of  onr  govenimeiit  here 
for  that  protection  to  which,  as  citizens  of  the  f^reat  republic,  we  feel  justly  entitled,  we  call 
upon  you,  Mr.  President,  knowing  that  you,  of  all  men,  are  the  person  who  has  it  in  his 
power  to  aid  us.  To  me  it  is  incomprehensible  why  the  United  States  authorities  permit  us 
to  remain  the  victims  of  a  foreign  despotism — treated  as  the  vilest  criminals,  shut  up  in 
convict  cells,  and  laughed  at  if  we  speak  of  our  adopted  country.  I  have  committed  no 
crime  or  violated  no  law,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  same  is  the  case  with  scores  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  whom  I  dailv  see,  but  to  whom  it  is  a  crime  to  speak. 

Mr.  West,  the  United  States  consul  here  in  Dublin,  told  me  that  his  position  had  become 
a  very  humiliating  one,  since  all  the  requests  and  demands  which  he  made  were  made  wiUi 
the  foreknowledge  that  they  would  be  refused.  This  very  fact  is  enough  to  make  an  Amer- 
ican blush.  We  are  told  plainly  that  we  are  subjects  of  her  Majesty — documents  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  I  am  a  cripple — never  bore  arms,  and  never  can.  Should  my 
imprisonment  be  prolonged  I  will  be  ruined  for  life.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  you  will,  as 
you  have  heretofore  done,  remember  the  suffering,  and  at  the  same  time  vindicate  our  na- 
tional honor. 

With  this  hope  I  remain,  yours,  hopefully, 

,  THOMAS  HYNES, 

LaU  of  KMmaSt  UniUd  State$. 

Hon.  Andrew  Johnson, 

President  of  tke  United  States, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1806.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  give  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  *coiTe8pondence  which 
has  taken  place  between,  this  department  and  Mr.  Portman,  charg^  d'affaires  in 
Japan. 

You  will  please  ask  an  early  interview  with  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  give  him,  for  the  information  of  his  government, 
a  C()py  of  my  despatch  to  Mr.  Portman. 

I  will  thaiik  you  to  communicate  to  me  the  decision  which  the  British  gov- 
ernment may  make  upon  the  question. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfr.,  dfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1242.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  new  government  having  passed  through  the  necessaiy  re-elections 
of  some  of  its  members,  is  now  completely  organized.     Very  little  interest  is, 

*  For  enclosores  see  corregpondence  with  Japaa*      C^  OOoIp 
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however,  attached  to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  as  it  is  understood  on  all 
hands  that  no  question  will  be  raised  at  this  session.  All  the  measures  brought 
forward  by  the  last  ministry,  which  have  been  more  or  less  matured,  will  be 
quietly  shelved,  so  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  both  parties  to  take  a  fresh 
start  next  year.  It  is  expected  that  the  prorogation  will  take  place  on  or  about 
the  8th  of  August,  after  which  the  government  may  be  able  to  go  on  without 
difficulty  until  March  of  next  year. 

Meanwhile  efforts  are  quieUy  in  progress  to  bring  about  pacification  on  the 
continent.  The  great  success  of  Prussia  leaves  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  define 
the  terms  to  which  Austria  will  be  obliged  to  submit.  ♦  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1243.]  .  Legation  (fp  the  United  States, 

London,  July  21,  1866. 
SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  payment  to  me  by  the  lord's 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  of  the  sum  of  d£27,802  Is.  Sd.  on  account  of  the 
share  of  th^  United  States  in  the  first  instalment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity. 

The  authority  to  act  in  this  matter  was  conferred  upon  me  in  your  despatches 
No.  1743  of  the  23d  of  April,  No.  1783  of  the  16th,  and  No.  1792  of  the  26th 
of  June,  1866.  In  further  execution  of  the  instructions  therein  contained,  I 
have  this  day  deposited  the  draft  on  the  Bank  of  £nglaud  received  for  ^e 
above-named  sum,  with  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  &  Company,  to  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  are  herewith  transmitt-ed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Lord  StanUif  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Offce,  Jul^  14, 1866. 

Sm :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ascertained  that  the  lords  commissioners 
of  her  Migestr's  treasury  have  either  given,  or  are  about  to  give  instructions  to  the  pay- 
master general  to  pay  to  you  a  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  pounds 
one  shUling  and  eight  pence,  {£'27^002  Is.  Qd.,)  representing  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  one-third, — viz. :  special  claim, 
$23,  333|,  general  share,  $107,500,  making  $130,833i — in  respect  of  the  first  instalment 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ($500,000,)  received  from  the  Japanese  government  on 
account  of  the  indemnity ;  and  that  as  the  lords  of  the  treasury  are  not  informed  of  the  pre- 
cise market  v^ue  of  the  dollar  when  the  amount  of  the  instalment  was  first  paid  into  the 
treasury  chest,  they  have  temporarily  adopted  the  British  official  rate  of  exchange,  with  a 
view  to  a  final  adjustment  of  any  fractional  difference  in  the  rate  of  exchange  ^ing  made 
when  the  actual  market  value  of  the  dollar  has  been  ascertained  at  the  several  periods  of 
payment. 

I  have  the  honor,  Sec,  &c., 

STANLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq,,  8fc.,  Sfc,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  10,001.1  Treasury  Chambers,  Julv  14,  1866. 

No.  10,898.] 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  paymaster  general  has  been  authorized  to  pay  you  the  sum  of  £27,802  Is.  8d, 
on  account  oi  the  share  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity,  payable  to  the 
American  goyemment. 

I  have  the  honor,  &,c.,  &c., 

GEOBGE  A.  HAMILTON. 
His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  FUnipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  Stanley. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  16,  1866. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  lordship's  note  of  the  14th  instant,  in- 
forming me  of  the  mode  in  which  her  Majesty's  goyemment  proposes  to  pay  oyer  the  share 
of  the  first  instalment  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  the  Japanese  goyemment  assigned  to  the 
United  States. 
I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmittii^  the  information  to  my  goyemment. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  d>c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  Sfc,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
/  London,  July  16,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter  adyising  me  of  the 
decision  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Msjesty's  treasury,  authorising  the  paymaster 
general  to  pay  oyer  to  me,  as  the  agent  of  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of 
£27,802  Is,  id.  on  account  of  the  share  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity, 
payable  to  that  goyemment. 

I  shall  be  prepared  to  xeceiye  the  same  at  any  moment  that  you  may  do  me  the  fayor  to 
designate  the  time  and  the  form  which  may  be  requisite  for  the  completion  of  the  transaction. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
G.  A.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Treasury  Chambers. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Pa^-master  General's  Oppice, 

Whitehall,  July  20,  1866. 
Si^:  By  direction  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  I  haye  the  honor 
to  forward  to  your  excellency  a  draft  payable  to  your  order  for  the  sum  of  £27,802  It.  8rf., 
being  the  portion  due  to  the  United  States  of  America  on  account  of  the  Japanese  indem- 
nity money. 

The  draft,  on  being  indorsed  by  your  excellency,  can  be  paid  to  your  bankers,  who,  on 
presenting  it  at  the  Bank  of  England,  will  at  once  receiye  credit  for  the  amount 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
seryant, 

M.  H.  FOSTER. 
His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams,  frc,  frc,  4rc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  21,  1866. 
Sm :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant, 
coyering  a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  England,  payable  to  my  order,  for  the  sum  of  £27,802,  !»• 
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Sd,,  being  the  portion  doe  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  paid  over  bj  the  lords  com- 
misssioners  of  oer  M^'eetj's  treasory  on  account  of  the  Japanese  indemnitj. 

On  behalf  of  mj  fi[oyemment,  I  hef  permission  through  jou  to  express  mj  thanks  to  the 
lords  commissioners  for  the  facilities  raniished  to  it  in  the  transmission  of  this  money. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
M.  H.  Foster,  Esq., 

Her  Majesty's  PafmasUr  QeneraTs  Ojfiee, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1809.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washingtanf  July  23,  1866. 
8iR :  I  encloee  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  3d  instant  from 
John  O'Gonnell,  in  regard  to  his  brother  Thomas,  who,  it  appears,  was  arrested 
in  Ireland  by  the  British  authorities  on  suspicion  of  being  interested  in  the  Fenian 
movement,  and  is  now  detained  in  Mount  Joy  prison,  at  Dublin.  I  will  thank 
you  to  bring  the  statement  of  Mr.  John  O'Gonnell  to  the  attention  of  the  British 
government,  with  a  view  to  the  release  of  his  brother,  if  upon  investigation  it 
shall  be  found  that  he  is  innocent  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Chablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc.  -^ 


Mr.  O'Connett  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  Jmly  3, 1866. 

Sir  :  My  fietkher  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Kentncky  in  1848,  with  seven  children ;  one  of 
them,  Thomas  O'Connell,  was  in  that  year  seven  years  old.  Within  six  years  after  the  date 
aforesaid  my  father  was  naturalised  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Siates.  M^  brother 
Thomas,  in  Angnst,  1865,  went  to  Ireland  to  see  his  friends  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
he  having  been  an  invalid  for  three  years  previous.  His  visit  to  Ireland  had  no  connection 
with  the  Fenians,  and  he  never  belonged  to  or  had  any  connection  with  snch  an  ormnisation, 
or  any  other,  with  purposes  hostile  to  the  ^Temment  of  Qreat  Britian;  vet  on  tne  22d  day 
of  February,  1866,  he  was  arrested  on  suspicion,  and  is  now  confined  in  Mount  Joy  prison, 
Dublin,  charged  with  beipg  a  Fenian.  He  is  innocent,  and  is  a  citisen  of  the  Unitea  States. 
He  has  demanded  a  trial,  and  has  offered  bail  for  his  appearance  to  answer  any  charge,  but 
both  have  been  refused. 

Convinced  that  a  great  and  benevoleot  government  will  not  allow  one  of  her  ciliaens  to  be 
oppressed  without  cause,  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  take  steps  to  cause  the  release  of  my 
brother. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  O'CONNELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.— I  reside  in  Louisville,  and  am  well  known  to  Qeaeral  Bosseau,  now  a  member  of 
Congress  firom  this  district 

JOHN  O'CONNELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1812.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  July  24,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  oommanication  of  the  20th  instant  from  the  hon- 
orable 8.  £.  Ancona,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative  ta4he  case  of 
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Patrick  Hasson,  who,  it  appeara,  has  been  arrested  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  as  a 
Fenian.    I  will  thank  yon  to  adopt  the  best  measnres  to  obtain  his  release. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Aoams,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^.,  Ifc. 


Mr,  Aneona  to  Jfr.  Seward* 

Thirty-ninth  Congress  op  the  Unfted  States, 

House  of  RepresenULtiveSf  Ifagkingtony  Jtdy  20,  1866. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  letter  of  Lieutenaut  Michael  Hasson,  late  of  the  128th 
PenDsylvania  volunteers,  of  19th  instant,  relative  to  his  brother,  Patrick  Hasson,  an  Ameri- 
can ciHsen,  and  resident  of  mj  district,  who  was  arrested  bj  the  British  ^vemment  on  or 
aboat  the  18th  da^  of  February  last,  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  it  is  believed  is  still  held  a  pris- 
oner in  close  connnement  there,  upon  the  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian. 

Nothing  is  known  bv  any  of  his  friends  of  his  having  been  engM«d  in  any  unlawful  enter- 
prise or  purpose  to  violate  the  laws  in  any  respect  It  is  asserted  that  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  tending  to  implicate  him  with  any  of  the  Fenian  movements,  either  in  IreUnd  or 
elsewhere.  Patrick  Hasson  served  in  the  &rmv  of  the  United  States  as  stated,  for  nine  years, 
including  the  whole  period  of  the  late  war.  His  name  does  not  appear  among  those  reported 
in  your  letter  of  the  21  st  instant,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

Will  vou  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  any  information  of  this  man*s  arrest  or 
release  has  since  been  received  ?   and  if  not,  that  the  friendly  offices  of  this  government  may 
be  exercised  in  behalf  of  his  early  discharge  from  imprisonment 
r  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  £.  ANCONA 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretarjf  of  StaU. 


Mr.  Hm$9on  to  Mr,  Anconm, 

Heading,  July  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  speakin|^  to  yon  previous  to  this  regarding  the  arrest  of  my  brother  in 
Ireland,  on  charge  of  Fenianism.  We  have  not  heard  anything  of  him  since  the  beginninf^ 
of  last  January,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  he  has  been  arrested  in  Belftist  on  or  about 
the  IBth  day  of  February,  1866.  He  is  an  American  dtisen,  and  served  nine  years  in  the 
United  States  army,  and  is  now  imprisoned  in  Belfast  only  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian. 
He  has  his  naturalization  papers  and  discharge  papers  along  with  him.  His  name  ia  Patrick 
Hasson.  He  served  five  years  in  E  company,  fourth  United  States  infantry,  under  Captain 
Judah,  now  brigadier  general  United  States  army,  and  served  four  years  in  the  late  war 
under  Captain  Welsh  and  Captain  Barker,  in  the  reserve  artillery,  army  of  the  Potomac 

Hoping*  that  this  will  elicit  your  immediate  attention,  I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  HASSON. 

Hon.  S.  £.  Ancona. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract] 

No.  1244.]  Lbuation  op  the  United  States, 

Ltmdon^  July  26,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  ^m  the  department, 
nnmbered  from  1796  to  1800,  inclusive. 

****••**  The  govern- 

ment is  now  fully  reorganized,  and  although  its  dnrability  may  be  reasonably 
doubted,  there  is  no  cause  in  my  mind  why  its  disposition  to  reconsider  the 
coarse  of  its  predecessor  should  not  be  tested  while  it  lasts.     In  cpnnection  with 
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this,  I  transmit  a.  report  of  what  was  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord 
8tanley»  on  Monday  night,  in  reply  to  a  question  proposed  by  Mr.  White,  the 
member  for  Brighton,  who  has  always  been  friendly  to  America.  Although 
carefully  guard^,  it  seeois  to  me  that  the  idea  of  a  reopening  of  the  topic  is 
implied  as  well  in  his  language  as  in  the  investigation  which  has  been  set  on 
foot. 

It  had  been  my  intention  yesterday,  on  a  casual  visit  to  the  Foreign  Office  for 
a  different  purpose,  to  obtain  a  moment's  interview  with  his  lordship,  in  order 
to  sound  him  on  this  point,  and  perhaps  to  communicate  to  him  the  substance  of 
jour  despatch,  but,  unluckily,  he  had  just  left  to  go  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  will  render  it  necessary  ta  apply  for  a  conference,  which  I  propose  to  do 
to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


OUir  RELATIONS  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  White  wished  to  ask  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  whether,  looking  to  the 
conspicuous  ^ood  Ifkith  and  friendly  feeling  of  the  ffoyernment  of  the  United  States  towards 
this  country  in  its  recent  conduct  to  the  Fenians,  ner  Majesty's  govemment  was  now  pre- 
pared to  suhmit  all  claims  and  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  powers  to  an  arbitration 
mntually  acceptable. 

Lord  Stanley.  I  agree  in  the  opinion  which  the  honorable  member  has  expressed  as  to 
the  friendly  and  honorable  feeling  that  has  been  shown  by  the  goyemment  ot  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  this  Fenian  affair.  [Hear.]  I  am  very  anxious,  if  possible— and  I 
can  speak  for  m^  colleagnes  as  well  as  myself— to  do  anything  that  is  reasonably  possible  to 
remove  any  feelmg  of  irritation  or  of  soreness  which  may  remain  in  consequence  of  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  late  war.  But,  with  respect  to  these  claims,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
g'ye  him  so  precise  and  so  positiye  an  answer  as  lie  may  desire.  With  regard  to  the  most 
i^rtant  of  those  claims  a  full  discussion  has  taken  place  between  the  goyemment  of  Uie 
United  States  and  those  who  preceded  us  in  office.  That  discussion  was  terminated  six  or 
aeyen  months  ago,  and  during  the  yery  short  time  I  haye  been  in  office  those  claims  haye  not 
been  reyiyed.  They  inyolyed  questions  of  considerable  perplexity  and  difficulty,  and  I  need 
not  add  that  I  haye  had  a  yery  short  time  and  yery  litUe  leisure  to  consider  them.  In  any 
case  it  would  be  premature  on  the  part  of  the  goyemment  to  say  immediately  what  answer 
we  should  be  prepared  to  giye  to  claims  of  that  kind  when  they  are  reyiyed  until  and  unless 
they  are  preferrea.  Perhaps  I  may  say  that,  with  a  yiew  to  lessen,  if  possible,  the  probabilitpr 
of  such  differences  arising  in  future,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  goyemment  to  adyise  her  Maj- 
esty to  issue  a  royal  commission  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  neutrality  iaws,  and.  if 
necessary,  to  reyise  those  laws.    [Cheers.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract  ] 

No.  1246.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  26,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  weet  end  of  this  great  metropolis  has  been  this  week  the  scene  of 
most  unusoal  popular  excitement,  on  account  of  the  decision  of  the  authorities 
to  close  the  gates  of  Hyde  Park  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  last.  The  object 
of  this  extraordinary  step  was  to  shut  out  the  organizations  engaged  in  the  sup- 
port of  reform  from  holding  a  public  meeting  there,  which  hii^  been  forbidden 
by  the  police,  but  which  they  had  nevertheless  determined  to  persevere  in,  at 
least  until  actually  turned  off  from  the  gates,  with  a  view  to  bringing  the  ques- 
tion of  right  into  the  courts. 

Unfortunately  for  all  the  parties,  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  the  assembly  of 
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large  divisions  of  the  police,  and  their  march  in  military  style  along  the  streets 
to  the  point  of  concentration,  had  so  strongly  roused  the  cariosity  of  myriads  of 
the  floating  proletary  population,  ever  on  the  watch  for  an  excitement,  that  hy 
the  hour  designated  a  great  multitude  had  assembled  in  firont  of  the  principal 
gates.  Hence,  when  the  reform  associations  made  their  appearance  and  expe- 
rienced the  expected  refusal,  the  weakness  of  the  lines  of  iron  railing  extending 
on  a  street  running  to  the  southward  had  already  been  tested  by  these  idlers. 
The  immediate  consequence  was  that  in  a  short  tifne  the  rails,  together  with  the 
stone  coping  to  which  they  were  fastened,  were  laid  prostrate  for  almost  the 
entire  length  of  the  street.  The  crowd  then  rushed  in  nrom  every  point  in  such 
numbers,  and  spread  so  far  and  wide,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  compara- 
tively small  force  prepared  for  the  emergency  to  thins  of  further  measures  of 
prevention.  An  attempt  to  have  recourse  to  the  military  force  nearest  at  hand 
only  served  to  show  the  weakness  of  the  device,  and  to  excite  the  derision  of 
the  populace.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  bad  temper,  for  the  cavalry  were 
received  with  cheers,  whilst  for  the  police  were  reserved  the  manifestations  of 
disgust.  The  end  of  it  was  that  the  people  kept  their  ground  all  night,  and  the 
government  prohibition  proved  utterly  powerless. 

The  news  of  this  event,  spread  abroad  in  the  journals  of  the  next  morning,  had 
the  effect  of  multiplying  the  numbers  of  people  anxious  to  witness  the  scene  of 
the  struggle.  The  magistrates  were  busy  all  day  in  inflicting  penalties  on  some 
of  the  o&nders,  but  no  possibility  remained  of  regulating  the  ingress  into  the 
park,  so  that  crowds  of  idlers  continued  standing  from  noon  till  night,  which 
were  heavily  re-enforced  after  dark  by  multitudes  of  laborers  and  artisans  released 
from  the  day's  work.  Occasionally  portions  of  them  showed  signs  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  mark  their  disapproval  of  certain  individuals  who  had  made  themselves 
obnoxious  from  their  remarks  on  the  reform  bill,  by  attacking  their  windows ; 
but,  with  the  single  exception  of  Lord  Elcho's,  I  believe  they  did  little  actual 
injury.  Some  damage  was  done  by  mistake.  At  the  same  time  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  aspect  of  things  was  growing  more  and  more  grave.  Last  eve- 
ning the  multitude  was  greater  than  ever.  The  reform  associations  now  felt 
themselves  called  upon  to  interpose.  After  a  conference  of  the  leaders  with  the 
head  of  the  Home  Office,  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  in  which  the  latter  agreed  to  pro- 
mote the  submission  of  the  question  of  right  to  the  courts,  they  exerted  them- 
selves with  success  to  persuade  the  mob  to  disperse. 

Thus  the  matter  stands  to-day ;  but  it  is  very  certain  that  the  result  is  htr 
from  satisfactory  to  the  governing  classes.     *  *  *  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  I(.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StcUe^  Wcuhington,  X>.  C 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1818.]  Department  op  State, 

WathmgUm,  July  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by 
General  Banks,  chairman  of  the  nouse  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  th« 
subject  of  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  copy  of  a 
neutrality  bill  as  it  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  bill  failed 
to  be  acted  upon  in  the  Senate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4r.,  4c.,  igc.         Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Ranks,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfGftirs,  made  the  following  report : 

f%e  CmmmiiUe  on  Foreign  Affairs^  to  which  wot  referred  for  eonsidoration  resolutions  con- 
eeming  the  present  struggle  qf  Ireland  for  independence  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  latos,  with 
other  papers  upon  the  same  subjeett  have  complied  with  the  orders  of  the  Houses  and  respect- 
fsUg  report : 

The  statatos  defining  the  nentral  relations  of  the  United  States  with  other  nations  onght 
to  rest  npon  the  recof^iised  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  treaties  to 
which  they  are  a  party,  and  such  reciprocal  legislation  as  may  be  enacted  in  concert  or  co- 
operation  with  other  States  for  the  promotion  of  public  peace. 

There  is  nothing  at  this  time  which  can  justly  compel  the  United  States  to  enact,  maintain, 
or  enforce  principles  of  neutrality  which  are  not  accepted  or  acted  upon  by  other  States. 
The  duty  that  neutrality  Imposes  is  reciprocal  and  not  arbitrary.  It  is  doubtless  expedient 
and  ueceesaxy  that  these  principles,  whatever  they  are,  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  statute, 
simple  and  comprehensive,  in  order  that  the  people  may  be  instructed  in  their  duties  and  in 
the  privileges  secured  to  them.  The  repeal  of  existing  statutes  would  impose  the  necessity 
.  of  enacting  other  laws  unon  the  subject.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  condition  of  the 
country  and  its  changea  relations  to  other  governments  which  naturally  result  from  the 
great  events  of  the  last  half  century,  will  jusUfy,  if  they  do  not  demand,  a  critical  and  liberal 
revision,  with  a  view  to  their  better  adaptation  to  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs. 

A  brief  review  of  the  history  of  the  several  neutrabt^  acts  passed  by  Congress  since  the 
organization  of  the  government  will  show  how  far  existing  legislation  is  justified  by  the 
pnndplee  of  international  law,  the  treaties  we  have  negotiated  with  other  governments,  or 
the  legislation  of  other  nations,  ax\d  to  what  extent  the  repeal  or  amendments  of  these  acts 
may  be  justified  or  demanded.  The  independence  of  the  American  colonies  was  acknowledged 
by  Great  Britain  in  1783.  The  participation  of  the  colonies  in  the  Indian  and  French  wars, 
and  the  severe  and  long-continued  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  made  it  necessary  that  the  new 
government  under  the  Constitution  shomd  husband  its  resources,  and,  if  possible,  avoid  all 
complications  with  foreign  nations.  The  foreien  policy  of  the  administration  of  Wash- 
'  ington— as  wise  and  necessary  as  it  was  successnil — wsa  based  n^n  this  idea.  It  is  now 
conceded  that  the  safety  of  thd  republic  imperiously  demanded  this  policy.  But  the  people 
not  immediately  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  administration  were  impatient  for  more 
resolute  and  decidea  action  than  it  proposed.  The  war  between  France  and  England  was 
at  that  time  waged  with  relentless  rigor.  The  solicitude  which  had  been  constantly  mani- 
fested during  our  struggle  for  our  success  by  the  government  and  people  of  France,  created 
an  intense  interest  among  all  classes  of  Americans  for  the  victory  of  France  against  the 
common  enemy  of  both  nations.  This  feeling  was  everywhere  enthusiastically  expressed 
in  addressee  and  resolutions  of  legislative  and  popular  assemblies,  in  the  discussions  of  the 
public  journals,  in  the  fiery  appecds  of  partisan  leaders,  as  well  as  in  the  social  circles  of  the 
people  themselves. 

The  enthusiasm  of  republicans  for  France,  and  their  hostility  to  England,  was  not  much 
less  marked  in  America  than  in  France.  It  brought  public  opinion  to  the  verge  of  revolt 
against  ^e  peaceful  policy  of  Washington.  Accountable  to  the  people  for  its  resistance  to 
popular  clamor  and  the  consequences  of  its  timid  submission  to  the  demands  of  England, 
whose  arrogant  pretensions  intensified  the  popular  friendship  for  France,  the  administration 
was  threatened  with  formidable  resistance,  if  not  the  overthrow  of  its  policy. 

The  intemperate  conduct  of  an  agent  of  France  changed  the  current  of  popular  opinion, 
and  gave  to  Washington's  administration  a  strength  which  it  could  not  have  received  from 
its  measures  as  they  were  then  interpreted  by  the  people.  Mr.  Genet,  the  agent  of  France, 
was  emboldened  by  the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  received,  south  and  north,  to  disregard 
the  authority  of  the  government.  He  authorized  the  raising  of  troops,  and  commissioned 
officers  and  vessels  to  cruise  upon  the  seas  against  the  commerce  of  England.  Against  these 
proceedings  the  British  minister  at  Washiuffton  made  ealnest  protest.  Public  opinion,  in 
the  presence  of  the  palpable  consequences  otits  untamed  ardor,  tempered  its  opposition,  and 
enabled  the  administration  not  only  to  preserve  its  neutrality  between  France  and  Enf^laud, 
but  also  to  gratify  England  by  the  enactment  of  statutes  for  its  protection  more  explicit  and 
stringent  than  those  imposed  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  act  of  1794  was  the  first  law  of 
the  United  States  upon  this  subject.  The  neutrality  which  this  statute  contemplated  was 
that  enforced  by  the  law  of  nations — an  absolute  impartiality  between  contending  parties,  and 
the  assertion  and  defence 'of  our  own  rights  as  a  neutral  nation.  It  did  not,  however,  fully 
answer  the  purpose,  nor  silence  the  claims  of  Great  Britain.  The  act  of  1794  was  not  passed 
in  pursuance  ot  the  prov^ions  of  the  Constittltion  making  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  punish 
offences  a§^ainst  the  laws  of  nations.  It  was  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  punish  offences  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  '*  offenccb  net  found  in  previous  legislation  of  this  or  other 
nations,  but  mainlv  created  by  the\tct  itself.  It  prohibited  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
under  heavy  penalties  of  fine,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  of  property,  from  accepting 
commissions  in  the  service  of  nations  at  war  with  each  other,  with  which  we  were  at  peace ; 
the  fitting  out  or  increasing  the  force  of  any  vessel  of  war  with  intent  to  enter  such  service ; 
and  gave  to  the  President  full  power  to  compel  the  observance  of  its  provisions.    The  character 
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of  the  act,  and  the  extent  to  which  ft  came  in  conflict  with  tiie  opinions  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  the  extraordinary  inflaences  under  which  it  was  enacted,  are  indicated  bj  tne  fwA 
that  its  operation  was  limited  to  the  term  of  two  jears.  For  a  time  it  answered  the  demands 
of  other  governments.  But  in  1797  the  statute  was  amended  bj  further  restrictions  upon 
commerce  and  the  people.  Neither  the  interests  of  France  nor  public  sentiment  prompted 
this  change  in  the  existing  law.  It  .could  have  been  suggested  only  by  the  power  that  prompted 
the  original  enactment.  The  law  of  1794  operated  omy  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The  law  of  1797  operated  against  citisens  of 
the  United  States  bejond  its  limits  and  jurisdiction.  The  law  of  1794  prohibited,  under 
heayj  penalties,  the  fitting  out  vessels  of  war  for  certain  specified  purposes ;  that  of  1797 
made  this  provision  applicable  not  onlv  to  vessels  of  war,  but  to  '*  private  ships,"  and  in- 
creased the  penalties  tor  its  violation.  It  increased  the  fine  from  three  to  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  imprisonment  threatened  from  three  jears  to  ten  years.  It  also  prohibited  the  ex- 
portation or  arms,  equipments,  vessels,  &c.,  until  the  end  of  the  session  of  1798.  The  law 
of  1794  was  limited  to  two  years.  That  of  1797,  except  as  to  the  exportation  of  arms,  &e., 
was  made  permanent.  These  provisions  indicate  clearly  under  what  infiuence  they  wera 
enacted,  and  what  interests  they  were  intended  to  subserve.  But  it  is  to  be  specially  noted, 
with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  time,  and  also  with  regard  to  subseouent  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  our  neutral  relations,  that  in  the  terrible  conflict  between  England  and  France, 
in  which  each  nation  contended  not  onl^  for  supremacy  in  Europe,  but  also  for  its  existence, 
the  statutes  of  1794  and  1797,  the  flrst  tor  a  period  of  three  years,  and  the  second  for  twenty 
years,  during  which  the  whole  of  Europe  was  involved  in  war,  were  sufficiently  stringent  in 
their  prohibitions  upon  American  commerce  and  the  American  people  to  satisfy  and  silence 
the  claims  of  the  nation  most  ambitious  for  supremacy  upon  the  land  and  sea.  We  wei« 
then  in  condition  to  have  done  more  and  gone  further  in  this  direction  if  it  had  been  deemed 
necessarv  or  just.  But  no  further  claim  for  protection  was  made,  and  the  neutrality  statutes  of 
1794  and  1797  remained  unchanged  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

Early  in  the  present  century  the  Spanish  provinces  in  America  revolted  against  the  op- 
pressive government  of  Spain,  and  asserted  tbeir  independence.  The  success  of  this  revolu- 
tion ftkve  to  the  world  ei^ht  sovereign  and  independent  nations.  The  independence  of  the 
Spanish  republics  was  hailed  by  the  people  of  this  country  as  the  most  auspicious  event  of 
the  affe.  No  government  in  Europe  except  that  of  Spain  bad  resisted  the  freedom  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  by  force.  But  all  the  nations  of  Europe  in  alliance  with  Spain  maintained 
her  right  to  the  government  of  the  colonies.  Great  Britain  had  been  invited  by  Spain,  in 
conjunction  with  the  European  alliance,  to  mediate  between  her  and  the  colonies,  upon  the 
basis  of  their  continued  submission  to  her  authority,  with  certain  ameliorations  as  to  com- 
merce and  the  appointment  of  officers.  The  United  States,  whose  co-operation  was  solicited 
by  Great  Britain,  declined  to  enter  into  any  plan  of  pacification,  except  upon  the  basis  of 
their  independence.  The  recognition  of  their  independence  was  deferred  for  several  years  in 
deference  to  the  authority  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  Spain  declared  that  such  reception  would 
be  regarded  by  her  as  an  act  of  hostility.  Their  independence  was  recognized  in  1822,  after 
a  contest  of  twelve  years.  The  sympathy  of  the  American  people  for  the  SfNUiish  patriots 
was  sincere  and  universal,  and  their  hostility  to  the  government  and  institutions  or  Spain 
was  equally  strong.  The  proximity  of  the  Spanish  provinces  to  our  own  country,  and  Uielr 
inability,  on  account  of  their  want  of  vessels  of  war,  to  cope  with  Spain  upon  the  sea,  ren- 
dered it  difficult  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  giving  them  aid  in  their  struggle  for  Ubertr. 
It  was  still  more  difficult  to  allay  the  suspicions  of  the  European  governments  of  our  compli- 
cation with  the  revolutionists.  The  statutes  of  1794  and  1797,  which  had  been  sufficientlj 
strong  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  England  during  her  struggle  with  France,  did  not  satis^ 
those  who  supported  the  authority  of  Spain  over  the  colonies.  To  quiet  these  apprehensions, 
and  more  completely  to  fulfil  all  possible  obligations  of  a  neutral  State,  the  statute  of  1817 
was  enacted,  llie  purpose  of  this  act  was  stated  in  its  title.  It  was  an  act  to  '*  preserve 
neutral  relations."  This  statute  embraced  two  principles  not  contained  in  the  acts  of  1794 
or  1797.  It  required  the  government  to  take  bonds  from  owners  of  armed  vessels  that  no 
person  within  or  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  should  use  them  in  contraven- 
tion of  its  neutrality  laws,  and  it  authorized  and  directed  collectors  of  customs,  upon  mere 
suspicion  of  such  intent,  to  seize  and  detain  them  until  an  order  of  release  should  be  obtained 
from  the  President  It  was  not  denied  that  an  armed  vessel  might  be  lawfully  sold  by  an 
American  citizen  to  a  foreign  subject,  other  than  a  subject  of  Spain,  but  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary to  make  the  American  citizen  responsible  for  the  action  of  the  foreign  subject  wbeie- 
ever  he  might  be,  and  thus  indirectly  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  American  vessels.  It  wasan  aet 
not  to  punish,  but  to  prevent  crime  on  tne  part  of  American  citizens,  bv  depriving  them  of 
the  power  of  its  commission.  It  was  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  a  belligerent  not  only  to 
punish  the  violation  of  laws,  but  to  demand  the  surrender  of  power  to  disregard  them.  It 
was  not  legislation  to  punish  crime  aeainst  the  law  of  nations,  out  to  prevent  offences  against 
Spiun ;  and  that  at  a  moment  when  she  was  drawing  her  snpplies  from  the  United  States  to 
carry  on  the  war  against  her  colonies  through  the  port  of  Havana,  which  was  open  to  ns 
only  for  that  purpose.  The  manifestation  of  public  feeling  against  the  act  of  1817  was  so 
strong  and  general  as  to  suggest  a  revision  of  the  several  neutrality  acts,  and  the  consolidft- 
tion  of  such  provisions  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  maintain  the  peace  of  this  coimtiy  with 
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otber  natioxiB  in  a  single  statute.  This  was  done  in  161 8.  The  act  of  that  jear  constitntes 
the  law  of  neatrality  now  in  operation  in  this  coantrr ;  and  it  is  the  repeal  of  this  act  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  called  by  order  of  the  House.  This  act  was 
the  result  of  a  strong  public  feeling  against  the  law  of  1817,  and  the  earnest  and  united  rep- 
resentations of  foreign  gOTernments  against  the  interference  of  American  citizens  in  tne 
struggle  of  the  South  American  states  for  independence  against  Spain.  Owing  to  the  per- 
sistent power  of  foreign  representatives' the  new  act,  notwithstanding  their  manirost  unpopu- 
larity, embodied  all  toe  oDJectionable  provisions  of  preceding  legislation.  Its  merit  was 
that  it  embraced  in  one  statute  all  legislation  upon  this  subject,  giving  to  its  provisions  the 
vigor  of  a  new  act,  to  which  the  attention  of  tne  executive  officers  of  the  country  would  be 
called.  Its  ablest  opponent  was  Henry  Clay,  then  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  characterized 
it  as  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  Spain  against  the  republics  of  America.  It  was  enacted  upon 
the  pressing  claims  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  backed  by  the  representative  of  Qreat  Britain. 
No  other  countrv  had  adopted  such  provisions  of  law  for  the  maintenance  of  its  neutral  obli- 
gations. It  forbade  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  accept  commissions  in  the  service  of  any 
government  at  war  with  other  nations  and  at  peace  with  us ;  it  prohibited  enlistments  in  the 
United  States ;  the  fitting  out  or  increasing  tne  force  of  vessels  of  war  within  or  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  with  intent  to  enter  such  service,  under  a  penalty  of  the  con- 
fiscation of  property  and  punishment  by  fine  not  exceeding  fl 0,000  and  imprisonment  not 
to  exceed  ten  years.  Owners  or  part  owners  of  vessels  were  required  to  eive  bonds  in  double 
the  value  of  vessel,  carg^,  and  armament,  that  they  should  not  be  usea  in  contravention  of 
law ;  and  collectors  of  customs  were  authorized  and  directed  to  seize  and  detain,  until  the 
will  of  the  President  could  be  ascertiuned,  vessels  upon  mere  suspicion  they  were  to  be  so 
used.  Previous  statutes  had  been  temporary  in  whole  or  in  part.  This  act  was  made  per- 
muient.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  provisions  so  repressive  upon  American  commerce, 
80  hostile  to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  colonies,  and  so  strongly  in  favor  of  a  ^vemment 
whose  principles  were  so  repugnant  to  the  people  as  those  of  Spain,  were  voluntarily  adopted. 
They  had  their  origin  in  the  interests  of  European  governments  hostile  to  the  cause  of  the 
colonies.  But  it  was  not  this  consideration  alone  that  led  to  their  permanent  enactment. 
The  established  policy  of  the  government  was  that  of  peace  with  all  nations.  To  maintain 
this  policv  it  waived,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  interests  to  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
it  would  have  resolutely  adhered.  The  declarations  of  Washington  upon  this  subject  are  too 
fiuniliar  to  require  repetition.  They  were  accepted  by  all  his  successors,  and  perhaps  in  no 
instance  more  forcibly  and  justly  expressed  than  by  Mr.  Adams  in  1826,  in  setting  forth  the 
objects  of  the  Panama  mission:  "The  ^reat  rule  of  conduct  eiven  us  by  the  father  of  his 
country  in  his  farewell  address,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,"  ne  said,  **is,  in  extending  our 
commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little  connexion  as  possible.**  **The  counsels  of 
Washington,**  said  Mr.  Adams,  "  in  that  instance,  as  in  all  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  were 
founded  upon  the  circumstances  in  which  our  country  and  the  world  around  us  were  situated 
al  the  time  when  it  was  given ;  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  him  for  his  advice  were  that 
Europe  had  a  set  of  primaiy  interests  which  to  us  had  no  or  a  very  remote  relation ;  that 
hence  she  must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies,  the  causes  of  which  were  essentially 
foreign  to  our  concerns ;  that  our  detached  and  distant  situation  invited  and  enabled  us  to 
pursue  a  different  course ;  that  by  our  union  and  rapid  growth  with  an  efficient  government 
the  period  was  not  far  distant  when  we  might  defy  material  injury  from  external  annoyance ; 
wh^  we  might  t^e  such  an  attitude  as  would  cause  our  own  neutrality  to  be  respected,  and 
with  reference  to  belligerent  nations  might  choose  peace  or  war  as  our  interests,  guided  by 
justice,  should  counsel.**  The  same  principle  was  stated  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  when  replying  to  the  application  for  active  aid  to  the  cause  of  Greek  emanci- 
pation and  liberty  in  1823. 

'*  The  policy  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  foreign  nations  has  always  been  founded 
upon  moral  principles  and  natural  law-— peace  with  all  mankind.  From  whatever  cause  war 
between  other  nations,  whether  foreign  or  domestic  has  arisen,  the  unvarying  law  of  the 
United  States  has  been  peace  with  both  belligerents.  From  the  first  war  of  uie  French  revo- 
lution to  the  recent  invasion  of  Spain  there  has  been  a  succession  of  wars,  national  and  civil, 
in  itimost  every  one  of  which  one  of  the  parties  was  contending  for  liberty  or  independence. 
To  the  first  revolutionary  war  a  strong^  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  take  sides  with  the  party  which  at  its  commencement  was  contending,  apparently 
ftt  least,  for  both.  Had  the  policy  of  the  United  States  not  been  essentially  pacific,  a  stronger 
case  to  claim  their  interference  could  scarcely  have  been  presented.  They  nevertheless  de- 
clared themselves  neutral,  and  the  principle  then  deliberately  settlea  has  been  invariably 
adhered  to  ever  since.**  It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  government  acceded  to  the  united 
demands  of  European  nations  in  its  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  neutiality  in  1818.  It  was 
not,  as  asserted,  because  everv  aflfectlon  of  our  government  was  wrapped  up  in  Qreat  Britain, 
nor  that  we  were  legislating  in  favor  of  Spain,  as  Mr.  Clay  declared.  This  legislation  waa 
in  harmony  with  the  established  policy  of  the  government,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  dis- 
connect ourselves  from  other  nations  in  all  matters  of  war. 

Another  consideration  gave  force  to  this  view  of  public  duty.  It  had  been  the  established 
policy  of  the  government,  in  submission  to  the  views  of  the  dominant  political  party  of  that 
aay,  to  dispense  with  armies,  navies,  and  fortifications,  leaving  our  commerce  and  even  our 


160  DIPLOMATIC   C0BBE8P0KDBNCB. 

territorj  to  the  protection  of  a  just,  moderate,  and  padfie  public  policy.  President  Monroe 
was  the  first  to  depart  from  this  theory.  He  urged  as  strenuously  as  the  federalists  had  done 
the  fortification  ofour  coast  and  frontier,  the  organization  of  an  army  competent  to  garrison 
and  defend  the  frontier,  and  to  meet  the  first  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe.  He  advocated  a  navy, 
sufficient  to  maintain  with  dignity  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and  secure  our  prop- 
erty on  the  seas  from  spoliation,  and  hecolne  a  powerfril  en^e  of  annoyance  to  public 
enemies.  It  was  at  this  perod  that  official  declaration  of  the  doctnne  was  made  which  now  bears 
the  name  of  President  Monroe,  and  has  become  the  recognized  policy  of  the  American 
government.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  early  policy  of  the  government  was  the  result  of 
we  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  the  deficiency  in  armies,  navies,  fortifications,  and  the 
implements  of  war,  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  formation  of  its  policy  as  the  opinions  of  its 
legislators,  executive  officers,  or  the  people.  It  is  also  apparent  that  in  urging  the  creation 
of  armies,  navies,  fortifications,  the  implements,  and  the  stnd^  of  the  science  ofwar,  especial 
consideration  was  given  to  the  punpose  of  establishing  a  principle  of  neutrality,  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  countrv,  and  protecting  the  continent  against  the  encroachments  of 
European  powers  and  monarchical  or  imperial  institutions  of  government. 

It  was,  nevertheless,  a  wise  and  just  policy,  adapted  to  the  condition  of  things  at  that 
time,  and  deliberately  chosen,  but  with  a  view  '*  to  the  time  not  far  distant  when  by  union 
and  rapid  ^wth  we  might  choose  peace  or  war  with  belligerent  nations,  as  our  interests 
guided  by  justice  should  counsel" 

It  was  a  policv  of  isolation  and  estrangement  from  foreign  nations,  rather  than  of  mere 
neutrality,  whicn,  when  interpreted  by  the  law  of  nations,  means  nothing  more  nor  leas  than 
strict  impartiality  between  those  at  war  with  each  other. 

It  was  this  principle  which  enabled  the  administration  of  Washington  and  the  people  to 
harmonize  upon  a  measure  operating  in  favor  of  nations  hostile  to  us,  against  patriots  who 
were  not  oi^y  friends  but  sedulously  rollowing  our  example.  The  government  accepted  it,  not 
because  it  was  just,  but  necessary,  and  the  people,  because  they  shrank  from  presenting  to  the 
world  the  spectacle  of  a  government  at  peace,  and  a  people  at  war  with  other  nations,  it  is  of 
such  dust  that  men  capable  of  fireedom  are  made.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  there 
IB  now  no  desire  to  change  this  policy  of  peace  with  all  nations,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  time  is  approaching,  if  it  has  not  come,  when  the  statutes  affecting  our  neutral  relations 
may  be  put  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  those  of  other  governments.  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary or  just  that  the  people  of  the  Umted  States  should,  by  their  own  act,  be  put  under  obliga- 
tions, and  subjected  to  prohibitions  such  as  rest  upon  no  other  nation,  or  that  their  personal 
rights  and  commercial  privileg^es  should  by  themselves  be  declared  inferior  to  those  enjoyed 
by  people  of  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  English  statute  of  1819  does  not  permanently  prevent  or  punish  crime.  It  depends 
upon  t^e  will  of  the  Crown.  The  sovereign  may  suspend  its  operations  at  pleasure.  It  is, 
indeed,  effective  by  its  own  terms  only  when  the  acts  it  prohibits  are  not  bcensed.  Its  re- 
strictions upon  British  subjects  are  nominal  compared  with  those  of  the  American  statuta. 
This  is  the  more  noticeable  because  its  enactment  was  in  some  measure  a  result  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  American  statute  of  1818.  Lord  John  Russell  says,  in  his  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Adams  upon  the  subject  of  the  depredations  of  the  British  pirate  Shenandoah  upon  our 
commerce,  that  '*the  American  statute  of  1818  was,  in  &ct,  so  &r  as  it  was  considered  appli- 
cable to  the  circumstances  and  institutions  of  the  country,  (England,)  the  model  of  our 
foreign  enlistment  act  of  1819."  (Correspondence  respecting  the  Shenandoah,  page  301.) 
How  far  its  imperfect  provisions  were  enforced  during  the  reTOllion,  and  what  advantage  we 
deriveil  from  tne  halting  imitators  of  our  example  by  England,  the  American  commerce 
swept  from  the  seas  or  compelled  to  take  shelter  under  the  British  flag  «can  answer. 

Tne  luw  of  France  provides  that  if  any  citizen  shall,  by  acts  of  hostility  against  foreign 
governments  not  approved  by  the  government,  expose  the  state  to  reprisals  or  a  declaration 
of  war,  he  shall  be  punished  oy  banishment ;  and  if  war  follows  such  an  act,  then  by  depor- 
tation, with  loss  of  all  rights  of  citizenship.  If  any  citizen  of  France,  without  authority  of 
the  Emperor,  enters  the  armed  service  of  foreign  governments,  or  joins  any  foreign  military 
organization,  he  forfeits  his  citizenship,  which  he  cannot  regain  except  upon  the  conditions 
prescribed  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners.  Deportation  is  a  form  of  punishment  pre- 
served from  the  earliest  ages  of  antiquity.  It  consists  in  perpetual  banishment  at  some  puboe 
designated  by  the  government  beyond  the  limits  of  the  empire ;  or  if  no  place  has  been  de- 
signated, then  in  prison.    It  is  eouivalent  to  civil  death. 

The  American  statute  is  not  demanded  by  international  or  natural  law.  According  io 
these  systems  neutrality  is  impartiality.  A  state  in  virtue  of  its  sovereignty  has  an  inherent 
•  and  indefeasibilo  right  to  remain  neutral  as  between  other  states  at  war.  This  neutrality 
implies,  on  one  par^  impartiality ;  on  the  other,  inviolability.  The  state  cannot  inflict,  ana 
is  not  bound  to  suffer  injury.  It  is  a  temporary  condition,  incident  to  the  situation,  and  not 
necessarily  permanent.  An  attempt  to  impose  upon  a  people  permanent  neutrality,  espe- 
cially if  tnat  word  is  interpreted  to  mean,  as  in  our  legislation  it  does,  an  estranffement, 
abscission,  and  isolation  of  the  state  from  other  nations,  is  opposed  to  the  true  principles  of 
public  moral  it  V  and  law.  To  make  such  a  system  permanent  is  impracticable.  It  can  be 
lustified  only  by  a  regard  to  the  temporaiy  condition  of  states  by  which  it  is  enacted.  The 
highest  interests  of  civilization  demand  that  the  liberties  and  rights  of  neutrals  should  be 
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extended,  and  tbe  pririleffee  and  powers  of  states  at  war  diminished.  Upon  the  recognition 
of  this  principle  depend  the  progress  of  nations,  the  independence  of  states,  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  .  To  restrict  the  nghts  of  neutrals,  and  enlarge  the  power  of  belligerents,  is  to 
reject  tne  teaching  of  Christianity  and  the  improyements  of  civilization,  and  to  retnm  to  the 
doctrines  of  uncivilized  nations  and  the  practices  of  barbaric  peoples. 

In  reviewing  the  statute  of  1818  we  cannot  escape  the  conclusion  that  it  is  founded  upon 
an  opposite  and  unsound  philosophy ;  that  it  disregards  the  inalienable  righte  of  the  people 
of  all  nations  ;  that  it  was  imposed  upon  the  country  by  considerations  affecting  exclusively 
tbe  political  interests  of  other  nations ;  that  it  criminally  restrains  the  rights  of  nations  at 
peace  for  the  benefit  of  those  at  war ;  that  it  was  intended  to  perpetuate  the  supremacy  of 
Avored  nations  on  the  sea.    It  properly  belongs  to  another  age,  and  is  not  of  us  nor  for  us. 

It  was  in  deference  to  the  conditions  then  imposed  that  American  legislators  thought  it 
expedient  to  divest  this  country  of  rights  enjoyed  by  othe;^,  indispensable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  strength  of  republican  institutions  and  tne  American  States,  and  to  inflict  upon 
their  people  the  irreparable  injury  of  depriving  them  of  privileges  necessary  to  their  private 
prosperity  and  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  their  race.  It  is  incredible  that  it  should  have 
been  thought  necessary  permanently  to  suppress,  as  crimes  on  the  part  of  our  citizens, 
transactions  which  are  not  punished  as  crimes  elsewhere,  for  the  benefit  of  nations  inimical 
if  not  hostile  to  us,  and  against  states  struggling  for  independence  and  liberty  in  emulation 
of  our  own  example. 

No;  these  concessions  to  the  peace  of  the  world  were  made  for  the  time  when  they  were 
enacted.  It  was  an  opportune  and  patriotic  policy.  The  preservation  of  the  republic  was 
the  first  duty  of  our  fatners,  as  it  is  now  ours.  It  is  destined,  if  sustained,  to  be  the  gprand 
disturber  of  the  right  divine  of  kings,  the  model  of  struggling  nations,  the  last  hope  of  the 
independence  of  states  and  of  rational  liberty. 

To  the  example  and  precept  of  our  fathers  we  still  adhere.  But  if  the  time  has  come  for 
which  they  waited  and  worked,  or  whenever  it  shall  come,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  country 
can  be  asserted,  its  interests  protected  without  departure  from  the  established  policy  of  our 
government,  which  we  indorse  without  hesitation,  and  to  which  we  adhere  without  reserva- 
tion, it  is  our  opinion  that  the  opportunity  should  not  be  lost.  And  we  therefore  recommend, 
as  incident  to  this  duty  and  this  day,  a  thorough  revision  of  the  statutes  affecting  our  neutral 
relations  with  other  governments,  and  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  limit  its  prohibi- 
tions and  restrictions  to  those  imposed  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  treaties, 
the  reciprocal  legislation  of  other  governments,  the  freedom  of  commerce,  the  independence 
of  states,  the  interests  of  civilization,  and  that  will  curb  the  power  of  nations  at  war,  and 
strengthen  and  extend  the  rights  of  those  at  peace. 

The  committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  bill  referred  by  order  of  the  House  on  the  20th 
June,  providing  that  the  statute  of  1818  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  selling  vessels,  ships,  or  steamers  built  within  the  limits,  or  of  ma- 
terials and  munitions  of  war  the  growth  or  products  thereof,  to  inhabitants  of  this  country  or 
to  governments  not  at  war  with  the  United  States. 

The  statute  of  J  818  enacts  that  **  any  person  who  shall  fit  out  or  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out 
or  arm,  or  be  concerned  in  fitting  out  or  arming,#any  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  engaged  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  any  colony, 
district,  or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property 
of  any  prince,  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people  with  whom  the  United  States  are- 
at  peace,  ^hall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  fined  not  more  than  $10,000, 
and  imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years  ;  and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  procured 
for  the  building  and  equipment  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited." 

It  requires  that  owners  or  consignees  of  every  armed  ship  or  vessel  sailing  out  of  the  ports > 
of  the  United  States,  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  citizens  thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond^, 
with  sufficient  sureties,  in  aouble  the  amount  of  the  value  of  ship,  cargo,  and  armament,^  that 
she  shall  not  be  employed  by  such  owners  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  subjects, 
citizens,  or  property  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

It  requires  collectors  of  the  customs  to  detain  any  vessel  manifestly  built  for  war  purposes 
and  about  to  depart  the  United  States,  of  which  the  cargo,  crew,  **  or  other  circumstances" 
shall  render  it  probable  that  such  vessel  is  intended  to  be  employed  by  the  owner  to  cruise  or 
commit  hostilities  upon  the  citizens  or  propertv  of  any  foreign  state,  or  of  any  district, 
colony,  or  people  with  whom  tbe  United  States  shall  be  at  peace,  until  the  decision  of  the 
Ftesident  be  had  thereon,  or  until  the  owner  shall  have  ^iven  bonds  and  security  required 
by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  It  also  makes  citizens  within  the  United  States  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  foreign  subjects  who  are  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States..  These 
stringent  provisions  are  not  now  necessary  for  the  reason  given  for  the  passage  of  the  law,, 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  by  force,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  complicate  the  govern- 
ment with  nations  at  war  with  each  other  but  at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  neither  is  it 
demanded  by  any  just  interpretation  of  our  dutv  to  other  nations  under  the  law  of  nations, 
treaty  stipulations,  or  reciprocal  municipal  regulations.    The  repeal  or  modification  of  these 
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proviaioiis  will  be,  in  tbe  judgment  of  jonr  committee,  for  the  interest  of  public  peace.  Their 
effect  now  is  to  perpetuate  the  subjugation  of  States  without  naval  force  to  the  will  of  domi- 
nant maritime  nations.  It  may  reasonably  be  assumed  that  the  late  bombardment  of  the 
South  American  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast  by  Spain,  which  has  been  univereally  cun^ 
demned,  would  not  have  occurred  but  for  the  stringent  exeeution  of  the  provisions  of  this 
law  bj  our  ffovemment.  Had  the  South  American  governments  been  su])plied  with  ma- 
terials for  defence,  from  the  abundant  resources  of  the  United  States,  this  invasion  of  the 
American  waters  by  the  Spanish  navy  would  not  have  been  contemplated.  Ships  are  articles 
of  commerce ;  they  are  in  no  liberal  or  just  sense  contraband  of  war,  nor  are  the  materials  of 
which  they  are  made.  The  recent  improvements  in  naval  architecture  are  such  as  to  diminish 
the  distinctions  between  merchant  vessels  and  ships  of  war,  and  to  facilitate  the  adaptation 
of  one  to  the  purposes  of  the  other.  A  strong-built,  swift-sailing  merchant  vessel  or  steamer 
could  be  made  with  a  single  gun  an  effective  war  vessel.  To  prohibit  our  citizens  from  boild- 
iog  such  vessels  or  selling  materials  for  their  construction  at  a  time  when  all  nations  exoepi 
our  own  are  at  war,  because  thev  may  be  employed  for  hostile  purposes  by  foreiffn  subjects, 
or  to  demand  bonds  in  double  the  amount  of  vessel,  cargo,  and  armament,  ana  to  requics 
officers  of  the  customs  to  seize  and  detain  them  whenever  cargo,  crew,  or  *'  other  circum- 
stances*' shall  render  probable  a  suspicion  that  they  are  to  be  so  used,  and  where  American 
citizens  are  part  owners  only,  is  substantially  to  deprive  them  of  their  rights  to  engage  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  or  to  furnish  materials  therefor.  Considering  the  fimitless  capacity 
of  the  country  in  this  respect,  it  is  a  privilege  that  ought  not  to  be  surrendered  except  upon 
grounds  of  absolute  necessity  and  justice. 

The  laws  of  war  upon  land  have  been  materially  and  happily  modified  in  the  progress  of 
civilization.  Nations  are  no  longer  compelled  to  become  parties  to  war.  The  rignts  of  neu- 
trals have  been  steadily  enlarged ;  and  the  rights  of  non-combatants,  both  of  person  and  of 
property,  respected.  War  is  now  waged  against  governments,  and  not,  as  formerly,  against 
persona.  The  most  enlightened  maritime  nations  have  endeavored  to  modify  and  reform  the 
laws  of  war  upon  the  sea  as  upon  the  land.  Great  Britain  is  the  only  powdr  that  resists  the, 
recognition  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  upon  the  sea  as  upon  the  land,  in  this,  however,  thtf 
principles  she  asserts  are  not  enforced  m  her  practice.  To  this  extent  she  conforms  to  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  Russia,  in  1780,  asserted  tne  doctrine  of  armed  neutrality,  and  threatened 
war  against  any  power  that  violated  the  principles  asserted  by  her  in  behalf  of  neutral 
naUons.  These  declarations  were  chiefly :  that  the  flag  covers  the  cargo,  (contraband  ex- 
cepted ; )  that  neutrals  are  not  subject  to  the  right  of  search ;  that  articles  contraband  of 
war  must  be  limited  to  objects  used  exclusivelv  for  purposes  of-  war.    They  asserted  the 

r' ';  -of  armed  convoy  for  merchant  vessels,  and  that  blockade  to  be  recog^zed  must  be 
tive.  At  a  later  period  the  northern  maritime  nations  joined  Russia  in  proclaiming  the 
rights  of  neutrality  as  set  forth  in  the  declaration  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  had  Deea 
earlier  asserted  by  France.  The  United  States  made  war  upon  Great  Britain  in  support  of 
tbe  same  principles  in  1812,  and,  as  Napoleon  the  First  said  in  the  most  memorable  of  his 
addresses  to  the  French  Chambers,  vindicated  and  preserved  the  freedom  of  the  seas  when 
it  had  been  abandoned  by  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Notwithstanding  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  most  enlightened  maritime  nations  to  mitigate 
the  laws  of  war  upon  the  sea,  the  necessary  reform  is  not  yet  fully  established.  Great  Britain, 
in  theory  at  least,  maintains  the  ancient  and  unjust  pretensions  of  belligerents  upon  the  sea, 
denying  that  the  flag  protects  the  merchandise,  condemning  as  contraband  of  war  materials 
used  in  the  construction  of  vessels,  coal,  wood,  hemp,  and  tar,  as  well  as  arms,  g^ns,  pow- 
der, &c.,  declaring  that  they  ceased  to  be  merchandise,  and  were  contraband  of  war;  deny- 
ing the  convoy  of  merchant  vessels,  and  asserting  the  right  of  saarch  and  the  theory  of  paper 
blockades.  It  is  by  the  assertion  of  principles  which  she  does  not  undertake  to  enforce  that 
ahe  seeks  to  maintain  her  supremacy  on  the  seas.  To  these  pretensions  all  the  maritime 
nations  are  opposed.  It  is  only  by  monopolizing  the  naval  and  commercial  forces  of  ^e 
world  that  she  can  maintain  these  unjust  pretensions.  Whatever  increases  the  maritime  force 
of  other  nations  opens  the  seas  of  the  world  to  commerce,  which  ib  the  h^idmaid  of  peace. 
It  is  due  to  the  independence  of  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  that  tbe 
United  States  should  assist  in  this  great  work,  and  tbe  repeal  of  these  provisions  cannot  but 
contribute  in  an  important  degree  to  this  object  of  univeraal  interest. 

It  may  be  smd  that  the  modification  of  our  statutes  of  neutrality  will  absolve  Great  Britain 
from  claims  made  upon  her  for  the  destructicm  of  our  merchant  vessels  during  the  late  civil 
war.  There  is  no  ground  for  this  apprehension.  The  modification  proposed  affects  the 
future  and  not  the  past  relations  of  the  United  States  with  other  nations.  No  change  in  our 
statute  laws  can  release  Great  Britain  from  responsibility  to  this  government,  incurrod  uadar 
previously  existing  relations. 

Our  claim  is  for  American  ships  destroyed  by  British  vessels  in  violation  of  her  own  slattite 
of  neutrality— the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  1819,  enacted,  we  are  told,  upon  the  model  of  o«r 
statute  of  1818.  Our  compUint  is  based  upon  the  tact  that  before  one  drop  of  blood  was 
shed  in  auy  encounter  upon  land,  or  in  any  engagement  except  the  affair  at  Fort  Sumter; 
when  not  an  effective  insurgent  vessel  floated  upon  the  ocean,  she  recog^nized  the  rebels  as 
belligerents  on  the  sea,  and  allowed  pirate  ships  to  escape  from  her  ports  to  prey  opoQ 
and  destroy  our  commerce,  and  appropriated  to  nerself  the  advantages  of  this  unjust  pro- 
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ceeding.  We  complain  that  while  out  f^veniment  enforced  the  statutes  of  1794  and  1797 
upon  ibe  demands  of  Great  Britain,  onr  enemy,  against  the  French,  oar  friends ;  and  in 
lo]7  and  1818  enacted  new  laws,  at  the  solicitation  of  Spain  backed  hj  Great  Britain,  against 
the  South  American  republics,  she  disregarded  her  own  statute  law  of  1819,  which  was  not 
enforced  in  our  favor,  but  in  despite  of  its  provisions  British  ships  with  British  armaments 
and  British  crews  were  allowed  to  depart  from  and  to  refit  at  British  ports  in  every  part  of 
the  world  until  the  American  merchant  flag  disappeared  from  the  seas.  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  we  shall  long  maintain  a  policy  that,  while  it  destroys  cherished  American  interests 
operates  only  in  ravor  of  enemies  and  against  friends.  Great  Britain  cannot  absolve  herself 
from  her  obligations  upon  the  pretext  that  we  choose  to  discontinue  such  unequal  and  un- 
profitable relations  witn  her  government. 

The  reform  of  our  neutrality  laws  is  recommended  in  the  spirit  of  i>eace,  and  with  no 
desire  to  disturb  existing  friendly  relations  with  other  natiops.  We  prefer  to  strengthen  rather 
than  destroy.  Tbe  marvellous  changes  wrought  in  the  condition  or  the  country  have  worked 
no  change  in  tbe  spirit  of  our  people.  They  look  now,  as  heretofore,  to  universal  industry 
for  prosperity  and  power.  There  are  no  advantages,  territorial  or  otherwise,  incident  to  the 
possession  of  mere  political  power,  that  will  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  that  industrial 
spirit  which  is  the  stimulant  of  national  activity  and  the  compensation  of  individual  toil— the 
highest  reward  of  the  noblest  ambition.  There  is  no  outward  advantage  that  will  not  fall  to  us 
in  due  time.  Individuals  mav  be  impatient,  but  the  nation  never.  Violence  imperils,  anarchy 
and  despotism  destroy,  the  foundations  of  present  and  prospective  advantage.  We  most 
desire  to  avoid  the  perils  that  have  been  fatal  to  republics,  ancient  and  modem — ^the  policy 
that  substitutes  might  for  right,  and  invests  with  power  those  who  are  indifferent  if  not  hos- 
tile, to  the  interests  of  masses  of  men.  But  while  we  prefer  peace  to  war,  and  find  our  ad- 
Tantage  in  maintaining  peace  as  against  war,  it  is  no  longer  from  necessity.  If  we  are 
compelled  to  choose  between  the  sacrifice  of  our  rights  and  an  appeal  to  the  arbitrament  of 
war,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  decision.  We  can  no  longer  stand  bail  for  the  peace  of 
tbe  worid.  We  have  stood  guard  for  other  nations  long  enough.  When  the  maintenance  of 
national  honor  is  identified  with  the  defence  of  principles  essential  to  the  indepeodence  of 
States  and  the  progpress  of  civilization,  we  cannot  falter  on  a  course  marked  out  fbr  us  by 
duty  and  destiny. 

From  the  foundation  of  our  government  we  have  given  evidence  of  our  desire  for  peace. 
The  statutes  of  1794  and  1797  enabled  Washington  to  disregard  public  opinion  and  maintain 
neutrality  between  France  and  England.  The  act  of  1818  did  the  same  for  Spain  in  the 
contest  with  her  colonies  ift  America.  We  stopped  forward  to  the  aid  of  France,  with  men  and 
money,  when  insurrection  first  threatened  St.  Domingo,  taking  upon  ourselves  the  risk  of 
unauthorized  aid  when  delay  would  have  been  denial  of  assistance.  We  did  not  recognize 
tbe  insurrection  as  civil  war ;  and  when  France  solicited  tbe  prohibition  of  commerce  with 
8t.  Domingo,  her  request  was  panted.  The  government  suppressed  hostile  armaments  in 
Kentucky  against  Louisiana  before  its  cession.  When  the  South  American  states  had  achieved 
their  independence  and  sought  the  conquest  of  Cuba,  the  United  States,  by  adhering  to  its 
long-established  policy  and  faithfully  enforcing  its  laws,  maintained  the.  authority  of  Spain, 
although  it  would  otherwise  have  held  that  fertile  and  much  coveted  island  in  its  grasp. 
Who  fails  to  perceive  now  that  the  possession  of  Cuba  by  Spain  depends  upon  the  fidelity 
with  which  we  adhere  to  the  policy  of  our  fathers,  and  which  maintained  her  authority  in 
Cuba  against  Mexico  and  Colombia  in  1824  7 

The  government  dechned  to  aid  Greece  in  her  struggle  for  independence  and  liberty, 
although  it  was  urged  by  the  united  voice  of  the  people,  adhering,  as  Mr.  Adams  said,  **  lo 
Htf  constitutional  duty,  clear  and  unequivocal.**  la  1838,  executive  proclamations  and  more 
stringent  statutes  even  were  published  to  protect  Great  Britain  against  the  rebellion  of  that 
year  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Canadas.  We  enforced  the  neutrality  act  of  1818  agaisnt  the 
efforts  of  the  Cterman  states  to  orgfanise  a  navy  in  the  war  against  Denmark  in  1852,  and 
detained  in  our  ports  steamers  purchased  for  that  purpose  of  our  people. 

The  recent  memorable  ikivasion  of  Canada  offers  a  signal  exhibition  of  the  spirit  and 
character  of  our  government.  Great  Britain  has  given  us  no  cause  to  respect  her  sense  of 
jnstice  or  her  reg^ard  for  right  Our  people,  who  derive  from  her  their  ideas  of  language, 
liberty,  and  lav,  institutions  and  rehgion,  might  justly  expect  consideration,  if  not  favor. 
But,  with  indecent  disregard  of  our  situation,  she  has  not  lost  an  opportunity  to  embarrass 
ns.  She  planted  slavery  in  America  for  her  own  selfish  interests.  The  profits  of  the  African 
slaye  trade  witfi  this  country  were  the  foundation  of  many  of  her  colossal  private  fortunes. 
Having  fiwtened  it  upon  us,  she  precipitated  the  question  of  its  abolition  upon  us  when 
abolition  threatened  our  destruction.  She  ridiculed,  resisted,  and  denounced  emancipation, 
when  emancipation  was  necessary  to  our  existence  as  a  nation.  She  gave  her  sympathy  to 
rebels,  of  whose  confederacy  slavery  was  to  be  the  headstone  of  the  comer.  She  counteo- 
anced  a  rebellion  of  which  uie  only  effect  was  to  sacrifice  precious  blood,  in  great  part  of  her 
own  kith  and  kin.  She  lent  them  the  skill  of  her  mechanics,  of  which  the  rebels  had  noth- 
ing, and  without  which  war  was  impossible,  thus  making  her  working  men  supporters  of  a 
eause  the  triumph  of  which  was  the  degradation  of  labor.  She  gave  to  the  rebels  her  sym- 
pathy as  long  as  it  was  serviceable,  and  sold  to  them  her  power  as  long  as  they  could  pay 
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And  when,  in  adherence  to  our  own  policy,  bj  reluctant,  questionable,  and  even  violent 
execution  of  our  laws,  we  preserve  to  her  possessions  tbe  loss  of  which  would  be  the  pre- 
cursor of  other  calamities  and  reduce  her  to  tbe  rank  of  a  subordinate  power,  against  a  race 
to  which  our  country  is  deeplv  indebted  and  which  has  suffered  for  six  centuries  inexcusable 
and  ineffable  wrong,  she  roildlj  approves  our  conduct  as  better  than  she  had  a  right  to  expect. 

The  institutions  and  traditions  of  the  American  people  compel  sympathy  for  the  humblest 
of  the  human  family  when  struggling  for  liberty.  Their  literature  is  rank  with  the  spirit  of 
oppressed  races  grappling  with  tyranny  and  nations  fighting  for  independence.  Their  faith 
in  these  ideas  has  been  strengthened  by  the  results  of  their  own  struggle.  It  is  Impossible 
for  them  not  to  wish  well  to  Uie  cause  of  patriots  everywhere.  They  gave  their  gooa  wishes 
to  Switzerland,  France,  Spanish  America,  Poland,  Greece,  Hungary,  and  every  country  that 
sought  relief  from  tyranny.  They  cannot  withhold  from  Ireland  an  expression  of  their  hopes 
tor  me  restoration  of  its  independence.  They  believe,  with  Pitt,  that  Ireland  is  entitled  to 
the  same  privileges  as  England,  and  Irishmen  to  the  same  rights  as  Englishmen.  They 
believe,  with  Wilberforce,  that  England  owes  reparation  to  Ireland. 

•Mr.  Qrote,  the  classic  historian  of  Greece,  remembering  that  mythologists  recognized  three 
Jupiters,  sees,  in  reviewing  Enflrlish  historv,  two  Englands ;  one  noble,  wise,  and  strong,  one 
soraid,  brutal,  insensible  to  ngnt,  and  indifferent  wo  at  is  done  in  its  name.  "F(V  six  cen- 
turies," he  savs,  **  the  bad  England  has  kept  vigil  for  Ireland,  while  for  the  rest  of  the  world 
it  has  generally  slept."  We  cannot  affirm  that  it  has  slept  for  America,  but  we  agree  with 
him  that  the  general  fact  is  attested  by  European  and,  we  may  add,  American  opinion,  which, 
reveres  English  history  at  large  but  regards'  the  Irish  part  of  it  vrith  resentment,  wonder,  and 
scorn.  We  believe  with  him  that  **  England  cannot  study  the  history  of  Ireland  without 
losing  her  self-respect,  nor  the  character  of  its  people  without  advanta^." 

The  sympathy  we  extend  to  all  nations  struggling  for  independence  is  strengthened  in  this 
case  by  a  sense  of  obligation  due  to  these  people  for  their  assistance  in  the  aevelopment  of 
our  country.  But  independent  of  any  consideration  of  this  character,  if  to  our  sense  of  their 
wron^  we  add  the  recollection  of  our  own,  the  popular  interest  in  their  favor  is  sufficiently 
explained.  The  intervention  of  our  government  under  such  circumstances  is  proof  of  our 
fidelity  to  our  obligations  to  other  nations,  and  ought  to  satisfy  the  world  that  we  have  no 
desire  to  disturb  its  peace.  It  is  rather  to  maintain  our  relations  with  other  nations  that  we 
ask  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  measures  herewith  reported. 

Report  of  the  minority. 

The  undersigned,  while  concurring  in  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  a  revision  of  the 
neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States,  are  unwilling  to  recommend  the  important  changes  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  without  more  careful  and  mature  deliberation  than  it  is  possible,  at 
this  late  stage  of  tbe  session,  to  bestow  upon  the  subject.  They  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  Joint  resolution  m  place  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee : 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives^  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  a  joint  committee 
of  three  members  of  the  Senate  and  six  members  of  the  House  of  Represclntatives  be  u>- 
pointed  to  revise  the  several  statutes  affecting  the  neutral  relations  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  with  those  of  other  nations,  and  to  consider  and  report  what  legislation  is 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  rights  enjoyed  by  other  nations, 
to  secure  the  largest  liberty  of  intercourse  and  trade  consistent  with  permanent  peace,  and  to 
harmonize  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  upon  this  subject  with  those  of  other  natioiis, 
and  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  age. 

HENRY  J.  RAYMOND. 
J.  W.  PATTERSON. 

AN  ACT  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  Stattf. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jurisdiction  thereof,  accept  and  exercise  a  commission  to  serve  a  foreign  prince,  state, 
colony,  district,  or  people  in  war,  by  land  or  by  sea,  against  any  prince,  state,  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  the  person  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  either, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which  such  offender  shall  be  convict^. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or  hire  or  retain  another  person  to  enlist  or 
enter  himself,  or  to  go  beyond  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  with  intent  to 
be  enlisted  or  entered  into  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people, 
as  a  soldier,  or  as  a  marine  or  seaman  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque,  or 
privateer,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
u])on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  one  year,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which 
such  offender  shall  be  convicted :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend 
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to  any  subject  or  citizen  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people,  who  shall 
transiently  be  within  the  United  States,  and  shall  on  board  of  any  vessel  or  war,  letter  ot 
marqae,  or  privateer,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  arrival  within  the  United  States,  was  fitted 
and  equipped  as  such,  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or  hire  or  retain  another  subject  or  citizen  of 
the  same  toreijifn  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people,  who  is  transiently  in  the  United 
States,  to  enlist  or  enter  himself,  to  serve  such  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  peo- 
ple on  board  snch  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  if  the  United  States  shall 
then  be  at  peace  with  such  foreign  foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and 
armed,  or  shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out  and  arming  of  any 
ship^  or  vessel  with  intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  any 
foreign  prince,  state,  colony,  district,  or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the 
Bubjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  any  foreign  prince,  or  state,  or  any  colony,  district  or  peo- 
ple with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  or  shall  issue  or  deliver  a  commission  within 
the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to  the  intent  that  she 
may  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  have  on  board  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
been  enlisted,  or  shall  have  engaged  to  enlist  or  serve,  or  shall  be  departing  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  with  intent  to  enlist  or  serve  in  contravention  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall 
npNon  conviction  thereof  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  and  im- 
prisonment not  more  than  three  years,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in 
which  such  offender  shall  be  convicted;  and  every  such  ship  and  vessel,  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  toc^ether  with  all  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  which 
may  have  been  procured  lor  the  building  and  equipment  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  collector  of  the  custiuns 
who  is  by  law  empowered  to  make  seizures  for  any  forfeiture  incurred  under  any  of  the  laws 
of  customs,  to  seize  such  ships  and  vessels  in  such  places  and  in  such  manner  in  which  the 
officers  of  the  customs  are  empowered  to  make  seizures  under  the  laws  for  the  collection  and 
protection  of  the  revenue,  and  that  every  such  ship  and  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  together  with  all  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or 
be  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  may  be  prosecuted  or  condemned  for  the  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  in  like  manner  as  ships  or  vessels  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned 
for  any  breach  of  the  laws  made  for  the  collection  and  protection  of  the  revenue. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  increase  or  augment,  or  procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented, 
or  shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  increasing  or  augmenting  the  force  of  any  ship  of  war, 
or  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  within  the  United  States, 
was  a  ship  of  war,  or  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  or  state, 
or  colony,  district,  or  people,  or  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  of  such  prince 
or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  the  same  being  at  war  with  any  foreign  prince 
or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  by 
adding  to  the  number  of  guns  of  such  vessels,  or  by  changing  those  on  board  of  her  for 
gwoB  of  a  lareer  calibre,  or  by  the  addition  thereto  of  any  equipment  solely  applicable  to 
war,  or  shall  have  on  board  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  been  enlisted  or  engaged 
to  enlist  or  serve,  or  who  shall  be  departing  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  with 
intent  to  enlist  or  serve  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  every  person  so  of- 
fending shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  upon  conviction  thereof  be  pun- 
iahed  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  more  than  one  year, 
or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which  such  offender  shall  be  convicted. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  district  courts  shall  take  cognizance  of  all 
complaints,  informations,  indictments,  or  other  prosecutions,  by  whomsoever  instituted,  in 
cases  of  captures  made  withm  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  or  within  a  marine  league  of 
the  coasts  or  shores  thereof. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  everY  case  in  which  a  vessel  shall  be  fitted  out 
and  armed,  or  in  which  the  force  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel  shall 
be  increased  or  augmented,  and  in  every  case  of  the  capture  of  a  ship  or  vessel  within  the 
jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  States,  as  before  defined,  and  in  everv  case  in  which 
any  process  issuing  out  of  any  coqpt  of  the  United  States  shall  be  disobeyea  or  resisted  by 
any  person  or  persons  having  the  custody  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  ves- 
sel or  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  or  of  any  subjects  or 
citizens  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  in  such  case  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Suites,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have 
empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  pan  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  takin?  possession  of  and  detaining  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  her  prize  or  prizes,  if  any,  in  order  to  the  execution  of  the  prohibi- 
tion and  penalties  of  this  act,  and  to  the  restoring  the  prize  or  prizes  in  the  cases  in  which 
restoration  shall  have  been  adjudged. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  ^ted 
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States,  or  such  person  as  be  shall  empower  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of  the  land 
and  uaval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
pel any  foreign  ship  or  Tes&el  to  depart  the  United  States  in  all  cases  in  which,  by  the  laws 
of  nations  or  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  not  to  remain  within  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  offences  made  punishable  by  the  proyisions  of  this 
act,  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  prosecuted  and  tried  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offences  prohibited 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  in  any  other  existing  law, 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  selling  vessels,  ships, 
or  steamers  built  within  the  limits  thereof,  or  materials  or  munitions  of  war  the  growth  or 
product  of  the  same,  to  inhabitants  of  other  countries  or  to  governments  not  at  war  with  the 
United  States :  Vrovidedy  That  the  operation  of  this  section  of  this  act  shall  be  suspended  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to  any  classes  of  purchases  whenever  or 
wherever  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  with  any  foreign  nation  may,  in  his  judg- 
ment, require  it. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  the  forej^ing  act  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  prosecution  or  punishment  of  treason,  or  any  piracy  or  other  felony  defined 
by  the  laws  of  the  Umted  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  vt  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  inflicting  any  further  or  other  penalty  or  forfeiture  than  are  herein- 
before provided  for  the  acts  forbidden  herein,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  the  House  of  l^presentatives  July  26,  1866. 

Attest:  EDWARD  McPHfiRSON,  Clerk, 

By  CLINTON  LLOYD,  Chief  Clerk, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1819.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  July  30,  1866. 

Sib:  I  have  your  despatch  of  the  12th  instant,  No.  1235.  It  gives  us 
pleasure  to  learn  that  you  find  Lord  Stanley  exhibiting  a  friendly  spirit  with 
regard  to  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  the  British  representative  here,  is,  I  think,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  arriving,  by  some  means,  at  a  better  understand- 
ing than  has  hitherto  existed  concerning  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  indemni- 
ties for  injuries  sustained  during  the  war. 

4c  ♦  «  ♦  Hi  * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
CHARLB8  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  !fc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Sctoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1820.]  Department  op  State, 

WashiTigton,  July  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  President's 
message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  copies  of  the  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  it,  in  answor  to  two  resolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
23d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  Fenian  prisoners. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 

Digitized  by  ^ 
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To  the  House  of  R^esenUUives : 

In  answer  to  two  reeolations  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  of  the  23d  instant,  in  the 
following  words : 

'*  Resolved^  That  the  House  of  Representatiyes  respectfully  request  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  urge  upon  the  Canaaian  authorities,  and  also  the  British  government,  the 
release  of  the  Fenian  prisoners  recently  captured  in  Canada. 

'**  Resolved,  That  this  House  respectfully  request  the  President  to  cause  the  prosecutions 
instituted  in  the  United  States  courts  against  the  Fenians  to  be  discontinued,  it  compatible 
with  the  public  interests** — 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject,  together  with  the  document 
which  accompanied  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  July  26, 1866. 


Department  op  State, 

WashingUm,Jtdy  26,  1866. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  referred  two  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives passed  on  the  23d  of  July  instant,  in  the  following  words,  respectively : 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  respectfully  request  the  President  oi  the 
United  States  to  urge  upon  the  Canadian  authorities,  and  also  the  British  government,  the 
release  of  the  Fenian  prisoners  recently  captured  in  Canada. 

*'  Resolved,  That  this  House  respectfiilly  request  the  President  to  cause  the  prosecutions 
initituted  in  the  United  States  courts  against  the  Fenians  to  be  discontinned,  it  compatible 
with  the  public  interests" —  • 

has  the  honor  to  report,  in  regard  to  the  first  resolution,  that  the  government  of'  the  United 
States  holds  no  correspondence  directly  upon  any  subject  with  the  Canadian  authorities, 
mentioned  in  the  said  resolution,  or  with  the  authorities  of  any  colony,  province,  or  depend- 
ency of  any  other  sovereign  state ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  its  correspondence  con- 
cerning questions  which  arise  in,  or  affect  or  relate  to,  such  colonies,  provinces,  or  depend- 
encies, is  always  conducted  exclusively  with  such  sovereign  government. 

On  the  1 1th  of  June  last  a  note  was  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  honorable  Sir 
Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  her  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  residing  in  the  United  States, 
of  which  a  copy  is  hereunto  annexed.  *  • 

It  is  proper  to  say,  in  relation  to  that  note,  ^rst,  that  the  reports  mentioned  therein  to  the 
effect  that  prisoners  had  been  taken  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States  and  conveyed  to  Can- 
ada, and  threatened  by  Canadian  agents  with  immediate  execution  without  legal  trial,  were 
found  on  examination  to  be  untrue,  and  without  foundation  in  fact. 

It  is  due  to  the  British  government  to  say,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  representationt 
made  in  the  said  note  have  been  received  and  taken  into  consideration  by  the  British  govern- 
ment and  by  the  Canadian  authorities  in  a  friendly  manner. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  first  recited,  harmonizing  as  it  does  with 
the  spirit  of  the  aforesaid  note,  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
and  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  with  the  expression  of  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
d«it,  that  a£fairs  upon  the  frontier  have  happily  come  into  a  condition  in  wnich  the  clemency 
requested  b^  Cong^ress  may  be  extended  without  danger  to  the  public  peace,  and  with  advan- 

Tto  the  mterests  of  peace  and  harmony  between  the  two  nations, 
have  already  received  your  directions  that  the  second  of  the  said  resolutions  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  proper  departments  of  the  government,  with  a  desire  that  it  may  be 
found  practicable  to  reconcile  the  humane  policv  recommended  with  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order,  the  safety  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States. 
The  President. 


Mr»  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract  1 

No.  1823.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  interesting  despatch  of  the  19th  of  July,  No.  1242,  has  been 
received.    We  are  yet  without  infonnation  of  the  details  or  even  of  the  bases 
of  the  pacification  which  is  so  unexpectedly  announced  as  having  already  taken 
place  in  Europe. 

*  For  endoffort  Me  ooitMpoBdence  with  Britbh  tegttloBL^i^g^  ^  CjOOQ IC 
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The  most  interesting  reflection  which  it  awakens  here  is  that  the  political 

eomhinatione  of  European  state^i  which  grew  out  of  the  Crimean  war,  are  not 

unlikely  to  give  way  with  the  result  of  new  rivalries,  between  Italy,  France, 

Prussia,  and  Russia.  •  •  ♦  •  ♦  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gharles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1248.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Avgtut  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart* 
ment  numbered  from  1801  to  1804,  inclusive,  together  with  a  printed  copy  of  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  British  provinces  into  the  Union. 

The  Parliament  is  on  the  eve  of  prorogation.  The  ministers  have  fixed  Sat- 
urday ioi^  the  customary  dinner  at  Greenwich,  and  it  is  probable  that  by  this 
day  next  week  the  annual  dispersion  from  Loudon  of  all  official  persons  will 
have  taken  place.  It  seems  to  be  now  definitively  settled  that  some  sort  of 
pacification  will  be  made  on  the  continent,  which  will  be  a  great  relief  to  all 
parties,  and  not  among  the  least  to  the  new  ministry  here,  which  may  now  per- 
haps hold  over  until  next  year. 

The  cholera  has  at  last  broken  out  with  great  severity  in  the  easterly  portion 
of  this  metropolis.  As  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  have  reached  this  section. 
But  its  progress  up  the  line  of  the  river  is  dfoubtless  only  a  question  of  time. 
Its  simultaneous  appearance  at  Liverpool,  the  great  port  of  the  American  trade, 
will  also  render  its  spread  over  the  western  continent  likelv.  I  do  not  know 
how  far  experience  proves  that  precautionary  measures  will  avail  to  stop  the 
progress  of  this  extraordinary  malady,  but  in  any  event  they  will  not  be  useless 
to  improve  the  health  of  the  people  in  the  long  run. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1249.]  Legation  op  the  UxMtbd  States, 

London,  August  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1788,  of  the  16th  of  June, 
relating  to  the  imprisonment  of  T.  E.  Blackwell  in  Ireland,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  his  discharge,  upon  the  application  of  Mr.  Eastman,  consul  at 
Queenstown,  on  condition  that  he  will  leave  the  country  at  once  for  the  United 
States. 

The  policy  of  liberating  the  persons  arrested  under  the  act  suspending  the 
Tidbeas  corpus,  is  now  steadily  prosecuted.  Mr.  West  reports  to  me,  almost 
daily,  cases  of  persons  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  who  are  released  on  his 
application,  suDJect  to  the  condition  above  stated.  Several  of  them  appear 
greatly  discontented  at  their  failure  to  create  a  misunderstanding  between  Xh» 
two  eonntries  in  regard  to  what  they  call  their  wrongful  detention ;  but  I  have 
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not  jet  heard  of  one  person  who  had  persevered  in  refnsing  his  freedom.   There 
is  little  doubt,  in  my  own  mind,  that  nearly  all  were  more  or  less  privy  to  the 
Penian  organization,  and  came  out  to  further  its  designs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SuUe,  Woihingtan,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1824.]  Department  OF  State, 

Washington,  August  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  22d  of  June,  No.  1220,  suggests  the  propriety  of 
adopting  measures  to  secure  for  our  merchant  marine  the  protection  of  the  Brit- 
ish foreign  deserters  act  of  1852. 

This  subject  having  been  taken  into  deliberate  consideration,  it  is  deemed 
more  convenient  to  proceed  by  way  of  negotiation  for  a  consular  convention 
than  to  ask  the  legislation  which  would  be  necessary  to  enable  us  to  avail  our 
selves  of  the  provisions  of  that  statute.  By  reference  to  the  act  of  June  11, 
1864,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  13,  page  121,)  you  will  observe  that  Congress 
has  already  enacted  the  provisions  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  any  consular 
convention  coming  within  its  terms. 

The  advantages  to  be  secured  by  such  a  convention  are  larger  than  those  to 
be  attained  by  our  acceding  to  a  reciprocity  of  obligation  under  the  foreign 
deserters  act  of  1852.  For  example,  the  act  of  1852  is  limited  in  its  operation 
to  seamen  who  have  actually  deserted,  without  providing  for  the  confinement 
on  shipboard,  or  on  shore,  of  those  threatening  to  desert,  or  guilty  of  other  in- 
fractions of  the  internal  order  and  discipline  of  the  ship. 

Any  arrangement  less  comprehensive  than  that  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
1864  would  involve  the  necessity  of  further  legislation. 

You  are  therefore  instructed  to  ask  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  to 
authorize  Sir  F.  W.  A.  Bruce  to  open  negotiations  for  a  consular  convention 
npon  the  general  basis  of  the  articles  presented  by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Lord  Clar- 
endon, on  the  1st  of  March,  1855,  with  such  modifications  as  may  be  required 
to  conform  them  to  the  act  of  June  11,  1864 

For  your  convenience,  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  these  articles,  transmitted 
by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  this  department  with  his  despatch  of  the  9th  of  March> 
1«55,  No.  62. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Buchanan  to  Mr,  Marqf. 
[Extract.] 

No.  62.]  Legation  of  the  XlNirED  8tatbs, 

London,  March  9,  1855. 

8iR: 

•  *.»  •  *  •  •  • 

I  alBo  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Clarendon,  on  the  1st  instant, 
proposing  a  coDsular  convention  between  the  two  govemments,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
three  articles  referred  to  therein. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  useless  to  trouble  you  with  a  statement  in  detail  of  what  passed 
at  the  different  conferences  between  his  lordship  and  myself  in  relation  to  this  convenlioiL 
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Suffice  it  to  say  that  an  obstroolion  bas  been  cast  in  the  way  of  this  measure,  so  necessaiy 
for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce,  hy  the  solicitor  general,  Sir  Richard  Bethell.  His  objec-  * 
tions,  which  have  been  read  to  me,  prove  conclusively  that  he  does  not  understand  the  sub- 
ject Thev  did  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory  to  Lord  Clarendon,  but  yet  he  observed  that, 
as  it  would  be  the  officiid  duty  of  the  solicitor  general  to  carry  the  bill  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  such  a  convention  through  the  House  of  Commons,  it  would  be  vain  to  condnoe  it 
against  his  opposition,  or  without  the  assurance  of  his  support.  I  told  him  that,  although  it 
was  not  for  me  to  judge,  I  should  yet  feel  no  apprehension  whatever  of  the  result  in  the 
House,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  solicitor  general.  As  I  should  not  have  under- 
taken this  busiuess  unless  I  had  been  previously  satisned  that  Lord  Clarendon  entirely  coin- 
cided with  myself,  I  deemed  it  proper,  especially  as  he  has  never  individually  manifested  any 
change  of  opinion,  to  bring  the  subject  in  a  formal  manner  to  his  notice. 

One  incident  I  ought  not  to  forget.  In  a  conference  some  time  since,  he  said  there  was  no 
necessity  for  a  convention,  so  far  as  deserters  from  our  merchajit  ships  were  concerned.  That 
all  the  United  States  had  to  do,  in  order  to  secure  their  apprehension  and  return,  toas  to  ac- 
cede to  the  terms  of  the  foreign  deserten  act  of  1852 ;  and  then  her  Majesty  would  issue 
an  order  in  council,  which  in  Uiis  respect  would  accomplish  all  we  desired.  I  asked  to  see  a 
copy  of  this  act,  and  found  upon  its  perusal  that  it  applied  to  **  seamen,  not  being  glaveSy  who 
desert  from  merchant  ships,"  dc^,  of  foreign  powers.  I  then  informed  his  lordship,  in  em- 
phatic terms,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  never  would  pass,  and  in  my  opinion 
never  ought  to  pass,  an  act  to  give  effect  to  this  act  of  Parliament    It  was  entirely  out  of  the 

Suestion  to  imagine  it  possible  that  my  government  would  consent  to  make  the  discrimina- 
on  which  this  act  proposes  between  slaves  and  freemen  deserting  from  our  vessels.  And 
that  although  I  behoved  but  few,  if  any,  slaves  were  employed  as  seamen,  we  could  never 
sanction  the  principle  which  would  restore  the  freeman,  and  grant  permission  to  the  slave  to 
escape.  I  have  since  heard  nothing  more  of  this  foreigpi  deserters  act.  It  was  passed  on 
the  l7th  of  June,  1852,  (15  Victoria,  cap.  26,)  and  is  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  her  Migesty 
to  carry  into  effect  arrangements  made  with  foreign  powers  for  the  apprehension  of  seamen 

who  desert  from  their  ships.*' 

»  #»  •  »  •  •  • 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Hon.  William  L.  Marct,  Secretary  of  8taU, 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Earl  Clarendon. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

March  1, 1^5. 


The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinaij  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  recall  the  i"        '        "        ^    .    -  ^ 


)  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  her  Majesty's  principal  f 
tary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  subject  of  concluding  a  consular  convention  between 
the  two  governments. 

The  correspondence  of  the  undersigned  with  American  consuls  in  different  portions  of  the 
British  empire,  convinced  him  at  an  early  period  of  his  mission  of  the  great  value  and  import* 
ance  of  such  a  convention  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  both  nations.  Having  brought  this 
subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  conversation,  he  was  encouraged  to  oelieve 
that  their  opinions  concerning  it  coincided.  In  consequence,  he  obtained  from  his  govern- 
ment instructions  and  a  full  power  to  conclude  such  a  convention ;  and  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember last  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Earl  of  Clatendon  a  printed  copy  of  the  ex- 
isting consular  convention  of  the  23d  oi  February,  1853,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  with  some  amendments,  as  the  basis  of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  was  snbsequentlv  informed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  that  serious  objec- 
tions existed  to  several  of  the  details  of  this  convention ;  whereupon,  in  order  to  obviate 
these  difficulties,  he  proposed  to  confine  the  negotiation  to  three  points,  which  he  deemed  the 
most  essential.  These  were :  1.  That  seamen  of  the  one  party  deserting  from  merchant 
vessels  or  shins  of  war,  while  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  should  be  restored.  2.  That 
individuals  who  had  been  guilty  of  murder,  mutiny,  or  other  high  crimes  on  board  the  mts- 
chant  vessels  of  one  party  ontlie  high  seas,  beyond  the  territoriiu  jurisdiction  of  either,  should 
not  be  permitted  to  escape  on  the  arrival  of  such  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party.  And 
3.  That  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  one  party,  upon  touching  or  arriving  at  the  ports  of  the 
other,  should  not  have  their  voyages  interrupted  or  destrovedby  vexatious  lawsuits,  arinng 
out  of  trifling  disputes  between  the  masters  and  crews  of  such  vessels,  and  relatmg  exclu- 
flively  to  them,  which  could  be  much  better  adjusted  upon  their  return  to  their  own  countiy. 

The  undersigned  having  since  learned  that  theBritisn  government  are  not  vet  entirely  sat- 
isfied to  accede  to  these  three  propositions,  has  deemed  it  proper  to  present  them  in  the  fonn 
of  three  distinct  articles,  whicn  he  has  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
He  will  make  a  very  few  obs^vations  on  each  of  them.    And— 

1.  In  regard  to  restoring  deserters.    The  wonder  is,  that  a  stipulation  for  this  puipoM 
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ahoald  haye  been  so  loii|^  delayed  between  two  nationa  whose  commercial  intercourse  is  so 
vast.  It  is  obyiouslj  the  dictate  of  mutual  justice,  as  well  as  policy,  that  seamen  of  the  one 
arrivinf^  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  should  not  be  permitted  to  aesert  their  vessels,  and  leave 
the  master  without  the  necessary  crew.  The  Umted  States  have  treaties  with  all  other  com* 
mercial  nations  providing  an  appropriate  remedy  for  this  evil.  From  the  information  wliioh 
the  undersigned  nas  received,  he  believes  that  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  deserters  from 
British  merchant  ves^fdls  have  been  generally  restorea  in  the  same  mamier  as  those  from  the 
vessels  of  other  nations.  The  same  inconyenience  and  loss  have  not  therefore  been  experi- 
enced by  British  as  by  American  vessels.  As  soon,  however,  as  it  shall  be  extensiyely  known 
that  an  unlimited  license  is  reciprocally  permitted  by  the  two  countries  to  desertion  of  the 
seamen  of  the  one  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  the  balance  of  injury  will  at  least  be  equalized. 
Surely  it  would  be  no  hardship  on  the  seamen  of  either  nation  to  compel  them  to  perform 
their  contract  according  to  its  terms.  Besides,  a  provision  to  this  effect  would  prevent  de- 
sertion and  render  the  application  of  the  remedy  in  most  cases  unnecessary. 

2.  K  it  would  be  wrong  to  permit  deserters  from  merchant  vessels  to  escape,  it  would  be 
much  more  so  to  suffer  those  who  have  committed  murder,  mutiny,  or  other  nigh  crimes  on 
shipboard,  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  parties,  to  go  at  large  perfectly 
free  from  all  danger  of  trial  and  punishment,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party. 
A  bare  statement  of  tins  proposition  would  seem  to  be  sufficient.  The  necessity  for  a  treaty 
stipulation  on  this  subject  cannot  be  more  forcibly  illustrated  than  by  the  case,  perfecUy 
within  the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  knowledge,  of  mutiny  which  occurred  on  board  the  American 
ship  Sovereign  of  the  Seas,  in  the  month  of  March  last,  on  her  voyage  from  Melbourne  to 
London.  On  that  occasion  ten  persons,  proved  to  have  been  guilty  of  mutiny,  were  dis- 
charged from  confinement  for  the  reason  that  no  law  exists  in  Q^at  Britain  authorizing  their 
detention.  And,  indeed,  Captain  Warner,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  deemed  himself  quite 
fortunate  in  having  escaped  a  suit  for  false  imprisonment,  with  which  he  had  been  threatened 
bv  the  mutineers.  Thus,  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  mutiny  may  be  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  on  board  any  American  vessel  bound  to  a  British  port,  with  perfect  impunety.  The 
lives  of  the  passengers  and  the  crew  may  thus  be  endangered  or  destroyed,  and  the  property 
or  freight,  whether  belonging  to  American  citizens  or  British  subjects,  be  indiscriminately 
plundered. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  history  of  the  United  States,  instructions  were  issued  to  American 
consuls  abroaa,  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  they  should  proceed  by  deposition  to  ascertain 
the  gfuilt  of  individuals  charged  with  having  committed  "piracy,  mutiny,  or  any  other 
offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States**  on  board  of  American  vessels  arriving  in  their 
respective  consular  districts ;  and  after  having  performed  this  duty,  they  were  then  directed 
''to  apply  to  the  local  authorities  for  means  of  securing  the  offenders  while  they  remain  in 
•rt,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  sending  them  without  delay  to  the  United  States  for  trial** 
le  undersigned  has  never  heard  that  such  an  appeal  to  the  local  authorities  of  any  other 
country  has  oeen  disreg^arded,  though  he  is  satisfiea  that  no  law  exists  in  this  country  which 
would  justify  such  British  authorities  in  interfering.  Hence  has  arisen,  even  with  a  view  to 
self-protection,  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  treaty  stipulation  to  prevent  the  greatest  criminals 
from  being  turned  loose  to  prey  upon  society. 

3.  The  third  article,  which  is  similar  to  that  now  in  force  between  the  United  States  and 
several  commercial  nations,  will  require  a  brief  explanation.  The  principle  on  which  it  rests 
is,  that  i\A  g^reat  interests  of  commerce  should  not  be  seriously  injured  by  trifling  differences 
and  disputes  which  may  have  arisen  during  the  previous  voyage  between  the  master  and  the 
crew  or  a  British  vessel  arriving  in  an  American  port,  and  so  vice  verta,  in  no  manner 
affecting  individuals  of  the  country  where  the  vessel  temporarily  remains.  This  article, 
therefore,  relates  exclusively  to  such  disputes,  and  prohibits  the  parties  from  commencing  law- 
suits against  each  other  before  a  foreign  tribunal,  concerning  wages,  contracts,  and  the  in- 
ternal police  of  the  vessel,  which  can  be  fkr  more  satisfactorily  decided  after  their  return 
home,  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  the  vessel  belongs. 

But  from  abundant  caution,  and  in  order  to  preyent  the  possibility  of  injustioe  in  cases  re- 
quiring a^  speedy  redress,  the  article  proposes  to  refer  such  disputes  for  immediate  but  tem- 
poraiy  adjustment  to  the  consul  of  the  proper  country,  acquainted  with  its  laws  and  usages, 
leaving  either  party  at  perfect  liberty,  on  tne  return  home  of  the  vessel,  to  pursue  his  remedy 
just  as  though  there  had  been  no  such  adjustment 

Great  inconvenience  and  loss  have  resulted  from  these  petty  lawsuits  in  British  ports  to 
American  vessels.  A  single  litigious  or  mischievous  person  on  board,  by  instituting^  a  suit 
against  the  master  of  a  British  or  American  vessel  in  a  port  of  the  other  party,  at  which  she 
happens  to  touch  or  arrive,  may  retard  or  break  up  the  voyage  altogether.  The  master  may 
not  06  able  to  find  the  necessary  security  at  a  place  where  he  is  entirely  unknown,  and  h£i 
imprisonment  is  the  consequence.  And  even  if  ne  can  obtidn  security,  it  is  in  most  instances 
out  of  the  question,  that  he  should  be  able  to  return  and  attend  the  trial.  Surely,  neither 
Great  Britain  nor  the  United  States  haye  any  reason  to  distrust  the  judiciary  of  the  other  in 
deciding  these  differences  among  their  own  people,  according  to  their  own  laws  ;  and  the 
masters,  officers,  and  crew  cannot  suffer  injustice  by  merely  postponing  their  lawsuit  until 
the  termination  of  the  voyage  and  return  home  of  the  vessel 
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The  goyermnent  of  ihe  nnderaifraed  is  eonyinced  that  the  embodiment  of  the  three  accom- 
panjinff  articles,  with  such  amenaments  as  maj  be  deemed  advisable  in  a  conyention,  would 
DO  mj^hlj  advantageous  to  the  commerce  of  both  countries,  and  could  do  no  possible  injury 
to  either.    Other  stipulations  might  be  beneficial,  but  these  are  the  most  important. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  the  assurance  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 


Abticle  L—Desfien. 

That  deserters  from  the  merchant  vessels  or  ships  of  war  of  either  of  the  hiffh  contracting 
parties,  whilst  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  shall  be  restored.  For  this  purpose,  the  proper  con- 
suls general,  consuls,  vice*consuls,  and  commercial  agents  of  the  one  part j  may  apply  in 
writing  to  any  court,  judge,  justice,  or  other  magistrate  of  the  other  par^,  having  comoetoit 
power  to  issue  warrants,  stating  that  the  person  or  persons  named  has,  or  have,  <^sertea  from 
a  merchant  vessel,  or  ship  of  war,  whilst  in  any  port  of  the  other  party,  and  on  proof  by  the 
exhibition  of  the  register  of  the  vessel,  ship*s  roll,  or  other  official  aocument,  that  such  person 
or  persons  belonged  at  the  time  of  desertion  to  the  crew  of  any  such  vessel  or  ship  of  war,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  court,  judge,  justice,  or  other  magistrate,  to  issue  nis  or  dieir 
warrants  to  cause  the  said  person  or  persons  to  be  arrested  for  examination,  and  if  on  exami- 
nation the  facts  stated  are  found  to  be  true,  then  the  person  or  persons  so  arrested  shall  be 
delivered  up  to  the  proper  consul  general,  consul,  vice-consul,  or  commercial  agent,  to  be  sent 
back  to  the  vessel  or  vessels  from  which  they  had  deserted,  or  on  the  request  and  at  the  ex- 

Sense  of  the  said  consuls  general,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  or  commercial  agents,  they  shall  be 
etained  in  confinement  until  an  opportunity  shall  be  found  to  send  them  back  to  the  coun- 
try to  which  the  vessel  from  which  they  had  deserted  belongs.  And  the  said  consuls  gen- 
eral, consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  commercial  agents  of  the  respective  parties  shall  receive  all 
necessary  aid  and  assistance  from  the  proper  local  authorities  of  the  other  party,  for  the  search, 
arrest,  detention,  and  sending  back  or  such  deserters :  Provided^  That  no  such  person  shall 
be  detained  in  confinement  more  than  three  months  after  his  arrest,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
period  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  not  again  be  molested  for  the  same  cause :  And  ptxh 
vided,  alsoy  That  if  any  such  deserter  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  offence,  his  surren- 
der may  be  delayed  until  the  proper  tribunal  before  which  the  case  shall  be  depending  or 
may  be  cognizable  shall  have  pronounced  its  sentence,  and  this  sentence  shall  nave  been 
carried  into  effect. 

Article  Jl^Crimimmls. 

When  the  crimes  of  mutiny  or  revolt,  or  the  attempt  to  commit  mutiny  or  revolt,  murder 
or  assault  with  intent  to  commit  -murder,  piracy,  robbery,  &,c.,  &c.,  have  been  committed  on 
board  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  on  the  high  seas,  and  beyond 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  either,  the  accused  persons  shall  not  be  suffered  to  escape  on 
their  arrival  in  such  vessels,  in  the  ports  of  the  other  part^,  but  shall  be  sent  to  the  country 
for  trial  against  whose  laws  they  have  offended.  For  this  purpose  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  consul  general,  consul,  vice-consul,  or  commercial  agent  at  the  port  where  such  mer- 
chant vessel  shall  have  arrived,  to  make  application  in  writing  to  any  court,  judge,  justice, 
or  ather  magistrate,  having  competent  power  to  issue  warrants,  for  a  warrant  to  cause  such 
accused  person  to  be  brought  before  him  for  examination,  as  well  as  process  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  consul  general,  consul,  vice-con- 
sul, or  commercial  agent,  to  cause  to  be  brought  before  the  said  court,  judge,  justice  or  other 
magistrate,  the  witnesses  to  prove  the  commission  of  such  crime,  whose  testimony  shall  be 
taken  by  deposition,  signed  by  the  said  witnesses ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  snch  court,  jud^ 
justice^  or  magistrate,  tnat  the  testimony  thus  given  is  sufficient  in  law  to  warrant  the  tnal 
of  the  accused  for  the  crime  with  which  he  is  charged,  then  it  shall  be  his  or  their  duty  to  re- 
mand him  to  the  custody  of  the  master  of  the  vessel  from  on  board  of  which  he  baa  been 
brought  for  examination,  to  be  sent  therein  for  trial  to  the  appropriate  jurisdiction,  or  upon 
the  request  and  at  the  proper  cost  and  charge  of  the  consul  general,  consul,  vice-consul,  or 
conmiercial  agent,  to  cause  him  to  be  imprisoned  and  confined  until  he  can  be  sent  for  triid 
to  the  appropriate  jurisdiction  in  some  other  merchant  vessel  belonging  to  the  same  party. 
And  the  said  consuls  general,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  commercial  agents  of  the  one  party 
shall  receive  all  necessary  aid  and  assistance  from  the  proper  local  authorities  of  the  other 
party  to  prevent  the  eBcaape  of  such  accused  persons,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  arrested  in 
case  the^  should  have  escaped,  and  for  securing  them  firom  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  port, 
until  their  departure :  Provided,  This  period  shall  in  no  case  exceed  three  months  :  Andpro' 
videdf  also.  That  all  expenses  incurred  under  this  article  shall  be  borne  by  the  proper  consul 
general,  consul,  vice-consul,  or  commerci^  agent 
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Article  III. — Consular  jurisdiction  in  cases  ezdusivelff  pertaining  to  the  masters  and  crews 
oj  vessels  belonging  to  the  country  of  the  consul. 

In  order  to  preyent  the  interruption  or  loss  of  the  voyages  of  merchant  vessels  bj  vexa- 
tious lawsuits  for  trifling  causes  in  a  foreign  country  between  the  masters,  officers,  and  crew, 
which  may  be  more  appropriately  referred  for  final  decision  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to 
which  such  vessels  belong,  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  consuls  general,  consuls,  vice*consuls, 
and  commercial  agents  of  the  one  party  shall  have  the  exclusive,  right  to  sit  as  judges  and 
arbitrators  in  reference  to  disputes  concerning  wag^,  the  execution  of  contracts,  and  the  in- 
ternal order  and  police  of  such  vessels,  whilst  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  between  the 
masters,  officers,  and  crew  of  such  vessels,  without  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities, 
tmless  the  conduct  of  the  master,  officers,  or  crew  should  disturb  the  order  or  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  or  the  said  consuls  general,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  or  commercial  agents  should 
require  their  assistance,  which  shall  not  then  be  refused  in  executing  or  supporting  their  own 
decisions.  But  this  species  of  judgment  or  decision  should  only  have  a  temporary  effect,  and 
shall  not  deprive  the  contending  parties  of  their  right  to  resort,  on  their  return,  to  the  judicial 
authority  ot  the  country  to  which  the  vessel  belongs. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1253.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  17,  1866. 

Sir:  After  an  absence  of  a  few^  days  in  the  country,  I  find  on  my  table,  as 
received  from  tbe  department,  despatches  numbered  from  1805  to  1819,  both 
inclusive. 

The  most  material  of  these  are  numbers  1805,  1809  and  1812,  of  the  18th, 
23d,  and  24th  of  July,  relating  to  the  cases  of  naturalized  American  citizens  de- 
tained in  prison  in  Ireland  on  account  of  supposed  privity  in  the  Fenian  schemes 
of  insurrection  in  that  country. 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  West  at  Dublin,  under  my  directions,  appear  to  have  been 
80  Buccessfrd  in  procuring  the  liberation  of  these  persons,  that  I  learn  from  him 
tbe  number  remaining  in  Mount  Joy  prison  is  reduced  to  one.  There  are  four 
others  of  whose  naturalization  the  requisite  evidence  is  still  wanting.  So  soon 
as  it  is  received,  applications  wiU  be  made  in  their  behalf. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Thomas  Uynes,  the  individual  referred  to  in  your  No. 
1805,  although  strongly  suspected  by  the  authorities  of  privity  to  a  scheme  of 
assassination,  was  finally  released  on  the  3d  instant,  in  consequence  of  the  efforts 
in  his  behalf  of  those  representatives  of  the  government  against  whom  he  is  iu 
bis  letters  constantly  inveighing.  If  his  character  is  to  be  judged  by  his  own 
expositions  of  it,  it  may  reasonably  ^dmit  of  doubt  whether  the  interposition 
will  prove  an  act  of  mercy  either  to  himself  or  to  others. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Thomas  O'Gonnell,  referred  to  in  your  despatch 
No.  1809  of  the  23d  of  July,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  he  was  liberated 
from  Mount  Joy  prison  so  long  ago  as  the  17th  of  last  March.  What  has  be- 
come of  him  since  then,  that  his  friends  should  no4  have  heard  frt>m  him,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing. 

In  regard  to  the  third  case,  referred  to  in  your  No.  1812,  of  the  24th  of  July — 
that  of  Patrick  Hasson,  arrested  in  Belfast  so  long  ago  as  in  February,  but 
which  I  had  never  heard  of — I  immediately  applied  to  Mr.  Young,  the  consul 
at*ihat  place,  to  know  if  he  had  any  information  respecting  him.  This  pro- 
duced a  reply  of  rather  an  extraordinary  nature  to  the  effect  that  he  had  known 
of  this  and  other  cases  of  detention,  but  that  he  had  done  nothing  in  conse- 
quence of  an  impression  that  the  government  at  home  had  abandoned  the  whole 
ground  of  claim  in  the  case  of  naturalized  citizens  returning  to  their  native 
country. 

To  this  letter  I  caused  an  immediate  reply  to  be  made,  reminding  him  of  the 
propriety  of  consulting  either  the  department  or  this  legation  before  taking 
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upon  bimself  die  responsibility  of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  tbe  govemiBent 
in  such  cases,  and  desiring  him  at  once  to  make  a  representation  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Haeson,  and  any  other  naturalized  person  whom  he  might  know  to  be  in 
confinement  within  his  district. 

To  that  letter  I  have  not  vet  received  anv  response. 

Mr.  Young  is,  I  believe,  about  to  vacate  his  place,  which  may  be  the  reason 
why  he  has  not  acted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaUf  WasMngtan,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

No.  1258.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  the  20th  instanti 
which  contains  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  the  disputed  claims  for  the 
ravage  of  the  vessels  fitted  out  here  during  the  war,  With  the  signature  of  the 
letter  O.  From  the  internal  evidence,  I  presume  this  to  be  written  bv  Mr. 
Ol3rphant,  a  member  of  Parliament,  who  was  in  America  last  year,  and  whom  I 
know  to  entertain  similar  opinions.  Though  not  representing  the  ministerial 
side,  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  there  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of 
these  views  which  may  in  time  encourage  the  government  to  take  hold  of  the 
question.  Should  the  pacification  on  the  continent  be  permanently  established, 
this  would  remove  a  serious  obstruction  to  it.  On  the  resumption  of  business,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  renew  the  subject  in  an  informal  way  so  as  to  enable  myself 
to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  chances  of  arriving  at  any  result  while  the  present 
ministry  continue  in  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington,  D,  C, 


[Prom  the  London  Times,  Angnst  20,  1866.] 
THE  NEUTRALITY  LAWS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  limes: 

Sir  :  The  recent  intelligence  from  the  United  States  gives  occasion  for  very  serious  reflec- 
tions. It  appears  that  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  has  nnanimoosly  passed  a  bill  repealing 
the  stringent  provisions  of  the  neotrality  laws,  and  modifying  the  penalties  for  their  violation. 

It  is  tme  thiat  the  bill  has  not  passed  the  Senate ;  but  the  report  of  the  committee  which 
prepared  the  bill,  and  the  readiness  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pass  it,  afford  a  veir 
significant  and  a  very  unsatisfactory  indication  of  the  feelings  with  which  this  coontry  » 
looked  upon  by  a  large  section  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  professed  object  of  the  bill  is  to  assimilate  the  municipal  law  of  the  United  States  te 
that  of  England  so  far  as  regards  the  precautions  taken  to  preserve  neutrality  and  the  penal- 
ties imposed  for  its  violation.  Of  course,  wo  have  no  right  to  complain  that  the  United  States 
should  seek  to  place  their  legislation  on  the  same  footing  as  our  own.  But  tbe  report  of  the 
conmiittee  shows  very  clearly  that  the  desire  for  a  change  in  the  law  had  its  origin  in  a  fbeling 
of  resentment  on  account  of  the  depredations  on  American  commerce  committed'  by  the 
Alabama  and  other  vessels  built  in  British  ports.  The  Americans  assert — ^whether  justly  or 
not  I  need  not  now  stop  to  arg^e — that  they  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  course  t^ken  by 
the  government  of  this  country  during  their  late  civil  war.  They  say  that  either  our  mom- 
dpal  law  was  not  adequate  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality,  or  that  it  was  not  enforced  with 
sufficient  stringency  ;  that  their  trade  suffered  in  consequence,  and  that  we  have  no  right  to 
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expect  that  they  should  take  upon. themselves  obligations  .which  we  refuse  to  recog^se* 
Now,  it  maj  be  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  American  law  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal 
are  inefficient,  or  that  they  are  superfluous,  and  impose  unnecessary  restrictions  upon  legiti- 
mate trade.  But,  as  regards  our  own  municipal  law,  we  have  high  authority  for  asserting 
that  it  is  not  adequate  for  the  maintenance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  Lord  Russell,  when  foreign 
secretary,  declared  that  it  was  **  scandalous**  that  vessels  like  the  Alabama  should  be  able  to 
issue  from  British  ports,  and  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  power ;  and  it  is  noto- 
rious that  the  government  oversteppea  the  law  in  ordering  the  detention  of  the  Birkenhead 
rams.  It  is  equally  notorious  that  we  should  have  been  mvolved  in  a  war  wiUi  the  United 
States  if  these  vessels  had  been  allowed  to  proceed  to  sea.  There  can  be  no  better  evidence 
that  our  neutrality  laws  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  and  require  revision.  And  if  it  is  our 
duty  so  to  amend  our  law  as  to  enable  the  government  to  compel  Brituh  subjects  to  abst^n 
from  interfering  in  the  quarrels  of  nations  which  mav  be  at  war  with  one  another,  though  on 
friendly  terms  with  ourselves,  I  think  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  our  interest,  if  possible,  to  induce 
other  countries,  and  especially  the  great  maritime  powers,  to  amend  their  neutrality  laws,  so 
as  to  make  them  as  stringent  as  our  own. 

But  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  show  how  hopeless  it  is  to 
expect  any  co-operation  wiUi  us  in  this  direction  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  so  long  as 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries  continue  on  their  present  footing.  A  formal  demand 
for  compensation  on  account  of  the  depredations  committed  on  American  commerce  by  the 
Alabama  and  other  vessels  built  in  British  ports  has  been  made  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States :  it  has  been  peremptorily  rejected  by  our  own  government.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  have  not  abandoned  the  claim,  but  reserve  the  right  to  press  it  whenever 
a  favorable  opportunity  may  arise.    It  seems  to  me  that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the 

Soestion  coula  not  possibly  nave  been  left  in  a  more  unsatisfactory  position.  I  confess  I  have 
Iways  thought  that  Lord  Kussell  committed  a  great  mistake  in  refusing  to  refer  the  claims 
of  the  Unit^  States  to  arbitration.  Our  object  should  have  been  not  onlj^  to  maintain 
friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  and  to  conciliate  the  people  of  that  country,  but  to 
set  aside  as  far  as  possible  any  precedent  in  favor  of  what  has  been  called  *'  free  trade  in  ships 
of  war"  which  might  have  bean  created  by  the  escape  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  of 
that  description.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  might  have  attained  both  these  objects  if 
we  had  agreed  to  arbitration.  We  might  have  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  United  States 
as  to  the  principles  which  shall  govern  the  conduct  of  neutrals  towards  belligerents,  and  the 
legislation  which  would  be  required  for  carrying  out  those  principles.  And,  so  far  at  least 
as  regards  maritime  law,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  once  this  country  and  the  United 
States  should  agree  to  act  in  concert  the  rest  of  the  world  must  follow  in  their  wake. 

I  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  retrieve  Lord  Russeirs  errors.  We  have  a  new  government ; 
we  have  a  foreign  secretary  who  is  not  committed  to  the  policy  of  his  predecessor.  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  on  their  part  have  shown  by  their  acts  that  they  are  animated 
by  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  tnis  country. 

I  trust  that  our  government  may  not  be  deterred  by  any  feeling  of  false  pride  from  using 
its  best  efforts  to  settle  our  outstanding  differences  with  the  Umted  States,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  them  as  to  the  future  rights  and  obligations  of  neutrals. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O. 

August  17. 


Mr,  AdatM  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1259.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmdony  August  23,  1666. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1820,  of  the  30th  of  July,  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  report  that  no  person  proved  to  be  a  native  or  a  natur- 
alized citizen  of  the  United  States  now  remains  in  prison  in  Dublin  under  the 
act  for  suspending  the  habecu  corpus.  Two  or  three  are  still  detained  from 
inability  to  pay  iheir  passage  money  to  get  away. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  reply  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Toun^  at  Belfast,  from 
which  I  infer  that  he  must  have  quitted  his  post  before  it  reached  there. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
.  Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  1260.]  Legation  op  thb  Dnitrd  States, 

London,  August  25,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  despatch  No.  1806,  of  the  18th  of  July,  I 
have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  copies  of  the  letters  that  have  passed  between 
myself  and  Lord  Stanley  in  relation  to  the  application  made  by  the  authorities 
in  Japan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAJMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  StanUif, 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

London,  August  20,  1866. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  your  lordship  that  from  information  received  bj 
my  government,  through  Mr.  Portman,  the  acting  charg^  d*affaires  of  the  United  States  in 
Japan,  it  appears  that  on  the  13th  of  April  the  authorities  of  that  country  addressed  an 
application  to  him,  soliciting  the  assent  of  the  President,  as  representing  one  of  the  four 
powers,  parties  to  the  convention  of  1864,  to  an  extension  of  the  time  designated  for  the 
payment  of  the  three  remaining  instalments  of  the  indemnity  therein  provided. 

To  that  application  an  answer  has  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  18th  of 
July,  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship  for  the  inform- 
ation  of  her  Majesty's  government.  I  am  instructed  further  to  add  that  my  government, 
desirous  in  its  action  of  co-operatinfi^  in  the  course  determined  on  by  the  other  parties  to  the 
treaty,  will  be  happy  to  learn  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government,  should  any  have 
been  arrived  at,  upon  the  question  thus  presented. 

I  V^^7  yo^  lordship  to  accept,  &,c.,  &c. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc. 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


▼01 


Lord  Stanley  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  August  23, 1866> 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  ^th  instant,  in 
which  you  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  the  United  States  charg^  d'af- 
faires in  Japan,  on  the  suhject  of  the  application  of  the  Tycoon's  government  for  oelay  in 
paying  the  remaining  instalments  of  the  Simonoseki  indemnity  money. 

It  appears,  from  that  despatch,  that  the  President  is  of  opimon  that  in  the  abeence  of  any 
sufficient  equivalent  for  such  an  extension,  and  also  in  the  absence  of  any  adequate  guar- 
antees for  a  more  just  and  faithful  execution  of  the  treaties,  that  extension  ought  not  to  be 
granted ;  but,  Mr.  Seward  states  that  the  United  States  charge  d'affaires  will  he  instructed 
to  concur  in  such  course  as  the  European  powers  shall  conclude  to  adopt,  and  yon  add  that 
'our  government  will  be  happy  to  learn  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government,  should  auj 

kve  been  arrived  at  upon  tnis  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  in  the  despatch  in  which  her  Majesty's 
minister  in  Japan,  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  application  for  delay,  which  he,  in  common  ynth 
his  colleagues,  had  received  from  the  Japanese  government,  her  Majesty's  minister  slated 
that  they  had  determined  that,  before  submitting  that  application  to  their  respective  govern- 
ments, the  representatives  of  the  treaty  powers  would  await  the  result  of  the  negotiations  in 
which  they  were  eng^aged  with  the  Japanese  government  relative  to  the  revision  of  the 
tariff,  and  other  measures  calculated  to  encourage  commerce  and  improve  the  relations  of  the 
treaty  powers  with  Japan.  Sir  Harry  Parkes  added  that  he  had  intimated  to  the  Gorogio 
that  his  recommendation  of  their  proposal  must  ^preatly  depend  upon  the  spirit  in  which  they 
should  meet  the  representatives  in  those  negotiations. 

In  a  further  despatch,  since  received  from  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  he  reports  that  the  negotia- 
tions in  question  were  approaching  a  conclusion,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  by  tha. 
next  mail  that  the  convention  was  signed,  or,  at  all  events,  that  the  new  tariff  had  beea 
agreed  upon. 
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.  Under  these  eircnmstaiices  it  has  sppeaced  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  it  would  be 
better  to  defer  taking  any  action  upon  the  application  of  the  Japanese  government  until  it 
should  be  presented  to  the  treatv  powers  by  their  respective  representatives,  with  such  re- 
commendatious  as  they  should  decide  to  accompany  it  with,  ana  it  only,  therefore,  remains 
for  me,  pending  the  arrival  of  those  recommt^nclations,  to  request  you  will  convey  to  youf 
government  the  acknowledgment  of  her  Miy'esty's  government,  for  the  desire  expressed  by 
uie  cabinet  at  Washington  to  act  in  concert  with  Great  Britain  and  the  other  treaty  powers, 
in  this  and  other  matters  affecting  their  relations  with  the  Tycoon's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

STANLEY. 

Charl£S  Francis  Adams,  ^c,  Sfc,  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1835.]  Department  of  State, 

Wai^hington,  August  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  will  lierewitb  receive  a  summary  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  Great  Britain  for  damages  which  were  suffered  by  them  during 
the  period  of  our  late  civil  war,  and  some  months  thereafter,  by  means  of  depre- 
dations upon  our  commercial  marine,  committed  on  the  high  seas  by  the  Sumter, 
the  Alabama,  the  Florida,  the  Shenandoah,  and  other  ships  of  war,  which  were 
built,  manned,  armed,  equipped,  and  fitted  out  in  British  ports,  and  despatched 
therefrom  by  or  through  the  agency  of  British  subjects,  and  which  were  harbored, 
sheltered,  provided,  and  furnished  as  occasion  required,  during  their  devastating 
career, ^iu  ports  of  the  realm,  or  in  ports  of  British  colonies  in  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  globe. 

The  table  is  not  supposed  to  be  complete,  but  it  presents  such  a  recapitulation 
of  the  claims  as  the  evidence  thus  far  received  in  this  department  enables  me  to 
furnish.  Deficiencies  will  be  supplied  hereafter.  Most  of  the  claims  have  been 
from  time  to  time  brought  by  yourself,  as  the  President  directed,  to  the  notice  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  and  made  the  subject  of  earnest  and  contiued  appeal. 
That  appeal  was  Intermitted  only  when  her  Majesty's  government,  after  elaborate 
discusi»ions,  refused  either  to  allow  the  claims,  or  to  refer  them  to  a  joint 
claims  commission,  or  to  submit  the  question  of  liability  therein  to  any  form  of 
arbitration.  The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  have  all  the  time  insisted 
upon  the  claims  as  just  and  valid.  This  attitude  has  been,  and  doubtless  con- 
tinues to  be,  well  understood  by  her  Majesty's  government.  The  considera- 
tions which  inclined  this  govurnment  to.  suspend  for  a  time  the  pressure  of  the 
claims  upon  the  attention  of  Great  Britain  were  these  : 

The  political  excitements  in  Great  Britain,  which  arose  during  the  progress  of 
the  war,  and  which  did  not  immediately  subside  at  its  conclusion,  seemed  to 
render  that  period  somewhat  unfavorable  to  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  very 
grave  questions  which  the  claims  involve. 

The  aitention  of  this  government  was,  during  the  same  period,  largely  en- 
grossed by  questions  at  home  or  abroad  of  peculiar  interest  and  urgency.  The 
British  gu vernment  has  seemed  to  us  to  have  been  similarly  engaged.  These 
circumstances  have  now  passed  away*  and  a  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  believed 
that  the  subject  may  receive  just  attention  in  both  countries. 

The  principles  upon  which  the  claims  are  asserted  by  the  United  States  have 
been  ex[>iained  by  yourself  in  an  elaborate  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell 
and  Lord  Clarendon.  In  this  respect,  there  seems  to  be  no  deficiency  to  be  sup- 
plied by  this  department.  Thus,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  her  Majesty's 
government  to  revert  to  the  subject  in  a  friendly  spirit,  the  materials  for  any 
new  discussion  on  your  part  will  be  found  in  the  records  of  your  legation, 
properly  and  duly  prepared  lor  use  by  your  own  hand.     It  is  the  President's 
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desire  tbat  jon  now  call  the  attention  of  Lord  Stanley  to  the  daims  in  a 
respectful  but  earnest  manner,  and  inform  him  that,  in  the  President's  judgment, 
a  settlement  of  them  has  become  urgently  necessary  to  a  re-establishment  of 
entirely  friendly  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This  government,  while  it  thus  insists  upon  these  particular  claims,  is  neither 
desirous  nor  willing  to  assume  an  attitude  unkind  or  unconciliatory  towards 
Great  Britain.  If  on  her  part  there  are  claims,  either  of  a  commercial  character, 
or  of  boundary,  or  of  commercial  or  judicial  regulation,  which  her  Majesty's 
government  esteem  important  to  bring  under  examination  at  the  present  time, 
the  United  States  would,  in  such  case,  be  not  unwiUing  to  take  them  into  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  tlie  claims  which  are  now  presented  on  their  part, 
and  with  a  view  to  remove  at  one  time,  and  by  one  comprehensive  settlement, 
all  existing  causes  of  misunderstanding. 

In  askine  an  eaily  attention  to  the  subject,  it  is  supposed  that  you  may,  with 
propriety,  dwell  upon  some  of  its  important  features,  which,  although  they  have 
heretofore  been  indicated  by  you,  may  nevertheless  not  hitherto  have  sufficiently 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  British  government. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1861,  the  people  of  the  United  States  bad-,  by 
means  of  commercial  enterprise  at  home  and  abroad,  built  up  and  realized  the 
enjoyment  of  a  foreign  trade  second  only  among  the  nations,  and  but  little 
inferior  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  They  had  habitually  refrained  from  wars,  and 
especially  from  intervention  in  the  political  affairs  of  other  nations.  Mutual 
recollections  of  ancient  conflicts  which  for  three-fourths  of  a  centuiy  had  held 
the  two  countries  in  a  state  of  partial  alienation  and  irritation  had  subsided,  and 
what  was  supposed  to  be  a  lasting  friendship  had  been  established  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  at  this  moment  a  domestic  disturbance  rose 
in  our  country,  which,  although  it  had  severe  peculiarities,  yet  was  in  fact  only 
such  a  seditious  insurrection  as  is  incidental  to  national  progress  in  every  State. 

In  its  incipient  stage,  it  was  foreseen  here  that  the  insurgents  would,  as  in 
all  cases  insurgents  must,  appeal  to  foreign  States  for  intervention.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  their  appeal,  if  successixd  anywhere,  would  be  successful  in  Great 
Britain,  popularly  regarded  in  both  countries  in  one  sense  as  a  kindred  nation, 
in  another  sense  as  a  rival,  and  in  a  third,  by  reason  of  the  great  expansion  of 
manufacture,  a  dependent  upon  the  cotton-planting  interest  of  the  southern 
States,  which  were  to  become  the  theatre  of  the  insurrection.  It  was  foreseen 
that  British  intervention  even,  though  stopping  many  degrees  short  of  actual 
alliance,  or  even  of  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  political  power,  most 
nevertheless  inevitably  protract  the  apprehended  civil  war,  and  aggravate  its 
evils  and  sufferings  on  the  land,  while  it  must  materially  injure,  if  not  altogether 
destroy,  our  national  commerce. 

When  the  insurrection  began,  the  United  States  believed  themselves  to  hold 
a  position  and  prestige  eqtial  in  consideration  and  influence  to  that  of  any  other 
nation ;  and  it  was  foreseen  that  foreign  intervention  in  behalf  of  the  insur- 
gents, even  to  the  extent  only  of  recognizing  them  as  a  belligerent,  must  directly, 
and  more  or  less  completely,  derogate  from  the  just  and  habitual  influence  of 
the  republic.  It  was  foreseen  that,  should  the  insurgents  receive  countenance, 
aid.  and  support,  in  any  degree,  from  Great  Britain,  the  insurrection  might  be 
ripened  under  such  influences  into  a  social  war,  which  would  involve  the  life  of 
the  nation  itself.  The  United  States  did  not  fail  to  give  warning  to  her  Majestj^s 
government  that  the  American  people  could  not  be  expected  to  submit  without 
resistance  to  the  endurance  of  any  of  these  great  evils,  through  the  means  of 
any  failure  of  Great  Britain  to  preserve  the  established  relations  of  peace,  amity, 
and  good  neighborhood  with  the  United  States. 

The  earnest  remonstrances  thus  made  seem  to  the  United  States  to  have  fiuled 
to  receive  just  and  adequate  consideration.  While  as  yet  the  civil  war  was 
undeveloped,  and  the  insurgents  were  without  any  organized  military  force  or  a 
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tr^asnrj,  and  long  before  thej  pretended  to  hare  a  flag,  or  to  pat  either  an 
armed  ship  or  even  a  merchant  yeesel  upon  the  sea,  her  Majesty's  government,  « 
acting  precipitatelj,  as  we  have  always  complained,  proclaimed  the  insurgents  a 
belligerent  power,  and  conceded  to  them  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  that 
character,  and  thus  raised  them  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  an  unlawful 
armed  insurrection  to  an  equality  with  the  United  States.  This  government 
baa  not  denied  that  it  was  within  the  soverei|^  authority  of  Great  Britain  to 
assume  this  attitude ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  insisted  in  the  beginning,  and 
has  continually  insisted,  that  the  assumption  of  that  attitude,  unneceasarily  and 
prematurely,  would  be  an  injurious  proceeding  for  which  Great  Britain  would 
immediately  come  under  a  full  responsibility  to  justify  it,  or  to  render  redress 
and  indemnity.  The  United  States  remain  of  the  opinion  that  the  proclamation 
referred  to  has  not  been  justified  on  any  ground  of  either  necessity  or  moral 
right,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  an  act  of  wrongful  intervention,  a  departure 
from  the  obligations  of  existing  treaties,  and  without  sanction  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

Upon  a  candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  rebellion,  it  is  believed  that  Great 
Britain  will  not  deny  that  a  very  large  number  of  the  Queen's  subjects  combined 
themselves  and  operated  as  active  allies  with  the  insurgents,  aided  them 
with  supplies,  arms,  munitions,  men,  and  many  ships  of  war.  The  chief  reply 
which  her  Majesty's  government  has  made  to  this  complaint,  has  been  that  they 
apprehended  inconveniences,  from  being  involved  in  the  contest,  unless  they 
should  declare  themselves  neutrals ;  and,  further,  that  they  did,  in  fact,  put  forth 
all  the  efforts  to  prevent  such  aggressions  by  British  subjects  which  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain  permitted.  ^ 

Without  descending  on  this  occasion  so  far  as  to  insist,  as  we  always  have 
insisted,  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  energy  in  the  respect  adverted  to,  you 
may  remind  Lord  Stanley  that,  in  the  view  which  we  have  taken  of  the  subject, 
the  misconduct  of  the  aggressors  was  a  direct  and  legitimate  fruit  of  the  prema 
tnre  and  injurious  proclamation  of  belligerency,  against  which  we  had  protested* 
and  that  the  failure  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  prevent  or  counteract  the 
aggressions  of  British  subjects  was  equally  traceable  to  the  same  unfortunate 
cause. 

When  the  municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain  proved  in  practical  application  to 
be  inadequate  to  the  emergency,  the  British  nation  omitted,  for  various  reasons 
which  seemed  to  us  insufficient,  to  revise  these  laws,  and  the  United  ^States  were 
left  to  maintain  a  conflict  with  a  domestic  enemy  which  British  sympathy,  aid, 
and  assistance  had  rendered  formidable,  and  in  which  British  subjects  continued 
throughout  to  be  active  allies,  without  any  effective  interposition  by  her  Majesty's 
government 

The  claims  upon  which  we  insist  are  of  large  amount.  They  affect  the  interest 
of  many  thousand  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  various  parts  of  the  republic. 
The  justice  of  the  claims  is  sustained  by  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Her  Majesty's  government,  we  think,  cannot  reasonably 
expect  that  the  government  of  the  Unit^  States  can  consent,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  forego  their  prosecution  to  some  reasonable  and  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. This  aspect  of  the  case  is,  however,  less  serious  than  that  which  I  have 
next  to  present.  A  disregard  of  the  obligations  of  treaties,  and  of  international 
law,  manifested  by  one  state,  so  injurious  to  another  as  to  awaken  a  general 
spirit  of  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  among  its  people,  is  sure,  sooner  or  later> 
to  oblige  that  people,  in  a  spirit  of  self  defence,  if  not  of  retaliation,  in  the  absence 
of  any  other  remedy,  to  conform  their  own  principles  and  policy,  in  conducting 
their  intercourse  with  the  offending  state,  to  that  of  the  party  from  whom  the 
injury  proceeds. 

SnbsequenUy  to  the  time  when  her  Majesty's  government  disallowed  the 
claims  in  question,  and  determined  to  exclude  them  from  consideration,  a  part  of 
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tbe  British  realm,  and  certain  of  the  British  North  Americaii  provinces,  became 
the  scenes  of  sedition,  threatening  insurrection  and  revolution  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain.  Native- bom  British  subjects  residing  here,  some  of 
whom  have  been  naturalized,  and  more  of  whom  have  not  been  naturalized  in 
the  United  States,  sympathizing  in  those  revolutionary  movements,  attempted  to 
organize  on  our  soil,  and  within  our  jurisdiction,  auziliaiy  land  and  naval  forces 
for  invasions  of  Ireland  and  Canada.  The  government  of  the  United  States, 
without  waiting  for  remonstrances,  appeals,  or  protests  from  her  Majesty's 
government,  effectively  put  their  municipal  laws  into  execution  and  prevented 
the  threatened  invasions. 

Thus  we  have  seen  ruinous  British  warlike  expeditions  against  the  United 
States  practically  allowed  and  tolerated  by  her  Majesty's  government,  notwith- 
standing remonstrance ;  and  we  have  seen  similar  unlawful  attempts  in  this 
country  against  Great  Britain  disallowed  and  defeated  by  the  direct  and  un- 
prompted action  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  we  think,  cannot  reasonably  object  to  acknowledge 
our  claims,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  assure  the  American  people  that 
their  friendly  policy  of  non-intervention  in  the  domestic  controversies  of  Gfeat 
Britain  will  be  made  reciprocal  and  equal. 

I  observe,  finally,  that  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  two  of  the 
leading  national  powers  in  this  age.  The  events  of  the  last  five  years  have 
conclusively  proved  that  harmony  between  them  is  indispensable  to  the  welfare 
of  each.  That  harmony  has  been,  as  we  think,  unnebessarilv  broken,  through 
the  fault  of  Great  Britain ;  nor  does  there  exist  the  least  probability  that  it  can 
ever  be  completely  renewed  and  restored  unless  the  serious  complaint  which 
you  are  now  again  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  British  government  shall  be 
amicably  and  satisfactorily  adjusted.  Such  an  adjustment  would  be  acceptable* 
we  think;  to  the  friends  of  peace,  progress,  and  humanity  throughout  the  world  ; 
while  the  benignant  principles  upon  which  it  shall  be  based,  being  conformable 
to  the  law  of  nations,  will  constitute  a  guide  for  the  conduct  *of  commercial 
States,  in  their  mutual  intercourse,  which  will  everywhere  be  conducive  to 
international  peace,  harmony,  and  concord. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Enclosure  to  instruction  to  Mr.  Adams,  No,  1835. 

Tbe  followiDg  is  an  abstract  of  the  claims  filed  in  the  Department  of  State  by  American 
citizens,  native  and  naturalised,  for  damas^  sustained  by  them  as  tbe  owners,  mariners, 
freighters,  or  msorers  of  duly  documented  American  ships,  captured  and  destroyed,  or 
appropriated  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  tbe  steamer  Alabama;  and  as  owners,  insarers,  or 
otherwise  interested  in  tbe  cargoes  of  such  ships,  or  in  charter  parties,  for  the  serrices  of 
such  ships. 

The  several  insurance  companies  named  as  claimants  are  corporations  organized  and  doing 
business  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States  in  which  they  are  respective^  located. 

The  ship  Lafayette,  (No.  1,)  of  945^1  tons  burden,  registered  at  Portland,  Maine — whereof 
Clement  U.  Soule,  Enos  Soule,  Francis  B.  Sonle,  deceased,  and  Alfred  T.  Small,  of  Free- 
port,  Maine,  and  Hinchnmn  S.  Soule,  deceased,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  were  the  sole 
owners,  and  the  said  Alfred  T.  Small  was  master— sailed  from  New  York,  October  20,  1862, 
with  a  cargo  of  com,  wheat,  and  lard,  bound  for  Belfast,  Ireland ;  was  captured  on  the  25th 
October,  1862,  and  burned  with  her  cargo  and  stores — the  Alabama  wearing  British  colors 
at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  ship  and  freight $98, 978  63 

Captain  Small,  for  charts,  nautical  instruments,  books,  clothing,  &c 513  95 

B.  £.  Clark,  W.  B.  Astor.  and  J.  B.  Hart,  constituting  the  firm  of  B.  £.  Clark 

&.Co.,  of  New  York  city,  for  1,498  grain  bags,  claim «^..  4^496  70 
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.  The  bark  Elisba  Dnnbar,  registered  at  New  Bedford,  MaMacbosetts— wbereof  Wmiam 
WatkiDS,  Edward  C.  Jones,  Caleb  Anthony,  Qeoree  A.  Dunbar,  Ann  H.  Dunbar,  and  Qeor^ 
A.  Watkins,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Bei^amin  Elli^,  of  Fairhaven,  Massachusetts,  were 
owners — sailed  from  New  Bedford,  August  25,  1862,  with  outfit  for  a  whalin^^  royti^  of 
forty  months  in  the  Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans.  After  taking  sixtj-fiye  barrels  of  sperma- 
eeti  oil,  she  was  captured  and  burned,  September  18,  J 862,  at  or  near  latitude  39^  50'  N., 
longitude  35^  20"  W. 
The  owners  claim  for  the  yahie  of  the  bark,  outfit,  and  cargo,  and  for  the  loss 

of  prospective  catchings $128,295  00 

They  admit  that  they  have  received  upon  policies  of  insurance  of  their  re- 
spective interests 21,375  00 

(Which  may  be  claimed  by  the  insurers,)  but  they  insist  that  their  claim  is  not  impaired 
or  diminished  by  their  assignments  to  the  underwriters. 

The  bark  Parker  Cook,  of  Boston,  136  tons  burden — whereof  Edward  Habich  was  sole 
owner  and  Thomas  M.Fulton  was  master— sailed  from  Boston  November  13,  1862,  laden 
with  a  general  cargo,  belonging  to  the  said  Habich,  and  bound  for  Aux  Cayes.  Captured 
and  burned  November  17,  18(»S,  off  the  east  end  of  St  Domingo,  bearing  S.  S.  E.,  about 
twenty  miles  distant. 
Damages  claimed  by  the  Manufacturers*  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  as 

•  assignees  of  Habich  and  Fulton,  for  value  of  vessel $9,493  35 

For  value  of  cargo  at  Aux  Cayes 14,280  94 

For  freight  list  of  the  bark 1,625  29 

Expenses  of  master  and  crew  for  subsistence  and  passage  home 18000 

Charts,  books,  &c,  lost  by  master 485  00 

The  claims  of  the  owner  and  master  were  assigned  to  said  Insurance  company  on  the  26th 
January,  1862,  in  consideration  of  $17,100. 

The  ship  Virginia,  of  346 J  i  tons  burden,  resistered  at  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts— of 
which  William  Hathaway,  jr.,  Joseph  Wing,  William  R.  Wing,  and  Mary  C.  Lace,  the 
executors  of  Matthew  Lace,  deceasea,  viz:  William  Hathaway,  jr.,  Edward  W.  Howland, 
and  William  Penn  Howland,  all  of  New  Bedford ;  Richard  C.  Nichols,  of  Boston ;  Richard 
G.  Luce,  of  Tilbury ;  Lorenzo  Smith  and  Benjamia  C.  Cromwell,  also  of  Tilbury ;  S.  W. 
Carey,  administrator  of  Le  Roy  M.  Yule,  late  of  New  York;  Henry  Barling  and  Abram  H. 
Davis,  of  New  York ;  and  Edward  D.  Mandell,  of  New  Bedford,  executors  of  Edward  Mott 
Robinson,  late  ot  New  York,  were  owners — sailed  from  New  Bedford,  August  26,  1862,  on 
a  whaling  voyage,  and  was  captured  near  latitude  2Q^  N.,  longitude  34^  W. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  the  bark  and  outfits,  and  of  the  fair  and  reasonable  cargo 
which  might  have  been  taken,  $153,!^,  subject  to  deduction  for  amount  received  upon 
policies  of  insurance,  $13,550,  for  which  the  insurers  are  entitled  to  claim. 

The  bark  Lauretta,  284  tons  burden,  of  Boston— whereof  Samuel  C.  Bailey  and  Marshall 
M.  Wells,  of  Bristol,  Maine;  Samuel  Lane,  Joseph  Teague,  and  Harriet  B.  Little,  adminis- 
tratrix of  Robert  M.  Little,  deceased,  and  Joel  Huston,  all  of  Daouiriscotta.  Maine ;  and 
William  Ropes,  of  Boston,  were  owners,  and  M.  M.  Wells  was  master — sailed  from  New 
York,  October  25,  1862,  with  a  cargo  of  flour  and  staves  for  Madeira  and  Messina;  was 
captured  and  burned  with  cargo,  October  28,  1862. 
The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  bark $15,000  00 

The  ship  Golden  Eagle,  of  New  Bedford,  1, 120  tons  burden—whereof  Edward  M.  Robin- 
son, H.  L.  Howard,  executrix  of  B,  L.  Howard,  deceased,  and  John  A.  McGaw,  were  owners, 
and  Edward  A.  Swift  was  master — sailed  from  Howlau'l's  island,  Novembt*r  23,  1862,  with 
a  cargo  of  guano,  bound  to  Cork  for  orders;  was  captured  and  burned,  February  21,  1863, 
near  &titude  29^  17'  N.,  longitude  45°  15'  W. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  vessel  the  sum  of :.    $36, 000  00 

For  freight 26,000  00 

Making  a  total  of 62,000  00 

The  master  for  loss  of  personal  efiectsthesum  of 1,165  00 

The  Nora,  of  BostMi— whereof  George  B.  Upton  and  George  B.  Upton,  jr.,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  were  owners,  and  Charles  E.  Aaams  was  master — sailed  from  Liverpool  for 
Calcutta,  February  18,  1863,  under  charter  to  W.  E.  De  Matbos,  the  owner  having  no  other 
interest  in  the  cargo  than  then:  lien  for  freight — was  captured  March  27,  1863,  in  latitude 
1=>  23'  N.,  longitude  26°  30'  W.,  and  burned. 

ITie  owners  claim  for  value  of  ship  and  fireight $80, 000  00 

The  master  for  one  year's  salary y*-^        1,800  00 

For  clothing,  books,  charts,  &c Bhg^i€€^^i«iOO^700  90 
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The  bark  Union  Jack,  of  482f  J  tons  burden— whereof  Charles  P.  Weaver/  of  Braintree, 
Massachusetts;  Benjamin  F.  Delano,  Frederick  Chandler,  Charles  A.  Cousins,  Elisha  H. 
Ryder,  Maurice  M.  Pigott,  Albert  B.  L#ow,  William  H.  Haskins,  Henry  Pigeon,  Otis  C. 
Howe,  John  Howe,  jr.,  Samuel  Averill,  and  Edward  Johnson,  of  Boston,  Massaohnsetts ; 
Norton  Pratt,  of  South  Braintree,  Massachusetts ;  Luther  Robie,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.;  Louisa 
Wilde,  of  Boston,  and  John  Atkinson  were  owners,  and  the  said  Charles  P.  Weaver,  was 
master— sailed  from  New  York,  March  28,  1863,  with  a  general  cargo,  bound  for  Shanghai, 
China;  on  the  3d  of  May,  1863,  in  latitude  9^  40^  longitude  32^  3(r  W.,  was  captuied  and 
burned,  with  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  ship  the  sum  of |35,000  00 

For  balance  due  on  charter  party,  (with  premium  on  exchange  at  Shanghai, 

where  pa^yable) ^. 6,000  00 

The  master,  for  instruments  and  personal  effects,  stores  for  crew,  expenses  of 
passage  and  return  to  the  United  States,  (with  premium  on  excnange  at 
Shanghai) 2,720  00 

Charles  D.  Lewis,  of  New  York  city,  for  merchandise  destroyed  in  said  ship, 

(with  profits  equal  to  exchange  on  Shanghai) 857  70 

FrauKlin  Knight,  of  New  York,  a  passenger,  for  loss  of  library,  clothing,  ex- 
penses, and  damages 10,015  00 

Byron  Binninger,  of  New  York,  also  a  passenger,  with  his  wife,  for  passage 

money,  goods,  expenses,  and  time 1,782*83 

Charles  H.  Piatt,  of  New  York,  for  merchandise  lost 739  48 

George  A.  Potter,  of  New  York,  for  merchandise,  after  deduction  of  amount 
received  from  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  the  sum 
of 7,684  33 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and  assignees 

of  H.  F.  Vail,  for  merchandise  lost  in  said  ship 1,400  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and  assignee 

of  J.  Cutter  Faller,  of  New  York,  on  merchandise  lost  with  said  ship 1,822  00 

The  ship  Alert,  of  398^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  London,  Connecticut — whereof 
Samuel  Church  was  master  and  part  owner,  and  Moses  H.  Qrinnell,  and  Robert  P.  Minturn, 
of  the  city  of  New  York ;  Richard  H.  Clhappell,  Henry  P.  Havens.  Francis  AUyne,  Robert 
Coit,  Robert  H.  Glass,  Thomas  P.  Williams,  and  Juhn  Clark,  of  New  London ;  Mrs.  Harriet 
P.  Williams,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut;  Edward  Church,  James  S.  Rogers,  of  Montevideo, 
all  native  citizens,  were  the  remaining  owners — sailed  from  New  London  August  20,  1862, 
on  a  sea-elephant  and  whaling  vovage  to  the  waters  about  the  Azore  islanJs;  on  the  9th 
September,  1862,  was  captured  off  the  island  of  Flores,  and  burned  with  her  entire  equip- 
ment and  stores. 

Moses  H.  Grinnell  and  Robert  Minturn,  owners  of  one-eighth  of  the  ship,  and 

who  were  not  insured,  claim  for  loss  of  their  share  of  the  vessel  and  outfit.      $6, 500  00 

The  remaining  owners  of  seven-eighths  of  the  vessel  claim  for  their  interest  in 

the  vessel  outfit,  and  oil  onboard 8,068  90 

Having  deducted  $13,300  received  on  insurance,  which  is  claimed  by  the  under- 
writers, they  also  claim  for  their  damages,  by  occasion  of  the  breaking  of 
the  voyage 30,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  underwriters,  on 

ship  and  outfit,  and  assignees  of  owners  insured,  claims 13, 300  00 

The  bark  Conrad,  of  347}!  tons  burden,  registered  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania — ^whereof 
John  W.  Field,  of  that  city,  was  sole  owner — sailed  from  Buenos  Ayres,  June  7,  1863,  laden 
with  a  cargo  of  wool,  bound  for  New  York,  was  captured  June  19,  1863,  near  latitude  25^ 
44'  south,  longitude  39^  51'  west,  was  armed  by  the  captors  and  used  as  a  consort  or  tender 
to  the  Alabama. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  underwriters 

upon  the  vessel,  and  as  assignees  ot  the  owner flO,  000  00 

Also,  as  insurers  of  R.  W.  Ropes  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  upon  part  of  the  cargo  6,570  00 
The  said  R.  W.  Ropes  &  Co.,  for  loss  over  and  above  sum  received  of  insurers  16, 797  36 
The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon  part  of 

cargo,  and  assignee  of  William  C.  Kirkland  &,  Van  Sacks,  of  New  Yx>rk  city      37, 205  00 
The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  reinsurers  of  the  Sun 

Mutual  Insurance  Company  upon  part  of  the  risk  above  stated,  the  sum  of      17, 205  00 

The  ship  Thomas  B.  Wales,  of  599f  J  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  York— of  which 
Thomas  B.  Wales,  George  W.  Wales,  and  Nathaniel  W.  Emmons,  all  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, were  the  sole  owners— sailed  from  Calcutta,  laden  with  passengers  and  a  cargo  of 
general  merchandise,  on  the  9th  of  June,  lti62,  bound  for  Boston,  was  captured  and  burned 
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NoTember  8,  1862,  in  latitude  29^  north,  longitude  58^  west,  (or  thereabonts,)  with  cargo 

and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  for  loss  of  ship,  cargo,  and  freight,  over  and  above  the  snms 

received  bv  tbem  from  the  several  underwriters  on  policies  of  insurance  ..  $39, 81 1  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  underwriters  upon  ship  and  carg^  130, 6*^  00 

TheSunMutual  Insurance  Company 5,000  00 

The  China  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Boston 9,200  00 

The  Alliance  Mutual  Insurance  Companv  of  Massachusetts 5, 000  00 

J.  S.  Farlow  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  for  merchandise  burned  with  the  ship 911  40 

George  H.  Fairchild,  a  passenger,  with  his  wife,  and  daughters,  and  servants, 

and  for  personal  effects,  stores,  and  expenses 4, 400  00 

Joshua  B.  Atkins,  of  Provincetown,  Massachusetts,  first  mate,  for  charts  and 

instruments,  merchandise  on  private  venture,  wages,  &c.,  the  sum  of 1,450  00 

The  bark  Sea  Bride,  of  447  tons  burden,  registered  at  Boston  and  Charlestown — ^whereof 
Caleb  Eaton,  Abriel  Eaton,  Elbridge  G.  Choate,  and  Charles  F.  White,  of  Boston:  Rosina 
Clark,  administratrix  of  James  Clark,  deceased,  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts ;  David  E. 
Mayo,  of  Chelsea,  Massachusetts ;  William  Currier,  Jonathan  Kenciston,  and  James  B. 
Kenniston,  of  Newburyport;  Zenos  D.  Bassett,  Elisha  Bacon,  William  S.  Russell,  of  New 
York ;  and  Elisha  Rider,  of  Boston,  were  solepwners ;  and  said  Charles  F.  White  master — 
sailed  from  New  York  May  28,  1863,  with  a  general  cargo,  bound  for  Table  Bay,  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  was  captured  August  5^  1663,  within  Table  Bay,  and  the  owners  daim  in  British 
waters,  and  became  a  total  loss. 

The  owners  claim  for  vessel,  equipment,  and  stores $30,000  00 

Amount  due  them  under  charter  party  to  Rufus  Greene  &  Co.,  of  Providence, 

Rhode  Island >>. 10,500  00 

Charles  F.  White,  the  master,  for  personal  effects,  advanced  wages,  and  ex- 
penses         3,393  00 

Rums  Green,  William  J.  Arnold,  and  Benjamin  R.  Arnold,  for  invoice  value 
of  cargo,  $36,945  12,  and  for  damages  upon  non-arrival  at  port  of  destina- 
tion, $8,500- a  total  of 45,445  12 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  underwriters  of  shares  in 

ship,  and  freight  and  portions  of  cargo,  to  sundry  owners 29, 300  00 

The  bark  Amazonian,  of  480f  S^  tons  burden,  registered  at  the  port  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town— whereof  Elisha  A.  Rider,  of  Chelsea,  Massachusetts;  David  £.  Mayo,  Ariel  Gove, 
Winslow  Loveland,  Rosina  Clark,  administratrix  of  James  Clark,  deceased,  Maurice  M. 
Pigott,  Hiram  Baker,  Henry  A.  Baker,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts ;  John  F.  Cunent,  of  West 
Lynn;  James  Merrill,  Solomon  Littlefield,  Hiram  Littlefield,  Atkinson  Stannard,  Daniel  C. 
Rogers,  John  R.  Stannard,  Jonathan  Kingston,  and  George  B.  Merrill,  of  Newburyport, 
Massachusetts;  Christopher  Keith,  Epbraim  Keith,  and  Sylvester  K.  Small,  of  Chatham, 
Massachusetts;  Zenos  D.  Basset,  Elisha  Bacon,  and  William  Russell,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  were  owners,  and  the  said  Winslow  Loveland  was  master — sailed  from  New  Yoit 
April  22,  J  863,  laden  with  general  merchandise,  and  bound  for  Montevideo,  w^  captured 
June  2,  1863,  and  burned,  with  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  bark  $32,000,  and  for  amount  due  on  a 
charter  party  of  it  to  Edward  F.  Davidson,  of  New  York,  $11,000— making 

a  total  of $43,000  00 

Winslow  Loveland,  master,  for  loss  of  nautical  instruments  and  clothing,  the 

sum  of 260  00 

David  Mayo,  part  owner  and  former  master,  for  instruments,  stores,  and  ad- 
vanced wages 1,566  00 

The  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company  as  underwriters  upon  cargo 250  00 

The  Commercial  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  insurers  of  H.  D.  Cordova 

&Co 3,385  00 

The  same  company,  the  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  the  Union 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  assignees  and  reinsurers  of 
the  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  against  its  risks  taken  on  cargo..        8, 156  00 
The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  cargo  for 

sundry  persons,  the  sum  of 5,725  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  insurers  of  cargo  for  sundry 

persons 12,750  00 

Also  as  reinsurers  to  New  England  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  risk  on 

cargo 10,000  00 

To  Franklin  Insurance  Company 2, 500  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  assignees  and  insurers  of  Henry 

D.  Cordova&Co.,  the  sum  of 3,385  00 

The  bark  Lafayette,  (No.  2,)  of  New  Bedford,  of  310Jf  tons  burden— whereof  William 
Lewis  was  master,  Ivan  U.  Bartlett,  and  Ivan  H.  Bartlett,  jr.,  and  George^.  Bartlett,  of 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


184  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

New  Bedford,  were  mana^ng  owners — sailed  from  New  Bedford  Maj  20,  1862,  on  a  sperm 
\N  haling  voyage  with  proviHions  for  twenty  mouths,  was  captured  on  the  15th  April,  Ir^ 
near  the  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  and  burned,  with  the  oil  on  board  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  ship  and  outfit |24,0(pO  00 

For  oil  and  $80  cash  on  board 10,475  00 

For  Talue  .of  the  enterprise  in  the  probable  further  catch  of  oil 33, 446  00 

William  Lewis,  master,  for  clothing,  instruments,  and  goods  in  private  venture, 

the  sum  of 1,050  00 

George  F.  Bartlett,  part  owner,  for  goods  on  board  for  trading  purposes    500  00 

The  brig  Kate  Cosey,  of  Westport,  in  the  collection  district  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  of 
320  tons  burden — whereof  Stephen  Flanders  was  master,  and  Alexander  H.  Cosey,  of 
Westport,  managing  owner — sailed  from  the  port  of  Bravo,  October  13,  1862,  on  a  whaling 
cruise,  and  laden  with  whaling  stores;  was  captured  April  15,  1863,  near  the  inland  of 
Fernando  de  Noronha,  and  burned  on  the  17th  ot  the  same  month. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  brig,  outfit,  and  oil  on  board $27, 800  00 

For  value  of  reasonable  prospective  catch  of  oil 1,820  00 

The  ship  Sea  Lark,  registered  at  Boston,  of  973  tons  burden — whereof  W.  F.  Peck  was 
master,  and  Edward  Mott  Robinson,  of  New  York,  Samuel  G.  Reed  of  Roxbury,  Mass,  and 
Lyman  Grimes,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  were  sole  owners — pailed  from  Boston  March  *4te*,  lP<t>3, 
laden  with  general  cargo,  and  bound  for  San  Francisco;  was  captured  May  3,  J 863,  near 
latitude  9^  30'  south,  longitude  3P  20'  west,  and  burned,  with  its  cargo,  except  such  as  was 
pillaged  by  the  captors. 

Edward  M.  Robinson,  owner,  claims  for  the  value  of  uninsured  interest  on  ship 

stores  and  freight $37,250  00 

Samuel  G.  Reed,  owner,  for  his  uninsured  share  of  outfit  and  freight 12, 937  50 

Lvman  Grimes,  owner,  for  uninsured  share  of  outfit  and  freight 4, 312  50 

The  Mercantile  Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  for  insurance  paid  on 

shares  (one-eighth)  of  Lyman  Grimes  in  the  ship 5, 000  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  tor  insurance  paid  on  share 

(three-eiprhths)  of  S.  G.  Reed  in  the  ship 15,000  00 

To  Clark  &  Wilbur,  and  W.  H.  Taylor,  on  cargo 3,720  00 

Ebenezer  B.  Phillips,  of  Boston,  as  owner  of  part  of  cargo 4, 320  U> 

The  Metropolitan  insurance  Company  of  New  York,  for  insurance  paid  Robert 

MorrisA  Co.  on  nart  of  cargo r 2,000  00 

Locke  &,  Montague,  for  goods  on  board,  the  sum  of 458  98 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  for  loss  paid  (o  D.  F. 

White,  of  Boston,  goods  to  the  value  of 450  00 

Holmes,  Goodwin  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  for  goods  to  the  value  of 3, 656  06 

Dimon  Hatford,  of  Maiden,  Mass  ,  for  goods  to  the  value  of 4,707  04 

Hostetter  ^  Smith,  ot  Pittsburg,  Penn 71  00 

The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  insurers  of  W.  Winson  &, 

Co.,  on  goods .^ 11, 675  00 

Insurers  of  Charles  Soule,  jr.,  on  goods 3, 300  00 

Moses  Ellis  and  Philip  L.  Weaver,  of  San  Francisco,  on  merchandise 11,929  27 

Robert  Morrison  &  Company,  for  goods  ov^r  and  above  insurance,  (received 
$2,000  from  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  $2,000  from  Metro- 
politan Insurance  Company,  of  New  York) 1,444  00 

Van  Winkle  dr  Duncan,  of  New  York,  on  merchandise 698  34 

Daniel  L.  Perkins,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  on  merchandise 530  00 

Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  cargo  of  R. 

Morrison  &  Co.,  and  others,  the  sum  of 36, 968  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  sundry  owners 

of  merchandise 12,174  00 

John  Wesley  Brittan,  Alexander  Dunbar,  McDonald  &,  Kimbal,  C.  Eldridge, 

of  San  Francisco,  (J.  W.  Brittan  &  Co.,)  merchandise 6^517  68 

Gleorge  Osgood  and  James  Burgess  Stetson,  of  San  Francisco,  for  goods......         1,718  50 

(Over  and  above  $1,000  received  for  insurance  from  Merchants*  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  of  San  Francisco.) 
Lewis  Hatch,  of  Boston,  Mass. ;  Isaac  Hatch  and  Jacob  Hatch,  of  San  Fran* 

Cisco,  for  merchandise 1»  077  50 

Pio  Bisagno,  Bartolomeo,  and  Luigi  Bisagno,  of  San  Francisco,  for  goods  lost  735  26 

The  Talisman,  of  New  York,  of  the  burthen  of  ),2:fr|{  tons — whereof  D.  H.  Howard  was 
master,  and  George  Warren,  oip  the  city  of  New  York,  and  Eben  B.  Crocker,  his  nartner, 
were  (by  register  at  that  port)  the  sole  owners — sailed  from  New  York  May  2,  18(53,  laden 
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with  coil  and  greneral  cargo  for  Sbanffhai ;  wae  captured  by  Hie  Alabama  on  the  5th  June, 
1863,  near  latitude  14^  47'  south,  longitude  34^  7'  west,  and  burned,  with  cargo  and  stores* 
The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  merchandise  lost  on 

board,  as  assignees  of  John  L.  Martin,  of  New  York,  $175^  of  James 

Spear,  of  Philadelphia,  $860;  of  J.  Cutler  Faller,  of  New  York,  $4,234, 

making  a  total  of $5,960  00 

The  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company  cltum  damages,  as  assignee,  for 

insurance  paid  by  it 15,094  00 

And  for  insurauce  on  ship  of  Crocker  Sc  Warren,  to  whose  assignee,  Francis 

Skiddy,  was  paid 10,060  00 

Antoine  Daniel,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Philipsburg,  Me.,   for  loss  of  personal 

effects,  a  private  adventure  of  merchandise  on  board 1 ,  455  00 

Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and  assignees  upon 

cargo,  ofW.  H.  Fogg  &  Co 16,907  00 

tfpon  freight,  also,  of  W.  H.  Fogg  &  Co 2,591  00 

The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  as  insurers  and  assignees  of 

Stephenson,  and  upon  the  property  of  Crocker  &  Warren,  the  sum  of 10, 000  00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Thayer,  of  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  for  loss  of  money,  time,  &c.,  of 

minor  son,  William,  onboard 1,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  Warren  &  Crocker,  on  one-ihird  of  ship 20, 000  00 

Of  James  Jewett,  on  goods *  6,200  00 

Bogert  &  Oakley,  on  goods  ...^ 973  00 

Dehon,  CUrk  &  Bridges,  on  goods 2,300  00 

P.  8.  Forbes,  on  merdiandise 19,500  00 

Westray,  Qibbs  &  Hardcastle,  merchandise 1,100  00 

Backiin  &  Crane 17,607  00 

Making  a  total  of 67,680  00 

The  Winged  Racer,  an  American  ship  of  1,767JJ  tons  burden,  duly  registered  in  the 
port  of  New  York — whereof  George  Cumming  was  master,  and  Robert  *W.  Taylor,  Henry 
W.  Hubbell,  George  Ashton,  and  £dward  H.  Gillian,  all  of  the  city  of  New  York,  were  the 
sole  owners — sailed  from  the  port  of  Manilla  October  8,  1863,  loaded  with  hemp,  su^ar, 
indigo,  pearl  shelb,  and  cig^ars,  bound  to  the  port  of  New  York.  On  the  lOth  November, 
1863,  when  within  three  miles  of  North  island,  a  Dutch  possession,  the  Winged  Racer  was 
captured  by  the  Alabama,  and,  after  being  plundered  by  the  crew  of  the  latter,  was  set  on 
fire  and  totally  destroyed,  with  the  cargo  and  stores  remaining  on  board. 

The  owners  claim  damages  as  follows: 
For  the  value  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  her  destruction,  ezdusiye  of  her  stores 

and  outfit $60,000  00 

For  valueof  her  freight 22,095  00 

Robert  W.  Taylor  and  Henry  W.  Hubbell,  part  owners  of  the  ship,  were 
owners  of  part  of  the  cargo,  and  claim  damages  for  the  valueof  said  cargo, 
at  the  port  of  destination,  at  the  time  it  would  reasonably  have  arrived,  but 
for  its  destruction  in  transitu,  (over  and  above  the  sum  of  $15,000  received 

by  them  from  insurers  and  freight,)  to  the  sum  of 233,844  81 

They  state  that  the  Pacific  Insurance  Company  insured  said  goods  to  the 

amountof  15,000  00 

George  Cumming,  of  Brooklyn,  master,  for  his  personal  effects,  merchandise 

.   loaded  on  his  account,  the  sum  of 2,784  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  assignee  of  Youngs 

&  Co.,  for  insurance  paid  on  cigars  and  indigo  by  said  company $20, 118  00 

As  assignee,  &,c,  of  Youngs,  Smith  &  Co,  for  insurance  paid  on  nfty-five  cases 

pearlshells ;. 2,720  00 

Of  Parsons  &  Petit,  insurance  paid  on  indigo,  sold  to  arrive 300  00 

Of  George  Ashton,  part  owner,  for  insurance  of  one  eighth  of  vessel 6, 000  00 

And  one-eighth  of  freight — making 32,138  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  reinsurers  and  assignees 

of  the  Patrific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  upon  cargo  on  board $5, 000  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  clMm  as  assignees  and 
insurers  of  Henry  W.  Hubbell,  upon  iH?? {th  of  hemp  and  sugar  destroyed 
on  Winged  Racer 15,000  00 

George  W.  Thomp|0on,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  first  mate  of  the  Winged  Racer, 

for  clothing,  instruments,  and  other  property,  besides  sickness  and  ex-     ^QC 
penses '. • 
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The  ship  Contest,  of  1,098  tons,  duly  registered  at  New  York— whereof  Abner  A.  Low, 
Josiah  O.  Low,  Lucius  Hyde,  jr.,  Ann  D.  B.  Low,  Thomas  Vernon,  A.  Low,  and  Edward 
H.  R.  Lyman,  of  New  York;  Joseph  Z.  Robert,  of  Rye,  N.  Y.;  Nathaniel  B.  Palmer.  Wil- 
liam H.  King,  of  Rhode  Island,  were  owners ;  and  Frederick  G.  Lucas,  master — sailed  from 
Kanagawa  14th  October,  186?,  laden  with  rags,  cotton,  tea,  and  other  merchandise,  bound 
for  New  York.  On  the  4th  November,  1863.  about  latitude  5^  14'  south,  longitude  100°  dO' 
east,  the  ship  was  captured  by  the  Alabama  and  burned,  with  her  cargo. 

The  owners  claim  damages  for  the  value  of  fj  uninsured  of  the  vessel t^,  500  00 

And  for  freight 30,522  38 

— Whereof  ^,  000  was  insured  and  paid  to  them. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  were  the  insurers,  and 

had  paid  upon  f^  of  the  ship  the  sum  of- ". 18,500  00 

The  owners  also  claim  damages  for  the  destruction  of  cargo,  which  was  mostly 

owned  by,  and  all  of  which  was  consigned  to  them,  to  the  amount  of  its  value      61 ,  500  00 
Less  the  amount  insured  thereon  and  paid  on  abandonment  to  the  Atlantic 

Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Frederick  Oeorge  Lucas,  master,  for  his  books,  charts,  nautical  instruments, 

clothing,  merchandise,  shipped  on  his  account  and  venture,  expenses' of 

maintenance  and  passage  to  the  United  States,  and  for  loss  of  time 4, 638  00 

Oliver  Bryan,  29  South  street,  New  York,  for  merchandise  lost,  in  Mexican 

doUars 180  59 

The  American  bark  Lamplighter,  of  360  tons  burden,  duly  registered  in  the  ports  of  Bos- 
ton and  Charlestown — ^whereof  Uavid  Rowland,  David  Hinckley,  and  others  named  in  the 
ship's  register,  (a  copy  of  which  was  filed  with  their  memorial  29th  July  1864,)  were  the 
owners,  and  Onng  «J.  Harding  was  master — sailed  from  New  York  9th  October,  1863,  laden 
with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  and  bound  to  Gibraltar.  On  the  15th  of  October,  1863,  the  bark 
was  captured  and  burned,  with  her  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  damages  for  the  value  of  the  bark ^ $18,500  00 

For  freights,  ( ^  by  those  who  presented  claims  of  $3,780, )  say 50, 040  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Companv  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and  assignees 

upon  the  freight  of  Bassett  &  Nickerson 5,000  00 

The  American  ship  Charles  Hill,  of  699  tons,  duly  registered  at  Boston — whereof  Charles 
Hill  and  Charles  J.  Hill,  of  Boston  ;  John  Currier,  of  Newbury,  Connecticut ;  and  William 
Lambert,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  were  sole  owners,  and  Franklin  Percival,  master — 
sailed  from  Liverpool,  February  12,  1863.  laden  with  salt,  and  bound  to  Montevideo.  On 
the  25th  of  March,  1863,  near  latitude  1^  23'  north,  longitude  26^  SO'  west,  was  captured, 
and  totally  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  loss  of  the  ship $32,000  00 

And  the  further  sum  of  (on  the  cargo  onboard) 11,735  33 

Making 43,73^  33 

Frank  Percival,  of  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  master  of  the  Charles  Hill,  claims 

for  instruments,  books,  clothing,  money,  dec $1,542  60 

The  bark  Amanda,  a  duly  registered  American  vessel — whereof  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Timotbj 
Crosbv,  John  H.  Crosby,  Benjamin  8.  Crosby,  Greorge  Crosby,  Anna  L.  Crosby,  Joseph  H. 
Wheelwright,  and  John  B.  Foster,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  and  Sarah  H.  Pendleton,  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  Charles  U.  Pendleton,  deceased,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  were  sole  owners, 
and  Isaiah  Larabee  was  master — sailed  from  Manilla,  laden  with  sugar  and  hemp,  the  ]8ih 
of  September,  1863,  bound  to  Queenston,  Great  Britain.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1863, 
about  125  miles  S.  SW.  of  Java  Head,  the  bark  was  captured  by  the  Alabama,  and  burned, 
with  her  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  the  value  of  the  bark  and  freight,  in  the  sum  of $68, 000  00 

Subject  to  a  deduction  of  $2,500,  for  insurance,  as  below  stated.  ^ 

Isaiah  Larabee,  master,  claims  for  loss  of  primage  and  personal  effects 2,039  37 

Hiram  Emory  Swain,  of  Frankford,  Maine,  first  mate,  for  clothing,  &c 690  00 

The  Merchants'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Bangor,  as  insurers  and  as- 
signees of  the  interest  of  Joseph  A.  Wheelwright  and  Catherine  McQ. 
Foster,  part  owners 2,500  00 

The  American  bark  Tycoon,  duly  registered  at  the  port  of  New  York,  of  717Jf  tons — 
whereof  William  Warren,  D.  Gookin,  Wm.  W.  Wakeman,  Matthew  Bird,  Charles  Dimon, 
JohnB.  Dickinson,  Andrew  T.  Stewart,  of  New  York  city  ;  Frederick  Dimon,  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut ;  and  Jonathan  Godfrey,  of  Southport,  Connecticut,  were  sole  owners,  and  Edward 
Ayres,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  was  master — sailed  from  New  York  the  19th  of  March, 
1864,  with  a  {general  carg(f,  bound  to  San  iVancisco.    On  the  27th  April,  1864,  in  latlfude 
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10^  55'  south,  longitude  31^  25'  west,  the  Tjcoon  was  captured  by  the  Alabama,  and,  after 
being  stripped  of  such  stores,  spars,  and  cargo  as  the  captors  desired,  was  set  on  fire  bj  the 
latter,  and  became  a  total  loss. 

The  owners  claim  damages  for  the  yalae  of  the  ship,  with  her  ontfit |64, 000  00 

For  fireight  and  primage 24,559  78 

Making ! 88,559  78, 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  were  the  insurers  to 
different  mercantile  firms  and  inaividuals,  of  goods  shipped  on  the  Tycoon, 
and  described  in  fifty-five  bills  of  lading.  It  paid  the  parties  insured,  upon 
the  abandonment  to  it  of  such  goods  and  claims  for  aamages,  the  several 
sums  insured,  and  claims,  as  the  assignee  of  them  respectively,  sums  to  the 

amount  of 1121,896  00 

De  Witt,  Kittle  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  claim  for  goods  shipped  on  their  account.  $9, 885  44 
For  commissions  on  freight  lost  on  said  bark,  {Si  per  cent,  on  |24,559  78)  the 

sum  of 6J3  99 

Commission  on  goods  consigned  to  their  firm  in  San  Francisco 550  00 

Making  an,  aggregate  of 11,049  43 

Edwin  Deming,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  claims  for  goods  shipped  by  him  (unin- 
sured)   $1,170  50 

Locke  &  Montague,  of  New  York,  claim  for  ^oods  shipped  for  their  account..  2, 037  95 

George  J.  Brooks,  of  New  York,  for  goods  shipped 1,598  67 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  and  assignees 
of  sundry  parties,  on  goods  destroyed,  and  of  the  charterer,  R.  M  Corley, 

ofNew  York,  paid 16,859  00 

Charles  Mann  and  Ezra  H.  Winchester,  of  San  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  ...  5, 578  28 

JohnTavlor,  of  San  Francisco,  for  goods  lost 1,658  00 

Joseph  Pollock,  of  New  Yoik,  and  Leopold  Pollock,  of  San  Erancisco,  natural- 
ized citizens,  for  goods  destroyed 655  75 

Abraham  S.  Rosenbaum,  Joseph  Brandenstein,  of  New  York ;  Moses  Rosen- 

baum,  of  San  Francisco,  for  goods 4,978  25 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  and  assignees  upon  vessel,  and 

freight  of  C.  <fe  F.  Dimon 5,500  00 

Uponcargoof  J.  C.  Dayton  d^^  Co 4,865  00 

Of  Hall  A  Macomber 275  00 

OfF.  Hortsman&Co 2,000  00 

Of  Robert  Taylor 4,500  00 

AndofL.  McMurry  ACo 3,150  00 

Coffis,  Redinffton  A  Co..  ofNew  York 3,166  42 

Hostetter  &^  Smith,  of  I^ttsburg,  Pennsylvania,  for  merchandise 3, 934  43 

W.  F.  Brittan  &  Co.,  for  goods 5,325  74 

Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  goods  lost  in  the  tycoon, 

and  assignees  of  Franklin  Carter,  of  Qnincy ,  Massachusetts *  |2, 400  00 

Of  J.  Hiller  &  Bro ,  New  York 623  00 

Of  H.  Cohen  &  Co.,  ofNew  York 5.200  00 

OfSchlossBros.,  ofNew  York 300  00 

OfW.  H.  Toole,  of  New  York 2,906  00 

Of  John  Keys,  of  New  York 602  00 

OfFrederick  Victor  and  Achiles,  ofNew  York 3,030  00 

Making  a  total  of 15,121  00 

The  duly  registered  American  ship  Sonora,  of  707ft}  tons — ^whereof  John  W.  Cushing, 

William  Cushing,  Nicholas  Johnson,  Elizabeth  Le  B.  Mills,  Thomas  Pritchard,  and  William 
Pritchard,  of  Newburvport,  Massachusetts,  were  sole  owners— sailed  fVom  Hong  Kong,  in 

China,  26th  of  November,  1863,  bound  to  Akyab,  in  British  India,  to  load  with  rice,  or  gen- 
eral merchandise,  for  Europe,  under  charter  party  made  with  C.  F.  Webert  &  Co.,  of  Eon- 
don — was  captured  and  burned  near  latitude  3^  north,  longitude  101°  east,  in  the  Straits  of 
Malacca,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1863. 

The  owners  claim  damages  for  value  of  ship,  the  30th  of  May,  1864 $55, 800  00 

Also,  for  the  value  of  charter  of  ship  when  deetroyed 33,244  44 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  and  assignees  of  Wil- 

"     I  Cushing 30,00q  00 
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Texan  Star.— Samnel  Sterens  and  John  Atkinson,  of  Boston ;  Qeorge  L.  Rogers  and  Sam- 
uel B.  Pike,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  allege  that  they  were  the  owners  of  the  Ameri- 
can-built bark  Texan  Star,  which  they  sold  on  the  9th  of  December,  1863,  to  March  Biddle 
Currier,  of  Maulmain,  for  70,000  rupees,  current  in  the  British  East  Indies ;  the  ship  was 
registered  at  Maulmain  under  the  name  of  Martaban,  707|f  tons  burden,  and  roort|fag:ed  bj 
the  purchaser  to  the  memorialists  for  80,000  rupees,  pajable,  with  interest,  at  the  rale  of  5 
per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1864.    • 

«    The  ship  sailed  from  Maulmain  in  command  of  Captain  Samuel  B.  Pike,  12th  of  December, 
1863,  bound  to  Singapore.     On  the  voyage,  24th  of  December,  1863.  the  ship  was  taken  by 
the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  set  on  fire,  and  totally  destroyed,  with  her  guns,  stores,  Ac. 
The  mortgagees  claim  reparation. 

Golden  Rule. — The  Panama  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  created  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  claim  damages  for  the  capture  and  destruction  by  the  Alabama  of  the 
bark  Golden  Rule,  of  254  J}  tons,  registered  at  New  York,  said  company  and  David  H.  Hoad- 
ley  owning  both  ship  and  cargo. 

The  Golden  Rule,  on  its  way  from  New  York  to  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  or  Colon,  in  New 
Granada,  was  captured  on  the  26th  day  of  January,  1863,  by  the  Alabama,  in  latitude  about 
18^  north,  and  longitude  75^  west,  and,  after  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  cargo  to  the 
Alabama,  was  totally  destroyed  by  burning,  with  the  residue  of  the  cargo  remaining  on  board. 
The  damages  claimed  by  said  corporation  are,  for  value  of  the  Golden  Rule  and 

freight ,. $16,000  00 

And  for  that  part  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  said  corporation 1...        1, 406  00 

Peter  A.  Whitebury,  of  New  York,  master  of  the  vessel,  claims  for  the  loss  of 

his  clothing,  nautical  instruments,  and  other  personal  effects 850  00 

And  in  behalf  of  John  Cassidy,  the  mate  of  said  vessel,  for  lost  of  clothing  and 

nautical  instruments,  the  sum  of 200  00 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claims,  as  assignee 
of  Wm.  U.  Knoepfel,  for  money  paid  by  it  on  insorance  of  merchandise 

destroyed  in  the  Golden  Rule 728  00 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  the  New  York  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  (all  of  New  York,) 
claim,  as.  asHignees  and  reinsurers  of  the  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, who,  as  insurers  for  $4,000  to  F.  Probst  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  of 
goods  destroyed  in  said  ship,  had  accepted  an  abandonment  thereof,  and 

reassigned  one-half  their  claim  to  said  ciaimantt*,  the  sum  of 2, 000  00 

Charles  W.  Bond,  of  New  York,  late  firm  of  Jausen  Bond  &  Co.,  for  goods ...        3, 353  66 
The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  and  assignees  of  Le  Roy 

&  Co.,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  upon  merchandise 700  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon  cargo,  and 

assignee  of  Ribon  &  Munoz 9,020  00 

J.  Hochendorf,  jr.,  American  merchant  at  Lima,  assignee  of  Homer  &.  Hoch- 

endorf,  for  merchandise 7,098  61 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  of  merchandise  and  . 

assigneeof  John  Keeler,  of  New  York,  thesumof... iSiO  00 

The  ship  S.  Gildersleeve,  of  847  tons,  of  New  York— whereof  J.  H.  Brown  &.  Co.,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  Silvester  Gildersleeve,  Henry  Gildersleeve,  and  Cicero  Brown,  of  Port- 
land, Connecticut,  were  owners,  and  John  McCallun  was  master— sailed  from  Sunderland, 
England,  to  Calcutta,  laden  with  coals ;  captured  and  burned,  with  its  cargo  and  stores,  oa 
the  21st  of  March,  1863,  about  latitude  12^  iO'  south,  longitude  34^  55'  east. 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  damages 
as  insurers  of  three- fourteenths  of  the  hull,  tackle,  &«.,  of  the  ship,  (valued 
at  $35,000,)  for  cash  paid  by  them  on  abandonment  of  the  assured,  the 
sum  of '.       $7,500  00 

I'he  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  of  J.  W. 

Brown  &  Co., upon  their  share  of  the  vessel,  paid  on  loss 10, 000  00 

Ship  Brilliant, — ^Joshua  Atkins  and  Edwin  Atkins,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  George 
Hagar,  master  mariner,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  claim  that  they  are  the  sole  owners  of  the 
ship  Brilliant,  of  New  York,  a  duly  registered  American  ship  of  839fi  tons,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  13th  September,  1862,  laden  with  grain,  fiour»  &c,  and  bound  to  London, 
in  which  said  owners  had  no  other  interest  than  their  lien  for  freight  On  the  3d  October, 
1862,  the  Brilliant  was  captured  near  latitude  40^  north,  longitude  50^  30^  west,  by  the 
Alabama,  and,  after  being  plundered  by  her  officers  and  crew,  was  set  on  fire  and  totallj 
destroyed. 

The  owners  claim  damages  as  f<dlows ; 

For  the  value  of  the  ship |75,000  00 

For  amount  of  freight £3,415  98.  8d« 

B.  £.  Clark  &  Co.,  (W.  B.  Astor  and  J.  B.  Hart,)  of  New  York,  for  goods....        3,211  80 
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Tbe  Atlantic  Mutual  InsuTanee  Company,  as  Insurers  of  John  A.  Atkins  &>  Co., 

upon  the  fioights 118,000  00 

The  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company 9,246  09 

Qeorg^  Hagar,  master,  for  loss  of  his  personal  effects,  and  for  expenses  of  re- 
turn         1,250  00 

The  bark  Olive  Jane — whereof  Robert  Kallock  was  master — sailed  from  Bordeaux  24th 
January,  1863,  bound  to  New  York,  and  on  the  2)st  February,  18^  about  latitude  20^  17' 
north,  loufritude  45^  15'  west,  was  captured,  pillaeed,  aud  burned.  • 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  .damaees,  as  inrafers 
and  assignees  of  C.  Mellette  &  Co.,  and  also  of  C*  A.  de  Vivier,  ef  New 

York,  on  merchandise $767  66 

The  Columbia  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  of  cargo,  assignees  of 

Charles  Lord  &  Co 800  00 

Of  B.E.  Clark  &  Co.,  on  ship 2,069  00 

The  Anna  F.  "^chmidt,  a  ship  of  784SJ  tons  burden,  reffistered  at  New  York — whereof 
Henry  B.  Trumbly  was  master,  and  Charles  Williams,  of  Framingham ;  G^rge  C.  Lord 
and  Charles  U.  Lord,  of  Boston ;  George  W.  Campbell,  of  Bradford ;  Moses  J.  Milliken,  of 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts ;  George  Wise,  Robert  Smith,  jr.,  of  Kennebunk  ;  and  Mosef 
M.  Batter,  of  Portlnnd,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  were  the  sole  owners — sailed  for  San  Fran- 
cisco 17th  January,  1>!J63,  aud  on  the  2d  July,  1863,  about  latitude  25^  29'  south,  longitude 
37°  46'  west,  was  captured,  pillaged,  and  burned. 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  damages,  as  insurers 
and  assignees  of  Van  Winkle  &,  Duncan  and  Daniel  Palmer,  owners  of 
mercbaDOlse  destroyed  with  said  ship |2, 050  00 

The  owners  claim  daiiiages  for  her  capture  and  destruction  for  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  the  ship  and  a  charter  party  made  thereof  to  Nattumiel 
Winson  &,  Co.,  of  Boston,  and  the  sums  insured  thereon,  the  ship  being 
valued  st 30,000  00 

And  insured  (by  war  policies)  for  $22, 000 8,000  00 

The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  as  insurers  and  assignees  of 

China  Mutual  Insurance  Companv,  reinsurance  on  ship 5, 000  00 

And  of  Winson  &,  Co.,  on  cargo  and  fireight  of  ship 6.560  00 

.  The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claims,  as  insurance, 

Ac,  of  Charles  Williams $8,000  00 

George  Lord  &,  Co  ,  advances  and  captain's  effects 10,500  00 

On  merchaudine  of  Howard  &  French « 1,300  00 

On  merchandise  of  F.  Price  &  Co 1,000  00 

On  merchandise  of  Thomas  C.  Lafavor 265  00 

On  merchandise  of  E.  H.  Baker  ^k  Co ^ 600  00 

Makingatotal  of. 26,666  00 

Pio  Bisagno,  Bartolomeo  Bisagno,  and  Luigi  Bisagno,  of  San  Francisco,  for 

goods  lost....'. |2,094  30 

Metropolitan  Insurance  Company,  New  York,  as  insurers,  &c,  of  Nash  &, 

Fogff,  cargo  destroyed 8,800  00 

Horton,  Hall  &  Co.,  Boston 700  00 

Manufacturers*  Insurance  Company,  (reinsurance) 5,000  00 

Moses  Ellis  and  Philip  S.  Weaver,  of  San  Francisco,  California,  for  goods  lost 

onboard 11,535  92 

Levi  Stevens,  Colin  Clark  Baker,  and  Judah  Baker,  of  San  IVancisco,  Califor- 
nia, for  loss  of  commissions  on  goods  consigned  to  them  and  lost  on  board, 

and  for  collecting  general  average  of  ship,  (repaired  before  loss) 3, 244  42 

Dimon  &,  Hubbard,  otMalden,  Massachusetts,  for  losses  on  board 905  36 

Charles  W.  Bond,  of  78  Cedar  street,  New  York,  of  firm  of  Janson,  Bond  &. 

Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  for  merchandise 670  00 

Lewis  Hecht,  of  Boston,  Jacob  Hecht  and  Isaac  Hecht,  of  San  Francisco,  for 

merchandise  lost. 391  00 

The  American  ship  John  A.  Parks,  duly  registered  at  New  York,  of  1,046}f  tons  burden 
— whereof  James  A.  Cooper  was  master— sailed  from  New  York  11th  of  February,  1863, 
bound  to  Montevideo,  and  was  captured,  pillaged,  and  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  2d  March, 
1863,  about  latitude  29^  15'  north,  longitude  38<^  20'  west 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  damages  as  insurers 
and  assignees  of  Alexander  S.  Hnward  and  Eldridge  F.  Rollins,  of  Bos- 
ton, on  their  share  of  said  ship ^  $6,563  00 

And  of  Nesmith  &,  Sons,  of  New  York,  on  merchandise  destroyed.  ....jitized^v^    1,200  00 
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The  Columbian  Mutual  iDsnrance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insnren  of 

Walsh,  Carver  &  Chase,  on  advances  for  ship $3,500  00 

OfH.  Cooper,  jr.,  on  ship '. 3,938  00 

Of  A.  H.  Howard,  on  ship - 7,500  00 

The  Washingfton  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  as  insurers  of  Peter  Cooper 

upon  one-quarter  of  ship 10,500  00 

The  ship  Emma  Jane,  of  Bath,  Maine,  of  1,096  tons  burden — ^whereof  David  C.  Maffoun, 

' Clapp,  and  Francis  C.  Jordan  were  owners,  and  F.  C.  Jordan  was  master— sailea  from 

Bombay,  6th  January,  1864,  in  ballast,  bound  to  the  port  of  Anchove  for  orders,  and  was 
captured  14th  January,  ]»64,  in  latitude  8°  6'  north,  longitude  76<^  10'  east. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  ship £10,000 

And  for  value  of  charter 5,462  58. 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  Magoun  &,  Clapp,  claim 

upon  ship t20,000  00 

And  of  C.  C.  Duncan  on  vessel 5,000  00 

The  ship  Rockingham,  of  Portsmouth,  976  tons — whereof  Albert  L.  Jones  and  William 
P.  Jones  were  sole  owners — sailed  from  Callao  24th  February,  1864,  Edward  Gerrish  being 
master,  bound  to  port  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  touch  at  Cork  for  orders,  and  laden  with 
guano.  On  the  23d  April,  1864,  about  latitude  15^  53'  south,  longitude  2(P  44'  west,  was 
captured  and  burned. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  value  of  ship  in  their 

own  right  as  insurers $40,000  00 

And  as  assignees  of  William  Jones  &.  Son 50,000  00 

Making 90,000  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  William  Jones  &>  Son  on 

ship 115,000  00 

Ariel. — The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  claim  damages  for  loss  of  cargo  of  the  steamer 
Ariel,  destroyed  by  the  Alabama  on  the  7th  December,  1^,  as  insuirers  and  assignees  of 
Ribon&Munoz |b,500  00 

Manchester. — ^The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  claim  for  loss  of  ship  Manchester,  de- 
stroyed by  the  Alabama  11th  October,  1862,  as  insurers  of  B.  J.  H.  Trask,  jr.  $10,000  00 
Henings  &.  Gosling,  of  New  York,  for  wheat  destroyed  in  the  ship  Manchester.  6, 646  32 
The  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  on  ship 7, 500  00 

Palmetto. — The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  claims,  for  loss  of  the  Palmetto,  captured 
by  the  Alabama  on  3d  February,  1863,  as  insurers  of  C.  &,  £.  J.  Peters  upon 
freight $500  00 

Highlander. — ^The  Highlander  ( Jabes  H.  Snow,  master)  sailed  firom  Singapore  to  Akyab 
26th  December.  1863. 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  diums,  as  insurers  of  E.  D.  Peters  A.  Co., 

upon  the  ship $15,000  00 

Of  same  on  freight 6,000  00 

The  Metropolitan  Insurance  Companv  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  Edward  D. 

Peters  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  upon  the  ship 15,000  00 

The  Dorcas  Prince,  of  New  York,  an  American  vessel  of  700  tons,  Frank  B.  Melcher,  mas- 
ter, sailed  from  New  York  for  Shanghai,  13th  March,  1863,  with  general  cargo,  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Alabama  on  the  26th  April,  1863,  about  latitude  7<^  30'  south,  longitude  31"  30^ 
west ;  was  plundered  and  burned,  with  her  cargo  and  stores. 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  claims,  as  insurers  of  N.  L.  &,  G.  Griswold, 

on  ship $5,000  00 

Ditto  on  freight 5,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  N.  L. 

&  G.  Griswold, upon  cargo 12,000  00 

Ditto  of  Brooks  Bros.,  on  cargo 276  00 

Ditto  of  H.  W.  Gray,  on  cargo 750  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  as  insurers  of  N.  L.  Sc  G. 

Griswold,  on  ship 5,500  00 

Ditto  on  freight 6,000  00 

The  ship  Louisa  Hatch,  853  tons,  registered  at  Rockktnd,  Maine— whereof  William  Grant 
was  master,  and  William  McLoon  ana  Charles  W.  McLoon  were  sole  owners — sailed  from 
Cardiif  for  Point  de  Galle,  laden  with  coals ;  was  captured  on  the  4th  April,  1863,  about  lafc- 
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itude  3°  13'  south,  loofi^tade  26^  12^  west,  off  Fernando  de  Noronha;  the  coal  was  pat  on 
the  Alabama,  and  the  officers  and  crew  landed  on  that  Island ;  the  vessel  was  then  destroyed 
bj  fire. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  the  ship $65,000  00 

Loss  on  freight  to  Pointe  de  Galle ^5,000  00 

Provisions 2,000  00 

Chronometer 250  00 

Making  a  total  of 82,250  00 

Crenshaw  and  Wave  Crest. — Peter  &  Co.,  New  York,  claim  for  grain  bags,  destroyed 

with  the  Crenshaw,  the  sum  of $638  HO 

Same  firm,  for  losses  on  the  Wave  Crest,  the  sum  of 1,095  00 

The  ship  Express,  of  Boston,  1,073}|  tons — whereof  William  8.  Frost  was  master — sailed 
from  the  Chincna  islands  on  the  5th  March,  1863,  laden  with  guano,  and  bound  for  Antwerp, 
under  charter  of  Seccan  &  Co.,  of  that  city,  and  Seccan,  Yalleviano  &  Co.,  of  Lima,  Peru. 
On  the  6th  July,  1863,  about  latitude  29^  south,  longitude  31^  40'  west,  was  captured  and 
burned,  with  cargo  and  stores,  log,  register,  and  mail; 

The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston  claim,  as  insurers  of  Richard 

Jenness,  upon  ship $2,000  00 

On  her  freight 4,000  00 

Of  Daniel  Marcy,  on  ship 6,000  00 

The  Courser. — Schooner  registered  at  Provincetown,  121  tons— whereof  Silas  S.  Youngs 
was  master,  and  Henry  Cook,  Sylvanus  Cook,  Jonathan  Cook,  Alfred  Cook,  Samuel  Cook, 
Eleazer  Cook,  Silas  J.  Tonngs,  Isaac  F.  Mayo,  Creorge  A.  H  Lewis,  John  H.  Mayo,  Joseph 
Mayo,  and  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Provincetown;  John,  James,  and  Leonard  McKenzie,  of 
Essex,  Mass.,  were  owners — sailed  from  Provincetown  12th  March,  1862,  bound  on  a  whal- 
ing voyage  to  the  North  Atlantic  ocean ;  was  captured  near  the  island  of  Flores  16th  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  and  burned,  with  her  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim,  for  the  value  of  the  schooner,  outfit,  Ac $12, 402  47 

Weather  Gage. — ^The  schooner  Weather  Cage,  registered  at  Provincetown,  of  lOOJf  tons — 
whereof  Samuel  C.  Small  was  master,  and  Harvey  Cook,  Sylvanus  Cook,  Jonathan  Cook, 
Samuel  C.  Small,  Samuel  Cook,  Charles  H.  Dyer,  Isaac  W.  Mayo,  Jno.  D.  Mayo,  and  Jo- 
seph Ma^o,  of  Provincetown ;  Leonard  Ware,  Ebenezer  Arthur,  Henry  A.  Baker,  and  Hiram 
Baker,  of  Boston;  John,  James,  and  Leonard  McKenzie,  of  Essex,  Mass.,  were  owners— 
sailed  from  Provincetown  4th  Aimist,  1862,  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage  to  the  North  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  and,  on  the  9th  day  of  September,  1862,  near  the  island  Coro,  was  captured  by 
the  Alabama  and  burned  the  next  day,  with  her  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim,  for  the  value  of  the  schooner,  outfit,  &c $10,220  50 

The  schooner  Starlight— whereof  Samuel  Whitman,  Seth  Whitman,  Daniel  Eaton  Luf  kin, 
and  Lemuel  Whitman,  of  Deer  Isles,  Maine,  were  owners — sailed  from  Boston  the  7th  August, 
1862,  in  ballast,  with  passengers,  for  Western  Islands.  On  her  return  voyage,  2d  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  was  captured  by  the  Alabama  and  burned. 

The  owners  claim,  for  value  of  said  vessel,  the  sum  of. $3,500  00 

Chalmtf  S.  Dawes,  as  charterer,  and  for  value  of  provisions 725  00 

Samuel  H.  Doane,  master,  for  books,  clothing,  watch,  and  specie 330  00 

William  Williams,  for  chronometer 250  00 

The  Jabez  Snow,  registered  at  Newburyport,  of  1,073}|tonsburdenr— Jabez  Snow,  Frank- 
lin Sp<^rd,  Heniy  Darling,  Enoch  Barnard,  Joseph  B.  Fulsome,  of  Bucksport,  Maine ; 
G^rge  H.  Peters,  William  0.  Peters,  and  Joseph  B.  EUicott,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts ; 
Henry  D.  Brookman  and  John  W,  Brookman,  of  New  York,  sole  owners— left  Cardiff,  Wales, 
April,  1863,  laden  with  coals  for  Montevideo,  under  command  of  George  W.  Guin,  and  on 
the  29th  May,  1863,  laUtude  15^  south,  longitude  34°  west,  was  captured  and  burned. 


George  W.  Guin,  the  master,  of  Bucksport,  Maine,  claims  dama^  for  wear- 
ing apparel  and  personal  effects,  merchandise  belonging  to  him $3, 500  00 

For  loss  of  wages,  primage,  and  profits  on  goods  not  insured 3, 100  00 

Making  a  total  of 6,600  00 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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The  bark  Nye,  of  New  Bedford,  of  the  harden  of  SOO  tons— Joseph  B.  Baker,  master- 
sailed  from  the  port  of  Saint  Helena  on  the  25th  Jalj,  1862,  bound  tor  New  Bedford,  laden 
with  sperm  and  whale  oil.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1863,  in  latitude  5^  south,  longitude  1^ 
west,  was  captured  and  burned,  with  her  cargo  of  425  barrels  of  sperm,  and  140  of  whale  oiL 
The  New^England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  daim,  as  Insurers  of 

Daniel  Baker,  upon  catchingrs  on  said  bark $700  00 

Of  Joseph  Baker 1,000  00 

Of  Frederick  Howland 650  00 

The  ship  Leri  Starbuck,  duly  reristernd  at  New  Bedford,  of  376^  tons  burden — ^whereof 
Edward  W.  Howland,  Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  Caleb  Kempton,  George  B^may,  and  Corne- 
lius Rowland,  jr.,  executors  of  Cornelius  Howland,  deceased;  George  Barney,  William  A. 
Gordan,  and  Wing  Russell,  all  of  New  Bedford,  were  owners,  and  Thomas  Mellen  was 
master — sailed  from  New  Bedford  October  28, 1862,  on  a  whaling  voyage  to  the  North  Pacific, 
and  on  the  2d  November,  1862,  in  latitude  35^  40'  north,  longitude  56^  west,  was  captured 
and  burned  by  the  Alabama,  with  her  outfit  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim  damages  to  the  amount  of  (229,312  50. 

They  were  insured  as  fulows : 

George  W.  Howland $13,200  CO 

George  Barney  et  al,^  executors ' 4,800  00 

Thomas  L.  Hathaway 2,000  00 

George  Baruey,  (Mutual  Insurance  Company) ^ 1,.500  00 

William  A.  G<>rdon,  in  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  assignee 1, 850  00 

The  Dunkirk — whereof  C.  Peters  and  E.  J.  Peters,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  were  owners, 
and  Samuel  B.  Johnson,  of  Blackhill,  Hancock  county,  Maine,  was  master— sailed  from  New 
York  for  Lisbon,  September  30,  1862,  and  on  7th  October,  1862,  in  latitude  40^  23'  north, 
longitude  54^  30'  west,  was  captured  and  burned,  with  her  cargo,  &c 
Captain  Johnson  claims  for  his  share  (one-half)  of  freight  (after  deducting 

$2,000)  recovered  for  insurance  on  entire  freight,  goods,  and  expenses $1,514  64 

Isaac  Sherman  and  Henry  C.  Wybert,  of  New  York  city,  for  goods  lost  in  the 

ship  Dunkirk,  tlie  sum  of 607  60 

The  ship  Beniamin  Tucker,  of  New  Bedford,  Charles  B.  Tucker  &  Co.,  owners,  was  cap- 
tured 14th  September,  1862,  and  burned. 
The  owners  claim  for  ship,  outfit,  and  oil  on  board,  and  for  damages  by  the 

breaking  up  of  the  voyage $124, 000  00 

'The  bark  Ocean  Rover,  of  Mattapoisett,  sailed  26th  May,  1859,  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and 
was  captured  8th  September,  1862,  off  the  island  of  Flores,  and  burned. 
The  owners  claim  for  ship  and  outfit,  oil  on  board,  and  damages  for  breaking 

up  of  voyage $104,000  00 

The  brig  Altamaha,  of  Sippican — S.  C.  Luce  and  others  owners — sidled  May  14,  1862,  on 
a  whaling  voyage,  and  was  captured  13th  September,  1862,  and  burned,  off  the  island  of 
Floras. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  brig  and  outfit,  and  damages  for  breaking  up  of 

the  voyage,  the  sum  of $15,450  00 

Shfmamdoah, 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  claims  filed  in  the  Department  of  State  by  American 
citizens,  native  and  naturalized.  Mid  by  corporations  organized  and  doing  business  under 
the  laws  of  the  States  in  which  they  are  respectively  located,  for  damages  sustained  by  them 
as  the  owners,  mariners,  freighters,  or  insurers  of  duly  .documented  siiips  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  owners,  insurers,  or  otherwise  interested  in  the  cargoes  of  such  ships,  or  in 
charter  parties  for  the  service  of  such  ships  captured  and  destroyed  or  appropriated  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Sea  King,  or  Shenandoah  : 

The  bark  Delphine,  705}f  tons  burden,  registered  at  Bangor,  Maine — whereof  Eliab 
Wright  Metcalf  and  Ssmuel  D.  Thurston,  of  Bangor?  Phineas  Fendleton  and  William  G. 
Nichols,  of  Searsport,  Maine;  Phineas  Pendleton,  3d,  and  William  MfCJilvery,  of  the  same 

£lace;  Henry  Dariing,  of  Bucki^port,  Maine;  Benjamin  Carver,  H.  D.  Brookman  and  John 
[.  Brookman,  of  New  York  city,  were  owners— sailed  Oocober  12,  le*>4,  laden  with  naa- 
chmery  and  ballast,  from  Gravesend,  bound  to  Akyab,  and  was  captured  December  29, 
1864,  in  about  latitude  39^  20^  south,  longitude  69^  east,  and  became  a  total  loss. 
The  owners  claim  as  follows : 

For  value  of  the  ship ^ $56,000  00 

For  outfit,  expenses,  and  advanced  wages 15,000  00 

For  value  of  charter  for  voyage 8,000  00 

The  master,  William  G.  Nichols,  for  loss  of  primage,  expenses  of  self  and 

family  in  Australia  and  return,  and  merchandise •^^yOafeJOO  OO 
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This  claim,  so  fiur  as  William  M.  Gilvery  is  concerned,  appears  to  be  tabject  to  a  deduc- 
tion for  $2,000,  received  by  him  on  insurance  hj  Columbian  Marine  Insurance  Companj  of 
New  York,  which  that  corporation  will  claim. 

The  bark  Isabella,  of  315^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford,  Mass. — of  which 
Thomas  Knowles,  John  P.  Knowles,  Joseph  Knowles,  William  O.  Brownell,  Oeorge  Barney, 
Slocum  Allen,  John  A.  Wood,  and  Thomas  H.  Knowles,  of  New  Bedford ;  Deborah  D.  6od- 
dard,  of  Boston;  Hudson  Wlnslow,  of  Freetown;  James  Winslow,  of  Dartmouth ;  Reuben 
Nickerson,  ir.,  of  Eastbaven—  all  in  Massachusetts ;  Henry  Burdin^  and  Abner  H.  Davis, 
of  New  York;  and  Edward  D.  Mandell,  of  New  Bedford,  executor  of  Edward  M.  Robinson, 
were  owners ;  and  Hudson  Winslow  was  master — sailed  from  New  Bedford,  September  29, 
1863,  on  a  whaling  voyage,  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  On  the  26th  of  June,  1865,  while  beating 
through  the  Behring's  straits  towards  the  Arctic  ocean,  and  in  latitude  about  64°  50'  nortl^ 
was  captured,  plundered,  and  burned,  with  her  stores  and  cargo. 

The  owners  claim,  for  value  of  bark  and  outfit |60,000  00 

Oil  and  whalebone  on  board 27,765  00 

Loss  by  breaking  up  of  voyage , - 174,600  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  of 

Hudson  Winslow,  on  outfit  and  cargo 1,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  paid  on  fire  policies  on 

bark  and  outfit : 16,800  00 

The  bark  Aliva,  of  573§f  tons,  registered  at  Searsport,  Maine — whereof  Edward  Staples, 
of  Stockton,  Maine ;  William  McGilvery,  of  Searsport ;  John  M.  Lane,  Joseph  Cook,  F.  &, 
P.  Pendleton,  Lebbeus  Curtis,  William  F.  Black,  Woodman  Cronin,  and  Robert  Porter,  of 
Searsport,  and  Benjamin  Carver,  of  New  York  city,  were  owners ;  and  the  said  Edward 
Staples  was  master — sailed  from  Newport,  England,  October  6,  1864,  laden  with  railroad 
iron,  and  bound  for  Buenos  Ayree ;  was  captured,  pillaged,  and  sunk,  October  29,  1664, 
about  latitude  16°  40^  north,  longitude  26^  45'  west. 

The  owners  claim,  for  value  of  bark  and  outfit 1^8,000  00 

For  freight  under  charter  party 15,000  00 

The  master,  Edward  Staples,  for  loss  of  primUge,  wages  and  personal  e£Fects. .        3, 817  43 

The  bark  Susan,  of  134  tons  burden,  registered  at  Sag  Harbor,  and  enrolled  at  New  York 
— ^whereof  C.  H.  H.  Meyer,  of  New  York,  was  sole  owner,  and  F.  W.  Hansen,  master — 
sailed  from  Cardiff,  Wales,  September  26,  1864,  laden  with  coal,  and  bound  for  the  coast  of 
Brazil ;  was  November  10,  1864,  stripped  and  sunk. 

The  owner  claims  for  value  of  vessel $10,000  00 

And  for  freight  money  pending 2,500  00 

The  bark  Edward,  of  274^}  tons  burden— whereof  Thomas  Knowles,  John  P.  Knowles, 
Joseph  Knowles,  John  Knowles,  2d,  John  P.  Knowles,  jr.,  Charles  Hitch,  and  Jonathan 
Brown,  native,  and  Antoln  Joseph,  a  naturalized  citizen,  all  of  New  Bedford—sailed  from 
New  Bedford  August  2,  1864 ;  was  captared  December  5,  1864,  in  latitude  27^  45-  south, 
longitude  11^  50^  west,  about  forty  miles  westward  of  Tristan  d^Acunha,  and  burned. 
The  owners  claim  damages  for  value  of  bark,  outfit,  oil  on  board,  and  breaking 
up  of  voyage,  (protesting  against  diminution  thereof  by  reason  of  $19,875 
received  by  them  upon  insurance) (189,806  00 

The  bark  William  C.  Nye,  389|f  tons  burden,  re|[istered  at  San  Francisco— whereof  John 
C.  Merrill,  D.  C.  M.  Ruer,  Alfred  Tabbs,  George  B.  Moore,  William  How,  Charles  Hare, 
and  P.  H.  Cooty,  of  San  Francisco,  were  owners,  and  P.  H.  Cooty  was  master — sailed, 
March  27,  1865.  from  the  port  of  San  Pedro,  on  a  whaling  cruise,  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was 
captured  by  the  Shenandoah  June  26,  1865,  and  burned. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  bark $35,000  00 

Boats  and  other  outfits 20,000  00 

on  on  board 7,087  50 

Estimated  damage  in  loss  of  future  catching  of  oil 218,125  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  as  insurers  of  the  Union 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  risk  on  ship  and 
outfit 20,000  00 

The  bark  Gipsev,  recnstered  at  New  Bedford,  of  110  tons  burden— whereof  Thomas  Man 
dell  and  Sophia  Ann  Howland,  of  New  Bedford ;  Edward  M.  Cleaveland,  of  Nantucket ; 
and  Edward  Mott  Robinson,  of  New  York  citv,  were  owners,  and  Orlando  6.  Robinson  was 
master — sailed  from  New  Bedford  May  28,  1862,  for  the  Pacific  ocean,  on  a  whaling  voy- 
age ;  was  captured  June  26,  1865,  in  latitude  64*^  30'  north,  distant  five  or  six  miles  from 
western  shore  of  Behring  straits,  and  burned. 
The  owners  claim  for  value  of  bark |20,000  00 

For  whaling  outfit .^.,,.-«^..      40,000  00 

"  Digitized  by  VJ^ 

13  DO  ^ 


194  DIPLOMATIC   C0BBE8P0KDENCE. 

Oil  and  bone  on  board (10,663  75 

Value  of  prospective  catchlnan 49,075  00 

The  master,  Orlando  G.  Robinson,  for  merchandise,  fins,  whalebone,  whale 

teeth.  &c 7,211  00 

The  first  mate,  John  Callen,  for  whalebone,  tobacco,  clothing,  and  instniments  1,200  00 

The  Colombian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  bark  and  outfit  14, 000  00 
The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  insurers  of  bark  and 

outfit 10,000  00 

The  ship  Hillman,  of  382||^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford — ^whereof  William  0. 
Taber,  John  Hunt,  deceased,  Henry  Tabert,  James  Arnold,  Robert  Tuckorman,  William  J. 
Rotch,  Joseph  Brownell,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Mary  E.  Gordon,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
were  owners,  and  J.  A.  Macomber,  master — sailed  from  Honolulu  May  2, 1865,  on  a  whaling 
voyage  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was  captured  June  28, 1865,  within  the  headlands  of  Cape 
East  and  the  North  Cape  of  St.  Lawrence  bay,  and  burned. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  vessel $20,000  00 

Outfits,  $40,000,  and  oil  on  board,  $10,489  75 50,489  75 

Value  of  reasonable  prospective  catchings 54,675  00 

John  A.  Maoomber,  master,  for  fins,  shells,  instruments,  books,  clothing,  and 

expenses 962  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurer  of  sundry 

owners  on  ship  and  outfits 21,500  00 

As  reinsurers  of  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Bedford,  on  ship 

and  outfit 4,750  00 

The  bark  Congress,  of  376  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford— whereof  Gideon  Allen, 
Gilbert  Allen,  F.  £.  Stanburv,  Joseph  Clark,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  Jonathan  Smith,  Eliza 
W.  Allen,  George  Homer,  and  Frederick  Homer  were  owners,  and  the  said  F.  E.  Stanbnry 
was  master — sailed  from  New  Bedford,  June  3, 1863,  for  the  Pacific  and  Arctic  oceans ;  sailed 
from  Honolulu  under  command  of  David  D.  Wood,  the  original  master  being  sick,  for  the 
Arctic  ocean,  and  was  captured  June  28,  1865,  between  the  headlands  of  Cape  East  and 
North  Cape  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  burned. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  bark  and  outfit $56,000  00 

Whale  oil  and  bone  on  board 33,845  00 

And  for  prospective  catchings 53,075  00 

Daniel  D.  Wood,  master,  personal  effects,  &c 982  00 

The  ship  Isaac  Howland,  399jftr  tons  burden,  registered  atNew  Bedford — whereof  Edward 
D.  Maudell,  Charles  R.  Tucker,  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  and  Thomas  Mandell,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  Edward  Mott  Robinson,  of  New  York  city,  were  owners,  Jeremiah  Ludlow,  master- 
sailed  from  New  Bedford,  October  19,  1864,  for  the  Pacific  and  Arctic  oceans ;  captured  June 
2!^^  near  the  point  of  Cape  East  and  North  Cape  of  St.  Lawrence,  plundered  and  burned. 

The  owners  claim,  subject  to  abatement  for  insurance,  for  value  of  ship  and 

outfit $65,000  00 

For  oil  and  bone  on  board 48,554  00 

And  for  prospective  catchings 53,075  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon  ship 

and  outfit 16,250  00 

And  upon  catchings 7,750  00 

And  as  reinsurers  of  the  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 

on  ship  and  outfit 14,000  00 

Jeremiah  Ludlow,  master,  personal  effects 710  00 

The  bark  Catherine,  of  384J§  tons  burden,  restored  at  New  London— whereof  John  Hem- 
stead,  James  Smith,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Heniy  P.  Havens,  Robert  B.  Smith,  and  Mrs. 
Eliza  B.  Edgar,  of  New  London,  and  Samuel  Willetts  and  Grinnell,  Mintum  &  Co.,  New 
York,  were  owners,  and  Wm.  H.  Phillips  was  master— sailed  from  Honolulu,  April,  1865,  for 
a  whaling  voyage  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was  captured  June  26,  1865,  in  Behiing*s  straits,  off 
Masenka  bay. 

The  owners  claim  for  oil,  about $18,328  75 

James  0*DonnelI,  of  San  Francisco,  4th  officer,  for  goods,  &c.,  have  in  catch.  3, 800  00 
The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  ship  and 

outfit 11,676  00 

As  reinsurers  of  Ocean  Mutual  Insurance  Company  upon  ship  and  outfit 15,  OOO  00 

The  bark  Waverly,  of  327  A  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford— whereof  David  B, 
Kempton,  Peleg  Slocum,  Frederick  Slocum,  Stephen  N.  Potter,  ^^deceased, )  Wm.  J.  Rotch, 
Benjamin  B.  Covell,  Rudolphus  Beetle,  and  John  A.  Rodgers,  of  New  Bedrid,  and  Gideon 
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Richmond,  of  Di^hton,  Mass.,  were  owners,  and  Richard  HoUej  was  master — sailed  from 
HoDolula,  April  12,  1865,  on  a  whaling  voyage  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was  captured  June  26, 
1865,  in  Behring*s  straits,  and  burned. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  Insurers  of 

ship  and  outfits $31,250  00 

Richard  HoUej,  master,  personal  effects  and  expenses 1, 732  00 

The  Susan  Abigail,  of  159^«  tons  burden — whereof  Shed  &  Wright  were  owners — sailed 
from  San  Francisco  on  a  whaling  voyage  April  27,  1865,  and  was  captured  and  burned  in 
the  Auyder  sea. 

The  owners  claim  for  the  brig,  outfit,  stores,  and  merchandise  on  board $41, 123  37 

And  for  estimated  season's  catch  destroyed,  and  profits  of  trade  in  ivory 225, 848  37 

The  bark  Covinffton,  of  350|J  tons  burden,  registered  at  Bristol  and  Warren — whereof 
Charles  T.  Childs,  Shubal  P.  Childs,  Guy  M.  Fessenden,  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island  ;  John 
L.  Jenks,  of  Edgartown,  Massachusetts ;  Thomas  L.  Jenks  and  Samuel  Talbot,  of  Boston ; 
David  S.  Wilson,  Thomas  G.  Wilson,  Henry  R.  Wilson,  and  James  G.  Wilson,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  were  owners,  and  John  L.  Jenks  master — sailed  November  22,  1864,  from  Hono- 
lulu on  a  whaling  voyage ;  was  captured  and  burned  June  28,  1865,  in  Behring's  straits 

The  owners  claim  for  the  value  of  the  bark  (less  $12,748  75  received  upon  in- 
surance policies) $17,251  25 

Loss  of  outfit,  stores,  and  cargo 25,110  25 

For  prospective  catch  and  pronts 61,506  90 

For  effects,  dec,  of  John  C.  Mosher,  mate 514  00 

Charles  Smith  Downs,  seaman,  for  share  of  oil,  wages,  clothing,  &c 889  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  bark, 

catch,  &c 15,000  00 

The  D.  Godfrey,  Samuel  W.  Hallett,  master,  from  Boston,  October  6, 1864,  to  Valparaiso, 
with  general  cargo,  burned  November  7,  1864,  in  latitude  6°  25',  longitude  27^^  15'  west. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  upon 

merchandise  on  board,  of  the  Ames  Plough  Company $863  00 

The  bark  Nimrod,  registered  at  New  Bedford,  of  340f  J  tons  burden — whereof  William  Gif- 
ford,  of  New  Bedford ;  Nathaniel  C.  Casey,  of  Nantucket ;  Nehemiah  P.  Baker,  of  Falmouth ; 
Luther  Potter,  Josiah  Sherman,  Wanton  H.  Sherman,  and  Isaac  R.  Gifford,  of  Westport, 
were  owners,  and  James  M.  Clark  was  master — sailed  from  New  Bedford,  April  15,  1863, 
bound  on  a  whaling  vovajge  and  fitted  for  forty- eight  months;  was  captured  June  25,  1865, 
off  Indian  Point,  in  Behring*s  straits,  and  burned,  with  cargo  and  stores. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  of 

vessel  and  outfit $28,000  00 

The  owners,  protesting  against  any  diminution  of  their  damages  by  reason  of 
the  receipt  of  insurance  by  them,  claim  for  loss  of  vessel  and  outfit,  whale 
oil  and  bone  on  board,  and  damages  by  breaking  up  the  voyage 238, 280  87 

Wellington  Weaver,  of  San  Francisco,  late  first  officer,  for  personal  effects,  share 

in  the  catch  of  oil  and  bone,  and  in  prospective  catchiugs 8, 500  00 

The  ship  Euphrates,  of  364|f  tons,  registered  at  New  Bedford — whereof  Edward  W.  How- 
land,  Joseph  Grinnell,  George  Barney,  and  Cornelius  How  land,  jr.,  executors  of  Cornelius 
Rowland,  deceased ;  George  Barney,  in  his  own  right ;  and  Frederick  S.  Gifford,  of  ^ew 
Bedford ;  Abraham  R.  Giilord,  of  Westport,  Massachusetts  ;  Andrew  Howland,  of  Boston ; 
and  Henry  Grinnell,  of  New  York,  were  owners,  and  Thomas  B.  Hathaway  was  master, 
sailed  from  Honolulu,  April  29,  1865,  on  a  whaling  voyage;  was  captured  June  21 ,  1865, 
near  Behring^s  strfuts,  and  about  15  miles  northeast  of  Cape  Madeus,  with  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owners  claim,  for  value  of  ship  and  outfit,  oil  and  whalebone  on  board. ..     $67, 813  50 

For  damage  in  breaking  up  voyage 100, 875  00 

Of  the  owners,  Joseph  Grinnell  and  Henry  Grinnell  were  insured,  and  had  re- 
ceived payment  of  their  losses  to  the  extent  of , - 9,750  00 

The  other  owners  had  no  indemnity  or  satisfaction. 

The  ship  Edward  Casey,  357S|  tons  burden,  registered  in  San  Francisco— whereof  Charles 
Hare,  of  San  Francisco,  was  sole  owner,  and  George  D.  Bak<)r  was  master — sailed  from  San 
Francisco,  January  !^  1865,  on  a  whaling  voyage.  The  ship  and  outfit,  having  cost 
$42,962  20,  was  captured  and  burned  April  3,  1865,  in  latitude  eP  50'  south,  longitude  168^ 
east. 

The  owners  claim  for  loss  of  ship  and  outfit  and  breaking  up  of  voyage $1^)9,582  70 
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The  ship  Abigail,  309$  j  tons  burden,  regiBtered  at  New  Bedford — whereof  Laren  SnoWf 
Oliver  Crocker,  George  O.  Crocker,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  of  New  Bedford ;  and  Ebenezer  P. 
Nye,  of  Picasset,  Massachosetts,  were  owners,  and  the  said  Nye  was  master — sailed  horn 
Yokohama,  April  13,  1865,  on  a  whaling  voyage ;  was  captured  and  burned  May  27,  1865, 
off  Cape  Oliver,  in  Okhotsk  sea. 

The  owners  claim  for  bark,  outfit,  oil  onboard |61,543  50 

Damages  by  breaking  up  voyage 169,849  SO 

Ebenezer  F.  Nye,  master,  for  loss  of  goods  on  board 12,505  00 

James  F.  Taber,  mate,  for  private  effects ^ 610  50 

The  bark  Josiah  Swift,  454  g'^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford — whereof  Jveh  Swift, 
jr.,  Frederick  S.  Allen,  Oliver  Crooker,  George  O.  Crooker,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Par- 
don Tillinghast,  Jas.  H.  Howland,  Abraham  Dellano,  Allen  Case,  Joseph  Clarke,  Nancy  S. 
Billings,  of  New  Bedford ;  Humphrey  H.  Swift  and  William  A.  Russell,  of  New  York,  weie 
owners,  and  Thomas  W.  Williams  was  master — sailed  from  Honolulu  on  a  whalinff  voyage 
April,  1865 ;  was  captured  June  22,  1865,  off  Cape  Thaddeus,  in  the  North  Pacific  ocean, 
and  burned. 

The  owners  claim  for  damges (223,587  50 

Thomas  W.  Williams,  master,  private  effiDcts 963  00 

James  O.  Aveline.  fiiist  mate 180  25 

The  ship  General  Williams,  419}^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  London—whereof  Charles 
Barnes,  Henry  R.  Bond,  Acors  Barnes,  William  H.  Barnes,  of  New  London;  William  Wil- 
liams and  Harriet  P.  Williams,  of  Norwich ;  George  C.  Bei^amin,  of  Boston ;  and  Grinnell 
Mintnm  &.  Co.,  of  New  York,  were  owners,  William  Benjamin,  master — sailed  from  Hono- 
lulu, December  22,  1864,  on  a  whaling  voyage  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was  captured  and  burned 
June  25,  1H65,  near  island  of  St.  Lawrence. 

The  owners  claim  damages  by  her  destruction,  (over  and  above  $44,673  20  net 

insurancereceivedby  them) $40,503  85 

Wm.  Benjamin,  master 1,215  00 

Asa  Benjamin,  first  mate 270  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  ship, 

outfit  and  catchings 23,7^  00 

The  bark  Favorite,  2934|  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Bedford — ^whereof  Farman  R. 
Whitwell,  and  Hannah  Whit  well,  of  Fair  Haven;  Thomas  G.  Younff,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
Anna  E.  W.  Richardson,  of  Nunda;  and  Georgia  W.  Moore,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  were 
owners,  Thomas  G.  Young,  master — sailed  from  Kanagawa,  April  28,  1865,  on  a  whaling 
voyage  in  the  Arctic  ocean ;  was  captured  and  burned  June  28,  1865,  while  beating  up  Beh- 
ring's  straits. 
The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim  as  insurers  and  assignees  of 

the  owners  for  loss  paid  on  vessel  and  outfit $40,000  00 

Thos«  G.Young,  late  master,  for  loss  of  private  effects 1,496  *i5 

The  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey.—Frands  M.  Ashton,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  late  an  offi* 
cer  of  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey,  destroyed  by  the  Shenandoah  near  latitude  1^  north, 
longitude  28^  west,  claims  for  loss  of  wages,  books,  expenses,  and  personal 
injury $3,060  00 

Ship  Nassau. — Mrs.  William  C.  Paine,  of  Boston,  claims  for  her  share  one-eighth  of  the 
ship  Nassau,  burned  in  the  Arctic  ocean  June  28,  1865 $10,000  00 

The  bark  Martha. — Joshua  L.Macomber,  late  master  of  the  bark  Martha,  of  New  Bedford. 

For  personal  effects,  &c $3,175  00 

James  Bowden,  first  mate 700  00 

Charles  H.  Smith,  second  mate 025  00 

Ship  Sophia  Thornton. — John  W.  Thoinpson,  late  chief  mate  of  ship  Sophia  Thornton,  of 
New  Bedford,  claims  for  loss  of  personal  effect,  expenses,  &e •  $674  00 

FLORIDA 

The  following  is  an  abstracf  of  the  claims  filed  in  the  Department  of  State,  by  American 
citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  and  by  corporations  organize^i  and  doing  business  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  respectively  located,  for  damages  sustained  by  them, 
98  the  owners,  mariners,  freighters,  or  insurers  of  duly  documented  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  captured  and  destroyed  or  appropriated  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Flor- 
ida, and  as  owners,  insurers,  or  othenvise  interested  in  the  caigoes  of  such  ships,  or  in  chaitar 
parties  for  the  service  of  such  ships: 

The  Red  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  a  ship  of  1,038  tons  burden,  whereof  A.  H.  Lucas  was  mas- 
ter, and  Francis  Boyd,  of  Boston,  was  owner,  sailed  from  Boston,  May  22,  1863,  laden  wiUi 
ice  and  general  cargo»  for  Hong  Kong,  China,  a  portion  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  said  Fma- 
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ds  Boyd,  and  the  remidiiing  capacity  of  the  ship,  after  reserving^  room  for  coal  for  ballast, 
was  chartered  to  Everett  6l  Co.,  of  Boston,  for  the  outward  voyage,  for  $12,000,  in  Mexican 
dollars.  On  Jane  14,  1863,  in  aboat  latitude  8^  SO'  north,  looffitude  34^  40'  west,  was  cap- 
tured, the  car^  plundered,  from  day  to  day,  by  the  officers  ana  crew  of  the  Florida,  and  toe 
ship  and  remidnaer  of  the  cargo  burned  June  1%,  1863,  in  longitude  47<^,  latitude  29^  north, 
or  thereabouts. 
The  owner  claims,  for  himself  and  his  underfnriters,  as  follows,  viz : 

For  value  of  ship  and  outfit $56,000  00 

For  value  of  part  of  cargo  belonging  to  him 9,294  79 

For  value  of  charter*  on  outward  voyage 18,624  44 

Inctudine  exchange  on            ,  lees  value  of  homeward  freight 25, 000  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  Everett  Sc 

Co.,  on  cargo 9,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon 

cargo  of  Thos.  B.  Everett 4,200  00 

Same  company,  as  insurers  upon  cargo  of  Henry  P.  Blanchard 1,000  00 

The  ship  Commonwealth,  of  1,275A  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  Tork—whereof 
George  S.  McClellan  was  master,  and  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  jr.,  Adrian 
J.  Mann,  of  Boston ;  Messrs.  Charles  L.  Colby,  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  Gardner  Colby 
of  Boston ;  Thos.  Hastings,  Henry  Scudder,  Thos.  M.  Hastings,  Albert  Dunbar,  of  Brew- 
ster, Massachusetts ;  Frederic  Dunbar,  of  Yarmouth,  Massachusetts ;  Geo.  Cogswell,  of 
Bradford ;  Wm.  N.  Botson,  now  deceased;  of  Boston ;  and  the  said  Geo.  S.  McCleUan,  were 
owners — sailed  March  19,  1863,  laden  with  general  cargo  and  government  stores,  for  San 
Francisco;  was  captured,  plundered,  and  burned  April  17, 1863,  about  thirty  miles  south  of 
the  equator,  in  longitude  about  30^  west 

N.  P.  Mann  &,  Co.  claim,  as  owners  of  one-fourth  of  ship  and  of  freight $22,250  00 

The  Metropolitan  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  as  insurers  of  Dunbar  &, 

Colby,  onfieight 2,000  00 

(}eo.  J.  Brooks  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  for  merchandise 1,235  00 

Dimon  Hubbard,  of  Maiden,  Massachusetts 635  50 

Thomas  Emery's  Sons,  of  Cincinnati,  claim  for  merchandise  and  premium  of 

insurance 4,488  20 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and  assignees  upon 
cargo,  as  follows : 

OfE.  &H.  T.  Anthony $353  00 

Dunbar,  Hobart  &  Co 4,637  00 

Hertxog&Co 5,000  00 

J.B.  Newton&Co 2,000  00 

Zom&Cd 60  00 

Kennedy  &  Bell 6,891  00 

H.  W.  Bragg  A  Co 1,141  00 

W.  S.  Bancroft 1,000  00 

WilletC.  Ward  &  Co 2,583  00 

C.  H.  Benedict  &,  Co 4,050  00 

John  D.  Wing. 1,400  00 

N.  Kellogg&Co 397  00 

Hawley  A;Co 1,000  00 

Kelly,  Mott&  Co 484  00 

Charles  W.  Crosby 1,870  00 

Robert  L.  Taylor 4,000  00 

Roes,  Dempster  <& Co 7,227  00 

Brewster  &  Co 1,445  00 

8.  Hausmann 1,600  00 

DemasS.  Barnes  A;  Co 1,200  00 

J.  H.  Cogghill  &  Co. 3,600  00 

C.  H.  Grant&Co 500  00 

Charles  W.  Crosby  &  Co 7,150  00 

Mitchell  Vance  A  Co 300  00 

Kelly,  Mott&Co 2,216  00 

Making,  in  all,  the  sum  of 62,044  00 

Robert  Morrison  A  Co.  claim,  for  merchandise $6,394  20 
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The  Pacific  Mataal  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and  assignees  upon 
property,  as  follows : 

OfMorns  Speyer $1,855  00 

W.  8.  Toole 1,100  00 

William  Seligman  &Co 7,500  00 

Cornelius  Comstock 2,818  00 

John  Keys 291  00 

Making,  in  all,  the  sum  of- 13,564  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  of  merchan- 
dise in  the  Commonwealth,  and  by  subrogation  to  the  rights  of  Josiah 
Macy's  8ons,of  New  York,for  $1,887,  and  H.Dopmann  &  Co., of  New  York, 

for $1,600— making $2,887  00 

The  Columbia  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  upon  freight 
of  Dunbar  Sl  Colby,  $10,000;  of  same  primage,  $2,000;  of  same  cargo, 

$5,000;  B.  Marche  &  Bro.,  cargo,  $428— making 17,428  00 

Van  Winkle  &  Duncan,  of  New  York,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 893  09 

Hostetter  &  Smith,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 2, 072  09 

Coffin,  Reddingtou  &  Co. ,  of  New  York,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 3, 342  63 

Murphy,  Grant  &  Co. ,  of  New  York,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 15, 288  77 

Van  Antwerp  and  Mapol  claim  for  merchandise  lost 714  18 

Emanuel  Rosenfeldt  and  Jacob  Rosenfeldt,  of  New  York  city,  claim  for  mer- 
chandise   18,744  96 

J.  Heller  &  Bros.,  at  New  York,  and  M.  Heller  &  Bros.,  at  San  Francisco, 

(one  firm,)  claim  for  merchandise 4,008  24 

James  de  la  Montauga,  of  San  Francisco,  claims  for  merchandise 1, 375  15 

Jacob  Zack,  of  San  Francisco,  claims  for  loss 1,253  96 

John  Taylor,  of  San  Francisco,  claims  for  goods 904  88 

John  Young  Hallock.  Miles  B.  Carpenter,  Harry  C.  Parker,  and  Christian 

Christiansen,  k  1  %ati  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 2, 948  80 

David  Nichols  Hawley,  Walter  Nichols,  and  George  Thomas  Hawley,  of  San 

Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 8,49G  19 

Thomas  Dav,  of  San  Francisco,  claims  for  goods 5,316  69 

Charles  William  Armes,  George  Willis  Armes,  and  Richard  B.  Dallahu,  of  San 

Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 1,903  61 

Joseph  Pollock,  of  New  York,  and  Leopold  Pollock,  of  San  Francisco,  claim 

for  goods  destropred 253  80 

Edward  Burke,  Benjamin  and  William  Franklin  Whittier,  of  San  Francisco, 

claim  for  goods  destroyed 1, 745  94 

H.  Cohen  &  Co.,  of  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  claim  for  merchandise....  5,222  ZS 

John  E.  Louer,  of  New  York,  claims  for  goods  lost 474  18 

William  Heller,  of  New  York,  Louis  Sacks  and  Martin  Sacks,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  claim  for  goods  lost,  (subject  to  reduction  of  $4, 192  for  in- 
surance)   9,683  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claim  as  insurers  upon 

ship  Commonwealth,  of  Harry  Scudder  &  Co 5,000  00 

Of  Dunbar  &  Colby 17,500  00 

The  American  ship  Jacob  Bell,  of  1,380}^  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  York — whereof 

Charles  H.  Frisbie  was  master,  and  Abril  A.  Low,  Josiah  O.  Low,  Edward  H.  R.  Lyman, 
and  Harriet  W.  Bell,  of  New  York  city ;  Susan  D.  Brown,  of  Princeton,  and  Frederick  F. 
Cornell,  of  Somerville,  New  Jersey ;  Frederick  L.  Washbume,  of  Boston;  Edward  King  and 
William  H.  King,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  were  sole  owners — sailed  from  Fou-Chou, China, 
November  8,  1862,  with  a  cargo  for  New  York ;  was  captured  and  burned,  with  the  cargo, 
Februaiy  12,  1863,  in  latitude  24^  north,  longitude  65°  58'  west,  by  the  Florida. 

A.  A.  Low  &,  Brothers  claim,  as  owners  and  assignees  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  as  follows: 

For  value  of  ship,  ($10,000  only  insured) $22,783  00 

Merchandise,  (on  which  $45,000  insurance) 94,922  30 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claims,  as  assignees  of  A.  A.  Low  & 

Brothers,  on  merchandise 10,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  upon 

cargo  of  Jacob  Bell,  and  assignees  of  Pickering,  Winslow  &,  Co.,  of  Boston  $1 ,  600  00 

Of  WUliams  &  Hall,  Boston 6,600  00 

Young  &  Emmons 9,000  00 

BercHinA  Crane 8,312  00 
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We8ton&  Grey $93,563  00 

Frothingham  &  Bailey 3,000  00 

Oliphants,  Son  &  Co 3,808  00 

Amounting  to 124,883  00 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Infiurance  Company  of  New  York  claims,  as  insurers 
of  ship  and  cargo,  and  assignee  of  A.  A.  Low  &.  Brothers  on  three- 
twentieths  of  hull,  &c $17,500  00 

Mrs.  Martha  N.  Williams,  of  Utica,  N.  T.,  claims  for  furniture,  books,  and 

clothing,  and  other  personal  effects,  (in  gold) 1,653  18 

Charles  W.  Johnson,  minor  son  of  John  W.  Johnson,  American  missionary  at 

Swatow,  claims  for  clothing,  &c.,  (in  gold) 200  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and  by 

subrogation  to  the  rights  of  sufferers  by  loss  of  the  Jacob  Bell 22, 119  00 

The  Oneida,  an  American  ship  of  420|)-  tons  burden,  duly  registered  at  New  York — whereof 
Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  of  New  Bedford,  was  sole  owner,  and  Jesse  F.  Potter  was  master — 
sailed  from  Shanghai  January  24,  1863,  with  a  cargo  partly  as  freight  and  partly  on  owner's 
account,  and  was  captured  April  24,  1863,  in  latitude  F  40'  south,  longitude  ^  10'  west, 
by  the  Florida,  pillaged  and  burned,  with  cargo  and  stores. 

The  owner  claims  aamages  as  follows : 

For  losses  on  vessel,  valued  at  $25,000,  deducting  amount  paid  by  underwriters, 

$15, 000 — ^less  premium  of  insurance,  $  1 ,  802--$  13, 198,  making  loss  on  ship .    $11, 802  00 

For  loss  on  cargo,  after  deducting  the  sums  paid  by  underwriters,  less  premium .      73, 542  24 

Loss  on  freight  list,  after  deductions 1,294  37 

The  Metropolitan  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claims,  as  reinsurers  and 

assignees  of  the  Baltimore  Marine  Insurance  Company,  on  the  cargo 5, 000  00 

The  Washing^n  Insurance  Company  of  Boston  claims,  as  reinsurers  of  the 
New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  upon  cargo,  of  Thomas  S.  Hath- 
away          5,000  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claims,  as  insurers  of  profits  on  cargo 

of  T.  S.  Hathaway 10,000  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claims,  as  insurers  of 

cargo 42,179  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claims,  as  reinsurers  of  Sun 

Mutual  Insurance  Company  on  cargo 30,000  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claims,  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  on  the  profits  of  the  ship 20, 000  00 

As  reinsurers  of  Mercantile  Mutual  Insurance  Company 3, 300  00 

The  American  ship  Star  of  Peace,  of  941}^  tons  burden,  dulv  registered  at  Boston — 
whereof  Charles  Hill  and  Charles  F.  Hill,  of  West  Roxbury ;  John  Currier,  jr.,  of  New- 
buryport  Massachusetts ;  and  William  Lambert,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  were  the 
sole  owners,  and  Francis  M  Hinckley  was  master— sailed  from  Calcutta  December  8,  1862, 
with  cargo,  bound  for  Boston,  and  was  captured  by  the  Florida,  March  6,  1863,  in  latitude 
15^  north,  longitude  51^  west,  plundered  and  burned,  with  remaining  cargo. 

The  owners  claim  the  value  of  the  ship  and  outfit,  $56, 500 ;  for  freight  and 

cargo,  $27,384 ,..    $83,884  00 

The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston  claim,  as  insurers  and  as- 
signees of  Charles  Hill,  on  ship 6,000  00 

Of  B.  H.  Lisbee,  upon  profits  on  property  of  ship 8,000  00 

Heni^DuPont,  Eluther  DuPont,  Lammont  DuFont,  and  Eugene  DuPont,  of 

Wilmington,  Delaware,  claim  for  cargo 22,000  00 

The  Commercial  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and  as- 
signees of  Curtis  &.  Peabody,  of  Boston,  upon  merchandise 10, 000  00 

As  reinsurers  of  the  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 3, 815  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and 
assignees  of  £.  J.  DuPont,  DeNemours  &>  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  on  mer- 
chandise         5,000  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  assignees  or  subrogated  to  the 
rights  of  parties  damaged  by  the  loss  of  the  ship,  as  follows : 

Curtis  &  Peabody,  of  Boston,  upon  profits  on  merchandise $8,000  00 

B.  H.  Sllsbee,  upon  merchandise 8,652  00 

E.  J.  DuPont,  DeNemours  &  Co.,  of  Wihnington,  Delaware 1 5, 000  00 

The  Manufiftcturers*  Insurance  Company  of  BMton,  (on  reinsurance) 10, 000  00 

InaU ^      41,662  00 
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The  Columbian  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  daim,  as  inauren 

and  assignees  of  Charles  F.  Hill,  upon  freij^ht  and  vessel $10,000  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim,as  insurers  and  assignees  of  J. 
S.  Farlon  &,  Co.,  Hiram  Hutchinson,  Toung  &,  Emmons,  J.  G.  Wild, 
and  W.  H.  Goodwin,  T.  Salter,  Frederick  Dan,  Dana  &  Co.,  George  M. 
Baupond,  and  W.  C.  Codman— in  all 109,749  00 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Bofton  claims,  as 

insurers  of  John  S.  Farlon  &^  Co 2,500  00 

As  reinsurers  of  China  Mutual  Insurance  Company 10,000  00 

The  ship  Electric  Spark,  of  Philadelphia,  of  810  tons  burden— whereof  William  J.Taylor, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  owner,  and  John  C.  Graham  was  master— sailed  from  New  Tork,  Juhr 
9,  1864,  bound  for  New  Orleans  with  a  full  cargo,  and  was  captured  by  the  Florida,  July  10, 
1864. 

The  owner  claims,  for  the  value  of  the  vessel,  her  outfit,  and  coal $166,000  00 

Edward  Anthony,  H.  T.  Anthony  &.  Co.,  claim  for  merchandise 1,708  51 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  claims,  as  insurers  upon 

cargo 48,153  00 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork,  as  instirers  upon 

cargo 350  00 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  cl^m,  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  Isaac  Hobart,  of  New  Tork,  on  cargo 48,153  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  claims,  as  reinsurers  of 

Mutual  Insurance  Company,  on  cargo $40,000  00 

Of  J.  R.  Bassett,  on  cargo 900  00 

40,900  00 


Samuel  Perry,  Charles  8.  Perry,  and  S.  B.  Potter,  claim  for  merchandise  lost.      $2, 455  09 
Tuthill,  Miller  &,  Co.,  of  New  Tork,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 896  32 

The  ship  Avon,  of  Boston,  of  946||  tons  burden,  duly  registered  at  Kennebunk— whereof 
Hartley  Lord  and  Heniy  C.  Lord  of  Boston ;  Daniel  Cleares  and  John  W.  Deering,  of  Saoo ; 
George  Wise  and  M.  0.  Matting,  of  Eennebunk,  Maine ;  and  Alfred  Howes,  of  Dennis, 
Massachusetts,  were  the  sole  owners ;  and  the  said  Alfred  Howes  was  master— was  laden 
with  a  cargo  at  Howland's  island,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  for  Queenstown,  Ireland,  for  orders, 
and  thonce  to  a  port  of  dischar^;  she  sailed  frx>m  Howland*s  island  December  31,  1863, 
and  was  captured  by  the  Florida  March  29,  1864,  plundered  and  burned  on  tLe  next  day, 
with  her  cargo. 

The  owners  claim  for  value  of  the  vessel,  $80, 000,  and  for  freight  on  charter 

money,  $50,000— making $130  000  OO 

Alfred  Howes  claims  for  loss  of  primage,  money,  chests,  instruments,  &«.....        3,000  00 

And  H.  C.  Flynn,  mate,  for  wearing  apparel,  &€ 500  OO 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Conipany  of  New  Tork  claim  as  insurers,  and  by 

subrogation  to  the  rights  of  Hartley,  Lord  &  Co 9,000  OO 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  claim,  as  insurers  upon  cargo 

of  GUddon  &  Williams 7,000  00 

The  ship  Crown  Point,  of  l,098ff  tons  burden,  duly  renstered  at  the  port  of  New  Tork — 
whereof  John  N.  Grist  was  master — sailed  from  New  York  April  9,  1863,  bound  for  San 
Frandscq,  and  on  the  13th  of  May,  1863,  about  seventy  miles  northeast  from  Pemambuco, 
was  captured  and  burned,  with  her  cargo,  by  the  crew  of  the  Florida. 

Fuller,  Lord  &>  Co.,  of  New  Tork^  claim  for  merchandise  lost $5, 280  28 

8.  Morris,  Locke  &,  Montague,  of  New  Tork,  claim  for  merchandise 1, 675  74 

The  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  claim,  as  insurers 

and  assignees  of  John  Chadwick,  of  New  Tork,  on  merchandise  lost 2, 000  00 

And  of  Jay  L.  Adams,  of  New  Tork,  on  merchandise  lost 2,800  00 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork  claim,  as  insurers  of 
cargo,  and  assignees  of  Searles  6l  Williams,  $315 ;  Weis,  Keller  &.  Co., 
$4,162;  Brewster  &  Co.,  $625;  C.  Floyd  Jones,  $522;  Boss,  Dempter  & 
Co.,  $2,137 ;  J.  B.  Newton  &  Co.,  $1,000 ;  U.  S.  Bancroft,  $550;  Stephen 
Prichard,  $3,000;  SchoUe  Brothers,  $2,600;  Kelly,  Mott  &  Co.,  $854  ; 
Robert  L.  Taylor,  $1,200;  R.  W.  Ropes  &  Co.,  $300;  J.  H.  Coghill  &. 
Co.,  $1,780;  Eugene  Kelly,  $21,499;  £.  N.  Kellogg,  Sl  Co.,  $812; 
George  Howes  6l  Co.,  $8,000;  Fleisehmann  Sl  Cohn,  $176;  S.  Straus, 
Brothers  &,  Co.,  $8,500 ;  Freeman  Sl  Simpson,  $1,300 ;  Charles  W.  Crosby, 
$2,091;  UnderhiU  &  Co.,  $2,091— making  in  all  the  sum  of 63,453  00 
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William  Ward  Peck,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  claims  for  (floods  lost $1,091  68 

Dimon  Hubbard,  of  Maiden,  liassachnsetts,  claims  for  merchandise  lost 1 ,  308  98 

George  J.  Brooks  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  claims  for  merchandise  lost. 415  91 

Coffin,  Reddington  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  claims  for  goods  lost 2,906  92 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  claim  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  John  Ee^s,  of  New  York  upon  cargo 198  00 

Thomas  Smeiy's  Sons,  of  Cincinnati,  for  merchandise  lost 3, 634  30 

The  Metropolitan  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  claim  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  Roberts,  Morrison  &  Co.,  on  cargo 1,700  00 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim  damages  by  lose  of 
Crown  Point,  as  insurers  of  merchandise  subrogated  to  Steinway  ds  Sons 

for $375  00 

AndJ.M.&J.N.Plumb,  aUof  NewYotk 5,244  00 

Inall 5,619  00 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  ddm,  as  insurers  of  freight 

of  Henry  Cook $15,000  00 

On  cargo,  of  Neustadter  Brothers 4,100  00 

L.P.  Rose 621  00 

Clark  AWilber 3,254  00 

li,  McMurray  &  Co 900  00 

Holmes,  Goodwin  ds  Co. 7,250  00 

Dunbart,  Hobart&Co 2,162  00 

Clark  Wilber I,2r2  00 

Making 34,559  00 

Van  Winkle  &.  Dunn,  of  New  York,  daim  for  merchandise  lost $168  77 

Coffin,  Reddington  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  claim  for  merchandise  lost 2, 906  92 

J.  Heller  &  Brothers,  of  New  York,  and  M.  fieller  &  Brothers,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, claim  for  roods  lost 7,378  59 

LysaQder  Button,  of  New  York,  assignee  of  Robert  Blake,  of  the  same  place, 

and  in  his  own  right,  claims  for  merchandise  lost 1,137  25 

James  de  la  Montanya,  of  San  Francisco,  claims  for  merchandise  lost 5, 590  43 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  of  Boston,  claims,  as 

insurers  and  assignees  of  F.  Pierce  &  Co.,  on  property  lost 2,500  00 

Of  Curtis  Peabody  on  vessel 22,500  00 

On  reinsurance  of  Manufacturers*  Insurance  Company '. 3, 000  00 

John  Young  Wallach,  Miles  B.  Carpenter,  Henry  C.  Parker,  and  Christian 

Christiansen,  of  San  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 1,772  14 

David  Nichols  Hawley,  Walter  Nichols  Hawley,  and  George  Thomas  Hawley, 

of  San  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 6,255  03 

John  Wesley  Britton,  Alexander  Dunbar,  McDonald  Kimball,  and  C.  Eld- 
ridge,  of  San  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 2,491  57 

The  California  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  of  San  Francisco  claim,  as 

insurers  of  goods  lost,  and  as  assignees  of  Camerons,  Whittier  &  Co 3,398  30 

And  J.  R.  CoghiU  &  Co •. 350  00 

D.J.OUver 6,337  00 

Joseph  Pollock,  of  New  York,  and  Leopold  Pollods,  of  San  Frandsco,  daia 

forgoods  destroyed 932  28 

Abraham  S.  Rosenbaum,  Joseph  Brandenstein,  of  New  York,   and  Moses 

Rosenbaum,  of  San  Francisco,  claim  for  goods  lost 6,758  20 

H.  Cohen  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  daim  for  merchandise  lost 5,686  74 

JohnE.  Louer,  of  New  York,  claims  for  goods  lost 384  OO 

William  Heller,  of  New  York,  Louis  Sadis  and  Martin  Sachs,  of  San  Fran- 
dsco, California,  claim  forgoods  lost 9,604  61 

David   Alexander  Scrmisen,  Robert  Seckin  Scrmisen,  and  Daniel  BussSer 

Phillips,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  claim  for  goods  lost 307  00 

The  American  schooner  Aldebaran,  of  IS&H  tons  burden,  duly  enrolled  at  the  port  of 
Brookhaven,  and  afteorards  registered  at  the  port  of  New  York— whereof  Nebemiah  Hand 
and  Robert  W.  Hand,  of  Setai&et,  New  York,  were  the  sole  owners,  and  the  said  Robert 
W.  Hand  masters-sailed  from  New  York  February  27. 1863,  laden  wiUi  ageneral  cargo,  and 

bound  for  Maranham,  and  was  captured  March  13,  1863,  about  latitude  2^  16'  north,  longi- 
tude 51^  lO'  west,  by  the  Florida,  plundered  and  burned.  The  cargo  was  certified  to  belong 
to  Packenham  &  Beattie,  English  merchants  at  Maranham,  and  was  insured  In  London. 

The  owners  daim,  for  value  of  thevessd 120,000  00 

s»o«» m^^mO  ^J^ 
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Sail  and  sail-cloth - $1,698  K> 

Wages  advanced 160  00 

Master's  personal  effects 738  00 

Expenses  coming  home  from  Scotland 450  00 

Other  expenses 70  00 

In  all 24,556  85 

The  ship  Southend  Cross,  of  Boston — ^whereof  Benjamin  P.  Howes  was  master— swled 
from  Bella  Yista,  Mazatlan,  in  the  Golf  of  California,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1863,  laden  with 
a  careo  for  New  York.  On  the  6th  of  June,  1863,  she  was  plundered  and  burned  by  the 
Florida. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  of 

Baker  &  Morrell,  on  ship $30,000  00 

The  brig  William  C.  Clark,  of  Boston,  of  328  tons  burden — ^whereof  Benjamin  R.  Red- 
man was  mastei — sailed  on  June  3, 1864,  from  Machias,  bound,  with  cargo,  for  Matanzas ;  on 
the  17th  June,  1864,  in  latitude  2iP  5^  north,  longitude  64^  30'  west,  she  was  captured  by 
the  Florida. 

The  New  England  Mutual  Insurance  Company  claim,  as  insurers  on  said  brig, 

of  Pendleton  &  Rose $5,000  00 

The  schooner  Rienzi,  of  Provincetown,  Massachusetts— whereof  Gideon  Bowley  and 
Joshua  E.  Bowley,  of  Provincetown,  were  owners — sailed  from  Provincetown  June  1, 1863, 
on  a  whaling  voyage  in  the  Atlantic,  and  was  captured  by  the  Florida  on  July  8,  1863, 
about  seventy  miles  southwest  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  burned,  with  twenty  barrels  of 
oil  on  board. 

For  which  vessel,  stores,  and  oil,  the  owners  claim  damages $8, 487  00 

The  bark  Lapwing,  of  New  York,  of  590^  tons  burden,  duly  registered  at  the  port  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts — ^whereof  Eben  Bacon  and  William  B.  Bacon,  of  West  Rozbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  Daniel  G.  Bacon,  of  New  York  city,  were  the  sole  owners,  and  James 
Bolger,  master— sailed  from  Boston  March. 9,  1863,  laden  with  coal,  provisions,  and  other 
merchandise,  for  Batavia  and  Singapore.  On  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  about  latitude  31^ 
3r  north,  longitude  32^  30'  west,  was  captured  by  the  Florida,  and  became  a  total  loss. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  claim,  as  insurers  and 

assignees  of  D.  G.  &^W.  B.  Bacon $30,000  00 

And  on  ffffjths  of  certain  merchandise  belonging  to  the  same  parties 25,000  00 

Making,  inall 55.000  00 

GEORGIA. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  claims  filed  in  the  Department  of  State  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  dulv  registered  and  documented  vessels  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
owners,  mariners,  freighters,  and  Insurers  of  such  vessels,  and  of  the  cargoes  thereof,  or 
otherwise  interested  in  such  cargoes,  or  in  charter  parties  for  the  service  of  such  ships,  wMch 
ships  and  cargoes  were  captured  and  appropriatea  or  destroyed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Georgia,  formerly  called  the  Japan,  a  British  vessel,  fitted  out  and  manned  in  British 
ports: 

The  Constitution,  of  997flf  tons,  a  ship  registered  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia — whereof 
Joseph  Welsford,  of  New  York  city,  was  sole  owner,  and  Joseph  Webster  master — sailed 
from  Philadelphia  April  27,  1863,  laden  with  coal  and  bread  for  Shanghai,  China;  was  cap- 
tured June  25,  1863,  near  the  island  of  Trinidad,  in  latitude  20^  30^  south,  longitude  2^^ 
16^  west,  plundered,  and  kept  by  the  captors. 

The  Mercantile  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  cltdm,  as  insurers 

upon  the  said  ship  and  upon  freight $12,500  00 

The  Cfolumbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon  ship  and 

freight 10,000  00 

As  insurers  of  Joseph  Webster  on  cargo 3,500  00 

The  ship  Bold  Hunter,  of  797fti  tons  burden,  registered  at  the  port  of  Charlestown  and 
Boston — whereof  Paul  Sears  and  Reuben  Hopkins,  of  Boston ;  Rowland  H.  Crosby,  of 
West  Cambridge;  James  Smith,  of  Cambridgeport ;  Alexander  H.  Childs,  of  Bimistable; 
Solomon  Taylor,  of  Yarmouth;  and  William  M.  Batson,  of  N«w  Orleans,  were  ownen; 
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Rowland  H.  Croeibfjt  master— sailed  from  Dandee  September  10, 1863,  ladenVith  coals,  and 
bound  for  Calcutta ;  was  captured  October  9,  1863,  about  latitude  19^  north,  longitude  20^ 
35'  west,  pillaged  and  bum<^. 

The  owners  of  fifteen-sixteenths  of  the  ^p  daim,  for  the  value  of  their  interest.  $50, 625  00 
The  Washington  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  as  insurers  of  Grace  Batson, 

on  ship 3,000  OO 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  Tork,  as  insurers  of  the  ship 

and  freight 7,000  Oa 

The  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  as  insurers  upon  ship....  16,000  00 

The  ship  Dictator,  of  1,293  tons  burden,  registered  at  New  York,  whereof  Charles  R. 
Given  was  sole  owner,  sailed  from  Liverpool  April  6,  1863,  bound  to  Hong  Kong,  China; 
was  captured  and  burned  April  25,  1863,  m  latitude  25^  north,  longitude  2P  50'  west. 

The  owner  claims,  for  value  of  ship  and  outfit ^..    $90,390  00 

For  value  of  fireight 16,180  00 

Good  Hope.~Jasiei  Goddard  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  claim,  for  destruction  of  bark  Good  Hope, 
the  value  of  the  vessel,  outfit  and  cargo,  and  damages  for  breaking  up  of  voyage*  $110,000  00. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1269.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Septeniber  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  Little  has  happened  this  week  to  varj  the  ordinary  dullness  of  this 
season  of  the  year  in  this  city.  The  only  event  has  been  the  complete  execa* 
lion  of  the  project  of  telegraphic  communication  between  the  two  continents  by 
the  recovery  of  the  cable  lost  last  year,  and  its  saccessfttl  extension  to  the  des- 
tined terminus  in  Newfoundland.  This  must  be  recorded  as  one  of  the 
g;reatest  triumphs  of  naval  science  and  inventive  skill  yet  achieved.  As  open- 
ing the  prospect  of  ultimately  sounding' the  greatest  depths  of  the  ocean,  it  may 
lead  to  later  developments  of  ingenuity  of  which  man  has  never  before  dreamed, 
in  connection  with  the  relative  position  of  members  of  the  human  race. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washingtont  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  1270.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  21,  1866. 

Sir:  •  *  *  *  •  * 

In  my  despatch  No.  1267  I  mentioned  that  in  order  to  save  time  I  had  been 
preparing  a  note  to  Lord  Stanley,  founded  on  the  instructions  in  your  No. 
1835,  in  anticipation  of  the  reception  of  the  summary  which  was  expected  by 
the  next  steamer,  and  which  it  was  supposed  it  would  require  more  time  to 
copy.  But  finding  on  its  coming  to  hand  that  both  it  and  the  despatch  were  in 
print,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  transmitting  one  of  the  two  copies  to  Ix>rd  Stanley, 
with  a  brief  formal  note. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  I  asked  and  obtained  an  interview  with  his  lord- 
ship, in  order  to  learn  something  as  to  the  prospect  of  receivingan  answer  at  an 
early  day.  The  result  was  pretty  much  what  I  expected.  Mis  lordship  said 
that  the  subject  was  one  involving  such  large  considerations  that  he  could  not 
assume  the  responsibility  of  acting  upon  it  without  much  reflection  and  the  aid 
of  the  deliberation  of  his  colleagues  in  the  government    At  this  season  of  the 
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year  they  were  00  macb  dispersed  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  call  them  together. 
The  Earl  of  Derby,  his  father,  was  either  at  or  on  his  way  to  Balmoral,  to  be 
in  attendance  on  the  Queen,  from  whence  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  him  to 
come  to  town  just  now.  It  was  not  the  practice  to  resume  cabinet  meetings 
until  towards  the  latter  end  of  next  month.  Hence,  if  it  were  not  regarded  by 
me  as  a  case  of  absolute  necessity,  he  should  be  glad  to  postpone  any  response 
to  the  paper  until  that  time. 

I  replied  that  I  had  abeady  apprised  you  of  these  facts,  substantially  as  his 
lordship  had  stated  them ;  for  the  rest  I  did  not  myself  presume  that  an  imme- 
diate reply  was  expected.  The  main  purpose  was,  I  suppose,  to  reopen  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  so  abruptly  closed  by  Lord  Russell.  I  trusted  that  the 
present  government  might  consider  themselves  as  not  foreclosed  ^m  doing  so, 
and  that  thus  some  result  could  ultimately  be  arrived  at  which  would  put  at  rest 
all  further  necessity  of  agitation.  I  could  only  express  the  opinion  that  on  the 
part  of  my  government  there  was  a  disposition  to  meet  any  suggestions  looking 
to  an  adjustment  in  the  most  amicable  spirit. 

His  lordship,  whilst  keeping  himself  carefully  uncommitted,  at  the  same  time 
left  upon  my  mind  an  impression  that  he  regarded  the  ministry  as  not  precluded 
by  anything  that  had  gone  before  from  giving  the  matter  careful  and  anxious  re- 
consiaeration. 

Under  these  circumstaneeSt  and  as  there  is  no  other  business  of  material  con- 
sequence in  the  legation,  I  have  concluded  upon  taking  advantage  of  the  per- 
mission kindly  granted  to  me  by  the  President  in  your  despatch  No.  1797,  of 
the  7th  of  July,  to  spend  some  weeks  in  an  excursion  on  the  continent.  I  am 
the  more  induced  to  this  by  the  circumstance  that  the  health  of  my  wife,  which 
has  been  suffering  from  the  fatigue  of  the  last  season,  is  considered  by  her 
medical  advisers  as  absolutely  requiring  change  of  air  and  scene.  I  purpose  tx> 
leave  this  on  Tuesday  next,  the  25th  instant,  and  to  remain  in  Germany  or 
France  until  about  the  period  when  the  reply  to  your  despatch  may  be  expected. 
I  do  not  intend,  however,  to  be  at  any  moment  in  such  a  situation  as  to  be  out  of 
the  reach  of  early  notice,  and  of  the  power  of  prompt  return  incase  of  emergency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  3.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  29,  L866. 

Sir  :  With  respect  to  your  despatch  No.  1812,  of  the  24th  of  July,  and  Mr. 
Adams's  Nos.  1253  and  1259, 1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Heap, 
the  consul  at  Belfast,  whose  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  immediately  on 
his  arrival  at  his  post,  has  reported  to  this  legation,  under  date  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, that  Mr.  Patrick  Hasson,  who  was  arrested  in  Bel£ut  in  February  last, 
and  imprisoned  there  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian,  was  discharged  from  cus- 
tody on  the  25th  of  July,  on  his  stipulating  to  leave  Ireland  for  America.  It 
appears  that  he  was  seen  on  board  ship  at  that  date  by  the  constabulary,  with 
the  object  of  complying  with  this  condition. 

JL  have  the  honor  further  to  report  that  there  is  now  no  case  before  this  lega- 
tion of  a  proved  American  citizen  being  in  custody  in  Ireland  on  suspicion  of 
being  concerned  in  treasonable  practices  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington,  D,  C,         ^^.^.^^^ ^^ 
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Mr,  Moron  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  4.]  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

London,  September  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  the  earlj  part  of  tbe  present  week  an  important  meeting  was  held  in 
Manchester,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Reform  League.  This  organization  is  but 
a  few  months'  old,  but  it  possesses  much  power,  and  is  destined  to  exert  an  in- 
fluence in  effecting  the  political  enfranchisement  of  the  lower  classes  of  Eng- 
land, but  little  less  powerful  than  that  wielded  by  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League 
twenty  years  ago,  in  advancing  the  principles  of  free  trade.  Its  growth  has 
been  rapid,  and  the  interest  it  has  created  in  the  mind  of  the  masses  in  favor  of 
an  extension  of  the  suffrage  is  regarded  hj  prominent  persons  as  too  serious  to 
be  treated  with  indifference.  Indeed,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the  opposition 
or  conservative  press,  there  in  n\anifest  alarm  in  the  ranks  of  that  party  about 
its  success.  The  pretended  feeling  of  contempt  entertained  towards  it  about  the 
time  of  the  Hyde  Park  riots,  has  given  way  to  respect.  And  several  of  the 
London  newspapers,  heretofore  disposed  to  indulge  m  denunciations  of  its  ob- 
jects, have  assumed  a  conciliatory  style  of  remark.  They  are  trimming  their 
sails  to  catch  the  popular  breeze ;  for  but  few  members  of  the  political  parties 
of  the  time  believe  that  any  public  business  of  importance  can  be  transacted  in 
the  next  session  of  Parliament  until  this  question  of  reform  shall  have  received 
due  consideration.  In  fact  it  is  pretty  generally  conceded  that  an  extension  of 
the  franchise  must  be  muted.  The  meeting  at  Manchester  on  Monday  is  con- 
sidered as  simply  the  rorerunner  of  others  of  equal  consequence  in  the  northern 
counties  of  this  kingdom.  It  is  believed  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
will  be  an  expression  of  the  popular  sentiment  from  almost  all  the  large  towns 
in  that  section  of  England,  as  well  as  from  those  of  Scotland.  And  this  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  non-voting  masses  cannot  wisely  be  opposed.  Edin- 
burg  wiU  no  doubt  continue  to  adhere  to  her  past  convictions ;  out  the  rest  of 
the  country  north  of  the  Tweed,  and  particularly  those  portions  influenced  by 
the  great  towns  of  Glasgow,  Dundee,  and  Aberdeen,  are  thought  to  be  almost 
certain  to  take  decided  ground  in  favor  of  the  popular  movement.  There  is 
considerable  democratic  feeling  in  Scotland,  and  this  is  powerfully  encouraged 
by  the  preachers. 

I  transmit  copies  of  several  London  newspapers  oontaining  reports  of  Mr. 
Bright's  speech  at  Manchester,  as  well  as  editorial  comments  thereon.    These, 
whUe  tacitly  admitting  the  justice  of  the  popular  demand,  differ  only  as  to  the 
character  of  tbe  measure  that  may  ultimately  be  adopted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Lboation  of  the  Unitbo  States, 

London,  October  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  dulness  of  the  season  has  been  broken  this  week  by  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  dinner  given  at  Liverpool  to  the  layers  of  the  Atlantic  telegraph 
cables,  and  also  by  a  few  rather  unimportant  extra  parliamentary  speeches,  and 
the  assembling  of  the  Social  Science  Congress  at  Manchester.  The  speeches 
at  Liverpool  were,  as  a  rule,  common*  place.  That  of  Lord  Stanley  is  decidedly 
the  best.    While  it  is  quite  friendly  to  the  United  States,  It  bears  traces  of 
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careful  preparation,  and  exhibits  his  lordship's  usual  caution.  But  he  is  re- 
markably prudent  on  all  occasions,  and  seldom  says  anything  in  public  he  has 
reason  to  recall  I  transmit  a  copy  of  his  speech,  as  well  as  one  of  Lord  Der- 
by's letter,  announcing  the  names  of  those  connected  with  the  enterprise  upon 
whom  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  confer  marks  of  honor. 

Touching  the  claims  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  upon  that  of 
Great  Britain  for  compensation  for  the  damages  caused  to  American  commerce 
by  the  No.  290  and  her  kindred  ships,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention 
to  a  leading  article  in  The  Times  of  the  4th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed.  Although  I  have  no  evidence  to  sustain  the  conjecture,  the  appear- 
a^ice  of  this  editorial  so  soon  /ifter  Mr.  Adams  had  communicated  a  copy  of 
your  No.  1835  to  Lord  Stanley,  all  knowledge  of  which  paper  seems  to  have 
been  concealed  from  the  public,  would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  writer  at  that 
time  was  not  ignorant  of  that  document,  and  that  he  had  been  inspired  by  some 
one  in  authority.  The  public  mind  is  daily  being  brought  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  some  step  in  the  direction  of  an  honorable  settlement  of  this  difficulty, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  an  avowal  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  adopt 
such  a  course  would  meet  with  a  favorable  reception  from  the  nation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SUUe,  WaskingUm,  D.  C. 


[From  the  London  Times,  October  4,  1866.] 

The  speech  of  Lord  Stanley  at  the  Liveipool  banquet  was  calculated,  and,  perhaps,  designed, 
to  satisfy  lis  that  oar  relations  with  the  United  States  are  safe  in  his  hands.  Those  who  may 
have  been  inclined  to  distrust  the  friendly  disposition  of  a  oonseryative  foreign  secretary  to- 
wards the  American  people  must  have  been  reassured  bv  the  cordial  and  respectful  tone  in 
which  he  spoke  of  them,  and  the  earnestness  with  which  he  deprecated  the  *' nasty,  partial, 
and  passionate  criticism"  of  their  institutions  which  Americans  attribute  to  English  conser- 
vatives. Lord  Stanley  is  entitled  to  full  credit  for  sincerity  in  the  expression  oi  these  senti- 
ments, for,  whatever  may  be  said  of  his  party,  no  man  weighs  his  words  more  carefully  or 
betrays  less  of  aristocratic  or  national  prejumee  in  his  comments  on  foreign  affairs.  It  is 
with  some  confidence,  therefore,  that  we  invite  his  attention,  as  weU  as  that  of  the  public,  to 
a  difference  of  long  standing  between  England  and  the  United  States,  which,  intractable  as 
it  seems,  may,  we  are  persuaded,  be  set  at  rest,  if  the  necessary  temper  and  judgment  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

A  year  has  now  almost  elapsed  since  the  correspondence  between  Lord  Russell  and  Mr. 
Adams  respecting  the  so-called  '*  Alabama  claims"  was  laid  before  the  public  It  was  con- 
tinued by  tford  Clarendon,  but  soon  closed  by  mutual  consent,  and  the  two  governments 
have  tacitly  agreed  to  differ  about  a  point  which  does  not  admit  of  being  settl^  by  any  es- 
tablished principles  of  international  law.  Great  Britain  having  declined  to  refer  to  arbitra- 
tion her  alleged  liability  for  captures  made  by  the  Alabama  and  other  confederate  cruisers, 
and  the  United  States  having  rejected  the  counter  proposal  of  a  joint  commission  for  the 
adjustment  of  other  outstanding  claims  on  both  sides,  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance.  The 
American  government  has  not  withdrawn  its  demand,  the  British  government  has  not  receded 
from  its  position,  yet  the  friendly  intercourse  between  them  has  not  been  interrupted.  When 
the  Fenians  menaced  the  Canadian  frontier,  the  neutrality  laws  were  enforced  against  them 
with  a  vigor  which  does  President  Johnson  the  highest  honor,  and  if  the  prosecutions  then 
instituted  against  some  of  the  leaders  have  sinoel)een  abandoned,  we  have  been  quite  con- 
tent to  assume  that  good  reasons  could  be  given  for  his  forbearance.  On  Uie  other  hand,  it 
is  vain  to  indulge  the  belief  that  our  supposed  infractions  of  neutrality  during  the  war  have 
been  condoned  by  the  American  public.  They  may  or  may  not  support  the  President  in 
putting  down  an  open  defiance  of  their  foreign  enlistment  act,  but  they  still  cherish  a  sense 
of  injury  which  found  expression  in  the  bill  for  modifying  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and 
would  make  it  very  difficult  to  check  lawless  reprisals  on  our  commerce  if  Great  Britain  were 
unhappily  involved  in  a  war.  While  this  state  of  feeling  exists  among  the  American  people 
the  diplomatic  entente  cordiaU  may  be  imperilled  at  any  moment.  The  exigencies  of^party 
warfare  have  always  influenced  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States.  They  are  just  now 
peculiarly  urgent ;  the  **  Irish  vote"  will  probably  turn  the  autumn  elections,  and  the  same 
motives  which  have  apparently  led  Mr.  Seward  to  wink  at  the  transport  of  warhke  stores  to 
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Mexico  may  possibly  tempt  and  almost  force  him  on  some  fhtnre  occasion  to  n^vive  the  dor- 
mant Alabama  claims.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  oblifi^ations  of 
neotral  powers  in  respect  of  breaches  of  neutrality  which  they  may  have  failed  to  prevent 
have  never  been  clearly  ascertained^  while  no  one  ventures  to  maintain  that  either  onr  own 
or  the  American  foreign  enlistment  act  is  in  all  respects  satisfactorr.  Is  it,  then,  incon- 
sistent with  our  national  dignity,  or  rather  is  it  not  at  once  the  most  difipified  and  the  most 
politic  course,  to  reconsider  dispassionately  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  Alabama  case, 
and  the  best  means  of  providing  against  their  recurrence?  Would  such  a  course  be  the  less 
honorable  or  statesmanlike  because  it  might  tend  to  conciliate  public  opinion  in  America,  and 
to  remove  incidentally  any  grudge  which  may  still  be  entertained  against  this  country  ?  We 
venture  to  submit  that  it  would  not,  and  to  suggest,  moreover,  that  no  better  time  could  be 
selected  for  this  attempt  than  the  present,  when  the  grievances  of  which  Mr.  Adams  com- 
plained are  neither  obsolete  nor  too  recent,  when  no  other  source  of  misunderstanding  exists 
to  disturb  the  fair  discussion  of  them,  and  when  the  foreign  affairs  of  this  country  have  lately 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  new  minister. 

The  controversy  conducted  by  Lord  Russell  and  Mr.  Adams  on  behalf  of  their  respective 
governments  really  turned  on  a  very  few  and  very  simple  issues.  The  latter  contended  that 
a  neutral  state  is  not  only  bound  to  prohibit  the  participation  of  its  own  subjects  in  acts  of 
hostility  against  either  of  the  belligerents,  but  responsible  for  any  damage  which  may  result 
from  its  neglect  or  inability  to  do  so.  He  took  his  stand  on  the  ftu^t  that  certain  vessels  of 
war  in  the  confederate  service  had  been  constructed  in  British  dock-yards,  eauipped  from,  if 
not  in,  the  same  ports,  manned  chiefly  by  British  sailors,  and  commissionea  at  sea  without 
having  acquired  any  new  character  by  entering  a  confederate  port  Hence  he  argfued  either 
that  onr  laws  were  inadequate  to  restrain  abuses  of  our  neutrality,  or  that  thev  were  not 
properly  enforced ;  and,  in  either  case,  he  insisted  that  Great  Britam  was  liable  for  the  con- 
sequences. Lord  Russell  virtually,  if  not  expressly,  denied  that  a  neutral  state  has  any  duty 
towards  a  belligerent  except  the  strict  and  honest  execution  of  its  own  municipal  laws.  He 
maintained,  however,  that  our  foreign  enlistment  act  is  sufficient  for  its  purpose,  and  had 
been  enforced  with  due  diligence  as  well  as  in  perfect  good  faith  by  our  government,  attribu- 
ting the  unfortunate  escape  of  the  Alabama  to  the  want  of  evidence  to  justify  her  detention. 
To  Mr.  Adams*s  tender  of  arbitration  Lord  Russell  replied  that  an  arbitrator's  decision  must 
be  founded  on  a  consideration  of  two  questions,  neither  of  which  Greiit  Britain  could  submit 
to  any  independent  tribunal — the  question  whether  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  correctlv 
interpreted  a  British  statute,  and  the  question  whether  the  British  government  had  bona  fiat 
availed  themselves  of  the  powers  therein  intrusted  to  them.  On  these  g^rounds  he  objected 
to  any  judicial  investigation  of  the  Alabama  claims,  either  by  an  arbitrator  or  even  by  a  joint 
commission;  though  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  concur  in  the  appointment  of  such  com- 
mission to  deal  with  compensation  cases  of  a  different  class.  The  United  States  were  natu- 
rally unwilling  to  accept  an  arrangement  which  would  have  left  open  the  very  point  in 
dispute,  and  so  the  controversy  ended.  Now,  without  going  further  into  the  argument  than 
this,  or  criticising  any  one  of  the  historical  precedents  so  copiously  adduced  in  support  of 
either  conclusion,  we  see  no  insuperable  obstacle  to  a  solution  which  has  something  in  com- 
mon with  Mr.  Adams's  proposal,  and  something  with  that  of  Lord  Russell.  Let  a  joint 
commission  be  appointed,  not  to  adjudicate  upon  the  claims  preferred  against  Great  Britain 
by  American  ship-owners,  or  to  review  tbetransactions  connected  with  the  equipment  of  the 
Alabama  and  her  consorts,  but  to  deliberate  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  neutrals  in  time  of 
war,  as  hitherto  determined  by  international  law  or  usage,  and  to  devise,  if  possible,  a  set 
of  rules  which  all  maritime  nations  should  he  invited  to  adopt,  and  to  carry  out  by  legisla- 
tive measures.  A  commission  of  this  kind  should  not  be  exclusively  composed  of  British 
and  American  subjects,  but  should  include  eminent  continental  jurists,  and  should  be  in- 
vested witli  the  amplest  possible  hberty  of  recommendation.  If,  upon  a  perusal  of  their 
report,  her  Migesty's  government  shall  be  of  opinion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  some 
reparation  is  due,  either  in  international  law  or  in  international  equity,  to  the  United  States 
in  respect  of  the  ravages  of  the  Alabama,  it  will  not  be  too  late  to  make  it,  and  no  false  pride 
should  prevent  our  doing  so  with  a  good  grace. 

If  it  be  said  that  Lord  Stanley  cannot  allow  these  claims  to  be  reopened,  even  indirectly, 
without  reflecting  injuriously  on  the  conduct  of  his  predecessor,  the  answer  is  obvious.  Mr. 
Adams's  representation  to  Lord  Russell  was  in  the  nature  of  a  legal  demand,  and  it  was  prop- 
erly met  by  a  legal  demurrer.  It  was  practically  granted  that  onr  law  had  been  violated  m 
the  equipment  of  the  Alabama,  and  that  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States  had 
suffered  grievous  injury  thereby;  but  the  doubt  was  whether,  in  the  absence  of  culpable 
neglect  on  the  part  of  our  government,  there  was  any  remedy  against  us.  This  Lord 
Kussell  denied,  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  he  was  wrong  in  his  exposition  of  the  Uw, 
while  he  was  certainly  right  if  the  precedent  of  the  Portuguese  claims  on  the  United  States  is 
to  be  followed.  On  the  other  hand,  as  every  one  knows,  the  Alabama  would  never  have  got 
to  sea  but  for  the  most  inopportune  illness  of  the  Queen's  advocate,  and  this  consideration, 
though  it  may  clear  the  government  from  the  charge  of  neglect,  does  in  some  degree  affect 
'  the  moral  aspect  of  the  case.  The  loss  sustained  bv  American  commerce  in  consequence 
may  be  damnum  sine  injuria,  and  therefore  no  ground  of  a  legal  action ;  and  yet  it  may  be 
a  wise  act  of  courtesy  to  waive  the  benefit  of  this  plea.    The  time  has  come  when  such  a 
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oonoession  is  no  longer  open  to  misconstruction,  and  would  be  accepted  by  the  United  States 
as  a  spontaneous  act  of  good  will.  At  all  events,  there  can  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the 
honor  of  England  in  offering  to  submit  her  neutrality  laws,  together  with  those  of  the  United 
States,  to  revision  by  a  mixed  commission.  No  country  has  more  to  lose  W  a  lax  interpreta- 
tion of  these  laws,  and  justice  comnels  us  to  acknowledge  that,  had  the  United  States  gor- 
emment  connived  at  their  evasion,  tne  Fenian  expedition  might  have  inflicted  much  greater 
mischief  on  Canada.  This  will  not  be  forgotten  by  Parliament,  if  it  should  be  hereafter 
called  upon  to  sanction  overtures  which  may  lead  to  an  amicable  compromise  of  the  Alabama 
claims. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No,  1855.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUm,  October  8,  1866. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  2l8t  of  September,  No.  1270,  has  heen  received. 
I  learn  from  it  with  much  satisfaction  that,  in  execution  of  recent  instructions 
from  this  department,  you  have,  in  a  proper  and  becoming  manner,  called  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  to  the  claims  of  the  United  States  for  dep- 
redations committed  on  their  ocean  commerce  by  Bntish  subjects  during  the 
late  war. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  solicitor's  reconsideration  of  those  claims  is  to 
enconnter  some  delay.  While  the  President  is  not  disposed  to  complain  of  this, 
he  trusts,  at  the  same  time,  that  you  will,  on  all  proper  occasions,  seek  to  im- 
press her  Majesty's  government  with  the  conviction  of  the  importance  of  an 
early  disposition  of  the  question.  In  all  our  foreign  relations  I  know  of  none 
that  transcends  it  in  importance,  either  to  this  country,  or,  in  my  opinion,  to  the 
country  specially  concerned. 

Your  contemplated  visit  to  the  continent  for  a  bnef  period  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^v.,  ^v.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  13,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatches  from  the  de- 
paronent  numbered  from  1846  to  1850,  both  inclusive. 

There  have  been  several  incidents  worthy  of  note  in  public  affairs  during  the 
week.  A  great  reform  demonstration  took  place  at  Leeds,  in  the  West  Biding 
of  Yorkshire,  on  Monday  last,  at  which  Mr.  Bright  spoke  with  his  usual  foroa. 
It  has  called  forth  much  newspaper  comment. 

The  conservative  press  is  severe  upon  him,  according  to  practice;  but  certaui 
journals  with  liberal  tendencies  which  have  heretofore  been  given  to  indulge  in 
expressions  of  disapproval  of  his  views,  display  a  wOlingness  to  co-operate  with 
him  that  indicates  a  conviction  on  their  part  of  the  ultimate  success  of  himself 
and  friends  in  earrying  parliamentary  reform. 

Mr.  Orant  Duff's  speech  to  his  constituents,  at  Elgin,  is  attracting  some  no- 
tice. So  far,  it  is  the  most  elaborate  of  the  extra-parliamentary  utterances  pro- 
nounced this  autumn. 

For  some  days  past  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  club  circles  about 
the  inefficiency  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  the  necessity  for  amending  it. 
I  transmit  an  article  from  the  Standard  of  the  10th  instant,  on  this  subject* 
which  is  not  without  significance.    That  newspaper  is  identified  with  the  tory 
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party,  and,  although  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  the  recognized  organ  of  any  member 
of  the  present  ministry,  its  known  political  bias  and  influence  would  seem  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  it  has  authority  for  the  announcement  that  Lord  Derby  is 
determined  to  appoint  a  royal  commission  to  inquire  into  the  workings  of  the 
existing  law.  The  spirit  of  the  article  exhibits  a  feeling  of  assumed  respect  for 
the  United  States  no  one  who  read  the  Standard  during  our  great  struggle 
would  be  disposed  to  suspect  it  of  entertaining. 

If  such  a  commission  has  been  determined  upon,  it  is  not  unfair  to  conclude 
that  its  conception  is  to  be  traced  to  the  recent  renewal  of  the  President's  de- 
sire that  the  two  governments  should  arrive  at  an  early  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  arising  out  of  the  piracy  of  the  Anglo-rebel  cruisers, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  27,  1866. 

Sir:  Several  influential  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  delivered 
extra-parliamentary  speeches  to  their  constituents  this  week.  That  of  Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster,  at  Bradford,  has  attracted  the  most  notice.  The  question  of  reform 
naturally  received  much  of  his  attention.  I  transmit  a  report  of  what  he  said, 
as  it  appei^red  in  the  Morning  Star  of  the  24th  instant. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Charles  Gilpin,  in  the  same  newspaper,  to  his  constituent? 
in  Northampton,  contains  a  table  of  facts  respecting  the  inequalities  of  borough 
representation,  which  exposes  very  clearly  the  unfairness  of  the  system  which 
now  prevails  in  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1868.]  Department  of  State, 

Washtng(4m,  October  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  corrected  copy  of  a  note  of  the  27th 
instant,*  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  and  of 
an  instruction,  of  the  same  date,  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Toronto,  in 
regard  to  the  trials  which  are  taking  place  in  Canada,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  charged  with  participation  in  the  recent  Fenian  demonstrations  against 
that  province. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ifc 

*  For  this  enclosare  see  correspondence  with  British  legstion.^ 
14  D  0  gitized  by  GoOQIc 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Tkttnton, 

No.  99.]  Departsient  of  State, 

WashingUm,  October  27,  ]6e6. 
8iR :  For  jonr  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date  which  I  have  addressed 
to  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Brace,  the  British  minister  here,  upon  the  snbject  of  the  conviction 
and  sentence  of  Jame  Lynch  and  John  McMahon,  by  a  colonial  court  of  Canada,  on  the 
charge  of  complicity  and  participation  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Erie. 

In  accordance  with  the  purpose  expressed  in  that  communication,  you  are  expected  with* 
out  delay  to  procure  for  the  use  of  this  department  a  copy  ot  the  record  of  the  trial  and  con- 
viction of  Lynch  and  McMahon,  and  also  of  all  further  trials  and  convictions  of  a  similar 
character  which  shall  take  place  in  Canada,  with  the  least  possible  delay  after  their  termi- 
nation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
D.  Thurston,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Toronto,  Canada. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  25.J .  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  November  10,  1866. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the 
department  nnmbered  from  1865  to  1869,  both  inclusive.  Two  of  these,  namely, 
1868  and  1869,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  were  received  to-day,  in  consequence  of  the 
rapid  run  made  by  the  Scotia,  which  arrived  at  Queenstown  at  an  early  hour 
yesterday  morning. 

The  inauguration  dinner,  on  the  accession  of  the  new  lord  mayor  of  London, 
took  place  at  Guildhall  last  evenine.  Lord  Derby  spoke  on  behalf  of  her 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  nerewith  a  copy  of  his 
speech,  as  printed  in  the  Times  of  to-day.  In  this  he  very  clearly  intimates  that 
a  proposition  for  the  arrangement  of  the  di£ferences  with  respect  to  the  Alabama 
claims  would  be  favorably  entertained. 

I  also  transtnit  copies  of  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  this  month,  and  the 
Standard  of  the  5th  instant.  The  old  instincts  of  that  journal  crop  out  from 
the  article  I  have  marked ;  but  the  confession  of  wrong  done  the  United  States 
by  this  country  during  the  war,  and  the  charge  that  the  escape  of  the  pirate 
Alabama  was  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Lord  Palmerston's  government  to  perform 
its  duty,  when  reviewed  in  the  light  of  Lord  Derby's  speech,  would  seem  to 
justify  the  belief  that  there  is  a  growing  disposition,  among  all  classes  of  conser- 
vatives, to  reopen  the  question  of  the  claims,  in  order  to  arrive  at  its  early  and 
honorable  settlement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WoMhingUm,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  28]  LbOATION   op  thb   UnITBD   STATBSt 

London,  November  16,  1866. 

Sir  :  As  illoatrating  an  episode  in  the  history  of  the  loan  negotiated  here 

during  the  rebellion,  to  aid  the  insurgents  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  Union, 

I  transmit  herewith  articles  which  appeared,  on  the  15th  instant,  in  the  columns 

of  the  Daily  News  and  the  Morning  Star.    The  victims  of  this  enormous  fraud. 
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it  would  seem,  are  about  to  ask  her  Majesty's  goyernment  to  press  their  claim 
on  that  of  the  United  States  as  an  offset  to  the  righteous  demands  of  American 
citizens  for  compensation  for  the  damages  sustained  hj  them  through  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Anglo-rebel  craisers. 

I  suspect  this  project  is,  after  all,  the  work  of  some  unscrupulous  stock- 
brokers, backed  up  by  a  few  equally  unscrupulous  American  adventurers,  who 
aim  at  making  money  out  of  the  original  subscribers,  by  leading  them  on  with 
the  hope  of  thus  obtaining  the  payment  of  their  worthless  bonds.  But  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  for  a  moment,  that  the  scheme  will  receive  the  countenance  of 
this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[From  the  Daily  News,  15th  November,  1866.] 

A  memorandum  from  the  committee  of  confederate  bondholders  states  that  they  are  activelj 
engaged  in  bringing  their  claims  to  the  attention  of  government,  with  a  view  to  a  consideration 
of  them,  as  against  or  in  common  with  those  of  the  American  government  in  relation  to  the 
Alabama  and  other  claims. 


[From  the  Morning  Star,  15th  November,  1866.] 

.  We  have  been  requested  to  state  '*  that  the  committee  of  confederate  bondholders  are 
actively  engaged  in  bringing  their  claims  to  the  attention  of  government,  with  a  view  to  a 
consideration  of  them,  as  against,  or  in  common  with,  those  of  the  American  govenunent 
in  relation  to  the  Alabama  and  other  claims."  This  is  certainly  the  most  wonderral  step  ever 
yet  adopted  by  those  nnfortnnate  gentlemen  who  believed  in  most  of  our  contemporaries 
during  the  American  war.  The  bondholders  combined  in  London  to  subscribe  money  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  injury  and  damage  on  the  United  States,  with  the  viei/v  of  ultimate  profit, 
should  their  little  game  turn  out  to  be  a  success.  Other  parties  fitted  out  privateers  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  looking  to  the  like  reward,  and  now  when  our  own  government  is  believed 
not  to  be  indisposed  to  do  what  is  right  in  the  matter  of  the  Alabama,  the  bondholders  wish 
to  put  forward  a  claim  against  the  United  States,  because  they  have  lost  their  money  in 
doing  them  injury  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  their  enemies.  If  the  United  States 
were  to  put  in  an  item  of  several  millions  in  their  bill,  as  representing  the  injury  done  them 
by  the  confederate  bondholders,  we  could  understand  it,  but  for  the  latter  to  claim  satisfaction 
against  the  United  States  is  something  altogether  unique  in  the  matter  of  claims.  The  bond- 
holders should  present  their  old  bopds  to  the  writers  in  the  public  press,  who  misled  them,  as 
a  recognition  ot  their  folly,  and  cease  to  trouble  themselves  further  about  steps  which  only 
end  in  chagrin  and  disappointment. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1875.]  Department  op  State, 

WoMhington,  November  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  printed  copy  of  an  instruction'^  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  esq.,  our  newly  accredited  minis- 
ter to  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
GHARLB8  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  fy:„  4^.,  ^. 

*  For  endosmre  see  correspondence  with  Mexico. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1876.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington f  November  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  note  which,  on 
the  15th  instant,*  Sir  Frederick  Brace  addressed  to  this  department  regarding 
the  action  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in  the  case  of  the  Fenian  prisoners  who 
were  concerned  in  the  recent  raid  against  Canada. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  29.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  17, 1866. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  rapid  passage  made  by  the  China,  I  am  enabled  to  ac- 
knowledge the  reception  to-day  of  despatches  from  the  department,  numbered 
1870  and  1871,  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State, 
and  dated  the  dd  instant.  Considerable  discussion  is  goins  on  in  the  newspapers 
here  on  the  proposal  to  reopen  the  Alabama  claims  and  the  announcement  that 
the  government  contemplates  the  appointment  of  a  royal  commission  to  inquire 
generally  into  the  operation  of  the  British  neutrality  laws.  I  transmit  copies  of 
the  Times  of  to-day  and  the  Standard  of  yesterday,  with  leading  articles  upon 
these  questions.  They  show  the  tone  of  public  opinion  on  these  important 
subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingUm,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adeems, 

[Telegram  per  cable.  J 

Department  of  State,  November  29,  1866. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  United  States  Minister  at  London: 

Disavow  and  reject,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  arrangement 
made  by  Consul  Morse  and  Montgomery  Gibbs  with  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Give  notice  of  this  to  consuls  at  London  and  Liverpool  and  to  solicitors,  and 
reply  by  telegraph. 

Also  communicate  the  following  to  Mr.  Consul  Morse. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Morse,  United  States  Consul,  London: 
You  will  come  home  without  delay  to  make  explanations. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

*  For  enclosure  see  correspondence  with  BritiBh  legation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  BRITISH  LEGATION. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  15,  1865. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  3l8t  October  I  forwarded  a  copy 
to  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiPairs,  and  I  am  now 
instructed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  with  which 
her  Majesty's  government  have  learned  the  orders  issued  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  navy  consequent  on  the  removal  of  all  the  restrictions  on  the  ships 
of  war  of  the  United  States  visiting  British  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  reports  received  by  the  State  Department  from  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  abroad  will,  I  presume,  contain  evidence  of  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  present  arrangements  for  the  relief  and  transportation  to  their  re- 
spective countries  of  American  and  British  seamen  who  are  discharged  in  foreign 
ports.  The  inconvenience  is  felt  in  cases  where  the  American  seaman  has  served 
in  a  British  vessel,  and  where  a  British  seaman  has  formed  part  of  the  crew  of 
a  United  States  merchant  vessel.  If  no  vessel  of  the  nation  to  which  the  dis- 
charged seaman  belongs  happens  to  be  in  port,  it  frequently  becomes  a  matter 
of  great  difficulty  and  expense  to  provide  for  the  return  of  the  distressed  seaman 
to  his  own  country. 

In  order  to  obviate  the  hardships  to  which  seamen  under  such  circumstances 
are  exposed,  I  am  instructed  by  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  to 
propose  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  relieve  and  send  home 
all  British  subjects  who  have  become  distressed,  immediately  after  having  served 
as  part  of  the  crews  of  United  States  merchant  vessels,  and  that  the  British 
government  shall  a£Pord  the  same  relief  to  American  citizens  who  have  become 
distressed  immediately  after  having  served  as  part  of  the  crew  of  British  mer- 
chant vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  December  27,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  10th  of  May,  1862,  Lord  Lyons 
addressed  a  note  to  this  department,  remonstrating  against  the  multiplication  of 
consular  officers  in  the  British  North  American  provinces,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States. 

This  was  followed  by  a  series  of  obstacles  interposed  to  such  appointments 
by  the  provincial  and  imperial  governments;  objections  to  confirming  such  officers 
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were  made  sometiraes  on  special,  sametimcs  on  general  considerations,  until  on 
the  12th  of  May,  1864,  Mr.  Adams,  in  returning  the  commissions  of  seven  con- 
sular agents  of  the  United  States,  to  reside  in  Canada,  informed  this  department 
that  the  British  government  had  definitively  declined  to  recognize  them. 

In  t)ie  mean  time,  to  meet  the  general  spirit  of  the  reluctance  of  the  British 
government  to  receive  such  officers,  an  appropriation  was  made  hy  Congress  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1864,  for  salaries  to  them  as  full  consuls,  thus  making  them 
personally  and  directly  responsible  as  such,  and  requiring  of  them  bonds  not  to 
enter  into  trade  or  commercial  business,  in  which,  as  subordinate  consular  agents, 
they  otherwise  might  have  engaged. 

In  consequence  also  of  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  decline  the 
recognition  of  these  consular  agents,  they  were  directed  to  cease  at  once  from 
the  ^rther  exercise  of  their  official  duties.  Of  this  action  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  Mr.  Adams  was  instructed  to  convey  to  Earl  llussell  the  in- 
telligence, and  to  solicit  the  favorable  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

To  this  aiTangement  Earl  Russell  acquiesced  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 
September  13,  1864. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Toronto,  by  a  despatch  of  the  25th  of  May  last. 
No.  35,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  urges  the  creation  of  a  consular  agency  at 
Hamilton,  and  submits  the  question  of  its  practicability  under  existing  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  upon  this  subject 

In  view  of  the  evident  need  of  such  an  agent  of  this  government  at  that  point, 
and  of  the  benefits  which  may  be  expected  to  flow  therefrom  to  the  commercial 
transactions  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  I  beg  that  you  will  submit  the 
matter  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  ask  for  an  expression  of  their  views 
thereupon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frbdkbick  W.  A.  Brucb,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  ^, 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr,  Seward, 

•  No.  35.]  Consulate  United  States  op  America, 

Toronto,  May  25,  1865. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  that  in  obedience  to  your  instrnctions  contained  in 
despatch  No.  21  y  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a  consular  af^nt  at  Hamilton,  I  have 
Tisited  that  city,  and  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Swinyard  and  the  leading  merchants 
doing  business  there.  That  there  is  great  inconvenience  and  expense  resuitinji^  firom  the 
necessity  of  sending  to  other  places  for  consular  certificates  there  cau  be  no  doubt.  The 
wholesale  trade  of  Hamilton  is  really  greater  than  at  Toronto,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
consular  officer  at  that  port  is  our  reason  why  shipments  of  goods  are  frequently  made  to 
the  United  States  without  certificates,  and  are  permitted  entry  because  the  cost  of  procuring 
them  and  detention  would  add  so  much  to  their  original  value. '  The  merchants  and  boai- 
ness  men  of  Hamilton  are  all  very  desirous  that  an  agent  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Swinyard  assured  me  that  the  Great  Western  railroad,  of  which  he  is  the  manager, 
suffered  much  inconvenience  and  trouble  for  the  want  of  one  at  that  port.  But  acting  in 
accordance  with  my  own  views  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  I  would  nave  nominated  Mr. 
John  D.  Irwin,  an  American  citizen,  a  gentleman  almost  unanimously  recommended  by  the 
merchants  of  Hamilton,  were  it  not  that  the  provincial  government  have,  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances, declined  to  recognize  the  appointment  of  the  consul  general,  even  at  a  port  where 
he  had  removed  an  officer  and  appointed  another  in  his  place.  As  the  imperial  government 
have  definitively  declined  also  to  lecognize  a  consular  officer  at  Hamilton,  and  as  I  was  di- 
rected by  the  department  to  revoke  the  commission  of  the  consular  officer  there  when  vice- 
consul  general  at  Montreal,  I  apprehend  that  the  provincial  government  will  decline  to 
give  an  agent  permission  to  act  at  Hamilton.  I  would,  therefore,  ask  further  instructions 
in  this  matter. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON. 

UniUd  StatM  CotuuL 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^  t 

Acting  Secretary  ofState^  Washington.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 

Sir:  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs  has  recently  been  directed  to  the  question  of  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  maintenance  of  lunatic  British  subjects  in  asylums  abroad,  in  connection 
with  the  custom  observed  in  Great  Britain  with  reference  to  the  maintenance  6f 
foreign  lunatics. 

Her  Mcuesty's  government  consider  it  very  advisable  that  a  distinct  under- 
standing should  exist  between  them  and  foreign  governments  upon  this  subject. 

In  the  case  of  foreigners  becoming  insane,  and  being  maintained  in  a  lunatic 
asylum  in  Great  Britain,  no  claim  for  their  maintenance  in  that  country  is  made 
on  the  government  of  the  country  whose  subjects  they  are ;  and  her  Majesty's 
government  accordingly  propose  henceforward  to  pay  the  actual  cost  only  6f 
removal  to  Great  Britain  of  any  pauper  British  subject  becoming  lunatic  while 
in  another  country,  the  expense  of  the  lunatic's  maintenance  to  be  defrayed  by 
the  country  where  he  has  been  in  confinement,  unless  under  very  special  and 
exceptional  circumstances. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  communicate  the  above  statement 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  invite  their  concurrence  in  the 
proposed  arrangement,  which  is  intended  to  be  one  of  a  reciprocal  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  January  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  10th  November  last  a  sentry  from  the  United  States 
gunboat  James  Adger,  Captain  John  McDeirmid,  (which  had  come  alongside 
one  of  the  wharves  at  Colon,)  was  stationed  on  the  wharf,  and  having  entered 
into  an  altercation  with  a  native  of  Jamaica,  named  George  Holmes,  shot  him 
dead  on  the  spot. 

The  authorities  of  Colon  held  an  inquiry  in  the  case,  and  having  obtained 
sufficient  evidence  for  instituting  criminal  proceedings,  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  sentry,  in  order  that  he  might  be  placed  on  his  trial ;  but  the  United 
States  consul  at  Colon  declined  advising  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger  to 
deliver  him  up,  on  the  ground  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  enjoys 
special  privileges  on  the  isthmus,  and  that  the  local  authorities  have  no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  discipline  of  United  States  ships  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Panama,  Mr.Henderson,  called  on  the  President  of  the 
State  for  an  investigation  of  the  case,  and  the  punishment  of  the  offender,  should 
it  be  proved  that  a  crime  had  been  committed.  Bat,  as  appears  by  the  enclosed 
correspondence,  the  President  is  unable  to  bring  the  offender  to  trial. 

I  am  instructed  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  this  case,  as  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  doubt  that  a  searching 
and  immediate  inquiry  will  be  made,  and  the  requirements  of  justice  fully 
satisfied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HUNTBR,  ^  , 

Acting  Secretary  of  State.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Henderson, 

British  Vice-Consulate, 

Coion,  November  J3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  of  a  painful*  though  not  very  unusual  tragedy  whidi 
occurred  here  on  the  night  of  the  10th.  A  few  days  ago  the  United  States  gunboat  James 
Adger,  commanded  by  Captain  John  McDeirmid,  came  alongside  one  of  the  covered  wharves 
to  coal,  when  of  course  a  sentry  was  stationed  on  the  wharf,  which  I  may  add  is  usually 
occupied  by  a  considerable  number  of  persons  as  a  sleeping  place,  and  on  the  night  indi- 
cated it  appears  that  one  of  those  persons  was  a  black  man  named  George  Holmes,  who, 
as  appears  from  official  papers  shown  to  me,  had  served  twelve  years  as  gunner  in  the  third 
West  India  regiment,  and  was  discharged  therefrom  on  the  2l8t  of  May,  1860,  with  a  good- 
conduct  certificate,  badge,  and  pension.  It  further  appears  that  at  about  11  o*clock  on  the 
night  of  the  said  10th  instant,  as  Holmes  was  passing  along  to  his  bed  or  sleeping  place, 
the  sentry  came  up  to  him  and  asked  for  some  tobacco,  which  he  said  he  had  not  got  and 
never  used.  A  demand  was  then  made  for  cigars,  monev,  dec ,  which  being  also  refused, 
the  sentry  said  that  Holmes  must  leave  the  wharf,  which  he  likewise  refused  to  do.  The 
sentry  ttien  used  the  butt  end  of  his  gun  to  drive  him  away  ;  but  failing  to  do  so  he  said  he 
would  blow  his  brains  out,  and  then  deliberately  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.  I  advisedly 
use  the  word  **  deliberately,"  because  I  am  well  informed  that  there  was  no  accident  what- 
ever in  the  matter. 

The  prefect  has  held  an  inquiry  into  the  case,  and,  the  proof  being  conclusive,  he  de^ 
mandea  that  the  culprit  should  be  given  up  to  the  authorities  of  this  country  for  trial ;  but 
this  demand,  I  am  informed,  both  Captain  McDeirmid  and  the  United  States  consul  decid- 
edly refuse  to  comply  with. 

Fermit  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  facts : 

1st  That  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  crime  having  been  committed  by  the  American  sentry, 
and  without  provocation. 

2d.  That  it  took  place  on  Colombian  territory ;  and 

3d.  That  the  wharf  has  always  been  used  as  a  sleeping  place  by  any  and  every  one  who 
chooses  to  occupy  it  as  such ;  nor  is  it  said  that  any  orders  to  the  contrary  were  issued  on 
the  night  of  the  crime. 

1  have,  dec, 

THOMAS  CATHCABT  TAYLOR. 

C.  Henderson,  Esq., 


Mr,  Cespedes  to  Mr,  Rice, 

[Translation.] 

No.  405.]  United  States  op  Colombia,  Sovereign  State  op  Panama, 

Office  of  the  Prefect  of  the  Department, 

Colon,  NovetnberU,  1865, 
The  alcalde  of  this  district,  who  is  at  present  eng^affed  in  the  investigation  of  the  occur- 
rence which  took  place  last  night — that  is  to  sa^,  the  aeath  inflicted  bv  a  soldier  of  the  United 
States  ship  of  war  James  Adger,  and  native  of  Jamaica,  by  a  gunshot — informs  me,  in  an 
official  note,  that  he  requires  the  said  soldier  to  appear  this  day  at  his  office  for  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  occurrence  in  question.  I  bring  this  to  your  knowledge  in  order  that  you  may 
be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  captain  of  the  above-named  steamer  to  cause  this  soldier  to  ap- 
pear at  the  office  of  the  alcalde  to  make  his  declaration.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  character  of  the  offence  which  has  been  committed  on  Colombian  ter- 
ritory, in  order  that  you  may  cause  the  demands  of  public  justice  to  be  complied  with. 
I  am,  &c, 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDE8. 
F.W.RiCB,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  AspinutaU, 


Mr,  Rice  to  Mr,  Cespedes, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

AspinwaU,  November  12,  1865. 
Sir:  Tour  note  of  yesterday's  date  has  been  received,  in  which  you  request  that  a  sailor  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  is  said  to  have  killed  a  man  of  color,  whilst  mounting 
guard  over  the  steamer  of  the  United  States  James  Adger,  should  be  made  to  appear  at  the 
office  of  the  alcalde  of  the  district.  ^^  ^  ^  ^^T  ^ 
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In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  the  man  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  alcalde  whenever  he  may  be 
reqairea,  on  the  nn  jerstandinji^  that  yon  will  caose  him  to  retom  freely  to  his  ship  after  the 
proposed  examination  has  taken  place. 
I  am,  &A%, 

F.W.BICE. 
Jos6  A.  Cespbdbs,  8fe.t  Sfc,  8fe. 


Mr,  Cespedes  to  Mr,  Rice, 

No.  406.  ]  United  States  of  Colombia,  Soferbion  State  of  Panama, 

Office  of  the  Prefect  of  the  Department, 
Colon,  November  12,  1865. 
Tonr  official  note  of  this  date  has  been  received  at  this  office ;  its  contents  have  greati v 
surprised  the  nndersigpied.  Under  our  laws,  and  I  believe  under  those  of  the  whole  world , 
those  who  commit  an  offence,  whether  voluntarily  or  otherwise,  are  considered  as  the  ac- 
cused, and  do  not  make  depositions  on  their  trial  as  witnesses ;  the  undersigned  cannot, 
therefore,  give  the  consul  the  guarantee  which  he  demands  for  the  soldier.  It  will  not  be 
out  of  place  for  the  undersignea  to  observe  that  it  is  an  ordinary  crime  that  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  one  of  the  greatest  that  exists,  and  that  it  took  place  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  is  limited  to  cases  occurring  on  board  their  ships 
of  war,  and  can  in  no  wa^  be  extended  to  foreign  territory.  The  accused  must  therefore  be 
tried  entirely  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  this  country,  which  is  precisely  where  the 
offence  was  committed.  The  undersigned  therefore  trusts  that  the  consul  will  claim  the  ac- 
cused from  the  captain  of  the  James  Adger,  in  order  that  he  may  be  delivered  over  to  the 
competent  judge  lor  his  trial. 
I  am,  &c,, 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDES. 
F.W.RiCE,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Aspinwall, 


Mr,  Rice  to  Mr,  Cespedes. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Aspinwall,  November  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  second  note,  dated  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate accident  referred  to  in  your  first  note,  in  which  vou  stated  that  **  the  sailor  was  required 
to  appear  before  the  alcalde  to  make  his  declaration."  On  reading  your  first  note  hurriedly 
I  did  not  understand,  nor  am  I  now  certain  after  reading  it  more  attentively,  that  you  desired 
the  sailor  to  appear  at  the  alcalde's  office  in  the  character  of  a  criminal.  This  was  the  reason 
of  my  misinterpretation  of  its  meaning  as  shown  bv  your  note  of  yesterdajr.  I  will  now 
present  your  application  to  the  captain  of  the  James  Adger,  but  I  cannot  advise  him  to  sur- 
render the  sailor  in  the  character  of  a  criminal.  He  was,  when  the  accident  took  place,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  acting  under  the  orders  of  his  officers.  The  ship  was  taking 
in  coal  at  the  wharf,  and  in  virtue  of  the  special  privileges  enjoyed  on  this  isthmus  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  the  local  authonties  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  affairs 
or  discipline  of  our  ships  of  war  while  they  may  be  at  the  wharf  or  at  their  anchorage.  I 
repeat  that  if  the  prefect  doHires  to  elucidate  the  matter  with  a  view  to  reporting  the  facts  to 
his  government,  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger  will  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to 
his  obtaiuing  the  information  he  requires  on  oath  trom  any  of  the  crew  who  were  witnesses 
of  the  occurrence  alluded  to  in  his  note. 
I  am,  &>c.f 

F.  W.  BICE. 

Josfe  A.  Cespedes,  8fc.,  Sfe,,,  8fe. 


Mr,  Cespedes  to  Mr.  Rice, 

United  Stateh  of  Colombia,  Sovereign  State  of  Panama, 

Office  of  the  Prefect  of  the  Department, 

Colon,  November  13,  1865. 
The  prefect  acknowledges  receipt  of  your  official  note  of  this  date.    When  he  addressed 
to  you  his  first  note  in  regard  to  the  deed  committed  by  the  soldier  belonging  to  the  James 
Adiger,  he  said  that  the  man  was  required  to  appear  to  make  his  declaration ;  this  was  the  de- 
claration which  every  officer  chargcNl  with  the  preKminaiy  proceedings  receives,  not  on  oath, 
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from  the  accused  ptrtiee.  Thefirefect  is  of  opiBion  that  the  consul  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  this  form  of  proceeding,  for  it  is  that  in  mrce  in  all  nations,  and  he  was  therefore  much 
surprised  at  receiving  the  consurs  note  of  yesterday's  date,  and  replied  to  it  that  **  by  our  laws, 
and  I  believe  by  those  of  the  whole  world,  those  who  commit  a  crime  voluntarily  or  otherwise 
are  considered  as  the  accused,  and  do  not  make  depositions  on  their  trial  as  witnesses  ;  the 
undersigned  cannot,  therefore,  give  the  consul  the  g^uarantee  which  be  demands  for  the 
soldier/* 

The  prefect  is  now  made  aware  that  although  you  will  apply  to  the  commander  of  the  James 
Adg[er  for  the  criminal,  you  will  not  advise  his  surrender  as  such.    The  remark  you  make  in 

{'ustification  of  the  proceeding,  which  resulted  in  the  killing  of  a  man,  is  extremely  weak  and 
>arely  merits  refutation ;  vou  will  nevertheless  agree  that  the  sentry  ought  not  to  have  fired 
on  the  Jamaica  man,  for  it  is  certain  that  he  could  not  have  been  order^  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  to  kill  any  one,  but  simply  to  watch  over  the  property  which  was  on  the  wharf 
belonging  to  the  ship. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  State  will  this  day  be  informed  of  this  unfortunate  occurrence, 
in  order  that  be  may  take  cognizance  of  it. 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDES. 
r.  W.  EiCE,  Esq., 

United  states  Consult  AspinwaU. 


Lord  Clarendom  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 
Communicated  by  Sir  F.  Bruce,  February  8,  1866.] 

FoRKiGN  Officb,  January  19,  1866. 

Sib  :  In  my  despatch  No.  68,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams  by  Mr.  Seward,  and  which  had  been 
communicated  to  me  by  the  former,  protesting  against  the  course  pursued  by  her 
M^esty's  government  wi^h  regard  to  the  Shenandoah. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  this  despatch  under  their  consideration 
in  communication  with  the  proper  law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  and  I  have  now 
to  state  to  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  avoid  ex- 
pressing their  surprise  and  regret  at  the  tone  and  style  which  throughout  charac- 
terize it  The  despatch  imputes  to  her  Majesty's  government  in  plain  terms  a 
determination  to  disregard  "applications  for  justice"  made  by  the  United  States 
government,  and  an  intention  to  shelter  from  the  punishment  due  to  their  offence 
persons  known  to  be  guilty  of  piracy. 

Her  Majesty's  government  think  that,  by  not  replying  to  this  extraordinary 
and  unfounded  charge,  they  shall  best  consult  theur  own  dignity  and  exhibit 
their  desire  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

With  respect  to  the  proofs  stated  to  have  been  furnished  to  her  Majesty's  gov 
emment  of  the  alleged  guilty  practices  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  the  statements 
as  to  the  nationality  of  ner  crew.  I  have  to  make  the  following  observations : 

Mr.  Seward,  in  his  despatch,  while  dwelling  only  upon  the  crime  of  piracy, 
which  he  assumes  to  have  been  committed  by  the  commander  and  crew  of  the 
Shenandoah,  says  that  the  alleged  offenders,  when  under  the  power  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  obtained  their  '*  discharge  and  unconditional  enlargement" 
upon  two  grounds :  First,  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  in  their  possession 
no  evidence  to  impeach  a  prevaricating  plea  of  the  commander;  and,  secondly, 
that  none  of  those  persons  were  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  <'  whereas,"  he  says, 
"upon  evidence,  which  seems  to  this  government  entirely  conclusive,  all  the 
offenders  were  either  native  subjects  of  the  Queen,  or  had  become,  by  some 
sufficient  form  of  refuge  or  domiciliation^  amenable  equally  with  native  subjects 
to  the  penal  laws  of  the  realm,** 

Mr.  Seward  cannot  be  ignorant  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  never 
alleged  the  fact  that  none  of  these  persons  were  shown  to  be  subjects  of  Groat 
Britain,  as  a  reason  for  not  prosecuting  them  for  piracy.    Foreigners  guilty  of 
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piracy  are  as  macb  amenable  to  the  tribunals  of  this  country  as  natural-bom 
subjects.  It  was  only  with  reference  to  a  very  different  question,  namely, 
whether  any  charge  could  be  made  under  the  foreign  enluiment  acU  that  the  na« 
tionality  of  these  persons  was,  or  was  ever  alleged  to  be,  material.  That  questiou 
of  course  depended  upon  the  words  of  the  particular  statute  under  which  the 
enlistment  abroad  or  on  the  high  seas  of  persons  who  had  become,  by  any  *'  form 
of  refage  or  domiciliation,"  or  otherwise,  amenable  to  British  laws  while  in  this 
country,  would  not  be  an  offence,  unless  they  were  "  natural-bom  subjects  of  her 
Mwesty." 

Mr.  Seward  does  not  commit  himself  to  the  assertion  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment were  in  possession  of  evidence  to  show  that  any  of  those  persons  who 
formed  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah  when  she  arrived  at  Liverpool  were  natural* 
born  British  subjects ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  certain  that  her  Majesty's 
government  were  not  in  possession  of  such  evidence,  nor  could  such  a  fact  be 
presumed  in  the  absence  of  evidence,  against  individuals  coming  to  Liverpool 
on  board  a  confederate  ship  of  war,  and  nut  shown  to  have  enlisted  within  her 
Majesty's  dominions. 

To  return  to  the  first  ground,  the  only  material  one,  as  to  the  charge  of  piracv* 
upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  is,  and  so  far  truly,  said  to  have  acted ; 
whether  Captain  Waddell's  statement  was  or  was  not  open  to  the  charge  of  pre- 
varication brought  against  it  by  Mr.  Seward,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  detain  any  of  those  men  without  laying  an  informatiou 
against  them  before  a  magistrate  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  and  supporting 
it  by  at  least  some  prima  fade  evidence.  The  simple  fact  is,  that  there  was  no 
such  evidence.  But  Mr.  Seward  says,  (1)  that  every  part  of  the  unlawful 
transaction  complained  of  had  occurred  either  in  British  ports  or  on  the  decka 
of  the  Shenandoah,  herself  a  Brituh  vessel,  (2)  that  all  these  transactions  had 
been  fully  made  known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  (3)  that  any  partiea 
who  could  give  the  necessary  testimony  for  the  conviction  of  the  pirates  were 
not  only  within  British  jurisdiction,  but  actually  within  custody  of  agents  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

Each  of  these  propositions  must  be  separately  examined.  The  first  seems  to 
her  Majesty's  government  to  imply  that  Mr.  Seward's  charge  of  piracy  againsti 
the  Shenandoah  is  not  founded  upon  the  alleged  continuance  of  hostilities  by 
Captain  Waddell  after  he  had  received  notice  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  but 
that  he  designates  as  piracy  all  the  captures  made  by  that  vessel  during  th% 
whole  course  of  the  war,  and  endeavors  to  support  that  pretension  by  the  alle- 
gation that  she  was  throughout  **a  British  vessel.**  To  this  it  is  enough  to  8ay» 
that  such  a  view  is  opposed  either  to  universally  acknowledged  principles  of 
law,  or  to  notorious  and  indisputable  facts :  to  universally  acknowledged  prin-» 
ciples  of  law,  if  Mr.  Seward  means  to  contend  that  the  commander  and  crew  of 
a  vessel  commissioned  as  a  public  ship  of  war  by  a  revolutionary  government 
which  has  been  recognized  as  a  belligerent  power  by  neutral  nations,  can  b^ 
charged  in  a  neutral  country  with  piracy*  merely  for  capturing  and  destroying 
the  ships  of  the  other  belligerent ;  to  notorious  and  indisputable  facts  if  he  meana 
to  deny  that  the  Sea  King  was  transferred  and  delivered  by  former  British 
owners  and  commander  to  agents  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  whom  she  waa 
purchased,  in  order  that  she  might  be  employed  and  commissioned  by  and  in  tba 
service  of  those  States,  or  that  she  was  actually  so  employed  and  commissioned 
as  a  public  ship  of  war,  under  the  name  of  the  Shenandoah,  from  a  period  an- 
tecedent to  the  first  capture  made  by  her  down  to  the  close  of  the  war.  It  can- 
not be  too  distinctly  understood  that  no  charge  of  piracy  could  possibly  be  pro* 
ferred  or  entertained  against  this  vessel  under  these  circumstances  by  her 
Majesty's  government,  or  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  unless  it  had  been  satia* 
factorily  shown  that  this  ship  wilfully  continued  to  seize  and  destroy  United 
States  vessels  after  she  was  apprised  of  the  termination  of  the  war.    But  there 
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18  a  farther  answer  to  the  allegation  that  the  Shenandoah  is  to  he  regarded  as 
having  heen,  while  making  war  upon  the  United  States,  "a  British  veaeel." 
When  she  arrived  at  Liverpool,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1865,  re- 
quested her  Majesty's  government  to  take  possession  of  her,  "  with  a  view  to 
deliver  her  into  the  hands  of  his  (the  United  States)  government,"  taking  notice 
at  the  same  time  of  the  "belligerent  character"  which,  "in  the  eyes  of  her 
Majesty's  government,"  she  had  possessed,  thongh  suggesting  that  there  might 
be  grounds  for  taking  criminal  proceedings  against  the  persons  on  board,  eitiber 
because  "her  ravages"  appeared  to  have  been  continued  after  her  claim  to  a 
belligerent  character  had,  at  all  events,  ceased,  or  because  several  of  those  per- 
sons were  "British  subjects."  Her  Majesty's  government  having  received  from 
Captain  Waddell  the  possession  of  this  ship,  surrendered  by  him  expressly  for 
the  reasons  alleged  in  nis  letter  of  the  6th  of  November,  1865,  namely,  that  "  as 
all  the  property  ot  government  had  reverted  by  the  fortune  of  war  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  therefore  this  vessel,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States,  should  accompany  the  other 
property  already  reverted,"  complied  with  Mr,  Adams's  request,  and  delivered 
up  the  ship  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States  government,  at  the  same  time 
sending  Mr.  Adams  a  copy  of  Captain  Waddell's  letter.  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  14th  of  November,  1865,  stated  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool  had  taken  charge  of  the  vessel  under  his  itistructions,  and  added, 
what  has  unfortunately  not  been  verified  by  the  event,  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  that  the  promptness  of  this  proceeding  would  give  great  satisfaction  to 
his  government. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  you  that  Mr.  Adams's  request 
for  the  delivery  of  this  ship  to  the  United  States  government  could  neither  have 
been  made  or  complied  with  except  upon  the  ground  that  she  was,  in  the 
circumstances  which  had  happened,  the  lawful  property  of  that  government. 
If  she  had  been  British  owned,  as  Mr.  Seward  now  desires  to  represent,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  could  have  had  no  possible  claim  or  title  to 
her,  even  though  she  might  have  been  guilty  of  piracy ;  nor  could  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain  have  acquired  any  title  to  or  disposing  power  over  her,  by 
means  of  any  surrender  of  Captain  Waddell  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  or  by 
any  other  means  short  of  a  regular  forfeiture  and  condemnation  by  process  of  law. 

To  Mr.  Adams,  when  he  made  the  request,  all  this  was  of  course  perfectly 
well  known,  and  he  also  knew»  if  not  otherwise,  at  all  events  from  the  proceed- 
ings before  Vice  Chancellor  Wood,  in  the  case  of  The  United  States  r*.  Priolean, 
taken  by  his  own  direction,  that  the  government  and  the  courts  of  this  country 
must  necessarily  recognize  his  government  as  entitled  to  the  property  in  this 
vessel  on  the  ground  stated  by  Captain  Waddell,  namely,  that  she  had  been 
acquired  and  was  possessed  as  public  property  by  the  persons  who  during  the 
war  had  exercised  the  powers  of  government  in  the  Confederate  States ;  a  ground 
which,  I  may  add,  was  also  distinctly  recognized  by  the  judge  of  the  United 
States  prize  court  in  the  case  of  the  Wren.  Her  Majesty's  government  were 
at  the  time  entitled  to  assume,  and  they  did  so  assume,  Uiat  this  request  was 
made  upon  this  ground,  on  which  alone  it  could  be  supported,  and  afler  having 
so  obtained  the  delivery  of  the  vessel,  it  certainly  does  nbt  seem  to  her  Majesty's 
government  to  be  consistent  in  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  deny 
mat  she  was  a  public  ship  of  war  belonging  to  and  commissioned  by  the  revo- 
lutionary government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  dwelt  so  much  upon  this  point  because  it  seems  to  be  that  upon  which 
Mr.  Seward  really  relies.  I  now  proceed  to  examine  his  second  statement, 
namely,  that  "  all  the  transactions,"  supposed  to  make  out  a  case  of  piracy 
against  the  Shenandoah,  had  been,  **  before  the  crew  were  released  at  Liverpool, 
fully  made  known  to  her  Majesty's  government."  This  confirms  her  Majesty's 
government  in  their  impression  that  Mr.  Seward  does  not  mean  to  rely  upon 
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the  allegation  that  the  Shenandoah  continued  her  ravages  after  she  was  apprised 
of  the  termination  of  the  war.  For  the  fact  is,  that  the  only  particulars  with 
respect  to  any  capture  or  captures  made  hy  the  Shenandoah,  at  any  date  or 
dates  subsequent  to  the  termination  of  the  war,  which  had  ever  before  that  time 
been  communicated  to  her  Majesty's  government,  either  by  Mr.  Adams  or  in 
any  other  manner,  were  contained  in  the  documents  relating  to  the  capture  of 
the  William  C.  Nye,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1865,  which  were  forwarded  with 
Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Earl  Russell  of  the  2l6t  of  October  last,  and  of  which  I 
dow  enclose  copies.  These  documents,  however,  which  included  the  protest  of 
the  master  of  the  William  0.  Nye,  made  at  San  Francisco  on  the  7th  of  August 
last,  are  absolutely  silent  as  to  any  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  teimination  of 
the  war,  either  by  the  captors  or  by  the  master  and  crew  of  the  William  C.  Nye, 
or  by  any  of  the  persons  met  by  them  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  who  had  be- 
longed to  the  crews  of  vessels  previously  captured. 

This  seems  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  very  strong  negative  evidence 
that  the  termination  of  the  war  was  not,  in  fact,  known  at  the  time  when,  and 
in  the  seas  where,  this  capture  took  place.  But  whether  that  be  so  or  not,  these 
documents  certainly  did  not  put  her  Majesty's  government  in  possession  of  any 
evidence  showing,  or  tending  to  show,  that  the  crime  of  piracy  had  been  com- 
mitted. There  remains  only  Mr.  Seward's  third  statement,  that  "  any  parties 
who  could  give  the  necessary  testimony  for  the  conviction  of  the  pirates,  were 
not  only  within  British  jurisdiction,  but  virtually  within  the  custody  of  agents 
of  her  Majesty's  government."  As  Mr.  Seward  has  not  explained  to  what  per- 
sons he  here  refers,  I  can  only  say,  that  the  existence  of  persons  able  to  give 
such  testimony  was  not  then  known  or  indicated  to  her  Majesty's  government; 
and  if  it  was  then  known  to  the  minister  or  any  other  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  this  country,  it  was  not  communicated  by  them  to  her  Majesty's  government. 
If  Mr.  Seward  means  that  some  of  the  persons  forming  the  crew  of  the  Shen- 
andoah could  themselves  have  given  available  evidence  for.  the  purpose,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  no  such  evidence  was  oflTered,  or  known  to  be 
available  ;  and  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  our  usual  method  of  administering 
justice  to  endeavor  to  extract  from  persons  suspected,  even  on  probable  grounds 
of  crime,  admissions  capable  of  being  used  against  themselves. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  no  further  comments  to  offer  upon  this  des- 
patch, except  to  repeat  what  they  have  formerly  stated,  that  if  the  agents  of 
the  United  States  in  this  country,  or  any  other  persons,  were  in  possession  of 
evidence  on  which  a  charge  of  piracy  against  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Shen- 
andoah could  have  been  supported  before  a  magistrate,  it  was  competent  for 
them  to  have  themselves  preferred  such  a  charge,  and  to  have  obtained  a  con- 
viction thereon  in  due  course  of  law. 

You  will  read  and  give  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  Mr.  Seward. 
I  am,  &c.,  &;c., 

CLARENDON. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  G.  0.  B.,  Sfc.,  8pc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

Washington,  February  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  Sir  Henry  Parkes  having  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  the 
proceedings  which  he  had  adopted  last  November,  in  concert  with  the  represent- 
atives of  the  other  treaty  powers,  in  order  to  secure  the  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tions now  at  issue  in  Japan,  I  am  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  express  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the 
satisfaction  of  that  of  her  Majesty  at  the  cordiality  with  which  the  representatives 
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of  Great  Britain  aud  the  United  States  co-operate  in  a  matter  of  such  great  im- 
portance to  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Brmee. 

Department  of  State, 

Wfuhington^  February  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  and  to 
the  reply  of  the  17th  of  that  month  from  this  department,  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
improper  conduct  of  a  sentry  from  the  United  States  gunboat,  James  Adger, 
I  nave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  is  stated  that  a  naval  court  of  inquiry  has  been 
organized  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Aspinwall,  (or  Colon,)  to  convene  on  board 
the  James  Adger,  February  17, 1866,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the 
thorough  investigation  of  the  case  in  question.  The  court  will  take  the  testimony 
of  any  witnesses  which  her  Majesty's  government  may  desire  to  have  brought 
before  it,  and  any  agent  whom  they  may  authorize  will  be  received  by  the  court 
to  take  part  in  the  examination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frrdbrick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


\ 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  9,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  copy  of  the 
paper  which  you  read  to  me  yesterday,  and  which  was  a  despatch  concerning 
the  Shenandoah,  which  was  addressed  on  the  19th  ultimo  by  Lord  Clarendon 
to  you.  I  have  the  honor  to  say  in  reference  to  the  matters  therein  discussed, 
that  the  views  which  Lord  Clarendon  has  expressed  have  not  been  effectual  in 
changing  the  conviction  which  this  government  has  already  announced  there- 
upon, it  has  been  the  purpose  of  this  government  to  withdraw  from  corre- 
spondence concerning  the  class  of  cases  to  which  the  Shenandoah  belongs.  We 
have  understood  the  British  government  as  having  adopted  the  conclusion  that 
further  discussion  at  the  present  time  would  be  unprofitable. 

We  have  not  the  least  objection,  however,  to  the  addition  of  Lord  Clarendon's 
present  explanation  to  the  record. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Spc.,  Spc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  10,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th 
instant,  in  which  you  state  that  you  have  been  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  prin- 
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eipal  secretaiy  of  state  for  foreign  affiiirs  to  make  known  to  this  government  the 
satisfaction  with  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  learned  the  cordiality 
existing  between  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  while 
acting  in  concert  with  those  of  the  other  treaty  powers,  with  a  view  to  secure 
the  settlement  of  the  questions  now  at  issue  in  Japan,  and  to  inform  you  in  reply 
that  this  appreciation  will  be  made  known  to  t.he  representatives  of  the  United 
States  at  Japan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


> 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  13, 1866. 

Sir  :  In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  between  Oreat 
Britain  and  France  on  the  notice  to  determine  the  treaty  for  the  extradition  of  crimi- 
nals reference  has  been  made  to  the  working  of  the  extradition  treaties  between 
France  and  the  United  States — the  French  government  contending  that  they 
can  obtain  the  extradition  of  criminals  from  the  United  States  with  greater 
facility  than  from  Great  Britain. 

As  the  treaties,  and  the  legislative  acts  passed  in  the  two  countries  to  ^ive  them 
effect,  are  substantially  identical  with  respect  to  the  proof  required  of  me  crimes 
alleged,  her  Majesty's  government  are  anxious  to  ascertain  under  what  circum- 
stances this  alleged  difference  in  the  practical  results  of  the  treaties  has  grown 
up,  and  I  am  instructed  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with 
information  as  to  the  construction  the  government  of  the  United  States  puts  on 
the  provisions  of  the  extradition  treaties,  and  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  judges 
or  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  compliance  with  which  is  indispensable 
to  the  surrender  of  criminals. 

I  enclose  herewith  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  chief  magistrate  at  Bow  street, 
London,  which  states  precisely  the  evidence  required  by  the  British  magistrates, 
and  her  Majesty's  government  wish  to  ascertain  whether  the  judges  in  the  United 
States  require  less  evidence  in  such  cases. 

I  am  further  directed  to  inquire  whether  the  government  of  the  United  States 
consider  the  extradition  treaty  with  France  as  binding  them  to  give  up  persons 
convicted  in  France,  either  after  trial,  or  by  the  procedure  known  as  conviction 
**^ar  ctrntumace,*^  and  who  may  have  escaped  from  the  consequences  of  convic- 
tion. Her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
United  States,  were  a  proposal  made  on  the  part  of  France  to  include  such  per- 
sons in  a  new  extradition  treaty. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  for  any  information  you  can  give  me  on  these  points 
at  an  early  date,  as  the  subject  is  now  under  discussion  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  practice  and  views  held  with 
respect  to  extradition  by  the  United  States  will  have  much  weight  in  arriving 
at  an  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hnmble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc^  ifc,,  ifc. 


EztrmU  of  a  UUer  from  the  chief  magittrtUt  at  Bow  strut  to  the  under-secretarg  qf  state  for 
the  home  department,  dated  Janumrp  15.  1866,' 

The  requisite  evidence  would  be— 

let.  The  prodaction  of  a  warrant  of  arrest,  issued  b^  a  '*  comT:  jtent  magistrate^  in  France, 
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2d.  A  certified  copy  of  the  depositions  taken  before  the  said  mag^rate,  and  which  nrast 
contain  proofs  of  the  criminality  of  the  accosed. 
3d.  A  witness  who  conld  identify  the  accused. 


Sir  t,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  16,  1866. 

Sir:  As  the  reciprocity  treaty  is  about  to  expire,  I  am  anxious  to  report  in 
a  formal  shape  the  dispoeitiou  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  with 
reference  to  the  important  question  of  its  renewal,  and  I  therefore  submit  for 
your  consideration  the  following  proposals,  which  embody  the  views  of  her 
Majesty's  government  with  respect  to  it. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  seen  with  much  satisfaction  the  increase  of 
the  trading  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces  which 
has  grown  up  under  the  treaty,  and  the  beneficial  results  of  the  stipulations  it 
contains,  by  virtue  of  which  each  contracting  party  enjoys  the  uninterrupted 
use  of  the  facilities  of  transport  to  the  seaboard  possessed  by  the  other,  and 
participates  side  by  side  in  the  fisheries  without  restriction  or  interference. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  be  well  content  to  renew  the  treaty  in  its 
present  form. 

At  the  same  time  they  are  ready  to  reconsider  the  treaty  in  conjunction  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  if  such  a  course  would  be  agreeable  to 
them,  and  so  to  modify  its  terms  as  to  render  it,  if  possible,  more  beneficial  to 
both  countries  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 

If  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  feel  disposed  to  adopt  the 
latter  course,  an  arrangement  of  a  provisional  character  might  be  entered  into 
with  a  view  to  afford  time  for  fresh  negotiations,  and  I  should  take  pleasure  in 
submitting  to  the  consideration  of  my  government  any  proposal  to  that  effect 
which  you  might  do  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highes  tconsideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant^ 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  Wjlliam  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  February  16,  1866. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  received  latterly  accounts  of  the  great 
increase  of  piracy  on  the  coast  of  China.  The  pirates  possess  heavily  armed  and 
fast  sailing  loochos  manned  by  Chinamen  of  desperate  character,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  ai*sisted  by  foreigners.  They  no  longer  confine  their  attacks  to  the 
small  and  defenceless  class  of  junks,  but  attack  the  largest  sized  junks,  and 
even  European  vessels. 

The  aggregate  foreign  trade  with  China  does  not  fall  short  in  value  of  one 
hundred  millions  sterling,  and  a  large  amount  of  foreign  shipping  is  employed 
in  the  coast  trade.  These  great  interests  are  exposed  to  constant  risk  and  in- 
terruption by  the  operations  of  the  piratical  squadrons. 

The  Chinese  government  bound  itself  by  treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  concer 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  her  Majesty's  government  exert 
their  strongest  influence  at  Peking  to  induce  the  Chinese  government  to  act  np 
to  its  engagements  in  this  respect.  A  considerable  naval  armament  is,  moreover, 
as  you  are  aware,  employed  on  the  coasts  of  China  to  keep  the  pirates  in 
check. 
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Her  Hajeety^s  goyeniment  are  desirous  in  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  of  com- 
mon interest  aJTectiug  the  foreign  relations  of  Ohina,  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
treaty  powers  ;  and  as  the  United  States  are  largely  interested  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  this  evil,  which  threatens  the  commerce  of  all  alike,  I  am  instructed  to 
bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  believe  that  the  united  action  of  the  United  States 
and  Oreat  Britain  would  be  productive  of  the  best  results,  and  I  beg  to  suggest 
for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  instructing  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  in  China,  and  the  naval  commander  on  that  station,  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Peking,  in  urging  the  Chinese  government 
to  take  active  measures  for  the  eradication  of  piracy  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
British  admiral  in  measures  calculated  to  put  it  down. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sft.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  February  16,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
of  December  last,  in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  lunatics,  and  proposing  the 
return  to  Great  Britain  of  any  pauper,  British  subject,  becoming  limatic  while 
in  the  United  States,  the  expense  of  such  lunatic's  maintenance  while  in  this 
country  to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States,  her  Majesty's  government  paying 
the  actual  cost  of  removal,  and  that  such  an  arrangement  should  be  reciproc^ 
in  its  character. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  upon  inquiry,  I  find  no  record  of 
any  claim  having  been  presented  by  this  government  in  its  own  behalf  or 
that  of  any  State,  municipality,  or  corporation,  for  the  expenses  of  maintaining 
lunatic  suDJects  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  power.  The  case  of  lunacy 
belongs  to  the  several  States.  The  federal  government  has  no  lunatic  asylums, 
except  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  it  seems 
inexpedient  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  on  the  subject.  I  shall,  however, 
give  notice  to  the  State  authorities  of  the  course  proposed  by  her  Majesty's 
government,  for  their  information,  and  with  a  view  to  such  arrangements 
may  seem  to  them  to  be  called  for,  if  upon  further  consideration  her  Majesty's 
government  desire  it. 

I  would  suggest,  however,  that  the  communication  of  your  note  to  the  State 
authorities  may  be  construed  as  an  invitation  to  send  to  England  any  pauper, 
British  subject,  becoming  lunatic  in  this  country,  and,  ft*om  the  ambiguity  of  the 
expression,  "any  pauper,  British  subject,"  lead  to  proceedings  which  might 
prove  objectionable.  There  seems  to  be  some  uncertainty  as  to  whether  this 
includes  all  persons  who,  though  domiciled  in  this  country,  have  not  abjured 
their  British  allegiance,  or  is  to  be  restricted  to  travellers  and  temporary 
sojourners. 

Awaiting  any  further  suggestions  which  you  may  offer  on  the  subject,  I  have 
the  honor  to  b^  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc^  ipe.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

WaskingtOHf  February  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  which  70U  ad- 
dressed to  me  on  the  16th  instant,  concerning  a  proposed  extension  of  the 
reciprocity  treaty.  Perhaps  I  conld  not  reply  in  any  other  manner  more  satis- 
factorily than  I  shall  now  do,  by  stating  anew  the  verbal  explanations  which  I 
have  haid  heretofore  occasion  to  make  to  you  upon  that  subject. 

The  character  of  the  constitutional  distribution  of  public  affairs  amongst  the 
different  departments  of  the  government  is  well  known.  It  confides  commerce 
and  national  finance  expressly  to  the  legislature. 

The  now  expiring  reciprocity  treaty  constitutes  almost  the  only  case  in  which 
the  executive  department  has  by  negotiation  assumed  a  supervision  of  any  ques- 
tion of  either  commerce  or  finance.  Even  in  that  case  the  executive  depart- 
ment did  little  more  than  to  make  a  treaty,  the  details  of  which  had  been  vir- 
tually matured  beforehand  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  sanctioa 
was  given  to  the  treaty  afterwards  by  express  legislation.  The  question  of 
continuing  that  treaty  involves  mainly  subjects  of  the  special  character  which  I 
have  before  described. 

GareM  inquiry  made  during  the  recess  of  Congress  induced  the  President  to 
believe  that  there  was  then  no  such  harmony  of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  the  treaty  as  would  encourage  him  in  directing  negotiations  to  be 
opened.  Inquiries  made  since  the  reassembling  of  Congress  confirmed  the  be- 
lief then  adopted  that  Congress  prefers  to  treat  the  subject  directly,  and  not  to 
approach  it  tnrough  the  forms  of  diplomatic  agreement. 

In  accordance  with  this  conviction  all  communications,  verbal  and  written* 
upon  the  subject,  have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  proper  com- 
mittees of  Congress,  and  the  question  of  extending  a  system  of  reciprocal  trade 
with  the  British  provinces  on  our  frontier  awaits  their  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  igc.,  9fc,,  ^ 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  19, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16tfa 
instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  December,  on  the  expediency  of  a  recip- 
rocal arrangement  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  main- 
tenance and  transport  hence  of  pauper  lunatics  of  the  two  countries. 

The  observations  contained  in  it,  on  the  authority  to  make  such  arrangemeiits 
being  vested  in  the  individual  States  composing^  the  Union,  and  on  the  necessi^ 
of  defining  clearly  the  persons  designated  as  *'  British  pauper  lunatics,'*  seem  to 
me  well  worthy  of  consideration,  and  I  venture  to  request  you  to  take  no  far- 
ther steps  in  the  matter  until  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  my  government  to  the  statements  in  your  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward 
by  this  oppoEtunity. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moat  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FBEDEBICK  W.  A.  BBUOE. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^r.,  Sfc.  ^,^^^,^  ^y  GoOglc 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wiuhingtant  February  21,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  .in  regard  to  co-operative  measures  for  securing  the  suppression  of  piracy 
in  Chinese  waters,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  the  diplomatic  representative 
of  the  United  States  in  China,  and  their  chief  naval  officer,  will  be  instructed  to 
co-operate,  so  far  as  they  properly  can,  with  those  of  other  western  powers, 
towards  the  ends  indicated  in  your  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FfiEDEfiICK  W,  SEWARD, 

Acting  Sepretarff, 
Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr.  F.  TV.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washtngton,  February  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  inquiring,  at 
the  instance  of  your  government,  for  information  in  regard  to  the  interpretation 
of  an  extradition  treaty  with  France,  with  the  judges  and  commissioners  in  our 
country,  and  whether  the  United  States  government  consider  themselves  bound 
under  their  present  treatv  with  France  to  deliver  up  persons  convicted  in  that 
country,  either  after  trial,  or  by  the  procedure  known  as  conviction  par  cofUu- 
mace,  and  who  may  have  escaped  from  the  consequences  of  conviction,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  upon  these  subjects  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  district  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  of  the  20th 
instant,  together  with  three  printed  copies  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  22f 
1860,  therein  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 

Acting  Secretary, 
Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brucb.,  ^.,  SfCf  Sfc 


Mr.  Diekin$an  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  TJirrrED  States 

FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  February  20, 1866. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commanicationB  dated,  reepect- 
iyely,  on  the  13th  and  15th  instant,  endoeing  certain  questions  in  reference  to  the  practical 
working  of  the  extradition  treaty  between  France  ana  the  United  States,  with  the  reqnest 
that  I  would  endeavor  to  have  the  Aame  answered. 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  subject  referred  to,  and  have  conferred  with  the  United 
States  commissioners  in  this  district,  who  have  most  firequently  had  occasion  to  exercise  their 
magisterial  powers  for  the  purpose  of  retuminf^  criminals  under  the  various  extradition 
treaties  with  foreign  countries,  and  have  examined  such  abjudications  on  the  questions  at 
issue  as  are  reported  in  the  books. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  m^  inqtdries: 

A  simple  mamdat  d^arret,  or  capias,  issued  by  a  French  juge  de  paix,  does  not  entitle  the 
French  goTemment  to  the  extradition  from  this  country  of  a  person  accused  of  a  crime  pro- 
Tided  for  by  the  treaty. 

The  proceedings  which  must  be  taken  here  to  enable  the  French  anthoiities  to  obtain  the 
extradition  of  such  a  pecBon  are :  ^ 

1^  A  complaint  maae  under  oath  or  affirmation,  before  an  officer  vested  with  the  requisite 
antmnrity,  cnarging  such  person  with  having  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  freneh 


/ 


228  DIPLOMATIC  C0RRE8P0NDE1I0& 

goTenimeDt  a  crime  enamerated  In  the  treaty.    On  this  complaint  a  warrant  is  issoed  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  accused. 

2.  On  the  accused  being  brought  before  the  magistrate,  such  evidence  mt^st  be  presented 
as  would  be  deemed  sufficient  by  that  officer  to  commit  him  for  trial  if  the  crime  nad  been 
committed  here. 

This  evidence  may  consist  of  parol  testimony  or  copies  of  the  depositions  and  other  papers, 
upon  which  an  original  warrant  may  have  been  granted  in  France,  legally  authenticated,  so 
as  to  entitle  them  to  be  received  for  similar  purposes  in  that  country. 

3.  The  parol  evidence  of  a  witness  who  can  identify  the  accused. 

Written  depositions  may  be  admitted  in  evidence,  without  parol  evidence,  where  thdr  au- 
thentication IS  attested,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  22,  1860.  (12 
Stat  at  Large,  p.  84,  sec  I.) 
There  is  nothing,  however,  in  the  statute  to  prevent  their  attestation  by  parol. 
The  commissioners  whom  I  havA  consulted  do  not  consider  that  the  extradition  treaty  with 
France  would  warrant  them  in  giving  up  escaped  convicts  who  had  been  convicted  either 
after  trial  or  par  eontumaee,  merely,  on  the  record  of  their  conviction.  They  would  require 
the  same  evidence  in  such  cases  as  if  the  accused  had  not  been  convicted. 

In  this  view  of  the  law  I  concur  with  the  commissioners,  nor  would  I  deem  it  good  policy 
for  the  government  to  include  the  return  of  such  persons  within  the  provisions  of  an  extra- 
dition treaty  on  any  other  basis. 

The  return  of  persons  whose  presence  for  other  reasons  might  be  desired  in  a  foreign 
country,  could  be  secured  with  much  ease  if  tiie  record  of  a  conviction  par  couttimmce  was 
sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedint  servant, 

D.  8.  DICKINSON, 
United  Statet  DUtriet  AUomeg. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

SureUnj  of  Siaie. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

WasAingtan,  March  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yonr  note  of  the  16th  ultimo,  and  to  mv  reply  of  the  2l8t 
of  the  same  month,  on  the  subject  of  sappreasing  piracy  in  the  Chinese  waters, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  thieCdepartment  is  informed,  by  a  letter  of  yester- 
day's date  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Henry  M. 
Bell,  commanding  the  East  India  squadron,  has  been  instructed  to  act  in  concert 
with  other  powers  to  the  end  proposed,  consulting  with  the  United  States  min- 
ister to  China,  and  the  commander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  in  Chinese 
waters,  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc^  ifc.,  ^ 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  consul  for  the  State  of  Maryland  has  forwarded  to  me 
copies  of  a  correspondence  between  himself  and  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney at  Baltimore,  on  the  jurisdiction  which  can  be  exercised  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  mutinies  occurring  on  board  British  mer- 
chant ships  in  American  waters. 

The  circumstances,  which  unfortunately  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  which  led 
to  Mr.  Bemars  application,  are  the  following : 

The  British  batk  Campsie  cleared  from  Baltimore  on  Norember  16,  1865, 
and  dropping  down  Chesapeake  bay,  came  to  an  anchor  about  ninety  miles 
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below.  The  following  moniiug  tbe  men  refnsed  to  weigh  the  anchors,  and  de- 
clared they  woHld  not  go  to  sea  in  the  vessel.  They  had  no  specific  complaint 
to  make,  or  reason  to  give  for  their  refusal,  bat  they  had  shipped  for  the  run 
across  at  forty  dollars  a  month,  and  htid  received  Jifiy  doUart  advance. 

The  captain  hailed  a  passing  steamer  and  came  up  to  Baltimore  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Bemal  for  assistance  to  enable  him  to  overpower  and  iron  the  men,  and 

get  his  anchorJB  weighed,  as  then,  with  the  assistance  of  the  mates,  he  could  set 
is  sails  and  get  out  to  sea,  when  the  sailors  would  have  to  turn  to  their  work. 

Mr.  Bemal's  first  application  was  to  the  custom-house,  but  their  revenue 
cutter  was  absent  He  then  sent  to  the  United  States  marshal,  who  consulted 
the  district  attomny,  and  the  latter  sent  him  word  that  he  should  have  assist- 
ance if  he  could  show  him  "  any  treaty."  The  municipal  police  could  give  no 
aid,  since  it  was  entirely  out  of  their  jurisdiction,  even  if  they  were  disposed  to 
interfere.  Mr.  Bemal  therefore  counselled  the  captain  to  go  down  to  Fortress 
Monroe  and  see  if  the  naval  authorities  would  help  him.  He,  however,  returned 
to  his  vessel,  and  a  revenue  cutter  coming  in  signt  he  signalled  for  assistance, 
and  an  armed  boat's  crew  was  sent  on  board.  Mr.  Bemal  subsequently  met 
the  lieutenant  who  was  sent,  and  who  told  him  he  never  saw  such  a  set  of  raf- 
fians.  They  broke  seventeen  pairs  of  irons  before  he  could  secure  them,  and 
they  tried  to  seize  his  boat  Me  took  the  vessel  into  Norfolk,  and  the  nine 
mutineers  were  put  in  jail.  The  vessel  lay  there  some  days,  but  finding  there 
was  no  chance  of  the  men  being  put  on  trial,  the  master  sailed  for  Ireland. 
Four  of  the  men  becoming  penitent,  and  sailors  being  extremely  scarce,  he  took 
them  on  board,  shipping  fresh  men  in  place  of  the  five  he  left  behind,  for  whom 
he  left  sufficient  money  to  pay  their  jail  fees  for  ten  more  days.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  the  judee  of  the  circuit  being  absent,  the  men  were  set  at 
liberty.  The  United  States  district  attorney  at  Norfolk  has  since  informed  Mr. 
Vice-Consul  Myers  that  Judge  Underbill  has  given  his  opinion  that  he  would 
have  had  no  power  to  try  these  men. 

On  the  26th  ultimo  the  bark  Elathleen  cleared  from  Baltimore,  and  after 
proceeding  about  fifteen  miles  the  very  same  thing  occurred.  The  ringleader 
m  this  instance  was  also  the  ringleader  of  the  mutiny  on  the  Gampsie,  and  one 
of  the  five  men  left  in  jail  at  Norfolk. 

It  appears  that  there  is  an  organized  gane  of  men  who  practice  their  old 
game  of  "  bounty-jumping"  by  shipping  as  sailors,  receiving  their  advance,  and 
&en  deserting  or  refusing  to  work. 

The  application  for  redress  was  made  fruitlessly  as  before,  and  finally  the 
master  shipped  a  new  crew  and  procured  some  strong  police  irons  in  order  to 
carry  the  worst  of  the  mutineers  over  to  England. 

Mr.  Jones,  in  his  letter  to  the  consul,  dated  January  18, 1866,  seems  inclined 
to  hold  that  the  United  States  authorities  in  such  cases  might  interfere  at  the 
request  of  the  consul,  but  he  suggests  that  the  point  should  be  referred  to  Wash- 
ington, and  accordingly  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  question 
stated  in  Mr.  Bemal's  letter  of  the  4th  January,  as  to  the  remedy  or  protection 
existing  in  the  event  of  a  mutiny  occurring  on  board  a  British  merchant  vessel 
in  American  waters. 

From  the  reports  of  various  consular  officers  it  appears  that  the  evil  is  one  of 
considerable  mi^itude  and  injurious  to  commerce,  and  that  it  is  most  desirable 
that  seamen  should  not  be  allowed  to  commit  these  mutinous  acts  with  impunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  4^.,  4^.,  i^. 
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Mr.  BenuU  to  Mr.  Jane9. 

British  Consulate  fob  the  State  op  Martlahd, 

Baltimore,  December  89,  1865. 

Sm  :  Repeated  cases  are  occarring  of  mutinj  on  board  British  merchant  yeesels  clearing 
from  this  port.  A  set  of  men  are  makipg  a  business  of  shipping  themselves,  receiring  their 
advance,  and  then  obstinately  refosing  to  do  their  duty  as  saibrs. 

They  count  on  the  inability  of  captains  to  remain  here  to  prosecute  them,  and  on  the 
chance  of  their  consequently  escaping  unpunished.  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  that  not 
only  is  a  serious  loss  and  injury  inflicted  on  these  p«rticular  vessels,  but  the  whole  shipping 
community  are  likely  to  become  sufferers  by  an  evil  which  Is  sure  to  increase  in  proportion 
to  the  impunity  which  may  attend  its  progress.  Some  weeks  ago  a  mutiny  occurred  in 
Chesapeake  bay  on  board  the  British  bark  Campsie,  and  was  only  quellea  bv  the  moat 
determined  measures  taken  by  the  captain  of  a  United  States  revenue  cutter  which  fortu- 
nately happened  to  come  up.  On  my  applying,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  affair,  to  the  United 
States  marshal  for  assistance  to  enable  the  captain  to  overpower  the  mutineers,  I  received 
word,  as  I  understood,  from  you  that  it  should  oe  dven  if  I  could  show  that  it  was  provided 
for  in  the  treaty.  I  believe  that  international  comity  requires  no  treaty  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
Be  this  as  it  ma^r,  my  present  object  is  to  ask  you  to  be  food  enough  to  inform  me  if  I  can 
look  to  the  United  States  officials  for  assistance  should  I  unfortunately  require  it  at  any 
future  time  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  also,  when  the  captain  of  the  vessel  cannot  remain  to 
prosecute,  whether  there  would  be  any  means  of  getting  such  mutineers  punished. 
I  have,  ^bc, 

FBEDEBICE  BEBNAL. 

W.  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  United  8uue$  Dietriet  Attorney,  BoUimort. 


Mr.  Jone$  to  Mr,  Bemal. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  99th  ulti 
mo  in  reference  to  mutineers  upon  British  ships  clearing  from  this  port. 

I  shall  take  very  great  pleasure  in  rendering  every  assistance  in  my  power,  and  which  I 
am  authorized  to  render  by  the  acts  of  Congress. 

I  refer  you  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  11,  1864,  chapter  cxvi,  page  121,  13 
Statutes  at  Large,  for  the  law  regulating  the  subject 
lam,  &0., 

W.  J.  JONES, 
United  Btateo  Dietriet  Attorney  for  MarffUnd. 
Frederick  Bbrnal,  Esq. 


Mr,  Bemal  to  Mr,  Jonee, 

British  Consulate  for  the  State  op  Maryland, 

Baltimore,  January  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  hes  to  thank  you  for  your  communication  and  for  the  expression  of  your  willing- 
ness to  do  all  the  law  empowers  you  in  regard  to  mutinies  occurring  on  board  British  mer- 
chant vessels.  I  have  examined  the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1864,  referred  to  by  you,  and 
find  that  it  is  almost  a  repetition  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1829.  There  is  no  special  consular 
convention  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  but  the  enclosed  paragraph  taken  from 
Wilmer  &,  Smith's  European  Times  relative  to  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  sailors  on 
board  American  vessels  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  will  show  you  that  the  absence  of  a  conven- 
tion does  not  prevent  American  shippiug  interests  frx>m  receiviug  due  protection  in  England. 
The  point  on  which  I  want  you  to  oe  good  enough  to  inform  me  in  your  position  as  a  legal 
official  of  the  United  States  is  this  :  In  the  absence  of  an  express  consular  convention  be- 
tween our  two  countries,  and  in  view  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1864;  what  remedy  or 
protection  exists  in  the  event  of  a  mutiny  occurring  on  board  a  Britiah  merchant  vessel  while 
m  American  waters. 
I  have,  Slc, 

FREDERICK  BERKAL. 
W.  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  United  States  District  Attorney,  Baltimore, 

P.  S. — I  would  particularly  draw  your  attention  to  the  second  of  the  two  enclosed 
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Mr.  Jmui  to  Mr.  BermU. 


Baltimore,  Januarjf  18,  1865. 
Sm :  I  regret  that  jour  commnnication  of  the  4th  instant  has  remained  so  long  unanswered, 
owing  to  mj  professional  engagements  and  severe  illness  in  mj  family. 

But  now  in  reply  thereto  I  say  that  I  should  hesitate  seriously  before  I  would  direct  the 
officers  of  the  court  to  enter  upon  a  British  vesseL  I  admit  that  the  recmest  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  British  government  would  seem  to  justify  such  action,  and  to  estop  that  gov- 
ernment from  making  any  complaint,  but  as  a  measure  of  prudence  I  suggest  that  you  refer 
the  matter  to  your  minister  at  Washington,  so  that  he  may  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
Department  of  State, 
lam,  ^bCy 

W.  J.  JONES, 
Vnittd  8UUe$  DUtriet  AUomegfor  Marjfland. 
Frederick  Bbmkal,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  16,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  iiave  tbe  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tli»  7th  instant,  relative  to  the  question  stated  in  its  accompanying  copy  of  a 
letter  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  addressed  hj  her  Majesty's  consul  for  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  Baltimore,  as  to  the 
remedy  <ftr  protection  existing  in  the  event  of  a  mutiny  occurring  on  board  a 
British  merchant  vessel  in  American  waters. 

With  regard  to  the  circumstance  which  gave  rise  to  Mr.  Bemal's  application, 
as  described  in  your  communication,  I  Lave  the  honor  in  reply  to  state  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  jurisdiction  tof  our  officers  and  tribunals  to  interfere  in 
the  way  of  prevention  or  of  punishment  in  breaches  of  the  peace  occurring  in 
American  waters  upon  foreign  vessels.  There  is  no  reason  why  our  police, 
civil  or  naval,  should  hesitate  to  board  a  British  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  quell- 
ing a  mutiny,  attended  with  assaults  upon  the  officers  or  violent  resistance  to 
the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  authority— or  subjecting  refractory  seamen  to 
temporary  confinement.  The  difficulty,  however,  is  supposed  to  arise  in  cases 
where  seamen  simply  refuse  to  work,  and  where  connnement  of  them  would 
reduce  the  vessel  to  a  floating  jail,  without  the  power  of  motion.  The  remedy 
that  is  supposed  to  be  wanted  is  a  compulsion  upon  the  men  to  do  their  duty ; 
in  other  words,  to  enforce  a  specific  obligation  of  their  contract.  No  officer  or 
tribunal  of  the  United  States  has  the  capacity  to  apply  such  a  remedy,  except 
in  execution  of  a  treatv  or  convention,  which  seems  necessary  as  the  basis  of 
laws  of  Congress  regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding.  A  treaty  is  also  neces- 
sary to  justify  the  detention  here  of  a  foreign  seaman  upon  the  order  of  his 
consul,  or  otherwise  than  as  a  criminal  offender. 

For  any  intervention  beyond  the  limit  thus  indicated  an  agreement  between 
the  two  governments  would  seem  to  be  requisite.  I  have  to  remark,  however, 
that  the  question  which  I  have  discussed  is  purely  a  legal  one,  upon  which  I 
ought  to  reserve  myself  for  consultation  with  the  Attorney  General.  Giving 
you  the  opinions  now  entertained  by  me,  I  will  at  any  time  request  the  opinion 
of  the  law  officer,  if  a  practical  case  shall  arise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  shr,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ifc,^  4^.,  ^* 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

WtuhimgUmf  March  21,  1866. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  in 
regard  to  the  shooting  of  George  Holmes,  a  native  of  Jamaica,  by  the  sentinel 
of  the  United  States  gunboat  James  Adger,  while  she  was  lying  alongside 
one  of  the  wharves  at  Colon,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  and  its  accompaniments  from  the  Navy 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  4o  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick*  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^v.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  WelU$  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

Wmshington,  ifafdk  15,  1^66. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  traiumit  herewith  a  cop  j  of  the  finding  of  the  materiaL  fticts  b  v  a 
naval  court  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  killing  of  Georf^e  Holmes,  colored,  aiiid  tP  b^  Briiish 
subject,  at  Aspinwall,  United  States  of  Colombia,  on  the  ]Oth  day  of  November,  1 865.  I 
also  return  herewith  all  the  papers  transmitted  hy  the  Department  of  State  reladve  to  the 
affair.  ^  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant.  * 

GIDEON  WELLES,  Secretary  ofth^Navy. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Waekington,  D.  C.  .  * 


The  naval  court  of  inquiry  convened  on  board  the  United  States  steamship  James 
Adg^r  at  Aspinwall,  United  States  of  Colombia,  on  the  20th  of  February,  18<i6,  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  investigate  the  shooting  and  killing 
of  George  Holmes,  (colored,)  was  in  the  words  following  : 

The  court,  after  maturely  considering  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  case,  find  the  following 
fiicts  establidhed : 

That  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  on  the  night  of  November  10,  1865,  was 
lying  alongside  the  Central  wharf  at  Aspinwall,  United  States  of  Colombia,  having  hauled 
In  for  coal  and  stores. 

That  two  sentries  from  the  marine  guard  of  the  James  Adger  were  posted  on  the  wharf,  in- 
side the  gates,  to  protect  the  property  of  the  United  States  on  the  wharf,  and  to  prevent  de- 
sertions from  the  ship. 

That  to  land  marines  from  United  States  ships  of  war  for  such  duty,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, has  been  and  still  is  usual  at  Aspinwall  and  Panama. 

That  James  Klnsilla  was  one  of  the  sentries  on  that  Central  wharf  on  the  night  of  No- 
vember 10,  1865,  and  that  the  orders  for  his  post  were  **To  allow  no  one  to  pass  through  the 
gate  except  officers  of  the  United  States  steamship  James  Adger.'* 

That  the  post  of  Kinsilla  was  No.  1 ,  and  that  the  other  sentrv,  Gallagher,  was  post  No.  % 
being  at  the  side  of  the  wharf  opposite  to  No.  1  post,  and  divided  from  it  bv  a  raised  plat- 
form with  stores  upon  it  and  by  railroad  cars.  The  post  of  Kinsilla,  post  No.  1,  being  the 
only  one  with  means  of  entrance  to  and  exit  from  the  wharf— the  gate  by  Gallagher's  post, 
•  post  No.  2,  being  closed. 

That  several  negroes  had  been  allowed  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  to  pass  in  at  Kin- 
silla's  post,  post  No.  1,  by  special  permission  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander 
John  MacDearmid,  commanding  the  United  States  steamship  James  Adger,  to  sleep  upon  the 
wharf,  and  that  others  who  had  been  employed  upon  the  wharf  during  the  day  had  been 
permitted  to  remain  there  after  working  hours,  to  sleep,  and  that  all  these  negroes  had  been 
made  to  lie  down  near  the  ship  and  not  allowed  to  remain  near  the  gate,  nor  near  the  oentie 
of  the  wharf  where  the  United  States  stores  were. 

That  on  the  night  in  question  the  space  from  the  gate  where  Kinsilla  was  posted  to  the 
ship  was  well  lighted  with  ship's  lanterns. 
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That  at  abont  11  o'clock  of  the  nig^ht  of  November  10, 1865,  a  colored  man  Mproached 
the  poet  of  Kinailla  from  the  town,  and  was  challenged  and  ordered  to  halt  by  the  sentry. 
He  did  not  halt,  bnt  advanced  upon  the  sentry  with  a  dab  in  his  hand  and  endeavored  to 
pass  his  post 

That  tne  jsentry,  Kinsilla,  remuning  at  his  post  within  the  gate,  brought  his  musket  to  a 
charge,  bayonet  unfixed,  and  again  ordered  the  negro  to  halt. 

That  the  negro  seized  the  musket,  advanced  one  foot  within  the  gate,  and  struck  the 
sentrv,  Kinsilla,  twice— once  on  the  left  arm  and  once  on  the  left  hand,  still  endeavoring  to 
pass  his  post. 

That  the  dischai^gpe  of  the  sentry's  musket  followed  the  last  blow  from  the  club  immedi- 
ately, and  that  by  this  discharge  the  negro  man  was  shot  dead  in  attempting  to  force  his 
way  past  the  sentry's  post. 

That  the  discharge  of  the  musket  was  consequent  upon  the  encounter  between  the  negro 
and  the  sentry,  and  was  not  a  deliberate  or  premeditated  act  on  the  part  of  the  sentry. 

That  the  sentry  on  post  No.  2,  Gallagher,  neard  the  sentry  on  post  No.  1 ,  Kinsilla,  at  about 
11  o'clock  p.  m.,  order  a  man  to  halt,  but  did  not  hear  any  conversation  following  this  order. 

That  the  corporal  of  the  guard,  Whelan,  who  was  at  the  gangway  of  the  James  Adger 
when  th^  musket  was  discharged,  went  instantly  to  the  gate,  where  he  found  the  sentry, 
Kinsilla,  at  his  post,  and  saw  tne  body  of  a  black  man  lyii^  just  outside  the  gateway,  ap- 
parently dead. 

That  the  sentry,  Kinsilla,  reported  to  him  that  the  man  had  attempted  to  pass  after  he  had 
ordered  him  to  halt,  and  had  struck  him  twice  with  a  club,  and  that  tne  blow  had  discharged 
his  musket  and  shot  the  man.  Which  statement  Kinsilla  made  in  substance  to  the  chief 
engineer,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  the  8Uj|reon's  steward,  Mr.  White,  who  immediately  followed  the 
corporal  of  the  guard  to  the  gate.  And  that  the  sentry  made  the  same  report  to  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  Commander  John  MacDearmid,  who  came  upon  th^  wharf  soon  after  and 
interrogated  him ;  and  that  these  facts  were  so  reported  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  Mr.  Hollo- 
way,  by  the  corporal  of  the  g^rd. 

That  none  of  the  negroes  who  were  sleeping  on  the  wharf  were  sufficiently  near  to  over- 
hear what  was  passing  between  the  sentrv  and  the  man  who  was  shot. 

That  there  is  no  reliable  testimony  to  s£ow  that  any  one  was  sufficiently  near  outside  the 
gate  to  hear  what  was  passing  between  the  sentry  and  the  man  who  was  shot. 

That  the  alcalde  of  Aspinwall  afterwards  visited  the  wharf,  and  after  hearing  from  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander  MacDearmid  a  report  of  the  affiur,  demanded  that  the 
sentrv  should  be  delivered  to  him,  which  demand  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander 
MacDearmid  reftised  to  comply  with,  but  consented  to  produce  the  sentry  before  him  at  his 
office  on  the  following  morning,  which  he  did. 

That  on  the  following  morning  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commander  MacDearmid 
took  the  sentry,  Kinsilla,  on  shore  to  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  that  he  might  be  examined  in 
regard  to  the  occurrence  of  the  preceding  night ;  and  while  so  at  the  alcalde's  office  the 
prefect  demanded  that  Kinsilla  be  delivered  up  as  a  criminal,  which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  MacDearmid  refused  to  do,  and  the  sentry,  Kinsilla,  was  returned  on 
board  the  James  Adger.  The  proceedings  of  the  authorities  on  shore  were  subsequentlv  in 
the  nature  of  correspondence  with  the  United  States  consul  at  Aspinwall,  and  copies  of  all 
letters  on  the  subject  are  annexed  to  the  record. 

That  private  Kinsilla  bears  an  excellent  character  on  board  the  James  Adger,  and  is  par- 
ticularly noted  for  his  peaceftil  disposition.  His  appearance  and  demeanor  before  the  court 
confirm  this  favorable  testimonjr  as  to  his  character. 

The  court  desire  to  add  to  this  summary  of  the  testimony  the  further  statement,  that  so 
for  from  the  shooting  of  persons  on  shore  at  Aspinwall  by  sailors  or  marines  of  the  United 
States  being  a  **not  unusual  occurrence,"  the  evidence  taken  on  this  point  shows  that  the 
instance  in  question  is  the  only  one  within  the  knowledge  of  the  present  United  States  con- 
sul, who  has  resided  on  the  isthmus  for  fifteen  years.  It  will  appear  from  the  record  that 
the  British  vice-consul  at  Aspinwall,  Mr.  Thomas  Cathcart  Taylor,  was  invited  to  be  present, 
either  himself  or  by  deputy,  during  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  was  also  desired  to 
furnish  the  names  of  witnesses  competent  to  testify  in  the  case. 

The  correspondence  between  the  court  and  Mr.  Tavlor  shows  why  he  was  not  present  at 
the  session  oi  the  court,  and  is  appended  to  and  made  part  of  the  record  in  the  case. 

WM.  REYNOLDS, 
Commmnder  UmUd  SUUes  Nmv$,  PrtndetU  of  Us  OmrL 

H.  £.  Daniels,  Judge  Advocate, 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  23, 1866. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  27th  December  last,  re- 
specting the  desire  of  the  United  States  goyemment  to  appomt  a  oonsid  or  a 
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coiuralar  agent  at  Hamilton,  Canada  West,  I  have  die  bonor  to  inform  yon,  in 
accordance  with  tbe  InBtmctions  which  I  have  receiyed*  that  her  Mi^eety's  gov- 
ernment readily  concur  in  the  creation  at  Hamilton  of  either  a  consnlship  or  a 
consular  agency,  as  the  United  States  government  may  prefer* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient, 
hnmble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  Sgc,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wdthingtoth  March  26,  1866. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  General  Rusk,  alias  Blanche, 
which  was  chased  ashore  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  in  1862,  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Montgomery,  and  burnt  by  those  on  board  to  prevent  her  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  her  pursuers,  this  department  has  received  authentic  informa- 
tion which  confirms  its  original  moral  convictions  upon  this  subject. 

The  steamer  referred  to,  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  was  one  of 
a  line  plying  between  New  Orleans  and  Galveston,  in  Texas,  was  seized  by  in- 
surgent authorities  at  the  last-named  place  in  June,  1861.  A  few  months  after- 
wards she  was  fitted  out  as  an  armed  vessel  for  the  protection  of  the  harbor  of 
Galveston.  In  May,  1862,  F.  J.  Moise,  a  quartermaster  in  the  insurgent  service 
at  Galveston,  addressed  a  letter  to  James  Sorlev,  then  collector  of  customs 
there,  asking  him  to  issue  a  register  to  the  General  Rusk,  in  the  name  of  Leon 
Smith.  The  request  was  complied  with.  The  steamer  was  then  disarmed, 
laden  with  cotton,  and  proceeded  to  Havana,  under  a  contract  with  Moise,  to 
bring  back  arms,  ammunition,  quartermaster  stores,  and  medicines.  She  re- 
turned to  lodianola,  in  Texas,  with  the  cargo  contracted  for ;  was  there  again 
laden  with  cotton  under  the  same  contract,  or  another  contract  with  the  same 
parties;  but  on  her  next  voyage  to  Havana,  her  career  was  put  an  end  to,  as 
above  mentioned. 

Under  these  circumstances,  this  government  deems  itself  further  and  conclu- 
sively warranted  in  holding  that  the  steamer  Blanche  and  her  cargo,  at  the  time 
of  her  capture,  were  the  property  of  the  insurgent  authorities;  tliat  the  transfer 
of  that  vessel  to  an  alleged  British  subject  at  Havana,  named  George  Wi^,  was 
simulated  and  for  the  purpose  of  defrauaing  the  government  of  the  United  States ; 
which  cannot  acknowledge  the  legality  of  such  transfer,  or  any  rights  claimed 
by  Mr.  George  Wigg,  pursuant  to  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  A.  W.  Brucb,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ^r. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

WaMhington,  May  25,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  copy  of  a  circular  which,  od  the 
12th  instant,  was  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  governors  of  the  several 
States  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  granting  passports  to  citizens 
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of  the  ITnitod  States.    I  will  thank  you  to  oommimicate  to  joar  government 
the  information  contained  therdn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir»  jont  obedient 
senrant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frbdbbigk  W.  A.  Bruob,  8fc^  8fc.f  Sfc. 

The  same  to  all  the  foreign  representatives. 


[Circular.] 

Department  op  State, 
H^askimgton,  Mmy  12,  1866. 
Sm:  It  hai  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  department  that  the  gOTemor  of  one  of  the 
States  of  the  United  States  has  issued  instmments  signed  by  himself,  and  bearing  the  seal  of 
the  State  over  which  he  presides,  which  instruments  purport  to  be  passports  to  dtixens  of 
the  United  States.    These  proceedings  having  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  I  am  directed  by  him  to  inform  tne  gOTemors  of  the  several  States 
that  the  granting  of  passports  hj  them,  or  by  anj  other  State  authorities,  is  deemed  to  be  in 
contravention  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  all  such  instruments  are  illegal  and  void,  and  that  such  instruments  will  is  no  case 
be  recognised  bj  this  department,  or  accepted  or  recognized  by  the  governments  of  foreign 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant,  

WILLIAM  H.  SEWASD. 
Bjb  £xcellen<7  the  Governor  op  the  State  op . 

The  same  to  all  the  governors  of  States. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  25, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  inly  transmitted  to  her  Majesty's  goyemment  copy  of  the  note  which 
jon  did  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to  me  on  the  26th  of  March,  allading  to  the 
recent  receipt  by  the  goyeroment  of  the  United  States  of  authentic  information 
with  regard  to  the  steamer  Blanche  or  General  Bosk,  confirmatory  of  their  origi- 
nal moral  conyictions  as  to  the  ownership  of  that  yessel  and  her  cargo. 

Her  Majesty's  goyemment,  while  admitting  that  the  cessation  of  tne  war  may 
possibly  haye  remoyed  some  hindrances  which  preyionsly  existed  to  the  dis- 
coyery  of  eyidence  bearing  npon  the  true  facts  of  the  case,  think  it  reasonable 
that  her  Majesty's  minister  in  the  United  States  should  be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  documents  in  which  that  information  is  contained,  in  order 
that  he  may  report  thereupon  his  opinion  on  the  case. 

I  am  consequently  instructed  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  allow 
me  to  peruse  the  documents  referred  to  in  your  communications. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  seryant, 

FEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BBUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.f  Sfc,f  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  31, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  goyemment  of  Canada  haye 
authorized  P.  Fortin,  esquire,  the  magistrate  commanding  the  goyemment  yes- 
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sel  La  Oanadienne,  employed  in  protecting  tbe  fisheries  of  Oanada,  to  issne 
fishery  licenses  on  the  payment  of  the  snm  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  of  measurement 
of  the  vessels  proposed  to  be  used  in  fishiog. 

These  licenses  will  remain  in  force  daring  this  season,  and  will  confer  upon 
the  holders  of  them,  as  far  as  the  Canadian  fisheries  are  concerned,  all  the  rights 
enjoyed  by  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States  under  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

This  measure  is  of  a  provisional  nature,  and  I  trust  that  before  another 
fishery  season  arrives  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  of  placing  this  and  other 
matters  affecting  the  trading  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  prov- 
inces on  a  permanent  and  satisfactory  footing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^t;.,  4v.,  Sfc, 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  June  2, 1866. 

Sir:  The  British  Admiral  Sir  James  Hope  has  forwarded  to  me  copies  of  the 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  Captain  Boggs  and  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  her  Majesty's  ships  Ni^er  and  Fawn,  with  rt^ference  to  a.  shot  fired  from 
the  latter  vessel  while  lying  in  the  river  St.  Croix,  which  appears  to  have  struck 
on  the  American  side  of  the  river,  near  Robbinstown,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th 
of  May. 

Without  entering  into  the  details  of  the  affair,  which  have  no  doubt  been  com* 
municated  by  Captain  Boggs,  I  think  it  right  to  mention  that  the  shot  was  not 
fired  in  a  spirit  of  wantonness,  or  without  a  reason.  Orders  had  been  given  to 
search  boats  leaving  the  New  Brunswick  shore,  in  order  to  prevent  some  men 
who  were  missing  from  the  regiment  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  St. 
Andrews  from  crossing  to  the  American  shore.  On  observing  a  boat  pulling 
across  from  the  New-  Brunswick  side,  the  captain  of  the  Fawn  despatched  one 
of  his  own  boats  to  see  that  the  men  were  not  on  board,  and  on  perceiving  that 
she  did  not  stop,  and  was  likely  to  succeed  in  escaping  the  search,  his  suspicions 
were  aroused,  and  he  caused  a  shot  to  be  fired  to  bring  her  to.  I  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  statement  that  the  boat  was  in  British  waters  at  the  time  when  the 
shot  was  fired,  and  that,  as  the  vessel  was  riding  to  the  flood-tide,  and  the  gun 
was  fired  over  the  stem,  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  ball  would 
deflect  in  such  a  manner  from  its  true  course  as  to  strike  the  American  shore. 

I  regret  very  much  that  a  violation  of  the  American  territory,  though  fortu- 
nately unattended  with  injury,  has  taken  place,  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that 
the  instructions  issued  to  the  squadron,  and  the  disposition  of  the  officers  comr 
manding,  prescribe  not  only  the  respect  that  is  due  to  the  territory  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  an  abstinence  from  any  proceeding  that  is  an 
infringement  of  her  rights,  but  a  harmonious  co-operation  with  the  United  States 
navy  and  authorities  in  the  discharge  of  the  delicate  duties  which  have  been 
imposed  on  them  by  the  late  occurrences  on  the  frontier. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabo,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ^. 
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Mr.  &ward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Drpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washinglfm,  June  4,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  3l8t 
nldmo,  in  which  70a  inform  me  that  the  government  of  Canada  have  authorized 
P.  Fortin,  esq.,  the  magistrate  commanding  the  government  vessel  La  Cana- 
dienne,  employed  in  protecting  the  fisheries  of  Canada,  to  issue  fii^hery  licenses 
on  the  payment  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  of  measurement  of  the  vessels  proposed  to 
he  used  in  fishing,  these  licenses  to  remain  in  force  during  this  season,  and  to 
confer  upon  the  holders  of  them,  as  far  as  the  Canadian  fisheries  are  concerned, 
all  the  rights  ei\joyed  by  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States  under  the  recipro- 
city treaty,  and  that  this  measure  is  provisional. 

in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  provisional  arrangement  is 
duly  appreciated  by  this  government  as  evincing  an  amicable  and  liberal  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  Canada,  and  that  it  will  be  made  public,  for  the 
information  of  parties  interested  in  the  Canadian  fisheries. 

Concurring  in  your  friendly  wishes  for  an  early  and  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  questions  of  trade  and  intercourse  between  her  Majesty's  provinces  and  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  be>  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Fbbdbrick  W.  A.  Bbucb,  4^.,  ifc.^  ifc. 


Mr.  Sevoard  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WaskingUm,  June  11,  1866« 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  laid  before  the  President  several  despatches 
which  were  received  yesterday  and  to-day  from  Major  Greneral  Meade,  who  is 
commanding  the  United  States  forces  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 

These  communications  warrant  the  President  in  believing  that  the  so-called 
Fenian  expedition  is  now  entirely  at  an  end,  and  that  order  and  tranquillity  may  be 
expected  to  prevail  henceforth  upon  that  border. 

I  regret,  however,  that  I  am  obliged  to  connect  with  this  gratifying  informa- 
tion the  further  statement  thai  reports  have  reached  Miyor  General  Meade  to  the 
effect  that  some  Canadian  or  British  troops  have  crossed  the  line,  and  entered 
within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  is  even  said  that 
this  entry  took  place  after  the  disturbers  of  the  peace,  under  the  command  of 
the  leader  named  Spear,  had  relinquished  their  foi  bidden  enterprise,  and  with- 
drawn within  the  boundiary  line  of  the  United  States. 

The  reports  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  the  soil  of 
the  United  States  and  conveyed  to  Canada,  and  that  the  Canadian  agents  have 
threatened  that  these  prisoners,  together  with  such  stragglers  as  may  now  be 
found  within  the  Canadian  lines,  will  be  immediately  executed,  without  legal  trial. 

It  is  believed  that  these  reports  are  exaggerated.  Care  has  been  taken  by 
Major  General  Meade  to  have  them  promptly  investigated.  In  the  mean  time 
I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  represent  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
British  and  Canadian  authorities,  that  this  government  could  not  look  without 
serious  concern  upon  the  practice  of  any  unnecessary  severity,  and  especially 
upon  the  exercise  of  retaliation,  or  other  illegal  proceedings,  upon  the  persons  of 
such  of  the  offenders  as  have  fallen,  or  shall  hereafter  fall,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Canadian  authorities.    I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  this  Mbiect,  with 
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a  confident  expectation  that  no  proceedings  that  shall  not  be  authorized  hj  and 
be  in  conformity  with  law,  will  be  taken  against  persons  of  that  class,  and  in  the 
hope  that  even  the  cnstomary  administration  of  the  law  will  be  tempered  with 
special  forbearance  and  clemency. 

In  view  of  the  effective  proceedings  which  this  government  has  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  disturbances  on  the  frontier,  now  so  fortunately  ended,  these  repre- 
sentations would  have  been  made  by  me  without  waiting  to  be  moved  from  any 
other  Quarter.  They  are  now  made,  however,  with  the  approval  of  Major 
General  Meade,  and  I  believe  that  they  will  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  Con- 
gress and  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Bbucb,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  11, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  day's 
date,  conveying  to  me  the  gratifying  intelli^nce  tnat  the  measures  taken  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  judicious  arrangements  of  Migor 
General  Meade,  have  put  an  end  to  the  prosecution  on  the  frontier  of  designs 
against  the  tranquillity  of  the  British  provinces. 

I  have  received  no  information  as  to  any  violation  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  having  been  committed  by  the  imperial  or  provincial  troops  of 
her  Majesty,  an  occurrence  which  I  should  sincerely  regret,  and  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  reports  forwarded  to  General  Meade  until 
that  officer  has  been  able  to  inquire  into  them,  as  the  experience  of  the  last 
week  has  proved  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  tactics  of  these  agitators  to  circulate 
reports  of  this  description  in  order  to  obtain  for  their  cause  a  sympathy  which 
is  not  extended  to  it 

I  have  not  failed  to  transmit  to  the  proper  quarter  in  Canada  the  substance 
of  your  note  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  who  have  &llen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Ganaidian  authorities.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  is  it  unnat- 
ural, that  much  indignation  should  be  felt  against  them.  But  it  is  a  satisfactory 
circumstance,  and  creditable  to  the  humanity  of  those  engaged,  that  the  men 
who  formed  part  of  the  expedition  which  crossed  at  Fort  Erie  and  were  taken 
in  the  act  of  attacking  the  Canadians  who  turned  out  to  defend  their  homes, 
were  not  summarily  disposed  of,  but  were  reserved  to  be  dealt  with  after  due 
investigation.  I  feel  convinced  that  the  observations  contained  in  your  note 
will  receive  the  respectful  consideration  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  and  that 
every  disposition  will  be  shown  to  confine  the  punishment  of  the  offenders 
within  the  limits  of  what  may  be  required  to  insnre  safety  for  the  future,  and 
of  what  will  be  confirmed  by  the  decision  of  a  sound  and  enlightened  public 
opinion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^c,  ^c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WoMhingUm^jMne  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d 
instant,  relative  to  the  circnmstances  under  which  a  shot  was  fired  from  her 
Miyesty's  ship  Fawn,  near  Bobbinstown,  on  the  St  Oroix  river,  which  struck 
on  the  Unitea  States  side  of  the  river,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  that  the  explanation  and  the  very  courteous  expressions  of 
regret  contained  in  your  note  are  entirely  satisfactory  to  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Febdbbick  W.  A.  Beucb,  4^.,  ifc^  i^c 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bmce. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WaMngtottf  June  21,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
O'Malia,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  who  states  that  ner  husband,  Patrick 
O'Malia,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  carried  away  by  the 
Fenians  while  on  a  spree  and  was  subsequently  captured .  near  Fort  Erie  by 
the  Oanadian  authorities.  I  presume  he  is  now  held  in  custody  in  Canada. 
Upon  this  assumption  and  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  occurrence  to  his 
family,  I  am  induced  to  commend  the  petition  to  your  kind  consideration,  and 
its  subject  to  the  clemency  of  her  Majesty's  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sur  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Bbucb,  Sfc.,  4c.,  ^v. 


Mn.  (yMmiia  to  Mr.  Seward. 

LouisviLLB,  Eehtuckt,  Jmm  18, 1866. 
Commonwealth  op  Kentucky,  Cotmff  of  JtfwBon : 

Your  petitioiier,  Sarah  0*Malia,  would  respectfollj  repreflent  to  jou  that  her  husband, 
Patrick  O'Malia,  is  a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  bom  in  Ireland ;  that  he  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion. 

She  states  that  he  recently  went  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  an  e^qiedition  into  Can- 
ada, and  was  captured  by  the  Canadians  near  Fort  Erie. 

She  states  that  her  said  husband  had  no  arms  in  his  hands  (as  she  is  informed)  when  in 
Canada  or  when  captured,  and  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  Fenians,  but  was  taken  away 
by  them  while  on  a  s^ree,  having  been  made  drunk  by  them  for  that  purpose. 

She  states  that  she  is  very  poor  and  entirely  dependent,  and  that  she  wishes  to  know 
whether  the  United  States  will  interfere  in  behalf  of  one  of  its  citizens  in  this  state  of  case. 

Humbly  petitioning,  she  subscribes  herself, 


Bjs  Ezcellencj  Wiluam  H.  Seward, 

Suretary  of  8taU  qf  the  United  States. 


8ABAH  0*MALIA. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  23, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2l8t 
instant,  endowing  a  petition  from  Mn.  Sarah  O'Malia,  respecting  her  hnsband, 
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now  under  arrest  in  Canada  as  one  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  late  raids  on 
the  frontier  of  that  province. 

I  have  transmitted  a  copv  of  her  statement  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
general,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  he  investigated  at  once,  as  there  is 
every  disposition  to  give  their  fiill  weight  to  such  palliating  circumstances  as 
may  be  proved  to  exist  in  the  cases  of  those  who  took  part  in  these  UDJusti- 
fiable  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FBEDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^v.,  ^. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  24, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  informed  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  Canada  that  the  governments  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
Brunswick  have  agreed  that  the  possession  of  a  license  issued  by  Canada  to 
fish  shall  entitle  the  holder,  during  the  season  of  1866,  to  fish  in  the  waters  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  as  well  as  in  those  of  Canada ;  the  holder 
of  a  license  from  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick,  if  any 
such  shall  be  issued,  being  entitled  to  fish  also  in  the  Canadian  waters.  I 
shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  communicate  this  information  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ffCy  4^.,  ffc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Dbpartmgnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  !?5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day, announcing  the  liberal  decision  of  the  governments  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  in  regard  to  fishing  licenses  granted  by  Canada  to  fishermen 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  similar  decision  of  the  Canadian  government  in 
regard  to  licenses  issued  by  the  governments  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  shall  communicate  this  information  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  shall  also  take  pleasure  in  making  it 
known  to  the  public 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Brdcb,  ^.,  S^c,  i^c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  29, 1856. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  15th  ultimo  respecting  the  proposed 
appointment  of  additional  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  I 
am  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  a&irs 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  241 

to  inform  you  tbat  lier  Majesty's  government  concur  in  this  increase  in  the 
United  States  consular  establishment  in  Canada,  and  that  instructions  in  this 
sense  will  be  forwarded  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

Washington,  June  30,  1866. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  23d  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  his  excellency  Ihe  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  acknowledging 
the  despatch  which  I  addressed  to  him  respecting  the  prisoner  O'Malia,  states 
that  his  case  will  be  taken  into  consideration,  together  with  the  petition  in  his 
favor  and  your  request  in  relation  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  4nc.»  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Brtice, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  of  the  28th  instant,  from  the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  in  regard  to  the 
arrest  and  detention  of  the  Rev.  John  McMahon,  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  upon 
suspicion  of  connection  with  the  late  Fenian  incursion. 

I  truB^hat  in  view  of  the  apparent  innocence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McMahon,  an 
immediate  investigation  of  his  case  may  be  made,  and  that,  unless  adequate 
proofs  of  his  guilt  can  be  produced,  he  may  be  promptly  released.  In  any 
event,  it'  is  hoped  that  all  of  the  misguided  men  whose  complicity  with  the 
movement  referred  to  shall  be  established  may  be  leniently  dealt  with. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^,,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Hendricks  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Senate  Chamber, 
Washington  City,  June  28,  1866. 
Sm :  The  Rev.  John  McMahon,  the  parish  priest  of  Anderson,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
was  recently  called  to  visit  Canada  on  business  connected  with  the  estate  of  a  deceased 
brother,  ana  whilst  there  was  arrested  and  lodged  in  the  jail  at  Toronto,  npon  the  charge  of 
beine  connected  with  the  Fenian  invasion  of  that  country,  and  he  is  now  in  the  jail.    I  am 
satisfied  b j  the  information  which  I  have  that  he  was  not  in  Canada  upon  any  connection  with 
the  Fenian  movement,  but  only  upon  proper  business.     I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  use  the  innuenoe  of  your  department  with  the  authorities  of  Canada  for 
the  release  of  the  reverend  gentleman. 
With  great  respect, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  qf  StaU, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  June  30,  1666. 
Sir  :  I  bare  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  mueh  satisfaption,  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  in  which,  referring  to  my  note  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  proposed  appointment  of  additional  consular  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  Canada,  you  inform  me  that  you  have  been  instructed  by  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  a&dn  to  make  known  to  this  department 
that  her  Majesty's  government  concur  with  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  the  proposed  increase  of  its  consular  officers  in  Canada,  and  that  instructions 
will  be  forwarded  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  to  that  eflFect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  Slst  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  despatch  from  his.  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  stating  that  the  government  of  Prince  Edward's  Island  has 
decided  on  adopting  the  system  agreed  to  by  the  other  provinces ;  consequently 
a  fishing  license  issued  by  either  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  or 
Prince  Edward's  Island  will  now  entitle  the  possessor  of  it  to  fish  in  the  waters 
of  all  those  colonies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  ' 

FREDERICK  W,  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  case  of  the  Rev.  J.  McMahon,  which  you  brought  to  my  notice, 
has,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hendricks,  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  proper  authorities  in  Canada. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  preliminary  examination  has  resulted  in  the  full  com- 
mittal for  trial  of  Mr.  McMahon  and  the  persons  aiTested  at  the  same  time. 

But  his  excellency  the  governor  general  informs  me  that  there  will  be  no  unne- 
cessary delay  in  giving  them  the  opportunity  of  establishing  their  innocence  of 
the  charges  brought  against  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^ ,  Sfc.,  <^. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  July  10,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  Haytien  minister  in  London  in  the  month  of  June  expressed,  by 
order  of  his  government,  the  strong  desire  of  the  President  of  Hayti  to  come 
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to  an  understanding  with  the  Dominican  republic,  and  there  appears  reason  to 
believe  that  the  orerthrow  of  President  Baez  has  removed  one  of  the  main  ob- 
stacles to  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  prevailing  between  the  two  republics. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  willing,  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  ]i)ring  about  a  better  understanding  between  the  two  sections 
of  the  island,  The  French  government  are  also  prepared  to  lend  their  aid  in 
the  attempt  at  conciliation,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  believed,  would  contribute  powerfully  in  effecting  this  desirable  object. 

Before  proceeding  further,  however,  I  am  directed  to  consult  you  on  the  sub- 
ject,  and  to  ascertain,  as  you  have  recently  visited  the  island,  and  are  in  pos- 
session, doubtless,  of  information  of  a  late  date,  whether  in  your  opinion  such 
a  joint  mediation  of  the  three  powers  is  deemed  likely  to  lead  to  satisfactory 
results ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  goveMment  of  the  United  States  would  be  in- 
clined to  take  part  in  the  mediation  in  concert  with  France  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

•  FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfv,,  ^.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  Haytien  minister  in  London,  in  the 
month  of  June  last,  expressed  by  order  of  his  government  a  strong  desire  of 
the  President  of  Hayti  to  come  to  a  friendly  understanding  with  the  Domini- 
can republic. 

You  also  inform  me  that  her  Majesty's  government,  as  well  as  the  French 
government,  are  prepared  to  lend  their  aid  in  the  attempt  at  reconciliation  be- 
tween those  republics,  and  you  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  President  entirely  concurs  in  the 
sentiments  of  her  Majesty's  government  and  of  the  French  government  upon 
this  subject,  which  you  have  communicated  to  me,  and  that  he  would  have  been 
prepared  to  express  that  concurrence  in  some  practical  form  which  would  have 
been  consistent  with  the  general  habits  and  policy  of  the  United  States,  if  the 
condition  of  both  of  those  republics  had  undergone  no  change  since  his  atten- 
tion was  first  called  to  the  subject.  A  revolution,  however,  has  now  occurred 
in  St.  Domingo,  and  no  permanent  government  or  administration  has  yet  been 
established  there. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  thinks  that  it  has  become  necessary 
to  await  a  reorganization  of  the  government  in  that  part  of  the  island.  When 
that  reorganization  shall  occur,  the  President  will  with  pleasure  recur  to  the 
subject,  if  a  necessity  for  good  offices  on  the  part  of  friendly  powers  shall  seem 
to  exist 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sur,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,,  ^v.,  fyc. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


244  DIPLOMATIC  COBRESPONDSNCE. 

Mr,  Seacard  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUm^  July  12,  1866. 

Sir  :. I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  authoritativelj  repre- 
sented to  me  that  an  armed  party  from  the  Canadian  gnnboat  Michigan  hare 
recently  landed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  on  the  river  St. 
Clair,  seized,  bound,  and  forcibly  conveyed  to  that  vessel  John  Chapell,  a  de- 
serter from  the  Royal  Marines  light  infantry,  Plymouth  division. 

I  will  thank  you  to  make  this  fact  known  to  the  proper  Canadian  authorities, 
in  the  expectation  that  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  shall  appear  that  such  a  violation  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  as  is  above  described  has  actually  occurred, 
the  captured  man  may  be  replaced  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  amends  made  as  may  be  due  to  the  dignity  of  a  friendly  state,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  n^r,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  Jtdy  13,  1866. 

The  undersigned  has  been  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  state 
that  the  principal  maritime  powers  have  for  a  long  time  interested  themselves  in 
endeavoring  to  establish  a  system  of  international  marine  signals .  that  should 
be  universal  in  its  application. 

In  the  year  1864  tne  governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain  resolved,  for 
the  general  interests  of  shipping  and  commerce,  to  determine  by  investigation, 
which,  if  any,  of  the  signal  codes  then  existing  possessed  the  elements  of  a 
system  most  favorable  for  general  adoption  for  intercommunication  by  vessels  of 
all  nations  irrespective  of  country  or  language,  and  which  in  fact  most  nearly 
fulfilled  the  conditions  requisite  to  insure  the  advantages  and  claim  the  title  of 
an  *'  universal  language  of  signals.'' 

An  intemationcd  commission  was  accordingly  appointed  by  the  governments 
of  France  and  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  reporting  upon 
the  merits  of  the  commercial  code  of  signals  for  the  use  of  all  nations  which  had 
been  selected  as  the  code  best  adapted  for  general  use. 

This  code  has  been  revised  by  that  commission,  and  after  considerable  modi- 
fication and  improvement,  it  has  now  assumed  a  cosmopolitan  character  which 
no  other  code  of  marine  signals  has  to  this  time  so  completely  presented. 

The  revised  code  has  been  simultaneously  published  in  Paris  and  London  ; 
its  adoption  for  use  on  board  of  ships  of  war  of  France  and  Great  Britain  for 
intercommunication  with  each  other,  and  with  merchant  vessels,  has  been  ordered 
by  the  respective  governments,  and  its  use  on  board  merchi^nt  vessels  has  been 
strongly  recommended  by  the  associations  connected  with  shipping,  and  every 
means  have  been  taken  by  the  governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain  to  pro- 
mote and  extend  its  adoption  at  home,  and  in  their  respective  colonies  and 
dependencies,  both  on  board  merchant  ships  and  signal  stations. 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  English  signal- 
book,  and  he  begs  leave  at  the  same  time  to  state  that,  with  the  view  of  insure 
ing  to  all  maritime  States  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  a  uniform  8y8tem» 
and  at  the  same  time  of  preserving  the  essentially  international  character  of  the 
signal  code,  the  governments  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain  have  mutually 
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agreed  between  tbemselves  to  act  upon,  and  to  request  other  govemmeDts  who 
maj  adopt  the  commercial  code  to  adhere  to  the  following  regulations : 

1.  The  government  of  each  country  adopting  the  code  will  undertake  to  ex- 
ercise a  control  over  its  publication,  so  as  to  insure  that  the  signals  and  their 
significations  are  exactly  conformable  to  those  of  the  French  and  English  edi- 
tions ;  and  no  edition  will  be  authorized  by  any  goyemment  unless  recognized  by 
the  proper  department  of  such  government  as  being  correct  and  in  conformity 
with  the  French  and  English  types. 

2.  Each  government  adopting  the  code  will  prepare  and  publish  an  official 
list  of  national  ships  of  war  and  of  merchant  vessels,  assigning  to  each  vessel 
one  of  the  signals  expressly  set  apart  in  the  code  as  the  distinguishing  signals 
for  making  ships'  names.  In  doing  this  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  form  of 
these  lists,  as  adopted  by  France  and  Great  Britain,  should  be  adhered  to. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  mercantile  marines 
of  all  nations,  the  undersigned  has  only  to  add  that  he  will  be  glad  to  be  en- 
abled to  jreport  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  view  which  the  United  States 
goyemment  may  take  of  this  matter,  and  whether  the  United  States  government 
are  disposed  to  co-operate  by  the  adoption  of  the  code. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Seward 
the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^c,  Sfc„  4r. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  July  13,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  duly  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  disturbances  that 
lately  took  place  on  the  frontiers  of  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  and  the 
measures  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  these  ex- 
peditions of  armed  men,  in  breach  of  the  neutrality  laws,  from  being  carried 
into  e£fect. 

I  am  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government,  in  reply,  to  state  that  for  some 
months  past  they  have  observed  with  regret,  though  without  alarm,  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Fenians  in  the  United  States,  but  thev  have  invariably  abstained 
firom  making  any  official  representation  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  because 
they  felt  that  they  had  no  right,  as  indeed  they  had  no  desire,  to  interfere  with 
the  administration  of  the  law  in  the  United  States.  They  had,  moreover,  a 
perfect  conviction  that  if  ever  the  time  came  for  the  fulfilment  by  the  United 
States  of  the  obligations  which  international  law  imposes  upon  friendly  and 
allied  governments,  that  government  would  take  all  the  measures  which  those 
obligations  and  regard  for  its  own  honor  might  call  upon  it  to  perform. 

Her  Majesty's  government  rejoice  to  find  that  this  confidence  has  been  fully 
justified  by  the  result,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  acted, 
when  the  moment  for  acting  came,  with  a  vigor,  a  promptness,  and  a  sincerity 
which  call  forth  the  warmest  acknowledgments. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  to  express  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  the  thanks  of  her  Majesty  and  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  the 
friendly  and  energetic  assistance  which  they  have  afforded  in  defeating  the 
attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  her  Majesty's  possessions  in  North  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.A.BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^c,  ^r.,  ^c.  Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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Mr»  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  bare  the  hoDor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  com- 
munication of  the  23d  ultimo,  from  James  Diamond,  who,  it  appears,  is  detained 
in  the  old  jail  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and  is  charged  with  complicity  in  the  late 
Fenian  invasion  of  her  Majesty's  provinces, 

I  am  induced,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Diamond  in  regard  to  his  arrest,  to 
commend  his  case  to  the  early  and  kind  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  author- 
ities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant  * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD- 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,  Sfc,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Diamond  to  President  Johnson, 

Toronto  Old  Jail,  Canada  West,  J»ii6  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  I  went  over  from  Buffalo  to  the  Canadian  side, 
hearing  of  the  great  excitement  being  there.  There  were  a  great  many  went  orer  to  see 
what  was  going  on.  When  we  were  returning  we  would  not  be  allowed  bj  a  Canadian 
^uard.  I  went  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Fort  Erie,  and  got  a  pass  from  him  to  cross, 
out  when  I  presented  it  to  the  corporal  of  the  guard,  he  took  it  and  went  to  a  higher  officer, 
and  I  did  not  see  it  from  that  forth.  They  arrested  me  afterwards  as  prisoner,  (in  the  name  of 
the  Queen,)  searched  me  thoroughly,  but  found  nothing  on  me  but  lour  likenesses  of  young 
men  and  younff  women  and  a  ten-dollar  bill,  United  States  money,  all  of  which  they  kept. 
They  told  me  they  arrested  me  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian.  All  I  could  say  would  not 
avail.  They  sent  me  to  this  place,  ana  here  I  am  since,without  any  trial,  and  do  not  know 
when  we  will  haye  any.  My  mother  and  one  brother  and  three  sisters  are  still  in  Nashville;, 
Tennessee ;  the  eldest  of  them  is  only  a  little  over  ten  years  old.  I  am  a  moulder  by  trade, 
and  I  used  to  send  them  all  I  could  spare.  I  served  in  your  own  old  regiment,  the  tenth  Tennes- 
see, for  three  years  and  one  montn ;  Captain  Joyce  was  my  captain,  company  B ;  Colonel 
Gilliam  our  colonel,  and  when  I  was  discharged  by  an  honorable  discharge,  Colonel  Scully 
was  our  colonel.    I  afterwards  got  my  citizenship  papers. 

Hoping  to  your  honor  that  you  will  do  something  for  me  to  get  me  out  of  this  place,  I  re- 
main your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  DIAMOND. 

His  Excellency  President  Johnson. 

Please  write  immediately.  Direct  for  James  Diamond,  (prisoner,)  caie  of  the  American 
consul,  Toronto. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  16,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Patrick  O'Mally,  who,  it  appears,  is  detained  in  the  old 
jail  at  Toronto.  Canada,  on  the  charge  of  participation  in  the  late  Fenian  in- 
vasion of  her  Majesty's  provinces. 

The  appareijit  innocence  of  O'Mally  of  any  intention  to  occupy  any  other  posi- 
tion than  that  of  a  mere  spectator  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Fenians  induces  me 
to  commend,  through  you,  his  statement  to  the  kind  interpretation  of  her  Maj- 
esty's provincial  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  HT^EWAED, 

rm       -w-r         e>,      -r*  Digitized  by  VJJ' 
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Mr,  O*  Molly  to  President  Johm$<m, 

ToROKTO  Old  Jail,  Canada  Wbst,  June  23, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  hope  yon  will  excuse  me  (being  only  a  poor  laboring  man)  for  my  presumption  in  writ- 
ing" to  your  honor,  but  being  acquainted  with  you  by  seeing  you  often  in  Tennessee,  and 
hearing  you  speak  in  public  eight  years  before  the  rebellion,  (and  after  it  was  over,)  and 
knowing  that  your  high  but  kind  principles  were  always  such  as  to  hear  and  look  after  the 
poor  man,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  write  to  your  honor  from  this  jail  (it  is  the  first  one  of 
,  the  kind  I  was  ever  in)  and  let  your  honor  know  all  about  how  I  happened  to  be  here.  I 
came  oh  a  steamboat  to  Pittsburg,  and  there  was  paid.  I  sent  the  most  of  my  pay  to  my 
wife  and  four  children  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  I  told  her  I  would  see  and  make  my 
way  to  Buffalo  and  work  there  for  the  summer,  as  I  expected  to  g^et  to  be  a  steersman  on  the 
canal,  at  thirty-five  or  forty  dollars  per  month  and  board.  In  Louisville,  when  I  left,  the 
wafi^s  was  only  $1  50  per  day,  and  little  work  at  that  to  be  had,  and  house  rent  being  so 
high,  and  the  prices  of  provisions,  a  man  with  a  family  had  to  scratch  hard  to  live.  I  had  a 
partner,  a  young  man,  along  with  me,  who  helped  me  with  some  money.  I  was  in  Buffalo 
for  some  time,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  getting  work,  and  engaged  to  go  to  work  Monday, 
the  4th  of  June,  but,  unfortunately,  I  crossed  over  to  the  Canadian  side  to  see  the  excite- 
ment, in  company  with  a  few  others,  citizens  of  Buffalo,  on  Saturday  morning,  2d  of  June. 
(The  excitement  was  caused  by  Fenians  being  fighting  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  there, 
that  is,  frt)m  Fort  Erie. )  I  remained  there  for  some  time,  and  when  thinking  to  recross  I  would 
not  be  allowed,  and  passes  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Fort  Erie  were  of  no  use. 

In  a  short  time  after  I  was  arrested  prisoner,  in  the  Queen's  name,  by  Captain  King,  on 
the  public  road,  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian.  He  searched  me  carefully,  and  found 
nothing  on  my  person  but  a  pocket  knife  and  a  small  lead-pencil ;  but  still  he  marched  me 
along  until  he  sent  me  aboard  the  steamboat  Rob.  After  some  time  a  man  came  aboard  and 
wrote  the  names  of  all  the  prisoners  on  board  and  what  was  found  on  the  person  of  each  of 
them.  Captain  King  told  nim  he  found  nothing  on  me  but  what  I  have  mentioned,  but  still 
they  held  me,  and  here  I  am,  three  weeks  to-day,  without  a  trial,  and  do  not  know  when  we 
will  have  any.  There  are  several  men  here  who  fought  bravely  for  their  adopted  country 
three  and  four  years  during  the  last  rebellion.  There  is  no  proof  against  the  most  part  of  us, 
(but  suspidon.)  The  American  consul  came  to  see  us ;  inaeed,  we  expected  to  hear  some 
words  of  comfort  from  him,  but  his  words  were  these :  '*Staud  back ;  '*  and  after  a  few  more 
words  about  Canada,  he  said  if  any  of  us  could  or  would  be  convicted  as  belonging  to  the 
Fenian  organization  who  troubled  Canada,  he  would  like  to  see  the  last  one  of  us  strung  up. 
Some  made  the  remark,  "  We  want  a  trial,'*  but  no  answer,  lie  came  again  this  week  and 
told  us  to  send  after  our  citizenship  papers.  Some  told  him  thev  had  lost  them,  and  had  no 
friends  outside  to  trouble  themselves  about  going  to  the  place  wnere  they  first  got  them,  and 
have  other  papers  sent  them.  So  this  is  the  way  a  good  many  of  us  stand.  But  we  live  in 
hopes  of  being  once  more  released  from  British  yoke,  and  standing  free  on  the  soil  of  our 
adopted  country,  under  the  wings  of  the  eagle,  and  our  loved  stars  and  stripes ;  but,  indeed, 
if  not  released  soon,  the  English  will  have  the  pleasure  of  burying  some  of  us.  Our  food  is 
bread  and  water  for  breakfast,  soup,  made  from  some  old  cow's  head,  and  a  little  bread  for 
dinner,  and  a  little  com  meal  mush  for  supper.  This  treatment  will  hurry  us  on  fast,  but 
the  Lord,  who  knows  all  things,  sees  this.  There  are  only  a  few  married  men  here,  but  iione 
as  far  from  his  wife  and  children  as  I  am.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pause  a  few  moments 
and  think  on  me  here  in  an  English  prison  and  away  from  them,  not  able  to  send  them  any 
relief,  and  knowing  they  have  not  much  store  to  fall  back  on,  and  I  thinking  that  the  two 
of  them  that  are  able  will  soon  be  compelled  to  go  around  the  town  and  provide  tor  the  others  ; 
it  almost  kills  me.     (The  number  of  my  house  is  13  Preston  street,  Louisville,  Kentucky.) 

Praying  that  the  Lord  may  guide  vou  in  all  wisdom  and  truth,  and  to  look  into  my  condi- 
tion, I  remain  your  most  humble  ana  obedient  servant  and  citizen, 

PATRICK  O'MALLY. 

His  Excellency  A.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  United  StaUs, 

I  hope  you  wUl  act  soon  on  this.  Direct  for  me,  in  care  of  the  American  consul  at  Toronto, 
or  else  write  to  him— old  jail. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  July  21,  1866. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  5th  instant,  and  to  previous  corres- 
pondence, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  government  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Island  have  agreed  to  recognize  in  the  waters  within  its  jurisdiction  the 
fishing  licenses  issued  by  the  other  British  North  American  provinces. 
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Fishing   licenses  are  now  issued  by  the  government  of  Prince  Edward's 
Island  at  the  following  places  and  bj  the  under-mentioned  persons  : 

Charlottetown,  the  colonial  secretary ;  Cascumpeque,  James  Forsyth ;  Rich- 
mond bay,  Benjamin  Beansto ;  Georgetown,  William  B.  Aitkin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc ,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  Jidt/  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  existing  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Gunard  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  mails  between  Great  Britain  and  America  will  cease  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1868,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  post  office  authorities  that  other  and 
better  arrangements  can  be  made,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  new 
contract. 

In  order  to  cany  out  these  new  arrangements,  it  will  be  necessary  to  termm- 
ate  the  existing  post  office  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  as  provided  by  article  22  of  that  instrument,  and  I  am  accordingly  in- 
structed by  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  the  requisite  notice  of  the  inten- 
tion to  determine  the  convention  on  the  1st  of  January,  1868,  simultaneously 
with  the  expiration  of  the  Cunard  contract. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  directed  to  express  the  readiness  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a  new  convention,  such  negotiations  to  be 
carried  on  directly  between  the  post  offices  of  the  two  countries,  and  the  new 
convention  to  be  concluded  and  signed  by  the  heads  of  the  respective  offices. 

I  enclose,  confidentially,  an  extract  of  a  letter  on  the  subject,  addressed  by 
the  post  office  authorities  to  the  foreign  office,  which  points  out  the  advant- 
ages, it  is  hoped,  may  be  derived  from  the  new  arrangements  which  it  is  con- 
templated to  make. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^c.,  Sfc.,  Spc, 


Mr,  Hill  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

General  Post  Office,  June  22,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  hy  tbe  postmaster  general  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  the  Eaii  of 
Clarendon  that  the  contract  concladed  on  the  24th  June,  1858,  with  Messrs.  Cunard,  Bums, 
and  Maclver,  for  the  North  America  and  Bahamas  mail  packet  service,  can  be  terminated  on 
the  Ist  January,  1868,  provided  twelve  months*  notice  be  previouslj  given  to  tbe  contractors, 
and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  such  notice  and  to  tarminate 
the  contract  accordingly. 

The  postmaster  general  does  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  new  contract  for  the  continnance 
of  a  mail  service  like  that  now  existing  between  this  country  and.  North  America,  as  he  is  of 
opinion  that  without  any  sych  contract  the  numerous  steamsoips  now  plying  afford  the  means 
ot  maintaining  a  rapid  and  frequent  postal  communication  with  tbe  Unit^  States.  In  his 
lordship's  opinion,  arrangements  may  advantageously  be  made  with  the  owners  of  well- 
appointed  ships,  leaving  this  country  on  stated  days  weekly,  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  to 
^iew  York,  in  consideration  of  a  payment  equal  to  the  whole  sea-postage  if  the  voyage  be 
performed  within  a  certain  time,  and  equal  to  a  smaller  sum,  according  to  a  fixed  scale,  where 
that  time  is  exceeded. 

A  similar  course  might  be  pursued  by  the  United  States  post  office  with  regard  to  the  des* 
patch  of  mails  to  this  country,  and  it  seems  probable,  looking  at  the  great  commercial  inter* 
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conrae  between  the  two  eonntriee,  that  after  a  time  under  sneh  a  plan  a  dailj  mail  might  be 
established  in  each  direction. 

Under  this  arrangement  all  necessity  for  the  post  office  of  one  country  to  send  to  that  of 
the  other  instructions  respecting  the  transmission  of  its  mails,  a  necessity  guying  rise  to  much 
trouble,  would  be  aToided.  As  respects  the  outward  mails,  eadi  office  would  have  the  sola 
direction.  Each  office  thus  undertaking  to  provide  the  means  for  the  despatch  of  the  out- 
ward mails,  the  postmaster  general  would  propose  that  the  despatchinr  office  should  retain 
all  the  postage  cnarged  on  the  international  correspondence,  and  that  toe  office  to  which  the 
mails  are  sent  should  make  no  charge  on  the  delivery  of  such  correspondence. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  however,  and  to  effect  other  improvements  in  the  postal  inter- 
course of  the  two  countries,  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  terminate  the  existing  postal  convention 
between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  signed  at  London  on  the  15th  December, 
1848,  and  to  conclude  a  new  convention,  and  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  have 
authorized  the  postmaster  general  to  adopt  that  course. 

The  22d  article  of  the  easting  convention  provides  that  it  may  be  annulled  after  the  ex- 
piration of  a  year's  notice  given  by  one  government  to  the  other,  and  I  am  directed  by  the 
postmaster  general  to  request  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  will  be  good  enough  to  intimate  to 
the  government  of*  the  United  States  that  it  is  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  government  that 
the  convention  should  cease  to  have  effect  on  the  Ist  January,  18b8,  simultaneously  with 
the  termination  of  the  Cunard  contract 

If  Lord  Clarendon  sees  no  objection.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderby  would  propose,  in  accord- 
ance with  what  is  now  the  general  rule,  that  Uie  negotiations  for  a  new  convention  should 
be  carried  on  directly  between  the  post  offices  of  the  two  countries,  and  thfft  the  convention 
should  be  concluded  and  signed  by  the  heads  of  the  respective  offices. 

By  such  a  proceeding  much  trouble  is  saved,  and  facilities  are  given  for  modifications  from 
time  to  time  in  the  convention. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  on  the  29th  May, 
1862,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderby  pointed  out  that  although  prevented  at  that  time  by  the  great 
loss  sustained  by  this  department  in  the  maintenance  of  the  North  America  mail  line  of 
packets  from  acquiescing  m  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  total  charge  on  a  single  international 
letter  conveyed  between  the  two  countries  from  one  shilling,  or  twenty-four  cents,  to  six- 
pence, or  twelve  cents,  he  trusted  that  when  that  service  terminated  it  would  be  found  prac- 
ticable to  achieve  so  desirable  an  object. 

Believed  from  the  burden  caused  by  the  contract  now  about  to  expire,  his  lordship  wiU 
readily  agree,  in  entering  into  a  new  convention,  to  the  proposed  reauotion  of  postage  on 
intematioual  letters,  and  he  will  also  readily  agree  to  the  establishment  of  low  transit  rates 
for  letters  passing  through  either  country,  whether  the  ordinary  or  enclosed  mails. 
I  am,  dE«., 

F.  HILL. 

The  Right  Honorable  E.  Habimond. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  2^,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  yonr  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract  of  a 
communication  of  the  19th  instant,  which  the  United  States  consul  at  Toronto 
addressed  to  this  department,  regarding  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  that 
place  of  three  American  citizens,  who  are  charged  with  participating  in  the  re- 
cent Fenian  movement  against  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jour  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


JIfr.  ThwrBton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  113.]  Consulate  United  States  of  America, 

Toronto,  July  19,  1866. 
Sir:  »•#•»»•» 

Among  the  Fenians  arrested  in  Canada  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Fenian  raid 
in  June  last,  are  several  American  citizens.  Manj  of  these  persons  have  placed  in  my  hands 
affidavits  of  their  innocence  and  testimonials  of  their  character,  which  I  have  forwarded 
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through  the  Crown  oflScers  to  the  goverameiit  of  Canada.  One  of  these  parties  was  released 
at  mj  request  some  days  ago.  There  are  three  persons  now  in  jail  for  whom  I  have  placed 
before  the  goyemment  of  Canada  the  most  unqmestionable  proof  of  their  innocence.  The 
names  of  these  parties  are  Thomas  Ellis,  James  Dillon,  and  Camej,  dtisens  of  Buffalo.  So 
convincing  was  the  evidence  to  the  c^erk  of  the  peace  here,  Mr.  John  McNabb,  that  he  did 
not  hesitate,  after  examining  the  same,  to  send  his  report  to  lilr.  R.  A.  Harrison,  Crown 
agent  at  Toronto,  that  thej  be  forthwith  discharged.  On  tbe5thof  Julj  Mr.  Harrison  made 
his  report,  and,  as  I  understand,  recommended  the  discharge  of  these  men.  On  the  13th 
instant,  hearing  nothing  further  from  the  government  in  relation  to  their  discharge  or  trial,  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Harrison,  herewith  enclosed,  which  he  at  once  transmittea  to  Ottawa. 
On  the  same  day  I  telegraphed  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McDougall,  which  is  also  enclosed,  together 
with  the  answer  receiv^.  On  the  17th  instant  I  telegraphed  to  the  honorable  attorney  gen- 
eral, asking,  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  him,  that  tnese  parties  be  at  once  discfaiarged. 
I  received  no  answer  until  yesterday  afternoon,  when  the  enclosed  answer  was  received. 
These  parties,'  arrested  on  the  charge  of  being  engaged  in  a  raid  on  Canada  on  the  I  at  of 
June,  have  been  in  confinement  in  the  old  jail  in  Toronto  ever  since.  They  are  most  re- 
spectable persons,  living  at  Buffalo,  and,  as  the  testimonv  submitted  to  the  government  of 
Canada  proves,  they  went  over  to  Fort  Erie  after  the  battle,  the  boat  in  whicn  they  crossed 
was  stolen,  and  thev  were  arrested  sitting  on  the  banks,  with  no  arms  or  pfiensive  weapons 
found  on  them.  That  parties  in  Fort  Ene  saw  them  when  they  landed,  and  to  some  of  tnose 
persons  they  told  the  object  of  visiting  Fort  Erie  at  that  time,  which  was  to  see  the  Fenians 
and  the  battle-ground.  The  government  of  Canada  have  not  determined  whether  to  try  the 
whole  number  arrested  by  military  tribunal  or  by  the  civil  courts.  In  the  mean  time  they  are 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  and  no  amount  of  evidence,  conclusively  proving  their  entire  inno- 
cence, seems  to  have  any  effect  to  hasten  the  government  action  in  their  case.  I  have  made 
all  the  demand  that  I  felt  authorized  to  make,  and  I  now  refer  these  particular  cases  to  the 
department  for  instruction. 

There  are  several  other  parties,  cluming  to  be  American  citisens,  in  prison  here,  for  whom 
I  have  transmitted  certain  evidence  of  their  innocence  of  any  complicity  with  the  Fenian 
raid.  The  proof  submitted  to  the  government,  however,  is  not  full  and  complete,  and  I  am 
waiting  further  evidence  to  enable  me  to  press  their  claims  for  discharge  or  immediate  triaL 
In  the  case  of  Ellis,  Dillon,  and  Carney,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  had  eveiy  assistance  from 
the  county  clerk,  John  McNabb,  esq.,  who  has  arranged  all  the  proof  received,  and,  with 
his  comments  on  the  same,  has  transmitted  it  to  the  government,  with  strong  recommendation 
that  they  should  be  discharged  at  once.  The  general  feeling  among  the  Taw  officers  of  the 
government  at  Toronto  is  that  they  should  be  discharged,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  some 
action  may  be  had  in  their  behalf  by  the  department  at  once. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON,  UniUd  8tat€$  CounU. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fe,,  8fc.,  8fe. 


Letter  sent  to  Mr.  Harrison, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  Jul^  13,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  trust  you  will  pardon  any  seeming  importunity  on  my  part  when  I  again 
ask  if  Ellis,  Dillon,  and  Carney  are  to  be  released.  The  proof,  so  clear  and  full,  would,  I 
am  confident,  satisfy  any  one  of  their  entire  innocence,  ana  I  most  respectfully  ask  that  the 
government  be  requested  to  discharge  them  at  once.  I  know  their  families  are  suffering, 
and,  in  view  of  the  excessive  hot  weather,  it  would  seem  nothing  more  than  justice  that  they 
be  discharged  at  once. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  THURSTON,  United  States  ConsmL 
R.  A.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Toronto, 


Telegram  sent  to  Hon,  William  McDougall, 

Toronto,  Julp  13, 1866. 
Hon.  William  McDougall,  Provincial  Secretary,  Ottawa,  C,  W,  : 

Is  there  any  reason  why  Ellis,  Dillon,  and  Carney  should  not  be  discharged  at  once  T    The 
evidence  of  their  innocence  is  certainly  conclusive,  and  has  been  before  your  government  for 

D.  THURSTON,  United  States  Consnl. 
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Telegram  received  fi9m  Hen,  WtUiam  McDougaU, 

Ottawa,  JuIm  13,  1866. 
D.  ThCRSTON,  American  Consul,  Toronto,  C.  W. : 

The  prisoners  baving^  been  taken  bj  the  militarj  authorities  as  persons  engaged  in  a  pi- 
ratical attack  upon  this  province,  can  onlj  be  discharged  after  acquittal  by  the  proper  legal 
tribunal. 

WILLIAM  McDOUOALL. 


Telegram  sent  to  John  A,  Mac  Donald,  Esq, 

Toronto,  Julff  17,  1866. 
Hon.  John  A.  MacDonald,  Attomep  General,  West  Ottawa,  C,  W, : 

Is  there  any  reason  why  Ellis,  Carney,  and  Dillon,  in  prison  here  as  Fenians,  are  not  dis- 
charged 7  The  evidence  of  their  innocence  is  conclusive,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Harrison  in 
favor  of  their  release.    I  would  respectifullv  ask  that  thev  be  discharged  at  once. 

D.  THURSTON,  United  States  Consul. 


Telegram  from  John  A,  MacDonald,  Esq, 

Ottawa,  Ju/y  18,  1866. 
D.  Thurston,  Toronto,  C.  W, : 
The  cases  of  all  the  prisoners  at  Toronto  are  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  government. 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  Julff  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  a  despatch  from  his  ez- 
celleDcy  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  together  with  its  enclosure,  respecting 
the  arrest  of  a  deserter  named  John  GhapeU  from  the  Canadian  gonhoat  Mich- 
gan  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

The  intention  of  Lord  Monck  to  have  replaced  this  man  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  has  heen  frustrated  hj  his  having  deserted  a  second 
time.    It  appears  he  is  now  in  Detroit 

Lord  Monck,  in  expressing  his  regret  at  the  violation  of  the  United  States  ter- 
ritorv,  which  was  not  contemplated  bv  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Michigan — 
the  boat  having  been  lowered  to  pick  up  the  man,  who  was  supposed  to  have 
fallen  overboard — ^has  taken  occasion  to  point  out  to  the  officer  in  command  that 
the  man  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up  without  waiting  for  anj  remonstrance 
from  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  has  given  instructions  which,  I 
trust,  trill  eflFectually  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  acts. 

I  trust  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  be  satisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  this  case  has  been  dealt  with,  and  will  see  in  the  instructions  issued  a 
proof  of  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada  to  respect  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  and  to  act  in  that  spirit  of  comity  and  respect  for 
international  obligations  in  which  her  Majesty's  government  is  anxious  tnat  the 
relations  of  Great  Britain  with  the  United  States  should  be  carried  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,,  ^,,  Sfc, 
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Government  House,  Ottawa,  July  23, 1866. 

Sir  :  ReforriDg  to  jour  despatcb  of  the  14th  instant,  and  enclosure,  I  haye  the  honor  to 
transmit  for  communication  to  the  Secretarj  of  State  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  a  report 
from  Lieutenant  Heron,  royal  navy,  commanding  the  Canadian  gunboat  Michigan,  respect- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  the  arrest  of  John  Chapell  on  United  States  temtory 
took  place. 

I  think  it  is  plain  from  this  report  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  this  officer  to 
infrhige  the  territorial  rights  of  the  United  States ;  indeed  he  asserts  that  the  party  by  whom 
the  man  was  arrested  were  beyond  his  control  at  the  time  the  arrest  took  place. 

I  regret  very  much  that  even  under  such  circumstances  any  act  should  have  been  com- 
mitted by  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  of  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  a  just  right  to  complain ;  and  if  John  Chapell  were  still  on  board  the  Michigan,  or 
within  my  control,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  oraer  that  he  should  be  inmiediately  replaced 
within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States  territory. 

I  have  caused  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Lieutenant  Heron,  pointing  out  to  him  that,  as 
soon  as  he  found  that  the  crew  of  the  boat  sent  in  pursuit  of  John  Chapell  had  exceeded 
their  duty  by  pursuing  and  arresting  him  on  United  States  territory,  he  should,  without 
waiting  for  remonstrance  from  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  have  immediately  ordered 
the  liberation  of  the  prisoner  so  illegally  arrested,  and  I  have  desired  the  officer  to  be  ad- 
monished to  be  very  careful  in  future  not  to  infringe  the  territorial  rights  of  the  United  States. 

As  it  appears  that  John  Chapell  has  since  a  second  time  deserted,  ^nd  is  now  supposed 
to  be  at  Detroit,  I  trust  the  Secretary  of  State  will  accept  mv  expression  of  regret  at  the 
affair  as  a  sufficient  reparation,  and  will  be  satisfied,  from  what  I  have  stated,  that  I  will 
use  every  exertion  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  occurrence. 
I  have,  &c,  &.c., 

MONCK. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Bruce,  G.  C.  B.,  i;c,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


H.  M.  Gunboat  Michigan,  Windsor,  C.  IT.,  Julff  20,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter,  dated  Jul^  18,  regarding  the 
capture  of  John  Chapell,  royal  marine  light  infantry,  from  American  temtoiy,  by  some  men 
of  her  Majestv*s  gunboat  Michigan. 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  particulars  as  regards  said  capture. 

On  June  27th,  whilst  proceeding  throueh  the  river  St.  Clair,  the  man  John  Chapell,  royal 
marine  light  infantry,  did  jump  overboard,  a  little  below  an  American  town  called  Newport, 
and  swam  to  the  shore. 

I  sent  a  boat  immediately  after  him,  under  the  impression  that  he  had  fallen  overboard  by 
accident,  but  afterwards  found,  by  his  confession  and  other  evidence,  that  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  and  did  not  know  what  he  was  doing  at  the  time. 

.  A  boat  with  one  man  came  out  from  the  American  shore,  picked  him  up,  and,  after  pull- 
ing towards  the  ship  for  a  short  time,  suddenly  turned  and  made  for  the  shore.  The  boat 
from  this  ship  followed,  and  the  men  landed  and  chased  the  deserter.  I  was  not  able  to 
recall  them,  as  I  only  had  one  boat,  and  too  far  distant  to  hail  them.  Chapell  got  about 
one  hundred  yards  ashore ;  they  arrested  him  and  brought  him  back. 

No  objection  was  made  at  the  time  to  the  result,  nor  have  the  men  from  this  ship  arms  of 
any  description. 

The  man  in  question  deserted  again  on  July  9,  of  which  I  duly  acquainted  the  mayor  of 
this  town,  Bfr.  S.  M.  McDonnell,  and  he  informed  the  district  attorney  of  Detroit,  who  sud 
all  proceedings  on  the  subject  would  be  stopped. 
John  Chapell  is,  I  am  told,  in  Detroit  at  this  moment 
I  have,  &c..  &c, 

MAXWELL  HERON, 

LuMtauaU  Commanding, 
His  Excellency  the  Govbrnor  General, 

4rc>»  Sfc,  8fe,,  Ottawa, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  1.  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commanication  of 
the  28th  of  July,  in  reply  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  arrest  within  the  United  States  of  John  Chapell,  a  de- 
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eerter  from  the  Gaaadian  gunboat  Michigan,  and  to  inform  you  that  joar  expla- 
nation of  the  matter  is  very  gratifying  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  tiis  govern- 
ment. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
flAnrant 

WILLIAM  H.  Reward. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  4,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  beg  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract  from  a  communication  of 
the  20th  ultimo,  from  D.  Thurston,  esauire,  the  United  States  consul  at  Toronto, 
relating  particularly  to  the  case  of  John  Sheridan,  now  under  arrest  in  Canada 
on  a  charge  of  Fenianism,  and  relating  generally  to  the  position  of  all  persons 
claiming  the  protection  of  the  United  States  who  are  similarly  held,  and  against 
whom  sufficient  proof  has  not  been  adduced  to  support  the  charges  of  complicity 
in  the  late  movement. 

I  trust  that  there  will  be  no  further  delay  in  any  cases  coming  within  that 
category,  in  the  liberation  of  the  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr,  Sewrd, 
[Extract] 

No,  114.1  UmTED  StATES  CONSULATE,  Toronto,  Julp  20,  1866. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  letter  from  D.  C.  Wiley,  £rom  Lansing, 
Michigan,  who  has  been  employed  bj  the  friends  of  John  Sheridan,  now  in  prison  here,  on 
a  charge  of  being  a  Fenian,  as  bis  attorney. 

I  beg  to  say  that  it  seems  a  great  injustice  to  these  parties  claiming  to  be  American  citi- 
zens, and  against  whom  no  proof  that  they  are  or  ever  were  Fenians  exists,  that  they  should 
be  so  Ion?  confined  in  prison  without  trial,  or  that  they  are  not  discharged  on  the  eyidence 
submitted  to  the  government  of  Canada  of  their  innocence.  It  is  reported  that  the  govern- 
ment intend  to  send  the  prisoners  before  a  military  tribunal.  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant,    

D.  THURSTON,   United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward, 

SecTttur$  qf  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Wiley  to  Mr.  Thurston. 

[Extract] 

Toronto,  Julff  20,  1866. 
Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
now  confined  in  jail  at  this  place  by  the  name  of  John  Sheridan,  charged  with  Fenianism. 
His  father  and  broUiers  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  reside  in  Ineham  county,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan.  At  the  request  of  his  father  I  came  from  Lansing,  Michigan,  to  in- 
vestigate the  case,  and  find  that  the  accused  had  been  working  on  a  railioad  in  rennsylva' 
nla  during  last  spring,  and  had  just  engaged  to  work  upon  a  railroad  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
as  an  overseer,  and  had  made  his  preparations  to  enter  upon  the  work,  when  a  slight  circum- 
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stance  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  Canadian  officials,  and  thns  his  arrest,  which  was  as 
follows : 

Some  time  previous  to  his  arrest  he  had  become  acquainted  with  a  young  ladj  residing 
at  or  near  Fort  Erie  by  the  name  of  Fowler,  to  whom  he  was  engaged  to  be  married ;  that, 
hearing  of  the  Fenian  raid  at  Fort  Erie,  he  naturally  felt  concern^  for  the  welfare  of  the 
young  lady,  and  twice  telegraphed  to  her  at  Fort  Erie,  inquiring  after  her  welfare ;  but  not 
hearing  from  her,  he  thdn  telegnraphed  to  a  friend  at  Buffalo,  but  received  no  tlirect  tidings 
from  her.  This,  I  think,  was  tne  2d  of  June.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo,  and  on  the  5th  of 
June  procured  a  pass  from  the  British  consul  to  visit  Fort  Erie  to  see  her.  He  then  went 
over  to  Fort  Erie ;  but,  before  he  had  been  there  one  hour  and  a  half,  he  was  arrested  and 
sent  to  this  place,  where  he  has  been  confined.  He  was  arrested  standing  on  the  hotel  steps, 
where  he  had  gone  to  inquire  for  Miss  Fowler.  Unarmed,  and  quietly  pursuing  his  own 
business,  by  the  permit  of  the  British  consul,  he  was  taken,  and  has  since  been  confined  as 
a  prisoner. 

The  charge  against  him  is  by  a  detective,  who  says  Sheridan  identified  himself  with  the 
Fenian  movement  in  February  last  while  at  Fort  Erie. 

I  have  had  a  personal  interview  with  him  to-day,  and  he  absolutely  denies  ever  having 
been  a  Fenian,  or  having  been  in  the  least  manner  identified  with  the  movement. 

He  has  the  pass  from  the  British  consul,  and  a  pass  on  the  railroad  to  take  him  to  his  place 
of  employment  in  Illinois.  He  also  has  the  telegram  received  from  his  friend  at  Buffalo, 
and  the  correspondence  from  Miss  Fowler,  all  of  which  show  conclusively  that  he  had  no 
part  in  the  Fenian  movement,  and  was  in  Canada  for  no  other  reason  than  as  before  stated. 

Tours  respectfully, 

D.  C.  WILEY,  Lansing,  Michigan. 
D.  Thurston,  Esq.,  United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  mj  commnnication  of  the  16th  of  July  last,  and  to  your 
note  of  the  same  month,  upon  the  subject  of  the  detention  of  James  Diamond  in 
the  Old  Jail  at  Toronto,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  consideration 
of  her  Majesty's  government  in  Canada,  additional  evidence  in  the  favor  of  Mr. 
Diamond,  who,  it  appears,  has  been,  previous  to  his  capture  by  the  Canadian 
authorities,  a  faithful  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Requesting  you  to  return  the  original  papers  to  me  after  you  have  satisfied 
yourself  as  to  their  contents, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^c,  S^v. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  9,  186fi. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  letter  of  the  2l3t 
ultimo,  and  its  accompaniments,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  John  McMabon,  a 
Catholic  priest,  who,  it  appears,  was  arrested  in  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  au* 
thorities  during  the  late  I^  euian  invasion  of  that  province,  and  is  now  detained 
in  prison  in  Toronto  on  suspicion  of  complicity  with  the  movement.  It  is  stated 
in  the  papers  which  accompany  this  communication  that  McMahon  is  a  nat- 
uralizea  citizen  of  the  Unitea  States,  and  that  he  is  not  a  memberiofthe  Feniaa 

Digitized  by  VjOO; 
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association.     Under  these  circnmstances,  I  desire  to  avail  myself  of  your  good 
offices  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  government  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon!  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc, 

P.  S. — I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  original  papers  whenever  you  shall  have 
satisfied  yourself  as  to  their  contents. 


Mr,  MeMahon  to  Mr.  Frazee, 

Toronto,  July  21,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  yonr  kind  letter  of  the  I7th,  which  gave  me  much  pleasure 
to  hear  from  joh,  and  that  jon  have  not  forgotton  me,  although  now  a  prisoner  in  jail,  but 
I  thank  God  that  I  never  was  guilty  of  any  crime  that  I  should  be  in  jail  for.  However,  I 
am  in  now,  but,  thanks  be  to  God,  I  am  innocent  of  being  a  Fenian,  ror  no  priest  can  be  a 
Fenian.  I  must  tell  you  how  I  became  to  be  in  prison.  I  had  a  brother  who  was  a  rich 
storekeeper  in  Montreal,  who  died  about  three  years  ago ;  he  never  had  any  family,  only  his 
wife.  Before  he  died  he  brought  in  the  executors,  and  made  his  will ;  he  had  four  brothers 
and  one  sister  living  there ;  he  left  his  legacy  to  be  divided  among  these,  his  wife  and  tibe 
orphans  of  St.  Patrick*s  church,  Montreal.  I  having  heard  that  the  Fenians  were  going  to 
tafce  Montreal,  I  thought  that  I  would  go  and  see  my  sister-in-law,  for  fear  that  she  would 
be  in  any  trouble,  as  she  thought  that  I  would  go  to  see  her  every  summer  since  my  brother 
died;  so  I  left  home  on  the  30th  of  May,  came  into  Buffalo  on  the  31st,  crossed  over  to  Fort 
Erie  on  the  1st  of  June  to  take  my  passage  for  Montreal,  as  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  comes 
to  Fort  Erie.  I  was  just  going  to  the  office  to  get  a  ticket  when  there  came  a  large  number 
of  Fenians,  and  took  me  by  force,  as  that  there  was  not  any  train  going  out  that  day  to  any 

Slace,  and  the  steamboat  that  crossed  me  over  had  stopped.  I  had  to  stay  there.  The  next 
ay  the  fighting  began,  and  no  chance  to  get  away,  so  I  had  to  stay  until  I  was  taken. 
On  Sunday,  the  Sd  day  of  June,  the  British  soldiers  came  to  the  house  where  I  was  stop- 
ping, waiting  for  the  train  to  come.  They  asked  me  my  name,  and  where  I  lived ;  I  told 
them ;  they  then  took  me  with  them  on  the  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian  ;  they  took  me  to 
their  camp  ground,  and  kept  me  there  the  most  part  of  that  day.  It  seemed  as  if  it  was  for 
exhibition  for  the  troops  and  all  the  people  to  come  and  see  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  that  they 
bad  got.  You  would  think  they  never  saw  one  before ;  but  to  make  a  long  story  short,  I 
suffered  for  the  ten  first  days  more  than  you  would  like  to  hear,  and  all  for  no  reason.  Tou 
mentioned  that  you  would  write  to  Washington ;  I  hope  you  will,  and  make  no  delay,  and 
mention  in  your  letter  that  I  will  go  straight  as  soon  as  I  can  to  Washington,  and  satisfy  the 
government  both  there  and  here  that  I  never  was  a  Fenian,  and  then  the  Catholic  church, 
and  then  forget  and  forgive  all  my  enemies,  for  it  seems  that  they  don't  know  themselves,  nor 
what  they  do.  So  we  look  for  nothing  but  cruelty ;  there  is  no  other  appearance.  Whea 
you  write  to  Washington,  you  can  tell  them  that  I  declared  my  intentions  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years  ago,  in  the  marine  court  in  New  York  city,  and  all  the  time  since  observed 
the  rules  and  laws  of  the  country.  I  heard  that  Governor  Morton  has  witten  for  me,  but  do 
you  all  you  can,  and  as  soon,  as  you  can,  and  please  write  to  me  when  you  get  this.  The 
people  in  Winchester  did  well  for  me ;  Union,  Muncie,  Anderson,  Middletown,  the  same. 
Hence,  I  am  very  thankful  to  you  and  all  my  friends.  Homing  to  hear  firom  you  soon,  I 
remain  your  humble  servant  and  faithful  friend, 

KEV.  JOHN  McMAHON. 
Mr.  W.  D.  Frazee. 


State  of  Indiana,  County  of  Randolph  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  been  acquainted  with  the  above-named  John  McMahon  for 
some  years  past ;  we  have  known  him  intimately,  living  in  the  same  part  of  the  city  a  portion 
of  the  time,  and  being  intimate  with  him  all  the  time ;  we  were  intimate  with  him  until  he 
left  here  in  May  last,  and  we  never  have  heard  him  say  anything  on  politics,  and  we  feel 
satisfied  that  no  one  else  ever  has.  He  is  an  American  citizen,  ana  has  been  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  having  declared  his  intention  in  marine  court,  New  York  city,  about  the 
year  A.  D.  Iml.  We  have  heard  the  letter  herewith  attached,  written  by  him  from  Toronto, 
the2l8t  July,  A.  D.  1866,  and  are  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  it.    He  told  us  before  he  left 
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Winchester  that  he  was  g^ing  to  see  his  sister-in-law,  and  we  knew  about  his  brother  depart- 
ing this  life  ;  and  the  facts  set  forth  in  that  letter  by  him  we  feel  assured  are  true.  We  never 
have  heard  him  speak  favorable  of  the  Fenians.    This  Jalj  28, 1866. 

PATRICK  McLANE.  [seal.] 

DENNIS  LENNON.  [seal.] 

JOHN  LACY.  [SEAL.] 

EDWARD  LENNON.  [seal.] 

Winchester,  Randolph  County  Indiana, 

July  28,  1866. 
State  of  Indiana,  Bandolph  Coumty,  8$ : 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  July  28th,  1866.  I  also  certify  t)iat  the  persons 
whose  names  are  hereunto  attached  are  persons  who  live  near  me,  in  the  city  of  Winchester, 
and  I  consider  them  men  of  fpood  character  for  truth  and  veracity. 

WILLIAM  D.  FRAZEE, 

Justice  of  the  Peaee. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  24,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring^  to  your  communication  of  the  25th  of  July,  and  to  my  reply 
of  the  31st  of  that  month,  relative  to  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  terminate  the  present  postal  convention  between  the  two  countries  on  the  Ist 
of  January,  1868,  simultaneous  with  the  expiration  of  the  Cuuard  contract,  and 
at  the  same  time  expressing  the  readiness  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  enter 
into  negotiation  for  a  new  aud  improved  postal  arrangement,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  a  copv  of  a  letter  of  the  6th  instant  from  the  Postmastex 
General,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  prepared  to  receive  and  take  into 
consideration  such  proposals  as  her  Majesty's  postal  authorities  may  deaire  to 
offer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
8ervant» 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bbucb,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sgc, 


Mr,  Randall  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  9518.]  Post  Office  Department, 

Washington  J  August  6,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  your  jfetter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  trans- 
mitting  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  chiving  notice 
as  provided  by  article  22  of  the  postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  signed  at  London  on  the  15th  of  December,  1848,  of 
the  purpose  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  terminate  said  convention  on  the  1st  of  Jantuuy, 
1868,  simultaneously  with  the  termination  of  the  Cunard  mail  subsidy  Contracts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  please  inform  his  excellency,  the  British  minister 
that  this  department  has  received,  with  satisfaction,  this  notice  for  terminating  the  existiiig 
convention,  accompanied  by  an  expression  of  the  readiness  of  her  Majesty's  government  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  a  new  and  improved  postal  arrangement  to  be  carried  on  directly 
between  the  post  departments  of  the  two  countnes,  and  that  I  am  prepared  to  receive  and 
consider  such  proposals  as  the  British  post  department  may  desire  to  offer  as  a  basis  of  a  new 
arrangement,  securing  to  the  public  of  both  countries  the  advantage  of  reduced  ratee  of 
postage  and  increased  mail  facilities. 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

▲LEXAKDEB  W.  RANDALL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State*  ^  t 
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Mn  Seward  t^  Sir  F.  Bruct. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  August  24,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, which  is  addressed  to  this  department  bj  the  wife  of  the  Reverend  David 
F.  Lumsden,  of  Nanda,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  which  it  appeai-s  that 
he  is  now  held  in  confinement  at  Toronto,  Canada,  on  suspicion  of  having  been 
a  Fenian  spy.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  list  of  prisoners  who  have  been 
bailed,  or  nave  received  permission  to  apply  for  bail,  a  copy  of  which  you 
were  good  enough  to  leave  with  me  a  few  aays  since,  the  name  of  the  person 
above  referred  to  does  not  tfppear  therein.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to 
invite  the  considerate  attention  of  the  Canadian  government  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon,  Sir  FESDBRfCK  W,  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mrs.  Lumsden  to  Mr,  Scsowrd, 

NCTNDA,  August  17,  1866, 
Sir:  I  wiite  yo«,  asking,  if  consistent  with  the  duties  of  your  office,  yoar  interference  in 
behalf  of  my  husband,  the  Rev.  Daniel  F.  Lumsden.  He  has  been  a  prisoner,  iirst  at  Brant- 
ford,  now  at  Toronte,  for  eleven  weeks,  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Fenian  spj.  If  he 
is,  as  i  believe  him  to  be,  innocent  of  any  complicity  with  the  Fenians,  I  suppose  it  is  the 
dn^  of  kiB  goyemment  to  demand  his  release.  The  facts  of  his  arrest  as  he  nas  written  me 
are  these,  thongh  I  would  fii'st  say  that  no  British  sabiect  could  be  more  (^posed  to  the 
Fenian  movement,  more  bitter  against  the  movers,  than  he  has  been  from  the  nrst.  He  was 
in  BuCftlo  on  business  with  Bishop  Coxe  during  the  week  of  the  raid  into  Canada,  having 
little  to  do,  waitinr  the  action  of  the  bishop  in  an  ecclesiastical  matter.  On  the  Tuesday 
previoas  to  the  raid  he  crossed  to  Fort  Erie  to  see  the  clergyman  there,  Rev.  Mr.  Gre«3nham, 
and  spent  the  night  at  the  hotel  there,  forming  the  acquaintance  of  several  gentlemen  of  the 
place,  and  in  the  evening  retarned  to  Buffalo.  On  Friday  morning,  on  coming  down  from 
his  rooBi  he  heard  that  the  Fenians  had  crossed  the  river  and  were  in  possession  of  Fort  Erie, 
and  in  company  with  other  of  the  citisens  walked  down  to  the  river  to  see  what  could  be  seen 
from  this  side,  not  then  thinkiag  of  crossing ;  but  seeing  the  Fenians  directly  in  the  rear,  as 
it  seemed  to  him,  of  Mr.  Oreeabani*s  house,  he  thought  he  might  be  of  some  service  to  him. 
He  with  this  intention  crosse<l  and  offered  his  assistance ;  but  Mr.  Groenbam's  family  had 
already  crossed  the  river,  and  finding  he  could  be  of  no  assistance  to  him,  he  walked  up  the 
street,  and  finding  the  people  much  alarmed  and  some  in  real  trouble,  did  what  he  could  to 
relieve  them.  At  one  place,  seeing  a  Fenian  about  to  take  a  horse  from  a  young  lady,  a 
Hiss  Thom«M,  he  interfered  and  saved  the  horse.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Thomas,  then  asked 
his  assistance  or  protection,  being  alone  and  threatened  with  plunder.  He  says  she  held  in 
lier  hand  a  pjeoe  of  paper  with  a  man's  name  on  ^'irhich  she  thought  of  no  value.  To  make 
it  more  formidable,  and  to  quiet  her  fears,  he  wrote  sofiiething  on  it  and  signed  his  name  to  it. 
TUs  paper,  it  seems,  is  used  as  evidence  against  hint.  Going  on  and  finding  a  brother 
Scotchman  in  trouble,  he  attempted  to  relieve  him.  They  had  camped  on  part  of  Mr.  New- 
t>igging't  form,  and  were  plundering  him,  stealing  his  horses,  dto.  For  him  he  offered  to  go 
into  the  Fenian  camp  and  state  the  case  to  the  commander.  Did,  and  was  taken  by  the 
commander  O'Neil  for  the  clergyman  of  the  place.  He  regretted  the  plunder,  but  could  not 
give  up  the  horse.  The  plunder  continuing,  he  went  a  second  and  a  third  time,  getting  a 
guard  for  the  house,  but  rendering  himself  obnoxious  to  the  Fenians,  one  of  whom  threatened 
to  shoot  him  should  he  come  again.  Afterwards,  however,  on  Mr.  N.'s  cattle  being 
driven  into  camp,  be  went  with  Mr.  N.,  and  after  0*Neil  had  ordered  the  cattle  driven 
back  he  turned  to  him  and  said  '*Yon  are  interfering  too  much;  mv  men  have  marked* 
you ;  your  life  is  in  danger,  and  I  advise  you  to  leave  at  once  '^—himself  guarding 
them  ouL  After  this  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  that  morning  after  the  Fenians  had  left  the 
place  he  crossed  te  see  how  his  friends  had  been  treated  through  the  night,  and  was  then 
arrested,  though  not  till  he  had  been  warned  by  Mr.  Newbigging  that  the  people  were  suspi- 
cious of  him  and  advised  by  him  to  return  to  Buffalo^ 

If  he  Is  an  innocent  man  it  is  time  his  government  demanded  his  release.  If  they  fancy 
they  have  any  proof  against  him  it  is  time  they  gave  him  a  trial.  He  was  not  taken  in  arms 
against  them  nor  with  Fenians. 
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His  familj  need  bim.  We  hare  four  little  ones  and  are  entirely  withont  means  of  support, 
besides  being  among  strangers,  for  we  had  been  here  only  two  weeks  when  Mr.  L.  left 
home.    For  our  support  we  have  been  entirely  dependent  upon  my  friends. 

Asking  your  immediate  attention  to  this,  I  remain,  respectfully, 

MRS.  D.  F.  LUMSDEN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  flfc,  ^c,  S^e, 


Sir  JF.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  August  28,  1866. 

SiE  :  Under  instractions  from  her  Majesty *b  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  I  beg  to  state,  for  your  information,  the  following  circumstances 
connected  with  the  distribution  of  the  money  received  from  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment on  account  of  the  Simonoseki  indemnity. 

It  appears  that  the  second  and  third  instalments  of  this  indemnity,  amounting 
altogether  to  one  million  dollars,  were  divided  equally  by  the  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Great  Britain,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  admitted  special  claims  of  the  three  first-named  powers.  These 
claims,  however,  which  reached  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  left,  properly  speaking,  only  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
thousand  dollars  to  be  equally  divided  among  all  the  four  .powers.  The  share 
falling  to  Great  Britain  should  consequently  have  been  two  nundredand  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  instead  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  she 
actually  received,  and  the  surplus  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  had  therefore  to 
be  returned  by  her  for  division  among  the  remaining  three  powers.  With  a 
view  to  adjusting  this  error,  I  am  directed  to  state  that  orders  will  be  immedi- 
ately sent  to  the  proper  officer  in  Japan  to  pay  to  each  of  the  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  in  that  country  the  sum  of 
eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  dollars,  that  being  the 
third  of  the  amount  received  by  Great  Britain  in  excess  of  her  proper  share  of 
the  indemnity  in  question. 

I'  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  September  3,  18d6. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  forwarded  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Lumsden's  letter,  stating 
the  circumstances  under  which  her  husband  was  arrested  as  a  Fenian  raider, 
and  I  at  the  same  time  requested  that  the  case  might  be  investigated,  as  Mr. 
Lnmsden's  name  did  not  appear  on  the  list  of  prisoners  who  had  been  permitted 
to  give  baiL  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lord  Monck,  in  replying 
to  my  despatch,  says  that  the  sworn  depositions  against  the  prisoner  in  question 
are  such  as  to  render  it  imperative  that  he  should  stand  his  trial.  His  excel- 
lency adds  tibat  it  is  intended  to  bring  to  trial  without  delay  all  the  prisoners 
who  have  been  arrested  on  charges  connected  with  the  late  incursion  at  Fort 
Erie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  shr,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

^  FREDERICK  W.  A^BBUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc.  gtized  by  V^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sit  F.  Bruce. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  October  22,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sib  Frederick  :  I  commend  to  your  attention  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  petition  on  behalf  of  Patrick  O'Neill,  a  minor,  who  is  alleged  to  be  detained 
at  Toronto  on  suspicion  of  being  implicated  in  the  late  Fenian  demonstration. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  petition,  I  trust  that,  through  ^ 
your  kind  offices,  the  young  man  may  be  released  and  permitted  to  return  to* 
his  relatives. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir  Frederick,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  4«.,  Sfc. 


To  his  Excellency  Andrew  Johnson,  Prtsidtnt  of  the  United  States^ 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  would  most  respectfully  represent  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  on  or  about  Sunday,  June  3,  1866,  a  minor  named  Patrick  O'Neill,  aged  sevenleen 
years,  was  captured  iu  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Erie,  Canada. 

That  said  O'Neill  is  now  held  as  prisoner  in  Toronto  on  suspicion  of  bein?  engaged  in  the 
late  Fenian  movement  against  the  peace  of  the  Canadian  people  and  the  authority  of  uie  British 
government. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  represent  that  the  parents  of  said  prisoner  are  respectable, 
law-abiaing  citizens ;  they  are  aged,  infirm,  and  in  destitute  circumstances  ;  that  said  pri- 
soner, being  their  oldest  child,  was  their  principal  support,  and  the  absence  of  his  labor  for 
the  past  foar  months  has  caused  undue  hardships  to  said  parents. 

For  these,  and  many  other  reasons,  the  undersiened  do  fervently  pray  that  your  Excel- 
lency may,  through  your  high  prerogative,  intercede  with  the  Canadian  authorities  for  the 
immediate  release  of  said  Patrick  O'Neill. 

In  consideration  of  his  youth  your  petitioners  are  convinced  that,  as  the  ends  of  justice 
have  been  satisfied  bv  his  long  imprisonment,  the  dictates  of  humanity,  prompted  by  sympathy 
for  his  aged  and  sufliering  parents,  his  age,  and  consequent  ignorance  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
crime  he  is  charged  with,  justify  the  hope  that  your  Excellency  may  be  enabled  to  present  the 
matter  to  the  Canadian  authorities,  with  the  request  that  a  spirit  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  be 
extended  in  the  present  case.  To  the  end  that  the  prisoner  may  be  restored  to  his  liberty  and 
returu  to  his  home,  convinced  of  his  former  error,  is  ever  the  prayer  of— 

A.  HICKENLOOPER,  M.  P.  GADDIS, 

GEO.  W.  NEFF.  R.  B.  CARPENTEK, 

LEN.  A.  HARRIS,  JOS.  E.  EGLY, 

BASSETT  LANGDON,  PETER  J.  SULLIVAN, 

J.  P.  SAUNDERS,  THEO.  COOK. 

J.  J.  QUINN, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  22,  186^. 
My  Dear  Sir  Frederick  :  Permit  me  to  invoke  your  early  attention  to  the 
case  of  John  Sheridan,  the  subject  of  the  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  July  last,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Thurston  hy  Mr.  Thpmas  Barry,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  Should 
there  be  insufficient  evidence  against  the  man,  it  is  not  doubted  that  he  will  be 
promptly  released ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  been  concerned  in  the 
recent  Fenian  demonstrations,  I  trust  that  the  case  may  be  dealt  leniently  with ; 
and  I  shall  thankfully  appreciate  such  good  offices  to  that  end  as  you  may  be 
able  to  afford. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hoa  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bcuce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^.  r^  T 
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Mr.  Bmrry  to  Mr.  Tkur$ton. 

Re  John  Sheridan. 

ToKONTo,  York  Chambers, 

Jac/y  21, 1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  this  matter  I  was  eogaffed  professioDallj  bj  the  prisoner  (a  suspected  Fenian) 
to  applj  for  his  admission  to  bail,  on  a  charge  of  treason.  I  prepared  the  necessary  papers  and 
applied  to  the  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  queen*s  bench  for  bail  and  habeas  corpmst  but  both 
were  refused  by  him.  The  only  evidence  against  him  is  that  of  one  Detective  Armstrong, 
who  states  that  in  February  last  he  was  in  Fort  Erie,  saw  the  prisoner  there,  who  said  he 
was  a  Fenian,  and  was  in  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  getting  places  in  which  to  store  arms 
to  be  brought  from  the  United  States  ;  that  Armstrong  attended  a  Fenian  meeting  with  pris- 
oner at  that  time,  and  he  reported  the  facts  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Fort  ISrie.  The 
collector  corroborates  the  fact  as  to  the  report.  The  prisoner  was  arrested  at  Fort  Erie  on 
the  6th  of  June  last,  which  place  he,  visited  by  written  pass  of  her  Majesty's  consul  in  Buf- 
falo, for  a  peaceable  purpose.  The  pass  bears  that  date,  6th  June  last.  The  prisoner  lived 
and  was  employed  in  the  United  States  for  some  considerable  time  previous  to  his  arrest. 

He  has  lately  been  removed  to  the  new  jail  here  and  incarceratea  with  the  other  suspected 
Fenian  prisoners. 

I  would  feel  obligedj)^  your  bringfinff  the  prisoner's  case  under  the  notice  of  your  govern- 
ment, as  the  case  is  One  of  great  hardship,  in  which  I  think  they  should  interfere. 
I  am,  sir,  with  deep  respect,  very  truly  yours, 

THOMAS  BARRY, 

SoUHUfT  far  Prieaner. 

D.  TnimSTON,  Esq.,  United  States  Consul,  Toronto. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  is  nnderstood  that  Robert  B.  Ljnch  and  John  McMahon  have  been 
recently  convicted  in  a  colonial  court  of  Canada,  and  sentenced  to  death,  upon  a 
charge  that,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  they  were  actors  in  the  assault 
made  in  the  month  of  June  last  at  Fort  Erie,  in  that  colony.  It  can  hardly  be 
necessary  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  required,  by  the  highest  considerations  of  national  dignity,  duty,  and 
honor,  to  inquire  into  the  legality,  justice,  and  regularity  of  the  judicial  proceed- 
ings which  have  thus  taken  place ;  and  that,  after  making  such  a  careful  scrutiny, 
we  shall  expect  to  make  known  to  her  Miyesty's  government  such  opinions  as 
the  President,  upon  due  consideration,  shall  eAof^i. 

With  this  view  the  United  States  consul  at  Toronto  is  this  day  instructed  to 
procure,  for  the  information  of  this  department,  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  trial 
and  conviction  of  Lynch  and  McMahon,  and  also  of  all  further  trials  and  con- 
victions of  a  similar  character  which  shall  take  place  in  Canada. 

While  no  unnecessary  delay  in  the  examination  of  the  cases  which  are  thus 
expected  to  come  before  this  government  is  intended,  it  may  nevertheless  happen 
hereafter  that  delays  unavoidably  result  from  past  incidents,  or  from  futnre 
events  which  cannot  now  be  foreseen. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  request  you  to  take  such  proceedings  as  you  may 
think  proper,  to  the  end  that  such  applications  of  the  consul  sh^  be  promptly 


The  President  durects  me  to  assure  you  of  his  confident  hope  that  her 
Mjajesty's  government  will  not  only  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  I  have 
thus*  made,  but  that  they  will  think  it  proper  also  to  examine  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings aforesaid  with  a  careful  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the*  maintenance  of  good  relations  between  the  two  countries.  Such  relations 
are  always  difficult  and  delicate  in  states  that  are  adjacent  to  each  other,  with- 
out* being  separated  by  impassable  borders.  For  this  reason  it  would  bW  very- 
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gratifying  to  the  President  if  yon  should  be  able  to  give  me  an  assurance  that 
the  execution  of  the  sentences  pronoanced  upon  convicted  persons  will  be  sus- 
pended if  occasion  for  delay  shall  arise,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  to  make 
It  desirable.  Finally,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  offences  involved  in  these 
trials  are  in  their  nature  eminently  political. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  sound  policy  coincides  with  the  best 
impulses  of  a  benevolent  nature  in  recommending  tenderness,  amnesty,  and  for- 
givenness  in  such  cases. 

This  suggestion  is  made  with  freedom  and  earnestness,  because  the  same 
opinions  were  proposed  to  us  in  our  recent  civil  war  by  all  the  governments  and 
publicists  of  Europe,  and  by  none  of  them  with  greater  frankness  and  kindness 
than  by  the  government  and  statesmen  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  very  sure  that 
you  will  find  that  these  recommendations  of  a  policy  of  clemency  and  forgive- 
ness, in  the  case  of  the  parties  concerned,  are  in  entire  harmony  with  all  the 
suggestions  and  representations  which  this  government  has  made  to  her  Majesty's 
government  in  regard  to  the  border  aggressions  which  have  been  made  on  the 
Canadian  firontier,  and  that  they  are  also  in  harmony  with  the  proceedings 
which  this  government  has  thought  it  just,  wise,  and  prudent  hitherto  to  pursue 
in  regard  to  the  violation  of  its  own  neutrality  laws,  which  was  involved  in  those 
aggressions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  November  3, 1866. 

Sir:  Her  Mfgesty's  government  have  recently  had  under  their  consideration 
the  proceedings  and  finding  of  a  court  held  at  Swatow  to  inquire  |nto  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  loss  of  a  British  bark,  Electricity,  which  vessel  was 
totally  wrecked  on  the  Sal  Rock,  off  Namoa,  on  the  1 4th  of  June  last.  Their 
attention  has  also  been  called  to  the  circumstances  that  the  Mischief,  of  Belfast, 
was  lost  in  almost  the  same  place  on  the  5th  of  May,  1865;  and  the  British  con- 
sul at  Swatow  reports  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  good  light  on  the  adjacent  Gape  of 
Good  Hope  would,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented  the  loss  of  both  these 
vessels,  and  would  be  of  great  service  to  vessels  frequenting  those  seas. 

In  this  opinion  her  Majesty's  government  concur,  but  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  dangers  which  at  present  attend  the  navigation  of  the  China  seas,  as 
evidenced  in  the  cases  above  referred  to,  suggest  the  question  whether  the  time 
has  not  arrived  for  nations  who  have  commercial  relations  with  China  to  repre- 
sent, through  their  respective  legations  to  the  government  of  that  country  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  mutual  benefits  which  would  arise  were  the 
Chinese  government  to  undertake^as  one  of  its  regular  functions,  the  exhibition 
of  lights,  placing  of  buoys,  &c.,  in  such  places  on  the  coast  of  the  Chinese 
empire  as  may  have  been  shown  to  require  them. 

It  will,  doubtless,  not  have  escaped  your  recollection  that  Japan,  in  her  recent 
commercial  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  has  undertaken  to  construct  light- 
houses and  lay  down  buoys,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  navigation  of  her 
coasts  and  harbors,  and  considered  both  as  a  matter  of  principle  as  well  as  of 
practice. 

Her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  induce 
the  Chinese  government  to  adopt  a  similar  course.    I  am  accordingly  directed 
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to  express  the  hope  of  her  Majesty's  goyemment  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  be  disposed  to  instruct  its  representative  at  Pekin  to  join  with 
her  Majesty's  minister  in  pressing  this  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  Chinese 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^c,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  relatine  to  the  sentences  of  death  passed  on  K.  B.  Lynch  and  J.  McMahon 
in  Canada,  and  stating  the  views  entertained  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  various  considerations  of  law,  policy,  and  humanity  which  might 
be  expected  to  arise  in  the  course  of  the  trials  of  the  individuals  concerned  in 
the  raid  committed  on  Canada  last  spring. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  that  note,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty's 
government,  and  I  await  their  instructions  before  entering  at  length  upon  the 
several  and  weighty  subjects  contained  in  it. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Canadian  government  in  bringing  these  cases 
before  the  regular  tribunals  of  justice,  thus  securing  to  the  prisoners  the  full 
protection  the  law  affords  to  the  accused,  and  the  readiness  shown  by  them  to 
communicate  all  such  documents  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  as  may 
throw  light  on  the  justice  of  the  sentences  and  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings 
will,  I  trust,  satisfy  the  government  of  the  United  States  that,  while  vindicating, 
the  majesty  of  the  law,  the  authorities  do  not  conduct  the  prosecutions  in  any 
vindictive  or  harsh  spirit.  I  am,  moreover,  authorized  to  state  that  the  whole 
question  of  the  disposal  of  such  of  the  prisoners  as  may  be  convicted  has  been 
referred  for  decision  to  her  Majesty's  government,  who  will  certainly  be  anima- 
ted by  the  desire  so  to  deal  with  it  as  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  between 
populations  living  in  such  immediate  proximity  and  separated  by  a  long  frontier 
BO  easily  traversed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hod.  William  H.  Seward.  8ft;.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Dbpartmhnt  op  State, 

Washington^  November  15,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th 
instant,  in  reply  to  one  of  the  27th  ultimo  from  this  department,  relative  to  the 
case  of  the  Fenian  prisoners  condemned  to  death  in  Canada.  I  am  pleased  to 
learn  from  that  note  that  the  entire  question  of  the  disposal  of  such  of  the  pris- 
oners as  may  be  convicted  has  been  referred  to  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  and  in  reply  to  state  that  the  considerate  course  adopted  by  the 
Canadian  authorities  is  duly  appreciated  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc.,  Sfc.^  ^c.  «^ 
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Mr^  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  20,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  ask  yoar  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  has  just  been  received  at  this  department  from  Mr.  Thurston,  United 
States  consul  at  Toronto,  and  the  correspondence  appended  to  the  same. 

From  these  papers  I  learn  that  although  the  government  of  Canada  very 
cheerfully  announced  its  determination  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  this  govern- 
ment for  a  copy  of  the  records  of  convictions  in  the  so-called  Fenian  cases  in 
Canada,  yet  that  some  difficulties  have  arisen  there  in  regard  to  the  furnishing 
of  the  testimony  taken  in  the  several  cases,  which  need  to  be  removed. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessarv  to  say  that  the  records,  without  the  testimony, 
would  be  of  no  use  in  enabling  this  government  to  ascertain  the  regularity, 
legality,  and  justice  of  the  convictions. 

It  must  be  equally  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  saving  of  time  is  of  essential 
importance  in  this  matter,  insomuch  as  the  13th  day  of  December  next  is  under- 
stood to  be  fixed  for  carrying  into  execution  the  sentence  of  capital  punishment. 

I  think  that  the  difficulties  to  which  I  have  alluded  are  merely  technical,  or 
legally  professional,  and  it  is  supposed  that  they  could  be  promptly  removed 
by  an  order  from  the  executive  government  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  that  of 
'  Canada.  In  this  belief  I  make  this  communication  informal,  not  doubting  that 
you  will  cheerfully  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Canadian  authorities. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  yours  very  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hie  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4r.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtom,  November  26,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  13th instant  from 
his  excellency  Paul  Dillingham,  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  the 
original  certified  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  on  be- 
half of  Robert  B.  Lynch,  John  McMahon  and  others,  convicted  of  treason  against 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  in  Canada.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  similar 
communication  of  the  15th  instant  to  the  President,  consisting  of  a  letter  from 
A.  H.  Boerman,  esq.,  the  city  clerk  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  a  certified 
copy  of  a  preamble  and  appeal  of  the  common  council  of  that  city  on  behalf  of 
Robert  B.  Lynch  and  John  McMahon. 

I  beg  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  these  papers  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  copies  of  them  to  those  of  her 
Majesty's  authorities  whose  province  it  may  be  to  deal  with  the  subject  thereof; 
and  I  will  thank  you  to  make  known  the  desire  of  this  government  that  they 
may  receive  favorable  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ipc. 


Gov,  Dillingham  to  Pruident  Johnson, 

State  of  Vermont, 
Executive  Chamber,  Montpelier,  November^  13,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  By  the  direction  of  the  le^slatnre  of  VermoDt,  I  enclose  herewith  a  preamble 
and  joint  resolutious,  passed  \>j  them  at  their  present  session,  addressed  to  the  executWp  gov- 
ernment of  Canada,  on  the  sabject  of  convicted  Fenians. 
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Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  forward  these  lesolntions  t<%  the  goyeraor  genend  of  Caoada, 
adding  snch  words  id  their  fayor  as  shall  seem  to  70a  proper?  I  am  Imppj  to  know  thai 
we  are  all  in  accord  on  this  subject  of  saving  these  brave  but  mistaken  men  from  capital 
punishment.  v 

Please  accept  mv  personal  regards,  and  believe  me,  jour  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  DILLINGHAM, 

Gav€m9rof  Vtrwt^mL 
Andrew  Johnsok,  ' 

President  ef  the  United  States, 


JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  relating  to  the  pardons  of  Robert  B.  Ljnch,  Joh^  McMahon, 

and  others. 

Whereas  Robert  B.  Lynch  and  John  McMahon,  citiaens  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
recently  convicted  in  a  Canadian  conrt,  and  sentenced  to  death  upon  a  charge  that  they  were 
parties  in  the  attack  made  in  the  month  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1866,  at  Fort  £rie,  in  the  province 
of  Canada;  and 

Whereas  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  held  for  trial  upon  charges  for  similar 
offences  against  the  Canadian  government ;  and 

Whereas  we  believe  that  if  the  lives  of  the  persons  charged  and  convicted  could  be  spared, 
through  the  humane  and  generous  action  of  the  Canadian  government,  it  would  do  more  to 
allay  the  animosity  felt  towards  the  English  government  by  the  countrymen  of  said  Lynch 
and  McMahon,  and  to  secure  immunity  against  further  aggressions,  than  a  rigid  execution 
of  the  law :   Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rej^esentativeSj  I'hat  we,  prompted  by  ihe  same  benev- 
olent spirit  which  has  moved  the  government  and  statesmen  of  Great  Britain  to  apply  £or 
clemency  in  behalf  of  their  subjects  under  similar  circumstances  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  most  earnestly  recommend  tenderness,  amnesty,  and  for- 
giveness 6n  the  part  of  the  Canadian  government  towards  the  persons  charged  and  convicted. 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  of  this  State  be  reauested  to  cause  a  copy  of  this  preamblo 
and  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the  expression  of 
the  sentiment  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  com- 
mending the  subject-matter  thereof  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Canadian  government. 

JOHN  W.  STEWARD, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatiwes, 
A.  B.  GARDNER, 

President  qf  the  Senate. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Secretary  tf  State's  Qfiu. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  adopted  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly  at  its  annual  session,  A.  D.  1866,  as  appears  from  the  files  and  records  of  this 
office. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name  and  affix  the  seal  of  this  office,  at  Mont- 
pelier,  this  twelfth  day  of  November,  A.  P.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 
[seal.]  GEORGE  NICHOLLS, 

Secretary  qf  State, 


City  Clekk*s  Oppice, 

Chicago,  November  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  oonmon  council  of  the  city  of  Chicago  to  send  to  your  excel- 
lency a  certified  copy  of  the  action  thereof,  in  relation  to  the  accompanying  preamble  and 
appeal. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  BODMAN,  City  CUrk. 
His  Excellency  Andrew  Johnson, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


In  Common  Council,  November  5,  1866. 

Alderman  Talcott  presented  a  preamble  and  appeal  in  relation  to  the  late  conviction,  by 
a  Canadian  jury,^f  Colonel  R.  B.  Lynch  and  Jonn  McMahon,  priest,  for  an  alleged  act  of 
treason  against  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Canadian  government,  and  their  having  been 
sentenced  to  death  under  the  atoresaid  convictions. 

Alderman  Clarke  moved  the  passage  of  the  preamble  and  appeal. 

The  mavor  directed  the  ayes  and  noes  to  be  called,  and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Clarke 
prevailed  by  the  following  vote : 

Ayes.— Aldermen  Knickerboker,  Carter,  De  Wolf,  Wicker,  Barrell,  Wilmarth,  Calkins, 
Kaun,  Finnucan,  Hatch,  Wallworth,  Moore,  Schuyler.  Talcott,  Woodard,  Bixly,  Holdeo, 
Russell,  Ackhoff,  Gastfield,  Proudfert,  Enael,  Shackford,  Lawson,  Clarke— 25.      Cj 
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Noes.— None.  ^ 

The  preamble  and  appeal  passed,  are  as  follows : 

Whereas  Colonel  Rooert  B.  Lynch  and  the  Rev.  John  McMahon  bare  been  tried  at  To- 
ronto, Canada,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  as  participators,  aiders,  and  abettors  in  aid  of 
an  alleged  armed  invasion  of  Canadian  soil  bj  persons  and  citirens  from  the  United  States  ; 
and  whereas,  as  far  as  we  are  advised  or  can  learn,  no  positive  proaf  was  adduced  upon 
said  trials  of  the  participation  in  the  said  invasion,  bj  them  or  either  of  them,  and  it  is  a 
well  established  tact  that  tne  former  was  there  at  a  spectator  and  correspondent,  and  the 
latter,  as  in  duty  bound  by  his  most  sacied  obligation  as  a  minister  of  God,  in  the  discharge 
of  those  important  Christian  duties  which  pertain  to  his  high  and  holy  calling,  and  espe- 
cially to  administer  spiritual*  consolation  to  persons  professing  a  like  Christian  faith  with 
himself;  and  whereas  the  ofience  charged  against  these  men  is  only  political  in  its  char- 
acter ;  and  as  the  subjecta  of  Queen  'Victoria,  both  in  Canada  and  in  Ilngland,  have  urged 
upon  our  government  mercy  and  clemency  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  whose  oflfence,  un- 
like that  cnarged  against  these  men,  was  not  political,  but  that  of  rebellion  and  treason 
against  their  own  government:  therefore,  pleading  the  precedent  sought  to  be  established  by 
Englishmen  and  Canadians,  and  following  thair  example,  we»  as  the  common  council  of  tlie 
city  of  Chicaffo,  and  the  representatives  (h  the  citiaens»  do  appeal  to  the  English  govern- 
ment, through  the  legally  constituted  authorities  in  Canada,  and  urgently  and  lespectfully 
ask  that  the  clemency  so  frequently  and  persistently  sought  by  British  subjects  for  rebel 
prisoners  in  our  hands,  be  by  them  and  ttieir  government  extended  at  this  time  to  the  Bev. 
John  McBlahan  and  Colonel  B.  H.  Lynch. 

And  we  do  most  respectfully  request  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  such  action  in  the  nremises  as  this  government  may  legally  adopt  in  behalf  of  these 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  relieve  them  from  the  extreme  penalties  of  the  law  as  ad- 
ministered by  Canadian  court  and  jury. 

Alderman  Knickerbocker  moved  that  the  clerk  be  instnieted  to  send  certified  copies  of  the 
preamble  and  appeal,  just  now  passed,  to  the  govenwr  general  of  Canada  and  the  Present 
of  the  United  States.    Carried. 

State  of  Illinois,  oiy  cfCkiaiga,  «# : 

I,  A.  H.  Bodman,  clerk  of  the  city  of  Chicago  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  thai  the  above 
and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  preamble  and  appeal  passed  by  the  common  council  No- 
veraberS,  A.  D.  J  866. 

I  ^rther  certify  that  I  am  intmated  with  the  safe-keeping  and  custody  of  the  preamble 
and  appeal  of  which  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  and  certified  copy. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  corporate  seal  of  the  city  of  Chicago  this  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  Ibk  ^  J  .^  J 

[seal.]  a.  H.  BODMAN,  CUgCUrk. 


Sir  F.  Bntce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  November  i7y  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of  yonr  note 
of  yesterday's  date,  covering  resolutions  which  have  been  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
on  behalf  of  Robert  B  Lynch,  John  McMahon,  and  others,  convicted  of  treason 
against  the  government  of  Great  Britain  in  Canada. 

In  compliance  with  yonr  request  I  have  forwarded  the  documents  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  copies  of  the  same  to  her 
M^esty's  government. 

I  may  state,  however,  that  in  accordance  with  a  recommendation  to  that 
effect  from  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada,  instructions  have  been  given  by 
the  home  government  not  to  carry  out  the  capital  sentences  passed  on  the  con- 
victs Lynch  and  McMahon ;  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  other  prisoners 
against  whom  sentence  of  death  has  been  recorded  will  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a 
Bimilar  recommendation,  and  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in  revising  their 
sentences,  will  be  actuated  by  a  like  spirit  of  clemency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe 
dient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A^RUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i(c„  ^,,  4«?.  Digitized  by  L^OOglC 


FRANCE. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  197.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  November  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  received  some  time  since  information  from  persons  interested,  that 
there  was  a  sura  of  money  in  dispute  at  Montpelier,  to  which  the  United  States 
were  supposed  to  have  some  claim.  The  object  of  my  informants  was  to  ob- 
tain from  me  some  expression  which  might  be  construed  into  a  relinauishment 
of  such  claim.  My  refusal  to  answer  their  inquiries  in  that  sense  induced  the 
direct  application,  of  which  I  enclose  a  translation,  from  the  agent  of  the  notaiy 
in  whose  hands  the  deposit  now  lies. 

From  this  memorandum  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Grasset,  notary  at  Montpe- 
Her,  is  in  possession  of  20,000  francs,  deposited  on  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  oy 
an  engineer  named  Raymond  Thomassy,  to  secure  the  payment  of  wages  to 
four  French  salt-makers  whom  he  had  hired  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  a  con- 
tract made  with  the  insurgent  government  at  Richmond,  8th  January,  1863,  to 
work  the  salt  lands  of  Clarke  county,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Thomassy 
having  died  on  the  journey  at  Havana,  and  the  workmen  having  returned  to 
France,  they  now  claim  the  payment  of  the  sum  deposited  by  him  as  compen- 
sation for  their  lost  time  and  labor.  Grasset,  the  notary,  declines  paying  them 
the  money,  as  it  was  deposited  with  him  to  be  paid  only  on  the  certificate  of 
the  insurgent  government,  and  as  he  apprehends  a  reclamation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  parties  now  desire  a  formal  relinquishment  of  the  claim 
by  our  government. 

As  the  money  appears  to  have  been  advanced  by  Thomassy  in  pursuance 
of  a  contract  that  never  was  executed,  and  as  the  laborers  never  reached  the 
United  States,  our  claim,  if  made,  would  probably  lead  to  litigation,  the  result 
of  which  might  be  doubtfuL 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  matter  for  your  consideration  and  to  request 
your  instructions  in  regard  to  it. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


JOHN  BIGELOW. 


Mr.  M^neatMe  to  Mr,  Bigdaw. 

Paris,  Notemher  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  Tou  have  requested  of  me  a  memorandam  in  relation  io  the  affair  of  the  salt-makers, 
of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  joa  vesterdaj  morning.    I  hasten  to  famish  it. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  under  which  was  deposited  iiv  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gras- 
set, notaij  at  Montpelier,  the  sum  of  20,000  francs,  the  defiverj  of  wtilch  is  now  desired  bj 
parties  interested : 

Bj  the  terms  of  an  agreement  made  at  Richmond,  the  8th  of  January,  1663,  with  the 
general  commission  of  subsistence  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  Mr.  Raymond 
Thomassy,  engineer,  engaged  to  furnish  to  Captain  Grant,  engineer,  of  the  Confederate  States, 
the  plans,  specifications,  and  instructions  necessary  to  the  working  of  the  salt  lands  situated 
in  Cflarke  county,  Alabama. 

He  was  also  to  come  to  Europe  and  engage  for  the  service  of  the  conitnderate  government 
^^e  workmen,  skilled  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  to  return  with  them  to  the  place  of  the 
projected  works,  of  which  he  was  to  be  superintendent.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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Mr.  RftTmoiid  Thomassj  came  to  France  and  hired  four  workmen.  Clot,  Clerc,  Marchandon , 
and  Stobiac.  To  ^in  the  confidence  of  these  workmen,  a  sum  of  ^,000  francs  was 
deposited  the  8th  of  April  with  Mr.  Grasset,  the  notary  who  framed  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment, who  pledgfed  himself  not  to  deliver  it  to  the  said  workmen  except  on  a  certificate  from 
the  confederate  goyemment  that  they  had  fulfilled  their  obligations. 

They  set  ont,  and  Mr.  Thomassy  died  at  Havana,  in  July,  lti63. 

After  many  vicissitudes,  the  salt-makers  returned  to  France,  and  they  still  await  the  pay- 
ment of  the  wages  promised  them. 

In  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity,  I  will  be  obliged  to  you,  sir,  if  yon  will  obtam  from 
your  government  the  authorization  which  Mr.  Grasset  desires  for  the  delivery  of  these  funds. 

This  authorization  should  be  framed  in  the  most  simple  terms.  I  submit  a  form  to  your 
judgment : 

**I,  the  undersigned,  ,  minister  of  the  United  States,  declare  personally 

that  I  will  not  intervene  in  behalf  of  my  gfovemment  in  the  division  which  may  be  made 
among  those  entitled  to  it  of  the  sum  of  20,000  firancs,  deposited  the  8th  of  Apnl,  1863,  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Grasset,  notary  at  Montpelier,  on  account  of  the  salt-makers,  Clot,  Clerc, 
Marchandon  and  Stobiac,  and  that  I  will  not  prosecute  nor  molest  the  said  notary  in  the 
matter  of  said  division.** 

I  do  not  doubt,  sir,  that  in  your  wisdom  and  justice  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  give 
satisfaction  to  the  claims  of  our  countrymen.  And  1  beg  that  you  will  accept  in  advance 
the  assurance  of  the  profound  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most 
devotedly, 

£.  MANCOMBLE, 

Advocate^  11  Rue  Lqfitte, 

John  Bigelow,  Esq. 


Mr,  Bigelow  (o  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  198.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Pam,  November  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  Moniteur  of  yesterday  contained  an  official  account  of  the  arrival 
of  Admiral  Parcja  with  his  fleet  at  Valparaiso,  on  the  17th  of  September  last, 
and  the  correspondence  which  had  passed  between  him  and  the  Chilian  gov- 
ernment np  to  the  24th  of  that  month. 

I  felt  impelled  to  call  at  once  upon  Mr.  Rosales,  the  Chilian  minister  at  this 
court,  to  express  my  surprise  and  regret  at  the  apparently  harsh  and  unreason- 
able conduct  of  the  Spanish  admiral,  which  I  ventured  to  assure  him  would 
produce  a  very  painful  impression  in  the  United  States.  I  also  expressed  to 
him  the  hope  that  his  country  would  be  able  to  maintain  her  nationsu  integrity 
and  honor. 

Mr.  Rosales  seemed  very  much  gratified  by  my  visit  and  by  the  language  I 
Lad  used.  He  proceeded  to  give  me  a  history  of  the  diffetences  which  had 
come  to  such  an  unexpected  issue,  of  which  ypu  are  doubtless  informed  long  be- 
fore this,  and  then  said  the  war  thus  commenced  iv^as  likely  to  be  a  long  and 
bloody  one ;  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  no  chance  of  an  arrangement.  The 
feelings  of  the  Chilians  towards  the  Spaniards  had  become  so  bitter  that  the 
nation  would  be  but  as  one  man  against  the  invaders,  in  evidence  of  which  he 
gave  several  striking  illustrations.  The  debt  of  Chili,  he  said,  was  only  about 
$18,000,000 ;  the  admiral  would  not  be  allowed  to  land  a  man  upon  the  coast, 
to  take  a  drop  of  water  or  an  ounce  of  coal  from  their  territory,  though  he  were 
to  bum  every  house  within  reach  of  his  guns,  and  that  before  long  Chili  would 
liave  vessels  as  formidable  as  those  of  her  enemies.  Mr.  Rosales  also  informed 
me  that  special  agents  had  already  been  sent  to  California  and  Washington,  as 
I  inferred,  though  he  did  not  distinctly  say  so,  to  get  steamers  to  arm. 

The  impression  left  here  upon  the  minds  of  all,  as  you  will  see  by  the  press, 
is  most  unfavorable  to  the  Spaniards,  who  seem  recently  to  have  relapsed  into 
the  old  predatory  habits  contracted  two  or  three  centuries  ago  by  her  navigators 
on  the  coast  of  America.  The  conduct  of  Spain  since  the  commencement  of 
oar  war  is  calcalated  to  inspire  a  distrust  of  all  the  European  states  faayine  or 
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coveting  poeseflslons  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  it  certainly  seems  as  if  tbe  time 
had  come  when  the  power  of  the  United  States  should  be  exerted  to  discourage 
enterprises  like  that  which  has  placed  the  Mexicans  at  the  mercy  of  an  Aus- 
trian prince,  desolated  St.  Domingo,  extorted  $3,000,000  from  Peru,  and  now 
threatens  Chili  with  a  similar  outrage.  More  now  than  ever,  the  United  States 
seem  to  be  regarded,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  as  the  natural  and  only  com- 
petent protectors  of  the  feebler  states  of  the  New  World  from  the  cupidity  of 
the  Old.  Whatever  we  may  be  prompted  to  do,  subject  always  to  our  tradi* 
tional  policy  of  non-intervention,  towards  discharging  the  duties  which  our  in- 
stitutions, strength,  and  position  seem  to  assign  us  in  the  western  hemisphere, 
will  be  likely,  in  my  opinion,  to  receive  the  most  eeneral  approval,  if  done  upon 
our  own  exclusive  responsibility,  or  at  least  without  complicity  with  any  Eu- 
ropean power. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  326.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Waihington,  December  9,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  interesting  despatch  of  the  20tb  ultimo,  No.  19S» 
informing  me  of  your  proceeding  upon  learning  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Pareja 
and  his  fleet  at  Valparaiso,  and  the  correspondence  which  had  passed  between 
him  and  the  Chilian  government.  In  reply  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  sugges- 
tions therein  contained,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  exercise  of  your  influence  in 
the  interest  qf  peace  is  approved.  For  more  explicit  instructions  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  for  your  information  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  United  States  in  thift 
c^uestion,  I  have  to  invite  your  attention  to  my  despatch*  No.  324,  of  the  Sth 
instant,  and  its  accompaniments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

No.  213.]  Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Paris,  December  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communication  received  from  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs  in  reference  to  some  documents  which  I  had  given  him 
relative  to  the  operations  of  the  Havre  agency  of  the  American  Emigrant  Com- 
pany. I  sent  these  observations  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Zumsteiu, 
agent  at  Havre  of  the  company  in  question,  and  have  received  from  htm  a  replj 
stating  that  the  company  is  impelled  to  discontinue  its  operations,  "  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disband ment  of  nearly  700,000  able  men,  all  desirous  of  finding 
some  employment  or  returning  to  their  former  occupations." 

I  have,  therefore,  regarded  it  as  unnecessary  to  take  the  subject  into  furtber 
consideration  without  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C.  r^  i 

'See  instruction  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  im^'  ^v ^OOglC 
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M,  Dnmfn  de  LAiff  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  November  11,  1665. 

fim :  When  yon  kanded  me  last  September  a  draoght  of  a  drenlar,  and  a  form  of  emigrant's 
engagement,  emanating  from  the  American  Emigrant  Company  of  Havre,  you  were  kind 
enough  to  express  to  me  the  desire  to  know  if  the  French  administration  wonld  have  any 
changes  to  propose  therein.  I  hastened  in  consequence  to  submit  these  documents  to  tlie 
examination  of  the  mhiisters  of  the  interior  and  of  commerce,  within  whose  province  the 
questions  of  emigration  more  snecially  fall,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  an 
abstract  of  the  suggestions  maae  by  those  two  departments. 

My  colleagues  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  tne  circular  of  the  agency  of  the  American 
Emigrant  Company,  and  the  form  of  emigrant's  engagement,  apply  exclusively  to  the  recip- 
roof^lengagements  which  are  to  regulate  the  final  relations  between  the  agency  and  the  la- 
borers tSier  their  arrival  in  America ;  but  these  two  documents  make  no  mention  of  the  price 
and  the  conditions  of  the  transportation  of  the  emigrants,  a  question  which  interests  more 
especially  the  emigration  service  in  the  ports  of  the  empire. 

Besides,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  ot  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  conseijuence  of  op- 
erations of  the  same,  nature,  it  would  seem  desirable  that  the  engagement  relative  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  emigrants,  and  the  regulation  of  their  personal  debts  to  the  company,  should 
be  invested  with  a  purely  private  character,  and  should  be  independent  of  the  simple  contract 
of  transportation.  The  French  administration  would  then  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  assure 
the  execution  of  the  contract  of  transportation  in  favor  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  company 
for  its  part,  would  reeerve  by  its  other  engagement  the  means  of  enforcing  the  payment  of 
the  deots  contracted  by  the  emigrants.  StiTl,  it  would  be  well  to  determine  at  once  the  pro- 
portion to  be  deducted  from  the  wages  of  the  emigrants.  The  figure  should  be  fixed,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  my  department,  so  that  the  wages  left  to  the  laborer  should  still  be  in 
proportion  to  the  wants  of  material  life,  in  the  countries  where  they  are  transported. 

Consequently,  the  agency  of  the  American  Emigrant  Company  should  be  requested  to 
produce— 

Jst.  The  form  of  engagement,  completed  in  the  sense  indicated  above. 

2d.  Another  form  ot  contract,  corresponding  to  that  of  the  agencies  already  autboriied, 
indicating  the  price  and  the  conditions  of  transportation. 

Only  tnis  last  document  should  be  invested  with  the  vism  of  the  commissioner  of  emigra* 
tion.  The  first,  the  use  of  which  would  be  simply  tolerated  by  the  administration,  would 
enable  the  commissioner  to  reply  to  all  demands  for  information  which  might  be  addressed 
him  bv  emigrants,  and  to  assure  himself,  if  necessary,  that  the  engagements  proposed  to 
them  should  not  vary  from  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  form  definitely  adopted  by  the  com- 
pany. 

Several  copies  of  the  two  forms  should  be  sent  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  him,  with  the  necessary  instructions,  to  the  commissioners  of  emigration. 

Messrs.  de  Lavalette  and  Behie  add  further,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  preceding  obser- 
vations, the  two  documents  which  you  have  done  me  the  bomx  to  communicate  to  me,  do  not 
seem  to  them  open  to  any  objection. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  Bigelow, 

MiniMterofthe  United  Statu  at  Parit. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  336.J  Departmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  December  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  ron  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  Allen  McLane» 
esq.,  president  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  and  this  department, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  application  has  been  made  for  negotiations  with 
the  French  government  for  the  mntoal  protection  of  the  mail  steamers  of  France 
and  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  war,  snch  as  have  been  provided  in  the 
postal  convention  of  December  15,  1848,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  You  will  be  ]D4eased  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  consideration  of 
Mr<  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

I  am,  sir,  voor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAm 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^^  ifc.  Digitized  b  glC 
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Mr,  McLame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Office  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Compant, 

New  York,  November  29, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  bejr  leaTB,  respectfully,  to  refer  to  your  letter  of  October  6,  1864,  in  which,  refer 
riog^  to  the  20th  article  of  the  postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
of  December  15,  1848,  relative  to  protection  to  mail  steamers  of  both  nations  in  case  of  war, 
Tou  state  that  no  provision  of  a  similar  character  has  been  adopted  with  France,  and  in  your 
letter  of  October  13,  1864,  you  stated  that  **the  subject  will  receive  the  consideration  nrom 
this  department  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled." 

For  the  information  of  this  companv,  permit  me  now  to  inquire  whether  such  protection 
has  been  agreed  to  between  the  United  States  and  France? 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

ALLAN  McLANE,  President. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofStatey  Washington, 


Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  232.]  Lboation  of  thb  Umtbo  States, 

Paris,  December  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  note  which  I  enclose  from  the  banking-house  of  Bamberger  &  Co., 
received  subsequently  to  a  conversation  held  with  me  vesterday  upon  the  topic 
to  which  it  refers,  illustrates  the  inconveniences  which  our  national  secnrities 
experience  in  European  markets  for  the  want  of  a  specific  undertaking  bj  the 
government  to  paj  them,  when  they  fall  due,  in  gold. 

If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  have  anything  to  say  in  reply  to 
Messrs,  Bamberger  that  would  tend  to  diminish  this  difficulty  in  the  eyes  of  its 
clients,  th^^  effect  would  be  shared  by  a  large  circle  of  influential  capitaliate,  and 
by  a  still  larger,  if  circumstances  permitted  me  to  give  to  it  the  puolicity  of  the 
press. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate^  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr,  Bambergsr  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

Bakk  of  Credit  and  of  Deposits  of  the  Low  Countries, 

Rut  Dronot,  No.  8,  Paris,  December  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with  you  yesterday,  I 
have  to  thank  you  for  the  reception  which  you  accorded,  and  for  the  docaments  which  yoa 
kindly  transmitted  me. 

Whilst  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  concerning;  the  payment,  in  specie,  of  the  coupons  of 
half*yearlv  dividends  upon  the  obligations  of  the  said  debt  of  5-20,  nothing  in  the  text,  either 
of  the  obligations  or  in  the  different  acts  which  I  have  read,  proves  that  the  redemption  of 
the  same  debt,  either  at  the  expiration  of  the  twen^  years  or  m  anticipation,  may  not  be  ef- 
fected in  paper  money,  provined  this  paper  be  at  that  time  a  legal  tender  in  the  Unit^ 
States 

It  was  only  because  yon  kindly  empowered  me,  that  I  took  the  liberty  to  request  a  further 
explanation  upon  this  point,  if  it  be  possible.  From  what  I  have  the  honor  of  laying  before 
you,  such  an  assurance,  if  it  could  be  given,  would  certainly  be  an  additional  inducement 
for  investing  in  American  securities. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

The  Director,  .J[.  B..BAMBERQ£fi. 

M.  BiGELOW, 

Envoff  Extraordinarff  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

Iff  the  United  States  qf  America  at  Paris%         r-^  t 
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Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TExtract.] 

No*  234.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  Jammry  4,  1866^*. 

Sir  :  The  reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps  by  the  Emperor,  on  the  fii-st  of 
January,  passed  without  any  incident  deserving  special  comment*  The  Papal 
Nuncio,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  colleagues,  tendered  to  their  Majesties  and  the 
Prince  Imperial  the  usual  salutations  of  the  season,  to  which  the  Emperor  re- 
plied as  follows : 

*'  Every  year  at  the  same  period  we  take  a  glance  at  the  past,  and  then  turn 
our  thoughts  towards  the  future ;  happy  if  we  are  able,  as  at  present,  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  in  having  escaped  dangers,  put  an  end  to  apprehensions,  and 
drawn  closer  the  ties  which  unite  populations  and  kings !  Happy  above  all  if 
the  experience  of  events  accomplished  permits  us  to  augur  for  the  world  long 
days  of  peace  and  prosperity  I  I  thank  the  diplomatic  body  ioac  the  congvatula- 
tions  which  they  have  the  kindness  to  address  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the 
New  Year." 

The  political  significance  of  this  discourse  was  traced  in  such  a  shadowy  out- 
line that  it  entirely  escaped  the  observation  of  the  public  till  pointed  out,  rather 
tardily,  this  morning  in  the  Constitutionnel  by  the  faithful  Paulin  Limayrac. 

•  His  Majesty  then  addressed  every  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps  a  few 
words,  but  nothing  which  has  been  thought  to  possess  special  significance,  un- 
less his  inquiry  of  the  Turkish  ambassador  if  the  Sultan  observed  New  Year's 
day  as  he  did,  marked  an  absence  of  mind  which  entitled  it  to  be  considered  an  ex- 
ception. He  said  to  me  that  he  hoped  that  the  relations  of  France  and  the  United 
States  for  the  coming  year  Would  continue  as  &vorable  as  they  had  been  for  the 
year  just  closed.  I  replied  that  no  disposition  was  wanting  on  the  part  of  my 
government  to  make  them  so.  I  then  presented  Colonel  Hay  and  Mr.  Pomeroy, 
the  secretaries  of  this  legation.  The  Emperor  asked  Colonel  Hay  if  he  had 
been  previously  engaged  in  the  diplomatic  service.  The  colonel  replied  that  he 
had  not ;  that  he  was  secretary  to  the  late  President  Lincoln  when  named  for 
this  post.  The  Emperor  asked  if  the  colonel  was  present  at  the  President's 
death,  and  on  learning  that  he  wao,  charaotariBed  the  crime  of  the  President's 

assassination  in  suitable  terms. 

^  an  an  m  Ha  m  m 

It  is  suggested  also  in  official  quarters  that  the  representatives  of  the  different 
governments  for  the  universal  exposition  of  1867  wm  unite  in  requesting  him  to 
resume  thQ  presidency  of  the  imperial  commission ;  and  if  so,  that  he  will  do  so. 
I  hope  and  incline  to  believe  that  this  report,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  is 
true. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  cf  State,  Washington,  D.  C* 


Mr.  BigeJow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  238.]  Legation  or  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  January  10,  1866^ 

Sib  :  I  deemed  the  proclamation  of  the  18th  of  December,  announcing  the  ter« 

mination  of  slavery  hi  the  United  States,  marked  an  event  of  such  importance/ 

in  the  social  and  political  history  of  the  world,  as  to  justify  me  in  /brinjdngTH 

formally  to  the  notice  of  the  Emperor's  government*  '^^^  by  V^ODgie 
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I  accordingly  addressed  to  Mr.  Dronjii  de  Lhuys  the  note,  a  copy  of  which 
and  of  his  reply  are  enclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Bigdow  to  Mr,  De  Lhmy$. 

Legation  of  the  UnitIbd  States, 

PmrU,  Janumrjf  5,  1866. 

^IR :  I  b«Te  great  pleasure  in  trciDsinifctiiur  to  your  exoelleacy  a  proclamation  issued  by 
order  of  President  Johnson,  on  the  18tti  of  December  last,  whicli  announces  the  final  extinc- 
tion of  slavery  throughout  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

The  past  history  of  I'Vance,  as  well  as  my  personal  observation  during  a  residence  of  some 
years  among  the  French  people,  antborices  me  to  presume  tbat  neither  my  nor  their  govem- 
tnent  can  be  indifferent  to  an  *event  which  works  sudi  an  important  improvement  in  the 
social  and  political  condition  of  several  millions  of  our  fellow^creatures. 

I  profit  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assuranoe  of  the  very  high  con- 
aideration,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellence's  very  obedient  tmd  very 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellent  Mon'eor  Drooyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  qf  Foreign  Affair$,  Portt • 


Mr.  de  Lhups  to  Mr*  Bigelom, 
r  Translation.] 

Paris,  Jantutrff  3,  1866. 

Sm :  Yoa  have  had  the  kindness  to  communicate  te  me  the  proclamatien  bv  which  Presi* 
^nt  Johnson  has  definitely  given  his  official  sanctwrn  to  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  OYVt  the  whole  extent  of  the  federal 
territory. 

You  have  justly  thought,  sir,  that  neither  the  ^vemment  of  the  Emperor  nor  public 
opinion  could  view  with  indlllerenoe  a  measure  desliued  to  ameliorate  the  moral  and  material 
condition  of  several  millions  of  human  beings.  We  ourselves,  several  years  ago,  took  tha 
initiative  in  the  suppression  of  alaveiy  in  our  colonies.  We,  therefore,  oannot  oat  applaud 
the  generous  sentiment  which  faas  sug^sted  to  your  government  «  measure  so  in  bannony 
with  the  general  progress  of  hnmanity. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  considertdon  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedieut  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  BlOELOW,  Minister  qf  the  Unked  States  at  Part*. 


Mr^  Bigehw  to  Mr,  SewarJL 

No.  241.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  January  12,  1866. 
SfR:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  translation  of  a  correspondence  which 
faas  recently  passed  between  the  honorary  presidents  of  the  Oomite  Francaise  de 
i' Abolition  d'Esclavage  and  myself,  in  reference  to  your  recent  proclamatioii 
announcing  the  termination  of  slavecy  in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Bon.  William  H.  Sbward, 


Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C  ^ 

"^    *^  •  Digitized  by 
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Mr,  Bigdaw  to  Mr,  Ouizat, 

Paris,  January  4,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  proclamation  issned  bj  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  18th  of  December  last,  which  raises  to  the  rank  and  privileges  of  free- 
men all  persons  at  that  date  held  in  bondage  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  So 
great  and  sndden  a  change  in  the  social  condition  of  so  large  a  number  of  human  beings 
was  never  experienced  before,  I  believe,  as  the  immediate  result  of  human  legislation. 

I  hasten  to  bring  this  important  event  to  the  notice  of  your  society,  and  to  congratulate 
its  members  that  the  first  year  of  its  existence  should  have  been  signalized  by  an  event  so 
full  of  encouragement  to  the  champions  of  universal  emancipation. 

I  pray  you  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  GuizoT. 


Mr.  GtUzot  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 
[Translation.] 

Val  Richer,  January  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  the  4th  instant,  comma- 
nioating  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  published  the  18th  of  December  last  by  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  virtoe  of  which  the  rank  and  rights  of  freemen  are  con- 
ferred upon  all  who,  at  that  time,  were  slaves  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  feeling  of  profound  joy  with  which  this  communication  inspires  me,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  congratulate  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  its  government  upon  having  been 
tbe  chosen  instrument  of  Goa  to  make  the  holy  cause  of  the  higher  law  of  humanity  to 
triumph.  Whatever  may  be  the  difficulties  and  the  trials  which  this  measure  may  vet 
impose  upon  your  country,  the  accomplishment  of  such  a«work  is  the  greatest  glory  which  a 
generation  of'^men  in  their  passage  over  the  earth  can  achieve,  and  the  greatest  blessing  it 
can  leave  to  the  generation  to  come.  We  are  permitted  to  hope  that  the  example  given  by 
Christian  nations  will  become  the  public  law  of  the  world. 

You  are  right  in  supposing  that  the  society  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong  will  surely 
congratulate  itself  that  the  first  year  of  its  existence  has  been  signalized  by  an  event  at 
once  so  grand  and  so  salutary. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  entire  consideration  and  of  my  most  distinguished  sen- 
timents. 

GUIZOT. 

Mr  BiORLOW,  8fc.,  Sfc,  8fe,,  Paris. 


Mr,  Broglie  to  Mr.  Bigdow, 
[Translation.] 

Paris,  January  12,  1866. 

Mr.  MiNiSTRE :  I  have  received  the  letter  by  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  me  the  act  of  the  Congress- of  the  United  States  proclaiming  the  suppression  ol' 
slavery  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  confederation. 

I  beg  that  you  will  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  this  favor.  It  is  with  profound  satisfac- 
tion that  I  have  learned  the  final  success  of  a  cause  which  interests  in  so  high  a  degree  all 
the  friends  of  humanity,  and  to  which  I  have  been  happy  to  dedicate  the  gr^iter  part  of  the 
labors  of  my  public  life. 

Be  kind  enough,  Mr.  Ministre,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

V.  BROGUE. 

Mr.  BlOELOW,  Minister  ofths  United  StaUs,  S^c,  Paris. 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  244.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

ParU,  January  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  Recalling  the  communication  received  at  this  legation  from  the  British 
embassy  at  Paris,  dated  December  19th,  1865,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  trana- 
18  D  c  ^ 


274  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

mitting  the  Japanese  indemnity,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  my  despatch 
No.  226, 1  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  note  verbale,  received  from 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  advising  me  of  what  appears  to  he  a  very  satisfactory 
settlement  of  all  the  questions  growing  out  of  the  convention  signed  at  Yoko- 
hama on  the  22d  of  October,  1 864.  By  this  note  I  am  advised  Uiat  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trea^ty  powers  have  concluded  a  final  arrangement  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  indemnity,  a  modification  of  the  tariffs,  and  new  guarantees 
for  the  openinff  of  the  Hiogo.  The  part  of  the  telegram  communicating  this 
intelligence  which  fixed  the  time  when  the  Hiogo  was  to  be  opened,  ui2brta- 
nately  was  not  legible. 

By  the  same  note  I  was  advised  of  the  proposal  of  the  British  cabinet  to 
divide  the  indemnity  fund  equally  between  all  the  powers.  The  liberality  of 
this  proposal  places  the  United  States  under  greater  obligations  than  any  of  the 
other  treaty  powers,  inasmuch  as  our  equitable  proportion  of  it  was,  I  believe, 
the  smallest.  I  did  not  hesitate  to  embrace  this  proposal,  subject  only  to  the 
conditions  by  which  my  power  was  limited.  Subject  to  the  same  conditions,  I 
accepted  the  proposal  of  Grreat  Britain  to  deposit  the  first  instalment  of  $500,000 
in  the  English  military  chest  at  Yokohama,  and  its  equivalent,  in  sterling,  at 
the  board  of  treasury,  in  London,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  four  powers.  The 
note  verbale  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  mine  in  reply,  are  herewith  annexed. 
France  accepts  these  propositions,  and  Holland  undoubtedly  soon  will  do  so,  if 
she  has  not  already.  I^othing  will  then  be  wanting  for  the  distribution  of  the 
fimd  but  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Congress.  I  hope,  with  the  ratifica- 
tion, to  receive  your  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  money«that  shall  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


[Translation.] 
Verbal  Note. 

The  affair  of  the  Japanese  indemnity  had  heretofore  given  rise  to  two  questions :  Ist.  In 
effectio^  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  the  indemnity,  the  Japanese  government 
had  asked  for  a  delay  of  one  year  for  the  payment  of  the  second  Instalment.  Was  this 
request  to  be  discarded  or  to  be  granted ;  or  was  there  occasion  to  remit  part  of  the  indemnity  ; 
and  in  the  two  latter  alternatives  what  compensation  should  we  ask  for  in  return  ?  2d.  How 
should  the  indemnity  be  divided,  and  how  should  the  sums  paid  over  by  the  Japanese  gov> 
emment  be  received  7 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  leave  the  first  question  to  be  decided  by  the  representatives  of 
the  four  powers  interested  in  Japan,  acting  together.  The  last  news  received  from  that 
country  show^s  that  that  point  must  by  .this  time  be  settled.  Indeed,  the  ministers  of  France 
and  England  have  sent  to  Paris  and  London  copies  of  a  memorandum  drawn  up  and  signed 
by  them  and  their  collengues  from  the  United  States  and  the  Netherlands,  in  which  declar- 
ing that  there  would  be  advantage  in  remitting  the  two-thirds  of  the  indemnity  to  the  Jap- 
anese government,  if  in  return  it  were  dispos^  to  g^ve  us  the  three  following  compensa- 
tions :  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Hioeo  and  of  the  town  of  Osacca  to  the  commerce  of  the 
four  powers  as  early  as  the  Ist  of  January,  1866,  the  ratification  of  the  treaties  by  the 
Mikado,  and  a  revision  of  the  custom-house  tariff.  They  have  decided  to  go  to  Chsacca,  whue 
the  government  of  the  Tycoon  had  just  arrived,  to  conclude  at  once,  amicablv,  with  it,  the 
negotiations  relating  to  this  affair.  Now  a  recent  telegraphic  despatch  addressed  by  Sir 
Harry  Parkes  to  the  British  government,  under  date  of  Shanghai,  December  6,  states  that 
the  Mikado  had  approved  the  treaties,  a  modification  of  the  tariflfo  had  been  obtained,  the 
openingof  the  port  of  Hiogo  was  again  guaranteed,  and  the  indemnity  was  to  be  punctually 
paid.  The  alhed  naval  forces  which  had  brought  the  European  agents  to  Osacca  were, 
therefore,  sent  back  to  Yokohama.  We  have  now,  consequently,  only  to  come  to  an  agree 
ment  with  regard  to  the  second  question. 

Thejgovemment  of  the  Emperor  had  thought  at  first  that  the  division  of  the  Japanese 
indemnity  might  be  effected  in  accordance  with  the  following  plan :  the  two-thirds  of  it. 
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say  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  divided  amoDg  tbe  four  powers  concerned,  proportionably 
to  the  number  of  men  employed  by  each,  in  the  Simonosaki  expedition ;  France,  the  United 
States,  and  the  Netherlands  to  levy  each  $140,000  upon  the  last  third  as  a  compensation  for 
special  losses ;  and  the  remaining  $580,000  to  be  divided  into  four  equal  shares  among  the 
four  powers.  The  British  cabinet  appearing  to  be  more  in  favor  of  an  eaaal  division  of  the 
whole  of  the  indemnity  among  the  lour  powers,  the  ^vemment  of  the  Emperor  makes  no 
difficulty  in  adopting  this  plan,  and  is  ready,  should  this  systenp  of  division  oe  adopted  also 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  apply  it  to  the  $500,000  already  paid  in  by  the 
Japanese  government  as  the  first  instalment  ot  the  indemnity.  As  for  the  manner  in  which 
each  government  is  to  receive  this  money,  the  British  cabinet  proposes  that  the  $500,000 
already  deposited  in  two  of  the  banks  of  Yokohama  should  be  handed  over  to  its  commis- 
sariat chest  at  Yokohama,  in  which  case  an  equal  sum  in  pounds  sterling  would  be  held  by 
the  Treasury  Department  at  London,  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  powers  entitled  to  share  in 
it.  If,  as  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  this  combination  is  not  of  a  nature  to  create  objections, 
even  at  Yokohama,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  is  prepared  to  accept  it  also,  and  only 
desires  to  know  whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  acquiesce  in  it  also,  in 
which  case  the  plan  proposed  could  be  at  once  carried  out. 

Ferhal  Note, 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  has  been  advised  of  a  despatch  recentlv 
addressed  by  Sir  Harry  Parkes  to  the  British  government,  dated  Shanghai,  December  8, 
1865,  which  states  that  the  Mikado  had  approved  of  the  treaties  entered  into  between  the 
government  of  Japan  and  the  governments  of  England,  France,  Holland,  and  the  United 
States ;  that  the  tariffs  had  been  modified ;  that  the  opening  of  the  Hiogo  had  been  guaran- 
teed anew,  and  the  stipulated  indemnity  was  to  be  punctually  paid. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  is  also  advised  that  the  English  cabinet  had  proposed 
that  the  covenanted  indemnity,  as  well  what  had  already  been  paid  as  what  should  hereafter 
be  paid,  should  be  equally  divided  between  the  four  treaty  powers. 

Assuming  that  the  telegraphic  advices  irom  Sir  Harry  Parkes  shall  be  sustained  by  official 
despatches,  and  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  will  ratify  the  convention  at  Yokohama 
of  '22d  October,  1864,  the  minister  of  Uie  United  States  does  not  hesitate  to  embrace  the 
liberal  proposal  of  the  British  cabinet,  if  found  acceptable  to  the  other  treaty  powers. 

The  British  cabinet  also  proposes  to  deposit  the  first  instalment  of  $.500,000  in  its  mili- 
tary chest  at  Yokohama,  and  an  equivalent  in  sterling  to  the  credit  of  the  treaty  powers  at 
the  treasury  in  London.  This  proposal  also  the  minister  of  the  United  States  is  ready  to 
embrace,  subject  always  to  the  conditions  attached  to  his  acceptance  of  the  preceding  prop- 
osition. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  375.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  Marquis  de  Montholon  called  here  yesterday,  and  the  first  topic 
of  conversation  between  ns  naturally  was  the  hostile  expedition  across  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  capture  of  Bagdad,  as  reported  in  the  newspapers.  To  an  in- 
quiry as  to  whether  the  department  had  any  official  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  replied  in  the  negative.  I  added  that  such  information  was  probably  in 
possession  of  the  War  Department  only,  and  1  would  at  once  apply  to  that  de- 
partment for  it,  with  a  view  of  comtnunicating  the  same  to  you  in  order  that  you 
might  make  the  explanations  which  will  probably  be  expected  by  the  French 
government.  Accordingly,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accom- 
panied, is  herewith  transmitted.  From  these  it  is  apparent  that  the  expedition 
referred  to  was  not  authorized  and  is  not  approved  by  any  officer  of  this  gov- 
ernment, military  or  civil,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  to  put  a  stop  to  any 
recruiting  in  Texas  for  similar  expeditions. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Stanton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

War  Department,  . 
Washington  CUy,  January  19, 1666. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  reqnest  contained  in  yonr  letter  of  this  date  for  official 
information  respecting*  the  reported  hostile  crossing  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  Texas  and  the 
seizure  of  the  town  of  Bagdad,  I  send  herewith  copies  of  telegraphic  correspondence  on  the 
subject  received  by  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 


Headquarters  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

Charlesont  S.  C,  December  I,  1865. 
Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Neto  Orleans : 

In  view  of  probable  action  by  Congress  on  Mexican  affairs,  do  all  you  can  to  preserve 
strict  neutrality  pending  such  action. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General, 


[Received  in  cipher,  3  p.  m. ,  17th.  ] 

Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department, 

New  Orleans,  La,,  January  16,  1866 — 3  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Washington : 

In  the  New  Orleans  newspapers  of  this  date  it  is  reported  that  some  of  the  colored  troops 
crossed  over  the  Rio  Grande  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  Bagdad.  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of 
it.  Weitzel  has  the  most  peremptory  orders  to  preserve  neutrality,  and  I  look  on  this  cross- 
ing of  the  Rio  Grande  as  a  sensation  story.  I  have  no  official  information  from  that  quarter. 
I  have  sent  orders  to  Weitzel  to  break  up  all  fillibustering  recruiting  parties,  if  necessary, 
to  preserve  neutrality. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN,  Major  General. 


'  [In  cipher.— Time  received,  9.50  p.  m.] 

Office  United  States  Milftary  Telegraph,  War  Department, 

New  Orleans,  La,,  January  17,  1866 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Commanding  armies  United  States  : 

I  have  directed  General  Wright  to  go  at  once  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  examine  into  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  there  and  break  up  the  filibustering  parties  there,  who  are  giving  us  much 
annoyance.  ^  I  will  probably  go  there  myself  in  a  day  or  two.  Meantime  but  little  credence 
should  be  given  to  published  exaggerations  in  the  newspapers. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN,  Major  General,  *c. 


[In  cipher.— -Time  received,  10.40  p.  m.,  January  18.] 

[Extract.] 

Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department, 

New  Orleans,  La,,  January  17,  1:366 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Commanding  armies  United  States : 

The  following  official  information  has  just  reached  me  from  the  Rio  Grande :  Bagdad  was 
captured  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  January,  between  the  hours  of  2  and  4  a.  m.  The 
attacking  force  was  about  sixty  men.  They  captured  the  Franco-Mexico  garrison,  about 
three  hundred  strong,  one-half  of  which  joined  the  liberalists  and  garrisoned  the  place. 

The  attacking  party  had  all  disappeared  before  daylight. 

Neither  Escobedo  nor  any  one  else  had  any  knowledge  of  this  transaction*  but  both  Esco- 
bedo  and  Crawford  posted  to  the  place  at  once,  and  a  quarrel  ensued  between  them,  and  at 
the  rec^uest  of  the  commander  of  the  post  a  garrison  was  sent  by  General  Weitzel  to  protect 
the  pnvate  property  of  the  place,  with  instructions  to  withdiraw  should  any  imperialitt 
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approach  the  place.  I  do  not  sustain  this  action,  but  I  presume  there  can  be  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  imperialista,  as  I  protect  them.  An  inrestieation  is  now  going  on  to 
ascertain  if  any  of  our  troops  were  engaged  in  this  transaction.  It  appears  that  they  were 
all  present  at  tattoo  and  reveille.  If  General  Weitzel  has  not  already  arrested  Crawford  on 
the  order  already  given,  I  will  arrest  him. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN,  Major  General,  Commanding, 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  261.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  February  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  Recalling  mj  despatch  No.  241,  enclosing  a  communication  made  by 
me  to  M.  Guizot  and  the  Duke  de  Bro^lie,  with  the  President's  proclamation 
announcing  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  I  have  tne  honor  to 
enclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  reply  to  a  similar  communication,  made  to 
me  by  M.  Laboulaye,  the  active  president  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emanci- 
pation, of  which  the  other  gentlemen  were  honorary  presidents. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


[Translation.] 

Parts,  January  20,  1866. 

Mr.  Ambassador  :  The  memhers  of  the  French  Emancipation  Society  have  received, 
with  emotion  and  sympathy,  the  proclamation  announcing  the  abolition  of  slavery,  which 
you  instructed  me  to  communicate  to  them. 

In  a  numerous  meeting  assembled  to  consider  the  future  fate  of  the  freedmen  of  your 
country  I  read  your  letter.  It  transformed  our  gathering,  in  a  measure,  into  a  thanksgiving 
festival. 

This  century  has  witnessed  the  abolition  of  serfdom  in  Russia,  and  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States.    That  is  glory  enouf^h  for  it. 

We  entertain  the  hope  that  the  illustrious  successor  of  Lincoln  and  the  statesmen  and 
Christians  of  America  will  know  how  to  make  citizens  of  those  of  whom  they  have  made  free- 
men.   The  civilized  world  expects  from  them  the  success  of  this  ^nd  experiment. 

We  shall  watch  the  steps  ot  its  progress  with  the  most  untiring  interest ;  and  we  beg  you 
to  thank  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  of  our  committee,  for  the  measures^ 
which  he  has  heretofore  taken,  and  for  the  noble  instrament  to  which  his  name  shall  remain 
attached,  as  we  thank  you  also,  Mr.  Ambassador,  for  having  communicated  it  to  us. 

Please  accept  the  expression  of  our  high  consideration. 
The  president  of  the  committee : 

EDWARD  LABOULAYE. 

The  secretary: 

A.  Cochin,  Memhtr  of  the  French  Institute. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  265.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  Fd>ruary  9, 1866. 
Sir  :  A  meeting  was  held  in  this  city  on  the  last  Wednesday  evening  in  Jan- 
nary  for  the  relief  of  the  freedmen  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Lahoulaye,  the 
president  of  the  French  Emancipation  Society,  presided,  and  spoke.  Speeches 
were  also  made  by  the  Prince  de  Broglie,  and  Messrs.  Frank  and  Cochin,  of  the 
Institute ;  by  Mr.  Grandpierre  and  Dhombres,  Protestant  clergymen,  and  by 
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Mr.  Chamerovzow,  an  agent  of  the  Britisb  Abolition  Society.  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Bevue  des  Cours  Letteraries,  containing  a  fall  account 
of  their  speeches. 

Though,  for  obvious  reasons,  I  had  no  agency  in  promoting  this  appeal  to 
the  charities  of  France,  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
response,  so  honorable  to  both  countries,  which  it  awakened. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

«    Secretary  qf  StcUCf  WasAtngtofh  D,  C. 


[Synopsis. — ^Translation.  ] 

The  second  meeting  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  and  Cuba  took  place 
in  Paris  in  January,  ld66. 

Mr.  Laboulate,  the  president.  The  first  meeting  in  favor  of  the  enfranchised  slaves  of 
North  America  was  held  nere  on  the  3d  of  November.  We  invited,  without  distinction  of 
relieion  or  politics,  all  friends  of  America  and  of  liberty.  The  hall  filled  at  once ;  more  were 
excluded  than  could  be  admitted.  A  second  meeting  was  called  for.  We  seized  eagerly  the 
opportunity  to  be  useful  to  the  blacks  without  offence  to  the  whites.  We  have  an  armv  of 
speakers,  who  will  talk  to  you  as  Iod^  as  you  will  listen.  As  for  the  ladies*  committee,  which 
collects  subscriptions,  I  hftve  not  spoken  to  them ;  but  I  think  myself  safe  in  saying  that  you 
will  earlier  weary  of  giving  than  they  of  receiving.  It  is  for  you  to  sustain  the  honor  of 
France. 

I  am  rejoiced  at  this  fresh  meeting — at  all  meetings  which  appeal  to  the  conscience  of  the 
public.  They  teach  men  moderation  and  mutual  respect,  as  results  can  only  be  safely 
secured  by  modifications  of  opinions,  the  results  of  which  are  the  triumphs  of  what  is  true 
and  real.    That  is  my  first  point. 

You  know  that  the  subscriptions  are  taken  up  by  the  women  of  France,  tired  of  hearing 
what  the  women  of  England  and  America  were  doing.  They  have  determined  to  mix  up  in 
public  affairs.  These  ladies,  not  yet  used  to  great  public  occasions,  leave  to  me  to  tell  you 
what  has  become  of  their  money. 

The  amount  of  subscription  since  May  1,  1865,  has  been  57,000  francs,  firom  which  three 
remittances  of  money  ana  clothing  have  been  made. 

These  remittances  of  clothing  were  admitted  dnty  free  in  the  United  States,  and  the  vesfels 
carried  them  freight  free.  They  were  sent  to  New  York,  to  the  society  established  by  General 
Sherman.  To  increase  these  contributions  gentlemen  may  sacrifice  some  selfish  luxury ; 
ladies  may  reduce  the  amplification  of  their  crinoline.  This  is  my  second  point.  I  pass  to 
the  third.  I  read  one  letter  from  a  masonic  lodge.  I  have  many  others.  All  desire  to 
co-operate  with  us.  Solidarity  is  tlie  phrase ;  and  the  influence  of  the  day  in  discoveries,  in 
physics,  in  morals,  all  the  world  vibrates  to  the  same  thought  and  feeling.  The  question  of 
American  freedom  is  not  an  American  question;  it  is  a  question  of  the  whole  human  race, 
and  interests  all  civilization.  Freedom  cannot  be  exalted  in  one  country  without  being' 
exalted  in  all  countries.  This  liberty,  extended  through  America,  is  therefore  of  great  in- 
terest to  us. 

Mr.  Franck.  We  are  assisting  at  the  grandest  spectacle  which  must  fix  the  attention 
and  rest  in  the  memory  of  our  generation.  Four  millions  of  slaves  enfranchised  by  a  single 
law,  in  a  single  day,  at  the  end  of  a  war  of  four  years,  sustained  with  indomitable  energy, 
and  for  the  perpetuity  and  indefinite  extension  of  slavery :  what  event  of  our  a^e  is  com* 
parable  to  this  ?  Four  millions  of  rejected  human  beings  at  once  restored  to  the  paternal 
home.  X^s;  these  poor  down-trodden  negroes  are  human  beings,  formed  in  the  image 
which  we  bear.    They  are  such  as  we ;  they  are  our  brothers. 

The  speaker  then  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  advancement  of 
the  negro  race  in  the  social  relations  by  education,  equal  rights,  and  guarantees,  &c. 

Mr.  Albert  de  Broglib.  Passing  by  the  generalities  which  have  been  enlarged  upon^ 
I  fain  would  point  to  some  difficulties  or  new  mcilities,  some  complications  or  some  result- 
ing aids,  for  bringing  about  the  social  condition  which  America  undertakes,  after  a  gigantie 
struggle,  to  present  Ju>  Europe,  to  the  world.  The  problem  of  transition  from  slaverv  to 
freedom,  to  civilization,  is  not  new,  nor  has  the  Old  World  anything  to  reproach  to  the  Nfew 
World,  perhaps.  Ages  ago  slavery  existed  here,  under  aspects  more  revoltmg.  The  problem 
referred  to  has  been  more  than  once  solved.  Transition  from  servitude  to  liMrty  is  not  new. 
The  only  new  thin^  is  the  collective  character  and  the  suddenness  of  the  act  of  emancipa- 
tion. In  ancient  time  slavery  never  perished  by  simultaneous  and  sudden  action.  Henry 
Martin,  with  all  his  patient  search  amid  the  dust  of  antiquity,  has  nowhere  discovered  ia 
history  a  supreme  decree  resembling  that  this  day  laid  before  tms  meeting.    Full  of  novelty 
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AS  it  19,  this  spectacle  of  collectiTe  emancipation  of  the  ne^oes  in  America  is  also  fall  of 
grandeur.  Even  in  the  suddenness  of  the  action  there  is  a  grandeur  to  which  no  generous 
spirit  can  he  insensible. 

There  is  a  touching  grandeur  in  looking  upon  a  whole  nation  rising  in  its  strength  in  one 
daj,  and  at  all  risks,  at  the  risk  of  great  bloodshed,  of  great  social  conyulsions,  to  break  up 
such  traditions,  such  prejudices,  sucn  interests,  in  order  to  yield  public  homage  of  respect 
and  repentance  to  a  moral  principle,  too  long  despised — to  an  imprescriptible  right  too  long 
trampled  under  foot.  There  is  in  this  a  greatness  to  which  no  human  heart  can  be  insensible. 
But  if  the  spectacle  is  grand,  the  danger  is  great  also,  great  for  the  masters,  great  for  the 
slaves,  great  for  societj  in  general.  The  speaker  then  recurs  to  ancient  slavery,  its  character- 
istics and  modifications  in  old  times  and  difierent  countries,  and,  in  fine,  concludes  that, 
independently  of  the  moral  causes  referred  to,  abolition  in  the  United  States  had  become  an 
imperious  necessity  growing  out  of  the  social  condition  of  the  country.  Do  you  desire  a 
striking  proof  of  this  necessity  1  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  from  the  moment  of  emancipation, 
more  than  a  year.  What  question  do  the  American  journals  discuss,  and  Congress  also,  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  freed  blacks?  Nothing  but  the  right  of  suffrage.  All  other  things  are 
left  to  time  and  circumstance,  as  with  the  white  race.  The  only  question  made  as  to  these 
new  men  is,  shall  they  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  which  is  not  merely  an  appanage  of 
liberty,  but  a  quota  part  of  sovereignty,  a  fraction  of  supreme  power,  which  may  elevate 
them  to  all  the  functions  which  follow  the  right  of  suffirage,  ana  possibly  throw  into  their 
hands  the  practicable  administration  of  the  government?  That  is  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. I  don't  express  an  opinion  whether  Congress  ought  not  to  stop  short  of  the  universal 
application  of  a  principle  in  the  interest  of  the  social  well-being  of  the  blacks  themselves.  I 
don't  decide,  but  I  know  that  all  principles,  even  the  most  absolute,  must  admit  of  excep- 
tions ;  and  the  simple  fact  that  tne  question  is  raised  characterizes  the  discussion  of  the 
great  problem,  which  brings  into  contrast  and  antagonism  the  two  poles  of  civilization  and 
barbarism,  universal  suffrage  and  slavery,  thus  placed  face  to  face,  in  proximity  never 
anticipated.  [Cheers.]  Thus  it  often  happens ;  the  analogies  of  the  physical  world  interpret 
the  phenomena  of  the  moral  world.  The  United  States  are  now  about  to  accomplish  a  moral 
prodigy  equal  to  the  physical  prodigies  they  have  accomplished ;  and  to  this  prodigy  you 
are  here  to  p^ive  ^rour  feeble  aid.  In  the  spirit  of  the  sentiments  which  dictated  her  institu- 
tions, Amenca  will  find  her  rule  of  action.  Two  sentiments  inspired  them,  and  alone  can 
sustain  them :  the  energetic  living  sentiment  of  human  brotherhood,  and  equally  energetic 
&ith  in  the  possibility  of  elevating  human  beings  by  religion,  morality,  and  freedom.  You 
are  now  called  to  aid  in  an  act  of  human  fraternization,  and  in  proving  the  possibility  of 
elevating  humanity,  however  steeped  in  degradation,  in  a  great  act  of  confidence  in  the 
vitalitial  power  of  Uberty.    [Applause.] 

Mr.  Grandpierre.  The  wretchedness  in  behalf  of  which  respected  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  asked  our  aid  must  be  very  great.  Those  who  know  somewhat  of 
Americans,  know  they  freely  give  the  cordial  hand-grip  of  good-will ;  but  to  reach  out  the 
■hand  to  beg  is  not  their  way.  It  is  their  noble  pride  to  sufiice  to  themselves,  instead  of 
reliance  on  others.  Individuals  take  the  initiative.  Individuals  found  colleges,  sustain  uni- 
versities, build  churches,  support  the  clergy.  So  they  practice  a  liberality  unknown  to  us 
on  this  side  the  water.  In  1^3,  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Boston,  thinking  Harvard  College  not 
well  enough  off,  made  a  ^ift  to  it  of  $500,000  in  aid  of  new  professorships.  At  the  same 
time  a  New  York  mechanic  gave  two  millions  of  dollars  for  an  establishment  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  poor  young  mechanics  of  good  character.  Such  things  are  continually  happening. 
You  will  say,  what  do  the  children  of  these  very  liberal  men  think  about  it  7  I  can  tell 
you  what  they  are  apt  to  say.  I  heard  it  in  that  country.  "My  father  made  his  money ; 
he  has  a  right  to  give  it  as  ne  pleases.  I  shall  follow  his  example."  And  in  fact  they  do 
so.  A  young  man  of  twenty-one  has  laid  a  foundation  for  business.  He  thinks  of  marry- 
ing. As  for  a  dowry,  he  don't  think  of  that  And  you  know  the  American  expression,  "  Go 
ahead."  And  he  goes  ahead.  These  habits  seem  to  us  rather  hard ;  but  there  is  good  in 
them,  and  we  might  turn  them  to  profit. 

There  is  one  fact  that  happened  in  the  United  States  some  years  ago  which  has  not  been 
enough  appreciated — that  is,  the  touching  proof  of  sympathy  given  by  the  northern  States  to 
JSngland  at  the  time  of  the  cotton  crisis.  It  was  in  tne  hottest  of  the  war.  The  United 
States  bent  under  a  debt  of  several  thousand  millions,  daily  on  the  increase.  Many  of  us 
thought  they  must  break  down.  Then  the  cotton  crisis  burst  out  in  England.  Well,  three 
or  four  millions  of  dollars  were  collected  in  the  United  States  for  the  English  operatives. 
That  surely  was  disinterested  generosity;  for  England  manifested  little  sympathy  for  the 
Union. 

But  to  return  to  my  subject  I  donH  think  Americans  have  asked  our  aid  on  this  solemn 
occasion  to  get  rid  of  their  duty,  but  because  this  enfranchisement  of  the  negroes,  at  the 
outset  an  American  question,  is  in  fact  universal,  is  the  cause  of  huoianity ;  and  also  because 
they  are  constrained  by  necessity  to  do  so.  Four  millions  of  people  cast  by  Providence  on 
their  hands,  to  be  fed,  clothed,  instructed,  are  fed,  clothed,  and  instructed,  brought  up  to 
labor,  and  in  knowledge  are  made  men  and  Christians — I  donH  know  any  history  of  a 
parallel  case.  Well,  is  there  a  nation,  even  the  French,  great  as  that  is,  so  liberal,  so  rich, 
so  heroic,  that  could  alone  go  through  with  such  an  undertaking  ?    Let  us  suppose  that 
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each  black  costs  only  each  day  for  food,  clothing,  lodging,  instruction,  twenty  cents.  You 
have  four  millions  oi  francs  per  day,  120  millions  a  month,  and  1,460, 000, 000  francs  a  year. 
And  do  you  suppose  that  at  the  end  of  one  year  all  this  want  will  disappear  by  enchantment, 
and  these  four  millions  of  blacks  will  have  learned  what  is  free  labor,  free  life,  and  Christian 
morality  ?  No.  That  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  the  beginning.  I  know  that  what  we 
can  do  here  will  be  only  a  drop  in  the  ocean ;  but  let  us  try  to  do  what  we  can. 

Mr.  Chamerovzow,  secretary  of  the  London  committee  of  emancipation,  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Laboulaye,  and  ^ave  an  outline  of  the  history  of  slavery  in  America,  as  well  in  the 
Spanish  as  British  colonies  and  United  States,  to  this  time,  with  many  details  thoroughly 
familiar  to  the  American  citizens  who  read  the  papers,  and  finished  by  expressing  his  own 
ideas: 

1.  That  as  a  general  rule  freedmen  are  not  only  capable  of  sustained  industry,  but  ask 
nothing  better  than  to  be  employed  at  reasonable  wages. 

2.  Iriat  wherever  schools  are  established,  the  freedmen,  old  and  young  alike,  show  an 
aptitude  and  'desire  to  learn  that  is  quite  extraordinary. 

3.  That  the  American  government  is  making  every  effort  possible,  through  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau,  to  take  care  of  the  lot  of  these  four  millions  of  unfortunates. 

4.  That  everywhere  among  them  is  to  be  fojLind  destitution  and  misery,  the  consequence 
of  the  social  disorganization  prevalent  through  the  wide  territory  over  which  they  are  scat- 
ter^ ;  and  this  must  last  a  long  time,  because  of  the  ill-will  of  their  old  masters  against 
their  heretofore  slaves. 

5.  That  the  northern  people,  by  establishing  aid  societies  and  similar  associations,  have 
nobly  seconded  the  efforts  of  the  government,  and  are  entitled  to  our  sympathy. 

Mr.  AUGUSTE  Cochin.  After  what  has  been  said,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  reasons  for  hoping  that  slavery  will  soon  be  abolished  in  Brazil  and  Cuba.  Their 
condition  rests  on  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  and  Queen  of  Spain.  It  is  too  late  this  evening 
to  speak  of  Brazil.    I  will  confine  myself  to  CiAa. 

Public  opinion  in  that  island  has  been  much  awakened  by  emancipation  in  Jamaica 
and  other  islands,  and  now  lately  in  the  United  States. 

Cuba  is  in  a  very  favorable  condition ;  for  there  are  about  one  million  of  whites  and 
free  colored,  and  only  about  three  hundred  thousand  slaves.  The  white  and  free  colored 
population  are  already  habituated  to  field  labor,  and  the  relations  between  the  white  and 
free  color^  population  are  of  the  best  kind.  Cuba  has  offered  to  give  up  slavery  for  the 
e(}uivalent  ot  free  civil  government  The  corruptions  of  colonial  fiinctionanes  are  the  caose 
ot  difficulty  and  delay.    The  question  must  be  solved  at  Madrid. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  269.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  Mr.  Hunter's  despatch  No.  375,  enclosing  the  latest 
intelligence  from  General  Weitzel's  command,  in  possession  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  at  its  date,  and  also  his  telegram  of  the  20th  of  January,  transmitted  to 
me  through  Mr.  Derby,  the  despatch  agent  at  New  York. 

I  sent  the  telegram  to  M.  Drouyn  de  L'huys  on  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday 
had  occasion  to  call  upon  him.  •  *  ♦  •  • 

The  following  day  I  was  again  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  when  M . 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  read  to  me  a  despatch  be  bad  just  received  from  the  Marquis 
de  Montbolon,  giving  the  result  of  his  interview  with  Mr.  Hunter,  after  the  de- 
spatches from  General  Sheridan  to  .General  Grant  in  reference  to  the  pillage  of 
Bagdad  had  reached  the  State  Department.  A  copy  of  that  despatch  appears 
in  the  Moniteur  this  morning.  That  and  the  abstract  of  my  communications 
upon  the  same  subject  which  appeared  in  some  of  the  papers  yesterday,  have 
given  the  situation  a  much  less  serious  aspect  than  it  presented  to  the  French 
public  before. 

We  hear  to-day  of  your  arrival,  on  the  20th  ultimo,  at  Havana,  and  that 
General  Crawford  has  oeen  arrested. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^  I 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa9hingt<m,  D.  C.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC    ^ 
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Mr.  BigeUnc  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  27].]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Faris,  February  12,  18G6. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  pretexts  assigned  for  the  harsh  decrees  of  the  soi-dUant 
emperor  of  Mexico  a^inst  republican  prisoners  captured  in  war,  I  have  the 
honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Marshal 
Bazaine  to  General  Riva  Palacio,  general  in  chief  of  the  republican  armj  of  the 
centre,  which  appears  in  some  of  the  Paris  journals. 

In  this  communication  the  marshal  not  only  assents  to  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, with  all  its  political  and  belligerent  implications,  but  he  speaks  in  the 
strongest  terms  of  the  humane  treatment  which  the  imperial  prisoners  had  expe- 
rienced at  his  hands.  "  I  am  unwilling  to  terminate  this  letter,"  he  says,  "with- 
out thanking  you  for  the  excellent  dispositions  and  benevolent  sentiments  which 
you  have  always  shown  towards  our  prisoners." 

This  calls  to  mind  the  speech  of  Marshal  Forey,  delivered  in  the  senate,  of 
the  18th  of  March  last,  in  which  he  justified  the  shooting  of  Porfirio  Diaz,  the 
defender  of  Oajaca,  by  Marshal  Bazaine,  declaring  that  he  was  the  chief  of 
brigands,  and  that  all  the  Juarist  generals  ought  tooe  treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  cause  of  Juarez  seems  to  have  gained  in  dignity  since  then,  for  now  the 
imperial  government  treats  its  officers  as  belligerents  and  commends  their  humanity. 

As  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  persists  in  denying  that  the  republicans  of 
Mexico  merit  the  title  of  belligerents,  I  propose  to  send  him  a  copy  of  this  letter 
of  Marshal  Bazaine,  with  an  inquiry  as  to  its  authenticity. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waihington,  D,  C, 


[Translation.] 

Exprdftionart  Corps  of  Mexico, 

Office  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 
Mexico,  November  16,  1865. 
General  :  I  haye  received  jour  letter  sent  by  Captain  MiDon.  I  am  pleased  with  the 
humane  feelings  you  express,  and  by  which  you  are  actuated  on  this  occasion.  Desirous  of 
aidine  you  in  this  (i^ooa  resolution,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  brine  about  a  proper  agreement. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  eiven  orders  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  to  take  place  at  the  village  of  Aculcho,  on  the  2d  of  December,  from  8  to  10 
in  the  morning.    In  tnis  exchange  I  place  at  your  disposal — 

1.  General  Canto  and  all  the  officers  taken  prisoners  with  him  by  Colonel  Potior ; 

2.  All  the  officers  taken  prisoners  at  Tacambaro  by  Colonel  Vandersmissen ; 

3.  All  the  offic(^rs  taken  prisoners  at  Amatlan  by  Colonel  Mendez ; 

4.  Ail  the  soldiers  in  prison  at  Morelia; 

5.  And,  at  your  request,  Generals  Tapia  and  Ramirez,  captured  at  Apaca,  and  confined  in 
Puebla. 

All  the  prisoners  in  Morelia  will  be  delivered  to  you  on  the  2d  of  December. 

I  give  my  word  of  honor  to  release  General  Tapia  and  General  Ramirez  at  Puebla,  and 
give  them  a  safe-conduct,  to  go  where  they  please,  as  soon  as  I  am  informed  that  the  ex- 
change has  taken  place. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  BocarAn6,  of  the  Belgian  regiment,  to  preside  at  the  exchange  of 
the  prisoners.  He  will  be  escorted  to  the  village  of  Aculcho  by  Captain  Salgado,  with  a 
company  of  fifty  or  sixty  infantry  and  a  company  of  Mexican  cavalry. 

I  wish  to  convince  you,  eeneral,  of  my  good  will  on  this  occasion,  and  I  cannot  conclude 
without  thanking  you  for  the  kind  intentions  and  benevolent  sentiments  you  have  always 
shown  towards  your  prisoners. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

BAZAINE,  Marshal  of  France, 

General  Riva  Palacio.  r^ ^^^^T^ 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  389.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  No.  244,  of  the  19th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  in- 
demnity from  Japan  under  the  convention  of  Yokohama,  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  proposal  contained  in  the  verbal  note  which 
accompanied  that  communication  is  concurred  in  by  the  Executive,  subject  to 
the  constitutional  approval  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.     You  may,  how- 
ever, regard  the  proposal  as  definitively  accepted  by  us. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  391.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  January 
12,  No.  241.    It  was  accompanied  by  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  yourself  and  the  president  of  the  French  Association  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery. 

The  acknowledgments  which  are  made  by  those  distingubhed  gentlemen  will 
be  placed  with  pleasure  among  the  archives  of  the  United  States,  and  they  will  in 
due  time  be  published,  as  well  in  the  interest  of  friendly  relations  with  France  as 
with  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  humanity. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  273.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  15,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  a  note  which  I  addressed  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  12th  instant,  and  of  his  reply*  ia 
reference  to  the  authenticity  of  the  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by 
Marshal  Bazaine  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Juarist  army  of  the  centre, 
enclosed  with  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  same  date.  No.  271. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  BigdoiD  to  Mr.  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  the  Opinion  Nationale  ot 
the  1  Ith  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  your  excellence's  attention  to  a  communicadon 

which  appears  in  its  columns,  purporting  to  have  been  wntten  by  Marshal  Baxaine,  < 

mander-in-chief  of  the -French  army  in  Mexico. 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  283 

If  perfectly  convenieDt,  will  yoar  excellency  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  there 
is  any  room  for  questioning  the  authenticity  of  that  communication  7 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
His  Excellency  M.  Droutn  de  Lhuts, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr,  Drou§n  de  ijhuffs  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  February  13,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  vour  request  for  information  with  which  you  honored  me  yesterday, 
about  the  authenticity  of  a  letter  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  but  I  am  not  able  to  furnish  you  tne 
information  required. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
very  humble  and  obedient  servant 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
Bfr.  BiOELOw, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  8fc, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  276.]  Lbqation  op  thb  Unitrd  States, 

Parity  February  15,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  found  occasion  to-day  to  say  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  when  I 
took  the  liberty  of  interrupting  some  remarks  he  was  making  tnis  day  week,  in 
Tiew  of  the  contingency  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  Marshal  Forey  had 
not  made  his  speech  on  the  senatorial  address  in  reply  to  the  discourse  from  the 
throne.  A  perusal  of  that  speech  had  led  me  to  fear  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  neg- 
lect of  duty  in  not  sooner  bringing  to  his  excellency's  attention  an  instruction 
which  I  had  been  waiting  some  weeks  for  a  propitious  moment  to  present  him. 
I  then  briefly  stated  the  subject  of  your  instruction  No.  336,  in  reference  to  a 
provision  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the  mail  steamers  of  France  and  the  United 
States  in  the  event  of  war,  and  went  on  to  say  that  while  nothing  was  further 
from  our  thoughts  or  wishes  than  a  war,  yet  it  seemed  only  ordinary  prudence 
to  provide  against  a  class  of  dangers  to  which  the  commerce  of  maritime  nations 
was  always  more  or  less  exposed. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  said  he  had  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  convention, 
referred  to  in  your  despatch,  between  the  United  States  and  England,  and  then 
exclaimed,  "  How  tbings  move.  When  we  made  our  convention  with  you  no  one 
dreamed  that  such  a  provision  could  ever  become  necessary  between  France  and 
the  United  States."  "Very  true,"  I  said,  '*but  capital  is  very  vigilant,  and 
scents  danger  from  afar ;  besides,"  I  added,  "  when  I  see  what  an  alarm  has 
been  created  by  the  unfounded  reports  from  Bagdad,  repetitions  of  which  were 
to  be  expected  at  intervals  so  long  as  the  French  army  remained  in  Mexico,  I 
thought  it  prudent  at  least  for  both  nations  to  give  to  their  commerce  the  benefit 
of  such  a  convention  as  we  had  with  England."  I  then  handed  him  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  McLane  of  the  8th  of  October,  1864,  and  of  the  20th  article  of 
oar  postal  convention  with  England,  for  his  information.  His  excellency  said 
he  would  submit  the  subject  to  his  colleagues,  but  expressed  no  opinion  about 
it  himself.  I  attribute  his  silence  to  the  circumstances  under  which  I  submitted 
it  to  his  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  f^  j 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C.  digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  403.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  now  received  your  despatch  of  February  9,  No.  269.  In 
that  paper  you  have  communicated  to  ue  the  proceedings  which  you  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  temporary  occupation  of  Bagdad.  .  Those  proceedings  are  entirely 
approved.  All  of  the  information  which  hns  been  received  from  General  Sheri- 
dan subsequently  to  the  writing  of  Mr.  Hunter's  despatch  No.  375,  corroborates 
and  confirms  the  view  of  the  transaction  at  Bagdad,  which  were  given  to  you 
in  the  last  mentioned  paper.  We  trust  that  no  occasion  will  arise  in  the  future 
for  misapprehension  on  that  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^r.,  4«.>  4^« 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  28r.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  No.  197,  and  to  your  reply.  No.  325,  Decem- 
ber 9th,  1865, 1  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  received  several  letters  from  the 
agent  of  the  parties  interested,  who  represents  the  case  as  one  of  great  urgency, 
and  the  situation  of  the  four  salt-makers,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  former  commu- 
nication, as  one  of  positive  distress.  In  reply  to  these  letters,  I  have  promised 
to  bring  the  subject  anew  to  the  notice  of  my  government. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  412.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  ultimo,  and  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  the 
communication  which  Mr.  Laboulaye,  the  active  president  of  the  French  com- 
mittee of  emancipation,  has  addressed  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  President's 
proclamation  announcing  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  have  been 
received.  In  reply  •  to  Mr,  Laboulaye,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  him  that  the 
congratulations  of  the  society  upon  the  auspicious  event  are  gratefully  received 
and  highly  appreciated ;  that  this  government  entertains  no  apprehensions  for 
the  future  of  a  race  physically  qualified  to  obtain  for  itself,  by  industry  and 
application,  prosperity  and  happiness,  under  our  free  and  equal  constitntion  of 
government;  and,  therefore,  wc  feel  assured  that  this  desirable  result  will  be 
peacefully  and  creditably  accomplished. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  fy:.,  fy:.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelaw. 

Xo.  423.]     *  •     Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  9th  of  Feb- 
marj.  No.  265,  together  with  its  accompaniment,  containing  a  full  account  of 
the  speeches  recently  made  at  a  meeting  held  in  Paris,  having  for  its  object  the 
relief  of  the  freedmen  in  this  country. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  grateful  regard  that  I  observe  the  interest  which  the 
eminent  speakers  manifested  on  that  occasion  for  the  welfare  of  the  United 
States,  ana  for  the  condition  and  elevation  of  the  freedmen. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  4^^.,  ^.,  ffc. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  288.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Farisy  March  22,  1866. 
SiE  :  The  conference  of  the  great  powers,  now  sitting  in  Paris  to  provide  for 
the  exigencv  created  by  the  deposition  of  Prince  Couza,  has  aheady  held  two 
sessions.  I  understand  that  France  has  recommended  that  the  old  union,  under 
a  single  Hospodar,  should  be  renewed.  The  Journal  La  France  says  that  the 
Ottoman  ambassador  has  been  charged  by  his  government  to  advocate  the  same 
policy. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  427.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  25,  18C6. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  4th  March,  No. 
281,  in  relation  to  four  French  salt-makers,  who  ask  this  government  to  relin- 
quish its  claim  upon  20,000  francs,  deposited  in  April,  1863,  with  a  notary  at 
Montpelier,  as  security  for  the  wage43  to  be  earned  by  them  under  a  contract 
made  with  the  general  commission  of  subsistence  of  the  late  treasonable  organi- 
zation which  styled  itself  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  for  the  construc- 
tion and  operating  of  salt  works  iu  Alabama.  These  men  appear  to  have  been 
engaged  in  France  by  an  engineer  in  the  rebel  service,  and  to  have  been  brought 
to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  such  essential  aid  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  insurrection. 

The  contract  thus  made  was  as  hostile  and,  perhaps,  as  injurious  to  the  United 
States  as  if  it  had  been  for  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder.  The  application  is, 
in  effect,  that  this  government  shall  pay  these  men  for  their  efforts  to  destroy  it ; 
or,  at  least,  facilitate  their  payment  by  relinquishing  its  claim  to  the  fund  in 
question — a  claim  which  the  holder  of  the  funds  deems  too  serious  to  be  disre- 
garded, notwithstanding  his  sympathy  for  the  alleged  distress  of  these  workmen. 

The  United  States  cannot  indulge  their  compassion  to  the  extent  of  giving 
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any  aid  whatever  to  their  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic,  in  obtaining  remunera- 
tion for  an  enterprise  directed  to  the  subversion  of  their  government. 

The  fund  in  question  is  stated  by  the  agent  of  the  notary  to  be  held  by  him 
under  a  pledge  "  not  to  deliver  it  to  the  eaid  workmen  except  upon  a  certificate 
from  the  confederate  government  that  they  had  fulfilled  their  obligations." 

This  is  strong  evidence,  if  not  absolutely  conducive,  that  it  came  from  the  treas- 
ury of  the  insurgents,  and  now  of  right  belongs  to  the  United  States.  You  are» 
therefore,  instructed  to  apprise  the  notary,  Mr.  Grasset,  that  we  insist  upon  the 
claim,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  may  occur  to  you  to  complete  the  necessary 
evidence,  in  case  he  manifests  a  disposition  to  resist  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Biqblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  292.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

P/im,  March  26,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Cowley  notice  of  the  payment  of  the  second 
instalment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity.    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of 
his  lordship's  letter  and  of  my  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

tkcretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Lord  CatcUy  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Paris,  March  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  ber  Majesty^s  enyoy  in  Japan,  has  reported  to  her  Majesty's  goyem- 
ment  that  a  sum  of  $500,000,  being  the  second  instalment  of  the  indemnity  due  by  the  Japanese 
goyemment  under  the  convention  of  the  22d  of  October,  1864,  has  been  receiyed  by  the 
Oriental  Bank  at  Yokohama,  ivhich  holds  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  representatiyes  of  the  four 
powers. 

Sir  H.  Parkes  obseryes,  that  calculating  three  months  from  the  close  of  the  Japanese  ninth 
month,  which  fell  on  the  20th  of  August,  1865,  when  the  Japanese  goyemment  chose  to  de- 
clare the  first  instalment  to  be  payable,  the  second  instalment  became  due  on  the  17th  or  30th 
November,  according  to  whether  the  date  be  determined  by  the  Japanese  or  foreign  calendar. 

The  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  payment  is  attributable.  Sir  Henry  Parkes  8a3r8,  in 
some  degree,  to  the  absence  of  the  representatives  at  Osacca,  and  also  to  the  time  required  to 
raise  the  requisite  sum  by  the  conversion  of  a  large  quantity  of  copper  cash,  the  sale  of  which 
in  China  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Oriental  Bank  on  account  ot  the  Tycoon^s  government. 

Her  Mfyesty's  minister  in  Japan  and  his  colleague,  knowing  that  the  Japanese  ministers 
were  acting  in  good  faith  in  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment,  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  raise  serious  objections  to  the  delay.  ' 

I  have  now  been  instructed  to  propose  that  this  second  instalment  should  be  remitted  to 
Europe  in  conformity  with  the  arrangement  suggested  in  the  letter  which  Mr.  £lli8  addressed 
to  you  on  the  llHh  of  December  of  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  first  payment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

COWLEY. 

Hon.  John  Bioelow,  4r<^.,  4r<^.,  8fe. 


Mr.  Bigdou)  to  Lord  CowUff. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Pari$,  March  36,  1866. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  23d  instant, 
communicating  the  report  received  by  your  excollency*s  government  that  a  sum  of  $500,000, 
being  the  second  instalment  of  the  indemnity  due  by  the  Japanese  goyernmuit,  under  the 
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convention  of  tie  22d  October,  1864,  had  been  received  by  the  Oriental  Bank  of  Yokohama, 
where  it  is  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  representatives  of  the  four  powers. 

Your  excellency  also  informs  me  that  you  are  instructed  to  propose  that  this  second  instal- 
ment should  be  remitted  to  Europe  in  conformity  with  the  arrangement  suggested  in  the  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Ellis  on  the  i9th  of  December  last,  in  regard  to  the  first  payment. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  my  government,  and  in  its  behalf,  I  have  the  honor 
to  accept  the  foregoing  proposal  and  to  thank  your  excellency  for  its  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Earl  Cowley,  ifc,  ^c,  Sfc 


Mr.  Bigehto  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  299.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  bonor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  at 
this  legation  on  the  28th  ultimo  horn  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  marked 
enclosure  No.  1,  in  reference  to  certain  steps  taken  by  the  consul  at  Marseilles 
for  the  distribution  of  a  pamphlet  entitled,  Lois  pour  encourager  V emigration, 
pour  la  protection  des  passagers,  et  pour  garantir  un  asile  aux  colonisateurs  ac- 
tuels,  Sfc. 

I  immediately  addressed  the  consul  a  communication,  of  which  enclosure  No. 
2  is  a  copy,  and  in  a  few  days  received  in  reply  enclosures  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7. 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  these  documents,  I  addressed  a  communication,  of 
which  enclosure  No.  8  is  a  copy,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  I  made  no 
comment  upon  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  minister  of  the  interior  for  refusing 
the  application  of  our  consul — 

First.  Because  it  was  apparent  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  despatch  that 
this  government  does  not  look  with  favor  upon  any  efforts  to  induce  emigration 
from  France ;  and 

Secondly.  Because  it  was  specially  requested  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Mason, 
as  I  have  discovered  in  the  course  of  my  researches  in  the  archives,  to  prohibit 
contracts  being  made  in  France  with  emigrants  going  to  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  the  fraudulent  abuses  to  which  the  practice  often  subjected  them. 

I  think  the  recent  political  reaction  of  the  emigrant  population  from  Ireland 
against  the  mother  country  has  had  its  influence  in  determining  this  govermcBt 
to  guard  itself  against  a  similar  inconvenience.  I  the  more  incHne  to  this  opin- 
ion from  the  gratuitous  rigor  with  which  naturalized  Americans  of  French  ori- 
gin have,  in  repeated  instances,  been  treated  by  the  authorities  here,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  were  liable  to  military  service.  I  shall  soon  have  occasion  to 
invite  your  attention  to  a  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  this  lega- 
tion and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  upon  this  subject. 

The  brilliant  reports  which  emigrants  bring  back  from  the  country  of  their 
adoption,  and  which  personal  vanity  often  tempts  them  to  exaggerate,  have  a 
very  unsettling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  ignorant  peasants,  to  whom  they 
are  generally  ^dressed.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  police  soon  find 
some  pretext  for  removing  these  eloquent  apostles  of  democracy  from  the  reach 
of  those  likely  to  be  rendered  discontented  by  their  revelations. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
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Mr,  De  Lhuffs  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 
[Translation.] 

Parts,  March  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  from  the  minister  of  the  interior  commnnication  of  a  pamphlet 
which  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Marseilles  has  recently  addressed  to  the  senator 
charg^  with  the  administration  of  the  "  Bouches  du  Rhone,'*  and  which  is  entitled  "  Laws 
forencour^ingr  emigration,  for  the  protection  of  passengers,"  &c.  The  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Marseilles  nas,  at  the  same  time,  inquired  of  Mr.  Maupas  whether  there  was  any- 
thine  which  would  hinder  him,  in  conformity  with  the  desire  of  his  government,  from 
making  free  distribution  of  this  pamphlet  in  places,  dependencies  of  his  consulate. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you,  sir,  tne  irregularity  of  the  step  taken  in  this  matter  by  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Marseilles.  It  is,  in  fact,  through  the  medium  of  your  lega 
tion  and  my  department  that  his  request  should  have  reached  the  department  of  the  interior, 
and  it  is  in  order  to  avoid  departure  from  diplomatic  usages  that  the  Marquis  De  Lavalette 
begs  me  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  the  course  of  which  this  business  has  seemed  to  him  to 
be  susceptible. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  purpose  itself  of  the  communication  of  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Marseilles,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  after  having  examined  the  pamphlet  re- 
mitted to  Mr.  Maupas,  as  well  as  the  manuscript  analysis  accompanying  it,  found  tnat  there 
would  be  inconveniences  in  authorizing  the  aistribution  through  the  departments  of  the 
empire  of  documents  which,  like  those,  present  the  character  of  an  appeal  in  favor  of  emi- 
gration. The  French  administration  has  always  been  opposed  to  the  sending  of  addresses 
among  the  native-born  operatives ;  besides,  in  deviating  now  from  this  line  of  conduct  in 
favor  of  an  undertaking  of  emigration  to  the  United  States,  it  would  create  a  precedent  of 
which  emigration  agencies  belonging  to  other  nationalities  might  avail  themselves.  The 
minister  of  the  interior  adds,  that  as  a  consequence  of  the  authorization  which  might  be 
given  for  the  circulation  of  the  pamphlet  in  question,  this  distribution  would  be  carried  out 
under  the  cloak  of  an  administrative  stamping,  and  it  would  be  to  be  feared  that  emigrants, 
misapprehending  the  significance  of  this  n>rmality,  might  see  in  it  a  sort  of  guarantee  of 
the  aldvantages  which  snould  be  offered  to  them. 

For  these  reasons  the  Marquis  De  Lavalette  does  not  think  he  could  authorize  the  senator 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  Bouches  du  Rhone  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Marseilles. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  BiGELOW,  BiinisUr  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Fleurot, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Part*,  March  '^,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communicetion  which  I  have  just  received  from  the  Min- 
ister of  Forei^  Affairs.    Will  you  be  good  enough  to  send  me  two  copies  of  the  pamphlet 
referred  to,  with  a  brief  statement  of  what  may  have  passed  between  you  and  the  adminis- 
trative authorities  of  the  Bouches  du  Rhone  ? 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW 
Mr.  Gabkiel  G.  Fleurot,  United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles* 


Mr,  Fleurot  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Marseilles,  March  30,  1866. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  29th  instant,  with  en- 
closure, a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  you  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  ;  and  in 
compliance  with  your  request  I  hasten  to  enclose  the  following  documents  relating^  to  the  sub- 
ject referred  to,  the  same  oeing  copies  of  the  originals  on  file  and  in  the  records  ot  this  oflioe, 
viz: 
No.  1.  Copy  of  a  printed  circular  from  the  Department  of  State,  (Bureau  <^  Immigration.) 
No.  2.  Copy  of  mv  predecessor's  letter  to  Mr.  le  Senateur,  (26th  Februaiy,  1866. ) 
No.  3.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  le  Senateur  to  myself,  (27th  March.  1866.) 
No.  4.  Copy  of  letter,  my  reply  to  Mr.  le  Senateur,  (^th  instant ;)  and,  finally;  thf  **  two^' 
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copies  of  the  pamphlet,  with  annexed  copy  of  explanatory  remarks,  (A,)  referred  to  in  the 
correspondence  of^mj  predecessor. 

I  believe  these  copies  embrace  all  the  proceedings,  and  will,  perhaps,  more  satisfactorily 
explain  the  subject  than  any  other  form  of  statement  transmitted. 

Any  instructions  or  opinion  you  may  deem  expedient  or  advisable  to  transmit  in  aid  to  the 
subject,  will  receive  my  close  and  immediate  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  FLEUROT, 

United  States  Consul, 
Hon,  John  Bioelow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States^  Paris, 


[Printed  circular.  ] 

Departbient  op  State,  Bureau  op  Immigration, 

Washington,  October  2,  1865. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  *' An  act  to  encourage  immicpration,*'  ap- 

§  roved  July  4,  1864,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  as  well  as  of  other  acts  having  the  same  ten- 
ency,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copied  of  a  compilation  of  these  acts,  and  of  the 
**  homestead  act'*  an^  other  documents  relating  to  the  same  subject,  in  the'  language  of  the 
country  to  which  you  are  accredited ;  and  I  have  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
request  of  you  to  distribute  these  copies  to  individuals  interested  in  the  subject  of  emigration, 
and  to  disseminate,  by  all  means  at  your  command,  a  knowledge  of  the  inducements  offered 
by  this  country  to  foreign  emi^prants,  as  contained  in  those  documents. 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  ot  pre-emption,  and.other  local  technicalities,  render  the  language 
of  the  **  homestead  act"  peculiar  and  ambiguous  to  the  unprepared  mind,  and  you  will  confer 
an  additional  favor  on  this  **  bureau"  if  you  would  accompany  the  distribution  of  the  pamph- 
lets  with  such  explanations  as  will  eluciaate  that  important  act  to  parties  interested  Uierein. 
But  in  all  your  proceedings  you  will  studiously  take  care  not  to  contravene  the  laws,  policy, 
or  sentiments  ot  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited,  or  to  excite  any  unkindly  feel- 
ings  on  the  part  of  we  government  or  the  people  of  that  country. 
I  am,  sir,  your  o^dient  servant, 

H.  N.  CONGAR, 
Commissioner  of  Immigration, 
United  States  Consul, 

Marseilles,  France, 


[Translation.] 

Britfqfan  act  to  encourage  emigration. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Marseilles,  December  10,  1865. 

Article  1.  The  essential  clauses  of  this  act  refer  to  a  Bureau  of  Emigration  established  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  object  of  this  bureau  is  to 
protect  emigrants  against  all  sorts  of  frauds  and  deceit,  on  their  arrival  in  America ;  to  furnish 
them  gratuitously  lul  the  information  they  may  need,  and  facilitate,  at  the  least  possible  ex- 
pense and  delay,  their  settlement  in  this  country. 

Art.  2.  American  agencies  of  a  private  nature  have  been  opened  at  different  parts  in 
Europe,  having  for  purpose  to  introduce  workmen  for  mills,  workshops,  mines,  and  other 
branches  of  industnr.  This  article  is  connected  with  giving  effect  in  the  United  States  to 
all  contracts  through  which  the  emigrant  could  be  enabled  to  hypothecate  his  labor  in  Amer- 
ica in  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  of  his  emigration. 

Art.  3.  Is  of  no  consequence,  the  insurrection  having  been  completely  extinguished. 

The  letter  foUowine  (pages  4,  5)  from  Mr.  Bowen,  Commissioner  of  Emigration,  relates  to 
carrying  out  the  regulations  contained  in  the  precedent  act. 

The  law  printed  on  page  6  was  passed  by  the  American  Congress  to  insure  the  fullest  pro- 
ection  to  aU  classes  of  emigrants,  during  the  course  of  the  voyage  to  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  guaramtee  a  home  to  actual  settlers  on  the  puUic  lands. 

This  act  concedes  to  erery  person  who  is  head  of  a  family,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  a 
lot  of  land  of  160  acres,  (about  165  hectares,)  on  condition  such  individual  becomes  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  empigefl  to  cultivate  the  land  during  fire  years,  and  pays  50  francs  for 
saTveyhig  and  registry  fees. 
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The  pnblic  lands  to  which  this  act  is  applicable  embrace  a  superficies  of  2,000,000  of  square 
miles,  (about  5,176,000  square  kilometres, )  extending  from  24^  to  49^,  and  mainly  situate 
between  the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  river  Mississippi.  The  territory  embraces  every  kind  of 
mineral  land,  down  to  the  prairie  lands,  whicn  are  not  less  sought  after. 

This  region  is  rich  in  precious  stones,  in  gold,  in  silver,  in  copper,  in  iron,  in  tin,  in  quick- 
silver, in  lead,  in  marble,  in  gypsnm,  in  sal^  and  in  petroleum. 

The  annual  value  of  gold  extracted  in  these  regions,  still  almost  uninhabited,  is  about  150 
millions  to  2  billions  of  mines ;  silver  to  3  millions. 

The  fertility  of  the  prairies  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  any  country  in  the  world ;  in  many 
places  the  bed  of  vej^etable  soil  reaches  a  depth  of  several  feet,  and  occasionally  this  depth 
IS  even  twenty-five  feet. 

The  public  lands  are  divided  into  sections  of  15,528  metres  square,  and  subdivided  into 
sections,  and  these  into  quarter  sections,  forming  a  surfieuse  of  about  64  hectares. 

The  American  system  of  regfistration,  which  consists  in  dividing  the  soil  into  squares  by 
means  of  marked  lines  running  north  and  south,  and  east  and  west,  is  so  simple  that  it  has 
so  far  prevented  any  controversy  relative  to  boundaries  or  titles  to  grants. 

The  American  govemmect  grants  a  quarter-section  to  each  citizen,  as  has  been  said  before. 
This  quarter-section  may  be  selected  in  any  part  of  the  public  domain.  That  which  much 
enhances  the  value  of  these  lands  for  those  who  should  decide  to  occupy  them,  is,  that  oc- 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  law,  two  sections,  (1,280  acres,  or  517  hectares,  88  ares,)  are  re- 
served within  each  boundary  of  six  mile^ square,  (15  kilometres,  528  metres  square,)  to  be 
sold,  and  the  product  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  free  schools,  so  that  the  moral  and 
intellectual  progress  of  the  countiy  may  keep  pace  with  its  physical  development 


[Translation.] 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

MarseiUes,  Fdtruary  26,  1866. 
Mr.  Senator  :  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  under  this  enclosure  copy  of  a  pamphlet  which 
has  been  sent  to  me  from  Washington  to  be  distributed  in  localities  dependent  on  mv  consu- 
late, as  well  as  some  lines  in  explanation,  which  I  propose  to  have  printed  and  to  add  thereto, 
in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  my  government.  , 

I  have  the  honor,  Mr.  Senator,  to  submit  these  documents  to  your  appreciation,  and  to  re- 
quest you  will  please  to  let  me  know,  if  any  objections  exist,  or  what  will  be  the  formalitiea 
necessary  to  permit  the  distribution. 
Please  accept,  sir  and  senator,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  VAN  HORNE, 

Consul  of  tht  United  SUtttM, 
M.  Senator,  Charged  toith  the  Administraion  of  the 

Department  of  the  Bouches  du  Rhone. 


[Translation.] 

Prefecture  of  the  Bouches  of  the  Rhone, 

First  Division,  Emigration, 

Marseilles,  March  27,  1866. 
Mr.  Consul  :  By  a  letter  dated  26th  of  February  last,  vour  predecessor  did  me  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  me  a  pamphlet  on  emigration,  which  had  been  sent  to  him  fVom  Wash- 
ington to  be  distributed  in  places  dependent  on  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  Mar- 
seOles,  and  also  some  lines  of  explanations  which  he  intended  to  have  printed,  and  to  annex 
to  the  pamphlet,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  his  government. 

On  submitting  these  documents  to  my  a])preciation,  Mr.  Van  Home  begged  me  to  let  him 
know  whether  anything  opposed  their  distribution. 

The  distribution  of  pamphlets  and  writings  of  the  nature  of  those  in  question,  and  which 
have  for  purpose  to  appeal  under  such  form  as  may  be  to  emigrants,  constitutes  in  fact  a 
veritable  movement  for  the  engagement  of  emi^ants,  and  thereby  comes  under  the  applica- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  18th  of  July,  1860,  in  vu-tue  of  which  no  one  may  undertake  opera- 
tions relating  to  emigration  without  especial  authority  from  the  minister  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  public  works.  In  what  concerns  this  distribution  the  agencies  legally 
authorized  would,  besides,  have  to  conform  to  the  regulations  which  govern  colportage. 
Receive,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 
The  senator  in  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  department  of  the  Boudies  la  Rhone, 
by  delegation : 

L.  TANJOUIX,  Seeretarf  GenertL 
CoNSU^  of  the  United  States  at  Marseilles,  ^  t 
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[Translation.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Marseilles,  March  29,  1866. 

Mr.  Senator  :  Bj  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  dated 
27th  of  this  month,  yon  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  relative  to  the  subject  which  was  the 
motive  for  the  letter  of  my  predecessor,  dated  26th  February  last,  and  accompanying  a 
pamphlet  on  emigration,  by  the  terms  of  the  laws  of  France  the  distribution  of  pamphlets 
and  writings  of  the  nature  of  that  in  question  cannot  be  made  without  special  authority 
from  the  French  government 

In  consequence,  Mr.  Senator,  I  now  thank  you  for  the  information  you  have  communi- 
cated to  me  on  this  (juestion,  and  which  enlightens  me  as  to  the  illegality  of  measures  which 
might  be  taken  outside  of  these  reservations,  and  of  those  on  agencies  lawfully  authorized 
for  this  purpose,  on  which  will  devolve  the  need  of  taking  care  to  act  within  the  competency 
of  the  privileges  granted  to  them  in  the  distribution  of  said  pamphlet,  which  has  no  other 
purpose  than  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  emigrants  to  the  United  StAtes  what  advantageo 
are  offered  to  them,  what  lively  solicitude  for  their  interests,  and  the  protection  given  to  their 
persons  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Please  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

G.  G.  FLEUROT, 
ConstU  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

The  Senator  tfi  charge  of  the  Administration  of  the  DepartmetU  of  Bouches  du  Rhone, 


Mr,  Bigetow  to  Monsieur  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  favor  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  relating  to  the  steps  taken  by  the  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Marseilles  for 
the  distribution  of  a  pamphlet  entitled,  *'  Lois  pour  encourager  Temi^ration  pour  la  protec- 
tion des  passagers,'*  &Ai,  Your  excellency  directs  my  attention  to  the  irregularity  on  the 
part  of  the  consul  in  addressing  his  inquiries  to  the  senator  charged  with  the  administration 
of  the  Bouches  du  Rhone,  Monsieur  de  Maupas,  instead  of  addressing  them  to  your  excel- 
lency, through  the  representative  of  his  government  resident  at  Paris.  In  reference  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  consults  inquiry,  your  excellencv  informs  me  that  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment has  always  discouraged  appeals  in  favor  of  emig^tion  addressed  to  native  workmen, 
and  that  the  consul's  application  has  been  declined. 

As  to  the  irregularity^of  the  consul  in  addressing  himself  to  the  senator  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  Benches  du  Rhone,  permit  me  to  remark  in  his  justificaUon  that  his 
application  included  a  request  to  be  informed  what  formalities  would  be  necessary  to  secure 
tne  privilege  of  distributing  the  pamphlet  in  question.  Had  Monsieur  de  Maupas  invited 
the  consul  to  make  his  application  to  your  excellency  through  the  diplomatic  representative 
of  his  ^vernment,  such  a  reply  would  have  been  stnctly  responsive  to  the  consuPs  inquiry. 
I  mention  this  merely  to  justify  the  expression  of  my  own  conviction  that  the  late  consul  at 
Marseilles  had  no  intention  to  so  far  depart  from  the  wishes  of  his  government  as  to  attempt 
to  bring  the  advantages  of  emigration  to  the  United  States  before  the  people  of  France  in  an 
irregular  way. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  take  note  of  and  communicate  to  my  ^vemment  the  objection  raised  by 
bis  excellency  the  minister  of  the  interior  to  the  diffusion  ot  information  designed  to  encourage 
emigration  from  France. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  oe  your  very  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  S^c,  Sfc,  8fc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  302.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  13,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  the  montli  of  August,  1865,  application  was  made  to  this  legation  for 
its  interference  in  behalf  of  George  Schneider  and  J.  Baptiste  Gochener,  natural- 
ized citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  were  thrown  into  prison  to  await  the 
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result  of  an  inquest  in  regard  to  their  liability  to  military  service  in  France. 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  communication  which  in  «ach  case  I 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  aflFairs.  They  are  numbered,  respectively, 
1  and  2.  To  these  communications  I  received  a  reply,  of  which  enclosure 
No.  3  is  a  copy. 

In  March  of  this  year  I  received  another  appeal  from  a  man  named  Frank 
Pierre,  who  was  in  the  service  of  the  New  England  Glass  Company  of  Boston, 
and  who  represented  himself  to  have  beisn  the  victim  of  brutal  treatment  &om 
the  authorities  of  his  native  place,  which  he  had  just  revisited  after  an  absence 
of  sixteen  years.  I  spoke  of  the  matter  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  who  requested 
me  to  make  a  written  representation  of  the  case,  when  he  promised  to  give  the 
subject  prompt  attentk)n.  Thereupon  I  sent  him  the  annexed  communication, 
numbered  4. 

The  following  day  I  had  occasion  to  address  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
the  annexed  communication.  No.  5,  in  behalf  of  still  another  naturalized  citizen, 
who  had  appealed  to  me  from  prison  for  protection  against  conscription. 

To  these  communications  I  received  in  reply  two  notes,  of  which  copies,  num- 
bered respectively  6  and  7,  are  annexed. 

Meantime  Frank  Pierre  called  upon  me  and  gave  me  full  details  of  his  treat- 
ment and  of  his  liberation.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  if  naturalized  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  on  their  arrival  in  France,  were  subject  to  such  brutalities 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  government,  it  was  my  duty  to  take  such  notice 
of  them  as  should  leave  the  government  no  such  excuse  for  their  repetition ; 
and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  in  accordance  with  government  instruc- 
tions, it  was  proper  that  the  government  should  be  required  to' avow  it,  that  we 
may  take  such  steps  for  the  protection  of  our  adopted  citizens  as  circumstances 
and  our  national  dignity  may  prescribe.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  our  adopted 
'citizens  of  French  origin  should  be  notified,  before  leaving  America,  of  the  in- 
dignities to  which  they  expose  themselves  by  returning  to  France,  unless  this 
government  is  prepared  to  recognize  in  an  American  passport  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  nationality,  sufficiently  strong,  at  least,  to  protect  its  bearers  firom  im- 
prisonment. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  I  addressed  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  to-day  a  protest,  of  which  enclosure  No.  8  is  a  copy,  thereby  re- 
serving to  our  government  the  right  to  reopen  the  subject,  if  it  shall  ever  see 
fit  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  WaMngton,  D.  G. 


Mr.  BigelotD  to  Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

ParUj  AuguH  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  received  from  Mr.  Charles 'Adam,  no- 
tary at  Marmoutier,  Bas  Rhin,  to  which  I  beg  your  excellency's  attention. 

Mr.  Adam  represents  that  a  native  of  that  canton  named  George  Schneider  left  his  native 
village  with  a  passport  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  went  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  became  a  naturalized  citizen,  and  whence,  aiier  a  residence  of  some  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years,  three  of  which  were  spent  in  the  military  service  of  his  adopted  country,  he  returned 
to  France  in  July  last. 

Mr.  Adam  further  represents  that,  in  his  absence,  Schneider  was  conscripted,  and,  conse- 
quently, upon  his  return  to  France  he  was  arrested,  his  naturalization  papers  taken  from 
him,  and  he  was  thrown  into  prison  at  Strasbourg,  where  he  is  now  lying. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  satisfying  yourself  of  the  correct- 
ness of  these  allegations,  and,  if  established,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  restoring  to  Schneider 
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the  priyileges  and  immunitiee  to  which  he  may  he  entitled  m  France  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  naturalization  papers  of  which  he  is  alleged  to  have  been  deprived. 

I  beg  yoarexcellency  will  accept  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  oe,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
His  Excellency  Monsieur  Drocyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foriign  Affairs^  Paris. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Bigdotp, 
[Translation.] 

Marmoutier,  August  2,  1865. 

Mr.  MrxiSTER :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  represent  to  you  that 
the  person  called  George  Schneider,  native  of  Allenwiller,  canton  of  Marmoutierf  left  his 
native  place,  provided  with  a  passport,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ;  that  he  went  to 
America,  where  he  remained  until  the  month  of  June,  1665 ;  that  he  served  as  a  soldier  in 
America  during  three  years ;  that  he  has  a  certificate  of  naturalization  from  the  American 
authorities;  that  he  came  to  France  in  the  month  of  July,  1865;  that  in  passing  through 
Paris  he  went  to  call  upon  vour  exoellency  to  place  himself  under  your  protection ;  that  he 
passed  fourteen  days  at  Allen  wilier,  and  on  yesterday  was  arrested  by  the  gendarmerie  of 
Marmoutier  as  refractory ;  that  he  is  now  at  prison  at  Strasbourg,  and  that  his  papers  ema- 
nating from  the  American  authorities  are  in  the  hands  of  the  military  authority  at  Strasbourg. 

It  seems  that,  during  his  absence,  which  lasted  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  his  parents 
caused  his  name  to  be  Dome  on  the  recruiting  census  list,  and  his  father,  on  drawing  lots, 
drew  an  unlucky  number  for  him,  and  he  was  consequently  matriculated  in  the  seventh 
regiment  of  the  line. 

He  has  charged  me  to  send  you  these  details,  and  to  beg  you  will  be  so  g^ood  as  to  interest 
yourself  in  him  as  an  American  citizen.  He  has  also  told  me  that,  at  the  time  of  his  visit 
to  you,  you  were  pleased  to  promise  him  your  protection.  As  the  moment  has  arrived  when 
he  has  need  of  that  protection,  he  ventures  to  recall  your  promise,  hoping  not  to  do  so  in 
vain. 

Sliall  I  venture,  your  excellency,  to  beg  myself  that  you  will  please  to  give  effect  to  the 
applications  of  Mr.  Schneider,  and  receive  in  advance  the  thanks  of— 
Your  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  ADAM,  Notary. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  from  America  at  Paris, 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Drou§n  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Paris,  AuguHUf  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  which  reached  the  United  States  con- 
snlate  at  Paris,  duly  forwarded  by  the  French  military  authorities,  from  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste 
Cochener,  now  in  confinement  in  the  military  prison  at  Metz,  to  which  I  beg  your  excel- 
lency's  attention. 

Mr.  Cochener  represents  that  he  is  a  native  of  Uni,  in  the  department  of  the  Mouse ;  that 
he  left  France  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  went  to  the  United  States,  where  he  became 
a- naturalized  citizen,  and  whence,  after  a  residence  of  some  fourteen  years,  he  returned  to  ' 
France  in  July  last,  at  the  request  of  his  dying  mother,  leaving  his  four  children  in  the 
United  Stated,  where  he  intended  shortlv  to  return.  He  further  represents  that  he  has  all  the 
papers  requisite  to  establish  the  fact  of  his  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  that,  on 
Deing  denounced  as  not  having  submitted  to  the  conscription,  he  was  arrested  at  Van  Cou- 
leur  and  thrown  into  the  military  prison  of  Metz,  where  he  is  awaiting  jndgment. 

I  heg  your  excellency  will  take  an  earlv  opportunity  of  satisfying  yourself  of  the  correct- 
ness of  these  allegations,  and,  if  established,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  restoring  to  Co- 
chener the  privUeges  and  immunities  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  in  France  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  accept  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Droutn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Paris, 
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[Translation.  ] 

BlETZ,  July  10, 1665. 

Mr.  Consul  :  I  come  to  ask  from  your  kindness,  as  representing  the  rights  ortny  country, 
to  he  80  eood  as  to  ask  from  the  French  government  that  I  be  set  at  liberty. 

I  was  bom  in  France,  at  Uni,  canton  of  Van  Cooleur,  department  of  the  Meuse.  Hoping 
to  make  a  position  for  myself,  I  embarked  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  the  year  1851,  for 
Pennsvlvania--that  country  having  pleased  me— and  having  created  by  my  labor  resources 
enough  for  living,  I  made  myself  a  naturalized  American  in  the  month  of  May,  1857,  taking 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  this  nation,  which  for  fifteen  years  has  been  mine. 

I  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  my  wife  died  the  25th  of  March,  1865,  leaving  me  with 
four  children;  and  my  actual  domicile  is  at  Tidionte,  called  **Filtam  Chipp,"  and  makes 
part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Warren  county,  In  Pennsylvania. 

My  mother  being  at  the  point  of  death,  wrote  begging  me  to  come  and  see  her  before  her 
last  hour.  I  yielded  to  her  entreaties,  and  embarked  for  France,  leaving  my  family  in  my 
country.  The  authority  at  Meadville  delivered  me  a  passport  and  all  the  papers  necessary 
to  enter  France.  Thinking  myself  quite  safe,  I  landed  on  French  soil  the  2d  of  July,  1866, 
was  denounced  as  refractory,  and  not  having  been  subjected  to  draft,  was  arrested  the  ISth 
of  July  atVanCouleurand  taken  to  the  military  prison  at  Metz,  in  the  fiflh  military  division, 
and  shut  up  to  be  tried.  It  is  for  this  reason,  Mr.  Consul,  I  ask  fi'om  your  kindness  to  make 
application  to  obtiun  mv  being  set  at  liberty  as  an  American  citizen. 

1  am  provided  with  all  my  papers,  and  ought  to  be  back  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  27th  to 
take  care  of  my  family  and  contmue  to  support  them  bv  my  toil. 

Relying  on  your  generous  aid,  I  am,  Mr.  Consul,  with  respect,  your  very  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  COCHENER, 
At  Ute  Military  Prison  at  MeutZj  MoztlU. 

The  United  States  Consul, 


Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Bigdow, 
[Translation.] 

Paris,  August  14,  1665. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  two  despatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
roe  on  dates  of  10th  and  1 1th  of  this  month— and  subject  of  Messrs.  George  Schneider  and  Jean 
Bapdste  Cochener,  lately  arrested  in  France  as  refractories,  although  after  having  become 
naturalized  Americans,  and  who  ask  you  to  have  them  set  at  liberty. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  questions  of  this  kind  are  presented,  and  my  predecessor  has 
ahready  had  occasion  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Faulkner,  especially  by  a  letter  of  July  5, 1860, 
relative  to  Mr.  Zeiter,  that  in  a  matter  so  serious  as  that  of  military  recruiting,  where  an  ex- 
tensive public  interest  may  be  complicated  with  the  rights  of  individuals,  it  becomes  incum- 
bent to  mvest  with  the  surest  guarantees  the  decision  to  be  arrived  at,  and  to  restrict  the  in- 
terference of  the  c^ministration  withun  the  straitest  limits.  Thus  the  law  of  March  21,  1832, 
which  governs  the  matter,  has  reserved  the  appreciation  of  questions  of  nationality  to  the 
courts,  oefore  which  Messrs.  Schneider  and  Cochener  will  nave  to  present  their  reclama- 
tions. 

This  delegation  of  jurisdiction  should  not,  moreover,  awaken  the  susceptibilities  of  foreign 
countries,  because  it  constitutes  the  best  guarantee  of  impartiality  which  can  be  offered  to 
those  having  right,  as  can  be  proved  in  case  of  need  by  the  decision  rendered  in  1860  in  f^vor 
of  Mr.  Zeiter  by  the  court  at  Wissemburg.  Nevertheless,  I  hasten  to  communicate,  by  way 
of  information  to  the  marshal  minister  of  war,  the  reclamations  of  Messrs.  Schneider  and 
Cochener. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


The  Minister  of  the  Uniud  States  at  Paris. 


DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys* 

Legation  op  the  United  Statbs, 

Parts,  March  27,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  am  soiry  to  be  compelled  to  invite  your  ezcellency*s  attention  to  another  case  of 
imprisonment  of  an  American  citizen  in  France,  upon  the  pretext  of  his  liability  to  militarf 
service. 
From  information  derived  through  different  sources,  I  am  advised  that  Francis  Pierre,  a 
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naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whither  ho  was  taken  by  his  parents  sixteen  jears 
ago,  when  but  sixteen  years  of  a^e,  has  been  arrested  as  a  conscript  at  Sarregaemines,  de- 
prived of  his  fMissport  and  naturalization  papers,  and  thrown  into  pnson  at  Metz.  From  the 
evidence  famished  me  of  the  character  ot  this  person,  I  do  not  permit  myself  for  an  instant 
to  suspect  him  of  having  incuned  this  degradation  through  any  violation  of  the  laws  of 
France ;  neither  can  I  understand  why  an  American  citizen  travelling  under  the  usual  pass- 
port of  his  government  should  be  subjected  to  indignities  which  ought  only  to  be  visited  upon 
criminals. 

I  trust  your  excellency  will  find  it  convenient  to  give  to  Pierre's  case  your  early  attention, 
that  neither  his  imprisonment  nor  his  separation  from  his  family  and  his  affairs  may  be  un- 
necessarily prolonged. 

I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  my  government,  also,  to  know  upon  what  pretext 
Americans,  armed  with  the  presumptive  evidences  of  their  nationality,  should  be  imprisoned 
while  the  authenticity  of  those  evidences  is  being  tested.  This  is  the  third  case  I  have  had 
occasion  to  bring  to  your  excellency's  attention  within  the  last  seven  months  of  American 
naturalized  citizens  seized,  stripped  of  {heir  naturcdization  papers  and  passports  and  thrown 
into  prison. 

The  two  other  cases,  one  of  a  Mr.  Schneider,  and  the  other  of  a  Mr.  Cochener,  were  the  sub- 
jects of  communications  to  vour  excellency,  dated  respectively  the  10th  and  1 1th  of  August 
last.  Your  excellency  replied  that  the  law  of  21st  March,  lo32,  committed  the  decision  of 
nationality  to  the  tribunals  to  which  the  parties  in  question  should  address  themselves.  Since 
then  I  have  been  favored  with  no  information  of  the  fate  of  these  men.  No  charges  of  crime 
against  them  have  been  communicated  to  me,  neither  has  the  news  of  their  liberation,  if  they 
have  been  liberated,  transpired  at  this  legation.  I  am  far  from  supposing  that  there  has  been 
in  either  of  these  instances  any  deliberate  intention  on  the  part  of  the  French  authorities  to 
treat  with  disrespect  the  protections  of  my  government,  but  I  fear  from  what  has  occurred, 
and  is  freauently  occurring,  that  such  protections  do  not  possess  the  value  in  France  that  in 
the  United  States  they  are  supposed  to  possess.  They  are  supposed  with  us  to  fhmish  pre- 
sumptive evidence  of  nationality ;  in  France  it  appears  that,  practically,  they  do  not.  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  if  such  is  the  view  taken  by  the  impenal  government.  If  it  is,  I 
would  wish  to  be  authorized  to  correct  the  grave  misapprehension  which  exists  upon  the 
subject  in  the  United  States ;  and  if  it  is  not,  it  would  gratify  me  to  be  assured  that  measures 
were  to  be  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  mistakes  similar  to  those  with  which  it  is  so  often 
my  unwelcome  duty  to  trouble  your  excellency. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  renewed  assurances  of  the  high  consideraUon  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Druyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  8fc,y  SfC,  Sfc, 


Mr.  BigcUno  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  29,  1866. 

Sot :  Recalling  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  vour  excellency  yesterday  in 
reference  to  the  reclamation  of  one  Francois  Pierre,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
detained  in  prison  at  Metz  under  pretext  of  liability  for  militarv  service,  I  beg  to  invite  your 
excellency's  attention  to  another  case  of  similar  character  which  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  to-day.  The  particulars  of  this,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  me,  are  recited  in  a  note 
from  the  party  complaining,  who  calls  himself  Frederick  Todry.  He  states  that  he  left 
France  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age ;  that  he  has  resided  in  the  United  States  since 
lt^3 ;  that  he  was  naturalizedf  there  in  1858 ;  that  he  returned  to  France  in  February  last, 
when  he  was  arrested,  deprived  of  his  naturalization  papers,  and  placed  under  military  ar- 
rest in  the  fortress  of  Besan^on,  from  whence  he  writes. 

Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  this  case  also  may  occupy  the  early  attention  of  your 
excellency,  and  that  it,  as  well  as  those  already  referred  to  your  excAllMicy,  may  receive  such 
a  disposition  as  the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  comity  of  nations  ftay  dictate. 

I  avail  myself  of  wis  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the  high  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc,  8fc.,  8fc.,  Paris. 
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Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  BigeUno. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  March  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tou  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  nnder  date  of  27th  of  this  month,  on  the 
subject  of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  person  called  Francois  Pierre,  claiming  the 
qoality  of  naturalized  American  citizen. 

I  hastened  to  write  to  the  minister  of  war  to  beg  him  to  give  me  precise  information  on 
this  affair,  and  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  answer  you  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  received  it. 

As  for  Messrs.  Schneider  and  Cochener,  an  order  of  no  cause  has  taken  place  in  flAvor  of 
the  second  for  the  reason  that  he  was  a  naturalized  foreigner  more  than  five  years,  and  in 
consec^uence  the  offence  of  refractoriness  which  was  charged  against  him  was  covered  by 
limitation  of  time. 

As  for  Mr.  Schneider,  the  departmental  commission  has  pronounced  his  discharge,  and  he 
also  has  been  set  at  liberty.  I  had  reason  to  suppose  the  parties  interested  had  brought  theso 
decisions  to  your  knowledge. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
very  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  BiGELOW,  MinisUr  of  the  United  StaU$,  Paris, 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

TTranslation.] 

Paris,  March  29,  1866. 
Sia :  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  yesterday,  March  29th,  on  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Frederick  Todry,  who  had  been  arrested  at  Besan^n  as  refractory. 

I  hastened  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  as  well  as  into  that  of  Mr.  Francois  Pierre,  and  for 

precise  information  from  the  minister  of  war,  and  will  have  the  honor  to  answer  you  as  soon 

as  I  shall  have  the  elements  necessary  for  making  a  decision  with  full  knowledge  of  the  cause. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very 

humble  and  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
Mr.  BiGELOw, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Paris. 


Mr.  Bigdow  y>  Mr.  Drouyn  de  LhwfS. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Pans,  AprU  13,  1866. 

Sir:  Recalling  the  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  excellency 
o»the  27tb  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Francis  Pierre,  a  natnral- 
ized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I  beg  now  to  invite  your  excellency's  attention  to  the 
sworn  statement  of  Pierre,  which  is  enclosed. 

By  this  statement,  the  main  facts  of  which  your  excellency  can  readily  verify,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  Pierre  has  been  treated  with  excessive  rigor,  and  subjected  to  indignities  which 
would  hardly  be  visited  upon  the  most  degraded  criminals.  The  only  pretext  assigned  for 
his  arrest  is,  that  he  was  liable  to  military  service,  though  he  was  fortified  with  papers  which 
proved  that  he  had  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  sixteen  years,  and  with  an  American 
passport,  which  should  have  protected  him  from  insult  in  all  countries  in  friendly  relation  with 
the  United  States. 

While  I  do  not  permit  myself  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  hardships  of  which  I  com- 

glain  had  their  oriein  in  any  unkind  feeling  towards  the  people  or  government  of  the  United 
tates,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  view  of  the  frequent  recurrence  of  such  cases  during  my 
residence  near  his  imperial  M^esty,  to  protest,  and  I  accordingly  do  hereby  formally  protest, 
against  the  original  incarceration  of  Francis  Pierre,  and  against  all  the  indignities  of  which 
he  was  subsequently  the  victim. 

I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
His  Excellency  Monsieur  Droutn  de  Lhuys,  8fc.,  ^c,  4rc. 
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Deposition  of  Frank  Pierre, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  England, 
I,  Frank  Pierre,  bein^  dalj  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  I  am  a  native  of  the  canton  of 
Bicche,  in  France;  that  I  lived  there  np  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  then  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  year  1851 ;  that  I  became  a  naturalized  citizen  ot  the  United  States  on  the 
23d  of  October,  1856.  On  the  8th  of  January,  1866,  I  applied  for  and  received  a  passport 
from  the  Department  of  State,  and  came  to  France  to  visit  my  sisters,  who  reside  at  St.  Louis, 
department  of  the  Moselle.  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  on  the  day 
following  the  mayor  of  that  city  informed  my  aunt,  Miss  Shild,  that  my  presence  in  the  place 
was  unlawful,  and  that,  unless  I  immediately  left  the  town,  he  (the  mavor)  would  be  obliged 
to  inform  the  gendarmes  of  my  presence  and  order  my  arrest.  I  then  sought  a  personal 
interview  with  the  mayor,  and  asked  him  nnder  what  pretext  this  warning  was  given.  The 
mayor  said  I  was  liable  to  military  service,  and  that  as  soon  as  my  presence  was  known  to 
the  gendarmes  I  would  be  arrested.  I  then  said  I  would  mvself  inform  the  gendarmes  of 
my  presence;  that  I  was  not  engaged  in  any  improper  or  unlawful  practices,  and  would  not 
leave  the  city  until  I  was  ready.  I  then  went  to  Bitche,  the  capital  of  the  canton,  and  saw 
the  brigadier  of  the  gendarmes,  showed  him  my  passport  and  papers  of  naturalization.  The 
brigadier  admitted  that  no  claim  for  service  could  be  made  upon  me,  and  the  next  day  he 
asked  me  for  those  pa[>er8,  saying  that  he  would  use  them  to  have  my  name  erased  from  the 
rolls,  and  would  then  restore  them  to  me  again.  The  next  day,  which  was  Monday,  the  19th  of 
March,  while  I  was  at  dinner  in  the  house  of  my  uncle,  Francis  Pierre,  glass  worker  of  St.  Louis, 
I  was  seized  by  a  party  of  gendarmes  and  taken  in  an  open  vehicle,  at  my  own  expense,  through 
a  drenching  rain-storm  to  Bitche.  When  I  arrived  there,  after  a  journey  of  ten  kilometres 
through  the  rain,  I  was  thoroughly  chilled  and  exhausted.  My  clothes  were  saturated  with 
water,  and  valuable  papers  and  drawings  which  I  had  collected  for  the  use  of  the  New 
England  Glass  Company,  in  whose  employment  I  am,  were  entirely  spoiled.  In  this  state 
I  was  thrust  into  a  damp  prison,  where  I  remained  all  hight  without  an  opportunity  of  drying 
my  clothes,  notwithstanding  that  my  uncle,  M.  Gerard,  of  Bitche,  requested  permission  of 
the  brigadier  to  keep  me  at  his  house  during  the  night,  offering  to  hold  himself  responsible  for 
me  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  guard  for  me.  Alter  passing  a  night  without  sleep,  in  the 
morning  half  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water  were  offered  me  for  my  breakfast,  which 
I  refused.  It  was  only  after  an  altercation  with  the  guard  that  I  was  at  last  permitted  to 
eat  the  breakfast  that  my  undo  had  prepared  for  mo.  I  was  then  taken  to  Sarreguemines  in 
a  wagon  which  I  hired  at  my  own  expense,  being  unable  to  walk  that  distance — 32  kilo- 
metres. I  was  there  thrown  into  a  prison  with  common  criminals  of  every  description,  and 
kept  two  days  and  nights  in  their  company.  The  second  day  the  procurer  imperial  camo 
and  searched  my  person  and  valise,  and  took  from  roe  all  my  papers,  even  including  my 
letters  from  my  wife  and  family,  and  kept  them  for  five  days.  The  third  day  I  was  taken 
from  Sarreguemines  to  Metz,  and  there  I  had  to  live  on  prison  fare  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  the  prisoners.  I  had  asked  them  repeatedly  to  let  me  have  some  food  that  I  could  eat,  at 
my  own  expense,  but  the  answer  was  that  the  prison  regulations  did  not  permit  it.  I  was 
detained  th^re  seven  days.  I  was  then  set  at  Uberty,  my  papers  restored  to  me,  without  a 
word  of  explanation. 

FRANK  PIERRE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  by  Frank  Pierre,  before  me,  at  the  legation  of  the  United  States, 
London,  this  11th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  90th. 

BENJAMIN  MORAN, 

Secretary  of  Legation, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  303.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Parisy  April  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  No.  302, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  note  this  day  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affeirs,  in  regard  to 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  American  citizens  in  France  under  pretext  of 
inilitaiy  service. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  roar  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Jlf.  Drougn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 
[Translation.] 

Paris,  April  13,  1866. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  yon  on  the  29th  and  30th  March,  to  let  you  know  that  I 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  minister  of  war  to  the  reclamations  of  Messrs.  Todry  and 
Francois,  who  were  the  objects  of  your  letters  of  the  27th  and  29th  of  same  month. 

Marshal  Randon  has  just  informed  me,  and  I  hasten  to  let  you  know,  that  these  two  per- 
sons have  been  set  at  liberty.  Moreover,  orders  have  been  given  for  suspension  of  the  judi- 
cial action,  to  which  they  were  subiect  on  the  score  of  the  onenoe  of  refractoriness,  until  the 
civil  courts  before  which  MM.  Tocfry  and  Francois  will  have  to  present  themselves  shall 
decide  whether  they  have  or  have  not  lost  the  quality  of  Frenchmen,  and  since  what  time. 
Accept,  &.C.,  &.c,t 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
Mr.  BiGELOW,  8fc,,  ^c,  8fe, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  308.]  Legation  op  t^e  United.States, 

Paris,  April  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  passport. purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  the  governor 
of  Louisiana  was  presented  at  this  legation  a  few  dajs  since,  to  be  visaed  Of 
course  the  application  was  declined,  and  the  party  to  whom  it  belonged  was  in- 
formed that  if  he  wished  the  protection  of  the  United  States  government  he 
must  procure  a  passport  from  the  United  States  government.  He  accordingly 
took  a  new  passport  from  this  legation  and  left  his  old  one,  on  which  is  inscribeid 
the  visa  of  the  Bavarian  consul  at  New  Orleans.  I  send  it  to  you  under  the 
impression  that  you  may,  perhaps,  think  it  proper  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
a  foreign  consul  residing  in  the  United  States  visaa  a  passport  issued  by  a 
governor  of  a  State. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  441.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
No.  292,  enclosing  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
yourself  and  Lord  Cowley,  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  second  in- 
stalment of  the  Japanese  indemnity.  Your  proceedings  in  this  matter  are  ap- 
proved. 

The  treaty  having  now  been  ratified,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  in  compli- 
ance with  the  suggestion  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  money  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  your  despatch  of  the  19th  of 
January,  No.  244,  Mr.  Adams  has  been  instructed  to  inform  Lord  Russell  of 
his  authority  to  receive  the  share  of  the  instalments  already  paid,  which  is  dae 
to  this  government,  and  upon  its  receipt  to  place  the  amount  with  the  Messrs. 
Baring  Brothers  &  Oo.,  at  London,  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  8ft,,  Sfc.  r^  T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  299 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Setoard: 

No.  311.]  Legation  op  thr  United  States, 

Paris,  April  27,  1866. 
SiB :  Since  posting  my  despatcli  No.  302,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment of  Francis  Pierre,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a 
correspondence,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  has  passed  between  the  ministry  of 
foreign  affairs  and  this  legation.  I  am  promised  an  early  official  reply  to  my 
last  note,  which  I  hope  may  close  the  correspondence  satisfactorily. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  veiy  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  DroKjfn  de  Lhu^s  to  Mr.  Bigdote, 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  April  16,  1866. 
Sir:  Ton  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  the  13th  of  this  month  to  call  my  attention  to 
the  declarations  made  at  the  United  States  legation  in  London,  bj  Mr.  Fran^^is  Pierre,  on 
the  subject  of  the  ill-  treatment  of  which  he  ba^  to  complain  on  occasion  of  his  imprisonment. 
I  thank  tou  for  having  repelled  any  supposition  that  the  hardships  of  which  Mr.  Pierre 
may  have  been  the  subject  were  caused  by  any  ill-feeling  in  respect  of  the  people  or  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  conduct  of  the  French  authorities  could  not  have  been  swayed 
by  any  such  motive.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Francois  Pierre  exaggerated  certain  circum- 
stances which  unavoidably  happen  when  there  is  a  necessity  to  transfer  firom  one  place  to 
another  an  individual  under  arrest.  However  it  may  be,  I  send  the  declarations^  of  Mr. 
Fran9oi8  Pierre  to  the  minister  of  war,  requestin«^  him  to  order  an  inquiry  on  the  subject. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  at  an  ulterior  date  to  inform  you  of  the  result  But  at  this  time  I 
cannot  withhold  the  remark,  that  the  first  use  Mr.  Francis  Pierre  thought  he  should  make 
of  his  liberty  was  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  French  courts,  before 
which  he  was  to  prove  the  loss  of  his  character  of  frenchman  by  the  acquisition  of  a  new 
nationality. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance,  &c,  &c, 

DEOUTN  DE  LHUTa 
Mr.  Bigelow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Paris, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Drougn  de  Lhmgs, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  AprU  24,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  communication  of 
the  16th  instant  in  reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Fran9ois  Pierre  at  Saireguo- 
mines  in  March  last. ' 

Your  excellency  expresses  the  opinion  that  I^rre  probably  exaggerated  the  rigors  which 
inevitably  attend  the  transfer  of  a  prisoner  from  one  place  to  anotner.  I  trust  your  excel- 
lencyr*8  opinion  is  well  founded,  though  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  in  possession  of  no  evidence 
tendine  to  invalidate  the  statements  of  Pierre  and  another  eye-witness  of  the  treatment  of 
which  he  complains. 

Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  add  that  the  first  use  that  Pierre  made  of  his  liberty  was  "to 
withdraw  himself  from  die  jurisdiction  of  the  French  tribunals,  before  which  it  was  his  duty 
to  establish  the  loss  of  his  quality  as  a  Frenchman  by  the  acquisition  of  a  new  nationalky.^* 
I  do  not  know  that  I  entirely  comprehend  the  implication  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  these 
words  of  your  excellency;  but  if  tney  were  designed  to  reproach  Pierre  with  a  violation  of 
good  faith  in  withdrawing  from  France  when  he  did,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  my  convic- 
tion that  they  do  him  injustice. 

Pierre  came  to  England  as  the  agent  of  a  New  England  manu^Etcturing  company.  He 
thought  fit  to  profit  bv  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  place  of  his  birth  and  Die  firiends  of  his 
eealy  youth.  He  arrived  there  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  March.  On  the  following  day 
be  was  arrested  and  kept  a  prisoner  antiTthe  28th  of  March,  when  he  wis  liberated,  and  hii 
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passport  and  naturalization  papers  returned  to  him.  Then,  instead  of  ayailing  himself  of 
nis  liberty,  as  your  excellency  intimates,  to  withdrawJ'rom  France,  he  came  to  raris,  where 
I  first  saw  him.  Aflter  a  sojourn  here  of  two  days  he  left  for  London  to  join  his  wife,  whose 
anxieties  he  was  naturally  anxious  to  relieve,  and  to  attend  to  the  business  for  which  he  had 
been  sent  to  Europe.  He  assures  me  that  when  his  papers  were  returned  to  him  he  had  no 
suspicion  that  there  was  any  further  question  of  his  ri^ht  to  his  freedom,  nor  did  he  receive 
any  intimation  from  any  quarter  that  ne  was  expected  tp  abide  the  result  of  any  further  in- 
yesti^tion.  If  the  fact  be  otherwise,  and  if  Pierre  entered  into  any  engaji^ement,  formal  or 
implied,  to  remain  in  France  after  his  liberation,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favor  if  your  excellency 
would  inform  me  of  the  nature  and  terms  of  such  engagement.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend upon  what  principle  such  terms  could  have  been  imposed,  or  if  imposed,  that  Pierre, 
with  his  presumed  tendency  to  exaggerate  his  grievances,  should  not  have  added  this  to 
the  list. 

But  whether  the  rigors  of  Pierrots  confinemtot  were  exaggerated  or  not,  and  whether  be 
took  refuge  from  his  persecutors  in  England  or  not,  are,  I  suppose,  in  this  case,  secondary 
questions.  It  is  not  aisputed  that  he  was  arrested  with  ample  evidence  of  his  American  cit- 
izenship upon  his  person,  and  detained  a  prisoner  for  nearly  a  fortnight  without  any  charge 
or  pretence  of  crime.  With  all  the  presumptive  evidence  of  his  nationality  in  his  mvor,  he 
was  treated  like  a  felon.  This  is  so  inconsistent  with  the  privilege  which,  by  the  comity 
of  nations,  are  usually  accorded  to  strangers  fortified  with  the  ordinary  evidences  of  their 
nationality,  that  I  venture  to  believe  your  excellency  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  a 
more  precise  definition  of  the  authority  and  value  of  an  American  passport  in  France  would 
have  a  most  desirable  tendency  to  prevent  misunderstandings. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  &c.,  &c. 


His  Excellency  Monsieur  Droutn  de  Lhuts, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


JOHN  BIGELOW. 


Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation  ] 

Department  op  Foreign  Afpairs, 

Pans,  AprU  25,  1966. 
My  Dear  Mr.  BioeLow  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith,  under  the  character  of 
a  private  note,  some  details  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Francis  Pierre. 
Yours,  very  sincerely, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 
P.  8. — ^The  details  are  given  to  me  by  the  minister  of  war. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Francis  Pierre,  charged  with  refractoriness,  was  regularly  arrested  by  the  gendarmerie 
of  St.  Louis,  (Moselle.) 

The  mayor  of  St.  Louis  and  the  lociEd  gendarmerie  had  not  the  duty  to  appreciate,  to  ludge 
of  his  remonstrances,  and  to  pass  upon  the  question  whether  he  was  freed  from  the  obli^- 
tions  of  the  law  on  recruiting. 

Their  duty  was  to  cause  him  to  be  taken  pX  once,  as  the  law  directs,  to  the  general  com- 
manding the  fifth  military  division  at  Metz.  So,  in  accepting  as  true  the  recital  of  the  remon* 
strance,  he  could  not  have  been  the  object  of  any  abuse  of  power. 

If  Francois  had  with  him  papers  of  value,  which  were  damaged  on  the  way,  the  adminis- 
tration is  not  responsible  for  this  accident ;  he  could  have  left  these  papers  with  his  uncle,  at 
whose  house  he  was  arrested,  or  have  intrusted  them  to  the  gendarmes  of  the  escort.  For  the 
rest,  it  was  in  an  open  wagon,  and  at  his  cost,  he  says,  that  he  was  taken  to  Bitche. 

The  prison  at  Bitche  is  a  military  house  of  correction  in  which  there  is  no  canteen,  (pub- 
lic house.)  This  explains  why  Francois  Pierre  could  not  get  what  he  wished,  although  he 
was  shut  up  in  a  hall  set  aside  especially  for  passengers.  The  principal  agent  was  n^t  in 
objecting  to  his  receiving  from  without  aliments  other  than  those  fixea  bv  the  rules.  There 
would  be  too  man^  abuses  to  contend  with  if  every  one  detained  could  at  his  pleasure  modify 
the  regulations  of  the  prison. 

In  fine,  if  at  Bitche  Francis  received  only  half  a  loaf  of  bread  and  water,  it  is  became 
he  chose  to  go  before  the  dinner  hour ;  for  in  fact  the  military  who  are  detained,  have  every 
daya  ration  of  meat  and  a  strong  soup.    He  says  himself  he  only  stopped  one  night. 

The  remonstrance  again  eays,  that  at  his  expense  he  travelled  by  railroad  from  BHcbe  to 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  301 

Sarreguemines.  It  is  becanse  he  would  have  a  place  that  pleased  him ;  because,  according 
to  the  reflations,  all  men  travelling  under  escort  of  gendarmerie  must  travel  bv  rail. 

Th6  prison  of  Sarreguemines,  where  Francois  passed  two  days  and  two  nights,  is  a  civil 
prison,  receiving  military  men  passing  on,  but  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  imperial  ad- 
vocate; thus  it  is  explained  that  the  declarant,  although  arrested  simply  for  a  military 
offence,  would  have  been  searched  and  his  papers  temporarily  taken  from  him. 

In  fine,  arriving  at  Metz,  Fran9ois  was  regular! v  shut  up  in  the  military  prison  of  justice. 
As  he  says  himself,  he  was  there  subjected  to  the  rules,  as  other  prisoners ;  and  when  he 
adds  that  he  asked  in  vain  that  they  **  would  furnish,  at  his  expense,  something  he  could 
eat,'*  that  evidently  signifies  that  he  wanted  something  besides  ordinary  prison  fare.  This 
ordinary,  established  by  regulation  of  6th  Februarv,  1865,  consists  also  of  a  ration  of  meat 
and  a  good  soup  every  day,  and  may  be  improved  by  buying  in  the  kitchen  certain  provi- 
sions, the  sale  of  which  is  allowed. 

In  brief,  Mr.  Fran9ois,  who  was  used  to  comforts,  may  have  sufiered  more  than  another 
the  consequences  oi  his  arrest,  but  in  reality  was  not  the  victim  of  any  ill-treatment. 


Mr,  Bigelotc  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  312.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note,  this  day  received  from  the 
minister  of  foreign  afifairs,  in  farther  reply  to  my  last  communication  to  him  in 
reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Francis  Pierre.     Though  his  reply 
is  far  from  satisfactory,  I  snail  consider  the  correspondence  closed,  unless 
another  case  of  a  similar  character  is  reported  to  me,  which  I  think  is  not  very 
likely  to  occur.     In  a  conyersation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  upon  the  subject, 
a  few  days  since,  he  said  he  would  give  orders  to  have  the  inquiry  into  the 
genuineness  of  passports  and  papers  henceforth  made  more  promptly.     Mean- 
time if  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  liahle  to  conscription  in  Europe 
but  tor  their  naturalization,  could  be  notified  in  some  way  to  go  at  once,  upon 
their  arrival  in  France,  and  report  at  the  maire  of  the  district  in  which  their  ^ 
names  are  enrolled,  producing  their  evidences  of  nationality,  and  ask  to  have  ^ 
their  names  erased  from  the  conscription  list,  it  would  then  probably  be  their 
own  fault  if  they  experience  any  of  the  rigors  of  which  Pierre  complained. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasktTigton,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  Seward* 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  AprU  27,  1866. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  answer  the  letter  relating  to  Francois  Pierre,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  me  on  the  24th  of  this  month. 

From  the  information  furnished  me  by  the  minister  of  war,  it  appears  that  the  policemen 
who  arrested  Francois  Pierre,  not  being  empowered  to  decide  the  question  whether  or  not 
he  was  subject  to  military  service,  were  obliged  to  take  him  before  the  general  command- 
ing  the  division  of  Metz — accidents  of  the  journey,  such  as  damage  to  his  papers  by  bad  ' 
weather,  being  unavoidable,  the  department  is  not  responsible  for  them. 

The  treatment  of  the  pluntiff  in  the  prisons  of  Bitche,  Sarreguemines,  and  Metz,  of  which 
he  complains,  must  have  been  similar  to  that  of  the  other  convicts,  and  he  must  have 
wanted  something  more  tlum  the  ordinary  prison  fare,  which  he  did  not  get ;  and  this  is  the 
cause  of  his  complaint. 

But  these  details,  as  yon  must  acknowledge,  are  of  small  import;  the  chief  pomt  which 
you  specify,  and  I  agree  to,  is  to  determine  what  value  is  put  upon  an  American  passport  in 
France. 

In  regard  to  this,  you  state,  that  Fran9ois  Pierre,  proved  to  be  an  American  citizen  by  his 
papers,  was  arrested  and  treated  as  a  criminal,  without  the  form  of  a  proper  trial.        <_f 
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If  that  were  so,  I  would  be  the  first  to  say  with  you,  that  such  a  proceeding  is  inconsist- 
ent with  international  customs ;  but  the  case  is  somewhat  complicated. 

The  fact  is,  the  person  named  Francois,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  was  included  in  the  quota 
for  1849,  and  as  he  did  not  respond  to  the  summons,  he  has  been  considered  as  an  insubor- 
dinate since  the  year  1850.  Now,  when  Francois  came  back  to  France,  he  was  still  in  insu- 
bordination, and  as  guilty  of  that  offence,  he  was  arrested.  True,  he  was  the  bearer  of  an 
American  passport;  and  no  official  in  France  will  think  of  disputing  the  respect  due  to  it. 
If  Francois  had  been  an  American  by  birtb,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  under  other 
circumstances,  his  passport  would  certainly  have  protected  him  from  prosecution  for  the 
offence  in  question  ;  but  when  a  person  returns  to  his  native  country  with  foreign  naturaliza- 
tion papers,  it  is  not  just  to  lay  aside  his  nativity  and  admit  his  new  nationality  as  protect- 
ing nim,  by  a  retroactive  effect,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  law,  against  former  acts, 
and  particularly  against  offences  of  which  he  was  guilty,  a  Frenchman,  as  in  the  present 
case.  His  presence  in  his  native  country  obliges  him  to  explain  his  case  by  the  laws  of  the 
land ;  and  as  long  as  he  has  not  done  that,  he  is  considered  to  have  preserved  his  primi- 
tive citizenship. 

Now,  who  is  the  competent  judge  of  the  question  of  nationality?  The  government  of  the 
Emperor  has  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  discuss  that  point  with  the  United  States  le- 
gation. I  will  refer  in  particular  to  the  correspondence  of  1860,  with  Mr.  Faulkner,  your 
predecessor,  in  regard  to  Zeiter*s  case.  In  France  the  departments  have  no  right  to  judge 
of  cases  of  military  recruiting ;  that  jurisdiction  being  reserved  by  law  to  courts  of  justice. 
This,  so  far  from  offending  toreign  countries,  is  the  best  security  we  could  offer  against 
arbitrary  decisions.  »  ^ 

Such  is  the  justice  of  our  statutes,  and  it  l^ves  no  cause  of  action  to  the  departments. 

Fortunately,  difficulties  of  this  kind  do  not  often  occur ;  and  I  will  promise  to  use  all  the 
moderation  compatible  with  the  meaning  of  the  law  in  the  settlement  of  these  questions. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Monsieur  Btgelow, 

Minister  of  the  UniUd  States^  at  Paris. 


I: 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

b.  445.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  llth 
ultimo,  which  I  addressed  to  the  Hon,  William  Denniaon,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, in  reply  to  his  inquiry  for  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  offer  of  the  French 
government  of  their  line  of  steam  ocean  packets  to  convey  the  United  States 
mail  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  4«.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Dennison, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  11,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  jour  note  of  the  10th  of  April.  Bj  that  paper  I  am 
informed  that  the  general  post  department  of  France  has  advised  jou  that  the  service  of  tbe 
French  line  of  steam  ocean  packets,  running  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Matamoras,  touching 
at  Tampico,  will  be  extended  to  New  Orleans  on  or  after  tbe  11th  of  April  instant,  and  that 
the  employment  of  said  packets  on  the  line  from  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz  has  been  ten- 
dered to  your  department  for  the  trauRmission  of  such  correspondence  as  the  United  States 
may,  wiui  advantage,  forward  to  Mexico  by  that  route,  under  an  equitable  arrangement  for 
the  division  of  the  postage  thereon  between  the  two  governments. 

Tou  submit  to  me  the  question,  whether  there  is  any  political  objection  to  the  mrrtoig^ 
ment  which  has  thus  been  proposed  7 

Having  conferred  with  the  President,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that  a  Fren^  postal 
steam  vessel  running  between  the  porto  of  Matamoras  and  Vera  Cauz,  can  be  deemed  by 
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this  (i^ovemment  to  be  exercising  the  rights  of  war  ae  a  belligerent  aeainst  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  with  which  republic  tbe  United  States  are  maintaining  with  constancy  rela- 
tions of  friendship.    I  thinK,  therefore,  that  Mexico  will  have  ^ound  of  complaint  against 
the  United  States  if  the  arrangement  proposed  shall  be  carried  into  effect 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  William  Dennison,  Postmaster  General, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  450.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  4,  1866. 
Sir:  I  tranemit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note*  which,  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  I  addressed  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  French  troops. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Biqelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Bigehw* 

No.  452.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1866. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  April  10,  No.  299,  has  been  received.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  you,  on  the  27th  of  March 
last,  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  distribution,  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  Marseilles,  of  copies  of  a  publication  entitled  "  Laws 
(of  Congress)  for  encouraging  immigration  and  protection  of  passengers,"  &c. 

Your  despatch  is  accompanied  further  by  a  copy  of  your  reply  to  that  com- 
munication, and  by  various  documents  which  illustrate  the  subject  of  the  corre- 
spondence.    Your  reply  is  approved. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lnuys  very  rightly  observes  that  the  proceeding  of  the 
consul,  m  addressing  the  municipal  authorities  at  Marseilles,  was  iri*egular,  and 
that  propriety  required  that  he  should  give  you  information  of  the  doubts  which 
influenced  him  in  opening  this  correspondence.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very 
clear  that  the  error  committed  by  the  consul  was  inadvertent,  and  entirely  con- 
sistent with  a  just  respect  for  the  French  government.  We  are  under  obligation 
of  law  and  courtesy  to  refer  the  matter  of  emigration  to  the  laws  of  France. 

It  appears,  fi^m  the  communication  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  that  the  Em- 
peror tninks  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  authorize  the  distribution  of  publications, 
oy  the  consuls  of  the  United  States,  designed  to  show  the  advantages  which  our 
country  offers  to  emigrants. 

It  does  not  so  distinctly  appear,  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  communication, 
that  the  laws  of  France  authorize  the  government  to  disallow  snch  publication. 
He  may  well,  however,  have  understood  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  any  state- 
ment upon  that  point  to  you,  in  view  of  your  familiarity  with  the  laws  of  the 
empure.  You  will,  of  course,  inform  yourself  of  that  fact,  and  you  will  direct  the 
consuls  within  the  empire  to  retrain  from  any  proceeding  or  measure,  in  this 
respect,  which  is  objected  to  by  the  French  government,  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  France. 


For  enclosTure  see  correspondenoe  with  French  legation. 


Googk 
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The  bureau  of  immigration  here  will  be  apprised  of  the  instructions  given  to 
you  in  this  despatch,  and  may  be  expected  to  act  accordingly. 

You  may  communicate  the  views  herein  expressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  453.]  *       Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  recur  now  to  your  two  despatches  of  the  13th  of  April,  Nos.  302 
and  303. 

In  those  papers  you  have  given  us  an  account  of  your  intervention  in  the 
cases  of  George  Schneider,  J.  Baptiste  Cochener,  Francois  Pierre,  and  Frederick 
Todry,  severally.  Each  of  those  persons,  though  a  native  of  France,  was 
naturalized  in  the  United  States,  and  two  of  them  served  in  our  military  forces 
during  the  recent  war.  Each  of  them  having  returned  to  France,  bearing  a 
passport  of  this  government,  was  arrested,  cast  into  prison,  and  detained  a  painM 
period,  awaiting  trial  for  "  refractoriness"  against  conscription,  as  a  crime 
against  the  civil  laws  of  the  empire. 

Your  despatches  are  accompanied  with  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  subject  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  replies  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  were 
made  with  due  consideration,  and  in  a  becoming  and  friendly  spirit.  It  is  -also 
a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  all  the  pai*ties  were,  after  considerable  delays, 
released.  You  will,  if  opportunity  oflFers,  obtain  from  the  several  parties  such 
statements  as  will  enable  us  to  present  applications  in  their  behalf,  respectively, 
for  indemnity  for  losses  and  hardships,  if  there  shall  be  found  sufficient  merit 
to  support  such  a  measure. 

In  regard  to  the  general  subject  of  the  dishonor  in  France  of  our  passports 
of  naturalized  citizens,  the  President  thinks  it  desirable  that  you  should  solicit 
a  conference  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

In  such  a  conference,  you  may  say  to  him  that  we  appreciate  the  difficulties 
and  the  delicacy  of  a  conflict  between  immunities  demanded  by  the  passport 
and  the  laws  of  military  conscription.  We  have  encountered  the  emoarrass* 
ment  of  that  conflict  in  our  late  civil  war.  The  result  of  our  late  experience  is 
that  a  foreign  passport  may  be  safely  taken  as  furnishing  presumptive  evidence 
of  a  title  to  exemption  from  military  service,  so  long,  at  least,  as  the  govern- 
ment which  grants  the  passport  shall  be  found  to  be  acting  in  good  faith,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations. 

Second.  That  when  a  person  representing  himself  to  be  an  alien,  and  whether 
producing  a  passport  or  not,  is  conscripted,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  present  his 
claim,  with  evidence  in  its  support,  to  a  competent  military  tribunal,  by  which 
the  case  shall  be  heard  summarily ;  a  discharge  by  such  military  tribunal  to  be 
final.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  claim  of  an  alien  is  overruled  by  the  military 
tribunal,  then  the  discharge,  with  the  facts  relative  to  the  case,  shall  be  remitted 
to  the  minister  of  state  charged  with  the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs. 

At  every  stage  of  the  case  the  representatives  of  the  nation  whose  protectioxi 
is  invoked  are  allowed  to  intervene.  If  the  department  of  forei^  affairs  decides 
the  claim  of  alienage  to  be  well  taken,  the  conscript  is  immediately  released. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  claim  of  alienage  is  deniea  by  that  department,  then 
it  becomes  a  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  are  for- 
eigners, either  naturalized  or  unnaturalized.    They  came  to  p^  fronL.al)  the 
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nations  of  Europe,  as  well  as  from  American  states.  "We  raised  in  four  years, 
not  altogether  without  conscription,  armies  unparalleled  in  numerical  forces,  yet 
cases  of  injustice  and  hardship,  resulting  from  the  denial  of  justice  on  the  plea 
of  alienage,  are  believed  to  have  been  very  rare. 

You  will  submit  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in  a  friendly  manner  and  spirit, 
the  question,  whether  it  may  not  be  found  practicable  to  make  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  imperial  military  laws,  in  conformity  with  these  suggestions. 

All  the  rigor  of  invention,  all  the  resources  of  commerce,  and  all  the  influ- 
ences of  civilization,  combine  to  stimulate  intercourse  between  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  friendly  states.  Care  ought  to  be  taken  by  every  government  not  to 
obstruct  this  intercourse  unnecessarily,  or  to  suffer  occasions  for  the  wounding 
of  national  sensibilities  to  arise  where  they  can  be  prevented. 

I  feel  sure  that  the  enlightened  government  of  France  will  concur  in  these 
sentiments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  8fc„  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  316.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  reported  in  the  Paris  correspondence  of  some  of  the  conti^ 
nental  journals,  that  a  contract  had  been  entered  into  with  the  French  Trans- 
atlantic Steamship  Company  to  transport  such  Austrians  as  may  be  recruited 
under  the  supplementary  article  of  the  convention  of  Miramar,  from  Trieste  to 
Very  Cruz.  As  there  were  but  three  parties  with  which  such  a  contract  could 
have  been  entered  into,  Austria,  Mexico,  and  France;  as  Austria  would  not  be 
likely  to  make  a  contract  for  a  heavy  expenditure  in  an  enterprise  in  which  she 
had  no  corresponding  interest,  and  as,  if  she  had,  she  would  oe  more  likely  to 
employ  her  own  transports  than  those  of  a  foreign  state ;  and  finally,  as  Mexico 
is  notoriously  without  means  to  fulfil  her  part  of  such  a  contract,  I  inferred  that 
France  was  the  only  power  at  all  likely,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  to  spend 
any  money  in  providing  troops  for  the  occupation  of  Mexico.  My  suspicions 
were  so  much  strengthened  from  other  sources,  that  I  availed  myself  of  the  first 
suitable  opportunity  to  invite  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  these 
reports,  and  to  ask  what,  if  any,  credit  deserved  to  be  given  to  them.  His  ex- 
cellency replied  that  he  had  seen  it  stated  in  the  public  prints  that  the  Trans- 
atlantic Company  had  undertaken  the  transport  of  some  Austrians  to  Mexico, 
about  eleven  or  twelve  hundred,  he  thought,  but  he  understood  that  it  was  a 
private  conti*act  between,  Mexico  and  the  company.  He  could  not  say  positively, 
without  inquiring,  that  the  contract  had  not  passed  through  the  ministry  of 
marine,  but  he  thought  it  highly  improbable  that  a  siep  so  irregular  should  have 
been  taken  without  his  knowledge.  He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  note  of  the 
matter,  and  promised  to  let  me  know  the  result  of  his  inquiries.  Unless  I  have 
an  answer  shortly,  it  will  be  safe  to  infer  that  my  suspicions  were  well  grounded. 
Should  such  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  shall  consider  myself  instructed  by  your 
despatches  to  Mr.  Motley  (^  the  19th  March  and  6th  and  16th  of*  April  last, 
and  by  your  previous  despatches  to  our  consul  general  at  Alexandria,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  levy  of  Egyptian  troops  for  Mexico,  to  protest  against  any  farther 
steps  being  taken  to  execute  the  contract. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

20  D  c  ^"^'^^yf^^'  ^<"^*eton,D,  c.^g.,.^^^^^  Google 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr»  Bigelow. 

Ko.  459.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  now  received  your  confidential  note  of  the  27th  of  April,  which 
treats  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  France  with  Mexico. 

On  the  12th  of  February  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon, 
in  which,  by  the  President's  direction,  I  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Emperor  the  views  of  this  government  concerning  the  state  of  the  French  in- 
tervention. On  the  5th  of  April  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  replied  to  that  commu- 
nication, and  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  Emperor  would  withdraw  the  French 
troops  from  Mexico  in  three  parts,  the  first  to  leave  that  country  in  November, 
li66,  the  second  in  March,  1867,  and  the  third  in  November,  1867.  On  the 
25th  of  April  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  through  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  ac- 
cepting that  assurance. 

The  President  has  supposed  that  with  the  definitive  conclusion  of  the  arrange- 
ment for  evacuation  which  was  thus  made  in  that  correspondence,  the  anxiety 
prevailing  in  this  country  with  regard  to  the  French  intervention  in  Mexico  was 
brought  to  an  end,  and  that,  practically,  the  two  governments  might  come  at 
once  into  a  condition  of  harmony  upon  that  heretofore  embarrassing  subject. 
Recent  events,  however,  not  especially  significant  in  themselves,  have  reawak- 
ened the  concern  which  was  thus  supposed  to  have  been  put  at  rest.  The  jour- 
nals published  at  Havana  and  at  St.  Thomas  speak  of  tne  passage  of  steamers 
with  1,200  fresh  troops  from  France,  by  the  way  of  those  ports,  to  Vera  Cruz. 
From  a  creditable  source,  also,  we  hear  of  the  departure  of  300  troops  of  the  so- 
called  "foreign  legion"  from  St.  Nazaire,  on  the  16th  of  April,  for  Vera  Cruz. 

These  transactions  are  seized  upon  in  the  United  States  as  showing  that  the 
determination  of  France  to  evacuate  Mexico  is  not  fixed,  and  that  it  is  unsafe 
for  this  government  to  rely  upon  the  assurances  it  has  received  in  that  respect 
It  becomes  my  duty,  therefore,  to  inform  you  that,  without  important  excep- 
tions, the  whole  American  people  are  in  such  a  condition  of  disquiet  with  re- 
gard to  the  subject,  that  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  President 
if  Congress  should  adopt  some  proceeding  which  might  entirely  change  the  at- 
titude of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  refer  you  to  the  fact,  that  although  the  public  miud 
was  at  the  moment  reconciled  to  the  acceptance  of  the  engagement  between 
France  and  this  government,  yet,  it  waa,  nevertheless,  so  reconciled  only  by  the 
assurance  that  Austria  would  not  be  regarded  by  us  as  neutral,  if  she  should 
now  send  military  forces,  or  permit  them  to  be  sent  to  Mexico,  to  replace  the 
retiring  French  army.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  say  that  the  President  confides 
in  the  loyalty  of  France,  and  doeB  not  for  a  moment  allow  himself  to  apprehead 
that  the  Emperor,  by  sending  or  permitting  new  troops  to  go  forward  to  Mexico, 
intends  the  least  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  existing  engagement.  You  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  there  is  a  necessity  on  our  part  for  having  such  explana- 
tions as  will  enable  us  to  relieve  the  subject  from  all  uncertainty,  and  so  far  as 
possible  from  public  misapprehension,  with  as  little  delay  as  convenient. 

You  will  see  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  in  the  first  instance,  at  least  without 
a  formal  note,  ask  his  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  Mexican  question,  as  I 
have  herein  presented  it.  To  render  your  task  more  easy,  I  give  a  copy  of  this 
note  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  who  may  perhaps  write  upon  the  subject  to 
his  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  S^c. 
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Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  320  ]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  16,  1866. 
Si  R  :  I  translate  from  La  France,  of  last  evening,  tbe  following  announcement : 
"  The  embarcation  of  troops  of  Austrian  volunteers  for  Mexico  has  been  coun- 
termanded.    Those  enlisted  have  been  discharged,  and  the  majority  of  them 
have  been  enrolled  in  thiB  army  of  the  north." 

I  suppose  I  may  consider  this  paragraph,  in  a  semi-oflScial  paper,  as  practi- 
cally answering  Ihe  inquiry  which  I  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
on  Thursday  last,  and  as  finally  disposing  of  what  threatened  to  become  an 
unpleasant  complication. 

Apropos  of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  and  more  especially  of  the  latest  phase 
of  them,  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  annexed  extracts  from  the  Memorial 
Diplomatique,  semi-official,  and  from  the  t)ebats,  mild  opposition. 

General  Almonte,  who  was  appointed  to  replace  Mr.  Hidalgo  at  this  court  as 
the  representative  of  Mexico,  has  arrived. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D,  C. 


[From  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  May  13.] 

According  to  an  American  letter  published  in  the  Times,  the  minister  of  the  United  State 
at  Purls  recently  suggested  to  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries  that,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
the  mlUtaiy  reprisals  in  Mexico,  the  Juarez  government  should  be  informed  of  the  limit 
within  which  the  French  army  of  occupation  should  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
delivered  this  overture  for  the  reason  that  the  French  goveniment  had  no  means  of  commu- 
nication with  Juarez.  At  lengthj^.  Bigelow  offered  for  this  purpose  to  the  cabinet  of  the 
Tuileries  the  good  offices  of  his  government,  near  which  is  accredited  the  Juarist  agent,  Mr. 
Bomero. 

II  appears,  from  our  information,  that  what  there  may  of  truth  in  this  story  relates  to  the 
steps  formerly  taken  by  the  federal  cabinet  to  induce  France  to  demand  from  the  Mexican 
government  the  repeal  of  certain  decrees  concerning  the  Juarist  brigandage.  These  steps, 
and  the  reception  which  they  met  with  from  the  iftinister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France,  all  this 
is  found  at  length  in  the  Livie  Jaune  of  1866 ;  and  we  believe  that  no  later  incident  could 
have  changed  in  this  regard  the  rule  of  conduct  of  the  imperial  government. 


[From  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  May  13.] 

According  to  the  information  which  reaches  us  from  Vienna,  the  imperial  government  has 
had  no  difficulty  in  convincing  Mr.  Motley  that  Austria  has  no  intention  to  send  troops  to 
Mexico  to  replace ;  that  the  volunteers  in  c|uestion  cannot  be  considered  as  Austrian  solcfiers, 
as  it  is  of  their  own  accord  that,  ailer  having  fulfilled  their  military  obligations  in  their  own 
country,  they  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  to  form  an  iutegpral  portion  of 
the  Mexican  army. 

The  proof  that  this  incident  seems  to  have  been  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner  is,  that  the 
embarcation  of  one  thousand  Austrian  volunteers  was  to  take  place  the  10th  of  May  instant, 
at  Trieste,  where,  since  the  7th,  the  Tampico  has  been  lying  at  anchor— a  vessel  of  the 
Transatlantic  Company,  on  board  of  which  they  were  to  be  transported  to  Vera  Cruz. 


,  [From  the  Journal  des  Debate  of  May  14,  1866.] 

We  yesterday  called  attention  to  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Seward  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Vienna,  in  which  the  American  Secretary  of  State  protests  against  the  sending  of 
Austrian  volunteers  to  Mexico,  in  terms  whose  earnestness  every  one  can  appreciate.  The 
Constitutionnel  thinks  it  can  announce  this  morning  that  all  difficulties  ara  removed  in  the 
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matter,  and  that  the  explanations  given  by  the  Vienna  cabinet  have  fully  satisfied  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States,  so  that  a  first  detachment  of  1,000  volunteers  was  to  embark  on 
the  10th  May  at  Trieste,  for  Mexico.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  Constitutionnel  knows  nothing 
of  these  facts  of  itself,  but  gets  them  from  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  in  which,  for  our 
part,  \ve  are  far  from  having  absolute  confidence.  It  maj  be,  after  all,  that  Austria  has  not 
thought  prober  to  pay  attention  to  the  protest  from  Washing^ton,  although  she  has  at  this 
moment  affairs  enongh  on  hand  not  to  seek  for  new  ones.  We  shall  soon  know  if  it  is  true 
that  one  corps  of  volunteers  set  out  three  days  ago  for  Vera  Cruz,  on  board  the  Tampico ;  but 
even  if  this  fact  were  exact,  it  would  not  be  enough  to  prove  tha(  an  understanding  m  regard 
to  this  question  of  volunteers  exists  at  present  between  Austria  and  the  United  States.  The 
very  categoric  lan^uag^  of  Mr.  Seward  permits  us  to  doubt  this.  We  shall  wait,  therefore, 
until  the  texts  of  the  arrangements  concluded  between  the  two  governments  is  made  known 
to  us  before  we  believe  it,  by  the  ConstitutionnePs  leave,  which  indorses  statements  of  which 
it  has  no  proof  except  the  assertion  of  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  which  are  always  to  be 
received  with  caution. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigehw. 

No.  460.]  •  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
enclosing  a  passport  purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  the  governor  of 
Louisiana,  which  was  presented  at  the  legatiori  in  Paris  to  be  visaed.  Your 
proceedings  in  declining  to  recognize  th^  instrument  are,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
approved. 

The  governors  of  the  several  States  have  been  notified  by  circular  that  the 
granting  of  passports  by  them,  or  by  any  other  State  authorities,  is  in  contra- 
vention of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  that  such  instruments  will  not  be  recognized  by  this  department, 
or  by  the  governments  of  foreign  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
John  Big  blow.  Esq,,  ^.,  igc.,  fy:. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  328.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Farts,  May  31,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  despatch  No.  459,  marked  **  confidential,"  and  had  pro- 
posed to  discuss  its  contents  to-day  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  His 
excellency,  however,  had  received  a  summons  to  the  palace,  which  compelled 
him  to  terminate  his  reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps  abruptly.  He  remarked, 
with  a  smile,  as  1  entered,  that  he  knew  what  I  came  for — that  I  had  a  harsb 
message  to  him.  '*  Am  I  not  right  ?''  he  asked.  I  told  him  that  1  had  been 
instructed,  as  he  was  aware,  it  seemed,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  disquiet  which 
certain  reports  in  regard  to  the  transport  of  fresh  troops  from  different  quarters 
of  the  world,  to  Mexico,  had  occasioned  in  the  United  States,  and  I  expressed 
my  fear  that  these  reports,  unless  met  promptly  hy  some  satisfactory  assurances* 
might  develop  discussion  upon  another  theatre  imperfectly  informed  of  the 
actual  situation,  and  of  the  dispositions  of  the  imperial  government,  therebj 
aggravating  the  difficulties  with  which  both  governments  already  had  to  con- 
tend. I  then  said,  that  as  he  was  called  elsewhere,  I  would  wait  upon  him  at 
any  other  more  convenient  hour  that  he  would  name.  He  proposed  that  I 
should  call  again  on  Saturday  at  1 J  p.  m. ;  mean  time  he  wished  me  to  be 
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asBUiedy  as  he  bad  assured  me  on  sevei*al  previous  occasions,  that  the  troops 
reported  to  have  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz  were  to  replace  others  whose  terms  of 
service  had  expired,  and  in  numbers  less  rather  than  more  than  were  there 
before.  He  believed,  also,  that  the  orders  for  their  shipment  were  given  before 
the  proposed  recall  of  the  army  was  announced.  Upon  all  these  points  he 
expected  to  have  more  precise  information  from  the  minister  of  war  to  give  me 
on  Saturday.  As  I  was  going  out,  his  excellency  repeated  what  he  has  often 
said,  that  they  were  but  too  anxious  to  withdraw  their  troops  from  Mexico  ; 
that  they  would  be  withdrawn  certainly  not  later,  but  probably  sooner,  than  the 
time  proposed. 

I  tnen  took  my  leave  without  alluding  to  the  other  subjects  about  which  I 
Was  specially  instructed  to  confer  with  him. 

I  am,  sur,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Bigelmo  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  336.]  United  States  Legation, 

Paris,  June  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instruction  of  the  1st  of  May,  No.  444, 1  spoke 
to-day  with  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  relations  of 
Hayti  and  St.  Domingo,  and  of  the  recent  invocation  by  the  latter  of  foreign 
influence  to  secure  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  Hayti.  I  ascertained 
in  the  course  of  a  brief,  conversation  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  had  instructed 
the  French  agents  in  both  extremities  of  the  island  to  use  their  influence  in 
favor  of  estabushing  peaceM  and  friendly  relations  between  the  two  republics 
before  the  recent  circular  was  issued  by  St.  Domingo,  but  this  instruction  was 

feneral  in  its  character,  and  related  to  no  specific  proposal  from  any  quarter, 
gathered  from  what  he  said  that  it  was  written  not  long  after  the  flight  of 
SaJnave.  I  mentioned  that  we  had  received  the  same  circular  as  that  which  had  been 
addressed  to  the  consul  general  of  France,  and  I  asked  him  whether  he  thought 
the  counsel  of  foreign  powers  could  contribute  to  the  harmony  of  the  two  gov- 
ernments. He  said,  without  hesitation,  that  he  thought  it  could,  and  professed 
bis  readiness  to  unite  with  me  in  a  note  to  the  Haytian  government.  I  replied 
that  I  had  no  instructions  that  would  justify  me  in  taking  such  a  step,  and  if 
in  view  of  what  he  had  said  my  government  should  think  it  worth  while  to  co- 
operate, that  the  separate  and  independent  action  of  the  governments  addressed 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  most  efficacious.  He  assented  to  the  propriety  of  this 
suggestion,  at  the  same  time  assuring  me  of  his  readiness  to  co-operate  jointly 
or  separately,  and  with  or  without  pressure,  to  procure  the  recognition  of  the 
Pominican  republic  by  Hayti,  and  the  restoration  of  harmony  between  their 
respective  governments. 

I  declined  to  embrace  his  proposal  to  make  a  joint  note — ^first,  of  course,  be- 
cause I  had  no  instructions  that  would  have  authorized  such  a  step,  and  sec- 
ondly, because  I  did  not  suppose  that  even  in  that  indirect  way  would  the  United 
States  countenance  the  interference  of  France  with  the  political  administration 
of  any  American  state. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  vej^  obedient, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  r^  A 
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Mr.  Bigelaw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  337.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  following  paragraph  appeared  last  evening  in  the  columns  of  La 
France : 

[Translation.] 

<*  The  Presse,  of  Vienna,  publishes  despatches  from  Paris,  announcing  that 
the  emperor  of  l^Iexico  demands  the  financial  support  of  France,  and  threatens 
to  abdicate  if  he  does  not  obtain  it. 

"  It  sajs,  also,  that  the  French  government  is  determined  to  reject  the  de- 
mand, and  has  sent  instructions  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  forbidding  him  to  call  a 
free  election,  in  case  of  Maximilian's  abdication. 

"  We  leave  the  responsibility  of  this  news  to  the  Free  Presse ;  for  it  must 
be  accepted  with  certain  reserve,  on  account  of  its  importance.'' 

I  spoke  of  this  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to-day,  and  asked  if  the  facts  wap- 
ranied  any  such  statement.  He  smiled  and  said,  that  France  did  not  mean  to 
place  any  more  money  in  Mexico ;  that  they  had  invested  all  they  ever  meant 
to  in  that  quarter.  I  asked  about  the  threat  of  abdication  imputed  to  Maxi- 
milian. The  " France,"  he  replied,  "is  a  little  too  advanced — a  little  rash." 
"  Then  he  has  not  held  out  any  such  threats,"  I  asked.  "  No,  not  that  we  have 
heard  of,"  was  the  reply ;  "  but,"  he  added,  "  while  we  are  asking  questions,  what 
may  Santa  Anna  be  about  in  New  York  ?"  I  replied  that  I  had  not  a  particle 
of  information  upon  the  subject,  nor  could  I  gather  nourishment  for  a  good 
suspicion  upon  the  subject;  that  his  name  had  not  once  been  mentioned  in  my 
correspondence  from  tnfe  State  Department,  and  I  had  been  able  to  derive  no 
distinct  impressions  from  my  private  correspondence  or  from  the  press.  I  sug- 
gested that  the  name  of  Santa  Anna  had  occurred  to  me  at  one  time  as  a  ter- 
Hum  quid,  with  which,  perhaps,  the  French  government  might  make  a  transac- 
tion, in  case  Maximilian  failed  finally  to  make  himself  acceptable  to  the  Mexican 
people,  but  as  yet  I  saw  no  evidence  of  his  having  the  necessary  prestige  among 
the  Mexicans  for  such  a  role.  He  assented  to  that  view  of  Santa  Anna's  posi- 
tion, and  then  the  conversation  on  the  subject  of  Mexico  dropped. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Department  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  338.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  important  debate  wliich 
occurred  yesterday  in  the  Corps  Legislatif  in  reference  to  the  new  attitude  assumed 
by  France  towards  Mexico.  The  budget  was  under  discussion,  and  Mr.  Jules 
Favre  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  arraign  the  government  for  its  disastrous 
financiering  in  Mexico,  and  to  compare  the  position  of  France,  as  revealed  by  the 
correspondence  recently  communicated  to  the  Chambers,  with  that  which  she 
occupied,  according  to  the  government  orators  and  the  official  press,  a  year  ago. 
Mr.  Favre  concluded  by  inquiring  of  the  orator  for  the  government,  Mr.  Rouher, 
whether  it  would  be  safe  to  wiUidraw  a  part  only  of  the  French  army  from 
Mexico,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  more  prudent  to  withdraw  them  all  in  a  body. 

Mr.  Rouher  made  no  reply.    The  government  declined  to  enter  into  any  diifr- 
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CTiseion  of  the  subject  A  sort  of  defence  of  the  government  was  attempted  by 
M.  Jerome  David/  a  reputed  son  of  the  late  Prince  Jerome  Bonaparte,  which 
relationship  gave  to  his  remarks  their  principal  importance  perhaps.  He  closed 
with  a  timidly  phrased  sort  of  warning  to  the  United  States  not  to  tread  upon 
the  heels  of  flie  retiring  army  of  occupation,  which  was  the  only  part  of  his  dis- 
course of  special  significance. 

A  translation  of  the  debate,  from  the  Moniteur,  and  a  copy  of  the  yellow-book 
containing  the  promised  continuation  of  the  correspondence  on  Mexican  affairs, 
submitted  a  few  days  since  to  the  Corps  Legislatif,  accompany  this  despatch. 
This  latter  document  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  limited  amount  of  informa- 
tion on  the  Mexican  question  which  it  adds  to  the  stock  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  public. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ^  Washingtonf  D.  G. 


[Extract  from  the  Moniteur  Umversel  of  June  14,  1866.— Translation.] 

-     Corps  Legislatif,  Sitting  of  Wednesday,  June  13,  1S66. 

M.  JULBS  Favre.  The  distribution  recently  made  to  the  Chamber  of  documents  calcu- 
lated to  enlighten  us  on  the  subject  of  our  real  position  in  Mexico,  imposes  upon  us  the  duty 
of  examining,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  that  particular  point,  into  the  action  of  government,  and 
into  the  resolution  which  it  intends  to  adopt. 

This  duty  is  the  more  stringent  since  (he  serious  agitation  in  Europe,  which  is  pointed  out 
to  us,  may  lead  to  complicatioUs  in  which  our  honor,  our  security,  and  our  peace  would  be- 
come immediately  ipvolved.  It  is  therefore  indispensable  that^we  should  know  what  course 
is  to  be  pursued  in  an  expedition  which  mifi^ht,  in  case  of  a  conflict  on  the  continent,  have 
such  serious  consequences.  For  my  part  I  have  no  need,  in  the  observation  which  I  ask  the 
Chamber  to  kindly  listen  to,  to  inquire  into  all  the  facts,  to  examine  all  the  difficulties  aris- 
ing from  that  great  expedition.  I  nave  several  times  had  occasion  to  express  my  views  in 
that  respect,  and  those  views  have  not  changed.  The  time  does  not  seem  to  me  to  have 
yet  arrived  for  telling  the  whole  truth.  .  WhUe  our  troops  are  yet  engaged  in  Mexico  we 
must,  gentlemen,  restrain  the  judgment  which  our  conscience  shall  oblige  us  to  pass,  basing 
ourselves  upon  the  sentiment  and  the  conscience  of  the  Chamber. 

All  that  appears  to  me  opportune  and  politic  to  do  for  the  present  is  to  examine,  in  a  few 
words,  what  has  been  done  since  we  parted,  and  what  remains  for  us  to  do.  Now  the  solu- 
tion presented  by  the  government,  altnough  resembling  those  which  we  have  constantly  ad- 
vocated, cannot,  under  present  circumstances,  meet  with  our  full  approval.  They  cannot 
receive  our  approval  for  reasons  which  can  be  easily  understood ;  for  reasons  which  are  jus- 
tified by  the  painful  comparison  of  the  documents  submitted  to  us  with  the  former  declaration 
of  the  government 

You  will  remember  the  pride  impressed  in  these  declarations,  to  which  you  have  so  often 
paid  the  homa^  of  vour  applause ;  how  the  speeches  pronounced  in  this  hall  were  full  of 
pompous  promises ;  how  those  who  dared  to  deny  the  hopes  of  which  Messrs.  the  ministers 
were  the  non-responsible  editors,  [laughter  around  the  speaker,]  were  called  pessimists, 
peevish  narfow-minds,  incapable  of  understanding  vast  designs  or  generous  thoughts. 

Alas,  gentlemen .'  the  truth  which  government  now  reveals  to  us  overthrows  all  these  sad 
fictions. 

I  have  said  that  I  would  be  moderate.  I  shall  keep  my  word,  and  I  do  so  when,  ca^^r^ng 
my  eyes  over  the  documents  distributed  to  yon,  I  discard  the  first  of  them ;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
the  only  manner  of  treating  it  in  a  French  Chamber  is  to  say  nothing  about  iL  [Disturbance.  ] 

M.  Granier  de  Cassaonac.  I  demand  the  floor. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  Yet,  gentlemen,  the  government  has  beonoiuder  the  painful  necessity 
of  accepting  that  document  and  of  declaring  that,  in  view  of  the  injunction  it  contains,  we 
should  leave  Mexico. 

It  has  done  more ;  it  has  made  on  that  question  unexpected  revelations  which,  all  at  once, 
have  cast  upon  the  whole  situation  a  very  di£ferent  light  from  that  under  which  it  had  here- 
tofore been  presented. 

In  fact,  as  yon  will  remember,  gentlemen,  since  that  expedition  was  commenced  yon  were 
incessantly  foretold  not  only  that  our  arms  would  be  successful,  but  also  that  the  undertaking 
would  prove  a  complete  success  in  a  political  point  of  view.  Yet  I  may  assert,  with  full 
confidence  that  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  if  the  adhesion  of  the  Chamber  was  obtained,. as  I 
deeply  regret  that  it  was,  it  was  obtained  never  by  telling  the  truth.  [Approbation  around 
the  Speaker.    Strong  murmurs  on  the  benches  of  the  migority.  ] 
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I  will  not  enter  npon  this  point  into  an  examination  which  I  have  from  the  first  declared 
to  be  nntimelj.  You  remember  the  declarations  of  the  honorable  minister  of  state  con- 
cerning the  relations  of  France  with  Maximilian  when  a  convention  was  binding:  them  to 
each  other ;  you  remember  the  bulletins  succeeding  each  other  every  fortnight,  and  in  which 
you  were  always  told  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Mexicans  for  their  new  sovereign,  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  latter,  both  in  a  financial  and  in  a  political  point  of  view,  of  the  desertion  of  all 
the  bands  which  opposed  the  raising  of  his  throne.  These  things  shall  find  their  place  in 
another  discussion,  which  we  now  reserve,  and  to  remain  true  to  what  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  say  to  you,  I  shall  merely  examine  the  feu^ts  as  set  ioiih  in  official  declarations  nearest  us, 
as  they  date  firom  last  year. 

Weil,  at  that  time,  when  we  ventured  to  express  our  disapprobation  and  our  mistrust,  we 
were  proudly  answered  that  the  policy  we  were  attacking  was  far  above  our  views ;  that  it 
was  tne  proudest  jewel  in  the  crown  of  the  sovereign ;  that  the  glory  of  France,  radiating 
even  to  America,  would  establish  upon  these  far-off  shores  a  civilization  which  we  would 
have  cause  to  be  proud  of,  and  M.  the  minister  of  state,  in  the  sitting  of  January  27,  1664, 
summed  up  all  his  views  in  these  eloquent  words : 

**  And  now  let  me  express  my  whole  thought.  Passions  shall  subside,  the  remembrance 
of  the  money  questions  disappear  in  the  impulse  of  public  prosperity,  truth  become  free 
from  its  present  shackles,  the  day  of  posterity  shall  come.  Then,  if  anpr  one  looks  over  our 
old  debates,  and  our  antiquated  quarrels,  and  takes  up  the  pen  of  the  historian,  he  will  say, 
that  one  was  a  man  of  genius,  who,  in  spite  of  opposition,  obstacles,  and  doubts,  had  the 
courage  to  open  to  the  nation  of  which  he  was  the  cnief  new  sources  of  prosperity." 

And  the  Moniteur  testifies  that  this  passage  was  recei^^d  with  applause.  [Smiles  around 
the  speaker.  ] 

**  He  was  the  apostle  of  a  daring  but  far-seeing  and  wise  policy,  who  did  not  confine  his 
views  to  the  present  generation ;  he  understood  both  his  time  ana  the  future,  who  saw  that 
the  European  equilibrium  rests  no  longer,  as  it  formerly  did,  on  the  Alps  or  the  Pyrenees/ 
the  Yistula  Or  tne  Black  sea — [we  find  it  so  now,  unfortunately] — ^but  that  it  embraces 
the  whole  world,  and  that  such  great  interests  should  be  the  object  of  the  care  of  France, 
however  far  the  French  flag  may  have  to  go  to  protect  them. 

'*  Tes,  that  shall  be  a  page  of  glorv,  and  the  writer  of  it  shall  say,  like  the  sovereign  when 
speaking  to  (he  assembled  nation,  the  distant  expeditions,  commenced  for  the  purpose  of 
avenging  our  honor  have  terminated  in  the  triumph  of  our  interests.^ 

And  the  Moniteur  here  also  testifies  that  the  words  of  the  minister  were  received  with  pro- 
longed applause. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  history,  as  written  by  the  bold  and  confident  hand  of  Mr.  the  minister 
of  state. 

By  the  side  of  this  document  is  another  of  no  less  importance.  At  the  opening  of  our 
labors  the  Emperor  pronounced  these  words  in  reference  to  Mexico : 

**  In  Mexico  the  new  throne  is  becoming  consolidated,  the  country  is  getting  pacified,  its 
immense  resources  are  developing ;  these  are  the  happy  results  of  the  courage  of  our  sol- 
diers, the  good  sense  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  the  intelligence  and  energy  of  its  sove- 
reign." 

These  words  find  their  confirmation  in  some  lines  of  the  **  Expose  of  the  situation  of  the 
Empire,"  where  I  read : 

*'  The  results  obtained  by  our  expedition  to  Mexico  in  1862  and  1863  have,  in  1864,  re- 
ceived a  solemn  confirmation.  Unoer  the  shadow  of  the  French  flag  a  regular  government 
has  been  established  in  that  country,  devoted  for  over  fifty  years  to  anarchy  and  internal 
dissensions.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  July  Emperor  Maximilian  has  taken  pos- 
session of  the  throne,  and  supported  by  an  army,  is  prepanng  in  security  an  era  of  peace  and 
prosperity  for  his  new  country." 

I  acknowledge,  however,  that  this  concert  of  praise  was  disturbed  by  a  voice  which,  on 
this  question,  had  great  authority.  It  was  that  of  a  warrior  who  haa  led  our  victorious 
armies  in  Mexico.    He  said  to  the  Senate,  in  the  discussion  of  the  address  of  March  11, 1865 : 

'*  Yes,  unfortunately,  everything  is  to  be  done  over  again  in  Mexico.  The  moral  sense 
there  is  thoroughly  perverted ;  there  is  no  lon^r  any  administration,  nor  justice,  nor  army, 
nor  national  spirit ;  we  may  almost  say  there  is  no  longer  anything",;: 

A  MEMBER.  But  robbers. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  These  words  are  not  veiy  reassuring. 

It  is  true  that  the  honorable  marshal  added : 

**  But  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  nation ;  at  the  bottom  they  are  good,  they  are  generous, 
they  have  the  proud  and  noble  feeling  of  the  people  from  whom  they  are  descended — of  the 
Castilians,  the  proud  Castilians ;  I  therefore  do  not  in  the  least  despair  of  that  country." 

These,  gentlemen,  were,  so  to  speak,  attenuating  circumstances  granted  to  Mexico;  it  was 
forgiven  on  account  of  the  generosity  of  its  character.  The  honorable  marshal  permitted 
himself  to  be  carried  away  by  a  feeling  of  patriotic  indulgence  towards  that  country  which, 
however,  he  condemned  in  that  severe  judgment  that  it  was  lacking  in  moral  sense,  had  no 
iustice,  no  army,  no  nationality,  and  that  where  there  was  nothing,  one  was  trying  to  estab- 
lish  something. 

Such  was  the  appearance  of  things  In  1865.    Tet  you  know,  gentlemen,  J^t  at  thai  Ume 
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there  was  a  shadow  over  the  picture,  and  that  shadow  was  the  veiy  finance  question  which 
disturbed  many  serious  minds. 

Indeed,  if  Mexico  appeared  drifting  with  irresistible  enthusiasm  towards  Maximilian's 
throne,  that  enthusiasm  was  exceedingly  costly ;  for,  during  the  years  1864  and  1865,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  were  absorbed.  This  was  not  enough ;  two  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  more  were  asked  for ;  and  you  have  not  forgotten,  gentlemen,  the  discussion  whidot 
arose  upon  this  point  about  the  loan  of  which  the  goremment  became  the  official  sponsor. 
We  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  to  the  portentous  conditions  under  which 
this  loan  was  presented. 

Aside  from  all  political  considerations,  and  from  those  higher  motives  which  political  men 
should  always  seek  in  the  eternal  right,  because  the  gi*eat  of  this  world  can  never  disregard 
it  without  meeting  the  day  when  they  have  to  reckon  with  those  whose  rights  have  been  in- 
jured, aside,  I  repeat  it,  from  these  higher  considerations,  we  ask,  is  it  possible  that  a  loan 
solicited  under  so  disadvantageous  and,  we  may  say,  scandalous  conditions,  could  succeed  7 
What !  the  lottery  system  is  restored !  The  coarsest  bait  is  made  use  of  to  attract  the  confi-  • 
deuce  of  those  who  would  gladly  invest  their  money  elsewhere ;  and  you  permit  such 
things ;  do  you  not  comprehend  the  danger  7  do  you  not  see  that  Mexico  borrows  at  such 
high  rates  only  because  it  is  sure  never  to  pay  7 

At  that  moment,  near  the  place  which  I  have  the  honor  to  fill  in  this  hall,  arose  one  of 
our  honorable  colleagues.  His  was  an  exceptional  position.  I  admit  he  had  received  from 
government  a  special  mission  which  he  had  faithfully  accomplished ;  he  knew  Mexico  much 
better  than  most  of  us ;  he  had  a  right  to  speak,  and  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that 
his  words  fell  upon  the  majority  in  the  Chamber  like  a  sort  of  soothing  dew  after  a  great 
.  heat.  All  difficulties  appeared  to  vanish,  and  under  the  spell  of  the  picture  drawn  by  our 
honorable  colleague,  nothing  could  be  more  guilty  or  more  unjust  than  the  distrust  of  those 
who  would  not  believe  in  the  prosperity  of  Mexico. 

Such,  gentlemen,  were  the  circumstances  under  which  the  loan  was  contracted,  and  I 
shall  have  occasion  in  a  moment  to  refer  to  them  again. 

This  occurred  in  1865,  in  the  month  of  April,  and  during  the  whole  of  1865— you  have  not 
forgotten  it — every  fortnight  the  Moniteur  brought  us,  not  official  documents ;  we  always 
asked  for  those  official  documents ;  we  asked  for  an  official  statement  of  the  number  of  men 
in  Mexico— of  the  wounded  and  the  killed ;  we  asked  for  it  in  the  name  of  their  families, 
which  certainly  have  some  right  to  care  for  the  blood  of  their  children,  and  never  obtained 
any  satisfaction ;  no  official  bulletin  was  ever  published  in  the  Moniteur.  The  Moniteur, 
like  a  historiogrsrpher,  who  can  dispose  of  the  events  which  he  relates,  merely  presented  to 
QS  at  the  arrival  ot  every  steamer  statements  of  which  this  is  the  faithful  resume:  **  Every- 
thing is  pacified ;  but  wherever  we  are  not,  dissidents  are  found  whom  it  is  necessary  to 
pursue.  The  popularity  of  Maximilian  is  increasing  in  an  unexpected  proportion ;  yet  our 
troops  are  obligea  to  have  partial  fights,  and  are  always  on  the  alert.** 

Tet  these  bmletins  paled  for  an  instant  before  the  magnitude  of  a  new  fact  proclaimed  by 
the  Moniteur,  and  which  was  of  extreme  importance.  On  the  2d  of  October,  1865,  says  the 
correspondence  of  Emperor  Maximilian,  Juarez  has  left  Mexico,  and  the  new  sovereign, 
taking  this  time  full  possession  of  the  power  intrusted  to  him,  mentions  to  his  peof^e  thia 

great  and  beneficial  news ;  hereafter  he  will  have  no  opponent ;  he  i&  indeed  the  legitimate 
ead  of  the  imperial  monarchy,  and  is  going  to  prove,  you  shall  see  in  what  manner. 

**They  write  from  New  York,  [it  is  the  Moniteur  from  which  I  quote,]  in  spite  of  the 
activity  of  the  Jtiarist  emissaries  in  our  city,  the  cause  of  the  ex-president  may  now  be 
considered  as  entirely  lost.  Official  news  immcidiately  published  in  all  our  papers  announces 
that  Juarez  has  left  the  territory  of  Mexico,  entered  upon  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  abandoned  his  cause. 

'*  Hardly  had  this  news  been  confirmed  by  this  moming*s  papers,  when  the  steamers  from 
Havana,  which  arrived  this  afternoon,  brought  to  us  the  news  which  reached  that  port  on 
the  12th  instant,  by  the  packet  La  France,  that  Emperor  Maximilian  in  his  proclamation 
dated  October  2d,  [I  beg  you  will  not  forget  that  date,]  officially  announced  that  Don 
Benito  Juarez,  after  a  long  struggle,  had  been  compelled  to  yield  to  the  national  will,  and 
to  leave  Mexico.** 

Gentlemen,  how  will  the  Emperor  Maximilian  celebrate  this  great  event  which  liberates 

-  his  country,  since  Mexico  was  always  represented  to  us  as  bowed  under  the  tyranny  or 

rather  under  the  shadow  of  tyranny  of  Juarez — a  ghost  whom  it  took  four  years  to  lay  7 

[Disturbance.]    How  will  he  manifest  his  joy  in  announcing  that  whosoever  henceforth 

may  resist  him  shall  be  put  to  death  7 

M.  Glais-Bezoin.  That  was  his  gift  for  the  joyous  event  of  his  accession. 

M.  Jules  Favrb.  Here  is  the  end  of  the  sentence,  and  the  Chamber  must  permit  me  to 
read  it: 

(*  *  *  «  j^^  ^^^  IIjq  robbers  who  claim  still  to  be  his  adherents  shall  be  outlawed 
and  treated  as  bandits.    •    <•    *    " 

And  the  Moniteur  considers  this  news  as  so  important  that  it  recommends  it  to  its  readerst 

You  know,  gentlemen,  that  tins  recommendation  in  the  Moniteur  is  particularly  intended 
for  those  who  do  not  read  it  [laughter  around  the  speaker]  for  all  Europe,  in  order  that  the 
opinion  of  the  government  on  this  or  that  event  may  be  thoroughly  known.  (^qOqIc 
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I  continae : 

"The  correspondence  dated  New  York,  October  23,  which  we  publish  below,  gives  veiy 
interesting  details  on  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  the  United  States  in  relation  to  Mexico." 

Well,  these  facts  given  by  the  official  organ  are  incorrect ;  we  must  except  the  proclama- 
tion of  Maximilian,  and  the  gentleness  of  his  august  mercj  to  those  who  take  up  arms 
against  him.  These  things,  gentlemen,  are  unfortunately  tnie,  and  history  will  recora  them. 
But  what  was  not  true,  was  that  the  country  had  never  ceased  to  be  full  of  disaffected  per- 
sons. The  Juarez  proclamation  was  dated  October  2, 1 865.  On  the  16th  of  November,  Marshal 
Bazaine  wrote  to  M.  Riva  Palacio,  general-in-chief  of  the  central  Juarist  army,  asking  for 
an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  do  not  present  the  expressions  of  that  letter  to  the  Chambers,  as 
that  is  useless ;  but  they  show  that  toe  state  of  war  was  still  continued,  although  officially, 
and  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  which  may  still  believe  in  the  veracity  of  the  Moniteur,  the  end 
of  it  had  been  announced.  In  1865,  in  the  month  of  November,  the  struggle  was  still 
going  on,  and  the  loan  had  been  contracted,  and  on  the  strength  of  one  of  us  who  had 
voucued  for  these  assertions^ — on  the  strength  of  the  words  of  the  minister  who  bad  endorsed 
them — the  money  of  Fi*ance  had  come  out  of  the  family  chests  to  be  swallowed  up  in  that 
Mexican  disaster,  which  I  shall  show  up  to  you  in  a  moment,  with  the  authority  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

And  in  September,  1865,  things  had  reached  such  a  pass  that  had  250  millions  been  sub- 
ecribed  in  France  and  elsewhere,  thanks  to  the  bait  of  these  500,000  francs  lotteries  paraded 
before  the  eyes  of  the  poor  people  whom  they  dazzle,  our  country  people  would  still  not  hav« 
received  the  indemnity  due  them.  It  is  not  irrelevant  to  recall  that,  as  shall  be  hereafter 
established,  as  has  been  already  shown  before  you,  at  the  start  the  amount  claimed,  justified 
and  recognised  in  a  synallagmatic  contract  between  Mexico  and  France,  amounted  to  750,000 
francs. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  what  has  been  stated  in  this  very  place,  and  was  not  contradicted  by 
the  ministers,  for  it  was  based  upon  official  documents ;  there  are  four  millions  of  hypothetic 
claims,  which  afterwards  rose  to  twelve  millions,  and  later  still  reached  sixty  millions:  they 
grew  with  the  insolvency  of  the  debtor,  as  is  always  the  case;  but  down  to  ^ptember,  1865, 
nothing  was  settled  ;  perhaps  the  Jecker  bonds,  [laughter  and  approbation  around  the 
speaker,  ]  I  do  not  know,  and  if  I  am  ignorant  on  that  point  it  is  not  my  fault — it  is  the  fault 
of  the  government ;  for  everywhere  outside  of  these  walls  we  are  told,  and  we  are  shown 
documents  which  might  prove,  that  that  scandalous  affair  which  I  had  the  honor  of  exposing 
in  the  Chamber  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  cares,  I  will  not  say  of  government,  but  of  the 
traders.     [Noisy  interruptions  and  lively  disclaimers.] 

His  Excellency  M.  Rouher,  Secreta^  of  State.  You  should  not  employ  your  talents  in 
spreading  such  calumnies. 

Mr.  Jules  Favre,  Well,  in  the  month  of  September  our  countrymen  had  not  yet  been  in- 
demnified. 

Among  the  documents  distributed  to  us  is  a  despatch  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention. 
I  repeat,  we  are  at  the  month  of  September.  In  the  month  of  September  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded by  which  the  indemnities  to  be  granted  to  our  countrymen  were  to  be  regulated ; 
they  are  to  accept  the  reduced  amount  of  forty  millions. 

Indeed,  gentlemen,  in  my  opinion  those  figures  are  much  above  their  real  claims.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  these  fortv  millions  never  went  into  their  hands  ;  the  commission  may  or 
may  not  have  received  them.  I  don't  know  about  that ;  still  I  doubt  its  having  received 
them,  for  these  forty  millions  are  forty  millions  in  paper,  and  in  paper  on  an  empty  treasury. 
The  government  will  tell  us  about  it.  But  at  any  rate,  gentlemen,  if  a  settlement  was 
arrived  at  in  September  and  in  December,  1865,  it  was  not  out  of  regard  to  the  principal ;  it 
was  because  it  became  indispensable  that  these  claims  should  be  regulated  ior  the  very 
reason  that  it  was  our  right  and  our  duty  to  demand  it  of  the  government  that  thev  should 
be.  I  find  in  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Dane,  charge  d'affiiires  of  France  in  Mexico,  dated  Decem- 
ber 28,  1865,  on  page  30,  an  account  of  the  resistance  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  who 
wished  very  much  not  to  settle  that  chum.  The  despatch  informs  us  by  what  decisive 
reasons  he  was  induced  to  do  it. 

**  I  met  at  first  with  very  strong  opposition,"  says  Mr.  Dano.  **  The  emperor  and  Mr. 
Castillo  claimed,  which  is  true,  that  the  surrender  of  similar  bonds  of  the  second  loan  in  Um 
place  of  bonds  of  the  first  would  be  more  disadvantageous  for  the  Mexican  treasury — the  con- 
version"— [this  relates  to  the  conversion  into  bonds  according  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
government] — **  the  conversion  and  the  establishment  of  premiums  having  led  to  rather  con- 
siderable outlays."  And  the  charge  d'affaires  adds :  '^However,  I  became  so  pressing  that  I 
gained  my  cause  the  very  next  day.  I  made  them  understand  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
and  his  government  must  be  put  in  a  position  to  declare  to  the  French  Chambers  that  the 
question  of  claims  is  finally  settled." 

Your  power,  therefore,  gentlemen,  still  amounts  to  something  !  [Approbation  around  the 
speaker.]  At  least  so  thought  Mr.  Dano  on  the  28th  of  December,  1865,  and  it  was  one  of 
ihe  levers  with  which  the  resistance  of  our  debtor  was  overcome.  The  forty  millions  were 
thus  devoted  to  our  countrymen ;  but  are  those  forty  millions,  gentlemen,  of  a  nature  to  ibily 
remove  their  fears  ? 

Here  arises  a  question  which  the  government  has  settled  in  so  clear  a  maimer  that  I  abould 
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weaken  the  argnment  I  have  to  offer  yon  if  I  were  to  omit  presentinffTon  its  yery  words* 
Mr.  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  as  a  watchful  gnardian  of  the  French  interests,  ex- 
perienced a  Tory  natural  feeling  of  displeasure  on  hearing  of  any  cnrtailment  of  claims  re- 
cognized by  treaties. 

fiut,  gentlemeUf  he  invites  the  representatives  of  France  in  Mexico  not  to  be  too  hard  to 
please.  The  circumstances  are  such,  the  debtor's  position  is  so  alarming,  that  one  must 
take  what  one  can  get ;  and  here  is  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  says  on  the  14th  of  January,  1866: 

**Our  expedition  had  originally  for  its  sole  object  to  follow  np  the  adjustment  of  our 
claims  and  the  amends  to  be  made  to  our  countrymen.  If  we  have,  however,  thought  it 
useful  to  lend  our  aid  to  the  efforts  of  a  nation  desirious  of  the  restoration  of  order  and  pros- 

Serity  under  a  regular  government ;  if  our  legitimate  interest  led  us  to  assist  the  prince  who 
evoted  himself  to  that  ^nerous  undertaking,  oar  co-operation  had  still  to  be  restricted 
within  settled  limits,  which  the  convention  oiMiramar  had  for  its  object  to  determine.  The 
reciprocal  arrangements  stated  in  that  act  have  settled  the  measure  and  the  conditions  in 
which  the  French  forces  might  be  employed  to  strengthen  a  friendly  government.  It  were 
useless  to  insist  upon  the  motives  which  place  the  court  of  Mexico,  in  spite  of  the  upright- 
ness of  its  intention,  in  the  recognized  impossibility  of  henceforth  fulfilling  those  conditions.*' 

As  for  me,  gentlemen,  it  seems  to  me,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  would  be  very  opportune  to 
know  those  causes,  since  our  interest  is  so  closely  connected  with  them.  But  I  am  willing 
to  accept  for  the  discussion  the  restrictions  of  Mr.  the  minister  of  foreign  afEsdrs,  and  I  pro- 
ceed :  • 

"  On  the  one  hand  any  appeal  to  credit  would  be  useless.  On  the  other  we  cannot,  de- 
parting from  the  conditions  agreed  upon,  assume  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  Mexican  gov* 
ernment,  providing  with  our  army  tor  its  defence,  and  with  our  finances  for  its  administra- 
tion." 

What  a  marvellous  result  of  the  confidence  which  surrounded  that  prince,  of  the  assist- 
ance given  him  by  France,  of  those  four  hundred  millions  procured  by  the  loan  and  swal- 
lowed up  by  that  ruinous  sovereignty  !  We  are  obliged  to  uphold  him  with  our  blood,  to 
pay  his  army,  and  to  pay  his  internal  administration,  else  he  aisappears !  And  that  also  is 
said  by  Mr.  the  minister  in  his  despatch  of  the  following  day,  January  15,  1866,  which  is  no 
less  significant 

Speaking  of  the  convention  of  Miramar,  he  says  that  that  convention  was  declined  by 
Emperor  Maximilian  himself.  That  man  who  was  acclaimed  not  only  for  his  imperial 
probitv,  but  also  for  his  political  strength,  himselt  breaks  his  word. 

And  the  minister  adds : 

**  Such  was  the  object  of  the  Miramar  convention,  which  was  to  remain  the  standard  of 
our  reciprocal  rights  and  duties.  It  would  be  of  no  interest  now  to  revert  to  the  circum- 
stances which  prevent  the  Mexican  government  from  fulfilling  henceforth  the  obligations  im- 
posed upon  it  by  that  act,  and  which  threaten  to  throw  upon  us,  without  any  of  the  promised 
compensations,  the  whole  burden  of  the  charge  of  the  new  establishment." 

We  said  these  things  last  year,  and  in  the  years  preceding,  and  you  interrupted  us  with 
murmurs.  To-day  you  listen  to  them  because  it  is  unfortunately  the  minister  who  has  come 
over  to  our  side.    [Noises.  ] 

*'  I  shall  not  insist  upon  the  observations  on  that  point,  which  will  be  found  in  great  num- 
ber in  my  correspondence  with  the  Emperor's  legation.  It  appears  superfluotis  to  me  now 
to  inquire,  in  an  idle  discussion,  into  the  causes  of  a  position  which  my  duty  compels  me 
merely  to  state.  In  point  of  law  the  Mexican  government  being  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  the  bilateral  contract  which  bound  us  to  it,  we  are  ourselves  fireed  from  the 
obligations  we  had  assumed." 

A^d  a  little  further  on  : 

'*  The  Mexican  government  is  powerless  to  supply  us  with  the  financial  resources  indis- 
pensable for  the  maintenance  of  our  military ;  it  has  even  asked  us  to  take  upon  ourselves 
the  burden  of  most  of  the  expenses  of  its  internal  administration.  These  oifficulties  are 
nothing  new,  and  we  had  repeatedly  tried  to  provide  for  them  by  facilitating  loans  which 
placed  important  amounts  at  the  disposal  of  Mexico." 

And  the  minister  adds  sadly : 

**  What  remains  for  us  to  do  in  presence  of  the  recognized  emptiness  of  the  Mexican  treas- 
ury, and  of  the  charges  thrown  upon  us  thereby  7  The  provisions  of  our  budget  furnish  us 
with  no  means  wherewith  to  supply  this  deficiency.  Mexico  not  being  able  to  pay  the  troops 
which  we  maintain  in  that  country,  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  retain  them  there.  As 
for  asking  a  new  credit  from  our  country  for  that  purpose,  I  have  already  talked  that  over 
with  you.  As  I  then  told  you,  public  opinion  has  declared,  with  irrevocable  au^rity,  that 
the  limit  of  sacrifice  in  that  direction  has  been  reached."  [Approbation  on  several  benches 
near  the  speaker.] 

Tes.  public  opinion  is  enlightened,  and  if  you  were  still  able  to  mislead  it  von  would  yet 
take  millions  from  us  to  throw  them  to  foreigners.  [Noisy  interruptions,  ana  lively  protes- 
tations.] 

Numerous  VOICES.  Order!  Order!  ^  t 

M.  Gravier  de  Cassaquac.  These  are  odious  aeeusations.       Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 
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M.  Count  de  Taulokgeen.    Sach  language  cannot  be  tolerated. 

M.  Count  Capparelli.  It  is  not  permitted  thus  to  insult  the  legislative  body. 

M.  President  Walewski.  Mr.  Jules  Favre,  you  indulge  in  regrettable  accusations ;  and 
you  chose  your  time  very  badlv  for  bringing  such  accusations  forward,  since  you  acknowl- 
edge, yourself,  the  frankness  of  the  government,  by  what  you  have  just  read.  Do  not,  there- 
fore, accuse  it  of  insincerity.    [Very  good !     Bravo !    Bravo !  ] 

M.  Glais  Bizoin.  Compulsory  sincerity  at  present!  The  course  of  events  renders  it 
necessary. 

M.  JVLES  Fatre.  I  wish  to  answer  with  facts,  and  those  which  I  shall  quote  cannot  be 
contradicted  in  this  assembly,  since  they  were  accomplished  by  and  emanated  from  it. 

Now  I  have  said  that  the  situation  established  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs — ^with  a 
frankness  to  which  M.  the  president  has  just  now  called  your  attention— was  nothing  new. 
The  difficulties  of  the  Mexican  government  were  known  long  ago,  and  it  was  impossible 
that  they  should  not  be  known.  These  difficulties  are  nothing  new.  When  did  they  ori- 
ginate ?  They  originated — and  it  is  the  minister  says  so— from  the  time  that  the  loans  were 
facilitated. 

They  knew  when  the  loans  were  asked  and  contracted  for,  that  the  situation  was  bad : 
they  wished  to  provide  for  it,  and  it  was  for  that  purpose  that  we  heard  in  this  hall  the  words 
to  which  I  allucle,  but  which  1  shall  define  more  fuUv,  since  my  honorable  opponents  desire  it. 
Tes,  indeed,  that  situation  was  known;  one  would  need  to  be  blind  not  to  nave  discovered 
it ;  not  to  have  seen  that  nothing  but  inextricable  difficulties  were  to  be  met  with;  and  there 
must  have  been  a  secret  design  which  I  have  been  unable  to  foresee  or  to  fathom,  te  throw 
over  the  truth,  which  so  many  saw,  the  veil  which  we  will  find  beneath  the  words  I  have 
already  alluded  to.  Thus,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Corta,  taking  the  floor  on  the  subject  of  this 
loan— for  it  is  a  monetary  affair  in  which  our  country  was  involved ;  the  gold  of  France  as 
well  as  its  blood  were  spent  in  that  fatal  undertaking— [Veiy  good,  around  the  speaker; 
murmurs  on  several  bencnes,] — he  said: 

**  As  for  me,  the  mature  conviction  which  I  bring  back  from  Mexico  is,  that  Mexico  wants 
but  two  things  to  rise  again— a  regular  government,  and  time." 

**  A  regular  government  it  now  undoubtedly  possesses.  From  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  the 
emperor  Maximilian,  whose  election  is.  being  criticised,  was  accompanied  by  a  ceaseless 
ovation.  What  was  the  true,  the  national  sentiment  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  this  enthu- 
siasm ?    It  was  easy  for  an  impartial  witness  to  see  it. 

'*  In  fact,  for  the  Indians,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  great  majority,  the  emperor  Maximilian 
was  the  man  of  the  predictions,  the  man  coming  from  the  east,  with  golden  hair  and  azure 
eyes."    [Interruptions.] 

This  is  but  what  you  heard,  gentlemen :  "With  golden  lam  and  azure  eyes."  The  In- 
dians, unanimously,  candidly,  and  enthusiastically,  proclaimed  emperor  Maximilian  as 
their  liberator,  and  this  was  very  natural. 

Then  the  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  expressed  himself  on  the  financial  position,  and  said : 

''However,  the  present  budget,  as  submitted  to  the  deliberations  of  the  council  of  state, 
amounts  only  to  one  hundred  and  fift^  millions,  including  the  interest  on  debt. 

"  Thus,  BO  fisur  as  the  external  debt  is  concerned,  you  see  that  the  Mexican  government  has, 
for  the  present,  no  occasion  to  take  any  pains  to  provide  for  it. 

''Remains  the  internal  debt." 

We  are  well  aware  that,  in  order  to  pay  the  debt,  it  had  to  apply  to  France,  since  its  ex- 
chequer was  empty,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  was  not  the  only  one  who  held  that  language. 
The  honorable  minister  of  state  added  this  solemn  declaration,  which  had  such  great  weight 
throughout  the  country. 

*'  £b  regards  the  Mexican  finances,"  said  he,  '*  Have  not  the  details  frimished  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Corta  given  the  Chamber  most  precise  information  concerning  the  magnitude  of  that 
country's  resources  T" 

And  you,  sentlemen,  who  did  not  know  it,  you  exclaimed,  '*  Yes,  yes !"  trusting,  as  you 
did,  in  that  double  assurance. 

"Have,  then,  no  fears  *  ♦•  *  *.»•  [These  are  the  words  spoken  by  the  minister  in  the 
sitting  of  April  ll,  1865.  Hardly  a  year  has  passed,  and  what  a  sudden  chanee  of  scene ! 
In  the  place  of  prosperous  finances,  we  have  before  us  a  desperate  situation.  In  the  place 
of  a  pnnoe  with  a  nourishing  budget,  we  have  a  prince  obliged  to  hold  out  his  band  for 
mon^  wherewith  to  pay  his  army  and  his  internal  administration] 

'*Have,  then,  no  fears,  gentlemen.  The  hieh  impulse  given  by  Emperor  Maximiliaa 
shall  insure  the  real  prospenty  of  the  finances  of  the  Mexican  empire,  ana  give  undoubted 
security  to  those  who  shall  trust  their  money  to  it," 

I  will  say  no  more. 

A  member.  What  more  could  you  say  ? 

Mr.  Jules  Favre.  I  can  understand  what  is  passing  in  the  mind  and  in  the  conscience 
of  several  of  my  colleagues.  I  merely  wish  to  compare  these  statements  with  what  M.  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  wrote  in  January,  1866. 

**  These  difficulties  are  nothuig  new,  and  we  had  repeatedly  tried  to  provide  for  them  by 
facilitating  loans." 

Yes,  you  have  facilitated  them,  indeed ;  for  you  declared  to  listening  France  that  Mexico 
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was  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  that  those  who  trusted  it  with  their  money  ran  no  manner  of 
risk.  One  year  has  passed  by,  and  by  your  own  showing,  their  treasury  is  empty,  their 
army  unpaia,  their  internal  administration  is  falling  to  pieces  under  the  insolvency  of  their 
sovereign,  proclaimed  by  you. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  ask  the  Chamber,  in  view  of  such  a  situation,  c«n  we  remain  satisfied 
with  the  rather  too  philosophical  advice  from  the  pen  of  M.  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
contained  in  his  despatch  ot  January  15,  1866? 

He  flatly  informs  Mexico— and  I  do  not  blame  him  for  that — that  henceforth  the  finances  of 
France  shall  no  longer  be  at  his  disposal.  He  adds,  that  public  opinion  rejects  new  loans, 
and  that,  consequently.  Emperor  Maximilian  must  get  out  of  the  situation  by  himself,  and 
here  is  what  he  says  to  him : 

•*At  a  time  when  these  various  considerations  obli^  us  to  contemplate  the  end  of  our 
military  occupation,  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  m  its  solicitude  for  the  glorious  work 
he  has  commenced,  and  m  its  sympathy  for  Emperor  Maximilian,  had  to  examme  accurately 
the  financial  position  of  Mexico.'* 

That  situation  is  critical,  but  it  is  not  desperate.  It  is  an  empty  treasury,  an  unpaid  army, 
an  internal  administration  whose  employes  cannot  get  their  salaries ;  and  M.  the  minister 
has  the  courage  to  add :  **  Wilh  energv  and  coura^,  with  a  fair  and  persistent  will,  the  em- 

Seror  of  Mexico  may  overcome  the  difficulties  which  he  has  met;  but  success  is  on  that  con- 
ition.  Such  is  the  conviction  we  have  arrived  at  by  a  careful  and  conscientious  inquiry 
into  his  obligations  and  his  resources,  and  you  will  endeavor  to  impress  it  on  the  mind  of 
Emperor  Maximilian  and  on  his  government." 

I  have  not  to  inquire  into  what  passes  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affcurs  and  the  gov* 
emment  of  Emperor  Maximilian ;  but  I  would  ask  with  you,  whether,  in  view  of  so  strongly 
defined  a  position,  the  remedy  pointed  out  by  the  French  government  is  sufScient. 

That  government  wants  the  troops  to  return,  and  so  do  we,  and  even  more  strongly ;  but 
we  do  not  consider  the  mode  of  that  recall  sufficient,  and,  above  all,  having  been  so  often 
deceived,  we  are  yet  distrustful. 

Here  is  what  I  read  in  a  despatch  of  April  6,  1866,  summing  up  the  intentions  of  the 
French  government  on  that  point : 

**In  his  despatch  of  the  12th  of  February  last,  Mr.  Seward,  on  his  side,  recalls  that  the 
United  States  government  has,  during  the  whole  of  its  history,  adhered  to  the  rule  of  con- 
duct which  it  has  received  from  Washington,  in  maintaining  invariablv  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention, and  he  adds  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify  the  apprehension  that  it  would 
prove  unfaithful  to  it  with  regard  to  Mexico.  We  accept  tnis  assurance  with  full  confidence, 
and  find  in  it  a  sufficient  gniarantee  no  longer  to  delay  the  measures  destined  to  prepare  the 
return  of  our  army.  The  Emperor  has  decided  that  the  French  troops  shall  leave  Mexico  in 
three  divisions ;  the  first  to  start  in  the  month  of  November,  1866 ;  the  second  in  March, 
1867;  and  the  third  in  the  month  of  November,  of  the  same  year.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  this  decision  officially  to  M.  the  secretary  of  state." 

I  say,  gentlemen,  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  return  of  our  troops,  we  can  only  approve  of 
it,  provided  this  resolution  be  sincere,  and  that  we  will  not  agaict  be  deceived.  And  permit 
me,  gentlemen,  to  say  that  we  have,  to  some  extent,  a  right  to  retain  some  doubt  in  view  of 
recent  publications  in  the  Moniteur,  which  I  wonder  how  we  can  make  agree  with  the  reso- 
lution of  which  I  have  laid  the  text  before  the  Chamber. 

I  do  not  wish  to  tire  you  on  that  .question,  nor  to  introduce  into  the  debate  irritating  ele- 
ments alreadv  too  abundant  in  it.    [Exclamations  and  laughter  on  several  benches.] 

A  VOICE.  It  is  too  late  to  say  that ! 

Mr.  Jt'LES  Favre.  Well,  I  may  say  to  those  who  do  me  the  honor  of  interrupting  me,  that 
I  hope  our  troops  will  come  back,  and  then,  when  the  French  interest  shall  be  entirelv  freed 
from  that  question,  a  debate  will  take  place  ill  this  hall,  and  if  God  permits  me  to  take  part 
in  it,  and  gives  me  strength  to  express  the  truth  as  I  feel  it,  my  honorable  interrupters  will 
hear  something  very  different.    [Exclamations  on  some  benches ;  approval  on  others.] 

M.  Gravier  de  Cassaquac.  We  will  hear,  and  answer  it  too ! 

M.  Jules  Favrp.  But  resuming  what  I  had  the  honor  to  say  to  the  Chamber,  and,  as  I 
stated,  being  unwilling  to  tire  you  by  reading  documents  which,  however,  would  all  tend  to 
prove  my  position,  I  take  up  the  last — the  one,  gentlemen,  which  mentions  ibe  despatches 
received  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  which,  as  you  see,  are  four  months  posterior 
to  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you. 

M.  Rouher,  minister  of  state.  From  the  6th  of  April  to  the  14th  of  May  does  not  make 
four  months. 

Mr.  Jules  Favre.  What  did  these  despatches  announce  ?  They  are  all  taken  from  those 
fanciful  bulletins  of  the  Moniteur,  without  our  being  ever  allowed  to  see  an  official  document. 
I  said  fanciful,  and  I  maintain  the  word ;  it  could  easily  be  justified  if  required.  I  could  say 
that  the  Moniteur  has  wilfully  concealed  afflicting  facts  published  by  other  papers.  M. 
the  minister  of  state,  who  does  me  the  honor  to  smile  at  tnis,  knows  perfectly  well  what  I 
mean.    [Signs  of  deniid  on  the  part  of  the  minister  of  state.  ] 

I  havens^  the  word  fanciful,  and  I  maintain  it.  The  Moniteur  has  said  what  it  chose  to 
say,  and  kept  back  what  it  chose  to  keep  back. 
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Here  no  one  can  criticise  us,  for  this  despatch  is  that  of  the  Moniteor  of  June  9,  1866.  It 
is  the  last.    If  there  were  a'more  recent  one  I  would  take  up  that. 

Here  is  what  I  read  in  it  after  the  preamble :  That  all  is  pacified — for  it  is  always  the 
same  expression — and  that  expression  can  oulj  be  explained  bj  a  perpetual  struggle,  if  not 
actual  war. 

**The  Mexican  General  Mendez  continues  his  operations  in  Michoacan ;  he  holds  the  line 
from  Tacambaro  to  Umapan ;  there  is  every  reason  to  ho]>e  that  the  military  measures  which 
have  been  taken  will  restore  quiet  in  that  country.  In  that  view,  Marshal  Bazaine  has 
sent  back  to  the  north  the  columns  of  General  Aymard  and  of  Colonel  Clinchant.*' 

And  a  little  further  on  :  "General  Douay,  who  is  at  Santillo,  is  preparing  to  commence 
operations  in  the  centre  of  New  Leon,  disturbed  by  the  bands  of  Escobedo. 

** Emperor  Maximilian  is  engaged  in  organizing  his  army,  and  regulating  the  service." 

And  we  are  told  that  our  troops  are  coming  back ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  are  falling 
back.    [Murmurs.]    And  at  the  same  time  we  are  told [Intemiptlons.J 

Gentlemen,  one  must  be  unacquainted  with  the  geography  of  Mexico,  not  to  see  that  when 
troops  are  sent  to  the  north  they  are  not  falling  back  towards  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz. 

I  ask  why  we  are  told  that  our  troops  are  returning,  when  they  are  advancing  into  the 
country  ?  Whose  interests  do  thev  uphold  7  Is  it  that  of  Emperor  Maximilian,  whom  you 
forsake  and  discredit,  whom  you  declare  yourself  unwilliog  to  ^hold  7  Such  is  the  ques- 
tion which  I  take  the  liberty  to  put  to  M.  the  minister. 

Permit  me  to  say  in  finishing,  that  what  ought  most  of  all  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Chamber,  we  have  all  but  to  consult  ourselves  in  order  to  be  assured  of  the  unanimity  of  our 
feelings  on  this  point.  They  are  above  all  political  divisions,  is  the  welfare  of  the  30,000 
brave  men  who  are  now  in  Sfexico.  Now,  I  ask  you  whether  their  interest  can  be  concili- 
ated with  the  plan  announced  by  government  of  recalling  them  in  three  divisions,  and  at 
periods  so  far  distant  from  each  otner  ? 

You  are  now  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  that  pacific  country  is  at  least  a  disturbed  countir, 
since  our  soldiers  tnere  must  always  remain  under  arms  ;  you  are  obliged  to  pursue  all  the 
disaffected,  whom  they  crush  when  they  meet  with  them,  but  who  too  oflen  escape  them : 
and  it  is  under  these  circumstances,  when  our  whole  effective  force  there  cannot  uphold 
Maximilian's  throne,  cannot  prevent  encounters  in  which  too  often  French  blood  is  spilled, 
and,  as  we  must  all  deplore  it,  uselesslv  spilled  ;  it  is  while  this  struggle  is  going  on,  and 
30,000  men  are  unable  to  put  an  end  to  it — it  is  then  that  you  are  going  to  decrease  that 
force,  first  one-third,  then  two-thirds,  leaving  the  other  third  exposed  to  all  possible  dangers. 
And  that  is  not  all ;  you  leave  them  in  a  country  which  you  declare  insurgent,  and  which 
you  have  been  unable  entirely  to  subdue ! 

In  such  situations  moral  influence  is  omnipotent.  But  you  solemnly  aiyiounce  that  you 
are  withdrawing.  You  post  up  Maximilian  as  an  insolent  prince.  [Murmurs  and  interrup- 
tions.] You  say  that  his  treasury  is  empty.  [Renewed  interruptions.]  But  unless  French 
be  no  longer  understood  In  this  hall,  I  have  a  right  to  speak  so.  I  am  not  the  author  of  these 
despatches ;  they  are  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs' ;  and  when  I  draw  from  them  the  politi- 
cal consequences  they  contain,  I  fulfil  a  duty. 

In  weakening  the  French  forces  ^ou  strengthen  the  Mexican  forces  ten-fold  ;  and  if  yon 
wish  to  protect  the  lives  of  our  soldiers  and  the  honor  of  our  flag,  our  retreat  must  take  place 
under  different  conditions.  The  fears  which  I  express  are  not  chimerical,  and  I  am  not  alone 
to  experience  them. 

When,  in  the  month  of  Febrnary,  1866,  a  discussion  was  engaged  on  that  Mexican  ques- 
tion in  the  Senate,  the  honorable  marshal,  whose  words  I  quoted  a  while  ago,  gave  his  opin- 
ion ;  and,  allow  me  to  say,  that  opinion  has  great  weight.  It  was  he  who  had  carried  on  the 
war,  and  knew  the  country,  and  could  appreciate  the  difficulties,  who  said : 

**  It  is  right  that  we  shonld  yet  a  while  assist  him  whom  they  have  freely  chosen,  to  repair 
the  evil  done  to  them  by  the  others  during  fifty  years  of  anarchy ;  otherwise  France  would  not 
assume  such  responsibility  before  history ;  the  leaders  of  disorder,  the  robbers  who  are  now 
without  a  chief,  fleeing  before  the  ceaseless  and  energetic  pursuit  of  our  brave  soldiers,  in 
contact  with  whom  the  Mexicans  are  daily  regaining  courage,  shall  rally  around  Juarezes 
flag.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  discouragement,  gaining  these  timid  people,  may  render  them 
a  prey  to  the  revenge  of  the  barbarous  hordes,  whose  cruelty  may  be  foreseen  by  those  whkh 
have  so  often  deluged  Mexico  in  blood.  And  this  is  so  true  that,  at  the  moment  I  am  speak- 
ing, cities  from  which  our  troops  have  departed  have  been  forsaken  by  their  inhabitanta.** 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  real  situation,  and  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  that  picture.  Our 
honor,  the  interests  of  our  countrymen,  require  us  not  only  to  protect  our  army,  but  also  the 
French  residents  whom  our  retreat  will  leave  exposed  to  most  horrible  dangers,  [Intermp- 
tion.l  We  must  protect  the  populations  who  have  committed  themselves  on  our  account 
We  have  constantly  announced  this ;  you  have  but  to  read  over  our  speeches  of  the  other 
years ;  you  will  then  see  that  this  was  one  of  our  most  important  preoccupations,  and  if  your 
retreat  takes  place  under  other  circumstances,  you  shall  be  wanting  in  a  duty  which  a  great 
civilized  nation  has  contracted  towards  itself. 

I  ask,  therefore,  that  government  should  explain  its  intention ;  that  government  shonld 
promise  to  the  Chamber,  if  the  feeling  I  have  had  the  honor  to  express  is  shared  by  it  with 
regard  to  the  retreat  of  our  soldiers,  that  that  withdrawal  shall  take  place^  soon  aa  possible ; 
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^at  it  shall  take  place  en  masse,  so  that  no  dirision  may  remain  exposed  to  the  people  in 
that  country  who  may  be  led  by  passions  Trhich  the  withdrawarof  the  first  part  of  our  sol- 
diers would  but  have  increased. 

I  ask  it,  gentlemen,  and  sureW  in  addressing  such  a  petition  to  the  Chamber  and  to  the 
government,  do  you  think  that  I  am  only  actuated  by  all  the  general  considerations  hovering 
over  this  debate  ?  Do  not  the  requirements  of  the  times  warn  us  that  it  would  be  an  unwar- 
rantable imprudence  to  act  otherwise  7  Cannot  these  brave  men  who  are  in  Mexico  be  use- 
ful in  our  country?  Can  we  retain  any  illusion  on  that  point,  when  in  yesterday's  sitting 
we  were  notified  that  the  map  of  Europe  was  to  be  revised?  [Lively  interruptions.] 
M.  Paul  Bethmont.  And  without  consulting  it  I 

M.  President  Walewski.  M.  Jules  Favre,  I  am  obliged  to  ask  you  not  to  refer  to  yes- 
terday*s  discussion.    You  criticise  what  was  said  yesterday,  and  that  is  contrary  to  the  evi- 
dent intentions  of  the  Chamber.    Do  not  criticise,  therefore,  for  your  criticism  would  render 
an  answer  necessary,  and  I  repeat  that  the  discussion  on  that  point  is  not  possible ;  you  know  it. 
M.  Jules  Favrr.  I  feel  very  humble  and  very  small ;  yet  I  do  not  oelieve  that  I  aifi  yet 
reduced  to  the  condition  in  which  M.  the  president  would  wish  to  place  me.    It  is  impossible 
that  a  member  of  this  assembly  should  not  have  the  right,  when  inquiring  into  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  involving  the  welfare  of  his  country,  to  look  about  him.     [Agi- 
tation.] 0 
And  in  what  incredible  position  would  your  singular  restrictions  place  us  7 
We  are  the  delegates  of  the  people,  the  representatives  of  the  nation.    [Lively  interrup- 
tions.] 
Several  voices.  Order! 

President  Walewski.  It  is  to  that  very  opinion  of  the  delegates  of  the  nation.  [Agita- 
tion.] 

[M.  Jules  Favre  pronotmces,  in  the  midst  of  the  uproar,  some  words  which  do  not  reach 
our  ear,  but  which  are  received  with  approbation  by  those  of  his  colleagues  who  are  around 
bjm.] 

President  Walewski.  It  is  to  that  very  opinion  of  the  dele^tes  of  the  nation  that  I  invite 
the  honorable  M.  Jules  Favre  to  submit,  in  abstaining  from  a  discussion  which  the  Chamber, 
for  reasons  which  eveiy  one  understands  and  appreciates,  decided  yesterday  should  not  be 
continued.    [Hear!    Hear!] 

M.  Hacntjens.  The  words  just  spoken  by  the  Hon.  M.  Jules  Favre  prove  how  right 
we  were  in  that. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  I  discuss  nothing— I  merely  state ;  and  unless,  I  say  it  again,  it  be 
desired  that  our  ears  should  not  have  heard  what  was  said,  one  must  admit,  if  wo  have  French 
hearts,  our  being  impressed.     [Disclaimers.] 

General  Dautherulle.  We  have  French  hearts,  not  Juarist  hearts. 
M.  Glais  BiZOiN.  Wo  keep  them  for  our  own,  and  not  for  Maximilian. 
M.  Jules  Favre.  I  admire  you,  gentlemen,  but  do  not  envy  your  state  of  mind.  [Noise.] 
As  for  me,  I  prefer  making  use  of  my  own,  and  I  will  merely  say  to  vou,  in  finishing,  that 
we  would  be  failing  in  dutv  if  we  did  not  look  upon  that  question  in  the  reUtion  in  which  it 
necessarily  stands  to  all  others. 
Some  members.  That  is  evident. 

M.  Jules  Favre.  If  we  supposed  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  peace ;  if  we  resembled  that 
pilot  who,  seeing  the  storm  at  the  horizon,  goes  to  sleep  contentedly,  as  though  the  waves 

were  not  threatening  him [Ironical  exclamations  on  some  benches.] 

Well,  gentlemen,  we  have  reasons  to  believe,  and  we  were  sufficientlv  warned  yesterday, 
that  dangers  are  possible,  that  great  and  supreme  decisions  may  be  askea  of  the  nation.  We 
must  be  preparea  for  any  event,  and  for  that  we  have  need  of  all  our  strength  ;  we  have  need 
to  bring  oack  among  us  those  children  of  France  who  should  never  have  left  her.  [Inter- 
ruption.] We  shaU  hail  their  return  with  enthusiasm,  and  I  hone  we  shall  find  a  great 
lesson  in  it,  together  with  the  manly  courage  we  need  to  oppose  follies  which  cost  France  a 
thousand  millions.  [Hear,  hear,  and  applause  around  the  speaker ;  protests  on  a  great  num- 
•  ber  of  benches.] 

The  President  Walewski.  The  Baren  David  has  the  floor. 

Baron  Jerome  David.  Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  say  at  once  that  I  do  not  leave  Mexico  before 
the  injunctions  of  any  foreign  power  ;  to  present  things  in  that  fashion  is  to  misunderstand 
the  true  state  of  facts,  and  to  lend  gratuitously  to  France  an  attitude  unworthy  of  her.  We 
represent  a  France.  The  majority  represents  a  France,  which  does  not  yield  to  commands 
from  abroad.     [Good,  good.] 

How  can  we  help  regretting  this  method  of  discussion,  which,  afler  promising  the  greatest 
de^cacy  of  treatment  in  view  of  the  present  circumstances,  sets  forth  in  the  narshest  and 
l3itterest  form  all  that  can  be  imaginea  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  expedition  7  [Very  well.] 
Gentlemen,  I  know  that  in  taking  the  floor  to  defend  the  conduct  oi  the  government  in  what 
concerns  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  I  shall  not  obtain  the  assent  of  all,  but  I  know,  also,  that  you 
hear  and  examine  attentively  conscientious  opinions.  I  ask  your  attention.  I  have  never 
brought  to  the  defence  of  a  cause  more  of  study,  more  of  reflection,  more  of  profound  conviction. 
The  American  expedition  has  just  been  again  the  object  of  severe  animadversion.  The  aid 
we  are  lending  to  the  consolidation  of  a  regular  government  serves  as  a  text  for  the  liveliest 


320  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

criticisms.  The  return  of  our  troops  has  been  too  long  deferred  ;  it  has  been  badly  arranged ; 
promises  attributed  to  the  government  are  called  in  question ;  finally,  we  are  shown  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  frightful  contest,  by  insinuations  that  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  they  have 
repaired  the  damages  of  a  gigantic  struggle,  will  interpret  the  application  of  the  Monroe 
doctrine  in  opposition  to  our  views  and  our  acts. 

Grentlemen,  I  do  not  believe  in  these  perilous  chances  ;  but  even  admitting  them,  do  they 
exclude  our  right  7  Since  when,  among  nations  careful  of  their  dignity,  does  danger  place 
itself  above  duty  T 

Is  it  at  the  moment  when  our  troops  are  redoubling  their  efforts  to  obtain  before  their  de- 
parture a  lasting  pacification,  to  labor  to  spread  discouragement  and  weakness,  when  concord, 
confidence,  and  strength  are  the  principal  elements  of  success — the  best  means  of  preventing 
dangerous  complications  ? 

Why  not  look  this  Mexican  question  in  the  face  7  Have  we  sought  these  dangerous  com- 
plications 7  Is  it  a  spirit  of  adventure  that  has  conducted  us  to  Mexico  7  Is  it  the  quest  of 
supremacy  or  an  abusive  protectorate  over  the  Latin  race  7  If  it  is  true  that  our  foreign  rela- 
tions are  inspired  by  natural  sympathies  for  peoples  whose  origin,  tendencies,  and  religious 
faith  establish  common  bonds  witn  us,  these  sympathies  exert  no  mpre  than  their  proper  in- 
fluence over  the  attitude  of  our  diplomacy. 

The  imperial  government  consults  above  all  the  interests  of  FriDce,  to  which  it  subordi- 
nates the  measure  of  its  intervention  in  questions  which  do  dot  touch  us  directly ;  and  have 
you  not  just  now  had  a  proof  of  this  7  Has  not  the  government,  in  presence  of  the  abuses  of 
power  of  which  Europe  has  been  the  theatre  of  late  years,  remained,  if  not  inactive,  at  least 
disa'rmed  7  But  when  solemn  conventions  are  disregarded,  when  our  claims  are  treated  with 
contempt,  when  the  life  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  compromised — when  all  these 
wrongs  assume  proportions  vast  enough  to  justify  a  resort  to  arms,  oiu*  government  does  not 
accept  derisive  reparations ;  it  knows  that  one  can  surmount  the  most  difficult  conjunctures 
with  right  and  justice  before  him,  and  ]?>ance  behind  him ;  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  em- 
pire over  the  governments  which  have  preceded  it  is  that  it  comprehends  that  there  are  certain 
questions  which  must  be  examined  and  grappled  with  under  penalty  of  decay.  The  Mexican 
question  is  one  of  these. 

Men  are  too  apt  to  for^t  the  origin  of  the  Mexican  expedition  when  they  reproach  the  gov- 
ernment with  it  as  a  fault.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  given  to  no  policy  to  conduct 
events;  God  leads  them;  good  policy  studies  them,  seeks  to  comprehend  their  bearing,  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  which  will  result  therefrom  for  the  common  weal,  and,  in  a 
word,  the  place  which  they  will  hold  for  the  honor  of  the  country  in  the  judgment  of  history 
and  of  posterity. 

Do  not  events  sometimes  surpass  the  wisest  perceptions  7  Do  they  not  require  from  a  na- 
tion sacrifices,  resignation,  consistency  under  trials  7  Consult  the  pages  of  humanity ;  con- 
sult the  recent  example  of  the  persistence,  crowned  with  success,  of  the  northern  States  of 
the  American  Union,  and  you  will  see  that  the  fame  of  nations  depends  upon  their  energy, 
depends  upon  their  will,  and  not  upon  the  weakness  and  the  apprehensions  of  counsellors, 
more  apt  to  mislead  governments  than  to  conduct  them.  Let  us  be  penetrated,  gentlemen, 
>vith  these  thoughts,  so  as  to  place  the  Mexican  question  upon  its  true  ground. 

Those  who  oppose  the  expedition,  who  wish  to  use  it  against  the  government,  say.  Let  us 
not  occupy  ourselves  with  tne  past ;  let  us  only  interrogate  the  present. 

Why  not  examine  the  origin  of  the  expedition  7  Why  not  ask  if  the  expedition  was  just, 
necessary,  command€»d  by  the  true  interest  of  France  7 

For  forty  years  European  commerce  met  with  obstacles  of  every  kind  in  the  old  Spanish 
coloiues.  For  more  than  forty  years  the  flags  were  powerless  to  protect  their  citizens — har- 
assed, taxed,  forcibly  enrolled,  and  sometimes  victims  of  assassination.  Nevertheless,  we 
practiced  the  temporising  policy  still  in  use  with  the  republics  of  Central  America  and  South 
America.  This  policy  consists  in  employing  diplomatic  means ;  toiling  in  the  sterile  tract 
of  chancelleries  and  official  despatches,  trusting  to  the  cleverness  of  consular  ^ents,  that, 
thanks  to  their  knowledge  of  men  and  local  matters,  they  might  prevent  wrongs  trom  degen* 
crating  into  pubUc  outrages.  We  preferred  this  limping  policy  to  rigorous  measures,  not 
wishing  to  throw  ourselves  singly  into  a  struggle  the  reasons  for  which  weighed  upon  differ- 
ent European  powers. 

Was  it  not  sound  policy,  when  Spain  decided  to  reqfaire  by  force  the  redressing  of  her 
grievances,  when  she  had  prepared  her  means  of  repression,  when  she  was  putting  them  in 
motion  to  adhere  to  her  views — at  the  same  time  with  England — by  the  treaty  of  the  3l6t 
October,  1861 7 

These  facts  being  incontestable,  is  it  not  unjust  to  say  that  the  Mexican  expedition  was 
inconsiderately  undertaken  7  Where  will  you  find  an  inconsiderate  act  7  In  our  under- 
standing  with  two  great  powers  7  We  did  not  give  birth  to  the  expedition.  We  accepted 
it  in  common  with  Spain  and  England.  We  accepted  it  under  conditions  useful  and  neces- 
sai^-  to  the  public  good — the  constant  end  of  the  plans  of  the  Emperor  and  the  government. 

Observe  tne  tactics  of  the  opposition.  See  how  the  men  of  the  opposition  exclude  from  the 
debate  the  real  basis,  which  would  embarrass  them,  to  substitute  with  an  infinite  art  an 
erroneous  base,  from  which  they  deduce  the  whole  force  of  an  argument,  sustained  often  by 
a  remarkable  talent    It  is  thus  that  you  hear  them  admitting  a  priori^  and  seeking  to  per- 
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suade  the  country,  that  the  initiatiye  and  the  responaibilitT  of  the  Mexican  expedition  fall 
upon  the  French  government.  I  have  taken 'care  to  place  the  question  properly.  We  went 
to  Mexico  with  Spain  and  England,  who  shared  with  us  the  responsibility  and  the  charge  of 
the  expedition.    Our  allies  retired ;  we  remained. 

Two  objections  present  themselves :  .Why  did  you  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  your 
allies  7  If  you  thought  you  ought  to  persevere,  why  did  you  not  have  recourse  to  means 
lees  onerous  than  a  campaign  in  the  interior  of  Mexico  ?  Here  are  the  two  objections,  with 
all  their  clearness  and  all  their  truth. 

We  were  right  in  not  treating  with  Mr.  Juaree;  we  had*  not  placed  our  armies  in  the  field 
to  stipufaie  for  illusory  guarantees  with  a  government  which  the  day  after  our  departure 
would  have  cheated  us  once  more.    [True !    True !  ] 

When  a  great  power  draws  the  sword ;  when  it  displays  its  banners  for  the  €ght ;  when 
it  sends  its  armies  bevond  the  seas,  it  should  be  only  after  having  exhausted  all  pacific 
means,  and  it  is  ridiculous,  not  to  say  shameful,  to  end  after  such  a  display  of  force  by  jat 
ifying  at  last  conditions  which  one  bad  refused  before  putting  himself  in  motion. 

It  pleased  our  allies  to  traverse  several  thousand  leagues  to  declare  satisfactory  the  tor- 
tuous promises  of  a  cunning  and  obstinate  half-breed,  which  they  called  bad  and  untrust- 
worthy before  leaving  Europe.    They  were  finee  to  correct  themselves  in  this  way. 

The  tradition  of  France  i§  very  different;  [Very  well!]  and  even  if  I  were  alone  in  my 
opinion  [No,  no !]  I  would  think  she  has  done  well  to  persevere  in  the  Mexican  expedition ; 
[Ves!]  this  expedition  has  cost  us  millions ;  [Yes!]  the  blood  of  our  brave  soldiers  and 
sailors  has  been  shed  in  those  distant  regions ;  [Yes !  ]  the  whole  weight  of  a  task  so  difficult — 
rendered  more  difficult  by  distance  and  an  unwholesome  climate — has  fallen  upon  us  [Well !  ] 
I  think  that  even  at  this  price,  we  did  well  not  to  retreat  like  Spidn  and  England.  History 
will  do  us  justice  in  not  having  left  Mexico ;  in  not  having  given  up  when  our  allies  did« 

Besides,  let  no  one  deceive  himself  in  this :  if  we  had  not  persevered  in  the  Mexican  ex- 
pedition at  the  time  of  the  defection  of  our  allies,  a  real  disrespect  and  contempt  would  have 
come  upon  European  influence  in  America ;  and  this  contempt  would  have  found  its  expres- 
sion, perhaps,  to-day  in  disastrous  wars.  On  the  contrary,  our  influence  has  increased  in 
the  New  World.  While,  since  1860,  difficulties  are  arising  on  every  hand  between  Spain 
and  her  former  colonies,  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador,  one  of  the  tliree  republics 
issued  from  the  late  Colombian,  has  officially  solicited  the  protectorate  of  Fmnce. 

Gentlemen,  judge  of  our  conduct  in  Mexico,  without  reducing  it  to  vulgar  proportions  ; 
without  fitting  it  to  the  narrow  views  of  those  schoolmasters  who  talk  of  glory  without  risk- 
ing its  dangers,  [applause ;]  who  talk  of  national  preponderance,  and  pretend  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  it  is  acquired  painftiUy  by  severe  toil.  Think  of  the  prestige  of  our  country,  of 
her  name,  more  respected  and  honored  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Gentlemen,  soon  will  the  piercing  of  the  iswmus  of  Suez,  accomplished  by  the  audacity' 

of  modem  genius 

M.  AcHiLLi  JuBJNAL.  Of  French  genius ! 

M.  Jerome  David transform  Asia,  that  ancient  cradle  of  human  knowledge ;  and  in 

presence  of  the  prodigious  advantages  due  to  our  initiative  and  our  efforts,  the  minds  of  men 
will  turn  with  a  true  passion  to  sea  communications ;  all  eyes  will  be  fixed  upon  the  terri- 
nes  of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  destined,  they  also,  to  bear  witness  of  the  triumph  of 
science  over  the  ancient  works  of  nature.  When  a  passage  shall  be  cut  between  the  two 
oceans,  ouj  influence  in  Mexico — influence  now  acquired  by  our  firmness — will  place  us  in^ 
the  centre  of  the  civilizing  current  which  shall  open  for  the  field  of  human  activity  the  islands 
of  the  great  ocean,  Australia  and  China. 

When  the  most  important  work  was  done — when  we  had  penetrated  to  Mexico,  it  was  neces- 
sary not  to  compromise  the  future  by  too  much  precipitation.  Ah !  let  us  be  sure  the  judgments 
of  l^tory  would  have  been  severe,  not  only  tor  them  who,  without  considering  the  results 
obtained  by  our  sacrifices,  demanded  a  cowardly  abandonment  of  Mexico,  but  also  for  the- 
g^verument,  if  it  had  shown  itself  weak  enough  to  yield  to  the  first  demands  of  retreat  ad- 
dressed to  it. 

Admit  that  there  is  some  merit  and  some  ^eatness  in  enforcing  a  respect  for  international 
lamrs  in  magnificent  countries,  admirably  situated ;  without  this  respect  for  international 
laws  they  are  lost  for  agriculture,  for  industry,  and  for  a  just  division  ot  the  productive  forces 
of  the  world. 

As  in  Africa  the  Roman  roads  indicate  that  the  kingly  people  spread  the  waves  of  its 
grenius  atnd  its  power  as  far  as  the  confines  of  the  habitable  globe,  so,  should  we  not  be  proud 
to  leave,  as  traces  of  our  occupation,  works  of  public  utility,  the  construction  of  railroads,  the 
opening  of  routes  binding  together  different  jwints  of  torritory,  the  apphcatiou  of  the  rules 
ajckd.  laws  which  distinguish  civilized  peoples  7  Will  we  not  be  nroud  to  have  the  pencil  of 
liistory  record — we  who  are  also  a  great  nation — that  in  spite  of  defectionB  and  obstacles,  we 
alone,  in  the  general  interest  of  the  future  and  of  its  progress,  placed  the  imprint  of  our 
eagles  on  the  soil  of  the  Montezumas  7 

X  do  not  give  the  first  rank  to  these  general  considerations ;  they  take  their  place  beside 
tlie  decisive  causes  which  led  us  to  Mexico  at  the  same  time  with  8pain  and  England. 

J  come  to  the  second  objection :  **  Why  did  you  not  have  recourse  to  maritime  measures  V*^ 
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A  fleet  presents  itself  to  obtain  reparation ;  a  blockade  of  the  coast  is  declared ;  the  sea- 
coast  cities  are  threatened  or  bombarded ;  what  result  will  be  obtained  f 

Commerce  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  French,  English,  Spanish,  and  American  mer- 
chants.  To  bombard  the  seaboard  towns,  blockade  the  coasts,  is  to  chastise  thoee  jon 
-Kiah  to  protect  and  defend.  See  what  is  happening^^  Chili  in  conflict  with  Spain ;  foreign 
residents  in  emotion ;  consols  interposing  to  jmyent  the  reprisals  of  the  Spanish  squadron ; 
when  these  reprisals  take  place,  when  Valparaiso  is  bombarded,  a  cry  of  anguish  resounds 
through  Europe. 

Blockades  and  shore  expeditiodB  have  never  obtained  an3rthing.  Were  tej  not  tried  in 
1838,  at  the  time  of  the  ct4>ture  of  San  Juan  d'UUoa  and  the  decent  on  Vera  Cmi  T  Did 
we  not  try  them  in  concert  with  England  for  fiftecm  years  in  La  Plata  withoot  being  able  to 
brinff  to  terms  Rosas,  the  dictator  of  Buenos  Ay  res  7 

I  have  shown  that  the  government  had  accepted  the  idea  of  the  Mexican  expedition,  present 
in^  itself  under  favorable  circumstances,  without  having  taken  the  ini dative  in  the  matter. 

I  have  sustained  that  the  retreat  of  our  allies  did  not  have  to  involve  ours. 

I  have  recalled  the  insufficiency  of  maritime  measures. 

It  remains  for  me  to  examine  tne  end  which  we  are  pursuing  in  Mexico— the  resolts  ob- 
tained ;  it  remains  for  me  to  examine  in  what  condition  our  departure  will  leave  the  regions 
of  the  New  World  over  which  our  eagles  have  soared.  i. 

It  is  said,  (and  I  am  astonished  at  it,)  But  what  have  you  be^  doing  in  Mexico  ?  What 
have  you  obtained  from  Mexico  7 

Nations,  like  individuals,  seek  in  a  reparation  by  arms,  not  a  material  advantage,  but  a 
public  evidence,  purely  moral.  A  man  exposes  himself  because  he  must ;  he  exposes  him- 
Rclf  without  calculating  the  danger,  to  escape  loss  of  character  and  contempt.  We  have 
already  attained  in  Mexico  completely  the  principal  end  of  every  expedition  which  pnranes 
a  reparation  by  arms.  We  have  broken  all  obstacles  and  all  rasistaiioe.  A  few  thousand 
IVench  soldiers  have  traversed  victoriously  everywhere  and  in  every  way  territories  whoee 
area  surpasses  three  times  that  of  France.  They  have  made  their  way  through  regions  de- 
prived of  communications,  supplying  by  their  self-denial  and  boldness  the  scanty  means  of 
execution.  Except  in  rare  cases,  where  it  has  been  necessary  to  inflict  exemphury  pvinisb- 
ments,  they  have  been  distinguished  by  their  discipline  and  their  respect  for  pmsons  aad 
property.  They  have  completely  changed  the  situation  of  Moxico.  They  have  greatly  re- 
duced brig^ndag^ ;  for  indeed  to  hear  certain  orators  discuss  the  Mexican  question,  it  would 
seem  they  were  discussing  a  question  of  which  the  phrases  more  suited  a  European  ooan^. 
Nothinp^  could  be  more  false  than  that  idea:  the  social  state  of  Mexico  resembles  in  nothing 
the  social  state  of  a  European  nation. 

So,  for  instance,  in  Mexico  crime  was  an  industry ;  a  man  was  killed  for  a  few  doUan ; 
entire  villages  lived  only  by  theft  and  rapine ;  the  bandits  sold  their  services  to  the  partisan 
-ihief  who  bid  highest,  and  by  this  commerce  of  brigandage  invested  themselves  with  a  political 
claim.  Before  our  arrival  not  a  week  passed  without  the  diligence  passing  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Mexico  being  seized ;  and  when  it  was  not  seized  in  the  course  of  a  week,  it  was  an  event  so 
unusual  that  it  was  the  talk  of  the  country. 

These  are  facts. 

Let  us  not  therefore  compare  Mexico  with  a  European  country.    [True !] 

The  principal  end  of  our  expedition  did  not  exclude  aims  which  had  also  tb«r  impottanoe. 
We  were  not  contented  with  military  glory ;  we  were  not  satisfied  with  meeting  at  tae  eentie 
of  their  country  those  to  whom  belongs  the  responsibility  of  our  grievances,  and  with  depriv- 
ing them  of  a  power  which  they  used  only  to  violate  the  rights  of  nations.  We  tried  to 
restore  confidence  and  energy  to  that  large  portion  of  the  Creoles  who  aspire  to  the  st^lity 
and  the  repose  necessary  to  develop  the  living  forces  of  the  country.  The  Cfeole  populiUioD 
is  enlightened ;  it  is  composed  of  scholars,  writers,  and  lawyers  of  merit;  this  population  vioRrs 
with  resignation  those  troubles  against  which  it  has  the  habit  of  guarding,  not  having  uie 
necessary  energy  to  combat  them :  it  manages  with  adroitness  and  skill  to  steer  among  the 
different  factions,  and  with  a  little  money  and  much  subservience  it  comes  out  of  a  series  at 
troubles  almost  safe  and  sound.  The  great  majority  of  the  Creoles  despaired  of  the  possi- 
bility of  a  return  to  public  order,  so  long  as  a  Mexican  was  in  power.  They  undentoed 
that  in  this  country,  which  within  half  a  century  had  seen  thirty  revolutions,  and  meie  than 
two  hundred  insurrections,  more  or  less  serious,  any  individual  sufficiently  notable  to  aspire 
to  power  could  only  arrive  there  under  a  weight  of  prior  engagements  incompatible  with  an 
•era  of  conciliation  and  peace ;  therefore,  they  tumea  their  eyes  towards  a  European  prince. 

The  Archduke  Maximilian  was  connected  by  his  genealogy  with  the  ancient  poseessoia  of 
Mexico.  He  had  given  proofs  of  a  liberal  spuit.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  he  could  restore 
order  without  suppressing  liberty. 

The  French  government  has  been  much  blamed  for  lending  itself  to  the  aecessioa  of  tbs 
Archduke  Maximilian.  It  has  been  said  that  French  blood  has  been  shed  simply  for  aa 
Austrian  Archduke.  Gentlemen,  such  observations  would  not  deserve  to  be  notieed  did 
they  not  proceed  from  sources  enjoying  a  certain  authority. 

Yet,  what  more  simple  than  our  attitude  during  the  negotiations  with  the  Arehduke 
Maximilian  ?    What  more  opportune  than  his  accession  7    Ai^  how  could  any  one  blame  the 
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govemment  for  not  having  made  pabHc,  at  the  risk  of  causing  them  to  fail,  negotiations 
which,  dthoogh  oondacteia  by  Mexicans,  were  goin^  in  a  current  useful  to  our  interests  ? 

We  encouraged  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  convinced  that  it  lay  with  an  able  direction 
of  affairs  to  raise  Mexico  from  the  state  of  anarchy  and  disorder  where  we  found  her ;  but, 
while  encouraging  him,  we  did  not  bind  ourselyes  indissolublj  to  his  fortunes ;  we  were 
bound  only  in  the  measure  of  French  interests. 

We  have  remained  lojally,  honorablj  masters  of  our  movements,  and  if  that  were  not  so, 
the  emperor  Maximilian  would  have  hastened  to  proclaim  it,  and  they  would  not  have  failed 
to  repeat  it  to  you  in  this  discussion;  we  have  remained  masters  of  our  movements;  we  have 
made  them  wholly  subservient  to  French  interests,  and  when  we  saw  events  whose  progress 
belongs  neither  to  governments  nor  peoples,  about  to  endanger  our  interests,  and  cause  our 
sacrimses  to  be  out  of  proportion  with  our  views,  and  the  role  to  which  we  were  assigned,  we' 
recidled  our  troops,  and  we  acted  wisely. 

What  do  you  reproach  us  with,  then  7  Is  it  perhaps  with  having  arrested  ourselves  in 
timef 

The  emperor  Maximilian  is  at  this  very  time  &vorably  situated  for  maintaining  the  power 
with  which  he  has  been  invested  by  the  Mexicans;  it  is  for  him  to  turn  it  to  advantage. 
These  difficulties  exist ;  they  proceed  from  the  deep-rooted  anarchy  which  has  corrupted  and 
debased  the  Mexican  population;  he  disposes  of  a  regular  army  to  check  the  evil ;  European 
contingents  are  enrolled  under  his  flag ;  numbers  of  Creoles  are  grouped  around  his  throne ;  a 
good  government  will  assure  to  him  the  xmconditional  co-operation  of  the  entire  Indian 
population ;  he  can  raise  to  the  dignity  of  citizens  those  millions  of  Indians  whose  systematic 
exclusion  fi^m  everything  constituting  the  government,  the  administration,  public  life,  pre- 
vents us  from  being  able  to  recognise  in  Mexico  the  distinguishing  characteristics  which 
compose  homogeneous  nations.  Without  these  distinctive  traits,  patriotism  is  a  vain  word, 
and  not  a  respectable  and  imposing  idea. 

Ah!  if  there  had  been  in  Mexico  the  cohesion  which  springs  from  patriotism,  if  there  had 
not  been  on  the  one  side  a  detestable  oligarchy,  whose  members,  liberal  and  clerical,  were 
engaged  in  incessant  conflict,  and  on  the  o^er  side  a  whole  population  oppressed  and  re- 
duced to  servitude,  our  soldiers  would  not  have  been  able,  without  being  crushed  under  the 
number  of  their  adversaries,  to  act  in  very  small  columns  for  the  purpose  of  operating  suc- 
cessfully on  points  the  most  distant  from  headquarters.  Several  hundred  French  soldiers 
penetrated  to  considerable  distance — ^to  two  or  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  capital ;  they 
everywhere  met  sympathetic  or  indifferent  populations,  taking  part  in  a  struggle  which  did 
not  appear  to  concern  them. 

The  facts  are  there  with  their  eloquence ;  they  prove  that  we  have  overturned  in  Mexico 
an  odious  tyranny  without  impairing  a  pure  patriotism. 

Soldiers  of  France,  you  have  been  liberators  and  not  oppressors.  No  sorrow  will  obscure 
your  glory ;  preserve  tranquillity  of  soul  and  of  conscience :  equity  and  right  are  with  you. 

Numerous  VOICES.    Very  good i    Very  good. 

M.  LB  Baron  Jerome  David.  Ougl^t  we  to  prolong  our  stay  in  Mexico  until  every 
difficulty  should  have  disappeared;  until  a  complete  pacification  causes  the  regular  working  of 
the  several  branches  of  the  government  7 

I  would  answer,  yes.  If  it  were  given  us  to  define,  to  fix  a  precise  period  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  task  which  depends  upon  a  mass  of  different  elements — the  ability  of  the  prince, 
the  sagacity  of  those  in  power,  the  successive  changes  of  public  opinion,  the  sacriiices  of 
adherents,  finally,  in  a  certain  measure,  events  in  the  other  portions  of  America— I  aziswer 
no,  because  all  these  elements  of  success  give  place  to  the  unforeseen,  and  it  would  be  inju- 
rious to  give  up  to  unforeseen  contingencies  the  sacrifices  demanded  of  France.  We  were  to 
leave  Mexico ;  a  date  was  to  be  fixed  for  our  departure.  You  were  told  just  now — and  that 
moved  me  for  an  instant — ^**Take  care ;  you  are  xwoff  to  leave  Mexico,  and  what  will  be- 
come of  your  countrymen  and  the  native  partisans  of  intervention  7  To  what  dangers  will 
they  not  be  exposed  7  What  will  happen  7  You  will  be  lacking  to  your  promises,  and 
thousands  of  Mexicans  and  Frenchmen  will  reproach  you  with  their  ruin,  will  reproach  you 
with  the  disasters  which  will  overwhelm  them.''^ 

In  the  first  place  it  is  going  too  fast  to  imagine  the  immediate  faU  of  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian. 

Then  it  would  be  well«  before  casting  that  reproach,  to  ask,  what  would  have  happened  if 
we  had  given  up  when  Spain  and  England  did.  Do  you  imagine  that  our  countrymen  and 
these  Mexicans  who  had  invoked  the  intervention  would  have  found  themselves  in  a  better 
situation  than  to-day  T    You  would  deceive  yourselves  greatly. 

The  affairs  of  Mexico  were  difficult  and  embarrassing.  We  have  encountered  difficulties 
of  all  sorts ;  we  have  tried  in  every  way  to  overcome  tnem ;  in  every  case  we  have  the  high 
boast  of  having  sensibly  diminislied  th«m ;  impartial  history  will  recognise  it. 

In  eighteen  months  we  will  leave  Mexico ;  during  these  eighteen  months  our  countrymen 
'  and  those  natives  who  have  not  confidence  can  retire;  they  will  suffer  losses,  perhaps,  but 
these  losses  will  be  much  less  than  they  would  have  been  if  we  had  left  Mexico  at  the  same 
time  with  Spain  and  England. 

Whatever  may  himpen  after  having  obtained  full  satisfaction  through  arms,  we  will  have 
done  for  Mexico  all  u  was  possible  to  do ;  all  that  could  be  reconciled  with  the  interests  and 
honor  of  France.    (Lively  assent) 
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For  the  rest,  of  two  thiDgs,  one :  Either  after  the  departure  of  our  troops  the  emperor 
Maximilian  will  maintain  himself,  and  in  that  case  we  will  at  once  have  accomplished  a 
conaiderable  work  for  Mexico,  not  only  to  the  advantage  of  French  inflaence,  but  also  in 
the  general  influence  of  the  civilization  of  the  world ;  or  the  emperor  Maximilian  wiU  yield 
to  the  difficulties  which  he  cannot  overcome;  he  will  spend  ostentatiously  the  resources 
needed  for  organization ;  he  will  pass  successively  from  excessive  rigors  to  measures  of  ex- 
aggerated clemency ;  he  will  waver  between  all  parties,  without  resting  upon  any,  offend- 
ing in  turn  those  who  called  for  him,  and  those  wno  might  adopt  him,  in  the  mad  folly— alas ! 
too  habitual  to  governments— of  trying  to  conciliate  implacable  enemies ;  in  this  case  we  will 
none  the  less  have  proved  that  the  anger  of  France  strikes  everywhere  those  who  incur  it. 

If  the  emperor  >laximilian  commits  blunders  which  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  main- 
tain himself  it  is  then  important  that  it  be  the  Mexicans  themselves  who  regulate  their  own 
destinies. 

As  long  as  the  affairs  of  Mexico.are  arranged,  after  our  departure,  without  foreign  inter- 
vention, I  say  that  the  attitude  of  France  is  a  most  enviable  one,  and  that  we  have  courage- 
ously attempted  a  great  act  of  civilization.  As  to  the  costs  of  the  war  and  French  interests 
in  case  of  the  fall  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  they  will  remain  at  the  charge  of  succeeding 
governments  in  Mexico :  I  can  scarcely  see  how  we  should  diminish  our  financial  losses  in 
engaging  ourselves  further  to  protect  the  Mexican  credit 

Whatever  may  happen,  we  nave  taught  the  Mexican  populations  to  understand  notions  of 
order,  of  common  law,  of  general  security,  of  civil  equality ;  these  notions  may  be  for  a 
moment  obscured  by  disorders,  but  gleams  of  light  will  arise  from  them  to  regenerate  Mex 
ico.  Let  us  not  doubt  Providence ;  let  us  not  accord  to  evil  alone  the  power  of  duration 
and  expansion.  We  have  thrown  fruitful  seeds  into  Mexico ;  these  seeds  will  bear  their 
fruits,  and  we  may  be  proud  of  the  part  which  we  have  played  in  this.  [Marks  of  adhesion 
and  approbation.  ] 

Reproaches  have  been  addressed  to  the  govenmient  on  the  subject  of  the  Mexican  loan. 
I  have  frequently  heard  reproaches  in  and  out  of  this  chamber. 

This  loan  was  openly  facilitated  by  the  French  government.  What  is  there  surprising  in 
that  1  How !  We  had  our  armies  in  Mexico ;  we  had  seconded,  as  far  as  we  could,  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  monarchy,  conceived,  it  is  true,  by  Mexicans.  We  had  furnished  to  this 
cause  what  is  most  precious,  the  banner  and  the  soldiers  of  France,  and  we  were  not  to  aid 
the  placing  of  the  loan,  which  is  only  a  small  feature  of  the  manifestation  of  our  sympa- 
thies. 

'^ere  these  loans  of  1864  and  1865  issued  mysteriously?  Was  it  an  unknown  situation, 
founded  on  ignorance  of  facts,  working  the  good  faith  of  subscribers  7  Had  not  the  Mexi- 
can question  passed  through  attacks,  let  me  say,  angry  and  exaggerated  7  Had  it  not  been 
presented  under  the  most  sinister  aspects  7  Had  not  discussion  and  contradiction  been  ex- 
ercised on  the  chances,  bad  and  good,  of  the  new  empire ;  on  the  natural  riches  of  the  Mexican 
soil ;  on  the  political  state  of  populations ;  on  the  development  or  the  sterility  of  resources  T 
Had  not  all  these  investigations,  all  these  researches,  all  these  criticisms  been  laid  before  the 
public  ever  since  1861 7  The  government  believed  that  Mexico  would  rise  up  again,  and  it 
does  not  yet  despair  of  it.  Do  not,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  your  argument,  represent  the 
subscriber  or  the  holder  of  the  Mexican  loan  an  incapable  person,  led  into  error.  Do  not 
ask  that  the  government  should  be  the  guardian,  the  only  responsible  guide  of  dtizens  in 
the  least  acts.  We  revolt  every  day  against  this  idea,  which  I  declare  inacceptable.  There 
were  exceptional  advantages  for  the  subscriber.  Does  not  ey&ry  one  know  that  the  rate  of 
interest  paid  by  the  borrower  indicates  his  chances  of  solvency  7     [Movements.] 

I  do  not  admit  that  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  should  be  taxed  wi^  incapacity ;  they 
have  acted  with  full  knowledge  of  the  matter.  There  had  been  public  discussions ;  they 
knew  what  they  were  doing ;  it  was  a  question  of  judgment,  of  impression,  which  eTery 
one  could  decide  at  his  own  will  and  pleai^re. 

Several  MEMBERS.    True!     [Interruption  and  various  noises.] 

Baron  Jerome  David.  If  it  is  true  that  public  opinion  in  France  desires  the  return  of 
our  troops  ;  if  it  is  true  that  this  return  is  commanded  by  our  well-understood  interests,  we 
should  have  serious  guarantees  of  the  non-intervention  of  foreign  powers.  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  intervention  ot  the  United  States  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  By  what  right,  and  for 
what  purpose  would  they  intervene  7  The  population  of  Mexico  is  composed  of  Creoles^ 
half-breeds,  and  Indians.  There  is  no  kind  of  analogy  of  relation  between  the  Spaiiish 
American  race  and  the  auglo-American.  Manners,  temperament,  language,  religious  ^th, 
all  differ ;  all  is  opposition  and  contrast  The  question  of  race  is,  therefore,  out  of  the 
question. 

There  is  talk  of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  Since  when  has  a  doctrine  enunciated  in  a  mes- 
sage addressed  to  the  nation  taken  the  force  of  law  for  foreign  nations  7  We  could  uudei^ 
stand  that  the  United  States  should  be  moved  by  an  aggressive  neighborhood,  or  are 
threatening  the  internal  institutions  of  the  Union ;  but  because  one  nation  is  ruled  by  the 
republican  form,  it  is  not  just  to  pretend  that  monarchical  institutions  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  Now  World,  even  when  they  are  acclimated  among  a  people  who,  by  their  im- 
portance, thq  relative  weakness  of  their  resources,  the  extent  of  their  territory,  the  distance 
of  their  capital,  could  not  in  the  least  influence  the  political  mechanism  of  the  nation  in 
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queetion.  To  sustain  such  a  proposition  is  not  possible  in  fair  and  legal  discossion,  es- 
peciallj  when — thanks  to  the  sohditj  of  its  institutions — ^a  nation  has  traversed  a  terrible 
crisis,  and  placed  on  foot  instantly  the  most  considerable  armies  of  which  modem  history 
makes  mention.  There  can  be  no  danger  to  the  United  States  ^om  the  Mexican  monarchy. 
It  would  be  years  before  Mexico  could  set  on  foot  a  single  army  corps  comparable  to  the 
contingents  raised  by  the  United  States  during  the  recent  war  between  the  federals  and  the 
confederates.  Beside  the  negative  right  of  the  United  States  stands  the  positive  right, 
recognized  by  every  sovereign  nation  to  make  war  and  to  assure  its  results.  In  virtue  of 
this  right  we  have  seconded  the  accession  of  the  emperor  Maximilian.  Now  I  repeat,  if, 
in  consequence  of  wrong  directions,  the  emperor  Maximilian  should  fall  by  the  will  of  the 
Mexicans,  France  has  not  to  interfere ;  she  declares  that  she  adopts  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention. We  have  sympathies,  preferences ;  the  United  States  are  perfectly  free  to 
have  their  impressions  oi  this  kind ;  but  it  will  neither  be  their  business  nor  ours  to  meddle 
in  the  events  which  take  place  in  Mexico.  If  it  is  di£5pult  to  perceive  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  intervene  in  Mexico,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  their  interest  in  plunging 
into  so  grave  an  adventure.  If,  in  default  of  right,  there  were  a  true  interest  for  this  great 
nation,  for  this  adventurous,  energetic  nation,  it  would  be  capable  of  invoking  a  right,  more 
or  less  genuine,  to  subserve  its  interests.  Does  there  exist  a  powerful  interest  which  could 
lead  the  United  States  to  expose  themselves,  not  to  war  with  France,  but  to  a  rupture  7 
Would  it  be  to  seek  an  aggrandizement  of  territory  ?  The  United  States  are  already .  some- 
what embarrassed  with  what  they  already  possess,  pow  that  it  is  necessary  to  reconstruct 
solidly  the  Union.  Would  it  be  their  interest  to  bring  Mexico  back  to  its  former  anarchy  ? 
Is  it  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  commerce  of  the  northern  States  to  find  itself  in  relation 
with  a^  country  at  peace,  well  governed,  disposing  of  resources  well  worked  and  managed  T 
Would  not  the  prosperity  of  Mexico  be  an  element  of  wealth  to  the  United  States  1  The 
different  Presidents  of  the  United  States  have  thought  so.  This  thought  reveals  itself  in 
their  messages — they  deplore  the  disorders  which  have  desolated  Mexico.  President 
Buchanan  said,  in  1858:  "The  successive  goverffments  of  Mexico  have  not  been  able  to 
afford  effective  protection  either  to  Mexican  citizens  or  foreign  residents,  against  violence 
and  lawlessness."  Mr.  Buchahan  said,  in  1859 :  "  Without  help,  Mexico  will  not  be  able  to 
resume  her  position  among  nations,  nor  enter  into  any  course  fruitful  of  good  results."  After 
such  declarations,  the  United  States  could  with  ill  grace  deliberately  take  sides  with  the  faction 
which  we  went  to  Mexico  to  subdue.  When  I  regard  the  proofs  of  good  sense  and  exalted 
wisdom  given  by  the  men  of  the  United  States,  I  say  that  such  a  conflict  is  impossible,  and 
that  it  will  not  take  place.  The  United  States  will  learn  from  the  dissolution  which  jias 
threatened  them,  and  which  they  have  so  painfully  surmounted,  the  reserve  necessary  to 
renounce  the  temptations  to  domination  over  the  New  World,  which  are  in  violation  of 
justice  and  reason. 

The  discoveries  of  science  have  brought  nearer  different  continents;  relations  are  multi- 
plied ;  contact  becomes  incessant ;  we  are  nearing  the  period  when  peoples  will  be  called 
either  to  unite  in  the  interest  of  civilization  to  demand  for  the  works  ot  their  genius,  for  the 
exchange  of  their  products,  for  the  adoption  of  their  improvements,  a  new  impulse  in  the 
path  of  social  amelioration,  or  to  give  themselves  up  to  conflict  and  jealousy  in  the  interest 
of  error  and  despotism.  The  United  States  have  better  work  to  do  than  to  allow  themselves 
to  be  led  by  the  eccentric  and  quarrelsome  instincts  of  a  turbulent  minority;  they  have 
better  work  to  do  than  to  identify  themselves  with  bad  causes  which  do  not  concern  them — 
that  is,  to  accept  the  co-operation  of  Europe  to  bring  back  into  the  iutellectutd  and  economic 
movement  of  our  times  the  numerous  populations  scattered  through  the  immense  spaces 
which  extend  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Cape  Horn.  We  do  not  so  so  far  as  to  ask  the  United 
States  to  understand  as  we  do  tiieir  providential  mission ;  we  do  not  g^  so  far  as  to  demand 
of  them  the  recognition  of  the  order  of  things  established  in  Mexico.  We  desire  only  that 
they  shall  know  that  we  have  not  carried  our  banner  to  the  soil  of  Mexico,  where  so  many 
of  ours  have  fallen  gloriously,  to  allow  that,  nnder  pretext  of  difference  of  appreciation,  and 
in  contempt  of  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  third  parties  should  come  immediately 
after  our  oeparture  to  overturn  an  edifice  cemented  with  the  blood  of  our  soldiers.  [Very 
.  good !  ]  We  have  nothing  but  sympathetic  sentiments  for  the  United  States.  We  have 
not  forgotten  that  our  fathers  fought  in  the  front  rank  of  the  heroes  of  American  independ- 
ence. We  could  only  deplore  a  rupture  with  a  friendly  nation,  whose  liberation  shines  in 
history  like  the  radiant  dawn  of^  the  French  revolution.  Nevertheless,  these  precious 
souvenirs  cannot  prevent  us  from  reminding  Americans  that  France  wishes  to  find  among 
them  a  reciprocation  of  the  courtesy,  the  consideration,  and  the  esteem  which  she  accords 
them.  No;  the  United  States  will  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  Their  statesmen 
may  not  at  once  depart  from  the  strange  forms  of  their  official  communications  and  of  their 
harangues,  which  flatter  the  American  temperament,  which  is  fond  of  loud  and  bold  declara- 
tions. In  America,  popularity  is  gained  by  all  sorts  of  audacity.  We  will  have  no  trouble 
in  answering  the  rudeness  of  the  diplomatic  style  of  the  United  States  by  the  polished,  firm, 
and  moderate  language  which  suits  a  nation  like  France.    [Applause.] 

The  future  of  Mexico  will  rest,  then,  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans,  and  no  collision  will 
Arise  from  our  generous  enterprise.  We  have  borne  to  Mexico  the  genius  of  civilization ;  it 
may  lufEer  trialS,  from  which  it  will  certainly  arise  victorious.    We  may,  therefore,  gentle- 
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men,  regard  the  fhtare  with  confidence,  and  be  convinced  that^  In  seconding  the  policy  of 
the  government,  we  have  done  an  act  truly  good  and  uaefdl  for  the  prestige  and  gloiy  of 
our  country.  In  sustaining  the  policy  of  the  government  we  remain  the  representatives  of 
that  proud  and  generous  france  whicJb  prefers  resolution  and  even  boldness  to  the  reproach 
of  indecision  and  of  fear.  Let  us  be  independent  of  appeals  made  to  selfish  and  vulgar 
sentiments,  and  sustain  a  policy  which  has  only  in  view  the  greatness  and  dignity  of  the 
country.     [Numerous  marss  of  approbation.  J 

The  rresident  Walewski.  No  one  asking  the  floor,  the  chamber  will  pass  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  articles. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Mr.  President,  we  were  waiting  for  the  explanations  of  the  govern- 
ment. I  can  understand  that  they  are  very  difficult  for  it ;  but  they  would  be  very  intere«t- 
ine  for  the  country. 

The  President  Walewski.  The  government  is  the  best  judge  of  what  is  to  be  done. 
[Yes,  yes;  the  vote.] 

M.  Chaoc  d*E8T-Ai96,  vice-pi^sident  of  council  of  state  (rising.)  The  chamber  under- 
stands perfectly. 

Numerous  voices.  It  is  useless ;  the  vote,  the  vote. 

The  vice-president  of  the  council  of  state  resumes  his  seat. 

The  President  Wai.ewski  reads  the  first  article  of  the  law. 


[Translation.  1 

MEXICO 

The  Minister  for  Foreign  Affaire  to  the  Minieter  of  France  in  Mexico, 

Paris,  August  ]4,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatches  to  date  of  10th  July.     What  yvu  write  to  me  on 
the  affair  of  our  claims  very  particularly  called  my  attention.    You  have  thought  with  reason 
that  the  necessity  of  settling  as  promptly  as  possible  the  interests  of  our  countrymen  ni^;lit 
induce  us  to  deviate,  in  some  measure,  nrom  our  legitimate  requirements. 

I  consider,  therefore,  that  the  settlement  in  gross — the  adoption  of  which  you  have  pro- 
posed to  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian — would  on  the  whole  be  advantageous 
to  bur  countrymen  and  therefore  acceptable  to  us.  I  invite  you,  in  consequence,  to  preea 
it  in  the  most  serious  manner  that  the  arrangements  you  may  have  prepared  may  reeeiTe 
without  delay  the  adhesion  of  the  Mexican  government 
Receive,  &c.,  &c 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minister  of  Franu  in  Mexico  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  September  28,  1865. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  received  the  despatch  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  addreaa  to 
me,  dated  1 4th  Auf^st  last  Your  excellency  having  pleased  to  approve  the  mode  of  settle- 
ment in  gross  which  I  had  proposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  government  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian,  for  the  purpose  or  arriving  at  a  prompt  conclusion  of  the  affair  of  the  claims  of 
France,  I  resumed  with  renewed  activity  this  important  negotiation,  which  I  had  not  mean- 
time lost  sight  of  for  a  single  moment  I  have  to-day  the  satisfaction  of  beine  able  to  an- 
nounce to  you  that  my  efforts  have  not  been  altogether  fruitless,  and  that  I  signM  yesterday, 
the  27th,  a  convention  which  will  give,  if  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  satisfaction  to  all  the  in- 
terests in  the  case. 

Please  accept,  &c., 

DANG. 

The  modifications  of  form  to  be  eiven  to  the  convention  of  the  27th  September,  1865,  hav- 
ing retarded  the  ratifications,  we  limit  ourselves  here  to  giving  a  summary  of  Uie  principil 
provisions  of  this  diplomatic  act. 

The  total  amount  of  indemnities  due  to  Frenchmen  for  dfttnages  caused  directly  to  their 
properties  or  persons  by  Mexican  governments  or  their  agents,  is  fixed  at  the  sum  of  forty 
millions  of  francs.  This  sum  shiul  be  paid  in  bonds  of  the  Mexican  annuity  (rentes)  at  par, 
and  the  French  government  will  carry  mto  effect  such  repartition  among  its  subjects  as  it 
shall  deem  proper. 

The  French  government  is  already  the  depositary,  under  the  head  of  '*  for  account,"  of  a 
sum  of  twelve  millions  of  francs  in  bonds,  of  the  first  loan  contracted  in  Paris,  at  63  per 
cent.,  which  should  represent  at  par—that  is  to  say,  six  per  cent,  each  100  franos— a  smn  of 
1(5,440.000  francs.  *^  C c^c^n\o 
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The  23,660,000  franes  remaraing  doe  will  be  deliyered  in  bonds  of  the  same  nature  at  par 
b7  the  Mexican  commission  of  finance  instituted  at  Paris.  After  havine  effected  the  entire 
delivery  of  the  snm  of  40,000,000  francs,  the  Mexican  goYemment  shall  be  considered 
as  released  from  any  responsibility  to  the  French  in  relation  to  reclamations  they  have  put  in 
to  this  date,  and  the  French  government  engages  not  to  interfere  in  frbvor  of  those  which 
may  be  made  for  the  time  past. 

In  conseqnence  of  patting  in  execution  of  this  convention,  article  12  of  the  oonvention 
concluded  at  Miramar,  the  10th  of  April,  1864,  is  abrogated  in  whatever  has  relation  to  French 
reclamations. 


The  Mwisterf^r  Foreign  Affkin  to  the  Mkneter  of  Frmnee  in  Mexico, 

Pabis,  November  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  placed  before  the  council  of  ministers,  to  be  the  subject  of  special  considera- 
tion, the  project  of  settlement  of  French  claims  which  you  sent  me  with  your  despatch  of 
^th  September.  Two  questions  have  been  successively  discussed,  that  of  the  amount  of 
our  indeoinity,  and  that  of  the  mode  of  payment  which  it  allows. 

When  the  government  of  the  Emperor  decided  upon  settling  in  gross  the  claims  of  its  sub- 
jects, Marshal  Basaine  was  reouested  to  ask  the  Mexican  government  to  remit  to  us  for  this 
object  a  sum  of  fifty  millions  of  francs  in  bonds  of  the  second  Mexican  loan,  which  will  be 
added  to  the  twelve  millions  of  bonds  of  the  loan  of  1864,  alreadv  placed  in  our  hands,  in 
execution  of  the  convention  of  Miramar.  What  we  ask,  then,  is  about  the  sum  which  the 
French  commissioners,  instructed  by  you  at  a  later  date  to  study  the  question,  indicated  to 
yon  as  necessary  eqoitably  to  indemnify  our  countrymen,  say  12,754,366  piastres.  The 
convention  you  signed  with  Mr.  Cesar  fixes  forty  millions  of  francs  only  as  payable  in  bonds 
of  the  Mexican  rentes  at  par,  and  with  this  will  be  compounded  the  twelve  millions  already  in 
our  hands  as  the  whole  amount  of  indemnities  allowea  to  our  subjects.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  wide  difference  between  the  amount  you  have  accepted  and  what  we  deem  we  have  the 
right  to  claim ;  but  after  having  carefully  woiehed  the  motives  which  induced  you  to  make 
it  the  basis  of  the  arrangement  to  be  brought  aoout,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  ap- 
proved yourfresolution.  His  majesty  the  emperor  Maximilian  having  shown  himself  ready 
on  the  one  part  to  adopt  ^is  amount  of  forty  millions  of  francs,  and  your  personal  investi^ 
tions  permitting  us  to  thlflk  on  the  other  part  thai  it  would  in  strictness  suffice  to  indemnify 
our  countiTmen,  it  has  seemed  more  in  accordance  with  their  true  interest  to  hasten  a  Solu- 
tion by  making  deduction  to  a  certain  extent  fr^m  our  le^timate  demands,  than  still  to  delay, 
in  detaining  them,  the  settlements  thepr  have  so  long  waited  for. 

In  aoceptmg  the  amount  of  indemnity  fixed  upon  in  your  project  of  convention,  we  can- 
not, however,  acquiesce  in  the  mode  of  payment  which  is  therein  stipulated.  It  in  fact  pre- 
sents a  difficulty  to  the  Mexican  government  how  to  disencumber  itself  according  to  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  project  of  convention.  By  the  terms  thereof,  the  23,560,0(X)  francs 
which  remain  due  to  us  at  par,  with  the  12,000,000  of  francs  already  in  our  hands,  and  repre- 
sentine  at  par  16,440,000  francs,  our  indemnity  of  40,000,000  ftanoa,  these  23,560,000  fraucs 
should  be  paid  to  us  in  bonds  of  the  first  loan  at  par,  by  the  Mexican  commission  of  finance 
instituted  at  Paris.  But  the  following  circumstances  render  the  literal  execution  of  this 
clause  impracticable  at  thb  day :  WUlst,  in  fact,  the  French  treasury,  usiuff  the  privilege 
accorded  at  the  time  of  the  second  Mexican  loan,  was  converting  the  bonds  of  the  nrst  loan 
remitted  in  virtue  of  the  convention  of  Miramar,  either  for  its  own  account  or  for  the  French 
claiming  indemnities,  into  obligations  analogous  to  those  emitted  1865,  and  then  negotiated 
them,  the  commission  of  finances  of  Mexico  was  availing  of  the  same  opportunity  to  put 
also  on  its  side,  with  the  balance  of  the  bonds  of  the  loan  ot  1864  which  remained  disposable. 
At  this  time,  then,  the  commission  no  longer  has  in  its  possession  any  bonds  of  the  nrst  loan 
which  it  can  employ  in  the  manner  intended  by  the  project  of  convention.  The  Mexican 
government  should  at  once  take  this  into  account,  for  it  has  been  officially  advised  of  the 
operation  effected.  ,  It  must,  therefore,  substitute  a  new  combination  for  that  which  the  con- 
Tention  contains,  as  the  measure  of  conversion  of  bonds  of  the  first  loan,  determined  in  the 
beginning  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Mexican  government,  is  optional.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  500,000  bonds  of  the  second  series  will  not  be  deUvered  in  fuU,  considering 
that  a  certain  number  of  holders  of  six  per  cent  bonds  of  1864  will  not  avail  of  the  option 
which  is  given  them.  The  minister  of  finance  estimates  that  Uiere  will  remain  in  consequence 
without  settled  employment  a  number  of  new  bonds,  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  engage- 
ments which  the  Meidcan  government  may  contract  with  us.  It  is,  consequently,  in  boi^ 
•f  this  second  series,  and  no  longer,  as  the  oonvention  prescribes,  in  bonds  of  the  first  loan, 
that  there  will  be  a  way  of  remitting  to  us  23,560,000  francs,  specified  in  Article  4,  and  I 
request  you  to  ask,  in  this  state  of  things,  the  despatch  to  the  commission  of  Mexican  finance 
at  Paris  of  the  orders  necessanr  that  it  may  carry  out  for  us,  so  far  as  to  meet  the  above  sum, 
the  remainder  of  the  new  bonds,  the  existence  of  which  is  anticipated. 

Accept,  &c 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUY8. 
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The  BUniiUr  qf  France  in  Mexico  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Ajfaire, 

Mexico,  December  28,  1665. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  despatch  which  yonr  exeellenoj  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  the 
14th  of  November  last,  reached  me  on  the  13th  instant  The  same  day  I  began  active 
measures  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  that  the  convention  which  I  had  si^ed  for  Ihe 
settlement  of  ourclaims  should  be  modified  in  what  concerns  the  bonds  to  be  delivered  to  our 
countrymen. 

I  at  first  met  with  a  brisk  opposition.  The  emperor  and  Mr.  Castillo  maintained,  which 
is  true,  that  the  remittance  of  obligations  analogous  to  those  of  the  second  loan  in  place  of 
bonds  of  the  first,  would  become  more  onerous  on  the  Mexican  treasury,  the  conversion  and 
the  establishment  of  premiums  having  occasioned  considerable  outlay.  However,  I  showed 
myself  so  pressing  that  I  carried  the  point  next  day.  I  have  had  it  understood  that  it  was 
requisite  to  place  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his  government  in  position  to  declare  to  the 
French  Chambers  that  the  affair  of  the  claims  is  decidedly  settled.  That  there  might  be  no 
doubt  about  it,  and  that  the  concession  I  asked  for  should  havd  a  thorough  ofiicial  character, 
I  passed  on  this  subject  an  exchange  of  notes  with  Mr.  Castillo. 

The  clause  in  virtue  of  which  a  sum  of  23.560,000  francs  in  bonds  of  the  first  loan  at  par 
was  to  be  paid  over  to  us,  having  become  impracticable  in  consequence  of  the  conversion, 
it  rests  established  that  this  sum  shall  be  remitted  to  us  in  obligations  of  the  second  series 
remaining  without  definite  employment. 

The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  has  given  instructions  in  this  sense  to  the  Mexican  minister 
at  Paris,  and  the  Mexican  commission  will  have  to  remit  the  obligations  as  soon  as  the  con- 
vention shall  be  ratified. 

I  shall  wait  till  your  excellency  lets  me  know  what  change  must  be  made  in  the  draft  of 
the  convention. 

Accept,  ^^,  4bc 

DANO. 


The  Minister  of  France  in  Mexico  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mmco,  January  18, 1866. 

BIr.  Minister  :  Your  excellency  knows  already  that  I  have  obtained  that  the  Mexican 
government  should  pay  us  in  obligations  of  the  second  series  of  the  second  loan.  The  leg^ 
tion  of  Mexico  at  Paris  has  received  the  same  notification,  but  the  under  secretary  of  state 
for  finance  has  not  yet  transmitted  the  order  to  deliver  to  us  the  bonds,  which,  according  to 
him,  should  not  be  remitted  until  after  the  official  ratification  of  the  convention.  I  have 
combatted  this  pretension,  which  would  occasion  fresh  delays.  The  two  governments  having 
agreed  upon  the  modifications  to  be  inserted  in  it,  the  convention  should  be  considered  aa 
ratified  morally.  Mr.  Cesar  being  absent  at  this  time,  the  emperor  sends  to  me  from  Cha- 
pultepec  a  telegpram,  by  which  he  advises  me  that  Mr.  Langlai  has  it  in  his  power  to  give 
the  orders  necessary  to  the  Mexican  commission  of  finance. 

I  caused  this  telegram  to  be  taken  to  the  counsellor  of  state  on  the  mission,  who  as  I  sap- 
posed  does  not  think  himself  authorized  to  order  anything  because  he  has  not  any  official 
character.  However,  I  beg  him  to  write  to  Mr.  Fould  or  to  Mr.  Germing,  annexing  to  bis 
letter  the  telegram  in  which  the  emperor  Maximilian  expresses  his  intentions.  To-morrow  I 
will  endeavor  beside  to  send  by  telegraph,  through  Mr.  Castillo,  a  formal  order  to  remit  the 
bonds. 

Accept,  &c 

DANO. 


The  Minister  qf  France  in  Mexico  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  Febrmary  9,  1866» 
Mr.  Minister  :  Mr.  Castillo  informs  me  that  instructions  are  to  be  sent  to  the  commis- 
sioner of  finance  of  Mexico  at  Paris  to  place  in  your  hands  the  47,1SK)  bonds  of  the  second 
series,  representing  the  23,560,000  francs  which  pay  off  the  indemnitiea.  The  minister  fox 
foreign  affiairs  asks  me  at  the  same  time  that  the  convention  of  September  17  be  ratified  by 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  to  be  afterwards  endued  with  the  like  formalitv  by  the  Emperor 
Maximilian,  when  the  proper  modifications  have  been  added  to  the  dran  of  some  of  tho 
articles. 
Accept,  ^c,  &e^ 

DANa 
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The  MinUUrfor  Foreign  Ajfmrs  to  the  Mimster  qf  France  in  Mexico, 

Paris,  January  14,  1866. 

The  sitoation  in  which  we  are  now  placed  in  Mexico  must  not  be  prolonged,  and  cir- 
cumstancea  require  ns  to  take,  in  this  respect,  a  definitive  resolation,  which  the.  Emperor 
has  ordered  me  to  communicate  to  you. 

Our  expedition  had  only  for  object  primitively  to  follow  out  the  revindication  of  our  credits 
and  indemnities  due  to  our  subjects.  If  at  any  time  we  have  deemed  it  of  advantage  to 
fftye  our  aid  to  the  efiforts  of  a  nation  which  aspired  to  the  recovery  of  order  and  well- 
being  under  a  regular  government;  if  oar  legitimate  interests  counselled  us  to  second 
the  prince  who  consecrated  himself  to  this  generous  task,  our  co-operation  was  to  be  con- 
finea  within  precise  limits,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  convention  of  Miramar  to  de- 
termine. The  reciprocal  arrangements  indicated  in  that  act  fixed  the  measure  and  condi- 
tions up<m  which  it  was  permitted  to  us  to  allow  the  forces  of  France  to  assist  in  the  con- 
solidation of  a  friendly  government  It  would  be  superfluous  to  dwell  on  the  reasons  which 
place  the  court  of  Mexico,  notwithstanding  the  integrity  of  its  purposes,  in  admitted  im- 
possibility henceforth  to  ftdfil  these  obligations.  On  the  one  siae  every  appeal  to  credit 
would  be  without  fruit ;  on  the  other  we  cannot,  outside  of  stipulations  agrsed  upon,  take 
upon  ourselves  exclusive  charge  of  the  Mexican  government,  provide  by  our  army  for  its 
defence,  and  from  our  finances  for  the  service  ot  its  administration.  The  advances  which 
we  have  several  times  consented  to  must  not  be  repeated,  and  the  Empen^  will  not  ask  fresh 
sacrifices  from  France. 

Our  occupation  must  therefore  come  to  an  end,  and  we  should  prepare  for  it  without 
delav.  The  Emperor  charges  you,  sir,  to  ^  this  in  concert  with  our  august  ally,  after  a 
frank  discussion,  in  which  Marshal  Baiaine  is  naturally  called  to  take  part,  shall  have  de- 
termined the  means  for  guaranteeing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, the  security  of  our  credits,  and  the  claims  of  our  countrymen.  The  desire  of  his 
Majesty  is  that  the  evacuation  should  begin  toward  the  coming  autumn. 

1  ou  will  please,  sir,  to  read  this  despatch  to  his  excellency  tiie  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  leave  him  a  copy.  I  charge  Baron  Saillard  to  add  thereto,  verballv,  all  necessary 
explanations,  and  to  report  to  me  at  an  early  day  the  answer,  through  which  you  will  in- 
form me  of  the  definitive  arrang^ements  which  will  have  been  eonclndea. 

Accept,  &c.,  &c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


The  Minieterfor  Foreign  Affaire  to  the  Minister  of  France  in  Mexico^ 

Paris,  January  15,  1866. 

I  think  it  a  dut^  to  enter  here  into  some  developments  for  your  complete  information  upon 
the  subject  to  which  my  despatch  dated  yesterday  relates. 

The  settlement  of  our  claim,  such  as  results  firom  the  convention  which  you  signed  in 
Mexico  the  27th  September,  1865,  and  which  has  received,  in  its  essential  provisions,  the  ap- 
proval of  his  Majesty,  assures  to  our  countrymen  an  acceptable  reparation  for  the  damages 
they  have  undergone.  This  convention  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  loyally  executed.  Thus  will 
be  attained,  in  what  most  nearly  affects  us,  the  purpose  of  our  expedition,  and  satisfaction 
will  be  given  for  the  grievance  which  constrainea  us  to  take  up  arms. 

I  need  uot  recall  the  considerations  which  led  us  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  object  of  our  expe- 
dition, but  to  use  it  to  profit  by  proffering  to  Mexico  important  diances  of  a  needed  regenera- 
tion. This  thought,  the  legitimacy  of  which  we  affirm  anew,  the  disinterestedness  and  hiffh 
political  bearing  thereof,  determined  the  support  we  have  lent  to  the  enterprise  courageously 
undertaken  by  the  emperor  Maximilian.  Kesolved  to  second  his  efforts,  it  was  our  duty,  at 
any  rate,  to  regulate  tne  conditions  of  our  co-operation  by  the  measure  of  the  French  in- 
terests, about  which,  before  all,  we  should  preoccupy  ourselves.  The  Emperor,  through 
wise  forecast,  wished  to  preserve  his  government  from  the  allurements  of  a  generous 
thought  bv  defining  the  nature  and  in  advance  restricting  the  extent  of  assistance  which  it 
was  permissible  to  us  to  grant.  We  had  to  stipulate  at  the  same  time  for  the  equivalent 
resources  which  should  be  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  for  the  quotient  and  the  coming  in  of 
the  sums  intended  to  defrav  our  expenditures.  Such  was  the  object  of  the  convention  of 
Miramar,  which  was  to  be  the  regulator  of  our  rights  and  our  reciprocal  duties.  It  would 
have  no  iDterest  now  to  recall  the  circumstances  which  prevent  the  Mexican  government 
from  henceforth  fulfilling  the  obligations  which  that  act  imposes  on  it,  and  which  threaten  to 
cast  upon  us,  without  any  of  the  eouivalents  promised,  the  burden  of  a  new  establishment 
I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  remarks  which  abound,  in  this  respect,  in  my  correspondence  with 
the  legation  of  the  Emperor,  and  it  would  seem  superfluous  to  me  now  to  seek  out  in  idle 
discussion  the  causes  of  a  situation  which  my  duty  onlv  obliges  me  to  state.  In  equity, 
the  chances  of  the  bilateral  contracts  which  bound  us  to  the  Mexican  government  being  no 
longer  to  be  executed  by  it,  we  are  ourselves  released  from  the  obligations  we  had  contracted. 

Uowever,  sir,  we  perhaps  would  not  have  thought  of  availing  ourselves  of  the  privilega 
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grveti  OS  by  the  Don-«xeciition  hj  the  Mexican  ^▼emment  of  the  enf^agements  of  the  treatj 
of  Miramar  to  declare  onrselves  exonerated  from  ours,  if  oar  resolation  in  that  respect  were 
not  controlled  by  a  consideration  of  fact  which  admits  no  diseossion.  The  Mexican  govera- 
ment  is  powerless  to  faroish  to  us  those  financial  resources  which  are  indispensable  to  keep 
up  oar  military  strenj^ ;  and,  besides,  it  even  calls  npon  as  to  take  charge  of  a  large  part  oi 
the  expenses  of  its  mtemal  administration.  These  embarrassments  are  not  new,  and  at 
▼arions  intervals  we  have  attempted  to  meet  them  by  fiMolitating  loans,  which  have  placed 
large  sums  at  the  disposal  of  Mexico.  To-day  any  sach  reooorse  to  credit  is  admitted  to  be 
impossible.  What  remidns  to  us  to  do,  in  view  of  the  established  emptiness  of  the  Mexican 
treasiffY  and  of  demands  which  its  poverty  casts  back  on  as  f  The  provisions  of  oor  bod^pet 
4o  not  famish  as  any  means  of  sopplying  this  deficit  If  Mexico  cannot  pay  the  troops  which 
we  maintain  in  its  territonr,  it  will  oe  impossible  for  as  to  keep  them  there.  As  for  asking 
from  oar  coontry  new  credits  for  this  object,  I  have  already  explatned  this  to  you.  As  I  have 
told  ^on,  pablic  o^nion  has  pronoanced,  with  irrefatable  aatnority,  that  the  limit  of  sacri- 
fices is  rea(^ied.  France  will  refuse  to  add  anything  to  them,  and  the  Emperor  will  not  ask 
it.  Far  from  me  be  the  idea  of  misconstruing  the  efforts  aooomplished  by  tke  emperor  Maxi- 
milian  and  by  his  government  The  emperor  has  resolutely  encountered  the  difficulties 
inherent  to  every  new  establishment,  and  which  the  peculiar  conditioa  in  which  Mexico  was 
placed,  periiaps,  rendered  still  more  arduous.  His  impulsion  has  been  felt  throughout;  and 
if  it  has  not  been  given  to  him  to  operate  to  the  extent  of  his  good  intentions,  and  so  rapidly 
as  he  conceived  them,  the  transformation  which  the  administration  of  the  country  calls  for, 
incontestable  results  do  not  the  less  attest  the  activity  of  his  initiative.  In  the  provinces  as 
in  the  capital,  wherever  iSae  emperor,  and  the  empress,  so  gallantly  associated  in  the  work 
of  her  august  husband,  have  beisn  able  to  make  themselves  personally  known,  their  sympa 
thetic  reception  by  the  peojde  bears  witness  of  their  confidence— of  the  hopes  with  which 
they  cling  to  the  restoration  of  the  empire.  The  emperor  has  himself  proclaimed  the  dose 
of  the  civil  war,  if,  indeed,  the  resistance  to  his  authority  merited  that  name. 

This  situation,  encouraging  in  many  respects,  leaves  me  to  ask  whether  the  well-nnder* 
etood  interests  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  are  not  here  found  to  be  in  accord  with  the  neces- 
sities to  which  we  are  bound  to  yield.  Of  all  the  reproaches  beard  from  dissidents  in  tha 
interior  and  adversaries  abroad,  the  most  dangerous  to  a  government  which  is  being  estab- 
lished is  certainly  that  of  being  sust^ed  only  by  foreign  rorce.  Without  question,  the  sa^ 
frages  of  Mexicans  have  met  this  itnpatation.  It  subsists,  however,  ana  it  is  well  under- 
stood how  advantageous  it  will  be  to  the  cause  of  the  empire  to  take  away  this  weapon  from 
its  adversaries. 

At  the  moment  when  these  various  considerations  oblige  us  to  look  to  the  dose  of  our 
military  occupation,  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  in  its  solicitude  about  the  important 
work  in  whicn  it  took  the  initiative,  and  in  its  sympathy  for  Uie  emperor  Maximilian,  was 
obliged  to  take  into  strict  account  the  financial  situation  of  Mexico.  That  situation  is 
serious,  but  it  is  not  desperate.  With  energv  and  courage,  with  firm  and  sustained  will,  the 
Jiexican  empire  can  triumph  over  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  its  way ;  but  success  can  only 
be  had  at  this  price.  This  is  the  conviction  we  have  extracted  from  the  careful  and  scrupa- 
lous  examination  of  its  obligations  and  of  its  resources,  and  you  must  endeavor  to  impress 
this  upon  the  mind  of  ^  emperor  MaTJmilian  and  his  government 
Accept,  See 

DBOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Tk$  Minister  for  Formgn  A  fairs  to  tke  Minister  of  Frumce  in  Mexico, 

Paris,  FAmmrji  16,  1866. 

Sir:  At  the  time  I  am  writing  this  despatch  to  you  Baron  de  Sallard  must  have  reached 
Mexico.  The  instructions  from  the  government  of  the  Emperor  are,  therefore,  known  to 
you.  His  Majesty  has  himself  taken  care,  in  his  speech  at  the  openincp  of  the  legislative 
session,  to  inform  the  great  bodies  of  the  state  of  these  resolutions.  "To-day  I  have  only  to 
confirm  the  general  directions  contained  in  my  despatch  of  14th  and  15th  January,  and  to 
recommend  to  you  to  settle,  without  delay,  with  the  Mexican  government  the  arrangements 
intended  to  reslize  the  views  of  the  Emperor. 

The  wish  of  his  Majesty  is,  as  you  know,  that  the  evacuation  should  begin  towards  next 
autumn,  and  be  accomplished  as  promptly  as  possible.  Tou  will  have  an  understandii^ 
with  Marshal  de  Bazaine  to  fix  on  the  successive  periods  in  accord  with  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian. 

I  cannot  here  develop  the  various  considerations  which  must  be  taken  into  account  in  the 
conduct  of  this  operation,  some  of  a  nature  purelv  military  and  technical,  and  essentially  in 
the  province  of  the  marshal  commander-in-chief ;  others,  more  political  in  character,  are 
remitted  to  your  appreciations  in  common,  enlightened  by  the  perfect  knowledge  which  yoa 
have  of  local  circumstances,  and  the  necessities  which  they  impose. 

It  is  equally  important,  also,  sir,  to  strike  the  balance  ^  the  finandal  situation  and  deter 
mine  the  guarantees  which  the  secority  of  the  debt  due  to  us  requires.    The  provisions  of 
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the  treaty  of  Miramar  not  havingf  been  Tealizeci,  reeourse  must  be  bad  to  otber  eombinations 
to  secnre  tbe  reimbursement  of  oar  advances,  and  at  tbe  same  time  to  provide,  in  tbe  interest 
of  the  Mexican  credit,  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  the  debts  contracted  bj 
the  loans  of  1864  and  1865.  Mr.  Langias  will  receive  bj  this  courier,  from  the  minister  of 
finance,  detailed  instructions,  which  he  will  communicate  to  you ;  you  will  also  have  an 
understanding  with  him,  in  order  to  assure  their  execution. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  thought  tbe  simplest  and  least  onerous  combination 
for  the  Mexican  government  would  consist  in  placing  in  our  hands  the  custom-houses  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  or  others  which  should  be  deemed  more  suitable.  One-half  the 
returns  should  be  ours,  to  be  applied,  one  portion  to  payments  of  interest,  at  three  per  cent., 
on  our  credits,  estimated  on  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  and  the  rest  as  a 
partial  guarantee  of  tbe  interest  due  the  holders  of  bonds  of  the  loans  of  1864  and  1865. 
Administered  under  our  care,  it  is  allowable  to  hope  that  these  custom-houses  would  furnish 
BtiU,  afler  the  previously  assented  to  deductions,  important  resources.  You  will,  Uierefore, 
have  to  make  with  the  Mexican  government  such  necessary  arrangemeate  that  this  delegation 
be  regularly  conferred  upon  us. 

These  points  settled,  and  French  interests  thus  guarded,  the  government  of  the  Emperor 
will  none  the  less  continue  to  evince,  in  an  efficient  manner,  all  the  sympathy  which  inspiree 
his  Majesty  for  the  sovereign  of  Mexico  personally,  and  towards  the  generous  task  to  wnidi 
he  has  devoted  himself.  Yon  will  please^  sir,  to  make,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  thia 
assurance  to  the  Emperor  Maximilian. 

Accept,  A.C,  &C.  

DBOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Tke  MinisUr  qf  France  in  Mexico  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  AJfairs, 

Mexico,  March  9,  1866. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  despatches  your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  dated  14th  ana  15th  January. 

I  am  going  to  state  positively  that  the  well-settled  purpose  of  the  Emperor  is  that  the  evacu- 
ation commence  towards  the  coming  autumn ;  and  that  I  am  at  the  disposal  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian  to  settle  this  point  formally,  in  conformity  with  he  instructions  I  have  received, 
but  that,  meantime,  Marsnal  Bazaine  is  taking  measures  to  guarantee,  as  fur  as  possible,  all 
the  interests  involved. 

Your  excellencv  already  knows  the  intentions  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  expedi- 
tionary corps.    The  evacuation,  commenced  in  November  next,  will  be  finished  in  the  autumn 
of  1867 ;  tnat  is  to  say,  will  be  entirely  accomplished  in  eighteen  months. 
Accept,  dec,  &c. 

DAKO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelaw^ ' 

No.  492.]  Pepartmbnt  op  State, 

Washin/fton,  June  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of  the  14th  of  Jane 
instant,  No*.  338,  which  gives  me  the  report  of  a  debate  in  the  Corps  Legislatif 
on  the  Mexican  question,  with  joor  comments  thereon.  I  have  been  exceed- 
ingly interested  in  the  debate,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  call  for  any  new  instruction. 

We  are  already  aware  that  the  understanding  which  has  now  happily  been 
reached  between  the  United  States  and  France  on  the  subject  of  Mexican  affidra 
is  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  some  sanguine  persons  in  the  United  States. 
Your  despatch  shows  that  it  is  equally  unsatis&otory  to  many  sanguiile  men  in 
France.  If,  however,  as  we  now  assume,  the  French  government  shall  entirely 
withdraw  its  forces,  and  desist  from  the  further  intervention  in  Mexico,  in  the 
manner  and  at  the  times  heretofore  agreed  upon,  we  may  expect  and  trust  that 
Mexico  will  thereafter  relieve  both  France  and  the  United  States  of  all  concern 
about  her  affairs,  and  resume  with  renovated  spirit  her  progress  toward  well* 
organized  and  discreet  self-government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 

JOMN  B.QBLOW,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^C.  ^^^^^^^  by  GoOglC 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  493.J  Department  of  Sta^e, 

Washington,  July  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  despatch  of  the  14th  of  Jane, 
No.  336. 

The  President  appreciates  the  frankness  and  benevolence  of  the  sentiments 
which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  expressed  on  the  subject  of  the  repablics  of 
fiCayti  and  St.  Domingo.  Had  affairs  in  the  latter  republic  remained  unchanged, 
we  would  now  have  very  cheerfully  concurred  with  France  and  with  Great  Britain 
in  recommending  to  the  two  republics  the  establishment  of  amicable  relations — 
a  measure  essential  to  the  welfare,  if  not  the  safety,  of  both  states.  The 
revolution,  however,  which  has  recently  occurred  in  St.  Domingo,  has  involved 
the  subject  in  new  and  unforeseen  difficulties.  We  trust  that  a  government 
will  be  established  there  upon  foundations  which  will  prove  permanent.  In 
that  case  I  shall  revert  anew  to  the  subject 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


John  Bioelow,  Esq.,  SfC.,  Sfc.,  ifc.' 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  344.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  July  6,  1866. 

Sir:  The  war  of  which  I  announced  to  you  the  commencement  scarcely  three 
weeks  since,  appears  to  be  approaching  a  sudden  and  unexpected  termination. 
Austria,  after  sustaining  a  series  of  rapid  and  disastrous  defeats  ftx>m  the  Prus- 
sians, has  withdrawn  what  a  month  ago  was  the  only  formidable  obstacle  to  a 
conference  by  offering  to  cede  Venetia  to  the  Emperor  of  France.  The  following 
announcement  of  this  event  appeared  in  the  Moniteur  yesterday  morning : 

"  An  important  event  has  just  taken  place.  The  Emperor  of  Austria,  having 
kept  intact  the  honor  of  his  arms  in  Italy,  complying  with  the  ideas  expressed 
by  the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  his  letter  addressed  on  June  11  to  his  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  cedes  Venetia  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  accepts  his 
mediation  to  bring  about  peace  between  the  belligerents. 

«*The  Emperor  Napoleon  hastened  to  respond  to  this  appeal,  and  immediately 
made  an  application  to  the  kings  of  Prussia  and  Italy  to  procure  an  armistice." 

Though  the  Austrian  army  seems  to  have  been  utterly  demoralized  by  the 
succession  of  defeats  which  it  experienced  during  the  first  days  of  July,  and 
by  its  utter  rout  at  Sadowa;  and  though  the  capital  of  the  empire  is  thought 
to  be  in  peril,  the  sudden  surrender  of  Venetia  to  the  Emperor  of  France  has 
given  rise  to  no  little  speculation.  The  result  confirms  an  impression  which 
I  formed  some  weeks  since,  and  which  I  think  I  communicated  to  yon,  that 
the  war  was  a  sort  of  feigned  issue  between  the  larger  powers,  to  quiet  cer- 
tain disputed  tides  which  have  more  or  less  disturbed  the  harmony  of  Europe 
since  1815,  and  thai  its  end  was  foreseen  by  those  who  are  to  gain  most  by 
the  result  from  the  commencement. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  what  answer  Prussia  will  make  to  the  Emperor's 
appeal,  but  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  he  will  impose  terms  which  it  will 
Bot  be  for  her  interest  to  accept,  especially  when  she  comes  to  reflect  that  the 
Emperor,  in  ease  of  refusal,  might  be  disposed  to  throw  his  own  sword  into  the 
balance  with  the  swords  of  Austria  and  of  Italy,  thus  returning  the  compliments 
paid  him  by  Prussia  in  1859,  when  his  army  threatened  the  Quadrilateral. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Emperor  has  invited  the  belligerents  to  unite  in 
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a  conference  at  Paris,  althoagb  np  to  tbis  time  no  official  intimation  of  Bnch  a 
purpose  has  transpired.  If  such  a  conference  is  held,  I  do  not  doubt  that  it 
would  result  in  the  practical  absorption  of  the  smaller  states  of  northern  Germany, 
and  a  reyival  of  the  project  first  announced  by  the  Emperor,  at  the  peace  of 
Solferino,  of  an  Italian  confederation. 

I  will  not  venture  to  speculate  upon  the  probable  price  of  France's  friendlj 
mediation,  but  no  one  seems  to  doubt  that  Irrussia  will  be  quite  as  generous  to 
the  Emperor,  for  an  adjustment  which  will  make  her  incontestably  the  head  of 
the  German  empire,  as  Italy  was  for  his  aid  in  1859. 

Some  days  will  probably  elapse  before  the  answers  of  Germany  and  Italy  are 
receiyed,  as  they  must  consult  each  other  before  either  can  accept  the  Emperor's 
proposal.     I  understand  that  the  Emperor  entertains  no  doubt  of  its  acceptance. 
I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  349. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  July  20,  1866. 

Sir  :  Prussia  has  consented  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  five  days,  upon 
certain  conditions,  which  it  is  supposed  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  will  be 
acceded  to  by  Austria.  If  they  are,  peace  will  probably  be  made  upon  the 
basis  of  excluding  Austria  from  the  confederation  and  of  subordinating  the 
smaller  states  of  noiHihem  Germany  to  Prussia. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  with  whom  I  have  talked  upon  the  subject  this  morn- 
ing, says  that  in  justincation  of  the  purpose  of  Prussia  to  exclude  Austria  may 
be  stated  the  mreat  disproportion  of  people  of  other  races  than  the  German  in 
Austria,  through  whom  Austria  exerted  an  undue  influence  in  the  confederation. 
As  to  the  proposed  alJborption  of  the  smaller  states  by  Prussia,  that  would  be 
only  to  make  law  what  was  already  practically  the  fact.  Those  states  had 
joined  Prussia  at  the  first  threat  of  war  because  their  sympathies  and  interests 
were  with  Prussia. 

Prince  Napoleon  has  gone  to  Italy,  charged  by  the  Emperor  to  use  his  influ- 
ence with  that  government  in  promoting  the  contemplated  arrangement.  No 
difficulty  is  anticipated  here  from  that  quarter,  provided  Prussia  can  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  persists  in  feeling  confident  that  France  will  not  be 
involved  in  the  quarrel,  and  that  the  changes  likely  to  occur  in  Europe  are  logi- 
cal' and  will  prove  advantageous. 

In  reply  to  a  question  which  I  addressed  him  about  the  Papal  question,  he 
said  that  it  was  ror  the  interest  of  Italy,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  keep  the 
capital  of  the  church  where  it  is ;  and  he  for  his  own  part  did  not  doubt  that  it 
would  be  kept  there.  I  construed  his  language  ana  manner  to  signify  that 
nothing  woula  be  allowed  to  occur  which  would  deprive  the  Pope  of  his  freedom 
to  choose  between  Rome  and  any  other  capital  for  his  residence.  His  excellency 
intimated  that  some  stipulation  would  be  taken  from  the  King  of  Italy  on  that 
subject  before  peace  is  declared. 

I  have  not  remarked  upon  the  change  which  the  counsels  of  the  Emperor 
seem  to  have  undergone  during  the  past  week  towards  the  belligerents.  This 
day  week  it  seemed  to  be  the  tendency  of  this  government  to  strike  hands  with 
Austria.  Prussia,  however,  showed  herself  so  irresistible,  and  her  enemies  oa 
the  other  hand  so  weak,  that  the  idea  of  associating  the  fortunes  of  his  empire 
more  intimately  with  those  of  Austria  was  suddenly  abandoned.    I  thin^  it  is 
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now  pretty  well  determined  by  this  court  to  allow  Mr.  de  Bismark  to  execute 
tlie  programme  which  he  had  traced  oat  for  Pmesia  before  the  war  commenced. 
Anetria,  however,  seems  disposed  to  try  her  fortunes  once  more  in  the  fi^d,  and 
if  she  should  have  a  substantial  success  (which  is,  by  the  way,  not  anticipated 
by  this  government)  the  attitude  of  the  belligerents  to  each  other  and  to  foreign 
powers  might  be  materially  changed. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obediait  servant, 

JOHN  BIQELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Bigdaw  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

No.  351.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  in  two  extracts  from  official  journals 
at  Berlin,  what  is  here  recognized  in  official  quarters  as  substantially  the  pre- 
liminary conditions  of  a  peace  which  were  entered  into  on  the  26th  of  July  t)y 
Austria  and  Prussia.  Austria  assents  to  a  dissolution  of  the  old  Germanic  Con- 
federation, and  to  a  new  organisation  of  Germany  proper,  to  which  she  shall  in 
no  political  sense  belong.  She  engages  to  recognise  such  federal  union  as  Prus- 
sia may  establish  in  connection  with  the  states  north  of  the  Main,  and  any 
union  among  themselves  which  the  states  south  of  that  river  may  enter  into. 

I  learn  that  Prussia  insists  further  that  Austria  shall  never  become  a  member 
of  this  latter  union,  though  nothing  of  that  has  yet  transpired  in  the  press.  This 
is  at  present  one  of  the  gravest  questions  which  now  divide  the  belligerents.  It 
is  difficult  to  see  how  Austria  can  yield  to  such  a  humiliating  privation  of  sov- 
ereignty if  she  has  any  faculty  of  resistance  left,  while  Prussia,  I  am  told,  is  dis- 
posed to  be  very  tenacious  upon  this  point 

The  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted  and  in  a  manner  terminated, 
has  been  so  mysterious  and  so  unprecedented  in  its  most  important  aspects,  as  to 
leave  the  public  mind  of  this  country  in  a  very  unquiet  state.  No  one  is  yet 
able  to  see  how  France  \b  to  reap  the  profit  from  this  war  which  will  compen- 
sate her  for  the  great  accessions  of  strength  resulting  from  it  to  her  two  most 
powerM  continental  neighbors.  Without  some  such  compensation  they  ftsel 
that  the  relative  influence  of  France  in  the  European  system  is  lowered,  her 
security  gravely  compromised,  and  the  peace  that  may  now  be  made  not  likely 
to  be  durable. 

I  confess  I  have  not  as  yet  shared  these  apprehensions.  The  Emperor  of  France 
is  the  author  and  apostle  of  the  policy  of  absorbing  the  secondary  and  tertiary 
sovereignties  by  the  primary  ones.  For  purposes  which  nearly  concern  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  France,  as  the  French  understand  those  words,  he  wished 
to  have  the  authority  of  some  leading  European  power  in  support  of  it,  and  he  now 
has  it  in  Prussia.  Austria  will  be  compelled  to  lend  her  concurrence.  That 
France  will  have  her  compensation  sooner  or  later  in  the  final  peace,  or  under  a 
future  treaty,  I  have  no  doubt.  Without  some  tolerably  satisfactory  assurance 
upon  that  point  the  war  would  have  been  prevented,  an  easy  thing  for  France  to 
have  managed,  or,  what  would  be  still  easier,  it  would  yet  be  prolonged.  The 
more  completely,  however,  France  shall  appear  to  have  suffered  by  the  changes 
wrought  by  the  war,  the  more  easy  it  will  be  for  these  **  rectifications  '^  to  be 
conceded  to  France,  which,  in  my  opinion,  were  intended  in  advance  to  be  the 
price  of  her  forbearance.  That  no  symptoms  of  any  such  arrangements  have 
Deen  disclosed  by  the  press  is  not  strange,  but  rather  confirms  me  in  the  impree* 
sion  I  have  expressed.    Savoy  was  not  added  to  France  till  many  months  after 


DIPLOMATIC  C0RKE8P0NDENCB.  335 

the  peace  of  Villa-Franca.    It  came  to  her  then  as  a  present,  ''not  as  the  price 
of  blood." 

The  Emperor  is  at  Yichj,  attended  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and 
by  most  of  his  cabinet.  The  Prince  Napoleon  also  arrived  there  yesterday  from 
Italy.  Up  to  last  night  the  negotiations  for  a  peace  between  Austria  and  Italy 
were  not  as  far  advanced  as  between  Austria  and  Prussia.  Indeed,  a  battle 
between  the  Italian  and  Austrian  troops  yesterday  morning  was  with  difficulty 
prevented.  I  learned  this  yesterday  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  afBdrs.  The 
press  makes  no  allusion  to  it. 

My  impression  is  that  the  obstacles  to  a  peace,  however,  will  all  be  overcome 
without  more  fighting  of  consequence.  Prussia  will  have  all  she  has  yet  asked. 
Italy  will  get  Venetia  without  conditions,  and  as  much  more  as  possible;  and 
Austria  will  be  reduced  to  a  second-rate  power.  For  such  of  the  secondary 
states  south  of  the  Main  as  may  be  left  independent  for  the  present,  will  be  re- 
served the  privilege,  if  it  may  be  called  such,  which  Polyphemus  reserved  for 
Ulysses,  of  being  eaten  last. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


The  Prassian  Monitenr  pablishes  the  preliminarieB  of  peace,  stipulated  the  26th  July,  to 
obviate  in  advance,  as  it  states  in  an  article,  the  evil  results  which  might  arise  firom  false 
interpretations. 

Berun,  Augutt  1— Evening. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  recognizes  the  dissolution  of  the  Qermanic  Confederation,  and 
consents  to  a  new  organization  of  Germany,  to  which  Austria  remains  foreign.  The  Empe- 
ror promises  to  recognize  the  limited  federal  relations  which  the  King  of  Prussia  is  to  estab- 
lish in  the  German  countries  north  of  the  line  of  the  Main,  and  ^ves  also  his  consent  to  a 
union  of  the  states  situated  south  of  that  line;  a  union,  the  national  representation  of  which, 
is  reserved  for  a  more  definite  arrangement  with  the  confederation  of  the  north. 

These  articles  correspond  exactly  to  the  French  propositions  of  mediation  recommended  at 
Vienna  the  14th  July.  Austria  has,  therefore,  consented  to  a  reorganization  of  Germany, 
without  any  obstacle  on  her  part,  and  without  herself  taking  part  in  it.  The  empire  of 
Austria  does  not  form  a  part  of  the  southern  union,  and  we  cannot  consider  the  national  and 
natural  bond  of  union  between  the  north  and  the  south  of  Germany  as  destroyed  by  the  line 
of  the  Main. 

The  following  is  the  account  of  the  conditions  for  peace,  published  by  the  Provindal  Cor 
respondence,  ot  Berlin,  known  as  an  official  organ.  Most  of  the  details  here  given  hare, 
however,  been  already  received  firom  other  sources : 

'*  According  to  the  information  at  present  received  the  principal  clauses  of  the  prelimina- 
ries of  peace  appear  to  be  the  following :  Austria  will  not  suffer,  with  the  exception  of 
Venetia,  any  loss  of  territory ;  but  she  cedes  to  Prussia  her  part  of  the  co-possession  of 
Schleswig-Uolstein.  Saxony,  which  alone  in  the  German  states  figaree  in  the  Austro-Prus- 
Bian  preliminaries  of  peace,  preserves  also  her  territorial  inltogrity,  with  the  reserve  of  ulterior 
decisions  as  to  her  position  in  the  confederation4>f  the  north  with  regard  to  Prussia.  Austria 
pays  to  Prussia  40,000,000  of  thalers  as  cost  of  the  war.  Of  this  sum  15,000,000  will  be 
deducted  as  Austria's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  war  in  the  duchies,  and  5,000,000  as  cost  of 
occupation.  Bohemia  and  Moravia  will  continue  to  be  occupied  by  the  I^ussian  troops  until 
the  payment  of  the  balance,  (20,000,000.)  Austria  withdraws  entirelv  from  the  union  of 
the  German  states,  and  recognizes  the  formation  of  a  restricted  confederation  of  the  states 
of  the  north  under  the  direction  of  Prussia.  The  union  of  the  states  of  the  soath,  and  the 
regulation  of  their  connection  with  the  confederation  of  the  north,  are  reserved  to  the  free 
understanding  of  these  states.  Austria  recognizes  the  chanf^  of  possession  to  be  made  in 
northern  Germany.  By  that  is  understood  the  measures  which  Prussia  will  take  relative  to 
the  countries  occupied  militarily — ^that  is  to  say,  Hanover,  Electoral  Hesse,  the  part  of 
Hesse  Darmstadt  rOberhessen)  situated  to  the  north  of  the  Main,  the  duchy  of  Nassau,  and 
Prankfort.  The  details  are  not,  however,  contained  in  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with 
Austria,  as  those  leave  to  Prussia  a  free  decision  in  that  respect,  stipulating  that  Austria  will 
recognize  what  Prussia  shall  have  done.''  ^  I 
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Tbe  same  joamal  also  saja : 

**  France,  bj  her  mediation,  has  acquired  great  merit  for  heiiself  by  the  satisfactory  results 
of  the  work  ot  peace  up  to  this  time  obtained.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  accepted,  in  a 
generous  and  disinterested  manner,  with  the  hope  of  a  really  just  and  impartial  pacification, 
the  mission  ^iven  to  him  by  Austria.  In  the  important  position  created  for  him  in  the  nego- 
tiations, the  Emperor  Napoleon  has  not  souffht,  neither  for  himself  nor  for  France,  anything 
but  the  honor  and  glory  of  causing  his  authority  to  prevail  among  the  sovereigns  in  favor 
of  an  equitable  peace.  It  has  been  given  to  him  to  contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  work  which  he  had  rigorously  commenced  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  and  united 
Italy.  In  the  same  spirit  that  presided  at  that  work  he  has  spontaneously  offered  his  hand 
to  Prussia,  to  lay  the  solid  and  secure  foundations  of  a  united  Germany.  The  financial  situ- 
ation of  Prussia,  favorable  beyond  all  expectation,  permits  the  cessation  of  the  forced  con- 
tributions levied  on  the  country  for  bread,  meat,  and  foiage  for  the  troops ;  henceforward 
such  things  will  be  paid  for  by  the  state.  A  loan  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  the  war ;  a  transitory  financial  measure  will,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  acquit 
the  state  obligations  resulting  notably  from  the  contributions  imposed  on  the  country.** 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  352.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  August  3,  1866. 
Sir:  The  news  of  the  successful  anion  of  the  eastern  and  western  hemi- 
spheres by  electric  telegraph  reached  this  legation  on  the  28th  of  July  last,  at 
twenty-eight  minutes  past  five  in  the  morning,  in  the  following  despatch  firom 
Mr.  Cyrus  W.  Field  : 

Friday— 11  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  the  American  Minister,  Paris  : 
The  Atlantic  cable  is  successfully  laid.    May  it  prove  a  blessing  to  all  mankind. 

CYRUS  SHIELD,  Newfoundland. 

On  the  first  day  of  August  the  Paris  papers  contained  despatches  from  New 
YoVk  of  that  date,  announcing  the  recent  honor  conferred  by  the  President  and 
Congress  on  Grant  and  Sherman.  I  trust  the  umbilical  cord  with  which  the 
Old  World  is  reunited  to  its  transatlantic  oflfepring  may  never  transmit  intelli- 
gence less  welcome  than  this  to  patriotic  Americans. 

♦  *  *  •  3|C  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


M%.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  357.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statbs, 

Paris,  August  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  There  have  recently  appeared  paragraphs  in  the  journals  of  Paris  an- 
nouncing the  contemplated  departure  from  Mexico  of  the  wife  of  the  Archduk^ 
Maximilian.-  These  naturally  created  some  degree  of  discussion  and  comment 
generally  unfavorable  to  the  imperial  cause  in  Mexico.  To  check  this  injurious 
line  of  remark,  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  the  organ  of  the  so-called  Mexican 
empire  in  Paris,  in  its  last  issue  published  the  following  formal  announcement : 

"  We  are  authorized  to  contradict,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  rumof  that 
the  empress  of  Mexico  is  on  her  way  to  Europe. 

"  The  same  report  was  circulated  at  the  time  of  her  Majesty's  departure  for 
Yucatan,  and  it  is  known  that  the  emperor  Maximilian,  on  a  solemn  occasioQ, 
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denounced  as  an  infamous  calumny  the  mere  supposition  that  either  he  or  his 
august  spouse  could  ever  be  false  to  their  duty." 

The  Pays,  a  journal  in  the  same  interest,  published  on  the  following  day  this 
additional  denial  of  the  same  rumor : 

"  A  journal,  tormented  with  the  desire  of  producing  sensation  news,  has  men- 
tioned in  reference  to  Mexico  a  completely  absurd  rumor  started  at  Paris,  by 
no  one  knows  who,  some  days  go. 

"  There  is  not  one  word  of  truth  or  reason  in  the  assertion," 

Yesterday,  to  the  confusion  of  these  positive  and  indignant  friends,  the  lady 
in  question  arrived  in  Paris,  ai^d  alighted  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  She  was  imme- 
diately waited  upon  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  who  passed  in  her  company  the 
greater  part  of  the  afternoon. 

To-day  the  morning  papers  publish  the  following  extract  from  the  official 
journal  of  Mexico,  of  the  8th  July  : 

"  The  empress  leaves  for  Europe,  where  she  is  going  to  treat  of  the  affairs  of 
Mexico,  and  regulate  different  international  matters.  This  mission,  accepted  by 
our  sovereign  with  real  patriotism,  is  the  greatest  proof  of  abnegation  that  the 
emperor  could  offer  to  his  new  country.  We  give  this  intelligence  that  the 
public  may  know  the  real  object  of  her  Majesty's  absence." 

The  princess  is  accompanied  by  Mr.  Martin  Castillo,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  the  Comte  del  Valle,  her  grand  chamberlain,  the  Oomte  de  Bouchelles, 
and  other  officers  and  attendants. 

The  most  unfavorable  conclusions  are  deduced  from  this  visit,  especially  by 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  hold  large  amounts  of  the  Mexican  loan.  It 
is  generally  regarded  as  a  final  effort  to  obtain  by  personal  influence  and  solici- 
tation that  indispensable  aid  for  the  Mexican  empire  which  has  been  refused  to 
its  accredited  diplomatic  representative. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY, 
Charge  d*  Affaires  ad  interim, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waakington,  jD.  C 


Mr,  Hay  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  358.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  According  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  who  is  spending  some  days 
with  his  family  at  Ems,  I  called  yesterday  upon  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 
I  spoke  to  his  excellency  of  the  reports  which  were  currently  published  in  the 
journals  of  Paris  in  reference  to  the  visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  France— 
these  reports  stating  that  the  stay  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico  had  become  condi- 
tional upon  a  modification  of  the  course  of  action  adopted  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  announced  in  his  excellency's  recent  communications  to  the  Marquis 
de  Montholon  and  to  Mr.  Bigelow ;  several  journals  further  intimating  that  the 
princess  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  change  of  that  programme.  I  asked  the 
minister  if  there  had  been  any  modification,  or  if  there  were  any  intended,  of  the 
policy  of  the  Emperor's  government  toward  Mexico,  heretofore  declared. 

He  repUed,  "  there  had  been  no  modification  of  our  policy  in  that  matter,  and 
there  is  to  be  none.    What  we  announced  our  intention  to  do  we  will  do.    Of 
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ccmrse,"  he  added,  "  we  received  the  empress  with  courtesy  and  cordiality,  hut 
the  plan  heretofore  determined  upon  by  the  Emperor's  government  will  be  ex- 
ecated  in  the  way  we  announced." 

♦  ♦  ♦  3|C  «  ♦  « 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY, 
Charge  i Affaires  ad  inUrim, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Hay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  361.J  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

Paris,  August  24,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  Princess  Charlotte,  of  Mexico,  left  Paris  yesterday  for  Miramar. 
She  received  on  Wednesday  the  visit  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  France, 
and  at  her  departure  was  conveyed  to  the  railway  station  in  the  Emperor's  car- 
riage. In  spite  of  these  flattering  attentions,  and  the  cordiality  with  which  she 
was  received  at  St.  Cloud,  I  am  informed  she  sets  out  from  Paris  with  no  reason 
to  congratulate  herself  upon  having  come. 

Her  proceeding  to  Miramar  before  going  to  Brussels,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  more  significant  fact  that  during  her  stay  in  Paris  no  member  of  her 
immediate  family  has  visited  her,  would  seem  to  indicate  a  certain  coolness  in 
her  relations  with  her  brothers  of  the  royal  house  of  Belgium. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAY. 
Charge  d^ Affaires  ad  interim. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


•  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  516.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  24, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  copies  of  the  President's  pro- 
clamation of  the  17th  instant,  declaring  null  and  void  a  decree  of  Prince  Maxi- 
milian closing  certain  ports  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ifc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[  Angost  17,  1866.— Declaring  null  and  void  a  decree  of  Prince  Maximilian  closing  certaia 

ports  in  Mexico.  ] 

BY  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES  OF  ANERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  war  is  existing  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  aggravated  bj  foreign 
militarj  intervention  ;  and  whereas  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  their 
settled  habits  and  policy,  are  a  neutral  power  in  regard  to  the  war  which  thus 
afflicts  the  republic  of  Mexico  ;  and  whereas  it  has  become  known  that  one  of 
the  belligerents  in  the  said  war,  namely,  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who  asaerts 
himself  to  be  emperor  in  Mexico,  has  issued  a  decree  in  r^ard  to  the  port  of 
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Matamoras  and  other  Mexican  ports  trhicli  are  in  the  occapation  and  possession 
of  another  of  the  said  belligerents,  namely,  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  which 
decree  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  The  port  of  Matamoras  and  all  those  of  the  northern  frontier  which  have 
withdrawn  from  their  obedience  to  the  government  are  closed  to  foreign  and 
coasting  traffic  during  such  time  as  the  empire  of  the  law  shall  not  be  therein 
reinstated. 

"  Art.  2.  Merchandise  proceeding  from  the  said  ports,  on  arriving  at  any 
other  where  the  excise  of  the  empire  is  collected,  shall  pay  the  duties  on  impor- 
tation, introduction,  and  consumption,  and  on  satisfactory  proof  of  contraven- 
tion shall  be  irremissibly  confiscated.  Our  minister  of  the  treasury  is  charged 
with  the  punctual  execution  of  this  decree. 

"  Given  at  Mexico,  the  9th  of  July,  1866." 
'  And  whereas  the  decree  thus  recited,  by  declaring  a  belligerent  blockade 
unsupported  by  competent  military  or  naval  force,  is  in  violation  of  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  the 
treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  aforesaid 
United  States  of  Mexico  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  aforesaid  decree  is  held,  and  will  be  held, 
by  the  United  States  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  as  against  the  government 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  any  attempt  which  shall  be  made  to 
enforce  the  same  against  the  government  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
will  be  disallowed. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  the  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
11  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  of  the 
^        '■'     independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-first. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President ; 

Wjlliam  H.  Sbward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  BigeUno  to  Mr  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  365.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  This  mail  will  convev  to  you  the  important  intelligence  that  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  which  was  signed  at  Prague  on  the  23d 
ultimo,  has  been  ratified,  and  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  iHiuys  has  been  replaced  in 
the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  of  this  empire  by  the  Marquis  de  Moustier,  at 
present  French  ambassador  at  Constantinople. 

The  treaty  of  Prague,  copies  of  which  are  given  in  all  the  public  prints,  con- 
forms substantially  to  the  preliminary  treaty  at  Nikolsburg,  of  July  26th.  The 
most  important  difference  is  in  the  clause  which  relates  to  Italy.  By  the  sixth 
article  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  the  King  of  Prussia  engaged  to  induce  his  ally, 
l^e  King  of  Italy,  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  and  to  the 
armistice  based  upon  it,  as  soon  as  the  Emperor  of  the  French  should  declare 
that  Venetia  was  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  King  of  Ital  v.  The  Emperor 
authorized  Mr.  Benedetti,  his  ambassador  at  Berlin,  to  make  that  declaration  on 
the  29th  of  July.  The  second  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  affirms  and  recog- 
nizes the  reunion  of  the  Lombardo-Venetian  kingdom  with  the  kingdom  of 
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Italy,  without  any  other  onerone  "  condition  than  that  the  liqaidation  of  the 
debts  due  from  parts  of  the  ceded  countries  should  be  recognizea  in  conformity 
with  the  plan  followed  in  the  treaty  of  Zurich." 

The  preliminaries  of  Nikolsburg  contained  nothing  about  the  Venetian  debt 
This  is  the  only  difference  between  them  of  practical  importance.  It  will  add 
largely  to  the  financial  burden  of  Italy,  but  will  not,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
delay  many  days  longer  the  execution  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Austria  and  Italy.  Those  here  who  ought  to  be  best  informed  upon  the  sub- 
ject expect  the  negotiations  will  have  reached  a  successful  termination  before 
the  20th  instant. 

The  surrender  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of  the  portfolio  of  foreign  affaus, 
which  he  has  held  at  three  different  periods — the  last  time  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  always  with  distinction — has  naturally  produced  a  great  sensation ; 
the  greater  from  the  obviously  constrained  silence  of  the  French  press  upon  the 
fiubject.  *•*•*• 

Mr.  de  Moustier  was  ambassador  at  Berlin  and  Vienna  before  going  to  Con- 
stantinople. Though  he  has  never  achieved  any  European  fame  as  a  diplo- 
matist, his  colleagues  who  know  him  think  that  he  lacked  nothing  but  the  op- 
portunity to  do  so.  So  far  as  his  appointment  denotes  anything  further  than  a 
desire  to  secure  harmony  in  the  imperial  councils,  it  would  appear  to  indicate  a 
disposition  to  cultivate  friendly  terms  with  the  government  at  Berlin,  where,  I 
am  told,  Mr.  de  Moustier  left  a  favorable  impression,  and  where  his  appointment 
has  been  received  with  great  satisfaction. 

Mr.  de  La  Vallette  did  not  receive  the  diplomatic  corps  yesterday.  He  was 
hunting  with  the  Emperor,  who  has  happily  recovered  su£Bciently  from  his  late 
illness  to  enjoy  the  sports  of  the  chase. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  366.]  Lboation  op  tub  United  States, 

ParU,  September  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  press  of  this  capital  has  been  permitted  of  late  to  discuss  with 
quite  unaccustomed  freedom,  as  vou  may  have  remarked,  the  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  extraordinary  and  most  embarrassing  relations  of  France  with 
Mexico.  I  enclose  a  few  articles  from  journals  which  you  are  not  likely  to 
have  seen,  but  to  which  I  am  disposed  to  attach  more  than  ordinary  import- 
ance. 

The  three  articles  from  the  enlightened  and  conscientious  pen  of  Monsieur 
Oochut,  which  appeared  in  the  Temps  of  the  18th,  22d,  and  23d  of  August,  are 
chiefly  important  for  the  information  they  lay  before  the  French  public  for  the 
first  time  in  regard  to  the  financial  relations  of  France  and  Mexico.  I  have 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  figures  which  he  gives  were  received  from  the  high- 
est source. 

The  articles  from  the  Opinion  Nationale  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  August, 
from  the  pen  of  its  editor,  M.  Gueroult,  derive  importances- 
First,  from  the  unusual  freedom  with  which  the  Mexican  enterprise  is  de- 
nounced in  a  journal  which  has  been  acquiring  for  a  year  past  more  and  dhmto 
official  authority. 

Second,  from  the  fact  that  the  writer  is  a  member  of  the  Gorps  Legislatif,  fi>r 
the  city  of  Paris,  and  Digitized  t 
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Third,  from  tbe  fact  that  he  is  sapposed  to  consalt  with  Mr.  Rouher,  the  min- 
ister of  state,  very  freely  upon  all  public  questions  in  which  the  government  is 
supposed  to  have  a  policy  not  already  fully  disclosed  to  the  public.  These 
considerations  enforce  Mr.  Gueroalt's  recommendation  that  the  government 
should  not  attach  an  exaggerated  importance  to  any  promised  indemnities  for 
its  Mexican  investment,  and  above  all  should  make  no  sacrifice  and  run  no  risk  of 
ulterior  complications  to  insure  them.  **  Our  insaccess,"  he  says,  *'  is  complete-in- 
contestable ;  and  the  only  reasonable  course  to  take  is,  to  accept  things  as  they 
are,  without  seeking  to  color,  dissemble,  or  extenuate  them ;  the  essential  point 
is  to  finish  with  them,  to  finish  mdically,  leavi  ig  nothing  behind  which  can 
become  a  point  of  departure  for  new  complications.  It  is  not  necessary,  he 
says,  to  leave  garrisons  in  the  seaports,  when  we  leave  Mexico,  charged  to  col- 
lect the  revenue  for  our  benefit.  That  would  only  lead  to  a  recommencement 
of  difficulties  without  number,  which  would  make  us  re-enter  by  another  door 
the  inextricable  labyrinth  from  which  we  must  get  out  at  any  price.  We  must 
cut  into  the  quick ;  leave  nothing  behind ;  finish,  at  all  hazards,  this  bad  business. 
A  few  millions  more  or  less  are  not  an  interest  to  be  balanced  against  the  free- 
dom from  anxiety  which  would  result  to  us  from  the  complete  and  radical  ter- 
mination of  this  unhappy  affair.  In  a  word,  the  Mexican  expedition  has  been 
a  bad  business.  We  must  set  it  down  to  profit  and  loss,  and  occupy  ourselves 
no  more  with  it ;  neither  believing,  nor  appearing  to  believe,  nor  letting  othera 
believe,  that  any  returns  are  to  come  from  it.  For  the  present  we  should  pur- 
sue but  one  end  ;  bring  back  our  troops  and  our  flag,  establish  with  the  govern- 
ment which  shall  succeed  Maximilian's  as  good  relations  as  the  situation  will 
permit,  and  which  will  assure  us,  as  far  as  anything  can  be  assured  in  that 
country,  the  safety  of  our  country  people." 

Mr.  Oueroult  expresses  the  opinion  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Saillard  to  the 
Emperor  on  his  return  from  Mexico,  that  there  will  never  be  a  civilized  govern- 
ment in  that  country  till  it  has  been  born  again  into  the  United  States.  He 
says,  and  no  doubt  alludes  to  Saillard's  remark :  '*  All  who  have  seen  Mexico 
nearly,  agree  that  she  is  destined  to  bo  devoured  by  the  United  States.  They 
have  already  invaded,  peopled,  and  colonized  California,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico. 
The  rest  will  follow  as  fast  as  (the  traces  of  the  civil  war  bemg  efiEaced)  their 
need  of  expansion  shall  be  manifested." 

In  his  article  of  the  following  day  Mr.  Gneroult  treats  of  the  liability  of 
France  for  the  loan  negotiated  here,  if  not  through  the  government,  under  gov- 
ernment auspices.  Without  venturing  to  say  whether  the  government  ought 
to  assume  that  loan,  he  presents  the  case  so  strongly  in  that  direction  as  to  in- 
dicate to  my  mind  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  assume  it  if 
public  opinion  should  justify  such  a  step.  I  think  one  of  the  purposes  of  Mr. 
Cochut's  article  of  the  23d  was  to  help  prepare  the  public  mind  for  that  result. 

Independent  of  the  moral  obligation  of  the  government  to  assume  those  bonds 
from  which  it  has  itself  received  large  sums,  I  think  the  Emperor  would  not  be 
indisposed  to  profit  by  the  transfer  of  those  bonds  from  the  shoulders  of  the  few 
to  the  shoulders  of  the  whole  people,  with  the  view  of  making  the  nation  inter- 
ested in  treating  them  and  the  government  under  whose  auspices  they  were 
issued  as  considerately  as  possible,  and  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  any  op- 
portunity that  may  present  itself,  in  future  negotiations  with  the  United  States 
or  Mexico,  of  realizing  something  fro:n  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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[From  the  Temps  of  Augnst  1 8.-— Translation.] 
THE  MEXICAN  CRISIS. 

The  arrival  of  the  emnress  of  Mexico  iu  Paris  has  made  the  forgotten  affiftirs  of  that  conntrr 
the  order  of  the  day.  There  is  no  doabt  about  the  object  of  this  YOjage ;  the  official  joamais 
of  the  Mexican  empire  thus  divulged  it  on  the  7th  of  July : 

^  Her  majestv  the  empress  starts  for  Europe  to-morrow.  She  gow  to  treat  about  Mexican 
affairs,  and  make  various  international  arrangements.  This  mission,  accepted  by  our  sove- 
reign with  true  patiiotism,  is  the  greatest  proof  of  abnegation  the  emperor  could  offer  his 
new  country.  We  give  this  news  that  tne  public  may  know  the  real  intention  of  her 
majesty's  voyage." 

Mystery  is  impossible  in  these  important  affairs,  undertaken  by  such  a  courageous  and  in- 
telligent sovereign.  The  news  that  has  come  to  us  from  Mexico  for  several  months  explains 
the  whole  affair.  The  New  Era,  the  semi-official  journal  of  the  French  expedition,  spf^iking 
of  the  empress's  departure,  says:  ** Things  look  very  gloomy.*'  In  Sonora  and  Sinaloa, 
near  California,  the  imperial  garrisons  are  much  diminished,  and  disasters  are  anticipated. 
On  the  other  limit,  towards  the  Texas  frontier,  the  rout  of  a  column  conveying  a  spede  tradn, 
the  desertion  of  many  imperialistn,  the  capture  of  Matamoras,  where  the  Juarists  had  a  rich 
booty  of  merchandise,  the  use  of  its  entry  fees,  one  of  the  most  important  porta  to  the  Mexi* 
can  treasury,  the  ports  of  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific,  and  Tampico  DOth  feebly  defended,  the 
warlike  people  of  the  Huasteca  in  rebellion — ^these  are  checks  which  the  authorities  do  not 
try  to  conceal. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  would  be  more  gloomy  still  if  paragraphs  from  American  newspapen 
and  scraps  from  private  letters  were  taken  into  consideration.  The  official  promise  made  in 
Paris  before  the  Corps  Legislatif  to  recall  the  French  troops,  the  only  ones  that  inspired  fear 
to  the  dissidents,  has  echc^  widely  in  the  New  World,  and  has  produced  the  anticipated 
effect  The  republicans  are  so  firmly  convinced  they  are  masters  of  the  situation  that  the 
partisans  of  Juarez  and  Ortega  are  already  contending  for  the  presidency.  Abominable  and 
cruef  reprisals  terrify  those  who  have  openly  declared  for  the  new  rule :  and  the  poor  Indians, 
not  knowing  what  to  do,  hide  themselves  in  the  forests  with  their  goods  and  cattle,  and  avoid 
both  parties. 

Well-established  revenues  could  not  long  stand  such  a  state  of  things ;  so  the  few  and  un- 
certain resources  of  the  Mexican  treasury  were  soon  drained.  By  a  formal  order  of  Maxi- 
milian, great  efforts  are  making  to  enforce  the  European  engagements ;  but  there  is  want  in 
the  civil  departments,  and  even  around  the  throne.  The  paragraph  aboye  quoted  shows  the 
discouraging  crisis  of  the  5th  of  July.  The  abdication  of  Maximilian  seems  mevitable.  The 
empress,  then,  with  that  boldness  we  admire  in  the  French,  and  which  secures  her  our  sym- 
pathy, developed  a  plan  to  restore  the  situation,  and  started  for  Paris  the  next  day. 

The  court  of  Mexico  complains  of  not  being  able  to  follow  a  proper  policy,  because  it  haa 
no  army  at  its  disposal.  The  French  g^enerals,  iu  their  marches,  follow  tneir  own  will  without 
making  it  accord  with  that  of  the  government  The  foreign  auxiliaries  have  not  performed 
what  was  expected  of  them,  and  some  have  been  dischar^.  The  troops,  called  imperial 
ists,  are,  for  the  most  part,  bands  of  certain  chiefs  like  Mejia,  depending  upon  the  influence  of 
their  leader. 

According  to  Maximilian's  advisers,  then,  the  only  means  of  safety  is  a  national  army  of 
40,000  men  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  emperor.  A  new  plan  was  laid  out :  instead  of 
hunting  the  dissidents  wherever  they  were  to  be  found,  a  centre  was  to  be  formed,  and  a  line 
from  Acapulco  to  Matamoras  was  to  be  held,  without  caring  for  the  immense  northern 
regions.  Now,  this  army  could  only  be  formed  by  the  aid  of  France,  and  in  two  ways :  the 
French  army  was  to  remain  in  Mexico  till  the  commencement  of  1d68,  within  a  few  months 
of  the  time  fixed  for  the  complete  evacuation.  At  the  same  time  France  was  to  furnish 
Maximilian  one  hundred  millions  of  francs,  to  be  paid  monthly  within  two  years,  to  pay  for 
the  organization  of  the  national  army.  On  sucn  conditions  the  imperial  government  of 
Mexico  could  afford  to  let  the  French  troops  leave,  and  could  guarantee  the  French  interests 
in  Mexico.  If  this  indispensable  aid  was  refused,  the  empress  of  Mexico  was  to  quit  Paris 
for  Miramar,  where  her  husband  was  soon  to  join  her. 

We  are  not  in  the  secret  of  the  Mexican  embassy,  and  we  hesitate  in  publishing  rumors 
about  it  that  appear  well  founded ;  but  whatever  majr  be  the  determination  of  the  court  of 
Mexico,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  is  a  fearful  crutt,  and  that  the  demands  carried  by  the  empress 
Charlotte  is  an  ultimatum,  tohich,  \f  reused,  will  be  followed  by  the  certain  ttbdicmti4m  of 
Maximilian. 

We  are  sorry  to  grieve  those  who  yet  believe  in  the  security  of  the  Mexican  empire,  bat 
our  duty  is  to  tell  them  that  nobody  in  France  believes  in  it.  The  Mexican  question  is  dead, 
and  its  friends  in  France  are  mourning  for  it.  The  government  announced  that  the  troops 
would  be  withdrawn  from  Mexico  by  me  end  of  November,  in  three  instalments,  and  that 
our  expenses  would  decrease  in  the  same  proportion.  The  Corps  Legislatif  welcomed  this 
promise,  and  was  comforted.  The  cause  of  war  with  the  United  States  was  removed,  and 
the  world  rejoiced. 
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Even  if  the  French  goyernment  does  not  consider  itself  bound  by  its  word,  the  new  arrange- 
ment is  inadmissible.  In  the  present  condition  of  tbinf^  the  Mexican  expedition  costs  us 
fifty  or  sixty  millions  a  year ;  out  of  that  sum  we  have  reimbursed  ourselves,  since  the  treaty 
ofMiramar,  with  twenty-five  millions,  deducted  from  the  Paris  loans.  The  new  arran^- 
ment  would  suppress  this  annuity,  and  throw  the  entire  expense  of  occupation  upon  us.  We 
would  then  have  to  furnish  for  two  years  fifty  milh'ons  for  our  troops,  and  a  like  sum  to 
recruit  the  native  army.  With  this  new  arrangement  what  would  be(H)me  of  the  pretended 
balance  of  our  budget,  and  the  new  extinguishment  of  which  Mr.  Fould  is  so  prona  7 

What  if  we  have  to  buy  the  securities  of  European  creditors  at  the  price  they  ask  7  *  We 
are  told  that  the  Mexican  treasury  will  pay  all  its  obligations  if  relieved  for  two  years  from 
all  military  charges ;  but  how  can  we*  believe  that  Maximilian,  if  left  to  himself,  confined  to 
a  small  space  by  an  enemy  emboldened  by  success,  can  collect  a  revenue,  which  he  has  failed 
to  do  up  to  the  present  time,  and  pay  an  annuity  of  fiflv-six  millions  of  the  foreigpa  debt  alone, 
to  say  nothing  of  other  expenses?  On  the  other  hand,  the  difficulties  that  would  be  caused 
bj  Maximilian's  abdication  would  require  a  prompt  and  radical  solution.  If  the  recall  of 
our  troops  should  take  place  before  the  time  specified  there  would  be  the  dignity  of  our  army 
to  protect  as  it  retired,  and  the  safety  of  oar  citizens  residing  in  Mexico  to  be  insured  ;  and 
we  would  have  to  take  care  of  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds,  who  are  of  that  class  that  could 
not  afford  to  lose  their  little  saving^,  so  hardly  gained,  and  whose  sufferings  would  be  irrep- 
arable. These  are  interests  of  importance  to  everybody,  and  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to 
them.    The  decision  of  the  government  is,  therefore,  anxiously  expected. 

ANDRfi  COCHUT. 


[From  the  Temps  of  August  22. — Translation.  ] 

FRENCH  INTERESTS  IN  MEXICO. 

It  is  hardly  probable  that  the  plan  of  the  court  of  Mexico  will  be  accepted  by  the  French 

government.    News  from  that  country  plainly  shows  that  the  experiment  made  at  our  cost  is 
rawing  to  a  close.    We  must  anticipate  difficulties,  and  prepare  to  meet  them.    The  first  is 
the  withdrawal  of  our  troops. 

As  Maximilian  yields  to  discouragement,  so  must  our  military  intervention  be  abridged. 
Public  opinion  would  be  pleased  to  see  our  expenses  stopped,  and  the  sufferings  of  our  sol- 
diers shortened.  Moreover,  in  the  present  state  of  European  politics,  it  is  important  to  bring 
our  troops  back  from  such  a  distant  country.  The  withdrawal,  at  present,  nas  dangers  we 
must  notice.  As  soon  as  Maximilian  declares  his  mission  at  an  ena,  our  regiments  will  be 
found  scattered  over  a  hostile  country,  and  surrounded  by  an  exasperated  population,  full  of 
hate  for  the  foreigner.  Or  shall  we  remain  in  presence  of  a  new  power,  strong  enough  to 
maintain  order,  and  wisQ  enough  to  understand  that  a  French  army,  supported  by  France,  is 
to  be  respected  7  The  French  authorities  in  Mexico  must  see  this  alternative.  Military 
movements  in  avast  country  like  that  arc  alwavs  hazardous.  No  nation  has  vessels  enough 
to  bring  back  30,000  men  at  once,  with  all  their  material.  It  would  be  very  expensive  to 
make  use  of  merchant  vessels.  If  the  withdrawal  took  place  gradually,  the  last  detachments 
would  have  a  hard  time  with  the  enemy  and  the  hot  region.  They  could  not  all  erat^ark  at 
once.  But  these  are  obstacles  that  might  be  removed  by  experienced  and  scientific  men.  It 
is  justly  feared  that  the  withdrawal  of  uur  troops  would  leave  our  citizens  without  protection. 
The  number  of  Frenchmen  in  Mexico  has  increased  from  4,000  to  40,000,  it  is  said,  since  the 
new  order  of  things.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  people  of  that  countrv  know  the 
danger  to  which  our  countrymen  will  be  exposed  when  not  protected  by  the  French  flag. 
We  must  acknowledge  now  that  the  resistance  to  Maximilian  is  not  from  a  few  bauds  of 
robbers,  as  we  have  Seen  too  often  told,  but  from  a  large  class  of  republicans  opposed  to 
European  intervention.  This  part  of  the  population  has  been  treated  badly  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  but  few  of  its  families  remam,  whose  only  recollection  of  intervention  will  be 
of  ruin  and  death.  A  Mexican  is  cruel  and  revengeful,  and  a  severe  retaliation  is  dreaded. 
One  newspaper  talks  of  Meziean  vespers.    It  is  horrible  to  believe  in  such  predictions. 

A  large  number  of  the  immigrants  that  came  to  earn  an  honest  living  in  Mexico  will  have 
to  return  with  the  army.  Those  of  our  countrymen  who  have  been  living  a  long  time  in 
Mexico  have  not  taken  part  in  Maximilian*s  cau^e,  and  they  are  wise  enough  to  see  the  con- 
sequences. Many  of  them  have  been  prudent  enoueh  to  assume  American  citizenship  for 
Protection,  in  anticipation  of  trouble.  The  city  is  filled  with  shops  having  the  names  of 
ohnson  or  Wilson  on  their  signs.  Thoi  e  will  certainly  be  days  of  trouble  when  the  transition 
does  take  place ;  but  foreigners,  long  resident  in  Mexico,  are  accustomed  to  those  political 
tempests,  and  know  how  to  escape  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  French  military  authori- 
ties will  take  measures  with  the  new  power,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  protect  our  country lUen 
after  the  army  is  withdrawn. 

There  is  another  question,  that  in  regard  to  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds,  which  interests 
more  than  300,000  families.  We  will  reserve  for  to-morrow  the  information  we  have  colleUed 
on  this  subject,  together  with  our  own  observations. 

ANDRfi  COCHUT. 
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[From  the  Tempt  of  Augpist  23.— Translation.  ] 
MEXICAN  OBLIGATIONS, 

The  question  of  the  strange  and  exceptional  situation  of  the  holders  of  Mexican  obliga- 
tions was  not  caused  by  the  probable  aodication  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  but  was  the 
order  of  the  day  in  the  government  councils,  as  is  known  from  semi-official  sources.  On 
the  2d  of  July  last,  when  six  thousand  breathless  spectators  were  waiting  for  the  drawinff  of 
the  p^eat  Mexican  lottery,  one  of  the  attendants  remarked  to  Mr.  Grermmy  that  the  holoers 
of  the  obligations  were  not  in  despair  at  the  depreciation  of  their  titles,  because  they  relied 
upon  the  government  of  the  Emperor  to  secure  them ;  and  Mr.  do  Oerminy  answered  him 
in  a  way  to  confirm  him  in  that  hope. 

The  serious  difficulty  of  to-day  was  foreseen,  and  warnings  to  those  in  power  were  not 
spared. 

Last  year,  when  the  obligations  were  issued  with  a  quasi  official  display,  the  attitude 
assumed  by  the  government  was  remarked  by  everybody.  These  demonstrations  inspired 
capitalists  with  confidence,  in  case  of  failure,  to  ask  a  guarantee,  and  the  determination  was 
expressed  with  energy  before  the  legislative  body.  If  ine  loan  syicceeds,  said  Ernest  Picard, 
it  is  because  the  subscribers  see  the  government  behind  it,  in  its  strength,  mijesty,  and 
respoDsibilitv.  The  Times,  that  did  not  encourage  the  Mexican  delusion,  had  the  same 
opinion,  and  expatiated  upon  it  urgently.  After  analyzing  the  debates  of  the  legislative 
body  that  destroyed  the  loan,  shortlv  before  it  was  negotiated,  we  said : 

"Suppose  the  one  hundred  and  nhy  millions  of  revenue  expected  by  Mr.  Corta  are  not 
realizea  m  the  distracted  country  of  Mexico,  and  that  the  provisions  for  the  annual  payments 
are  iu  arrears,  you  will  see  the  subscribers  hurrying  to  the  counter  in  Mont  Thabor  street, 
with  the  Moniteur  of  the  1  Jth  and  )2th  of  April  in  their  hands,  and  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Corta  and  Mr.  Rouher  republished  in  every  paper. 

*'Can  we  understand  how  the  French  government  piteously  assumes  neutrality,  which  it 
has  a  light  to  do,  after  Insuring  the  investment  as  good  7  Yon  may  be  assured  that  such  is 
the  reasoning  now  in  many  families.  The  expectation  that  the  imperial  government  will 
not  suffer  Maximilian's  signature  to  be  protested,  whatever  may  happen,  is  the  great  encour- 
agement to  the  loan.*' 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  imperial  government  did  not  bind  itself;  a  civil  tribunal 
could  not  force  it  to  give  security.  Yet  it  often  happens  that  a  defendant  is  exonerated  by 
the  jud^e  when  there  is  no  written  evidence  against  him.  But  would  a  government  hold  to 
such  a  judgment?    Let  us  bring  up  facts. 

In  April,  1864,  Maximilian  took  possession  of  the  throne  erected  for  him ;  and,  according 
to  tradition,  his  first  act  of  sovereignty  was  the  negotiation  of  a  loan.  It  was  to  yield  10  per 
cent.  It  was  started  in  Paris  and  London  by  two  rich  and  experienced  houses  of  Europe. 
The  French  government  set  an  example  of  confidence  by  accepting*  its  titles  up  to  fifty-four 
millions,  to  be  drawn  to  its  credit.  Yet  for  all  that  the  loan  failed.  The  director  of  the 
Credit  Mobilier  said  in  his  report  for  1865 :  **  We  have  omitted  no  sacrifice  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  our  customers,  but  we  regret  to  confess  that  our  efforts  have  caused  us  a  considerable 
loss."  Such  is  the  Mexican  credit,  left  to  itself,  with  an  interest  of  10  per  cent.  Only  a  part 
of  it  was  sold,  and  the  French  treasury  kept  the  Mexican  loan,  just  so  much  waste-paper, 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fould. 

One  year  passed.  Mexico  is  so  pressed  for  money  that  military  operations  suffer.  The 
emperor  Maximilian  has  no  credit;  so  the  French  government  has  to  choose  one  of  three 
things:  either  to  give  up  the  expedition  and  recall  its  troops,  or  invest  the  credit  of  Fiance 
for  the  benefit  of  Mexico,  or  to  call  for  a  Mexican  loan  publicly,  and  thus  give  it  a  moral 
patronage  that  would  make  its  success  certain. 

The  last  plan  was  adopted,  as  the  most  simple  and  less  expensive.  The  government  was 
confident  ot  its  success,  and  so  was  a  majority  of  the  legislative  body,  as  its  acts  prove. 
The  objections  of  a  few  well-informed  men  were  thought  to  arise  from  obstinate  opposition. 
The  conditions  of  the  loan  together  with  the  lottery  amounted  to  about  12  per  cent.,  which 
is  not  a  high  rate  for  Spanish  American  countries.  The  loan  was  advertised.  Ten  days 
before  the  opening  of  the  public  subscription  a  serious  debate  took  place  in  the  Corps  Legis- 
latif  upon  Mexican  affairs.  Mr.  Corta,  the  deputy  who  was  sent  to  Mexico  by  the  govern- 
ment to  examine  affairs,  was  invited  to  speaK.  He  gave  a  flattering  account  of  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and  the  brilliant  prospects  of  the  monarchy.  The  opposition 
expressed  some  doubts.  The  minister  of  state  followed,  with  a  pretty  picture  of  immense 
immigration,  banks,  joint  stock  and  steamship  companies,  factories,  gold,  silver,  iron,  and 
c^^al  mines,  oil  wells — to  be  discovered  and  worked.  **As  to  the  finances,'*  said  the  minis- 
ter, *'has  not  the  report  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  convinced  the  House  of  the  abundant  re- 
sources of  the  country?"    And  the  House  answered,  **  Yes !  yes!" 

The  minister's  conhdence  was  so  great  it  ran  over  in  these  terms : 

*'  You  may  rest  assured,  gentlemen,  that  the  gpreat  ability  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  wlU 
insure  prosperity  to  the  finances  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  undoubted  security  to  thosd 


who  intrust  him  with  their  money."    [Cries  of  **Gh>od !"  **Good !"  in  the  House.  1 
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True,  Mr.^Rouher  took  care  to  add;  ''It  is  not  uow  a  aaoetion  of  reeponsibilitj  of  the 
French  govornmenL  France  does  not  interfere— nor  does  she  guarantee  toe  Mexican  loan, 
directly  or  indirectly."  Could  be  say  aught  elseT  It  would  have  been  very  imprudent  in 
him.  A  single  word  intimating  Freuch  guarantee  would  have  raised  the  obligations  Lustantly 
from  340  to  1,000  francs.  But  we  must  not  forget  that  the  goyemmeiit  desired  the  success 
of  the  loan  without  direct  responsibility. 

Mr.  Picard  still  had  his  doubts.  He  said,  '*  Subscribers  lost  20  per  cent,  on  the  first  loan, 
and  now  you  talk  of  a  second!'*  Mr.  Rouher  answered,  **  You  are  interested  in  this  loan, 
and  when  the  holders  read  your  speech  to-morrow,  if  they  believe  what  you  say,  they  most 
assuredly  will  not  hasten  up  with  their  money.  •  •  •  These  distrusts,  these 
irresponsible  criticisms  that  cause  alarm,  are  impotent  and  empty,  and  persons  will  be  right 
in  paying  no  attention  to  them.**    [This  was  received  with  much  applause.] 

This  loan  is  issued  by  the  discount  bank,  and  the  public  knows  tne  establishment,  bound 
by  its  charter,  could  open  no  subscription  of  that  kind  without  the  special  authority  of  the 
minister  of  finance ;  and  the  receivers  general  of  France  are  authorized  by  the  minister  to 
receive  subscriptions.  The  care  of  the  funds  collected  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  are 
intrusted  to  a  committee  of  Mexican  finances,  established  in  Paris,  and  presided  over  by 
Count  Grerminy,  nominated  by  the  French  government,  who  is  a  senator,  former  minister  of 
finance,  and  ex-^vemor  of  the  Bank  of  franco.  A  state  counsellor  and  eminent  states- 
man, Mr.  Langlais,  is  sent  to  Mexico  to  put  the  financial  afiJairs  of  Maximilian  in  order ;  while 
the  instalments  due  from  subscribers  are  being  paid  in,  confidence  is  encouraged  by  semi- 
monthly applause  in  the  Moniieur,  repeated  by  other  papers.  Did  a  government  ever  before 
take  so  much  trouble  to  help  a  negotiation  in  which  it  had  no  interest? 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  French  treasury  held  a  credit  of  fifty-four  millions  of  the  first 
loan.  It  was  necessary  to  realize  that  sum  in  order  to  free  the  floating  debt,  which  increased 
the  sum.  This  was  not  easy.  Mexican  credit  had  fallen  so  much  that  the  revenue  of  the 
first  emission,  yielding  more  than  12  per  cent,  at  that  time,  was  not  salable.  The  con- 
version of  these  rents  into  obligations  with  premiums  and  lotteries  was  effected,  and  on  that 
occasion  Mr.  Fould  hurried  to  transform  his  unprofitable  rents  into  obligations,  so  as  to  clear 
his  portfolio.  In  his  report  of  the  20th  December,  1^65,  to  the  Emperor,  he  declares  he  has 
realized  the  rents  he  held,  but  at  some  loss.  Do  you  suppose  the  minister  would  have  thrown 
new  Mexican  obligations  into  market  last  year  unless  he  believed  them  good  7  It  seems  to 
us  of  great  importance  to  enlighten  the  pnollc  in  regard  to  the  funds  raised  for  Mexico.  We 
have  some  information  on  the  subject,  from  g^od  authority,  which  we  will  give. 

One  of  the  principal  clauses  in  the  treaty  of  Miramar  was  the  emission  of  a  loan  to  be 
divided  into  two  portions,  one  to  indemnify  France  for  expenses  already  incurred  and  private 
claims  to  be  made  out;  the  other  to  furnish  the  sinews  of  war.  The  loan  of  18(54  was  issued 
in  6  per  cent,  rents,  delivered  at  63.  The  French  treasury  received  rent  titles  amounting  to 
6,600,000  francs,  to  pay  its  indemnities  and  claims,  and  locked  them  in  its  portfolio.  Of 
the  portion  offered  to  the  public  only  10, 162,000  francs  of  the  6  per  cents  wore  negotiated  in 
London  and  Paris — the  rich  profits  of  which  were  in  round  numbers  102,000,000  francs. 
The  second  issue,  in  1865,  of  500,000  obligations,  at  340  francs,  yielded  170,000,000.  Total 
amount  of  both,  272,000,000.  The  expenses  of  both  were  26,000,000,  which  leaves  a  net 
profit  of  246,000,000  delivered  to  the  committee  of  Mexican  finances. 

Now  what  has  been  done  with  this  two  hundred  and  forty-six  millions  7  In  the  first  place 
thirty-four  millions  were  taken  to  form  a  capital  of  two  series  of  obligations,  due  in  fifty 
years,  and  that  sum  is  safe  in  the  bank  of  deposits  and  consignments.  A  sum  of  fifty-four 
millions  has  been  reserved  for  the  payment  of  ail  expenses  of  the  first  loan  for  two  years, 
and  one  year  of  the  second,  and  will  be  used  accordingly.  At  the  time  of  the  first  loan 
there  was  a  large  arrearage  on  the  old  Mexican  debt  due  to  England,  and  its  creditors  would 
have  caused  the  loan  to  fail  if  some  provision  had  not  been  made  for  their  satisfaction ;  so 
Maximilian's  agents  deducted  22,000,000  from  the  sums  raised  in  Paris  to  pay  the  London 
creditors.  It  is  known  that  the  treaty  of  Miramar  authorized  the  French  government  to 
raise  considerable  sums,  mentioned  in  our  budgets,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war.  These 
amounted  to  102,000,000.  On  adding  these  various  sums  we  find  they  amount  to  212,000,000. 
By  this  reckoning,  what  remains  to  the  credit  of  Maximilian  out  of  246,000,000  of  the  two 
loans?  Only  '.14,000,000,  including  the  22,000,000  paid  for  him  in  London.  The  preceding 
estimate  does  not  comprise  6,ti00,000  six  per  cents  of  the  first  issue,  delivered  to  the  French 
government  in  1864.  jLast  year,  when  the  six  per  cents  were  converted  into  obligations,  the 
French  treasury  secured  174,000  obligations  of  the  second  series,  estimated  at  56,000,000. 
Out  of  these  onlv  60,000  have  been  recently  sold.  Now  if  these  obligations  have  been 
thrown  into  market  when  the  solvency  of  the  Mexican  empire  is  doubtful,  is  it  not  reason- 
9b\e  to  suppose  the  government  would  insure  them  in  some  way  or  other? 

If  our  information  is  correct,  there  yet  rem^n  in  the  French  treasury  114,000  Mexican 
obligations  unrealized ;  47,000  for  indemnities  to  French  subjects,  and  about  83,000  of  the 
unconverted  rents  of  the  first  issue,  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  committee.  At  this 
rate,  there  are  756,000  classified  obligations  in  public  circulation,  and  they  are  dispersed 
among  more  than  300,000  families. 

Now  if  these  obscure  bondholders  are  not  indemnified,  they  will  have  the  honor  of  con- 
tributing 102,000,000  to  the  support  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico ;  and  in  the  end  tha 
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Frencb  creditors  in  Mexico  and  Eng-lisb  creditors  in  London  will  be  paid  hj  a  flew  and  long 
list  of  creditors  in  Paris.  We  are  now  only  reneating  what  these  bondholders  saj,  and  their 
complaints  are  certainly  worthy  of  being  heara. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  know  very  well  what  the  tax-payers  will  say,  and  we  will  soon  give 
them  a  chance  to  speak.  We  most  confess  that  this  is  the  most  complicated  and  interesting 
case  of  conscience  we  have  over  met  with,  and  we  are  not  ashamed  to  say  we  are  not  casnist 
enough  to  solve  it 

ANDBfi  COCHUT. 


[From  the  Opinion  Nationale  of  Angnst  29. — Translation.] 
MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  empress  Charlotte's  voyage  to  Paris  has  recalled  attention  to  Mexican  affairs.  It  is 
said  the  young  princess  has  come  to  ask  men  and  money  of  the  French  government,  and  has 
failed  to  get  them.  As  this  refusal  coincides  with  the  recall  of  our  troops,  promised  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  success  of  the  Juarists,  who  are  besieffing  and  capturing  cities,  it  is 
ominous  of  the  fall  of  the  Mexican  empire ;  and  we  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  Maximilian 
return  to  Europe  in  a  very  short  time. 

This  expected  event  would  finish  an  enterprise  in  which  we  have  never  had  anv  con- 
fidence, and  of  which  we  predicted  the  failure  as  early  as  1862.  We  have  not  touched  upon 
it  since,  because  we  did  not  wish  to  increase  the  obstacles  already  in  the  way  of  its  success. 

The  voluntary  or  forced  abdication  would  certainly  simplify  it,  by  relieving  France  of  her 
promised  patronage ;  but  though  desirable,  it  will  not  be  the  end  of  the  troubles  in  that 
quarter. 

Though  Maximilian  should  leave,  our  troops  would  still  be  surrounded  by  the  Juarist 
forces  that  we  have  fought  for  four  years,  and  from  whom  we  can  expect  no  good  will.  We 
do  not  mean  that  odr  army  is  cowardly  and  is  afraid  of  anything,  but  since  it  has  to  leave, 
it  ou|^ht  to  5e  in  France  by  October,  1867,  (and  sooner,  if  possible,)  and  we  must  consider 
the  situation  of  our  counti^men  after  it  quits  Mexico.  It  is  a  situation  that  requires  a  deli- 
cate treatment.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  give  npall  aid  to  Maximilian's  monarchy.  The 
emperor  said,  and  his  agents  nave  repeated  it,  '*  We  did  not  go  to  Mexico  to  give  it  a  gov- 
ernment." Now  is  the  time  to  remember  that  declaration,  and  to  treat  with  the  Juarist 
partv  if  it  resumes  the  government  No  matter  to  us  whether  there  is  an  empire  or  a  republic 
m  Mexico.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  see  that  the  government  there  respects  the  rights  and  the 
lives  of  our  countrymen. 

If  we  were  allowed  to  give  advice  in  regard  to  the  sad  reality  now  apparent,  we  would 
advise  the  French  government  to  place  no  importance  in  the  promises  of  indemnity — ^to  make 
no  sacrifice — to  risK  no  further  complication  to  secure  it.  Toe  Mexican  affair  is  a  bad  busi- 
ness, and  nothing  can  make  it  better  We  depended  upon  Spain^  and  England  to  help  us, 
but  they  failed.  The  civil  war  in  the  United  States  was  a  circumstance  favorine  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico.  Perhaps  Maximilian  miffht  have  shown  a  higher  capacity 
for  the  position  offered  to  him.  Attributing  the  failure  of  the  enterprise  to  all  these  aisap- 
pointmonts,  it  is  not  less  true  that  the  failure  is  complete,  and  all  that  now  can  be  done  is  to 
accept  the  situation  as  it  is,  without  disguise,  for  the  most  important  point  is  to  finish  the 
business  completely,  and  leave  nothing  behind  as  a  nucleus  for  new  complications. 

We  insist  upon  this,  afler  spending  seventy  or  eighty  millions,  to  collect  twelve  or  fifteen 
fbr  our  countrymen.  When  we  quit  Mexico  we  must  not  leave  garrisons  in  the  seaports  to 
collect  the  custom-house  duties  for  our  benefit  It  would  be  a  cruel  disappointment  Our 
soldiers  and  employes  left  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz  would  be  decimated  by  yellow  fever, 
and  we  might  be  sure  the  indemnity  would  not  be  paid  long,  for  the  Juarists  would  respect 
no  agreement  with  Maximilian,  but  would  annoy  us  and  lead  us  back  into  the  labynntb 
from  which  we  imagined  we  had  escaped.  We  must  now  cut  to  the  quick,  and  leave  notlung 
behind — finish  the  oad  business  at  every  cost  A  few  millions,  more  or  less,  are  not  to  be 
considered  when  weighed  with  the  liberty  of  mind  and  freedom  of  action  we  would  enjoy  at 
the  complete  termination  of  this  unfortunate  expedition. 

We  must  profit  by  past  experience,  and  the  horrid  scenes  of  the  last  five  years  to  preserve 
us  from  diappointment  in  the  future.  What  is  the  original  cause  of  all  our  difficulties  in 
Mexico  7  It  is  just  what  has  kept  Mexico  in  anarchy  ever  since  her  independence ;  the 
want  of  organic  elements.  The  extent  of  territory,  sparseness  of  inhabitants,  habits  of  idle- 
ness, theft,  and  robbery,  qualifies  the  people  to  retain  their  independence,  but  places  insur- 
mountable obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  formation  of  a  durable  ana  regular  government. 

You  find  among  them  no  business  habits,  no  inclination  to  industry  that  characterizes  our 
native  host  of  order  and  peace.  Commerce,  trade,  and  business  of  all  kinds  is  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners.  People  of^  means  lead  an  idle  life.  The  clergy  dream  about  impossible  resto- 
rations. The  Indian  is  imposed  on  by  everybody.  There  is  no  class  to  depend  on.  There 
is  no  starting  point  anywhere.  It  is  so  easy  to  overturn  a  government  in  Mexico,  and  so 
hard  to  maintain  one,  there  is  never  a  stable  government.  This  is  what  makes  every  one 
who  has  seen  Mexico  believe  that  the  country  is  destined  to  be  gradually  swallowed  up  bj 
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the  itnited  States.  They  have  already  taken  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  California,  and 
settled  them,  and  the  rest  will  follow  as  civil  war  ceases,  and  the  necessity  of  annexation 
becomes  argent.  Till  that  time,  anarchy  will  continue  to  prevail  in  Mexico.  We  may  treat 
with  the  government  that  follows  Maximilian,  but  we  must  not  rely  upon  the  fulfilment  of 
any  obligation,  and  must  avoid  ev^  act  that  might  compromise  us.  In  a  word,  the  Mexi- 
can exp^ition  is  a  bad  business.  We  must  charge  its  costs  to  profit  and  loss,  and  close  the 
accounts,  and  make  no  one  think  anything  is  to  be  made  out  of  it.  This  desperate  resolution 
is  the  only  counsel  of  wisdom.  If  events  prove  that  we  are  wrong,  so  much  the  better ;  we 
shall  be  agreeably  surprised.  At  present  there  is  but  one  thing  we  can  do,  recall  our  troops ; 
take  in  our  colors,  ana  form  as  good  relations  as  we  can  with  the  government  that  succeeds 
Maximilian  for  the  protection  of  our  countrymen.  As  to  war  iodemnities  and  quotas  of 
custom-house  vevenues,  secure  them  if  you  can,  but  don't  expect  it;  and  leave  no  soldiers 
behind  to  stir  up  new  conflicts. 
The  remaining  question,  that  of  the  situation  of  subscribers,  we  will  postpone  till  our  next 

AD.  GUEROULT. 


[From  the  Opinion  Nationale  of  August  30.— Translation.] 
SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  MEXICAN  LOAN. 

The  probable  failure  of  the  Mexican  empire  will  not  only  ruin  our  countrymen  residing  in 
Mexico,  but  will  seriously  iniure  pecuniarilv  all  who  took  part  in  the  Mexican  loau.  It  is 
already  announced  that  the  interest  on  the  EN>nds  will  not  be  paid,  and  that  the  lottery  their 
titles  call  for  will  not  be  drawn.  Here,  then,  are  756,000  bonds  scattered  among  300,000 
families,  worth  no  more  than  waste-paper. 

If  the  loan  had  been  offered  to  the  public  by  private  banks,  without  recommendation  of 
the  French  government,  we  would  pity  the  bad  luck  of  the  subscribers,  because  they  could 
have  no  hope  of  compensation.  They  would  have  to  bear  their  disappointment  with  resig- 
nation. 

Unfortunately,  such  is  not  the  case.  The  French  government,  wishing  to  keep  Maximilian, 
encouraged  the  loan,  and  made  public  efforts  for  its  success.  A  committee  of  Mexican 
finance  was  formed  in  Paris,  with  Count  Germing  at  its  head.  M.  Langlnis,  a  state  coun- 
sellor, was  sent  to  Mexico  to  put  financial  affairs  in  order.  The  discount  bank  authorized 
by  the  government  undertook  to  dispose  of  the  Mexican  loan,  and  in  fine,  receiver  generals 
in  France  were  authorized  agents  to  receive  subscriptions  and  forward  them  to  the  bank  in 
Psuris.  These  different  measures,  without  binding  the  government  directly,  were  equivalent 
to  a  recommendation,  and  it  is  not  its  custom  to  take  an  interest  in  any  financial  operation 
outside  of  its  own  loans. 

And  its  public  language  in  congress  was  favorable  to  the  Mexican  empire,  promising  a 
most  brilliant  prospect.  M.  Corta,  who  was  sent  on  a  financial  mission  to  Mexico,  gave  the 
legislative  body  a  most  brilliant  picture  of  Mexican  resources,  and  the  minister  of  state  used  it 
to  confirm  the  doubting,  saying:  *'The  great  capabilty  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  will  assure 
prosperity  to  Mexican  finances,  and  a  certain  guarantee  to  those  who  intrust  him  with  their 
money.**  The  minister  believed  it,  and  he  convinced  others;  and  so  the  loan  was  a  success. 
Would  it  have  succeeded  if  the  government  had  remained  neutral,  or  M.  Rouher  and  M. 
Corta  had  kept  silence,  or  the  discount  bank  kept  out  of  it,  or  the  minister  of  finance  had 
not  authorized  the  receiver  generabi  to  act  as  agents  for  it?    We  doubt  it 

Another  weight  to  the  arguments  of  those  on  the  subscribers*  side  is,  that  out  of  the  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  millions  realized,  one  hundred  and  two  millions  went  into  the  French 
treasury  to  pay  war  expenses,  &c.  The  French  treasury  has  absorbed  the  subscribers' 
money,  then,  and  owes  them  nothing. 

It  is  singular,  and  not  generally  known,  that  Maximilian  got  only  thirty-four  millions  out 
of  the  two  nundred  and  forty-six,  together  with  twenty-two  millions  paid  tor  him  in  London, 
making  a  total  of  fifty-six  millions. 

The  situation  being  as  we  have  described,  the  question  that  arises  is  this :  Has  the  French 
government  contracted  any  obligation  towards  the  subscribers  to  the  Mexican  loan,  and  ought 
it  to  aid  them  in  any  way  f 

It  is  a  serious  question,  and  is  worthy  of  serious  discussion.  One  party  says  the  French 
treasury  has  aJready  sacrificed  too  much  in  this  unfortunate  expedition ;  that  the  government 
has  not  guaranteed  the  Mexican  loan  ;  that  it  did  not  promise  a  guarantee  by  encouraging 
the  loan ;  that  the  public  would  oppose  any  increase  of  expenses ;  let  the  subscribers  take 
care  of  themselves ;  their  high  interest  and  lottery  prizes  were  enough  to  compensate  them ; 
if  the  Mexican  empire  had  succeeded,  their  gains  would  have  been  immense,  and  they  would 
not  have  shared  with  the  French  treasury ;  but  luck  having  gone  against  them,  they  have 
no  reason  to  complain,  and  should  not  ask  the  nation  to  repair  tneir  losses.  These  reasoning^ 
are  serious,  and  merit  a  profound  examination. 

The  other  side  reasons  thus :  Though  the  government  may  not  have  gruaranteed  the  loan, 
yet  it  sanctioned  it  morally  by  favonng  it,  permitting  public  institutions  and  officers  to  act 
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as  agente  for  it ;  by  pemuidiDg^  tbe  public  of  its  validi^ ;  tbns  tbe  loan  was  sustained.  If 
tbese  seeming  encouragements,  given  in  the  beginning,  cannot  now  be  interpreted  as  insur- 
ing it,  the  government  certainly  acted  imprudently.  In  &ct,  the  government  has  made  one 
hundred  and  two  millions  by  it,  which  it  now  holds  and  still  refuses  to  reimburse  the  sub- 
scribers. Three  hundred  thousand  families  are  injured  bv  it,  and  the  government  has  made 
one  million  of  enemies,  and  policy  as  well  as  justice  condemns  it 

These  two  opposing  theses  are  not  lacking  in  forc«  or  sound  arguments.  The  affair  is 
«mbarrass!ng,  and  its  solution  difficult.  If  we  lived  in  England  or  Belgium,  it  is  probable 
the  immediate  consequence  would  be  a  change  of  cabinet ;  but  to  those  concerned  the  ques- 
tion would  remain  entire,  and  the  new  ministers,  though  not  responsible  for  the  past,  would 
be  bound  to  attend  to  the  necessities  of  the  future.  With  us,  where  there  is  no  ministerial 
responsibility,  a  change  of  cabinet  would  do  no  good.  Those  who  committed  the  error  will 
have  to  repair  it.  How  this  is  to  be  done  we  cannot  say,  but  it  is  evident  that  something 
must  be  done. 

The  press  puts  the  question,  and  the  government  must  answer  it 

AD.  GUEROULT. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  369.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paru,  September  14, 1866. 

Sir:  The  Moniteur  of  yesterday  morning  contains  a  convention  which  has 
ju8t  been  nego  iated  between  the  Emperor  of  France  and  the  so-called  emperor 
of  Mexico,  of  which  I  enclose  a  translation.  It  is  designed  to  give  to  France  a 
lien  upon  one-half  the  maritime  customs  receipts  of  all  Mexico,  and  one-fourth 
of  all  the  Pacific  coast  export  duties,  the  remaining  three-fourths  being  already 
pledged  otherwise.  It  is  stipulated  that  the  funds  to  be  collected  from  these 
sources  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of — 

Ist.  Interest,  sinking  fund,  and  principal  of  obligations  resulting  from  the  two 
loans  made  in  1864  and  1865  by  the  Mexican  government ;  and, 

2d.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  on  the  sum  of  216,000,000  francs, 
acknowledged  by  the  convention  of  Miramar  to  be  due  to  France  from  the 
Mexican  government ;  and, 

3d.  Interest  upon  all  sums  advanced  by  the  French  treasury  for  whatsoever 
purpose,  estimated  now  approximately  at  250,000,000  of  francs ;  the  amount, 
however,  to  be  hereafter  definitely  ascertained. 

The  collection  of  these  duties  is  to  be  intrusted,  at  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz 
and  Tampico,  to  special  agents  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag.  French 
consular  agents  are  to  certify  the  returns  from  other  ports.  The  Emperor  ot 
France  alone  has  authority  to  decide  how  long  the  collectors  of  customs  shall 
remain  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  he  engages  to  take  the  requisite  mea- 
sures to  protect  them.  The  financial  provisions  of  the  Miramar  convention  of 
the  10th  of  April,  1864,  are  to  be  considered  as  abrogated,  from  the  time  to  be 
designated  by  the  Emperor  of  France  for  the  new  treaty  to  go  into  effect,  which 
is  declared  by  the  imperial  decree  accompanying  the  convention,  to  be  the  Ist 
of  November  next. 

The  terms  of  this  convention  correspond  substantially  with  what  I  prefigured 
in  one  of  my  communications  to  you  early  in  the  year.  They  correspond  also, 
with  the  terms  of  negotiation  sent  to  the  French  minister  in  Mexico,  by  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in  a  communication  bearing  date  February  16,  1866,  which 
you  will  find  in  Documents  Diplomatiques,  No.  vii,  the  second  yellow  book, 
communicated  to  the  Corps  Legislatif,  at  its  last  session,  on  page  37.  The  pas- 
sage to  which  1  refer,  runs  as  Allows  : 

"  The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  thought  that  the  combination  the  most 
simple  and  least  onerous  for  the  Mexican  government  would  consist  in  the 
delivery  into  our  hands  of  the  customs  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  or  of  others 
which  may  be  thought  more  convenient.  Half  the  products  would  be  assigned 
to  us  to  be  applied,  a  portion  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  at  three  per  cent  of 
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OUT  credits,  estimated  at  250,000,000 ;  and  the  remainder  as  a  partial  guarantee 
of  the  interest  due  to  holders  of  the  loans  of  1864  and  1865.  Administered  hy 
our  care,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  customs  will  furnish  still,  after  the  deduc- 
tions previously  agreed  upon,  important  resources.  You  will  therefore  make 
with  the  cabinet  of  Mexico  the  necessary  arrangements  for  this  transfer  to  us." 

It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  on  the  Ist  of  August,  the  day  after  this  con- 
▼ention  was  signed  at  Mexico,  by  Maximilian,  assigning  away  the  duties  to  be 
collected  at  Tampico,  that  town  was  wrested  from  his  control  by  the  Mexican 
people ;  leaving,  therefore,  for  the  present  at  least,  only  Vera  Cruz  to  respond 
to  the  expectations  of  his  transatlantic  ally. 

A  few  days  since,  and  before  the  convention  in  question  abrogating  the  treaty 
of  Miramar,  and  depriving  Maximilian  of  his  only  reliable  pecuniary  resource^ 
was  ratified  here,  it  was  announced  that  General  Castelnau,  aide-de-camp  of 
the  Emperor  of  France,  was  to  leave  for  Mexico  in  the  steamer  of  the  17th 
instant,  charged  with  a  special  mission,  of  which  an  officious  explanation  ap- 
peared in  the  Patrie.  and  was  from  thence  generally  transferred  to  the  French 
press*    It  runs  as  follows : 

[From  the  Patrie  of  September  12.] 

*'  We  believe  that  we  can  state  that  the  mission  of  General  Castelnau  to 
Mexico  is  connected  with  the  approaching  realization  of  an  entire  reorganiza- 
tion. The  plan  involves  several  administrative  and  military  reforms,  which  are 
to  come  into  operation  in  the  month  of  December  next.  The  nomination  of 
Greneral  Osmont  as  minister  of  war,  and  M.  Friaut  as  minister  of  finance,  were 
only  the  commencement  of  this  new  situation.  According  to  the  bases  adopted 
for  the  Mexican  army,  that  force,  commanded  principally  by  French  officers,  is 
not  only  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  country,  but  to  be  employed 
to  manage  the  di£ferent  services,  both  administrative  and  financial.  The  em- 
ployes requisite  for  that  purpose  are  to  be  selected  from  its  ranks.  This  sys- 
tem, intended  to  last  for  three  or  four  years,  will  have  the  advantage  of  ena- 
bling great  savings  to  be  effected,  since  Mexico  will  then  have  no  other  expense 
to  meet  than  the  support  of  the  army,  while  it  will  satisfy  the  most  pressing 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants,  whose  first  wants  are  order  and  economy.  The 
organization  of  the  new  Mexican  army — the  basis  of  this  system — was  rapidly 
advancing  by  the  last  accounts.  The  number  of  voluntary  enlistments  was  so 
great  as  to  warrant  the  suspension  of  the  conscriptlDn.  A.s  soon  as  the  army 
shall  be  entirely  formed  it  will  take  possession  of  the  different  services,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  this  substitution  can  be  effected  before  the  departure  of  the  last 
contingent  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps.  When  (General  Castelnau,  as 
French  commissioner,  shall  have  regulated  the  different  questions  to  which  the 
adhesion  of  France  is  considered  necessary,  he  will  return  to  Paris,  where  he 
is  expected  to  arrive  in  the  early  part  of  December.  It  is  asserted  that  Mar- 
shal Bazaine,  who  will  no  longer  have  a  command  suited  to  his  high  rank,  will 
leave  Mexico  about  the  same  period." 

The  appointment  of  the  French  officers  Osmont  and  Friaut  as  ministers  of 
war  and  finance  by  the  emperor  Maximilian  seemed  to  be  regarded  by  the 
print  from  which  I  quote  as  a  part  of  a  new  programme  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  inference  that 
Maximilian  was  preparing  to  make  the  Emperor  of  France,  if  he  took  the  cus- 
tom-bouses, take  with  them  the  responsibilities  of  the  government.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  prove  to  be  to  the  taste  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  as  I  infer 
from  the  following  paragraph,  which  appears  in  the  Moniteurof  this  morning: 

**  By  A  decree  of  the  26th  July,  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico  has 
intrusted  the  portfolio  of  war  to  General  Osmont,  chief  of  the  general  staff  of 
the  expeditionary  corps,  and  that  of  finance  to  the  military  intendant,  Friaut. 
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The  militarj  duties  of  these  two  superior  officers,  attached  to  aa  armj  in  the 
field,  being  incompatible  with  the  responsibility  of  their  new  functions,  thej 
have  not  been  authorized  to  accept  them." 

The  facts  which  I  have  here  recited  require  no  amplification  to  show  the 
deplorable  situation  in  which  these  two  governments  have  placed  themselves, 
as  well  towards  the  rest  of  the  world  as  towards  each  other.  It  is  enough  to 
say  that  to  all  appearance  thej  are  in  a  state  of  complete  disaccord,  and  in  a 
position  from  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  see  how  either  can  extricate 
itself  with  dignity  or  with  honor.  Everything  that  has  thus  far  transpired 
favors  the  suspicion  that  Maximilian  is  anxious  to  transfer  his  ill-starred  off- 
spring to  the  arms  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  who  does  not  seem  disposed  to 
accept  it. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  ad  interim^  who  yesterday 
again  pleaded  an  eng^agement  with  the  Emperor  as  his  excuse  for  not  receiving 
the  diplomatic  corps.  It  is  now  presumed  that  there  will  be  no  official  recep- 
tions at  the  foreign  office  until  M.  de  Mouscier  arrives,  except  upon  special 
applications.  It  is  understood  that  the  Emperor  leaves  for  Biarritz  on  Monday, 
and  that.  M.  de  Moustier,  who  is  expected  to  land  in  France  early  in  October, 
will  join  his  Majesty  there  before  coming  to  Paris.  In  view  of  such  a  contin- 
gency, I  propose  myself  to  leave  for  Biarritz  to-morrow. 

I  annex  a  translation  of  an  article  commenting  upon  and  explaining  the 
recent  convention  between  the  Emperor  and  Maximilian,  which  appears  in  the 
Gonstitutionel  of  this  morning.     It  may  be  regarded  as  semi-official. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  the  Monitear  Uniyersel  of  September  13,  l866.~Traii8laUon.] 

Imperial  decree  for  the  promulffotion  of  the  convention  ngned  at  MexieOt  July  30,  1866,  rata 
live  to  the  ddegation*  grantea  to  the  French  government  on  the  cuitoms  receipts  of  Mexico, 

Paris,  September  12. 
Napoleon,  bj  the  grace  of  Qod  and  the  national  will,  Emperor  of  the  French,  to  all  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  ffreetinfl^:  Considering  the  report  made  bj  our  minister  see- 
retarj  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  liaye  £creed  and  do  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1. 

A  convention  relative  to  the  delegation  (^nted  to  the  French  government  on  the  cus- 
toms receipts  of  Mexico,  ha  vine  been  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  Julj,  1866,  the  said 
convention,  the  terms  of  which  follow,  l>eing  approved  of  W  us,  shall  be  follj  and  com* 
pletelj  carried  oat,  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  186(3. 

CONVENTION. 

His  Meg'estj  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  his  Majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  actuated 
by  a  wish  to  settle  in  a  mutoallj  satisfactory  manner  the  financial  qnestions  now  pending  be- 
tween their  governments,  have  resolved  to  enter  into  a  convention  for  that  purpose,  and  have 
appointed  as  their  plenipotentiaries,  namely : 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  Mr.  Alphonse  Dane,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  in  Mexico,  commander  of  the  imperial  order  of  the  legion  of  honor, 
grand  cross  ot  the  order  of  Guadalupe,  &c.,  &>c.,  &c,  acting  under  his  general  full  powers ; 
his  Mfyesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  M.  Luis  de  Arroyo,  under  secretary  of  state,  cJiarg6 
of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  officer  of  the  order  of  Guadalupe,  Ulc,  dc«.,  &^,  au- 
thorized for  that  purpose;  who  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Article  1.  The  Mexican  government  grants  to  the  French  government  a  delegation  on 
one-half  the  receipts  of  all  the  seaport  custom-houses  of  the  empire  arising  from  the  duties 
hereafter  mentioned. 


*  Delegation  or  lien.  Digitized  by 
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General  and  spedal  daties  of  import  and  exports  on  goods  of  all  kinds. 

Additional  daties  of  intemacion  and  contra-registro. 

Duties  of  majoras  materiales,  when  these  latter  shall  be  freed  from  the  existing  delegation, 
granted  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  company  from  Vera  Cms  to  Mexico,  which  delegation 
shall  not  be  extended. 

Nevertheless,  three-fourths  of  the  export  daties  of  the  custom-houses  on  the  Pacific  being 
already  pledged,  the  delegation  grantea  to  the  French  government  shall  be  restricted  to  the 
remaining  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Art.  2.  The  rands  collected  through  the  delegation  ap^reed  on  in  the  preceding  article 
shall  be  applied,  1st.  To  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  toe  sinking  fand,  and  the  payment 
of  all  the  ooligations  (bonds)  arising  from  the  two  loans  contracted  in  1864  and  1865  by  the 
Mexican  government.  2d.  To  the  payment  of  the  interest,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent.,  of 
the  sum  OT  two  hundred  and  sixteen  millions  of  francs,  of  which  the  Mexican  government  has 
acknowledged  itself  debtor  by  the  Miramar  convention,  and  of  all  the  sums  subsequently  ad- 
vanced by  the  French  treasury  for  whatsoever  purpose.  The  amount  of  this  debt,  now  esti- 
mated by  approximation  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs,  shall  be  hereafter  defini- 
tively established. 

In  case  of  the  funds  bein?  insufficient  to  fully  meet  the  above-mentioned  charges,  the  rights 
of  the  holders  of  bonds  of  both  loans  and  those  of  the  French  government  shaU  be  fully  re- 
served. 

Art.  3.  The  funds  arising  from  the  delegation  of  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  Mexican  cus- 
toms will  increase  in  proportion  with  the  receipts,  and  in  case  these  funds  should  exceed  the 
sum  requisite  to  satisfy  the  claims  set  forth  in  article  3*,  the  surplus  shall  be  applied  to  can- 
celling the  debt  due  to  the  French  government. 

Art.  4.  The  tariff  of  duties  and  the  mode  of  levying  it  now  in  use  can  in  no  wise  be  al- 
tered so  as  to  diminish  the  quota  gpranted. 

Art.  5.  The  collecting  ot  the  moneys  arising  from  the  delegation  mentioned  in  Article  1 
shall  be  intrusted  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  to  special  agents,  placed  under  the  protection 
of  the  French  flag. 

All  the  duties  levied  at  these  two  places,  on  account  of  the  Mexican  treasury  shall  be  ap- 
•  plied  in  fiill  to  the  benefit  of  the  French  delegation  excepting  only  such  nortions  as  are  ap- 
plied to  delegations  presently  existing  and  to  the  salary  of  the  employes  or  those  two  custom- 
houses. The  amount  of  this  latter  expense,  which  will  include  the  salaries  allowed  to  the 
French  agents,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  five  per  cent,  of  the  above-mentioned  duties.  A  quai- 
terly  statement  of  accounts  shall  show  the  amount  thus  levied  by  the  French  government,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  delegated  duties  for  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  empire.  This  statement 
.shall  determine  the.amount  to  be  immediately  paid  in  by  the  Mexican  government  in  qrder 
to  complete  the  quota  granted,  if  there  be  a  deficiency,  or  the  amount  to  be  returned  to  it 
in  like  manner  in  case  of  excess  in  colIectinfl^ 

In  all  the  ports,  except  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  the  French  consular  agents  shall-  vis^ 
the  returns  of  the  situation  of  the  custom-houses  of  their  district. 

Art.  6.  The  Emperor  Napoleon  III  shall  alone  decide  how  long  the  agents  appointed  col- 
lectors shall  remain  at  Vera  Cru2  and  Tampico,  and  take  the  measures  requisite  to  insure 
their  protection. 

Art.  7.  The  above-mentioned  stipulations  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Emperor  of  the  Freoah 
for  approval,  and  be  enforced  from  the  time  appointed  by  his  Majesty. 

The  convention  signed  at  Miramar  on  the  10th  of  April,  1064,  shakll  then  be  abrog^ated  in 
all  points  relating  to  financial  matters. 

In  token  of  which  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  present  convention,  to  ' 
which  they  have  set  their  seals. 

Made  double  at  Mexico  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1866. 

ALPH.  DANO. 
LUIS  D£  ARROYO. 

Article  2. 

Our  minister  secretary  of  state  for  home  affairs,  ch^g6  of  foreign  afibirs  ad  interim^  is  in- 
trusted with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 
Given  at  Saint  Cloud  September  12,  1866. 

NAPOLEON. 

Seen  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  state. 
By  the  Emperor : 

J.  BAROCHE, 
The  Keeper  of  the  Seal.  Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Worship, 

LA  VALETTE, 
The  Minister  for  Home  Affairs,  Chargi  of  Foreign  Affairs  ad  interim. 


*  Thii  doubUoM  ihoiild  read  Article  S. 
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[From  the  Constitutionnel  of  September  14, 1866.— Translation.] 

The  yalne  of  the  convention,  the  text  of  which  is  given  above,  will  be  at  once  understood 
by  all,  and  especially  appreciated  by  the  creditors  of  the  new  Mexican  expire. 

In  c-onsequence  of  this  act,  one  half  of  all  the  revenue  derived  from  funeral  and  special 
import  and  export  duties  on  all  merchandise  entering  Mexico,  and  on  silver  bars  and  other 
inoigenous  productions  sent  abroad,  as  well  as  of  the  additional  duties  of  intemacion  and 
of  contra-registro,  will  be  paid  over  into  the  French  treasury. 

Our  readers  will  doubtless  remember  that  the  duty  de  contra-registro  is  a  registration  tax, 
and  that  of  intemacion  a  clearage  tax  on  goods  going  from  the  custom-house  into  the  interior 
of  the  country.  This  latter  duty  was  formerly  collected  only  at  the  place  where  the  eooda 
sent  inland  left  the  seaports*  circonscription,  but  now  a  recent  regulation  from  Emperor  Max- 
imilian makes  it  payable  on  all  goods  the  moment  they  arrive.  The  duty  of  intemacion  is 
15  per  cent.,  not  ad  valorem,  but  on  the  entrance  duty  imposed  on  the  goods;  it  is  a  sort  of 
tithe. 

A  third  additional  duty,  this  latter  amounting  to  20  per  cent,  shall  also  be  applied  to  com- 

Elete  the  quota  of  one  half  which  is  granted  us,  but  only  when  it  shall  be  free  nrom  existing 
ens ;  it  is  the  tax  called  majoras  materiales — (material  improvements.)  This  tax  is  actually 
pledged  for  a  little  while  yet  as  a  subsidy  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  company  from  Vera 
Cmz  to  Mexico. 

The  same  state  of  things  occurs  concerning  the  duties  of  export  only,  not  of  import, 
through  the  ports  of  the  Pacific— at  Acapulco,  Mazatlan,  8an  Bias,  and  Guayamas.  The 
revenues  from  that  source  are  applied  partly  to  the  payment  of  international  debts,  and 
partly  as  a  subsidy  for  the  railroad  which  is  hereafter  to  connect  the  capital  with  the  Pacific 
ocean. 

Last  year  the  seaport  customs  produced  sixty-five  millions.  The  right  to  collect  one-half 
of  them  is,  therefore,  no  inconsiderable  object,  and  such  resources  wiU  be  sufficient  to  meet 
many  of  the  eng^ements  of  the  Mexican  government. 

These  engagements  are  recited  in  the  second  article  of  the  convention,  as  follows : 

The  funds  collected  through  the  delegation  [a  lion]  agreed  on  in  the  preceding  article  shall 
be  applied — 

1.  To  the  payment  of  the  interests,  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  payment  of  all  the  obliga- 
tions [bonds]  arising  from  the  two  loans  contracted  in  1864  and  lb65  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. 

2.  To  the  payment  of  the  interests,  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  millions  of  francs,  of  which  the  Mexican  government  has  acknowledgfed  itself 
debtor  by  the  Miramar  convention,  and  of  all  the  sums  subsequently  advanced  by  the  French 
treasury,  for  whatever  purpose.    The  amount  of  this  debt,  now  estimated  by  approxima-  ' 
tion  at  two  hundred  ana  fifty  millions  of  francs,  shall  be  hereafter  definitively  established. 

This  assignment  of  revenue  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  is  but  an  appropriation  of  securi- 
ties ;  it  is  not  a  payment  liberating  the  Mexican  g^vemment  from  all  indebtedness  towards 
its  various  creditors.  Hence  the  rights  of  holders  of  bonds  of  both  loans,  as  well  as  thoso 
of  the  French  government,  are  expressly  reserved. 

Should,  on  the  other  hand,  the  funds  thus  received  in  consequence  of  increasing  interna- 
tional commerce  exceed  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  Mexican  government,  the  surplus  shall 
be  applied  to  a  gradual  cancelling  of  its  indebtedness  to  the  French  govemment. 

Mexico  having  surrendered  the  right  to  diminish  henceforth  the  import  and  export  duties, 
this  assigpiment  lias  a  fixed  basis  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  which  can  onlv  fluctuate  in 
'consequence  of  an  increase  or  a  decrease  in  the  commercial  movement  which  has  been 
steadily  on  the  increase  since  our  occupancy. 

There  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  any  circumstances,  foreseen  or  unforeseen,  can  either  sup- 
press or  delav  this  levying  on  the  revenue,  as  it  is  to  be  effected  in  the  two  principal  porta 
of  import  and  export  at  vera  Cms  and  Tampico  by  special  agents  placed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Freucn  flag,  and  most  likely  French  subjects. 

This  measure  will  not  only  prevent  an^  of  the  duties  collected  being  diverted  from  its 
proper  use  to  our  loss ;  it  will  also  be  benehcial  to  the  Mexican  government ;  for  our  ageots, 
better  accustomed  to  administrative  regularity,  endowed  with  more  vigilance  and  energy, 
and  more  skilful  in  ferreting  out  andT  baffling  fraud,  will  watch  with  greater  care  the  col- 
lecting of  the  revenue. 

In  all  the  ports  except  Vera  Cmz  and  Tampion  the  French  consular  agents  shall  vis6  the 
returns  of  the  situation  of  the  custom-houses  of  their  district. 

The  agents  appointed  collectors  of  customs  shall  be  paid  by  the  Mexican  govemment ; 
but,  in  order  to  prevent  their  salary  ever  becoming  a  burden  on  the  imperial  treasury,  the 
latter  shall  contribute  towards  it  in  case  of  insufficiency,  but  in  the  proportion  of  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  amount  collected. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  111  shall  alone  and  absolutely  decide  how  long  the  agents  ap- 
pointed collectors  shall  remain  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico. 

This  convention,  as  we  thus  see,  is  a  new  proof  oi  the  imperial  government's  solicitude 
for  the  interests  involved  in  the  Mexican  question.  It  insures  to  the  holders  of  bonds  a  seri* 
ous  guarantee,  since  it  is  placed  under  the  watchful  care  of  the  agents  and  representativea 
of  france,  and  under  the  strong  shield  of  the  national  flag. 

LOUIS  CHAUYEAU. 
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Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

No.  370.]  BfABRiTZ.  September  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  circular  from  the  minister  of  foreign  aflFairs,  par  interim,  to  the 
diplomatic  agents  of  the  Emperor,  for  which  the  public  press  has  been  trying  to 
prepare  the  popular  mind  for  more  than  a  week  past,  appeared  in  the  Moniteur  of 
the  17th  instant  It  is  occupied  ezclusiv^ely  with  the  modifications  which  the 
relations  of  France  with  the  rest  of  the  world  have  undergone  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  dismemberment  of  the  German  confederation.  The  only  allusion 
which  takes  wider  proportion  is  one  made  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Russia  and. the 
United  States,  for  which  we  are  probably  indebted  to  the  demonstrations  of 
iriendship  which  the  two  latter  countries  have  been  recently  exchanging  with 
each  other. 

M.  de  La  Valette,  so  far  from  appearing  to  regret  the  course  of  recent  events  in 
Germany,  takes  the  position  that  France  is  relatively  stronger  now,  with  Germany 
divided  into  at  least  three  large  and  independent  powers,  no  one  of  which  has  a  pop- 
ulation as  large  as  France,  than  when  Germany  was  united  in  a  confederat  jon  which 
represented  a  population  more  than  double  that  of  France.  He  also  denounces 
the  narrow  ana  miserable  policy  of  another  age,  when  the  greatness  of  countries 
was  maintained  by  weakening  those  Which  surrounded  them ;  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Emperor  declares  with  profound  wisdom  the  true  equilj)rium  of  Europe 
is  to  be  found  in  the  satisfied  wishes  of  its  nations. 

The  marvellous  feature  of  this  paper  is,  that  after  interpreting  so  sagaciously 
and  correctly,  as  I  think,  the  bearing  of  recent  events  in  Europe  upon  France, 
events  which  rather  strengthen  than  weaken  her  position.;  after  proclaiming  the 
incontestable  fact  that  she  Is  menaced  by  no  ode,  and  the  less  incontestable  fact 
that  she  is  disposed  to  menace  no  one,  and  that  the  peace  now  making  has  every 
element  of  durability,  the  minister  proceeds  to  argae  from  this  state  of  facts  the 
necessity  of  perfecting  her  military  organisation  without  delay.  This  paragraph 
is  so  perfectly  inconsequential  that  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be  understood, 
by  all  France  at  least,  as  an  undertaking  upon  the  part  of  the  Emperor  to  hold 
his  sword  in  readiness  to  aid  the  negotiations  which  he  has  suspended,  but  not 
abandoned,  for  the  rectification  of  his  northern  frontiers.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive any  other  motive  for  addressing  an  announcement  of  such  a  character  to 
the  representatives  of  the  government  abroad,  and  in  continuation  of  a  statement 
of  facts  which  logically  ought  to  lead  to  a  redtxction  rather  than  to  an  increase 
of  military  force. 

The  fact  is  that  France  is  very  imperfectly  armed  at  present,  and  if  ever  so 
much  provoked  would  seek  to  avoid  war  for  at  least  a  year,  the  shortest  time 
within  which  she  could  complete  her  preparations.  It  is  also  understood  that 
there  is  a  strong  party  in  the  government  in  favor  of  making  a  loan,  for  which 
there  are  abundant  pretexts.  The  government  also  expects  to  be  vigorously 
attacked  in  the  chambers  by  M.  Thiera  and  the  partisans  of  weak  neighbors,  for 
its  neglect  to  interfere  in  time  to  prevent  the  unification  of  Germany  under  the 
sceptre  of  a  frontier  state,  &;c.  These  reasons. may  suffice  to  explain  the  attach- 
ment of  this  otherwise  most  inconsequential  tail  to  xM.  de  La  Valette's  kite,  without 
ascribing  it  to  any  graver  or  more  pregnant  motive. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hod.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashmgUm. 

23  DC 
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[Translfttion.] 

Paris,  Se^umUr  18, 1866. 

The  Monitenr  pablishes  tbe  text  of  tbe  circular  addressed  bj  tbe  Marquis  de  La  Yalette 
to  tbe  Frencb  diplomatic  affents  abroad,  wbicb  bas  been  for  some  time  past  a  subject  of  so 
mucb  speculation.  We  subjoin  a  translation  of  that  important  document;  it  bean  the  date 
of  September  16 : 

Monsieur  :  The  Emperor's  ffovemment  can  no  longer  delay  expressing  its  Tiews  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  events  which  are  taKing  place  in  Gtermanj.  The  Marquis  de  Moustier  haring  to 
remain  abeeat  for  some  time  longer,  his  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  explain  to  his  diplomatic 
agents  the  moUyee  by  which  his  policy  is  directed. 

The  war  which  broke  out  in  the  centre  and  south  of  Europe  has  destroyed  the  Germanic 
confederation,  and  definitively  constftued  Italian  nationality.  Prussia,  whose  limits  have 
been  extended  by  victory,  rules  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Main.  Austria  has  lost  Yenetia, 
and  is  separated  from  Germany. 

In  presence  of  these  important  changes  every  state  in  Europe  pauses  and  reflects  how  far 
they  affect  its  responsibility,  (se  rtentiUefU  dans  U  itntiment  de  leur  rttpim$abUite  j)  each 
inquires  what  are  the  consequences  of  th^  peace  which  has  recently  intervened,  and  what 
will  be  its  influence  on  European  order,  and  on  the  international  situation  of  each  power. 

Public  opfaiion  in  France  is  excited.  It  wavers,  uncertain  between  the  joy  of  seeing  the 
treaties  of  1815  destroyed,  and  the  fear  that  the  power  of  Prussia  may  acquire  excessive 
proportions;  it  oscillates  between  the  desire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  the  hope  to 
obtain  by  war  a  territorial  aggrandizement  It  applauds  the  complete  enfranchisement  of 
Italv,  but  wishes  to  be  reassure  aeainst  the  dangers  by  which  the  rope  may  be  menaced. 

The  perplexities  by  which  the  public  mind  is  agitated,  and  which  do  not  escape  observation 
abroad,  impose  on  Ae  government  the. obligation  of  explaining  its  ideas  in  a  precise  manner. 

France  cannot  pursue  a  doubtful  policy.  If  her  interests  and  strength  are  compromised 
by  the  important  changes  which  are  taking  place  in  Germany,  she  should  declare  it  frankly, 
-md  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  guarauteeine  her  security.  If  she  incurs  no  loss  by 
the  transformations  which  are  taking  place,  she  should  declare  it  with  sincerity  and  resist 
exaggerated  apprehensions  and  ardent  appreciations  which,  by  exciting  international  jeal- 
ousy, would  turn  her  aside  from  the  <y>urse  she  ought  to  follow. 

In  order  to  dissipate  that  state  of  uncertainty,  and  fix  the  public  convictions,  we  must 
view  in  their  aggregate  the  past  as  it  was,  and  the  future  as  it  presents  itself. 

In  the  past  what  do  we  see  f  AfUr  1815  the  Holy  Alliance  united  against  France  all  the 
nations  from  the  Ural  to  the  Rhine.  The  Germanic  confederation  comprised,  with  Prussia 
and  Austria,  eighty  millions  of  inhabitants ;  it  extended  from  Luxembourg  to  Trieste,  and 
from  the  Baltic  to  Trent,  and  surrounded  us  with  a  girdle  of  iron  supported  by  five  strong 
federal  fortresses ;  our  strategical  position  was  lettered  by  the  most  skilful  territorial  combi- 
nations. The  slightest  difficulty  that  might  uise  between  us  and  Holland  with  Prussia  on 
the  Rhine,  or  with  Austria  in  the  Tyrol  or  Fricnl,  raised  up  against  us  all  the  united  forces 
of  the  confederation.  Austrian  Germany,  impregnable  on  the  Adige,  might  advance  at  any 
moment  to  the  Alps.  Prussian  Germany  had  for  her  vanguard  on  the  Rhine  all  tbe  sec- 
ondarv  states,  incessantly  agitated  by  desires  of  political  transformation,  and  disposed  to 
consider  France  as  an  enemy  of  their  existence  and  aspirations.  « 

With  the  exception  of  Spain  we  had  no  possibility  of  contracting  an  alliance  on  the  conti- 
nent Italy  was  divided  and  powerless,  and  did  not  count  as  a  nation.  Prussia  was  neither 
sufficiently  compact  nor  independent  to  depart  from  her  traditions.  Austria  was  too  much 
occupied  in  maintaining  her  possessions  in  Italy  to  be  able  to  form  an  intimate  connection 
with  us.  , 

No  doubt  a  long  period  of  peace  may  have  caused  us  to  forget  the  dangers  of  ihese  terri- 
torial organizations  and  alliances,  for  they  only  appear  formidable  when  war  happens  to 
break  out  But  France  has  sometimes  secured  that  inestimable  blessing  by  the  sacnfice  of 
her  positicm  (r6U)  in  the  world.  It  is  unquestionable  that  during  nearly  forty  yean  she  has 
encountered,  erect  and  opposed  to  her,  tbe  coalition  of  tbe  three  northern  courts,  united  by 
the  recollection  of  common  defeats  and  victories,  bv  analaffous  principles  of  government,  by 
solemn  treaties,  and  by  feelings  of  mistrust  towards  our  liberal  and  civilizing  acUon. 

Mow,  if  we  examine  the  future  of  Europe,  transformed  as  it  has  been,  what  guarantees 
does  it  provide  for  Fnmce  and  the  peace  of  the  world  T  The  coalition  of  the  three  courts  of 
the  north  is  broken  up.  The  new  principle  that  governs  Europe  is  the  liberty  of  alliances. 
All  the  great  powers,  without  exception,  are  restored  to  the  plenitude  of  their  independence — 
to  the  regular  development  of  their  destinies. 

Prussia,  aggrandized,  free  henceforth  from  all  solidarity,  insures  the  independence  of  Ger- 
many. This  should  give  no  umbrage -to  France.  Proud  of  her  admirable  uniiy,  of  her  in- 
destructible nationality,  she  could  not  consistently  oppose  or  regret  the  work  of'^assimilation 
which  has  just  been  accomplished,  nor  make  the  principles  of  nationality  she  represents  and 
professes  in  respect  to  peoples,  subservient  to  any  feeling  of  jealousy.  The  national  feeling 
of  Germany  being  satisfied,  its  anxieties  are  removed  and  its  enmities  extinguished.  Ger- 
many, in  imitating  France>  has  taken  a  step  that  brings  her  closer  to,  not  Jthat  remoirea  her 
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In  the  soQtli,  Italy,  whose  patriotism  a  Umg  servitade  has  been  unable  to  ezting^h,  is  pat 
in  possession  of  all  the  elements  of  her  national  gpreatness.  Her  existence  profonndlj  modi- 
fies the  political  conditions  of  Europe ;  but  in  spite  of  unreasoning  susceptibilities  or  tran- 
sient errors  of  judgment,  her  ideas,  tier  principles,  her  interests  draw  her  into  closer  connec- 
tion with  the  nation  that  shed  its  blood  to  aid  tier  in  conquering  her  independence. 

The  interests  of  the  Pontifical  throne  are  secured  by  the  convention  of  September  15. 
That  convention  will  be  honorably  executed.  In  withdrawing  his  troops  from  Rome,  the 
Emperor  leaves  there  as  a  guarantee  for  the  security  of  the  Holy  Father  the  protection  of 
France. 

In  the  Baltic,  as  in  the  Mediterranean,  secondary  navies  are  springing  up  which  are  fiivor- 
able  to  the  liberty  of  the  seas. 

Austria,  relieved  from  her  Italian  and  G^man  preoccupations,  no  longer  wasting  her 
strength  in  barren  rivalries,  but  concentrating  it  in  the  east  of  Europe,  still  represents  a 
power  of  thir^-five  millions  of  souls,  whom  no  hostile  feeling,  no  interest  separates  from 
France. 

By  what  singular  influence  of  the  past  on  the  future  can  public  opinion  discover  enemies, 
instead  of  allies,  of  France  in  these  nations  emancipated  trom  a  past  which  was  hostile  to 
us,  called  to  a  new  lifSs,  directed  by  principles  which  are  our  own,  animated  by  the  sentiments 
of  progress  which  form  the  pacific  bond  of  modem  societies. 

Europe  more  strongly  constituted,  rendered  more  homogeneous  by  more  precise  territorial 
divisions,  is  a  guarantee  for  the  peace  of  the  continent,  and  is  neither  a  danger  nor  an  injury 
for  our  nation.  France  with  Algeria  will  soon  number  more  than  fortv  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants ;  Germany  thirty-seven  millions — twenty-nine  of  them  in  the  northern  and  eight  in  the 
southern  confederation;  Austria  thirtv-five;  Italy  twenty-six;  Spain  eighteen.  What  is 
there  in  this  distribution  of  European  forces  to  cause  us  any  uneasiness  7 

An  irresistible  power  (are  we  to  regret  it  ?)  urges  populations  to  combine  together  in  large 
agglomerations  by  causing  the  secondary  states  to  disappear.  This  tendency  arises  from 
the  desire  to  insure  more  efficacious  euarantees  for  general  interests.  While  the  old 
populations  of  the  continent  in  their  limited  territories  increase  only  at  a  slow  rate,  Russia 
and  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  each,  before  a  century  has  elapsed,  be 
able  to  count  a  hundred  millions  of  men.  Although  the  progress  of  these  two  great  empires 
is  not  for  us  a  subject  of  disquietude,  and  although,  on  the  contrary,  we  applaud  their 
generous  efforts  in  favor  of  oppressed  races,  the  interest  of  the  nations  of  central  Europe 
and  their  foresight  require  them  not  to  remain  pareelled  out  into  to  many  states  without 
strength  and  public  spirit 

Politics  should  rise  above  the  narrow  and  petty  prejudices  of  a  bygone  age.  The  Em- 
peror does  not  believe  that  the  grandeur  of  a  country  depends  on  the  weakening  of  the  peo- 
ples that  surround  it,  and  only  sees  a  real  equilibrium  in  the  satisfied  wishes  of  the  nations 
of  Europe.  In  that  he  obeys  convictions  long  entertained,  and  the  traditions  of  his  race. 
Napoleon  I  forentaw  the  changes  which  aro  now  occurring  on  the  European  continent.  He 
had  implanted  the  germs  of  new  nationalities  in  the  Italian  peninsula  in  creating  the  king- 
dom or  Italy ;  in  Garmany  by  causing  the  disappearance  of  two  hundred  anfl  fifty-three 
independent  states. 

If  these  considerations  be  just  and  true,  the  Emperor  was  right  in  accepting  the  task  of 
mediator ;  to  arrest  useless  and  grievous  effusion  of^  blood,  to  urge  moderation  on  the  con- 

aueror  by  his  amicable  intervention,  to  attenuate  the  consequences  of  defeat,  to  pursue 
irough  so  many  obstacles  the  re-establishment  of  peace — this  was  not  an  inglorious  task. 
He  would  have,  on  the  contrary,  misunderstood  his  high  responsibility  if,  viouiting  the  neo* 
trality  he  bad  promised  s^  proclaimed,  he  had  thrown  himself  suddenly  into  the  risks  of  it 
great  war,  one  of  those  wars  which  arouse  the  hatred  of  races,  and  in  which  whole  nations 
come  intOi  collision.  What,  indeed,  would  have  been  the  object  of  spontaneously  initiating 
a  struggle  against  Prussia,  and  necessarily  against  Italy  ?  Conquest,  territorial  agpgrandiae- 
nient  But  the  imperial  government  has  lon^  since  laid  down  and  even  applied  its  prkici- 
plas  as  regards  the  extension  of  territory.  It  can  understand,  it  has  understood,  annexa- 
tions when  commanded  by  absolute  necessity  in  order  to  unite  to  the  countiy  populations 
having  the  same  manners,  the  same  national  instincts  as  ourselves ;  it  obtained  from  the 
free  consent  of  Savoy  and  the  country  of  Nice  the  re-establishment  of  our  natural  frontiers, 
France  can  only  desire  territorial  aggrandisements  which  do  not  affSsot  her  powerful  cohe- 
sion ;  but  she  must  ever  labor  to  promote  her  moral  or  political  aggrandizement  by  using  her 
influence  for  the  great  interests  of  civilization. 

Her  part  is  to  cement  the  accord  between  all  the  powers  who  wish  at  the  same  time  tai 
maintain  the  principle  of  authority  and  to  favor  progress.  That  alliance  will  deprive  reto-- 
lution  of  the  prestige  it  derives  from  extending  its  patronage  to  the  cause  of  the  freedom  of 
peoples,  and  will  maintain  in  the  hands  of  £[reat  and  enlightened  states  the  wise  direction  of. 
the  democratic  movement  which  is  manifesting  itself  throughout  Europe. 

Nevertheless,  in  the  emotions  which  have  seized  upon  the  country  there  exists  a  legiti* 
mate  feeling  which  it  is  important  to  recognize  and  define  with  preciMon.    The  results  of 
the  late  war  convey  a  lesson  of  grave  import  and  one  which  has  not  been  purchased  at  the 
expense  of  the  honor  of  our  arms.    It  indicates  the  necessity  for  the  defence  of  our  teiri- 
tory,  of  improving  our  military  organization  without  delay^    The  nation  will  not  £ul  iui  a^ 
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duty  which  cannot  be  a  menace  for  any  one.  She  is  jnatly  proud  of  the  valor  of  her  ar- 
mies; her  susceptibilities  awakened  by  the  remembrance  of  ner  military  triumphs,  by  the 
name  and  the  deeds  of  the  sovereign  who  eovems  her,  are  only  the  expression  of  her  ener- 
getic will  of  maintaining,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  attaclc,  her  rank  and  influence  in  the 
world. 

To  sum  up,  from  the  elevated  point  of  view  whence  the  imperial  government  considers 
the  destinies  of  Europe,  the  horizon  appears  to  it  free  from  menacicrg  eventualities.  Diffi- 
cult problems,  which  required  to  be  solved,  as  they  could  not  be  suppressed,  weighed  upon 
the  destinies  of  peoples ;  they  might  have  arisen  at  more  difficult  periods ;  they  have  re- 
ceived their  natural  solution  without  violent  shocks  and  without  the  dangerous  assistance  of 
revolutionary  passions.    A  peace  which  reposes  on  such  bases  will  be  a  durable  one. 

As  to  I^rance,  in  whatever  direction  she  casts  her  eye  she  sees  nothing  which  can  hinder 
her  progress  or  disturb  her  prosperity.  Preserving  friendly  relations  with  every  power,  di- 
rected by  a  policy  which  exnibits  generosity  and  moderation  as  evidence  of  her  strength, 
supported  by  her  imposing  unity,  with  her  genius  radiating  on  every  side,  with  her  treas- 
ures and  her  credit,  which  fecundate  Europe,  v  ith  her  miiitaiy  forces  developed,  surrounded 
henceforth  by  independent  nations,  her  greatness  appears  undiminished,  nor  will  ever  be  less 
respected. 

Such  is  the  lang^a^  which  you  should  use  in  your  relations  with  the  government  to 
which  you  are  accredited. 


Accept,  dus. 


LA  VALETTE. 


Mr.  Hay  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  371.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Parjs,  September  2U  1866. 

Sir:  The  Monitenr  of  yesterday  contained  the  following  announcement: 
"  The  president  of  the  commission  of  finances  of  Mexico,  at  Paris,  informs  the 
holders  of  Mexican  securities  and  bonds  that  no  funds  having  been  received  from 
the  Mexican  government  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  coupons  falling  due 
on  the  1st  October  next,  that  payment  will  be  adjourned. 

'*  The  president  of  the  commission  at  the  same  time  reminds  the  holders  of 

Mexican  oonds  that  in  conformity  with  the  original  conditions  of  the  contract, 

a  capital  of  thirty-four  millions  of  francs,  deposited  in  the  CaUse  dcs  Depots  et 

Consignations  and  invested  in  three  per  cent,  securities,  is  to  be  applied  hj  means 

•of  the  quarterly  capitalization  of  the  interest  to  the  reconstitution  of  their  capital.'* 

This  announcement  is  dated  two  days  before  its  publication,  September  18» 
4866.    Although  not  wholly  unexpected,  it  produced  a  decidedly  depressing 

•  effect  upon  the  Bourse.  Mexican  bonds  fell  thirty  francs,  and«»ther  stocks  expe- 
'rienced  a  serious  check  in  the  upward  movement  which  haa  been  in  progress  for 
'Some  time  past. 

'  I  annex  an  extract  from  an  article  of  Mr.  Forcade,  in  Revue  des  DeuxMondee , 
•in  reference  to  the  immediate  prospects  of  the  Mexican  empire  and  the  mission 

•  of  General  Gastelnau,  which  is  noticeable  for  its  ft^edom  of  statement.    A  leading 
article  in  much  the  same  sense  appeared  a  few  days  since  in  La  Liberte,  the 

^journal  conducted  by  M.  de  Girardin,  which  urged  the  immediate  recognition  by 
France  of  President  Juarez,  and  the  arrangement  of  a  treaty  with  him,  as  the 

•  sole  practicable  means  of  securing  protection  to  French  citizens  in  Mexico. 

I  «m,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant* 

JOHN  HAY, 
Charge  d^ Affaires  ad  interim. 
'^on«  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Mr.  Forcade,  in  the  Revne  des  Deux  Mondes. — ^Translation.] 

'When  it  was  decided  to  recall  the  French  troops  from  Mexico,  it  was  beliered  and  an- 
nounced that  the  return  conld  take  place  in  three  snccessiye  divisions ;  the  first  heing  fixed 
for  the  month  of  November  next.    Many  people  were  alarmed  at  this  project  of  partial  and 
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ffradnal  evacaation.  It  seemed  to  them  perilous  to  weaken  our  annj  at  the  moment  when 
tne  relative  force  and  andacitj  of  oar  adversaries  wonld  be  aogmented  bjr  onr  withdrawal, 
and  thns,  perhaps,  draw  on  our  last  battalions  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  The  question  of 
departure  was  aiso  ^vemed  bj  the  political  state  in  which  we  should  leave  Mexico.  Would 
the  emperor  Maximilian  persist  alone  in  the  enterprise  in  which  he  followed  us,  and  where 
he  has  shown  that  he  cannot  render  us  any  service ;  or  would  he  renounce  the  adventure 
and  return  to  Europe  with  us  7  In  the  case  of  the  abdication  of  Maximilian,  could  we 
leave  Mexico  without  giving  that  unhappy  country  time  to  organise  a  government  to  its 
taste,  with  which  we  might  negotiate  ana  establish  the  future  relations  of  France.  A  little 
reflection  will  show  that,  to  solve  these  different  questions  in  the  least  troublesome  manner, 
they  must  be  settled  simultaneously.  It  is  necessarv  to  know  whether  Maximilian  stays  or ' 
leaves ;  and  in  order  that  the  security  and  dimity  of  our  army  may  not  be  endangered,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  return  of  our  troops  should  not  be  accomplished  successively,  but  all  at 
once.  It  is  evidently  the  strict  examination  and  the  categorical  solution  of  these  questions 
which  the  Emperor  has  confided  to  General  Castelnau  in  sending  him  to  Mexico,  charged 
with  a  mission  doubtless  painful,  but  the  results  of  which  might  be  highly  important  for 
the  interests  of  France.  The  great  thing  in  this  difficult  operation  of  putting  an  end  to  our 
expedition  is  to  cut  short  the  evil  and  not  allow  it  to  drag  on.  For  us,  who  nave  no  confi- 
dence in  the  establishment  of  an  imperial  dynasty  in  Mexico,  we  should  wish  that  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  should  decide  on  a  retreat.  In  any  case  it  is  to  be  desired  that  the  French 
army,  in  order  to  withdraw  in  the  plenitude  of  its  strength,  should  be  concentrated  in  the 
capital,  and  march  an  mssse  to  the  coast.  Our  military  honor  and  the  interest  we  have  in 
occupying  the  second  port  of  Mexico,  will  doubtless  oblige  us  to  retake  Taropico.  (Since 
reported  to  have  been  retaken. )  Masters  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  we^  shall  be  able  to 
org^ize  the  ^multaneous  embarcation  of  our  soldiers,  and,  besides,  to  retain  the  two  most 
important  maritime  cities  of  the  country,  until  we  have  made  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  the  new  government.  If  no  time  is  lost,  as  we  have  the  favorable  season  before  us, 
the  march  of  our  troops  to  the  coast  and  their  embarcation  could  be  completed  in  six  months  • 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  372.]  Legation  op  thb  TJnitkd  States, 

Paris,  September  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  There  is  considerable  discussion  just  now  in  Paris  in  relation  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  by  the  Emperor's  government  to  secure  the  holders  of  the 
Mexican  loan  from  the  loss  of  their  entire  iuTCStments.  The  journals  are  espe 
cially  occupying  themselves  with  this  subject,  several  of  those  in  the  opposition 
charging  the  government  with  at  least  a  moral  responsibility  for  the  loan ;  and 
the  ministerial  sheets,  though  somewhat  reticent,  generally  intrenchlhg  them- 
selves behind  the  formal  disavowal  of  guarantee  made  by  M.  Rouher  in  the  Corps 
Legislatif.  It  is  thought  by  many  that  a  project  of  a  law  for  the  relief  of  these 
unfortunate  people  will  be  introduced  into  the  next  session  of  the  legislative  body. 
No  one  considers  the  assignment  of  the  Mexican  customs  a  serious  measure  of 
reimbursement.  The  34,000,000  francs  now  lying  in  the  bureau  of  deposits  is 
the  only  solid  resource  that  any  one  seems  to  regard  as  within  the  hands  of  the 
French.  But  so  general  is  the  belief  that  something  will  be  devised  by  the 
government  to  reimburse  the  people  who  invested  their  savings  in  its  Mexican 
enterprise,  that  quite  a  brisk  speculation  in  these  apparently  worthless  securities 
has  sprung  up,  since  the  announcement  of  insolvency  was  made  by  the  president 
of  the  commission. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  learn  from  good  source  that  Mr.  Fould  is  firmly  opnosed 
to  any  assumption  of  xMaximilian's  liabilities,  and  has  even  expressed  his  deter- 
mination to  retire  from  the  government  sooner  than  carry  out  a  policy  so  injuri- 
ous to  the  financial  interests  of  France. 

It  is  sometimes  vaguely  suggested  that  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be 
by  a  cession  of  territory  to  the  tlnite^  States,  in  exchange  for  a  guarantee  of 
French  claims.  There  could  be  no  better  proof  of  the  perplexity  of  the  public 
mind  in  regard  to  this  matter  than  this  unreasonable  fancy  that  the  United  States 
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would  accept  from  France  what  the^  nU^lj  denj  her  right  to  offer,  and  thus 
lend  their  aeeistance  to  the  completion  of  a  course  of  action  which  they  have 
consistently  condemned  from  its  inception. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  529.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Waehingtm^  September  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  President  having  accepted  jour  resignation  as  United  States  minister 
to  France,  has  appointed  General  John  A.  Dix,  of  New  York,  to  he  your  suc- 
cessor. He  has  accepted  the  mission,  and  will  depart  for  France  on  the  28th  of 
the  ensuing  month. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  department  should  you  find  it  convenient  to  con- 
tinue in  your  ministerial  capacity  until  relieved  by  your  successor.  I  am  led  to 
make  this  request  by  the  confidence  in  your  ability  and  discretion  which  has 
been  created  by  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  you  have  already  discharged 
your  official  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Biorlow,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.f  ifv. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigdaw. 

No.  530.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  instant,  concerning  the  relation  between  France 
and  the  imperial  government  in  Mexico,  has  been  received. 

I  have  very  carefully  perused  the  newspaper  discussions  which  accompanied 
that  paper.    Certainly  they  are  bold  and  free. 

This  government  is  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  time  indicated  by  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  for  withdrawing  his  forces  from  Mexico.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
that  public  opinion  in  France,  as  well  as  in  Mexico,  should  be  much  disturbed 
with  anticipations  of  ultimate  consequences  to  result  from  that  measure.  It  is 
not  seen  how  our  own  position  coula  be  improved  now  by  the  manifestation  of 
any  doubt  or  apprehension  concerning  the  execution  of  the  arrangement  for  the 
evacuation  of  Mexico.  If,  however,  you  find  any  indication  of  inconstancy  on 
the  part  of  the  imperial  gfovemment-,  yon  will,  in  a  discreet  as  well  as  respectful 
manner,  cause  it  to  be  understood  that  the  United  States  are  relymg  with  entire 
confidence  upon  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  forces  according  to  the 
existing  arrangement. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  Sfc,f  Sfc.f  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigtlow. 
[Extract] 

.  No.  535.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statr, 

Wtuhington,  October  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  *  But  the  point  you  mention  was 

not  distinctly  presented  to  me,  namely,  what  this  government  would  think  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  French  army  in  the  coming  year,  instead  of  its 
heing  withdrawn  in  three  semi-annual  detachments,  commencing  next  November. 
What  I  have  said  is  this :  that  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  Emperor  for  a 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  in  three  detachments,  Deginnin^  in  November  next, 
was,  in  itself,  quite  likely  to  be  forgotten  here,  in  the  political  excitement  which 
attends  all  Mexican  questions,  befo^  the  execution  of  the  agreement  should 
begin.  That  frequent  incid^ents  of  various  kinds,  presented  by  the  press  in 
France  and  in  Mexico  as  indicating  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  to 
depart  from  that  engagement,  have  unavoidably  produced  a  wide  popular  mis- 
trust of  even  the  Emperor's  sincerity  in  making  the  engagement,  and  of  his 
good  faith  in  fulfilling  it.  That  by  circumstances  of  this  character  this  depart- 
ment was  kept  continually  under  an  apparent  necessity  of  protesting  against 
proceedings  which  were  thus  weakening  public  confidence  in  its  v^ry  just  and 
well  defined  expectations.  That  the  government,  on  the  contrary,  relies  with 
implicit  confidence  upon  the  fulfilment  of  the  Emperor's  engagement,  at  least, 
to  the  letter ;  and  it  has  even  expected  that,  overlooking  the  letter,  it  would  be 
fulfilled  with  an  earnestness  of  spirit  which  would  hasten  instead  pf  retard  the 
evacuation  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  waiting  for  the  beginning  of  the  evacuation. 
When  that  beginning  shall  have  come,  the  government  will  cheerfully  hear  sug- 
gestions from  any  quarter  calculated  to  reassure  the  restoration  of  tranquillity, 
peace,  and  constitutional  domestic  government  in  Mexico ;  but  until  we  shall  be 
able  to  refer  to  such  a  beginning,  any  proceedings  towards  ne^tiation  would 
only  tend  to  confound  public  opinion  in  the  United  States,  ana  to  render  the 
situation  of  Mexico  more  complicated.  ^ 

Of  course  it  is  unnecessary  to  inform  you  that  the  speculations  which  are  in- 
dulged in  by  a  portion  of  the  public  press,  concerning  relations  supposed  to  be 
established  between  this  department  and  Gteneral  Santa  Anna,  are  without  foun- 
dadon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

JoH.v  BiOBLOW,  Esq.,  4r.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  374.]  Legation  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

Paru,  October  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  Marquis  de  Moustier  received  the  diplomatic  body  yesterday  for 
the  first  time.  He  asked  if  it  was  true,  as  reported  in  the  journals,  that  our 
official  relations  were  soon  to  terminate ;  expressed  his  regret  to  learn  that  it 
was,  and  his  desire  to  have  co-operated  with  me  in  cultivating  friendly  relations 
between  our  respective  countries.  In  reply  to  a  question  of  mine  he  said  that 
the  policy  of  his  government  towards  the  United  otates  and  Mexico  would  not 
•undergo  any  change  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  his  department.  His  ex- 
cellency then  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  using  what  leisure  he  could  command 


StJO  DIPLOMATIC  *COBRESP(Mn>ENCE. 

to  master  the  various  American  qaestions  with  which  he  had  no  previous  occa- 
Bion  to  make  himself  familiar,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  prepared  he  would  he  happj 
to  talk  with  me  or  with  my  successor  more  at  length ;  meantime  he  wished  me 
to  understand  and  to  report  to  you  that  he  saw  the  Emperor  at  Biarritz ;  that 
his  Majesty  expressed  his  desire  and  intention  to  retire  from  Mexico  as  soon  as 

Sracticable,  and  without  reference  to  the  period  fixed  in  the  convention  with 
[aximilian,  if  a  shorter  time  will  suffice.  His  excellency  then  went  on  to  say 
that  the  **  dissidents/'  according  to  late  reports,  are  gaining  ground,  but  that  it 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  Emperor  to  undertake  new  and  distant  expeditions  to 
reduce  them ;  that  there  was  some  talk  of  retaking  Tampico,  but  what  was 
decided  upon  had  not  yet  transpired  in  Paris.  He  said  the  position  of  France 
was  a  delicate  one,  and  that  there  was  nothing  that  the  Emperor  desired  more 
than  to  disembarrass  himself  of  all  his  engagements  with  Mexico  as  soon  as  he 
could  with  dignity  and  honor,  and  that  with  our  aid,  upon  which  he  counted, 
the  time  might  be  very  much  shortened. 

To  this  1  made  only  the  general  reply  that  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
future  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  France  would  be  marked  by  the 
same  friendly  consideration  which  had  characterized  it  heretofore.  I  did  not 
ask  what  kind  of  aid  from  the  United  States  he  had  in  his  mind,  presuming  it 
was  forbearance  rather  than  any  active  co-operation  upon  which  he  counted. 

I  may  as  well  mention  in  this  connection  that  I  returned  yesterday  morning 
from  Biarritz,  where  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Periere,  the  owner  of  the  Franco- 
Mexican  line  of  steamships,  that  the  contract  had  been  finally  signed  by  his 
agent  at  the  ministry  of  war,  for  the  repatriation  of  all  the  French  army  in 
Mexico  in  March  next,  that  shall  not  have  returned  previously.  The  letter 
advising  him  of  the  fact  had  been  received,- as  I  understood  him,  only  the  day 
before.  Some  of  the  troops,  he  said,  would  be  repatriated  this  fall,  but  all  the 
remainder  before  the  end  of  March. 

I  have  reason  to  think  he  was  instructed  to  make  this  communication  to  me. 

I  am,  sir»  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  A^iLLiAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  tState^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  377.]  Lbgation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

Paris,  October  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  this  legation  and  the  minister  of  foreign  afiPairs  since  my  last 
communication,  in  relation  to  a  seizure  of  powder  on  board  the  schooner  Wil- 
liam L.  Richardson,  Captain  Goodwin,  in  the  gulf  of  California.  The  Marquis 
de  Moustier  proposes  to  postpone  the  final  consideration  of  this  claim  until  the 
organization  of  a  mixed  commission,  which  he  informs  me  has  been  strongly 
urged  upon  his  government  by  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  to  which  the 
Emperor  is  ready  to  accede. 

As  1  have  been  advised  of  no  negotiations  modifying  my  instructions  No.  43 
and  No  287,  and  as  the  Marquis  de  Moustier*s  predecessor  had  never  suggested 
the  suspension  of  this  claim  upon  any  such  pretext,  I  gave  his  excellency  yes- 
terday to  understand  that  I  presumed  my  government  would  have  advised  me 
of  any  negotiations  pending  at  Washington  or  elsewhere,  if  it  intend^  that  they 
should  in  any  way  modify  my  conduct  here ;  that  I  had  received  no  intimation  • 
of  the  kind  from  Washington,  though  I  could  readily  see  many  advantages  in 


DIPLOMATIC   COKBE8PONDENCE.  361 

referring  claims  of  this  class  to  a  commisaion  with  powers ;  and  that  for  the 
present  I  should  content  myself  with  refening  his  communication  to  my  govern- 
ment for  further  instructions. 

His.excellencj  then  remarked  that  he  was  also  awaiting  additional  informa- 
tion from  the  minister  of  marine. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  ohedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Bigeiow  to  Mr,  Drouyu  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

Pans,  AprU  11,  1866. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  verbale  which  your  excel- 
lency addressed  to  this  legation  on  the  S^th  of  Marcn,  1865,  in  relation  to  a  hundred  barrels 
of  blastinf]^  powder,  seiied  on  board  the  American  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  in  the 
gulf  of  California,  by  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  French  naval  division  on  the  Pacific. 

Your  excellency  informs  me  that  an  application,  made  through  my  immediate  predecessor 
by  some  Califomia  merchant,  to  ship  blasting  powder  monthly  to  certain  Mexican  ports  for 
use  in  the  mines  of  Mexico,  has  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  powder  delivered  at  any 
point  where  actual  war  prevailed  must  be  regarded  as  contraband  of  war,  and  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Emperor  already  ba<l  knowledge  of  operations  of  that  character  which  bad 
worked  to  the  advantage  of  its  enemies. 

Your  excellency  further  states  that  the  case  of  the  schooner  Richardson  falls  within  the 
foregoing  rule, from  which  your  excellency  represents  that  there  was  the  less  occasion  to  depart^ 
as  the  French  authorities  were  in  possession  of  reliable  information  that  the  powder  with 
which  she  was  laden  was  destined  to  the  use  of  guerillas  whom  Senor  Vega  was  trying  to 
organize  in  the  States  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa.  ' 

Though  my  government  entertained  no  doubt  that  the  destination  of  the  schooner  Rich- 
ardson was  correctly  represented  in  the  statement  of  Captaiin  Goodwin,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  your  excellency  on  the  9th  of  March,  1865,  and  that  the  cargo  of  powder  was 
designed  exclusively  for  mining  purposes,  the  doubts  which  you  express  in  regard  to  the 
correctness  of  the  rej)resentatiun  led  me  to  refer  the  case  back  to  Wasbmgton,  whence  I  have 
received  some  additional  proof,  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  io  you  in  the  annexed 
enclosures,  marked,  respectively,  I,  3,  3,  4,  and  5,  and  to  which  I  invite  your  attention.  I 
do  not  know  what  authority  vour  excellency  may  have  for  stating  that  the  cargo  of  powder 
on  board  the  William  L.' Richardson  was  shipped  for  La  Paz ;  but  whatever  it  may  oe,  the 
testimony  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  subuiit,  and  that  which  I  have  submitted  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  constrains  me  to  think  that  your  excellency  has  been  misled.  The  manifest 
of  the  schooner,  the  sworn  statement  of  Captain  (Goodwin,  the  formal  declarations  of  the 
director  and  engineer  of  the  Arizona  Mining  Company,  the  letter  of  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  La  Paz,  and,  finally,  the  written  admission  of  the  French  officer  who  made  the  seizure, 
all  concur  to  show  that  the  powder  in  question  was  shipped  to  Arizona,  and  not  for  La  Paz> 
or  any  other  Mexican  port. 

Had  there  been  any  question  at  La  ^z  ^bout  the  destination  of  the  powder  at  the  time  of 
its  seizure,  Captain  de  ia  Canrd  would  hardly  have  given  Captain  Goodwin  a  certificate,  in 
which  he  speaks  in  so  many  words  of  his  seizure  **  of  the  one  hundred  kegs  of  powder,, 
shipped  in  San  Francisco  on  the  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  to  be  delivered  to  Paul 
Helaer  at  Fort  Yanca,  Colorado  river,*'  &c. 

These  documents  seem  to  prove  by  the  highest  order  of  testimony — 

1.  That  the  schooner  William  L.  Richardson  was  an  American  vessel,  bound  from  one 
American  port  to  another. 

2.  That  the  powder  seized  was  of  a  kind  known  as  blasting  powder,  and  was  designed  to 
be  used  for  industrial  purposes  at  Tubac,  in  Arizona,  and  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

JMy  government  is  in  possession  of  no  evidence  which  tends  to  impeach  the  testimony  of 
any  of  the  witnesses  to  whose  statements  I  have  referred,  or  to  invalidate  the  conclusions  to 
which  it  has  conducted  me.  I  venture  to  believe  that  it  will  prove  upon  perusal  equally 
satisfactory  and  conclusive  to  vour  excellency. 

Assuming,  as  I  feel  authorized  to  do,  that  the  powder  on  board  of  the  Rwhardson  was 
bound  from  one  American  port  to  another,  it  can  make  no  difference,  so  far  as  the  owner's 
right  to  indemnity  is  concerned,  whether  it  was  contraband  of  war  or  not.  The  United  States, 
while  recognizing  the  right  of  France  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  from  reaching  Mexican, 
territory,  will  not  be  expected  to  allow  any  exercise  of  that  right  to  interfere  with  perfect 
freedom  of  trade  between  her  porta.    The  moat  rapid  and  inezponsive,  and  in  £act  tho  onl j 
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available  mode  of  shippinic  merchMidise  from  ^e  Uiiit<»d  States  to  the  Arizona  Miniag  Com- 
pany,  is  by  the  route  taken  by  Captain  Ooodwin  throufh  the  ipilf  of  California  and  the  Colo- 
rado river.  The  freedom  of  the  navigation  of  that  gulf  and  river  are  guaranteed  to  as  by  a 
solemn  treaty  still  in  unimpaired  vi^r,  and  if  any  of  the  exigencies  of  war  should  lead  to  an 
nnlawftil  seizure  in  these  waters  of  American  merchandise,  I  am  aware  of  no  principle  of 
equity  or  law  by  virtue  of  which  full  indemnity  for  the  damage  sustained  by  the  owner  of  the 
proportv  can  be  refused. 

The  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  this  seizure  was  made  authorizes  me  to  express 
(he  hope  that  this  case  will  receive  your  excellency's  early  attention. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  exeelleooy  the  assurances  of  hifffa  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  humble  and  very  obedient 
iervant, 

JOmr  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Drouyn  de  LhuVs, 

MinisUr  of  Foreign  Affain^  Pariu 


Jfr,  M^ustier  to  Mr.  BigtUno, 

Paris,  OetobBr  13,  1866. 

8nt:  I  have  examined  the  reasons  that  have  delayed,  up  to  the  present  time,  tbe  final 
settlement  of  the  claim  which  you  have  made  npob  the  Emperor's  government  in  behalf  of 
the  owners  of  the  American  schooner  W.  L.  Biehardson.  My  prodeoessor  had  only  pro- 
posed to  postpone  the  examination  of  it  until  the  claims  which  we  have  to  make  against  the 
go'vemment  of  the  United  States  should  themselves  be  put  in  the  way  of  settlement.  Yoa 
are  doubtless  informed  tbat  we  have  been  for  some  time  in  negotiation  upon  this  subject  with 
the  Washington  cabinet  This  cabinet  has  been  very  urgent  that  the  ^ized  commission 
which  it  was  proposed  to  establish  for  this  purpose  should  be  authorized  to  act  at  the  same 
time  upon  the  French  claims  made  against  the  United  States  and  upon  the  American  claims 
made  against  us.  We  have  asseutea  to  this  proposition,  and  it  is  not  owing  to  us  that  we 
have  net  already  arrived  at  a  complete  understanding  upon  this  question.  You  will  compre- 
hend, therefore,  that  we  were  waiting  until  there  shoula  be  a  definite  agreement  between  the 
two  governments  in  reg^d  to  the  manner  in  which  it  would  be  best  to  proceed  in  relation  to 
the  claim  which  vou  have  recalled  to  my  notice.  It  is  indispensable,  in  any  case,  that  my 
department  should  obtain,  in  rehitioa  to  this  affidr,  fuller  information  from  the  ministry  of 
marine,  and  I  shall  immediately  request  that  department  to  furnish  it  to  me. 

Accept  assnraaees,  &a«  iu^ 

MOUSTIEB. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  37a]  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  October  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  529, 
adviBing  me  of  the  acceptance  of  my  resignation  by  the  President,  and  of  the 
wish  of  the  department  that  I  would  remain  in  charge  of  this  mission  until 
relieved  by  my  successor,  who  was  to  sail  for  France  on  the  28th  instant. 

I  shall,  of  course,  await  here  the  arrival  of  General  Dix,  and  be  happy  to 
render  him  such  assistance  as  he  may  find  available  in  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  bis  mission. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  539.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  19th  ultimo,  No.  370,  was  duly  received,  and  has 
been  perused  with  much  interest. 

However  variously  the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  La  Valette  may  be  constmed* 
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it  may  be  taken*  I  ihiok,  hy  the  states  interested,  as  a  snflBcient  guarantee  of  a 
policy  of  peace  and  good  neighborhood  on  the  part  of  France  for  the  present. 
National  and  dynastic  interests  and  ambitions  so  frequently  change,  that  assnr* 
ances  designed  to  cover  a  distant  future  are  seldom  reliable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  ^c.,  Spc.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  383.]  Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Parti f  November  6,  1866. 
Siu :  The  Monitenr  announced  on  Saturday  last  that  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
tholon  was  to  be  replaced  at  Washington  by  Mr.  Berthemy,  the  late  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  o^  France  in  China. 

Mr.  Berthemy  was  secretary  of  legation  under  M.  Thouvenel,  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  subsequently  his  chief  secretary  when  he  was  named  minister  of 
foreign  affairs.  His  first  and  the  only  fuU  mission  he  has  filled  was  that  to 
China. 

The  Marquis  de'Moustier  mentioned  this  change  to  me  on  Thursday  last,  but 
as  he  had  not  yet  announced  it  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  he  requested  me 
not  to  mention  it  in  my  correspondence  of  that  week.  He  spoke  of  Mr.  Ber- 
themy as  a  young  man,  and  one  who  had  no  .fixed  opinions  or  prejudices  in  re- 
gard to  the  United  States.  He  is  now  in  Paris^  in  cong^,  but  I  have  not  yet 
met  him. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtoih  D.  C. 


.    Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  544.]  Department  of  State, 

T^aMngton,  November  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  19th  of  October,  No. 
377,  which  relates  to  a  claim  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  against  the  French 
^vernment,  arising  out  of  the  seizure  of  powder  on  board  the  schooner  William  A 

L.  Richardson,  Captain  Ooodwin,  in  the  gulf  of  California.  \ 

You  inform  me  that  the  French  government  proposes  to  postpone  the  final 
consideration  of  this  claim  until  the  organization  of  a  mixed  claims  commission, 
to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  governments,  shall  be  effected. 

The  deference  justly  due  to  Congress  has,  until  this  time,  induced  the  Presi- 
dent to  refrain  from  formally  negotiating  conditions  of  this  sort  for  the  settlement  / 
of  claims  against  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in-  their  favor,  resulting  from  or         ' 
connected  with  our  recent  civil  war  and  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  in 
Mexico. 

Not  sufficient  time  bad  elapsed  after  ^e  closQ.of  that  war,  and  before  the  last 
adjournment  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  declare  the  national  will  in  regard 
to  the  form  in  which  the  great  mass  of  claims,  before  referred  to,  should  be 
heard  and  adjudicated.  Their  attention  to  the  subject  will  be  invited  at  the 
approaching  session.  ^  digitized  by  GoOglc 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Marqniei  de  Monetier'fl  suggestion  of  delay,  in  view  of 
such  action  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  claim  first  mentioned,  seems  to 
be  fair  and  reasonable. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  8fc,,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  384.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  November  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  informed  me  on  Thursday  last,  in  reply 
to  a  qu%stion  which  certain  newspaper  rumors  prompted  me  to  address  him,  that 
it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  all  his  troops  from  Mexico  in 
the  spring,  but  none  before  that  time.  I  expressed  my  surprise  and  regret  at 
this  determination,  so  distinctly  in  conflict  with  the  pledges  given  by  his  excel- 
lency's predecessor,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  both  to  you,  through  the  Marquis 
de  Montholon,  and  also  to  myself  personally.  The  marquis  assigned  consiaer- 
ations  of  a  purely  military  character,  overlooking,  or  underestimating,  as  it 
seemed  to  me,  the  improtance  which  this  change  might  possibly  have  upon  the 
relations  of  France  with  the  United  States.  My  first  impulse  was  to  send  him 
a  note  on  the  following  day,  asking  for  a  formal  statement  of  the  Emperor's 
motives  for  disregarding  the  stipulations  of  his  foreign  minister  for  a  withdrawal 
of  one  detachment  of  his  Mexican  army  during  the  current  month  of  Novem- 
ber. I  concluded,  however,  tjiat  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  President 
that  I  should  see  the  Emperor  himself  upon  the  subject.  I  accordingly  waited 
upon  his  Majesty  yesterday,  at  St.  Cloud,  repeated  to  him  what  the  Marquis  de 
Moustier  had  told  jne,  and  desired  to  know  what,  if  anything,  could  be  done  by 
me  to  anticipate  and  prevent  the  discontent  which  I  felt  persuaded  would  be 
experienced  by  my  country  people,  if  they  receive  this  intelligence  without  any 
explanation.  I  referred  to  the  early  meeting  of  Congress,  when  any  change  in 
our  relations  either  with  France  or  Mexico,  would  be  likely  to  come  under  dis- 
cussion, and  my  fear  that  his  Majesty's  reasons  for  postponing  the  repatriation 
of  the  first  detachment  of  his  troops,  might  be  attributed  to  motives  which  our 
people  would  be  disposed  to  resent. 

Ihe  Emperor  said  that  it  was  true  that  he  had  concluded  to  postpone  the 
recall  of  any  of  his  troops  until  spring ;  but  that  in  -doing  so  he  bad  been  influ- 
enced entirely  by  military  consiaerations.  At  the  time  he  gave  the  order,  the 
successes  of  the  dissidents,  supported  as  they  were  by  large  re-enforcements 
from  the  United  States,  seemed  to  render  any  reduction  of  his  force  there  peril- 
ous to  those  remaining  behind. 

He  accordingly  sent  a  telegram  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  who  had  already  embarked 
a  regiment,  (eighty -first,  I  think  hfe  said,)  but  which  had  fortunately  been  pre- 
vented from  sailing  by  unfavorable  winds,  directing  him  to  embark  no  troops 
until  all  were  ready  to  come.  This  despatch,  his  Majesty  said,  was  not  sent  in 
cipher,  that  no  secret  might  be  made  of  its  tenor  in  the  United  States.  The 
troops  were  then  disembarked  and  returned  to  Orizaba.  His  Majesty  went  on 
to  say  that  he  sent  General  Castelnau  to  Mexico  about  the  same  time,  charged 
to  inform  Maximilian  that  France  could  not  give  him  another  cent  of  money  nor 
another  man  ;  if  he  thought  he  could  sustain  himself  there  alone,  France  would 
not  withdraw  her  troops  faster  dian  had  been  stipulated  for  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys,  should  such  be  his  desire  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  disposed  to 
abdicate,  which  was  the  course  his  Majesty  counselled  him  to  take,  General 
Castelnau  was  charged  to  find^some  government  with  which  to  treat  for  the 
protection  of  French  interests,  and  to  bring  all  the  army  home  in  the  Bgring. 
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I  asked  bis  Majesty  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  bad  been  notified 
of  tbis,  or  if  anything  had  been  done  to  prepare  bis  mind  for  the  change  in  bis 
Majesty's  policy.  He  said  that  be  did  not  Icnow ;  that  M.  de  Moustier  ought  to 
have  done  so ;  that,  as  these  events  occurred  during  the  interim  of  a  change  in 
the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  it  was  possible  that  it  had  been  neglected,  though 
his  telegram  to  Marshal  Bazaine  was  purposely  sent  in  a  way  to  show  that  there 
was  nothing  in  bis  plans  to  disguise.  ^ 

I  remarked  that  my  government  was  constantly  under  the  necessity  of  pro- 
testing against  acts  done  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  effect  of  such  pro- 
tests was  always  to  weaken  public  confidence  in  the  representations  which  the 
government  had  felt  itself  authorized  to  make  in  regard  to  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tions. I  then  explained  to  him  again  briefly  the  grave  inconveniences  liable  to 
result  from  any  unexplained  departure  from  the  stipulations  already  given  in 
bis  Majesty's  name  to  the  world.  His  Majesty  replied  that  we  had  the  tele- 
graph now,  and  that  any  misunderstanding  of  that  sort  might  be  readily 
rectified. 

His  Majesty  appeared  to  realize  the  importance  of  having  an  understanding 
with  the  President  upon  the  subject,  and  I  left  with  the  impression  that  be  in- 
tended to  occupy  himself  with  tbe  matter  at  once. 

There  is  but  one  sentiment  here  about  the  determination  of  France  to  wash 
her  hands  of  Mexico  as  soon  as  possible.  Nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  the  Em- 
peror is  acting  in  entire  good  faith  towards  us;  but  I  did  not  feel  sure  that  the 
change  in  bis  plans,  upon  which  I  have  been  commenting,  would  receive  so 
favorable  an  interpretation  in  the  United  States.  In  view  of  recent  successes 
gained  by  tbe  imperialists  in  Mexico,  and  in  view  of  tbe  somewhat  turbulent 
state  of  our  politics  at  home,  I  feared  that  the  course  of  tbe  Emperor  might 
possibly  awaken  suspicions  in  the  United  States,  which  might  seriously  preju- 
dice the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  To  preve  nt  such  a  calamity,  if  possible, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  the  precautions  of  which  I  have  here  rendered  you 
an  account 

Tbe  fact  which  the  Emperor  admitted  in  this  conversation,  that  he  bad  ad- 
vised Maximilian  to  abdicate,  has  prepared  me  to  expect  every  day  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  abdication,  for  such  advice,  in  Maximilian's  dependent  condi- 
tion, is  almost  equivalent  to  an  order.  That  it  would  be  so  regarded  is,  I  think, 
the  expectation  of  the  Emperor,  and  ample  preparations  for  the  early  repatria- 
tion of  all  the  troops  have,  I  believe,  already  been  made  by  the  ministers  of  war 
and  marine.  The  Emperor  stated  that  he  expected  to  know  the  final  reuilt  of 
Castlenau's  mission  toward  the  end  of  this  month. 

A  telegram  has  appeared  in  the  London  Star  and  Post,  quoting  a  report  cir- 
culating in  New  York  on  tbe  6th,  that  Maximilian  had  abdicated.  As  des- 
{>atche8  received  the  7tb  made  no  reference  to  this  report,  I  presume  it  was  at 
east  premature. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaUf  Wasiington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  545.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  unable  until  this  moment  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of 
your  despatch  of  October  12,  No.  374. 

Tbe  President  is  pleased  with  the  liberal  and  friendly  disposition  which  is 
manifested  b^  the  Marquis  de  Moustier  in  regard  to  our  international  questions. 
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Mr.  Campbell  proceeds  to-morrow,  with  Lieutenant  General  Sherman,  to 
Mexico,  or  its  vicinity.  I  give  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions*  of  this  depart- 
ment to  our  new  out-going  minister  to  Mexico.  It  is  not  intended  that  they 
shall  be  formally  or  officially  communicated  to  the  French  government ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  we  affect  no  secrecy  on  the  occasion.  You  may,  therefore,  make 
such  use  of  them  as  you  find  necessary  or  expedient  in  making  known  the 
policy  of  this  government  as  affected  by  the  anticipated  retirement  of  the  French 
military  forces  fh)m  that  country. 

I  thank  you  for  the  information  you  have  given  me  concerning  domestic  ques- 
tions of  interest  in  the  French  empire. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ifc.,  ifC. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigdoto, 

[Telegmm  per  cable.  ] 

No.  650.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WoMhingUm,  November  23,  1866. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  the  8th  of  November,  No.  384,  in  regard  to  Mexico, 
is  received. 

Your  proceedings  in  your  interview  with  M.  Moustier,  and  also  your  proceed- 
ings in  your  interview  with  the  Emperor,  are  entirely  approved.  Say  to  M. 
Moustier  that  this  government  is  surprised  and  affected  with  deep  concern  by 
the  announcement,  now  made  for  the  first  time,  that  the  promised  recall  of  one 
detachment  of  the  French  troops  from  Mexico  in  November  current  has  been 
postponed  by  the  Emperor.  The  embarrassment  thus  produced  is  immeasurably 
increased  by  the  circumstance  that  this  proceeding  of  the  Emperor  has  been 
taken  without  conference  with,  and  even  without  notice  to,  the  United  States. 
This  government  has  not  in  any  way  afforded  re-enforcements  to  the  Mexicans, 
as  the  Emperor  seems  to  assume,  and  it  has  known  nothing  at  all  of  his  coun- 
termanding instructions  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  of  which  the  Emperor  speaks.  We 
consult  only  official  communications  to  ascertain  the  purposes  and  resolutions  of 
Fraiye,  as  we  make  our  own  purposes  and  resolutions  known  only  in  the  same 
manner  where  she  is  concerned. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  s&f,  and  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  discuss,  whether  the 
President  could  or  could  not  have  agreed  to  the  Emperor's  proposed  delay  if  he 
had  been  seasonably  consulted,  and  if  the  proposition  had  been  then  put,  as  the 
proceeding  is  now,  upon  the  ground  of  military  considerations  alone,  and  if  it 
had  been  marked  witn  the  customary  manifestation  of  regard  to  the  interests 
and  feelings  of  the  United  States.  But  the  Emperor's  decision  to  modify  the 
existing  arrangement  without  any  understanding  with  th^  United  States,  so  as 
to  leave  the  whole  French  army  in  Mexico  for  the  present  instead  of  withdraw- 
ing one  detachment  in  November  current,  as  promised,  is  now  found  in  every 
way  inconvenient  and  exceptionable.     We  cannot  acquiesce — 

First.  Because  the  term  "  next  spring,"  as  appointed  for  the  entire  evacua- 
tion, is  indefinite  and  vague. 

Second.  Because  we  have  no  authority  for  stating  to  Congress  and  to  the 
American  people  that  we  have  now  a  better  guarantee  for  the  withdrawal  of 
the  whole  expeditionary  force  in  the  spring  than  we  have  heretofore  had  for 
the  withdrawal  of  a  part  in  November. 

*  For  endoeore  see  correspondence  with  Mexico. 
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Tbird.  In  fall  relianee  upon  at  least  a  literal  performance  of  tbe  Emperor'0 
existiDg  agreement,  we  bare  taken  measures,  wbile  facilitatlDg  tbe  anticipated 
Frencb  evacuation,  to  co-operate  witb  the  republican  government  of  Mexico 
for  promotiDg  tbe  pacification  of  tbat  country  and  for  tbe  earlj  and  complete 
restoration  of  tbe  proper  constitutional  autboritj  of  that  goyemmenl.  As  a 
part  of  tbose  measures,  Mr.  Campbell,  our  newlj-appointed  minister,  attended 
Dj  Lieutenant  General  Sherman,  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  in  order  lo  confer 
witb  President  Juarez  on  subjects  which  are  deeply  interestiiig  to  tbe  United 
States  and  of  vilal  importance  to  Mexico. 

Our  policy  and  measures  thus  adopted  in  full  reliance  upon  tbe  anticipated 
beginning  of  tbe  evacuation  of  Mexico  were  promptly  made  known  to  tbe 
Frencb  legation  here,  and  doubtless  you  have  already  executed  your  instruc- 
tions by  making  them  known  to  the  Emperor's  government  in  Paris. 

The  Emperor  will  perceive  tbat  we   cannot  now  recall  Mr.  Campbell,  nor 
can  we  modifv  tbe  instructions   under  which  be  is  expected  to  treat,  and 
.  under  which  be  may  even  now  be  treating  with  tbe  republican  government 
of  Mexico. 

Tbat  government  will,  of  course,  most  earnestly  desire  and  confidently  expect 
an  early  and  entire  discontinuation  of  foreign  bostile  occupation.  You  will, 
therefore,  state  to  tbe  Emperor's  government  tbat  tbe  President  sincerely  hopes 
and  expects  tbat  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  will  be  earned  into  effect  with 
such  conformity  to  the  existing  agreement  as  the  inopportune  complication 
which  calls  for  this  despatch  shall  allow.  Mr.  Campbell  will  be  advised  of 
tbat  complication.  Instructions  will  be  issued  to  tbe  United  States  military 
forces  of  observation,  to  await  in  every  case  special  directions  froln  tbe  Presi- 
dent. This  will  be  done  with  a  confident  expectation  that  the  telegraph  or 
mail  may  seasonably  bring  us  a  satisfactory  resolution  from  tbe  Emperor  in 
reply  to. this  note.  You  will  assure  tbe  Frencb  government  that  tbe  United 
States,  wbile  they  seek  tbe  relief  of  Mexico,  desire  nothing  more  earnestly 
than  to  preJBerve  peace  and  friendship  witb  France.  Nor  does  tbe  Pitesident 
allow  bi9iself  to  doubt  tbat  what  has  be^n  determined  in  France,  most  inauspi- 
ciously,  as  we  think,  has  been  decided  upon  inadvertently,  without  full 
reflection  upon  tbe  embarra^ment  it  must  produce  here,  and  without  any  design 
to  retain  the  Frencb  expeditionary  forces  in  Mexico  beyond  tbe  full  period  of 
eighteen  months,  originally  Stipulated  for  the  complete  evacuation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ^^^  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Bigdaw, 

[Telegram  per  cable.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtan,  J^ovemher  30,  1866. 
Sib:  Despatch  just  received  by . Secretary  of  War  from  General  Sheridan  at 
New  Orleans,  reports  that  he  has  reason  to  fear  tbat  for  some  unaccountable  and 
unjustifiable  reason  General  Sedgwick  has  crossed  or  will  cross  the  Rio  Grande 
and  demand  the  surrender  of  Matamoras,  on  plea  of  preventing  the  pillage  of 
Americans.  General  Sheridan  reports  tbat  if  Sedgwick  should  so  cross  the  Rio 
Grande,  be,  Sheridan,  will  at  once  disapprove  the  proceeding  and  will  relieve 
him  from  his  command ;  and  be  has  alreieKly  telegraphed  to  General  Sedgwick 
disapproving  tbe  proceeding.  Tbe  Seci-etary  of  War  has  approved  General 
Sheridan's  action  and  disapproved  tbat  of  General  Sedgwick  in  al]r«espectSf 
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The  Marquis  de  MontholoD  has  now  shown  me  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Monstier  of 
the  15th  of  October  last,  and  explained  the  reason  for  not  giving  me  a  copy  of 
the  same  when  received.  You  may  look  for  a  despatch  from  me  to-morrow, 
which  I  hope  may  favorably  affect  t)ie  quedtion  presented  in  my  late  telegraphic 
despatch. 

I  am>  sic,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Legation  drs  Etats  Unts, 
V  Paris,  le  Novemhre  30,  1866. 

My  Dbar  Sir  :  Tour  telegram,  dated  23d  November,  from  Washington,  was 
received  on  the  26th  and  27th  instant.  I  immediately  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who  is  at  Compelgne,  and  last  evening  received 
a  note  acknowledging  it  and  saying  that  he  reserved  his  reply.  After  a  brief 
interview  with  Mr.  Kouher,  minister  of  state,  this  morning,  at  his  request,  I 
sent  another  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign'  affairs,  requesting,  in  view  of  the 
urgency  of  the  matter,  an  explanation  of  the  Emperor's  motives  for  deferring  the 
partial  evacuation  of  Mexico,  and  a  statement  ol  his  plan  and  preparations  for  the 
execution  of  the  stipulation  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in  advance  of  his  more 
deliberate  reply  to  my  first  communication.  I  hope  to  have  that  to-morrow. 
The  government  as  yet  has  no  news  from  Castelnau,  which  will  be  due  to-ni^ht 
or  to-morrow ;  neither  does  it  kqow  what  has  become  of  Maximilian.  1  he 
papers  to-day  announce  the  occupation  of  Matamoras  by  the  federals.  Mr. 
Kouher  assures  me  that  the  vessels  are  all  ready  and  waiting  a  despatch  from 
Castelnau  to  start  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  they  expect  to  have  their  whole  force 
here  by  March  at  the  latest.  The  minister  of  marine  says  they  must  leave  here 
within  fifteen  days  on  account  of  the  fever. 
Yours,  very  faithfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Was?iington,  D.  C. 


.  Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  387.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  December  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  which  I  have  this  day 
transmitted  to  you  in  cipher  by  the  Atlantic  telegraph. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washing/on,  D.  C 


[Deposited  at  the  Central  tele^pttph  office  at  2.30  p.  m.,  December  3,  1866.] 

Secretary  of  Stmle,  Washington,  United  States  : 

In  reply  to  a  verbal  communication  the  miDister  of  foreij^n  aff&irs  writes  me  to-daj : 
**The  resolutions  of  the  French  government  are  not  changed,  bat  from  militaTy  considera- 
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tions  it  h&f  tbongbt  it  oi^^t  to  snbstitate  a  collective  repatriation  to  one  by  divisions,  and 
our  corps  of  occupation  is  to  embark  in  the  month  of  March  next. 

**  I  add  that  the  French  government  is  disposed  to  have  an  understanding  with  the  United 
States  in  view  of  possible  events  in  Mexico. ' 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Paris,  Deumher  a,  1866. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  FRENCH  LEGATION. 

The  MarquU  de  Monthclan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Lbgation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  September  30,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  op  State  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  yoor 
excellency  copy  of  a  report  addressed  to  the  vice-consul  of  his  Majesty  at  Mata- 
XDoras,  by  Captain  G.  Gautret,  of  the  French  merchant  ship  Le  Verrier,  ship- 
Wrecked  on  the  4th  of  February  last  in  front  of  Bagdad,  as  also  several  papers 
annexed  thereto,  and  whiqb  have  relation  to  the  pillage  of  that  vessel  by  federal 
soldiers. 

As  you  will  see,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  examination  of  these  docu- 
ments. Colonel  Jones,  who  commanded  the  troops  of  the  United  States  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  near  die  point  where  the  shipwreck  took  place,  had  formally  authorized 
Captain  Gautret  to  proceed  with  saving  effects  from  his  vessel.  In  despite, 
nevertheless,  of  this  permission,  and  of  the  orders  which  they  must  have  had  &om 
their  commanders,  the  federal  soldiers  had  not  feared  to  make  attempts  on  the 
property  and  even  the  life  of  our  countrymen.  When  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
Le  Verrier,  who  at  first  had  taken  refuge  on  the  shore,  sought  to  vetum  on 
board  their  ship  to  attempt  to  save  the  cargo,  a  hail-storm  of  bullets  assailed  the 
boats  before  they  had  time  to  effect  any  unloading.  At  the  later  time,  when  the 
sailors  of  the  wrecked  vessel  attempted  to  collect  the  flotsam  which  the  sea  cast 
upon  the  shore,  the  federal  soldiers,  revolver  in  hand,  would  come  down  and 
take  from  them  by  actual  force  the  merchandise  they  had  been  able  to  save,  and 
our  unfortunate  countrymen  were  thus  despoiled  of  all  they  possessed,  and  even 
saw  carried  away  the  tent  which  they  had  borrowed  from  a  merchant  of  Bagdad 
for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  themselves. 

His  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  charges  me  to  call  the  most 
serious  attention  of  your  excellency  to  these  deplorable  facts,  and  to  press  upon 
yon  that  the  perpetrators  of  acts  so  contrary  to  the  feelings  of  human  nature 
and  to  the  law  of  nations  should  be  actively  sought  for  and  severely  punished. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  adds  to  the  note  which  he  has  written  to  me  on  this 
subject,  that  there  is  every  reason  to  think  that  the  cabinet  at  Washington  will 
show  itself  the  more  ready  to  receive  and  notice  this  claim,  in  that  the  colonel, 
Jones,  has  himself  taken  the  initiative  in  an  examination  of  the  facts  above  stated. 

In  consequence,  I  would  be  obliged  to  your  excellency  to  have  the  goodness 
to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  may  be  we  sequel  which  shall  be  given  to  this  regret- 
table business. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4[t:.,  9fc* 
24  DC 
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Retort  from  Captain  O.  Qautrtt. 
[Translation.] 

On  tbe  4th  February,  1865,  in  accordance  with  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  crew — and  not 
beingf  able  to  remain  on  board,  so  much  was  tbe  vessel  overfloweaby  tLe  sea — the  boats  being 
alongside,  I  had  some  instruments  pat  into  them ;  then  we  left  the  ship,  the  national  flag 
being  hoisted  on  the  gaff. 

^ '    '         '     ' '      ""     4th 


mj  return,  about  two  hours  afterwards,  I  found  federal  troops  installed  near  our  encamp- 
ment. Thej  were  numerous.  I  perceived  that  valuable  instruments  had  been  taken  awaj. 
Although  the  sea  was  heavj,  we  tried  to  go  on  board,  as  well  as  another  boat  from  the  shore, 
to  try  to  save  what  it  would  be  possible  to  do.  We  were  scarcely  alongside  when  a  hail-storm 
of  bullets  assailed  the  boats  and  forced  -them  to  abandon  the  ship,  before  they  had  time  to 
save  the  least  thing.  On  returning  to  land  we  occupied  ourselves  with  gathering  the  wreck 
effects  and  what  the  sea  cast  ashore.  The  federal  soldiers,  who  were  watching  us,  took  from 
us  everything,  as  fast  and  as  soon  as  they  could,  notwithstandiDg  the  order  1  had  received 
from  Colonel  Jones  to  work  at  the  saving  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  We  tried  a  second  time 
to  go  on  board,  but  the  sea  was  so  high  that  the  boat  capsized,  and  one  of  the  crew  disap- 
peared. The  rest  of  the  day  and  night  we  were  guarded  by  a  squad  of  federal  troops.  The 
next  day,  5th  February,  we  made  several  excursions  along  shore ;  the  sea  was  very  heavy ; 
we  could  not  get  on  board.  We  found  some  pieces  of  spars,  effects,  and  articles  in  the  water ; 
we  hauled  them  on  the  shore,  the  whole  being  too  heavy  to  be  carried  in  our  arms  to  the 
place  of  our  encampment.  The  weather  becoming  colder,  t^y  sent  to  us  from  Bagdad  a 
tarpaulin  to  set  up  a  tent  to  put  us  under  shelter,  as  well  as  tbe  things  saved,  which  we  bad 
been  able  to  keep  out  of  the  hands  of  the  federals.  Tbe  6th  day  was  not  more  fortunate ;  the 
north  wind  made  the  sea  very  heavy.  At  night  the  federals  appeared  in  the  greatest  number, 
forced  us,  revolver  in  hand,  to  abandon  our  encampment,  and  proceeded  to  escort  us  to  the 
shore,  almost,  of  the  river  Rio  Qrande;  took  off  dunng  the  night  our  encampment  sail-cloth, 
effects,  &c. — in  a  word,  everything  we  had  saved  of  flotsam.  We  crossed  the  river  and 
came  to  Bagdad,  renouncing  the  hope  of  saving  anything.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  the  ves- 
sel parted  in  two.  The  next  day  the  sea  was  a  little  less  heavy— would  have  permitted  the 
saving  of  the  masts  and  sails — but  the  federals  were  drawn  up  in  echellons  along  the  shore ; 
as  soon  as  persons  went  in  the  direction  of  the  vessel  they  took  aim  at  them.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  state  exactly  what  the  federal  soldiers  and  officers. took  from  me;  within  our 
knowledge,  there  was  part  of  the  spars  and  sails ;  chronometer,  quadrant ;  two  trunks  full 
of  effects  belonging  to  the  captain,  stolen  by  a  federal  officer,  (with  threats ;)  a  sextant ;  a 
trunk  wiih  effects  of  the  chief  mate;  the  effects  of  the  crew,  with  all  the  bedding  on  board ; 
articles  belonging  to  the  ship— a  boat,  three  whole  pieces  of  sail-cloth,  six  water-casks;  all  the 
spare  spars,  consisting  of  two  mizEen-masts,  three  top  masts ;  some  steering-sail  yards ;  a 
compass ;  a  tarpaulin  of  Mr.  Cowpers,  a  merchant  of  Bagdad. 

lu  testimony  whereof  I  have  drawn  up  this  present  report,  in  order  to  make  known  in 
what  manner  we  have  been  treated  by  the  federal  troops  at  Brazos. 

Tbe  present  is  signed  by  the  crew  and  eye-witnesses. 

The  captain,  G.  Oautret:  first  mate,  G.  Pradel;  crew,  Cassel,  Gauffery,  Pihonr,  Sorev- 
bier.    The  cook,  not  knowing  how  to  write,  makes  his  cross. 

Eye-witnesses— Havard,  captain  of  the  Gironde ;  C.  Heevult,  captain  of  the  Leontine ; 
Berniard,  captain  of  the  Turenne;  F.  Ferranti,  of  Bagdad. 

Certified  true  copy : 

J.  J.  BRUGIEK, 

Vice-Consul  of  France. 


Mr,  Seivard  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholan. 

Departmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  February  ^^,  1866. 
Str:  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  30th  of  September  last,  in 
regard  to  the  alleged  improper  pillage  of  the  wreck  of  tbe  Frencn  merchant  ship 
Le  Verrier  by  United  States  troops  stationed  near  Bagdad,  on  the  Kio  Grande,  I 
have  the  honor  now  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  tbe  Ist 
instant,  and  its  accompaniments,  from  tbe  War  Department,  from  wbicb  it 
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appears  that  the  schooner  in  question  was  protected  by  United  States  soldiers, 
and  that  the  vessel  must  have  been  plundered  bj  parties  of  insurgents  who 
at  that  ticne  were  encamped  in  the  vicinitj  of  the  wreck. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Mabquis  db  Montholon,  ^v.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Eclurt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Departwient, 
Washington  City,  February  1,  1866. 
SlA :  I  am  directed  bj  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  sub- 
mitted bj  Mfyor  General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding  the  military  division  of  the  gulf,  m 
pursuance  of  the  inveifeigatiou  respecting  the  alleged  pillage  of  the  French  merchant  vessel 
Le  Verrier,  requested  in  jour  communication  of  October  4,  1865,  enclosing  a  translation  of  a 
note  from  the  ilarquis  de  Montholon  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  ECKEKT, 
Acting  Assistant  Secretary  qf  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Proo^ings  of  a  militarj  commission,  convened  in  obedience  to  the  following  orders  : 

[Special  Order  No.  16.— Extract.] 

Headquarters  District  or  tbe  Sio  Qrandb, 

Assistant  Ao/utant  General's  Office, 

BrevmsvilU,  Texas,  November  24,  1865. 

•  *  •  «  « 

4.  A  militarj  eommiflsioii  is  hereby  constituted  to  assemble  on  Mondaj  tbe  27th  day  oi 
November,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  the  headquarters  first  division  25th  army  corps,  and  there- 
after at  the  call  of  the  president  of  the  commission,  at  such  time  and  pliM^  m  be  shall  direct, 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  alleged  pillage  of  the  shipwrecked  French  merchant  vessel 
Le  Verrier,  in  front  of  Bagdad,  Mexico,  on  the  4th  day  of  February  last,  and  the  firing  npom 
her  crew  by  soldiers  of  the  United  States  stationed  at  Brazos  Santiago. 

The  commission  will  use  every  exertion  to  make  a  thorough  investigation,  and  forward 
their  proceedings  to  these  headquarters  as  early  as  practicable. 

Detail  for  the  commission :  Brevet  Muor  Qeneral  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  first  divi- 
sion 25th  army  corps ;  Colonel  Thomas  Bayley,  9th  United  States  colored  troops ;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  R.  G.  Morrison,  34  th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers ;  Second  Lieutenant  A.  H.  Adams, 
35th  Wisconsin  infantry  volunteers. 

«  •  « •  •  • 

By  command  of  Mi^'or  General  Weitael :  

D.  D.  WHEELER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  GenormL 

Brownsville,  Texas, 
Monday,  November  27,  1865—11  a  m. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order.  Present,  Brevet  Major  General  Giles 
A.  Smith,  commanding  first  division  25th  army  corps  ;  Colonel  Thomas  Bayley,  9th  United 
States  colored  troops ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  G.  Morrison,  34  th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers ; 
Second  Lieutenant  A.  H.  Adams,  35th  Wisconsin  infieintiy  volunteers. 

The  commission  was  then  duly  sworn  by  tjje  recorder,  and  tbe  recorder  by  the  president 
of  the  commission.  After  the  reading  by  the  recorder  of  a  communication  from  the  honorable 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  honorable  £.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 
as  also  the  translation  of  a  report  from  Captain  G.  Gautret,  of  the  Le  Verrier,  and  all  the 
papers  in  relation  thereto,  the  commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  a.  m.,  November  28, 1865. 

November  28, 1865—10  a.  m. 
The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  all  the  members.    The  proceed- 
ings of  November  27  were  read  to  the  commission  by  the  recorder,  and  approved. 
Captain  S.  C.  Montgomery,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  a  witness,  was  duly  swora 
Question  by  the  recorder.  What  is  vour  name,  rank,  and  regiment? 
Answer.  S.  C.  Montgomery,  Captain  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteer  in|antr|^QQQTp 
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Qaestion  bj  tbe  records.  Where  were  yon  on  the  4th  daj  of  Febnxary  last  7 

Answer.  Commanding  Boca  Chica  Pass,  about  three  miles  from  Ba^ad. 

Qaestion  by  the  recoraer.  Do  joa  know  anything  of  the  wreck  of  the  French  merchant 
vessel  Le  Yerrier,  on  the  beach  near  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande  river  1  and  if  so,  state  what 
the  pcurticnlars  were,  as  far  as  yon  know. 

Answer.  On  or  about  the  4th  day  of  February  last,  there  was  a  vessel  wrecked  on  our 
beach,  about  two  miles  from  my  camp,  on  the  American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  I  frequently 
passed  up  the  beach  near  to  where  this  vessel  was  wrecked,  and  twice  saw  boats  at  the 
wreck ;  once  while  passing  on  the  beach,  and  once  while  passing  in  a  skiff.  As  I  approached, 
the  boats  that  were  at  the  wreck  went  away  toward  the  fleet  of  merchant  vessels  and  men-of- 
wv  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  wreck  was  lying  on  the  beach  for  some  ten 
or  fifteen  days,  and  from  my  qnarters  I  could  see,  with  a  glass,  boats  there  at  various  times, 
but  do  not  know  where  these  boats  went  to. 

Question  by  the  president.  Do  you  know  of  the  officers  or  crow  of  this  wrecked  vessel 
coming  on  shore  7 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  the  president.  Do  vou  know  of  any  shots  being  fired  by  any  United  States 
soldiers  toward  the  wrecked  vessel,  or  any  of  the  boats  going  to  or  from  it  7 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  commission.  Do  yon  know  of  any  property  being  brought  on  shore  from  the 
wreck,  by  anybody  7 

Answer.  I  Know  of  a  small  piece  of  sail  being  taken  off  a  spar  that  had  washed  ashore,  by 
soldiers,  and  used  by  them  for  a  tent. 

Question  bv  the  recorder.  What  orders  had  you  g^ven  your  men  at  this  time  7 

Answer.  The  Boca  Chica  was  between  my  camp  and  the  wreck,  and  I  had  given  the  men 
positive  orders  not  to  cross  the  same,  unless  on  duty  as  escort  for  the  water  train  or  Texan 
refugees. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Was  this  piece  of  sail  cloth  demanded  by  any  person  iMlooging 
to  the  wreck  7 

Answer.  It  was  not ;  though  I  gave  orders  to  have  it  kept  whole,  as  it  might  be  required 
to  be  tamed  over  at  any  time. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Did  you  see  any  other  soldiers  than  those  belonging  to  yoor 
command  in  that  vicinity ;  and  if  so,  who  were  they,  and  to  what  command  did  they  belong  7 

Answer.  They  were  details  from  the  87th  and  62d  United  States  colored  troops,  and  the 
34  th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  who  were  sent  over  to  gather  wood. 

Question  bv  commission.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  at  any  time  from  Colonel  J<Hies,  com- 
manding at  Brazos  Santiago,  in  regard  to  this  wreck  7 

Answer.  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Jones  some  days  after  the  vessel  was  wrecked,  to 
gather  up  what  cotton  came  ashore  on  our  beach,  and  to  bring  it  across  the  Boca  Chica,  from 
there  to  oe  taken  to  Brazos,  to  be  properiy  disposed  of. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  How  much  cotton  did  you  gather  an  under  these  ordere  7 

Answer.  Seventeen  bales ;  yet  five  of  these  bales  were  washea  awi^  the  same  night  by  a 
'*  norUier,**  and  were  lost ;  the  remaining  twelve  bales  were  taken  to  Brasos. 

Question  by  commission.  Was  there  any  other  property  taken  or  collected  by  you,  other- 
wise than  the  cotton  bales,  from  the  wreck  or  along  snore  7 

Answer.  There  was  not. 

Question  by  commission.  Was  there  any  cotton  or  other  property  taken  by  other  parties  to 
any  other  place  from  the  wreck  ;  and  if  so,  to  what  place  7 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  being  taken,  but  saw  where  property  had  been  loaded  on  wagons, 
and  taken  toward  Bagdad. 

Question  by  commission.  Could  yon  judge  whether  the  boats  passing  to  and  fro,  from  the 
fleet,  were  loaded  :  and  if  so,  with  what  7 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  whether  the  boats  took  anything  away,  but  I  saw  the  men  from 
these  boats  at  work  on  the  wreck. 

The  testimony  read  to  witness,  and  found  to  be  correct. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Rush,  adjutant  31th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  a  witness,  wasdnly 
sworn : 

Qaestion  by  the  recorder.  What  is  your  naftie,  rank,  and  regiment  7 

Answer.  J.  B.  Rush,  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteer  in- 
fantry. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  At  what  place  were  you,  and  what  position  did  you  occupy,  on 
or  about  the  4th  of  Febmarv  last  7 

Answer.  I  was  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas,  and  was  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  for 
Colonel  Jones,  commanding  post. 

Question  bv  the  recorder.  Do  you  know  anvthing  of  a  French  merchant  vessel,  the  Le 
Yerrier,  wrecked  on  our  coast  near  Bagdad,  at  the  time  7 

Answer.  I  knew  of  a  French  vessel  being  wrecked  at  that  time,  between  Boca  Chica  and 
Bagdad,  on  the  American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Queetion  by  the  recorder.  Will  you  please  state,  to  the  best  of  your  ability,  all  the  partica- 
lars  you  know  concerning  that  wreck  f  DTgitized  i  ^ 
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Answer.  Ca])tain  Fnssell,  34tli  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  had  been  sent  with  a  detach- 
ment of  his  regiment,  bejond  the  Boca  Chica,  to  the  main  land,  for  the  pnrpose  of  gathering 
wood.  On  his  return,  he  reported  to  me,  as  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  post,  that 
he  had  found  a  vessel  that  had  gone  ashore,  not  stating  name ;  that  he  saw  a  boat  approach- 
ing the  wreck  from  toward  Bagdad,  loaded  with  men.  When  the  boat  came  within  a  short 
distance  from  the  wreck,  the  crew  shouted,  seemingly  to  Captain  Fussell,  **  Pirates,**  and  re- 

2 nested  him  to  drive  them  awaj,  which  he  did  by  discharging  a  few  shots  over  their  heade. 
[e  then  lef^  a  guard  over  the  wreck,  and  reported  to  headquarters  of  the  post  for  orders. 
This  being  reported  to  Colonel  Jones,  commanding,  he  directed  the  guard  to  remain,  allow- 
ing no  persons  to  approach  the  vessel  until  further  orders.  Mjself  and  Post  Quartermaster 
C.  H.  Dickinson,  assistant  quartermaster,  were  directed  bj  Colonel  Jones  to  see  if  we  could 
go  to  the  wreck,  and  to  ascertain  what  disposition  could  be  made  of  the  cargo.  Arriving  at 
Boca  Chica,  we  met  a  Frenchman  who  represented  himself  to  belong  to  the  firm  to  which  the 
vessel  was  consigned,  residing  in  Matamoras.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name.  He  applied  to 
,  have  the  guard  relieved,  and  to  allow  the  owners  to  do  their  own  wrecking.  He  accompa- 
nied us  back  to  Brazos,  where  I  gave,  bj  direction  of  Colonel  Jones,  an  order  to  relieve  the 
guard,  and  to  allow  the  owners  to  wreck  the  vessel.  He  expressed  himself  pleased  with  the 
manner  in  which  Captain  Fussell  had  driven  away  the  small  boat,  and  protected  the  cargo. 

Question  bv  the  recorder.  Where  is  Captain  Fussell  now  T 

Answer.  He  has  resigned,  and  lives  in  Indiana. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Was  the  statement  of  Captain  Fussell,  given  above,  an  oiBoial 
report? 

Answer.  It  was ;  and  I  have  given  it  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  his  words. 

The  testimony  read  to  witness,  and  found  corre<^. 

The  commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  30th  instant 

November  30,  1865—10  a.  m. 
The  coomiission  met  nursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  all  the  members. 
The  proceedings  of  November  28  were  read  to  the  commission  by  the  recorder,  and  ap- 
proved. 
The  commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  December  %  1865. 

Saturday,  December  2,  1865— 10  a.  m. 
The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  all  the  members. . 
The  proceedings  of  November  30  were  read  to  the  commission  by  the  recorder,  and  ap- 
proved. 

Sergeant  Sabiuel  F.  Arnold,  sergeant  34th  Indiana  vetenm  volonteers,  a  witness,  was 
duly  sworn : 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Where  were  you  on  the  4th  day  of  Febmaiy  last? 

Answer.  I  was  with  a  detachment  of  the  34th  Indiana  volunteers,  sent  to  gadier  wood  be- 
tween the  Boca  Chica  and  Bagdad. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Do  vou  know  anything  of  the  wreck  of  a  Trench  merchant 
vessel,  Le  Verrier,  near  the  moutn  of  the  Rio  Grande,  at  that  time?  and  if«o,  state  what  yon 
know  of  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  I  know  of  three  boats  having  beached  between  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Boca  Chica,  on  the  American  side.  One  of  the  boats  was  got  off,  still  leaving  two.  As 
we  came  near  the  wreck  of  the  larsest  vessel  the  detachment  of  the  62d  United  States  col- 
ored troops  was  in  advance  of  our  aetachment  Captain  Fussell,  commanding,  had  a  squad 
in  advance,  and  when  I  came  up  he  had  stationed  a  guard  around  the  boats.  I  asked  nim 
what  that  was  for.  He  replied  that  the  ci^tain  of  the  wrecked  vessel  had  stated  to  him 
that  men  from  Bagdad  were  trying  to  get  on  the  vessel,  and  this  guard  was  to  protect 
agaiasi  it,  being  placed  by  request  of  the  captain  of  the  wrecked  verael ;  he  then  <nileiped 
me  to  commence  gathering  my  wood  along  the  beach. 

Question  bv  commission.  Do  you  know  of  any  firing ;  and  if  so,  by  whose  orders  7 

Answer.  There  was  no  firing  after  I  arrived,  but  I  heard  firing  before  I  reached  the  vessel 
first. 

Question  by  commission.  Did  you  learn  the  cause  of  this  firing ;  and  if  so,  by  whom  waa 
it  done,  and  how  did  it  occur  7 

Answer.  Captain  Fussell  stated  to  me  on  my  arrival  that  it  was  to  prevent  pirates  from, 
coming  to  the  wrecked  vessel,  and  that  it  was  done  by  request  of  the  captain  of  tfie  wrecked 
vessel. 

Question  by  commission.  Were  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  wrecked  vessel  dn  shore  at 
the  time  of  your  arrive  7 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question  by  commission.  Did  you  see  or  know  of  any  property  having  been  brought" 
ashore  by  the  crew  7 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Are  there  any  of  the  guards  placed  by  Captydn  Fussell  around » 
the  vessel  now  in  your  company  7  ^.^^.^^^  ^^  GoO 
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Answer.  There  are  none  to  be  found ;  as  well  as  I  can  learn  thej  were  one-jear  reemits, 
and  have  been  discharged. 

Qnestion  bj  commission.  Did  jon  see  anj  boat  from  any  quarter  passing  to  and  fro  ttom 
the  wrecked  vessel  7 

Answer.  I  saw  eiffbt  or  ten  small  boats  apparently  hovering  around  the  wreck  to  see  what 
oonld  be  picked  up  from  it,  and  coming  from  towards  Bagdad. 

Question  bj  commission.  Do  yon  know  of  any  instmments  or  effSscts  belonging  to  the 
wrecked  vessel  being  brought  into  your  regiment,  or  the  command  at  Brazos  T 

Answer.  While  gathering  wood  I  saw  a  trunk  floating  about  a  mile  below  the  wreck, 
which  was  taken  from  the  water  by  one  of  the  men  of  my  party.  It  was  taken  to  camp  and 
found  to  contain  a  linen  coat  and  pants,  a  few  white  shirts,  and  other  articles  of  summer  ap- 
parel. 

Question  by  commission.  Were  there  any  officers  or  men  of  the  wre<^ed  vessel  at  or  near 
Hm  place  where  this  trunk  was  picked  up  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Qnestion  by  commission.  Do  you  know  of  this  trunk  coming  originally  from  the  wrecked 
vessel? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  commission.  Was  this  trunk  demanded  by  the  offioen  or  crew  of  the  wrecked 
«r  any  other  vessel  7 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  comiaission.  Would  you  as  a  sergeant,  with  your  opportunities  of  mixing  and 
talking  with  the  men  of  your  regiment,  be  likely  to  know  if  any  valuable  instruments,  or 
•ther  property  belonnng  to  this  vessel,  had  been  brought  Into  your  camp  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think,  if  such  property  had  been  brought  in,  that  the  information  would 
have  been  given  to  the  non-commissioned  officers. 

testion  by  commission.  Do  you  know  of  anv  instruments  belonging  to  the  wrecked  ves- 
ing  brought  into  camp,  or  any  other  valuable  property,  aside  m>m  the  trunk  7 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  commission.  Who  held  the  ground  between  the  Boca  Chica  and  Bagdad  7 

Answer.  Our  lines  extended  only  to  Boca  Chica ;  from  there  to  Bagdad  was  in  possession 
of  the  confederates. 

Question  by  commission.  Was  there  any  communication  between  Boca  Chica  and  Bagdad 
other  than  by  armed  parties  7 

Answer.  iNot  to  m;^  knowledge. 

Question  by  commission.  Were  you  frequently  out  on  duty  gathering  wood,  or  as  eeeort  7 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  commission.  What  were  your  orders  while  on  such  duty  7 

Answer.  To  be  careful  about  being  surprised  by  the  rebels ;  when  advancing  we  alwuya 
had  skirmishers  in  the  front,  and  when  baited  for  a  time  had  out  pickets. 

Question  by  oonunission*  Was  that  considered  necessary  on  account  of  the  nearness  of  the 
enemy? 

Answer.  It  was. 

The  testimony  read  to  witness  and  found  correct 

The  commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  December  4,  1865. 

Monday,  December  4, 1865—10  a.  m. 
The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present,  all  the  members. 
The  proceedings  of  December  2  were  read  to  the  conunission  by  the  recorder  and  cp* 
proved. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Rush,  adjutant  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  recalled : 

Qnestion  by  the  recorder.  State  the  position  of  our  army  at  Brasos,  and  bow  far  towards 
Clarksville  our  lines  extended. 

Answer.  The  whole  armv  in  Texas  was  encamped  at  Brasos;  our  lines  extended  only  to 
tiM  Boca  Chica,  which  is  three  or  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Clarksvilis. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Was  the  ground  from  Boca  Chica  to  Clarksville  held  by  tha 
oonfederates  7 

Answer.  It  was ;  and  when  wishing  to  communicate  with  Clarksville  it  was  done  bj 
armed  parties,  who  frequently  had  skirmishes  with  the  enemy. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  How  far  from  the  encampment  at  Boca  Chica  was  the  nearest 
encampment  of  the  confederates  7 

Answer.  *About  four  miles. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Was  it  on  the  beach  of  this  disputed  territory  that  this  Frenah 
-vessel  was  wrecked  7 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Dq  yo^  know  of  any  property,  brought  ashore  by  the  erew  of 
tthis  vessel,  being  taken  by  our  officers  or  soldiers  and  brought  to  camp  7 

Answer.  I  do  noi. 
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Qaeetion  bj  the  recorder.  What  was  Captaiu  FoBsell's  reputation  as  »  cautions  and  re- 
liable officer  7 

Answer.  He  was  an  excellent  officer ;  a  Qnaker,  and  scmpulouslj  conscientious  in  the 
execution  of  every  duty. 

Captain  8.  C.  Montgombrt,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  recalled : 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Tou  were  in  command  of  the  advanced  guards  at  the  Boca  Chica  f 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  By  whom  was  the  ground  held  between  the  Boca  Chica  and 
Clarksville  7 

Answer.  It  was  an  intermediate  space  between  our  lines  and  the  confederates. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Was  this  intermediate  ground  frequented  by  confederate  soldiers  T 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question  bv  the  recorder.  Could  they  come  as  near  your  lines  as  the  wrecked  vessel  7 

Answer.  They  could,  and  we  have  had  skirmishes  with  them  even  nearer. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  How  is  Clarksville  situated  with  reference  to  Bagdad  7 

Answer.  Bagdad  is  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  at  its  mouth.  Clarksville  is 
immediately  opposite,  on  the  American  side  of  the  river. 

Question  by  commission.  Were  all  detachments  sent  across  the  Boca  Chica  obliged  to 
cross  at  your  camp  7 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question  by  commission.  Have  yon  read  the  statement  of  Captain  G.  Gautret  and  crew  to 
the  consul  at  Matamoras  7 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question  by  commission.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  alleged  outrages  contained  therein 
being  true? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Do  you  know  of,  or  did  you  hear  of,  any  firing  on  the  wreck, 
or  any  boats  passing  there,  subsequent  to  the  firing  by  Captain  Fussell  on  me  4th  instant  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  and  did  not  hear  of  any. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Could  the  amount  of  valuable  property  reported  by  Captain 
Gautret  to  have  been  taken  by  United  States  soldiers  have  been  carried  across  the  Boca 
Qhica  and  by  jonr  camp  without  your  knowledge  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  could.  All  the  crossing  of  the  Boca  Chica  was  by  the  ferry, 
over  which  I  always  kept  a  guard. 

First  Lieutenant  Jame^E.  Kellt,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  a  witness,  was  duly 
sworn: 

Question  by  the  recorder.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  and  regiment? 

Answer.  James  E.  Kelly,  first  lieutenant,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Where  were  you  on  the  6th  day  of  February  last  7 

Answer.  At  the  Boca  Chica,  with  Captain  Montgomery,  who  was  oomoianding  the  guard 
there. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Do  vou  know  to  what  arm  of  the  service  the  confederates  be- 
longed that  were  camped  about  mur  miles  from  the  camp  at  the  Boca  Chica  7 

Answer.  They  were  cavalrr. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Could  this  confederate  cavalry  come  near  the  wreck  without 
hindrance  7 

Answer.  Very  easily. 

Question  by  commission.  Captun  Gautret  states  that,  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  the 
federal  soldiers,  '*  revolver  in  hand,*^  forced  him  to  leave  his  encampment.  Would  not  such 
an  armed  party  more  naturally  be  supposed  to  come  from  the  confederate  cavalry  than  from 
the  United  States  soldiers,  who  were  not  so  armed  7 

Answer.  It  would.    Many  of  the  confederates  were  dressed  in  federal  uniforms. 

Question  by  commission.  Under  these  circumstances,  would  not  these  confederates  have 
been  mistaken  for  federals,  espedaliy  by  a  foreigner  7 

Answer.  They  might  easily,  as  I  had  been  mistaken  myself  in  a  squad  of  them  only  a 
fsw  days  previous. 

The  tesnmoDv  was  read  to  the  witness  and  found  correct 

The  commission  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday,  December  6,  1866. 

Wednesday,  December  6, 1865—10  a.  m. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment    Present,  all  the  members. 

The  proceedings  of  December  4  were  read  to  the  commission  by  the  recorder,  and  approved. 

JoHH  S.  Silver,  private,  company  C,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  a  witness,  was 
duly  sworn : 
Question  by  the  recorder.  What  is  your  name,  rank,  company,  and  regiment  T 
Answer.  John  S.  Silver,  private,  company  C,  34th  Indiana  veteran  volunteers. 
Question  by  the  recorder.  Where  were  you  on  the  4th  day  of  last  February  7 .  . 

Answer.  With  a  squad  of  men  sent  to  gather  wood  beyond  the  Boca  Chica.   OOQ IC 


376  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Qnestion  by  the  Recorder.  Were  joa  present  or  near  when  Captain  Fnssell  fired  a  roWty  ? 
and  if  so,  state  upon  what  the  fire  was  directed. 

Answer.  I  was  near  at  the  time,  and  the  fiie  was  directed  upon  a  lighter  near  the  wrecked 
vessel. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Towards  what  point  did  the  lighter  proceed  7 

Answer.  Toward  the  fleet. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  How  was  the  lighter  sitnated  in  ifegard  to  the  wracked  vesselt 
and  boats  proceedin^^  thereto,  when  the  firing  took  place  7 

Answer.  Directly  m  line. 

Qnestion  by  the  recorder.  Might  not  straggling  shots  have  hit  the  ressel  or  boats  passin^if 
thereto  from  the  shore  7 

Answer.  They  might. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Did  you  see  or  hear  of  any  ship's  instruments  being  brought 
ashore  at  axiy  time  7 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

The  testimony  read  to  witness  and  found  correct 

The  commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o^dock  a.  m.  Saturday,  9th  instant. 

Saturday,  Iheembtr9, 1866^10  a.  m. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment    Present,  all  the  members. 

£.  Martblu,  a  resident  of  Matamoras,  Mexico,  a  witness,  was  duly  sworn : 

Question  by  the  recorder.  What  is  your  name  and  business  7 

Answer.  £.  Martelli,  merchant,  one  of  the  firm  of  V.  Prestat  &,  Co.,  Matamoras,  Mexico. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Where  were  you  on  the  4th  day  of  February  last  t 

Answer.  I  was  at  Brasos,  the  captain  of  the  Le  Verrier  haying  sent  for  me  to  come  down 
the  day  preyious  to  see  about  the  wreck. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  What  connection  did  you  haye  with  this  vessel,  or  why  were 
you  sent  for  by  the  captain  7 

Answer.  I  was  consignee  of  the  vessel. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  vessel^?  and  state  particulars 
as  far  as  possible. 

Answer.  When  I  arrived  the  vessel  was  a  wreck,  and  was  in  possession  of  a  sauad  of  federal 
troops,  who  said  they  were  placed  there  to  guard  the  vessel  from  being  plunderecL  I  then  went 
immediately  to  Brazos  to  see  Colonel  Jones  about  getting  an  order  to  deliver  the  vessel  to  the 
owners,  to  do  their  own  wrecking,  which  order  was  granted.  So  I  took  the  order  and  showed 
it  to  the  sergeant  of  the  gfuard  over  the  wreck,  who  said  it  was  all  rifht,  and  he  would  tell 
the  officer  of  the  guard.  I  then  carried  the  order  to  Bagdad,  to  tne  firm  of  Eloeeggi  A 
Majoral,  who  were  to  do  the  wrecking,  afW  which  I  know  nothingfurther  than  what  lizard 
by  reports. 

Question  bv  recorder.  From  what  port  was  this  vessel  cleared  7 

Answer,  from  New  Orleans :  but  at  the  time  of  the  wreck  was  loading  at  Bagdad  for 
Liverpool,  being  anchored  outside  the  bar. 

Question  by  the  recorder.  Did  you  see  or  hear  of  any  ship's  instruments  being  brought 
ashore  or  on  shore  while  you  were  at  the  wreck  7 

Answer.  I  did  not.    Ail  that  was  on  shore  was  a  few  articles  belonging  to  the  crew. 

The  testimony  read  to  witness,  and  found  correct 

The  commission  acljoumed  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Wednesday,  the  I3th  instant 

Wednesday,  December  13, 186&— 10  a.  m. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adionmment    Present  all  the  members. 

The  proceedings  of  December  6  and  December  9  were  read  to  the  commission  by  the  re- 
corder, and  Improved. 

There  being  no  further  evidence  obtainable  that  ^  the  opinion  of  this  commission,  would 
aid  them  in  arriving  at  the  facts  in  the  case,  they,  after  maturely  deliberating  upon  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  make  the  following  report : 

The<         <.-r   . 

The] 
this  wreclt 

colored  troops.  The  former  is  the  only  one  now  present  the  62d  United  States  colored 
troops  being  stationed  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  seven  hundred  miles  tthove  here,  and  the  87th  hav* 
ing  been  mustered  out  of  service.  It  does  not  appear  from  evidence  adduced  that  there  was 
any  other  firing  than  was  desired  by  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  wrecked  vessel  to  drive  off 
"  pillagers, *'  there  being  several  boats  hovering  around  the  wreck,  and  it  is  possible  that  a 
few  straggling  shots  might  have  come  near  the  captain,  proceeding  thereto  in  a  boat  they  all 
beine  directly  in  line  with  the  fire. 

The  character  of  Captain  Fnssell  precludes  any  other  opinion,  and  that  if,  as  is  alleged  by 
the  captain's  statement,  there  was  any  plundering  done  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant  by 
soldiers,  **  revolver  in  hand,"  it  might  more  likely  havd  been  done  by  confederate  cavalry, 
who  frequented  the  locality,  many  of  whom  were  dressed  in  the  federal  uniform,  and  armed 
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with  revolvera,  the  federal  troom  not  being  00  armed.    The  camps  of  both  federala  and  con- 
federates were  eqnallj  distant  from  the  wreck. 

The  commission  are  also  unable  to  discover  from  evidence  on  both  sides  that  there  was 
anv  other  property  bronght  ashore  than  what  had  floated  along  the  shore,  of  little  value. 

The  French  vice-consul  at  Matamoras,  having  been  timelv  notified  that  if  he  had  anj  wit- 
nesses whose  testimony  would  bear  upon  the  case,  or  an^  other  evidence  he  wished  to  sub- 
mit to  the  commission,  he  would  have  an  opportunitj  of  doing  so,  he  onlj  sent  Mr.  £.  Mar- 
telli,  whose  evidence  appears  in  the  proceeaing^ 

The  commission  have  allowed  great  latitude  in  both  questions  and  answers,  with  the  hope 
of  eliciting  information  wherebj  some  evidence  more  to  the  facts  in  the  case  might  be  ob- 
tained, but  in  vain.    Thej  are  thus  compelled  to  report  upon  what  has  been  produced. 
There  being  no  further  business  the  commission  adjourned  sine  die, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  Vols,,  President, 
ARCH.  H.  ADAMS, 
Seeomd  LiemtmMti  35U  Wisconsin  J^f,  Vols,,  Recorder, 


Headquarters  District  Rio  Grande, 

BrownmriUe,  Texas,  Deesmbsr^l,  1865. 
The  proceedings  and  rq)ort  of  the  military  oommiiBsion,  hereto  attached,  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  the  alleged  pillaging  of  the  shipwrecked  merchant  vessel  Le  Ver- 
rier,  and  the  firing  upon  her  crew,  are  approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Headquarters  First  Division  Twbnty-pipth  Ahmi^  Corps, 

Brownsville,  Texas,  December  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  proceedings  of  a  mititaiy  commission,  con- 
vened by  special  orders  No.  16,  headquarters  district  of  the  Rio  Ghrandet  dated  BrownaMlle, 
Texas,  November  24,  1865,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  such  order. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH,  Major  Oenerai. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  D.  Wheeler. 

Assistant  Adjmtant  OeneraL 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

BrownsmlU,  Texas,  December  23,  186S. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  in  compliance  with  indorsement  from  head- 
quarters military  division  of  the  gulf,  dated  October  21,  1865,  the  proceedings  of  a  bo«urd, 
appointed  in  obedience  to  the  above  indorsement,  to  investigate  the  case  of  thiB  alleged  pil- 
lage of  the  shipwrecked  French  merchant  vessel  Le  Verrier,  and  the  firing  upon  her  crew 
by  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  in  February  last,  off  Bagdad,  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  Qeneral  Commanding, 
Major  George  Lee,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oenerai 

Military  Division  of  the  Onif,  New  Orleans,  La, 

[Indorsements.] 

'  Headquarters  Departbient  of  Texas, 

Oalveston,  January  3,  1866. 

Respectfully  forwarded  with  report  of  the  commission  which  investigated  the  case.    The 

original  papers  are  also  herewith.  

H.  G.  TVRIGHT, 
Mi^or  Oenerai  Commanding, 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  La,,  January  15,  1866. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War  with  accompanying  report  of  a  military 
commission  appointed  to  investigate  this  case. 

It  appears  that  the  schooner  l^  Verrier  was  protected  by  United  States  troops  and  robbed 
by  those  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major  Oenerai  Commanding,, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Mantkoiom. 

DbpartmbiNT  op  Statb, 

Washington  March  22,  18G6. 

Sir  :  ReferriDg  to  7oar  communication  of  the  23d  of  November  last,  and  to 
my  reply  of  the  5th  of  December,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Senorita,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  now  been  made  acquainted,  by  the  War 
Department,  with  the  result  of  an  investigation  made  by  a  military  commissiooi 
uoaer  its  authority,  with  the  qircumstanees  attending  the  capture  by  the  Mexi- 
can General  Cortinaa  in  the  month  of  June,  1865,  of  the  Mexican  steamer  86- 
norita  and  her  cargo,  comprising  thirty-five  bales  of  cotton  claimed  by  Messrs. 
L.  Mulor  &  Co.,  a  French  commercial  house  doing  business  at  Matamoras. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  American  soldier  or  citizen  was  a  party  to  the 
capture,  or  that  there  is  any  ground  for  preferring  a  cUim  against  the  United 
States  in  respect  thereto,  excejpt  the  alleged  fact  that  the  bands  of  Gortinas 
availed  themselves  of  the  distorbed  state  of  the  frontier  of  Texas  to  outrage  our 
sovereignty  by  using  the  shelter  of  United  Stales  territory  in  making  or  secur- 
ing the  capture.  Where  a  prise  has  been  made  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  by  one  belligerent,  of  the  vessel  of  another,  or  when  a  vessel 
fitted  out  within  the  United  States  haa  had  the  temerity  to  bring  her  prize, 
though  taken  upon  the  high  seas,  within  our  jurisdiction,  you  are  aware  that  it 
has  been  the  practice  of  our  courts  of  admiralty  to  decree  a  restitution  upon 
the  claim  of  the  owner. 

If,  therefore,  the  cotton  of  Messrs.  Mulor  &  Go.  reuMiued  in  specie  within 
the  United  States,  the  remedy  of  the  claimants  was  and  is  through  an  appeal 
to  the  courts  of  admiralty  or  of  common  law.  If,  coming  into  military  posses- 
sion, it  may  have  been  sold  and  the  proceeds  brought  for  custody  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  the  act  of  Congress,  of  which  you  have  been  informed 
by  a  copy  of  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  heretofore  communicated  to 
you,  has  provided  the  proper  remedy  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

To  one  of  these  tribunals  it  will  belong  to  determine  whether  the  circum- 
stances were  such  as  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule  above  referred  to. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  oonsidemtion. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Marquis  db  Montholon,  4p^.,  tfc„  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  JJdontholon. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WashingtoUf  April  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  Having  submitted  to  the  President  the  copy  of  the  despatch  of  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuya  of  the  5th  of  April,  with  which  you  favored  me  on  the  2l8t 
instant,  I  have  now  to  give  you  the  views  of  this  government  thereupon. 

It  is  with  very  great  satisfaction  that  I  find  that  the  two  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  France  have  come  to  an  agreement  in  regard  to  the  present 
militaiy  intervention  of  France  in  Mexico. 

This  agreement  I  understend  to  be  of  the  effect  following,  vie  :  The  French 
military  forces  in  Mexico  will  be  withdrawn  from  that  country  in  three  sepa- 
rate detachments ;  the  one  to  leave  in  November  next,  and  the  two  others  to 
leave  in  March  and  November,  1867. 

On  our  part  all  the  sentiments  heretofore  expressed  eonceming  the  principle 
of  non-intervention  are  now  with  cheerfulness  reaffirmed.  I  reciprocate  cor- 
dially on  behalf  of  the  United  States  the  desire  and  the  hope  upon  which  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  so  pleasantly  dwells  of  a  cordial  renewal  of  the  traditional 
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friendship  which  eoDBtilates  an  important  element  of  the  life  of  the  American 
people,  and  which,  while  it  is  fVill  of  promise  to  the  progress  of  civilization,  is  at 
the  same  time  so  highly  honorable  to  the  intelligence  and  love  of  freedom  of 
both  nations. 

1  am  well  aware  that  so  large  an  army  as  that  which  the  French  Emperor 
now  has  in  Mexico  conld  not  be  conveniently  withdrawn  iu  a  day,  or  in  a  few 
days,  or  all  at  once. 

I  can  also  apprehend,  as  I  think,  that  it  might  not  be  altogether  expedient 
for  the  French  government  to  designate  in  advance  the  proportions  which  may 
be  expected  to  be  given  to  the  several  detachments  respectively  on  their  embar- 
cation.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think  it  due  to  the  frankness  and  sincerity  which 
is  required  by  the  occasion  to  suggest  that  the  continuance  of  the  intervention 
during  the  pt'riod  limited  will  necessarily  be  regarded  with  concern  and  appre- 
hension by  the  masses  of  our  people,  and  perhaps  by  Congress. 

Under  these  circumstances  our  army  of  observation  must  also  be  continued  in 
some  proportion  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Bio  Grande.  This  situation  will 
be  not  altogether  conformable  with  our  national  sentiments  and  habits.  More- 
over, no  one  can  certainly  reckon  upon  the  exercise  of  so  much  prudence  onithe 
part  of  commanders  and  forces  confronting  each  other  across  a  ix>undaiy,  as  to 
remove  all  fear  of  unpremeditated  disturbances  and  collisions.  Therefore,  the 
more  promptly  the  intervention  shall  be  brought  to  an  end,  the  sooner  and  the 
more  complete  will  be  the  return  of  the  cordial  good  feelings  which  both  gov- 
ernments so  earnestly  desire. 

It  seems  to  me  not  improbable  that  France,  having  determined  upon  the  com- 
plete withdrawal  of  her  forces  ftt)m  Mexico  within  the  term  of  seventeen  months, 
may  hereafter  find  it  convenient  and  consistent  with  her  interest  and  honor  even 
to  abridge  that  term.  Should  this  expectation  be  realized,  it  is  not  doubted  that 
the  Emperor  will  be  as  highly  gratifi^  as  the  United  States  with  the  new  situ- 
ation. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholo^,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  MofUholon. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wa$Mngton,  June  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  informatioii  a  copy  of  a  oommuBi- 
cation  of  the  30th  ultimo,  from  the  War  I)epartment,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
French  merchant  vessel  Le  Verrier,  which  formed  the  subject  of  your  note  of 
the  30th  of  S^tember,  1865. 
Accept,  sir»  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Marquis  db  Montholon,  ^.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Eekert  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Departbibnt, 
WtukingUm  Citp,  Jfay  30,  1866. 
8ir:  I  am  directed  by  the  SecreUiy  of  War  to  tMosmit  herewith  a  copj  of  an  additional 
report  from  Major  General  Bheridan,  relative  to  the  case  of  tiie  French  merehant  veeael  Le 
Verrier,  with  reference  to  which  a  copy  of  a  former  report  made  bj  him  in  pannaaoe  of  an 
inveetigatioD,  requested  at  the  instance  of  the  French  minister  in  your  eommnnieation  of 
October  4,  1666,  was  forwarded  to  you  from  the  War  Department,  on  the  lal  of  FebniarylMt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  thr,  your  obedient  serraat, 

THOMAS  T.  ECKERT, 


Aaimg  Aiiittant  <Ssentary  of  Wsr, 

ooglr 

Secretary  of  StaU, 


Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  8b WARD,  OOQI 

Rmerttarm  of  StaU,  O 


e 
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Headquartrrs  Miut art  Diyisiov  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleant,  La,,  FOrumry  10,  1866. 
Bespeotfullj  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  armj,  in  connection  with  report  of 
military  commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  case,  forwarded  from  these  headquarters 
January. J5,  1866. 
In  me  absence  of  the  major  general  commanding,  and  by  his  order : 

GEORGE  L.  HART8UFP, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Aaiitant  Adjutant  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Galveston,  FAruaryh,  1866. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  military  division  of  the  gulf,  for  consideration,  in 
connection  with  previous  papers  relative  to  the  same  matter. 
In  absence  of  the  major  general  commanding. 

E.  H.  WHITTLESEY, 
Brefoet  Colonel  and  AeoUtant  Adjutant  General, 


Headquarters  District  Rio  Grande, 

Broumoville,  Tezast  January  22,  1866. 

BespectfoUy  forwarded.  

G.  WEPTZEL, 
M^or  General  Commanding, 

Headquarters  First  Division  Twentt-fipth  Army  Corps, 

BroumevUle^  Texas,  January  20,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  a  communication  addressed  to  Colonel  Barrett,  sixty-second  United  States 

colored  troops,  commandingat  Ringgold  barracks,  in  reference  to  the  alleged  pillage  of  the 

French  merchant  vessel  Le  verrier,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  affidavit  of  Captain  Looby, 

of  his  regiment,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  as  supplementary  evidence  m  that  ease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
MtQor  General  Commanding, 
Colonel  D.  D.  Wheeler,  A,  A,  General 


RiNOGOLD  Barracks,  Texas, 

January  8,  1866. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  in  reference  to  the  French  bark 
Le  Verrier,  which  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Texas  on  or  about  the  4th  of  February, 
1865. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  January,  1865,  I  was  ordered  by  Major  J.  K.  Hackon* 
commanding  the  sixty-second  regiment  United  States  colored  infantnr,  then  stationed  at  Bra- 
Eos  Santiago,  to  proceed  across  Boca  Chica  Pass  on  to  the  mainlana,  in  command  of  a  de- 
tachment of  the  sixty-second  United  States  colored  infantry,  consisting  of  forty  (40)  enlisted 
men,  accompanied  by  two  (2)  six-mule  teams,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  foewood  for  the 
regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  February  4,  1865,  I  started  down  the  beach  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  The  morning  was  quite  foggy,  so  that  I  eould  not  see  £ar  ahead.  After  I  had 
marched  some  two  and  a  half  miles  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  I  saw  a  large  crowd,  per- 
haps half  a  mile  ahead ;  also  a  vessel  with  all  sails  set,  a  short  distance  from  the  shore.  I 
approached  cautiously,  not  knowing  but  that  they  were  rebels,  but  as  soon  as  they  discov 
ered  my  approach  the  greater  portion  of  them  commenced  moving  in  the  direction  of  Clarks- 
viUe. 

When  I  arrived  opposite  the  vessel,  I  found  the  captain  and  crew  lying  in  front  of  a  fire 
on  the  beach,  all  of  whom  were  in  a  beastly  state  of  intoxication,  except  the  captain  and 
one  or  two  of  the  sailors. 

They  were  all  French.  The  captain,  ak>ne,  eonld  speak  English,  and  he  but  very  litUe ; 
•ufficient,  however,  to  enable  me  to  understand  him.  I  asked  mm  how  he  came  on  the  shore 
with  his  vessel,  to  which  he  replied,  ''that  Uie  bark  was  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  taking  on  a  cargo  of  cotton ;  and  that  during  a  heavy  gale  last  night  the  ship 
slipped  her  caEle  and  was  blown  ashore,  notwithstanding  we  did  everything  in  our  power  to 
keep  her  off.  As  soon  as  she  struck,  we  got  into  those  two  small  boats,  (pointing  to  them,) 
ana  succeeded  in  getting  ashore.**  , 

He  informed  me  that  there  were  four  pirates  aboard  of  his  ship,  taking  his  valuables,  and 
requested  me  to  order  or  get  them  off  the  best  way  I  could.    I  asked  mm  if  he  knew  who 
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tbey  were,  or  where  thej  came  from.  He  informed  me  that  they  came  firom  Ba^^dad,  Mezico ; 
he  thought  thej  came  in  a  small  ^oat  from  the  direction  of  Bagdad,  and  said  that  there 
were  a  great  many  bad  men  there. 

I  ordered  them  off  from  the  ship  repeatedly,  but  they  paid  no  attention  to  me  whatever. 
I  deployed  my  men  as  skirmishers  along  the  shore,  with  instructions  to  fire  on  the  men  when 
Uiey  g^t  into  their  boat,  if  they  attempt^  to  go  to  sea.  I  then  gave  the  command  '*  ready.*' 
When  the  men  on  board  the  ship  saw  this,  they  got  into  their  boat  and  started  towards  shore ; 
in  a  moment  afterwards  they  turned  their  boat  and  commenced  rowing  out  to  sea.  I  ordered 
my  men  to  fire.  After  some  forty  shots  the  firing  ceased,  as  they  had  got  out  of  reach.  I 
was  told  the  following  day  that  the  men  belonged  to  Bagdad,  Mezico,  and  that  one  of  them 
was  shot  through  the  leg ;  also,  that  they  had  sworn  that  if  they  ever  found  me  in  Bagdad 
they  would  killme.  This  I  learned  from  a  man  from  Bagdad,  who  was  going  to  Brazos 
Santiago. 

The  captain  seemed  to  be  very  angry  because  they  had  got  away,  and  seemed  to  think 
that  I  ought  to  haye  captured  them. 

The  yessel  was  about  150  yards  from  shore,  and  the  waves  were  washing  over  her. 

I  placed  a  guard  over  the  vessel,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  notify  Colonel  Jones,  thirty- 
fourth  regiment  Indiana  veteran  volunteers,  then  commanding  the  forces  at  Brazos  Santiago, 
and  asking  him  for  instructions.  The  messenger  returned  during  the  day  with  orders  from 
Colonel  Jones  to  keep  a  guard  over  her  until  I  heard  from  him  again. 

The  captain  sent  four  of  the  sailors  (two  of  whom  were  those  referred  to  as  being  sober) 
in  one  of  the  small  boats  to. get  some  provisions  from  the  vessel ;  also  to  bring  off  his  papers, 
chronometer,  &c.,  but  the  other  two  being  so  drunk  the  boat  could  not  be  well  managed,  and 
the  consequence  was  it  capsized  and  the  Tatter  were  drowned,  while  the  former,  being  sober, 
swam  ashore. 

The  morning  of  the  5th  of  February,  1865,  two  gentlemen  came  to  me  and  represented 
themselves  as  the  owners  of  the  bark  and  cargo.  They  informed  me  that  they  resided  in 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  take  possession  of  the  vessel.  I  referred  the 
gentlemen  to  Colonel  Jones,  but  they  insisted  on  my  turning  the  ship  over  to  them,  and 
asked  me  if  I  could  not  be  induced  to  do  so,  and  ofiered  to  pay  me,  but  I  informed  them  that 
I  could  not  receive  any  pay,  and  told  them  it  was  useless  to  talk  further  about  the  matter, 
and  they  must,  therefoie,  go  and  see  Colonel  Jones.  One  of  these  men,  I  was  reliably  in- 
formed afterwards,  was  the  wreck-master  of  Bagdad,  Mexico.  Went  to  Brazos  that  day, 
and  I  received  orders  frofiu  Colonel  Jones  to  relieve  my  g^uard.  What  arrangement  was 
made  in  reference  to  the  vessel,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  say  that  the  order  I  received  was  but  verbal,  brought  to  me  by  a 
messenger  from*Coh>nel  Jones. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  captain  and  crew  went  to  Bagdad,  Mexico,  and  the  boat 
that  was  left  was  taken  around  into  the  Rio  Grande.  I  was  informed  by  an  old  ferryman  at 
Clarksville  that  it  belonged  to  the  *' French  bark  which  was  wrecked  on  the  beach  below 
there,*'  referring  to  the  same  vessel  which  I  had  in  my  charge. 

I  saw  no  more  of  the  captain  and  crew  after  they  went  to  Baji^ad. 

As  soon  as  the  boats  were  taken  away  there  was  no  chance  for  any  person  to  go  on  board 
the  ship ;  and  as  I  was  with  my  party  at  all  times,  I  am  sure  that  none  of  them  went  on  the 
ship,  and  indeed  I  do  not  think  that  they  could  be  induced  to  have  goiie  on  board  of  her, 
even  if  there  had  been  a  boat  there. 

On  the  7th,  I  recrossed  and  returned  to  camp. 

The  vessel  lay  where  she  struck  until  she  was  broken  to  pieces  bv  the  waves.  Some  of 
the  cotton  was  found  on  the  beach  along  the  island,  but  I  understood  that  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  cargo  washed  ashore  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Qrande,  and  was  taken  mto 
Mexico. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  LOOBY, 
Captain  Sixty-suond  U.  8,  Colored  It^antry, 

Mf^or  General  Giles  A.  Smith, 

Com*4ig  First  Division  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps^ 

BrownsiiUe,  Texas, 

Sworn  to  and  sabscribed  bef<nre  me,  this  8th  day  of  January,  1866. 

T.  C.  BARDEN 
Captain  One  Hundred  and  Seventunth  U,  8,  C.  T.,  Judge  Advocate, 


Mr,  Seward  to  the  Harris  de  Mantholon. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

WtuhiMgtamy  Auguit  16,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  jonr  attention  to  two  orders  or  decrees  which 
purport  to  have  been  made  on  the  26th  of  Jvij  last,  by  Prince  Maximilian,  who 
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claims  to  be  emperor  in  Mexico,  in  wbicb  he  declares  that  he  has  committed  the 
direction  of  the  department  of  war  in  that  conntry  to  Oencral  Osmont,  chief  of 
the  staff  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps ;  and  that  be  has  committed  the 
direction  of  the  depacrtment  of  the  treasury  to  Mr.  Friaut,  intendant-in-chief  ot' 
the  same  corps. 

The  President  thinks  it  proper  that  the  Emperor  of  France  should  be  in- 
formed that  the  assumption  of  administrative  functious  at  this  time  by  the  afore- 
named officers  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps  under  the  authority  of  the 
Prince  Maximilian  is  not  unlikely  to  be  injurious  to  good  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  regarded  by  the  Congress 
and  people  of  the  United  States  as  indicating  a  court«e  of  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  France  incongruous  with  the  engagement  which  has  been  made  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps  from  that  country. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Marquis  db  Montholon,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 

MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

In  consideration  of  the  merits,  combined  with  the  qaalifications,  of  General  Osmont,  chief 
of  the  staff  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  thought  proper  to  commit  to  him  the  direc- 
tion of  the  department  of  war. 

Given  at  Mexico  the  26th  Jvdj,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Bj  the  Emperor : 

JOSfi  dALAZAR  YLARREQUI, 

Minister  of  ths  Interior, 


MAXnfiLIAK,  BMPKROR  OF  MEXICO. 

In  consideration  of  the  merits,  combined  with  the  quali^ations,  of  Mr.  Friant,  intendant* 
in-chief  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  thought  proper  to  commit  to  him  the  direction 
of  the  department  of  the  treasury. 
Given  at  Mexico  the  26th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  Emperor : 

Josk  Salazar  Tlarkequi, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 


The  Marquis  de  Mamtkolon  U>  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation] 

Legation  or  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  September  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  principal  maritime  powers  have  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  in  the 
thought  of  establishing  a  system  of  international  signals  which  could  be  univer- 
sally applied  to  all  navies  m  the  world. 

In  1864  the  goremments  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain  resolved  to  agree,  in 
the  general  interest  of  commerce  and  navigation,  to  examine  in  common  the  dif- 
ferent codes  of  signals  existing  at  that  time,  and  to  determine  which  among  them 
should  appear  to  include  the  elements  of  a  system  the  most  advantageous,  and 
most  proper  to  be  employed  as  the  universal  maritime  language  for  the  use  of 
vessels  of  all  nations.  A  commission  composed  of  delegates  of  the  two  countries 
has  been  intrusted  with  this  case.     The  code  which  it  thought  proper  to  adopt 
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as  a  basis  has  nndergone  important  modifi^itioDS ;  in  fine,  it  has  introduced  such 
ameliorations  that  it  has  acqaired,  as  the  means  of  international  communication, 
a  value  and  authority  to  which  no  other  code  of  maritime  signals  can  pretend. 

This  revised  code  has  been  published  simultaneously  in  Paris  and  London. 

The  governments  of  the  two  countries  have  ordered  its  use  on  board  their  ships 
of  war,  and  have  employed  all  means  in  their  power  to  facilitate  its  adoption, 
as  well  on  board  merchant  vessels  as  at  signal  stations. 

The  governments  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain  desiring,  moreover,  to  induce 
all  the  maritime  powers  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  a  uniform  system, 
his  excellency,  the  minister  of  foreign  a&irs  of  France,  has  charged  me  to  trans- 
mit to  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  the  French  signal-book. 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  it  to  you  herewith,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  and  in 
requesting  permission  to  call  your  serious  attention  to  a  subject  of  such  high 
importance  to  the  maritime  interests  of  all  nations,  I  will  add  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assuring  to  all  states  the  benefits  of  the  new  system  of  signals,  and  to 
sustain  its  essentially  international  character,  the  governments  or  France  and 
Great  Britain  have  agreed*  mutually  to  adopt,  and  to  recommend  to  the  adoption 
by  other  governments  who  shall  give  adhesion  thereto,  the  following  regula- 
tions: 

1st.  Each  government  giving  its  adhesion  will  engage  to  make  this  code  pub« 
lie ;  will  exercise  over  the  work  of  publication  such  control  as  to  secure  the  cer- 
tainty that  the  signals  and  their  significations  are  exactly  the  same  as  those  of 
the  French  and  English  editions ;  will  interdict  the  publication  of  any  edition 
which  shall  not  have  been  recognized  by  the  competent  administration  as  per- 
fectly exact*and  in  conformity  with  the  French  and  English  text. 

2d.  Each  government  will  prepare  and  publish  an  official  list  of  the  vessels 
of  war  and  merchant  ships  of  its  nation,  and  will  apply  to  each  of  them  one  of 
the  signals  expressly  reserved  in  the  code  as  distinctive  signals  of  the  names  of 
the  vessels.  It  wUl,  besides,  be  desirable  to  adopt  the  form  of  these  lists  to  such 
as  has  been  decided  upon  by  France  and  Great  Britain. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  will  only  add  that  I  will  thank  your  excel- 
lency to  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  the  manner  in  which  the  American  gov- 
ernment looks  upon  this  question,  and  whether  th§  United  States  are  disposed 
to  adhere  to  the  new  commercial  code  of  signals  adopted  by  France  and  Great 
Britain. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  high  considprntion. 

MONTHOLON, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  4t:.,  Sfc. 


The  Marquis  de  Montholan  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[TranBlation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washingta»f  October  3,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  herewith  to  your  excellency  the  text  of  a 
new  law  adopted  the  14th  of  July  last  by  the  French  legislative  body  about  the 
rights  of  heirs  and  of  those  having  claim  on  authors,  composers,  or  artists. 

As  your  excellency  will  observe,  this  new  legislation,  which  extends  to  fifty 
years  after  the  decease  of  the  author  the  rights  of  his  heirs,  admits  to  the  benefit 
of  its  previous  foreign  writers  and  artists  to  the  extent  determined  by  treaties 
about  literary  and  artistic  property. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  Ar.,  Sfc.  •r^r^r^n]r> 
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* 

[TraDBlation.] 

No.  14,407.— TAe  right$  tfktin  ami  tkou  fwcing  elaimt  on  amihon,  Jmt$  14,  1866. 

Napoleon,  bj  the  grace  of  God  and  the  will  of  the  nation  Emperor  of  the  French,  to  all 
present  and  to  come,  (ipreetiag :  We  have  sanctioned  and  do  sanction,  promulgated  and  do 
promulgate,  as  follows : 

LAW. 

EztrMCtfronkthe  minute$  of  the  Ugislative  bod^. 

The  legislative  bodj  has  adopted  the  draught  of  law  of  the  tenor  following : 

Article  1.  The  duration  of  the  rights  granted  by  anterior  laws  to  the  heirs,  irregular  sue- 
cessors,  grantees  or  legatees  of  authors,  composers  or  artists,  is  extended  to  fifij  jears,  dating 
from  the  decease  of  the  author. 

During  this  period  of  fifty  years  the  surviving  husband  or  wife,  whatever  may  be  the  mat- 
rimonial arrangement,  and  independently  of  rights  which  may  result  in  favor  of  this  survivor 
from  the  regulations  of  the  community,  has  sole  enjoyment  of  the  rights  which  the  deceased 
author  has  not  disposed  of  by  contract  between  parties  in  being,  or  by  will.  However,  if 
the  author  leave  heirs  in  reserve,  that  enjoyment  is  limited  for  the  benefit  of  such  heirs,  ac- 
cording to  the  propirtions  and  distinctions  established  by  Articles  913  and  915  of  the  Code 
Napoleon. 

This  enjoyment  does  not  take  place  where  there  exists,  at  the  moment  of  death,  a  separa- 
tion of  persons  pronounced  against  this  surviving  party ;  it  ceases  in  the  case  where  the  sur- 
vivor contracts  a  new  marriage. 

The  rights  of  heirs  in  remainder,  (reserve,)  or  of  other  heirs  or  successors,  during  this 
period  orfifty  years,  remams,  moreover,  regulated  in  conformity  with  the  prescriptions  of  the 
Code  Napoleon. 

When  the  succession  devolves  to  the  state,  the  exclusive  right  is  extingpiished,  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  creditors  and  the  execution  of  agreements  of  cession  which  may 
have  been  consented  to  bv  the  author  or  his  repres^tatives. 

Art.  2.  All  the  provisions  of  anterior  laws  contrary  to  those  of  the  new  law  are  and  re- 
main abrogated. 

Passed  upon  in  open  session  at  Paris  June  27,  1866. 

The  Presideot,  WALEWSKI. 

Secretaries:  Sevovin  Abbatueri, 

Count  W.  db  La  Valbtte, 
Alfred  Darimox. 

Extrmetfrom  ths  minmU$  qf  ths  SemaU. 

The  senate  does  not  oppose  the  promuls^on'  of  the  law  relative  to  the  rights  of  heirs, 
irregular  successors,  grantees  or  legatees  of  authors,  composers,  or  artists. 
Passed  upon  and  voted  in  session  at  the  palace  of  the  Benate  July  6, 1866. 

The  President,  TROPLENY. 
The  secretaries:  Ferdinand  Barrot, 

Count  BouLAY  (de  LA  Meurthb,) 
General,  Baron  Charon.     9 
Examined  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  senate. 

^  The  Senator  and  Secretary,  FERDINAND  BARROT. 

« 

We  command  and  erder  that  these  presents,  clothed  with  the  seal  of  state  and  inserted  in 
the  bulletin  of  the  laws,  be  addressed  to  the  courts,  the  tribunals,  and  administrative  author- 
ities, that  they  be  inscribed  on  their  records,  and  observed  and  caused  to  be  observed ;  and 
our  minister  of  state  for  the  department  of  justice  and  religion  is  charged  to  supervise  the 
publication  thereof. 
Done  at  the  palace  of  the  TuUeriea  the  14th  July,  1866.  * 

By  the  Emperor: 

NAPOLEON. 
Secxetaiy  of  State,  E.  Rouhbr. 

Sealed  with  the  great  seal. 

Keeper  of  the  SmIs,  Minister  of  State  for  the  Departments  of  Justioe  and  Religion : 

J.  BAROCHE. 
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The  Margvit  de  Montholon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translatioii.] 

Legation  of  Fbancr  to  the  United  States, 

WcLshtngton,  October  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  yonr  excellency, 
by  inetractions  from  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  a  copy  of  the  law  of  the 
merchant  service,  published  in  France  on  the  16th  of  May,  1866. 

By  the  terms  of  that  act,  after  the  Ist  of  January,  1867,  all  foreign  vessels 
shall  pay  no  tonnage  dues  in  France,  and  after  the  19tii  of  May,  1869,  all  differ- 
ential tax  on  flags,  when  covering  produce  from  its  native  country,  shall  be 
definitely  abolished. 

These  regulations  will  have  the  effect  of  placing  the  United  States  on  a  per- 
fect equality  in  the  ports  of  the  empire  with  the  Frencn  marine. 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  mutual  advantages  this  new  regulation  will  give  to 
the  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countries,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  believe 
that  this  single  consideration  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  grant  French  ships  in  America  the  same  privileges  that  Amer- 
ican ships  will  have  in  France. 

I  must,  however,  observe  that  the  power  reserved  to  the  government  of  the 
Emperov  by  article  six  of  the  law  of  the  19th  May,  to  continue  the  tonnage  duty 
and  differential  flag  tax  on  vessels  belonging  to  countries  where  our  vessels  are 
not  treated  as  their  own,  will  make  it  an  interest  to  the  United  States  to  take 
similar  measures  to  those  whose  principles  are  inculcated  in  the  new  law. 

While  American  vessels  are  still  subject  to  common  duties  in  our  ports,  if  they 
continued  the  same  dues  and  taxes,  they  would  hereafter  labor  under  a  signal 


For  these  reasons  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  charging  me  to 
notify  your  excellency  officially  of  the  text  of  the  law  of  the  19th  May,  1866, 
is  sure  the  American  government  will  imitate  the  liberal  measures  taken  in  this 
respect  by  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  and  grant  all  French  ships,  as  the 
principles  and  pi*ecedents  of  American  legislation  allow,  the  benefit  of  a  perfect 
equalization  of  flags,  as  soon  as  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  the  new  law  in  our  ports. 

I  will  be  obliged  to  your  excellency  to  let  me  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  if  the 
government  of  the  United  States  is  disposed  to  accord  the  benefit  of  reciprocity 
to  the  French  flag  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.^  ifc. 


[Translation.] 
Law  relating  to  the  merckamt  martiM,  May  19, 1866. 

Article  1 .  All  articles,  raw  or  manufactured,  fire  engines,  and  pieces  of  machinery  en- 
tering into  the  construction,  rigging,  armament,  and  equipment  of  sea-goinff  vessels  inteuded 
for  commerce,  wooden  or  iron,  for  sailing  or  steam  power,  shall  he  admitted  free  of  duty, 
under  liability  to  prove  within  the  period  of  one  year  the  application  of  said  articles  to  the 
purposes  above  provided  for. 

Imperial  decrees  will  determine  the  proofs  and  conditions  to  which  this  immunity  shall  be 
made  subordinate. 

Every  infraction  of  the  provisions  of  these  decrees  will  make  room  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties  fer  which  the  articles  above  mentioned  are  or  shall  be  liable,  and  will,  moreover,  be 
punishable  by  fine  equal  to  three  times  the  amount  of  the  duties. 

Art.  2.  The  bonuty  granted  by  articles  1  and  2  of  the  law  of  May  6,  1841,  to  fire  en- 
gines of  French  fabric  to  be  placed  on  board  national  ships  intended  for  international  mari- 
time navigation,  is,  and  remains,  suppreased.  (^  r^r^r^]r> 
25    DC                                                                                            Digitized  by  V^OOgle 
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However,  the  said  bonntj  shall  continue  to  be  paid  on  equipage  the  deposit  whereof  in  the 
building  yards  previously  to  the  promulgation  of  this  present  law  shall  be  duly  proven. 

Art.  3.  Six  months  after  the  promulgation  of  this  present  law  sea-going  vessels,  sailers  or 
steamers,  rigged  and  equipped,  snail  be  admitted  to  the  franchise  upon  the  payment  of  a  duty 
of  two  francs  on  the  ton  of  measuremenL  The  same  duty  shall  be  applicable  to  hulls  of 
vessels  of  wood  or  iron. 

Art.  4.  The  tonnage  duties  levied  on  foreigpi  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  empire  shall 
be  suppressed  at  and  nrom  January  1,  1867.  The  tonnage  duties  actually  coUectea,  as  well 
on  French  as  on  foreign  vessels,  and  applied  as  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  loans  contracted 
for  works  of  improvement  in  French  seaports,  are  maintained. 

Imperial  decrees,  made  in  the  form  of  regulations  for  general  administration,  may,  in  view 
of  contributing  to  expenses  of  the  same  kmd,  establish  a  tonnage  duty  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  francs  and  fifty  centimes  per  ton,  decimal  included,  and  which  shall  bear  alike  on 
French  and  foreign  vessels. 

Art.  5.  Three  years  after  the  promulgation  of  this  law  the  differential  duties  on  the  flag, 
now  applicable  on  products  imported  m>m  the  countries  of  production  otherwise  than  in 
French  vessels,  ^hall  be  suppressed. 

Art.  6.  In  case  the  French  flag  should  be,  in  any  foreign  country,  subjected,  to  the  profit 
of  the  government,  of  cities,  of  corporations,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  navigation,  import- 
ation, or  exportation  of  merchanaise,  to  any  duties  or  .charges  from  which  vessels  of  said 
country  would  be  exempt,  imperial  decrees  may  impose  on  vessels  of  the  said  nation  enter- 
ing the  ports  of  the  empire,  of  a  colony,  or  of  a  French  possession,  and  on  the  merchandise 
they  may  have  on  board,  such  duties  or  surcharges  as  should  be  judged  necessary  to  com- 
pensate the  disadvantages  which  would  fall  upon  the  French  flag. 

Art.  7.  The  preceding  provisions  are  applicable  to  the  colonies  of  Martinique,  of  Guade- 
loupe, and  of  Beunion. 

Special  provisions  for  Algeria, 

Art.  8.  The  provisions  of  articles  J,  3,  and  4  of  this  law  are  applicable  in  Algeria. 

Art.  9.  Navigation  between  France  and  Algeria,  and  between  Algeria  and  foreign  ports, 
may  be  carried  on  under  all  flags. 

Ihe  coasting  trade  from  port  to  port  of  this  (Vench  possession  may,  under  an  authoriza- 
tion from  the  governor  general  of  Algeria,  be  carried  on  by  foreign  vessels. 

Art.  10.  The  surehaig^  in  navigation  established  in  Algeria  on  merchandise  imported  in 
foreign  vessels  are  suppressed. 

The  reduction  of  duties  granted  by  article  9,  paragraph  2,  of  the  ordinance  of  December  16, 
1853,  on  certain  merchandise  taken  from  French  entrepots  and  exported  to  Algeria  in  French 
vessels,  are  also  suppressed. 

Art  1  J.  Thfe  prohibition  placed  upon  refined  sugars  imported  from  foreign  places  to  Al- 
geria is  removed.  Said  refined  sugars  shall  pay,  besides  the  duty  on  raw  sugar,  a  surcharge 
of  five  francs  per  hundred  kilograms. 

Art.  12.  The  laws,  decrees,  and  ordinances  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  present  law  are  and  remain  abrogated. 

Done  at  the  palace  of  the  TuileHee,  May  19.  1866. 

By  the  Emperor : 

NAPOLEON. 
£.  RoUHER,  Minister  of  8taU, 


The  Marquis  de  Montholan  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  October  15,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Euiperor,  in  a  decree  of  the  SOtb  of  June  last,  decided  to  abolish 
the  tax  on  paBBports  atid  the  visa  of  passports  in  favor  of  French  subiects,  and 
secures  the  same  immunity  to  citizens  of  those  foreign  powers  that  will  recipro- 
cate with  us. 

I  therefore  beg  your  excellency  to  let  me  know  if  the  American  government 
is  disposed  to  instruct  its  representatives  in  France  to  grant  passports  and  in- 
dorse them  free  of  charge;  in  which  case  vtizens  of  the  United  States  shall  im- 
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mediately  have  the  immanitj  prescribed  by  the  decree  of  the  30th  of  June  iu 
all  French  af^irs. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  most  high  considera- 
tion. • 

MONTHOLON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skwakd,  i^.,  Spc,,  ^. 


fCommimieated  by  the  French  legation. — ^Translation.] 

Minister  op  Foreign  Affairs,  Political  Direction, 

ParU,  October  16,  1866. 

Mr.  Lb  Marquis  :  The  correspondence  of  my  predecessor  has  sufficiently 
initiated  you  in  the  views  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to  Mexico.  I  think  it  ad- 
visable, nevertheless,  on  writing  to  you  for  the  first  time,  to  lay  down  the  sit- 
uation exactly,  and  not  leave  you  in  any  doubt  in  regard  to  our  resolutions. 

Already,  fo/  some  time,  the  cabinet  of  Washington  has  been  informed,  and 
officially  from  the  month  of  April,  that  his  Majesty  has  fixed  the  close  of  the 
year  1867  as  the  extreme  term  of  our  military  occupation  of  Mexico.  • 

This  term  will  not  be  exceeded ;  on  the  contrary,  our  desire  is  to  hasten  it  as 
much  as  possible.  The  goverament  of  the  Emperor,  as  was  its  right  and  its 
duty,  and  as  my  predecessor  wrote  to  you  the  7th  of  June  last,  reserved  the 
taking  of  all  indispensable  precautions,  in  order  not  in  any  way  to  compromise 
the  health  and  security  of  our  army. 

There  is  for  us  in  this  an  interest  of  the  highest  order,  which  cannot  cede 
precedence  to  any  other.  But  the  news  received  from  Mexico  within  these  last 
days  presents  a  state  of  things  which  must  ^wake  our  solicitude.  Armed  re- 
sistances are  increasing ;  the  dissidents  show  themselves  in  force  at  divers  points 
in  the  Mexican  territory,  and  at  any  moment  the  mode  of  successive  evacua- 
tions, originally  adopted  by  us,  might  place  our  soldiers  in  a  position  of  diffi- 
culty if  we  should  thus  leave  them  in  smalt  force  and  isolated  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  Europe. 

Justly  impressed  by  this  eventuality,  the  Emperor  has  sent  to  Mexico  his 
aide-de-camp,  Greneral  de  Gastelnau,  to  have  explanations  thereon  with  the  Em- 
peror Maximilian,  and  make  known  to  us  his  intentions,  while  fully  and  defin- 
itively enlightening  him  as  to  ours. 

Mr.  de  Gastelnau  has  for  his  mission  to  make  it  well  understood  that,  the 
limit  of  our  sacrifices  is  reached,  and  that  if  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  thinking 
to  find  in  the  country  itself  a  point  of  sufficient  support,  may  wish  to  endeavor 
to  mahitain  himself  there,  he  cannot  for  the  future  count  on  any  succor  on  the 
part  of  France.  • 

But  it  may  happen  that,  deeming  it  impossible  to  triumph  through  his  own 
resources  over  the  difficulties  which  surround  him,  this  sovereign  may  deter- 
mine to  abdicate.  We  will  do  nothing  to  dissuade  him  from  this,  and  we  think 
that  on  this  hypothesis  there  would  be  ground  to  proceed,  by  way  of  election, 
in  the  establishment  of  a  new  government. 

You  see,  marquis,  that  under  these  conditions  it  is  at  present  quite  likely  that 
our  expeditionary  corps  may  return  entire  to  France  by  the  spring  of  next  year. 
This  probability  seems  to  us  to  be  destined  to  be  received  in  the  United  States 
with  real  satisfaction.  To  suppose  the  contrary  would  be  to  admit  that  the 
Mexican  question  furnished  the  parties  with  the  means  of  an  easy  popularity 
which  they  would  with  regret  see  escape.  We  have  too  much  confidence  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  American  people,  and  in  the  old  feelings  of  friendship  and 
regard  for  France,  not  to  be  beforehand  convinced  that  suspicions  without 
foimdation,  or  inadmissible  exigencies,  will  not  occur  to  change  between  the 
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United  States  and  onrselves  relations  which  have  a  tendency  to  hecome  more 
easy  and  more  close  by  means  even  of  decisions  which  we  may  think  it  a  daty 
to  take  at  this  moment  We  take  them  in  the  plenitude  of  onr  freedom  of  ac- 
tion, which  we  must  maintain  entire  to  the  end.  This  res<*rvation  is  impera- 
tively commanded  by  our  sense  of  dignity ;  and  anything  which  might  have  the 
character  of  pressure,  which  could  not  be  borne  on  the  part  of  a  foreign  govern- 
ment, would  only  nave  ior  consequence  to  force  us,  against  our  wish,  to  prolong 
a  state  of  things  which  our  interest,  well  understood,  has  decided  us  to  abridge. 
It  is  impossible  that  this  situation  is  not  perfectly  understood  in  advance  by  the 
cabinet  of  Washington,  and  it  will  certainly  dedicate  all  its  cares  to  turning 
aside  incidents  which  would  be  susceptible  of  bringing  result^  regrettable  to 
those  I  have  made  allusion  to.  • 

Beceive,  marquis,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

•  MOUSTIEE. 

Marquis  db  Hontholon,  ^c,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  MonthoUm. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  27,  1866. 

Silt :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  stating 
that  the  Emperor's  government  had  decided  to  abolish  the  tax  on  passports,  and 
to  grant  an  immunity  from  such  tax  to  such  citizens  of  foreign  powers  as  might 
confer  a  similar  immunity  on  French  citizens. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  vou  that  as  passports  are  not  required 
from  French  citizens  who  visit  the  United  States,  those  citizens  are  practically 
exempt  from  any  charge  which  otherwise  might  be  made  for  indorsing  such 
instruments,  .  The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  only  functionary  in  this  country 
authorized  to  issue  passports,  and  he  can  legally  grant  them  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  only.  Until  the  late  civil  war,  passports  had  always  been  gratu- 
itously issued.  In  the  course  of  the  war,  however,  as  a  supposed  necessary 
fiscal  expedient,  Congress  enacted  a  law  requirin  g  a  fee  for  passports.  The 
uncertain  duration  and  great  expense  of  that  ^r  were  believed  to  warrant  unu- 
sual taxes.  The  wisdom  of  the  policy  of  France,  however,  in  removing  the 
restriction  referred  to  upon  freedom  of  intercourse,  may  be  acknowl^ged. 
Without  doubt  Congress  will  insist  on  retaining  the  tax  upon  the  United 
States  passports  only  so  long  as  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  government  shall 
require  its  continuance. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

The  Marquis  db  Montholon,  ^.,  ^.,  igc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  13th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  new  law  affecting  the  merchant  service,  published 
in  France  on  the  I6th  of  May  last,  a  copy  of  which  you  are  so  good  as  to  enclose. 
With  reference  to  your  inquiry  whether  this  government  is  disposed  to  accord 
the  benefits  of  reciprocity  of  similar  legislation,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  honorable  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury, 
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whose  province  it  is  to  consider  such  questions,  and  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  recurring  to  the  subject  when  I  shall  have  received  an  expression  of  his  views 
thereupon. 

I  beg  that  you  will  excuse  the  delaj  in  this  acknowledgment,  which  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  papers  of  the  department,  and  that  you  will 
accept  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Marquis  dr  Montholon,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


RUSSIA. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  89,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Rtusia,  October  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  169  and  170.  I  thunk  you  for 
the  leave  of  absence,  and  I  shall  use  it  when  I  find  it  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interests,  and  my  own  pleasure  and  health. 

The  cholera,  now  spread  over  almost  all  Europe,  will  prevent  my  travelling 
at  once.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  warn  the  United  States  against  the  importation 
of  the  "  cattle  plague"  into  our  country.  Being  a  farmer,  and  feeling  gre^it 
interest  in  such  subjects,  I  have  read  everything  upon  the  subject  which  is 
accessible,  and  I  will  give  you  only  the  result  of  my  conclusions  and  observations. 

The  ''cattlie  plague"  is  the  Russian  ''cattle  pest."  In  this  country  it  is 
always  more  or  less  prevalent,  and  generally  kills  whole  herds.  Like  cholera 
it  is  both  contagious  and  infectious — by  these  terms  I  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
communicated  ^m  one  animal  to  another  by  the  physical  imposition  of  the  virus 
upon  any  animal  Jrom  any  object  containing  the  virus  ;  and  also  that  the  virus 
may  be  carried  in  molecules  in  the  air,  and  thus  produte  the  disease: 

It  evidently  did  not  originate,  de  novo,  in  England,  but  was  carried  there 
by  ship-loads  o^sattle  from  the  Russian  Baltic  ports.  If  this  theory  be  cor- 
rect, then  all  importation  from  abroad  should  be  at  once  prohibited  by  Congress, 
if  not  otherwise  possible  to  be  prevented  ;  and  it  would  **pay^*  well  to  call  Con- 
grets  together  for  that  purpose  only.  No  ship  having  a  cow,  or  sheep,  or  ani- 
mal from  Europe,  or  countries  having  "  the  pest,"  should  be  allowed  to  land  in 
America  without  sufficient  quarantine.  Every  disease  must,  at  some  time,  have 
originated  from  a  violent  disregard  of  the  natural  laws,  and  this  as  others ;  but 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  management  of  cattle  in  Great 
Britain  and  America  to  generate  the  disease. 

So  also  no  sanitary  precautions  can  arrest  it,  short  of  absolute  non-intercourse. 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  species  of  "  bloody  murrain,"  aggravated  by  the  marshy 
nature  of  northern  Russia,  and  the  utter  disregard  of  adl  the  laws  of  health 
which  is  shown  to  man  and  beast,  especially  in  regard  to  ventilatitm  and  clean- 
liness, which  prevails  in  these  cold  climates,  where  great  expenditure  of  heat  is 
needed,  and  fuel  and  food  scarce.  The  same  causes  are  producing  now  the 
agsravated  typhus  fever  here,  which  is  called  outside  of  Russia  "  the  plague." 

England  was  warned  long  since  of  the  danger  of  direct  importations  of  cattle 
from  Russia,  but  failed  to  heed  the  advice.  I  trust  our  couutry  may  be  more 
wise,  and  more  fortunate. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^  t 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.      Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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Mr  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  91.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Pefershurgf  Russia,  October  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  allow  me  once  more,  in  tbe  dearth  of  local  news  from  this 
court,  to  make  a  suggestion  in  reference  to  the  right  of  saffrage  and  naturaliza- 
tion in  the  United  States.    Amend  the  national  (Jonstitution  Wore  the  revolted 
States  are  readmitted,  by  clauses  of  the  following  import : 

1.  Hereafter  the  right  of  naturalization  shall  belong  exdunvely  to  the  federal 
government,  and  the  Congress  shall  pass,  from  time  to  time,  uniform  nattiraliza- 
tion  laws,  or  deny  such  right. 

2.  The  right  of  determining  who  shall  be  voters  in  the  States  and  nation 
shall  belong  exdunvely  to  Congress ;  and  hereafter  all  male  persons  (or  female 
as  well)  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  without  distinction  of  color  or 
nationality,  who  can  read  and  write,  and  no  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for 
all  officers.  State  and  national,  &c. 

Glauses  similar  to  those  would  save  us  from  many  evils,  ^om  disastrous  and 
continual  agitation,  and  perhaps  from  another  civil  war. 
I  beg  you  to  lay  this  despatch  before  President  Johnson. 
I  am,  sir,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D»  C. 


0.  M.  CLAY. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  92.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  October  29,  1865, 

Sir  :  A«  some  attempts  are  being  made  to  deny  the  exbtence  of  the  cattle 
plague  in  Russia,  I  quote  (translate  from  the  French)  the  following  extracts 
from  the  Russian  Gazette  of  Moscow:  "  They  write  from  Gars^in  (government 
of  Simbinsk)  that,  '  besides,  a  frightful  plague  desolated  our  poor  fields ;  the 
epiz66ty  rages  among  the  beasts ;  cattle  perish  by  hundreds,  and  sheep  by 
thousands.  The  malady  which  carries  them  o£P  is  entirely  unknown ;  the  oeast 
becomes  listless  (triste;)  the  head  inclines  towards  the  earth  ;  the  eyes  are  dis- 
turbed, and  in  an  hour  all  is  over.  Nothing  is  attempted  to  arrest  the  plague  ; 
the  superstitious  people  regard  that  as  a  sin.  The  beautiful  herds  of  cattle  of 
Gorenki,  of  Posselki,  of  Stannitchnoe,  and  of  other  large  villages,  scarcely 
retain  the  tenth  of  their  original  number.'  " 

I  trust  the  American  people  will  not  do,  what  the  natives  are  doing  here— 
nothing. 

This  description  of  the  cattle  plague  does  not  answer  to  that  of  the  one  raging 
in  England  in  all  respects,  but  climate  and  other  surroundings  greatly  change 
the  symptoms  and  character  of  the  same  disease,  as  is  well  known  ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  denials  of  the  Russian  authorities,  who  are  much  interested  in 
the  export  of  cattle,  tallow,  hides,  and  wool,  I  am  still  of  the  decided  opinion 
that  the  disease  was  carried  from  the  Baltic  Russian  ports  to  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 
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Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Setoard, 


No.  98.]  Legation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  December  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  President'e  message  has  been  now  received  for  some  dajs.  It  was 
anxioualy  looked  for  in  all  Europe,  and  has  been  read  with  general  satisfaction. 
Under  the  apprehension  of  possible  war  with  France  and  England,  United  States 
stocks  had  declined  at  least  ten  per  cent,  from  the  highest  point  reached  since 
the  war  was  closed.  But  now,  under  the  pacific  tone  of  the  message  and  the 
indorsement  of  the  able  financial  views  of  Secretary  McGulIoch,  which  had  been 
already  made  known  in  his  Fort  Wayne  speech,  American  bonds  are  having  a 
rapid  and  steady  rise ;  and  if  Congress  shall  sustain  by  legislation  the  views  of 
the  message,  our  stocks  will  at  no  distant  time  will  ascend  to  or  above  par. 

When  the  resources  of  a  state  are  derived  from  fully  developed  realities  and 
industries,  a  foreign  debt,  more  especially  when  it  is  based  upon  unproductive 
loans,  by  exhausting  the  precious  metals,  is  ruinous  to  a  state.  But  it  is  differ- 
ent with  us.  With  new  and  fertile  lands,  with  vast  mines  and  valuable  staples, 
which  may  be  indefinitely  produced  and  sold  at  great  profits,  we  can  well  afford 
to  borrow  money  at  an  interest  which  would  be  ruinous  to  older  countries.  A 
sound  financial  policy,  then,  such  a^  that  sustained  by  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  a  general  restoration  of  the  specie  basis,  and  a 
sure  redemption  of  the  funded  debt  in  a  reasonable  time,  will  not  only  establish 
a  safe  foundation  for  home  industry,  but  give  us  immense  credit  abroad,  which 
will  thus  afford  us  all  the  reproductive  capital  we  shall  so  much  need. 

The  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  are  regarded  as  ably  sustained,  and 
it  is  thought  that  we  can  maintain  amicable,  or  at  least  neutral,  relations  with 
all  our  rivals,  without  a  permanent  sacrifice  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  or  our  honor. 
And,  although  it  is  hot  my  province  to  criticise  the  President's  acts  or  opinions, 
I  must  say  that  he  has  shown  great  ability  in  the  laying  down  the  ground  of  his 
foreign  policy,  and  which  you  had  already  initiated. 

Having  previously  taken  the  liberty  of  saying  a  few  words  upon  the  all-im- 
portant subjects  of  naturalization  and  suffrage,  I  venture  only  to  say  that  it  seems 
the  President  has  gone  the  full  length  of  his  executive  powers  in  the  liberal  direc- 
tion ;  and  if  more  is  necessary  to  be  done,  it  remains  with  Congress  and  the 
States  to  perfect  what  he  has  satisfactorily  begun. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr  Clay. 

No.  187.]  ^  Department  of  State, 

WaskingtoMf  January  31,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communicatiou  of  the  29th  instant,  from 
Mr.  George  W.  Cook,  of  New  York  city,  relative  to  the  case  of  Benjamin  Gold- 
berg, a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  it  is  stated,  has  been  ar- 
rested and  held  to  military  service  in  Poland  while  on  a  recent  visit  there.  You 
are  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending  his  arrest,  and  if  it 
shall  be  deemed  advisable,  to  do  what  you  properly  can  to  obtain  the  release  of 
Mr.  Goldberg. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc„  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^.^.^.^^^  by  GoOglc 
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Mr,  Cook  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Ill  Nassau  Strbkt,  New  York,  Jmtmary  29,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  State  to  the  qftse  of  Benjamin 
Goldberg,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  arrested  while  on  a  visit 
in  Poland,  and  held  for  military  service. 

Mr.  Goldberg  left  New  York  in  tht.  month  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
an  inheritance  left  him  at  Warsaw,  or  some  other  place  in  Poland.  He  carried  with  him  a 
passport  received  from  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  and  the  passport  is  numbered 
2J,9U3,  dated  August  21,  1865. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Goldberg's  letter  apprising  me  of  his  arrest,  also  the  original  envel- 
ope containing  toe  same,  the  postmarks  on  wnich  may  lead  to  where  Mr.  Goldberg  is  held. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  American  minisier  or  consul  at  Warsaw,  or  other 
place,  may  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  Mr.  Gtoldberg,  and  procure  his  release. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEOBGE  W.  COOK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  arrested  at  Poviat  Linchits^,  Miasta  Zigerger,  Gubemla,  Warsaw. 
Please  write  to  the  State  Department  at  Washington  for  my  release. 
Yours  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  GOLDBEBG. 
George  W.  Cook,  Esq. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

No.  99.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St,  Peterahurg,  Russia^  February  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  papers  prepared  by  Jeremiah 
Curtin,  esq.,  giving  an  account  of  the  reception  given  to  the  American  legation 
hy  the  citizens  and  Prince  Scherbatoff,  the  mayor  of  Moscow.  These  demonstra- 
tions were  bv  the  special  permission  of  his  imperial  Majesty,  and  are  therefore 
justly  regarded  as  a  testimony  of  the  respect  and  amity  felt  by  the  government 
of  Russia  for  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  first  demonstration  of  the  kind  ever  made  in  Russia,  and  may 
therefore  be  thought  to  have  more  than  usual  significance  ;  and  it  is  so  regarded 
here  and  by  the  press  in  Europe,  which  has  very  generally  noticed  it.  Mr.  Curtin 
has  undertaken  to  collect  some  of  the  comments  of  the  European  press,  and  when 
ready  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  them  to  the  department.  I  second 
Mr.  Gurtin's  suggestion  that  you  allow  the  whole  proceedings  to  be  published  in 
America.  From  conversations  and  inquiries  from  Prince  Dolgorvukey,  aid-de- 
camp general  to  his  imperial  Majesty,  and  who  is  known  to  share  eminently  his 
confidence,  I  am  sure  such  publicity  is  expected  in  high  quarters  here.  In  the 
preseht  delicate  relatiims  between  ourselves  and  France,  and  which  I  most 
ardently  trust  may  be  amicably  arranged,  these  evidences  of  loyalty  to  our  country 
from  a  first- rate  power  may  not  be  without  wholesome  influence  in  the  peaceable 
solution  of  the  same. 

I  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  saying  that  much  of  the  good 
feeling  existing  towards  this  legation  is  owing  to  the  character  and  merits  of  Mr. 
Curtin,  who  has  learned  the  Russian  language  and  speaks  it  fluently,  in  which 
he  delivered  his  speech  in  Moscow,  to  the  delight  of  all  Russia.  He  is  a  great 
acquisition  to  this  legation,  and  deserves  well  of  the  country. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  [Washington,  D.  C.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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Translation  of  the  leading  artide  in  tMt  Moscow  News,  accompanying  the  description  of  the 
entertainment  given  to  tie  legation  of  the  United  States;  leritten  by  the  editor,  Mr.  Katkoff. 

Of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  United  States  is  without  doabt  the  most  popular  in 
Bussia. 

Nations  as  well  as  indiyidnals  are  naturally  inclined  to  acts  of  kindness  as  long  as  there  is 
neither  antipathy  nor  conflict  of  interests  between  them.  Between  the  Russian  people  and 
the  powerful  republic  of  North  America  there  has  never  been  either  antipathy  or  conflict  of 
interests  of  any  serious  kind.  Separated  on  one  side  by  immense  distances,  they  have  on 
the  other,  by  the  force  of  natural  extension,  succeeded  in  becoming  near  neighbors.  Separated 
from  each  other  by  one-half  of  Europe  and  the  entire  Atlantic  ocean,  they  have  met  upon 
the  Pacific,  where,  for  them,  there  is  no  subject  of  dispute,  and  where  they  can  but  join 
hands  in  friendship  and  alliance.  Is  not  this  remoteness,  and  at  the  same  nme  proximity  in 
the  geo^aphical  position  of  the  two  nations,  a  symbol  of  their  interior  relations  to  each 
other?  In  their  origin,  their  destiny,  and ^their  present  life  there  are  many  dissimilarities, 
many  striking  contrasts.  But  the  more  striking  their  peculiarities  appear  upon  comparison, 
the  more  deeply  do  we  feel  the  powerful  interior  analogies  which  attract  them  to  each  other 
and  which  is  the  source  of  that  cordiality  which  binds  them  together,  and  binds  them  the 
more  stronely  for  the  reason  that  there  is  not  a  single  interest  of  importance  for  either  countiy 
which  can  become  a  subject  of  dispute  between  them.  Both  people  are  inspired  by  the  spirit 
of  the  future;  both  are  prepared  for  all  possible  sacrifices  to  preserve  their  national  unity; 
both  are  so  filled  with  the  spirit  of  patiiotism  that  in  this  respect  they  can  only  be  compared 
with  each  other. 

The  entire  thousand  years*  history  of  the  Russian  nation  is  a  series  of  trials  which  it  has 
experienced,  a  series  of*^  mighty  efforts  through  which  it  has  triumphed.  Events  which  have 
taken  place  before  the  eyes  of  living  men  testify  to  the  trials  which  our  distant  neighbors 
have  overcome,  and  to  that  energy  which  they  are  capable  of  displaying.  There  is  much  in 
our  nature  which  is  more  easily  understood  by  the  American  than  oy  many  others  with  whom 
we  are  in  continual  contact,  and  there  is  much  in  the  American  which  is  more  easily  under- 
stood and  which  is  nearer  to  the  Russian  than  even  to  that  European  country,  which  was  the 
original  home  of  the  American  and  whose  language  he  speaks.  The  puzzle  which  both 
nations  present  to  the  rest  of  the  world  brings  them  together  and  makes  them  related  to  each 
other.  Both  are  objects  of  doubt,  and  where  there  is  doubt  there  is  apprehension.  Both 
arouse  apprehension  by  the  very  fact  of  their  existence;  both  are  objects  of  ill-will — Russia 
of  an  ill-will  more  active  and  deeply  seated  than  her  transatlantic  allies.  In  this  regard 
the  position  of  the  American  people  ismuch  more  happy  and  much  more  agreeable  than  ours. 
On. their  continent  they  know  no  rival ;  to  a  virgin  land  they  brought  the  gifts  of  a  ripe 
civilization.  The  American  nation  was  formed  by  individuals  coming  independently  and 
singly  to  the  country,  and  not  developed  slowly  from  a  mass  of  races.  It  had  not  to  battle 
for  its  existence  so  stubbornly  and  so  long.  However,  recent  events  have  shown  that  the 
Americans  have  no  reason  to  envy  us  for  the  abundance  of  ill-will  which  has  fallen  to  our 
lot.  Cunning  enmity  found  its  way  into  their  divided  land  and  encouraged  the  treason 
which  cost  America  so  much  blood  and  so  much  effort  When  civil  war  raged  in  the  United 
States,  what  malicious  confidence  was  expressed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  final 
destruction  of  the*'young  giant.  What  bold  calculations  were  made,  what  changes  were 
planned  and  even  carried  into  execution  in  their  neighborhood. 

But  what  confusion  the  triumph  of  the  United  States  caused  in  those  same  spheres;  how 
political  plans  were  drawn  up  in  view  of  the  disasters  of  America.  Russia  alone  it  was  that 
never  wavered  either  in  her  friendship  to  the  United  States  or  in  her.  convictions  that  their 
cause  would  triumph.  From  her  alone  they  heard  sincere  words  of  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment. We  quote  the  language  of  an  American,  ^Mr.  Curtin,)  spoken  in  Russian;  we  know 
how  this  friendship  of  Russia  was  prized  and  what  a  reception  was  shoMrn  to  our  seamen 
when  they  arrived  in  America,  at  a  time  when  Russia  herself  was  an  object  of  hostile  designs 
and  when  her  enemies  had  hoped  by  the  aid  of  threats  and  domestic  treason  to  carry  out  their 
plans. 

We  write  these  lines  under  the  impression  produced  by  the  memorable  en terttUnment  g^ven 
by  the  merchants  of  Moscow  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  on  Thursday  last,  in  the 
hall  of  the  Academy  of  Commercial  Science.  We  say,  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States, 
but  let  not  our  readers  think  that  we  speak  of  a  numerous  diplomatic  suite  with  which  the 
legations  of  even  small  European  powers  are  unable  to  dispense.  Theleg^ation  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  the  minister  and  the  secretary.  It  is  well  known  it  is  difficult  to  arouse 
Moscow.  No  matter  how  many  ambassadors  and  ministers  might  have  appeared  within  her 
walls,  she  would  have  paid  them  no  attention.  But  the  arrival  of  General  Clay,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  thQ  United  States,  who  had  been  preceded  some  days  by  the  secretary  of 
legation,  Mr.  Curtin,  who  learned  the  Russian  lan^age  in  New  York,  could  not  pass  un- 
noticed, could  not  but  produce  an  impression,  coula  not  but  call  forth  manifestations  all  the 
more  significant  in  that  they  were  sincere  and  unpremeditated ;  even  peasants  presented 
themselves  to  the  minister  with  greetings  and  with  bread  and  salt. 

Our  readers  will  find  in  our  Sunday  supplement  a  full  account  of  this  banquet  which  the 
merchants  of  Moscow  prepared  for  their  esteemed  guests,  and  also  the  speeches  delivered  on 
the  occasion.  .  .  , 
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Neyer  have  toasts  been  received  with  greater  enthfpiasm  than  the  first  toasts  to  the  health 
of  the  Emperor,  the  President,  Russia  and  America,  and  for  the  chests  themselves.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  an  idea  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  animatea  speeches  accompanying 
the  principal  toasts  were  received,  which  g^ves  so  extended  a  si^ificance  to  this  entertain- 
ment,  and  which  finds  the  same  echo  in  i&  breasts  of  all  patriots  in  Bussia  and  in  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 


[Translated  from  the  "  Moscow  News,"  of  January  9  O.  8.,  21  N.  8.] 
Grand  banquet  given  kjf  themerehante  of  Moscow  tn  honor  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States. 

The  merchants  of  Moscow,  taking  advantage  of  the  accidental  presence  in  their  citj  of  the 
minister  of  the  Uhited  States  of  America,  General  Claj,  which  happened  shortly  alter  the 
arrival  of  the  secretary  of  legation,  Mr.  Curtin,  and  wishing  on  their  part  to  express  the 
national  feeling  of  sympathy  for  the  United  States,  and  their  gratitude  for  the  reception  given 
by  the  American  people  not  long  since  to  the  Russian  fleet,  invited  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  to  a  dinner  at  the  Moscow  Academy  of  Commercial  Science. 

Just  before  5  o'clock  p.  m.  the  minister  and  secretary  of  legation,  attended  by  a  deputation, 
arrived.  The  honorable  guests  were  met  on  the  grand  staircases  by  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, aud  at  the  entrance  of  the  hall  by  the  president  of  the  academical  council,  and 
by  the  inspector  of  the  institute.  Precisely  at  5  o'clock  the  guests  were  seated  at  table. 
The  number  of  persons  invited  was  150.  At  the  beginning  of  the  dinner  the  orchestra  played 
variations  of  Yankee  Doodle.  The  music  of  their  native  land,  skilfully  executed  by  the  or- 
chestra, so  pleased  our  American  guests  that  they  rose  from  their  seats,  and  applauded  long 
and  heartily.  Next  came  Glinkas  Kanearinskaya,  heard  also  with  evident  pleasure  by  the 
Americans. 

The  orchestra,  however,  had  not  long  to  play.  The  dinner  was  not  nearly  half  finished 
when  the  president,  Mr.  Razanoff,  opened  the  series  of  toasts,  to  the  great  delight  of  all,  oy 
that  toast  which  is  ever  first  at  a  Russian  dinner.    He  spoke  as  follows : 

** Gentlemen:  The  time  has  arrived  to  commence  our  toasts,  but  we  Russians,  every- 
where and  always,  drink  the  same  first  toast  to  the  health  aud  long  life  of  our  dearly  belovtsd 
Emneror." 

The  hurrahs  of  Russians  and  Americans  were  ioined  in  one  long-continued  deafening 
chorus,  drowning  the  music  of  **  God  preserve  the  Emperor."  Some  minutes  elapsed  before 
the  orchestra  could  begin  the  hymn  anew  and  finish  it.  At  its  conclusion  again  broke  forth 
a  Russian  hurrah,  to  which  our  guests  contributed  most  heartily.  This  put  off  for  a  time  the 
possibility  of  proposing  a  toast  for  his  Excellency  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United 
States.  This  toast  was  given  by  the  president  of  the  Exchange  committee,  Mr.  Lyamin,  one 
of  the  principal  managers  of  the  dinner.    Mr.  Lyamin  spoke  as  follows : 

**  In  the  presence  of  our  esteemed  guest,  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
it  would  be  very  natural  for  us  to  say  something  of  our  desire  to  draw  still  n<*^rer  to  his  great 
countrv,  aud  to  enter  into  direct  mercantile  relations  with  it.  Much  might  be  said  about  the 
agreeableness  and  the  profit  of  such  direct  communication,  both  for  our  rising  manufactures 
and  for  his  country,  so  rich  in  materials  of  every  kind. 

"  But  it  was  an  entirely  different  cause  that  called  forth  our  unanimous  desire  to  beg  of  our 
esteemed  guest  the  honor  of  his  presence  on  this  occasion. 

**  This  cause  is  higher  than  material  interests  and  political  considerations. 

**  Our  fleet  appeared  in  America  during  the  past  year,  and  our  countrymen,  Russian  sea- 
men, were  received  by  the  Americans  with  such  hospitality  aud  such  marks  of  honor  as  have 
sunk  deep  into  our  heai'ts. 

**^o  matter  bow  worthy  might  have  been  the  representatives  of  our  navy ;  it  was  not  that 
which  called  forth  the  glad  greeting  of  their  hospitable  hosts. 

**The  people  of  America,  in  the  persons  of  our  countrymen,  honored  the  Russian  name. 
The  title  of  Russian  man  gave  the  right  to  be  received  by  them  with  open  arms.  Not  so  were 
we  then  regarded  by  other  nations. 

**  Love  of  our  cherished  native  land  is  dear  to  each  one  of  us  Russians ;  therefore  he  who 
lovee  Russia  has  the  full  and  inalienable  right  to  consider  us  all  as  sincerely  and  truly  de- 
voted to  him.  Aside  from  all  political  considerations,  the  Americans  have  shown,  by  their 
truly  friendly  reception,  that  Russia  was  dear  to  them^  and  Russians  welcome  to  their  shores. 

**  Filled  with  gn-atitude  to  the  citizens  of  the  great  American  republic,  let  us  raise  the  cup 
of  greeting,  and  drink  to  the  health  of  the  must  highly  esteemed  and  most  worthy  President 
of  the  United  States,  Andrew  Johnson." 

Amidst  the  storm  of  applause  with  which  this  toast  was  received  was  heard  the  music  of 
'*  Hail  Columbia,"  and  immediatelv,  with  the  permission  of  the  minister,  the  following  tele- 
gram was  sent  to  Liverpool,  to  be  &rwarded  to  Washington : 

*'  To  the  American  Consul  at  Liverpool,  England : 
**  Telegram  to  his  Excellency  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America : 
"  The  merchants  of  Moscow,  welcoming  to  their  city  the  minister  of  the  United  States, 

diink  to  the  health  of  your  excellency. 

**The  President  of  the  com^||tge@reception." 
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QeoeTal  Clay,  rising  from  his  seat,  spoke  as  follows :  * 

*'  Gentlemen:  I  am  unoxpectedlj  in  Moscow,  the  cradle  of  Russian  nationality. 

**  You  bad  already  prepared  this  entertainment  for  my  esteemed  friend,  Jeremiah  Onrtin, 
who  has  done  himself  the  honor  to  learn  your  magnificent  langua^.*  Nor  would  I  be  now 
present  upon  your  invitation  did  I  not  know  that  the  Russian  heart  is  larg«  enough  to  include 
ns  both. 

**I  gratefully  appreciate  and  accept,  for  myself  and  for  my  countrymen,  the  expressions  of 
cordial  friendship  which  the  citizens  of  Moscow  are  pleased  to  utter  towards  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  ' 

**  I  am  proud  to  hear  the  name  of  President  Andrew  Johnson  associated  with  that  of  Alex- 
ander II,  the  illustrious  sovereign  whom  God  has  given  to  our  times  for  the  good  of  Russia 
and  the  glory  of  all  the  aees. 

**  It  was  tne  fortune  of  both  of  these  rulers  of  two  great  nations  to  have  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  liberation  of  the  enslaved,  and  to  the  elevation  of  the  whole  people  to  equality  before  the 
law. 

"  I  cannot  but  regard  this  coincidence  as  the  work  of  that  Providence  which  inscrutably  de- 
signs and  ev«r  advances,  in  monarchies  and  in  republics,  the  liberties  and  the  civilization  of  the 
'  human  race. 

'*Let  us  bow  in  reverend  submission  to  the  divine  will,  and  hold  the  friendship  between 
the  people  of  Russia  and  America,  which  He  has  indelibly  written  in  the  annals  of  history, 
sacred  as  the  family  hearthstone,  as  the  love  of  country,  and  as  that  honor  which,  though  often 
reddened  with  the  blood  of  the  heroic  martyrs  of  liberty,  yet  lives  forever  untarnished. ' 

After  thoHO  words,  which  were  listened  to  with  the  fullest  sympathy  expressed  in  prolonged 
applause,  Mr.  M.  A.  Gorboff  made  the  following  speech :  ^ 

^*  To  me  is  reserved  the  honor  of  welcoming  you,  in  the  name  of  the  merchants  of  Moscow, 
to  greet  you  as  the  honored  guest  of  our  city,  and  as  the  representative  of  a  nation  which  has 
so  Often  and  so  solemnly  declared  its  sympathy  with  us  Russians. 

**  Sincerely  do  I  re^et  that  I  must  speak  in  a  language  foreign  to  you. 

'*  Heartily  do  I  wish  that,  in  the  accents  of  this  strange  tongue,  the  expressions  of  that  sym- 
pathy, with  which  we  look  upon  everything  that  redounds  to  the  honor,  the  glory,  and  the  profit 
of  the  people  who  have  empowered  you  to  be  their  representative  in  Russia,  might  not  fall 
meaningless  upon  your  ear. 

**  We  citizens  of  Moscow  value  most  highly  this  opportunity  of  repaying,  in  the  most 
Russian  of  Russian  cities,  even  a  part  of  that  debt  which  we  owe  for  the  kindness  and  hos- 
pitalitv  with  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  received  our  fellow-countrymen. 

**  Wishing  now  as  private  citizens,  in  this  our  private  socbty,  to  give  utterance  only  to  our 
own  views  and  feelings,  we  think  it  proper  to  declare  that  this  expression  of  national  sym- 
pathy in  both  our  countries  is  not,  like  many  official  phrases,  an  empty  commonplace.  At 
the  bottom  of  it  lie  deep  traits  of  resemblance  in  the  position,  the  mterests,  and  tbq  pecu- 
liarities of  both  nations,  elements  which  are  destined  to  influence  the  future  history  of  both 
Russia  and  America,  and  through  it  the  fate  of  the  world. 

**  My  words  are  not  popular  vaunting^ ;  in  them  is  cofltained  our  historical  faith.  Two 
Colossnses,  Russia  and  the  great  States  of  North  America,  with  their  boundlei«s  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, their  various  population,  and  their  immense  national  resources,  lie  like  two  insolvable 
problems  before  the  ancient  powers  of  £urope. 

**  But  we  belie /e  that  the  solution  of  these  problems  will  be  to  give  both  countries  in  the 
future  such  a  significance  as  is,  perhaps,  without  example  in  the  history  of  nations  before 
our  time.  Both  you  and  me  can  point  with  the  same  feelings  of  just  pride  to  those  mighty 
evidences  of  interior  vitality  which  both  people  have  ever  shown  when,  relying  on  their  own 
strength,  they  proudly  rejected  all  foreign  interference. 

"  General  Ulay*s  reference  to  similar  reforms  reminds  me  of  similar  trials.  Notwithstanding 
the  different  measures  called  forth  by  these  events,  there  is  a  remarkable  similarity  in  the 
triumph  which  with  which  both  nations  Issued  from  their  difficulties 

'^riere  I  cannot  but  express  our  joy  at  the  manner  in  which  Russia  put  an  end  to  internal 
disturbances.  And  of  Ainerica  I  would  say,  can  that  people  think  of  their  future  without 
pride,  which,  in  the  first  year  after  the  close  of  a  war  unexampled  in  history,  has  changed 
m  its  budget  one  hundred  and  twelve  millions  of  deficit  to  one  hundred  and  eleven  millions 
of  excess  7  I  remember  these  facts  set  forth  with  such  ^nd  simplicity  by  your  President, 
because  to  us  manufacturers  financial  questions  are  especially  near  and  easy  to  be  understood. 
*  After  this  involuntary  digression,  I  shall  endeavor  to  express  the  sentiments  of  all  Russians 
present  ^ 

**  We  thyik  that  in  this  consciousness  of  inexhaustible  national  power  is  contained  the 
source  of  that  sympathy  which  draws  the  people  of  the  two  countries  together,  and  from  that 
grand  impartiality  with  which  both  the  governments  and  the  public  opinion  of  both  Russia 
and  America  treat  questions  of  mutual  internal  interests,  freedom  of  internal  action  in  each 
country. 

'*  From  this  trust  in  themselves,  from  this  "Sympathy  of  the  powerftil  with  the  powerful,  is 
to  be  attributed  in  part  the  fact  that  neither  American  nor  Russian  industry  and  commerce 
have  suffered  firom  selfish  attacks  of  one  country  upon  the  other,  similar  to  those,  for  ex- 
ample, which  recently  were  directed  against  our  rising  manufactures  by  our  European 
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* 
neiehboTB,  and  wblcb  we  merehants  of  Moscow  have  been  ob1i|i^  to  ward  off  as  well  as  we 
could.    Yon  Aroericans  bave  never  regarded  oar  saccesses,  as  many  European  nations  do, 
with  enry  and  apprefaension; 

"  Therefore  it  is  that  ve  citizens  of  Moscow  honor  in  your  person  the  noble  and  jnst  Ameri* 
can  nation,  which  ift  at  the  same  time  fully  conscious  of  its  own  strength  and  foreign  to  all 
envy. 

'*  Therefore  it  is  that  we  look  so  sympathizingly  on  the  reunion  of  all  the  bright  stars  on 
Tour  glorious  flag.  We  are  conscious  tliat  both  vou  and  we  may  quietly  await  the  future, 
believing,  in  the  words  of  your  illustrious  President,  *that  many  incidents,  wbich  from  a 
speculative  point  of  view  might  raise  alarm,  will  auietly  settle  themselves.' 

**  With  this  conviction  I  beg  permission  to  uuite  in  one,  two  toasts,  near  and  dear  to  all  the 
best  hearts  in  the  boundless  extent  of  our  fatherlauds — to  unite  in  one  a  toast  for  the  prosperity, 
unity,  and  extension  of  the  powerful  and  glorious  United  States  of  North  America,  with  a 
toast  for  the  flourishing  through  ages  of  our  orthodox  Russia." 

In  two  parts  of  this  speech  the  speaker  was  interrupted  by  the  prolonged  cheers- of  all 
the  Russians  present  at  the  dinner — namely,  where  he  spoke  of  tne  historical  g^reatness 
awaiting  Russia  and  America,  and  of  the  sympathy  of  the  Americans  with  the  successes  of 
Russia,  in  comparison  with  the  position  towaras  her  of  other  nations. 

To  this  speech,  after  which  was  played  the  "  Star  Spangled  Banner,*'  Mr.  Curtin,  the 
secretary  of  legation,  answered  in  the  Russian  language  as  follows : 

*'  Gentlemen:  As  my  superior,  General  Clay,  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Russia,  is  unncouainted  with  your  Unguage,  and  as  thanks  for  a  Russian  greet' 
log  are  not  to  be  thought  of  in  a  strange  tongue,  it  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to  answer 
your  words  of  welcome  in  your  own  motner  tongue. 

"  With  ifly  whole  soul  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have  shown  my  country.  Knowii^ 
how  dear  Russia  is  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  surround  me  here,  I  have  the  assurance  that  this 
toast  for  the  prosperity  of  Russia  and  America,  and  for  the  continuance  of  their  mutual 
friendship,  is  indeed  no  mere  empty  words,  but  a  sincere  and  joyful  greeting. 

•*  For  me  and  for  every  one  of  my  countrymen  nothing  could  be  pleasanter  than  this  gen- 
erous toast  which  I  hear  to-day  in  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Russian  emperors. 

**  In  the  lystoTy  of  our  relations  with  foreign  powers,  for  us  Americans  the  brightest  fact  is 
the  unshaken  friendship  and  kind  disposition  to  us  of  the  Russian  people.  In  this  kind  dis- 
position we  rejoice ;  this  friendship  we  highly  prize. 

**  In  an  hour  of  bitter  trial  the  friendship  of  Russia  did  not  betray  us.  From  her  we  beard 
words  of  sympathy  and  encouragement.  These  words  are  engraven  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people.    We  can  never  forget  them. 

**Our  friendship  is  not  the  result  of  accident  nor  caprice.  It  is  founded  on  permanent  and 
natural  principles,  and  of  such  a  character  that  we  may  rely  .on  its  continuance  and  de- 
velopment. 

**  we  are  bound  together  by  pleasant  memories,  by  mental  sympathies,  and  by' religious 
tendencies. 

*'  It  is  known  to  us  that  in  NemTork,  at  the  present  time,  a  Russian  church  is  about  to  be 
built  with  Russian  and  American  money.  As  regards  material  relations,  now  occurs  to 
me  that  actual  union  of  our  countries  in  the  career  of  progress,  where  Russia  and  America 
have  joined  hands.  I  speak  of  the  Russian  and  American  telegraph,  an  enterprise  of  world- 
wide si^ificance.  I  was  in  the  United  States  when  that  bright  thought,  now  in  course  of 
realization,  was  first  conceived.  I  remember  the  sympathy,  the  unfeigned  enthusiasm  with 
which  it  was  received,  and  I  can  boldly  say  that  never  has  an  undertaking  had  such  popu- 
larity as  the  proposed  union  of  your  fatherland  with  mine. 

'*  My  countrymen  are  waiting  impatiently  for  that  moment  when,  expressing  their  feelings 
of  respect  and  gratitude,  the  I^esiaent  of  the  United  States  shall  send  upon  the  newly  con- 
structed line  his  greeting  to  the  Russian  Emperor. 

**Tou  have  spoken  of  the  past  and  the  future  of  Russia  and  America.  To  this  I  answer 
that  for  the  past  we  hafe  no  reason  to  blush,  and  for  the  future  we  need  not  fear.  In  the 
past,  with  unsbalien  reliance  on  God,  both  Russia  and  America  have  battled  for  inde- 
pendence from  foreign  power,  against  foreign  interference  in  whatever  form  it  might  appear. 
With  what  results  is  known  to  the  world ;  and  it  is  our  prayer  that  as  the  Lord  has  beea 
merciful  to  our  fathers,  so  may  He  be  to  us  and  to  our  posterity. 

**  In  the  future,  knowing  each  other  better,  we  shall  draw  still  closer  together ;  for  I  am  sure 
that  if  my  countrymen  knew  Russia,  even  as  I  know  her,  they  would  love  her  still  more 
than  they  do  now. 

**The  year  that  I  have  spent  in  Russia  is  one  of  the  pleasant^t  of  all  my  life.  My  only 
regret  is  that  I  am  not  able  to  express  even  a  small  part  of  those  feelings  which  I  entertain 
towards  you  and  your  country. 

*'I  am  still  an  insufficient  master  of  the  Russian  tongue,  and  say  only  that  which  I  can, 
not  that  which  I  could  wish  to  say.  But  I  rejoice  that  here  in  ancient  Moscow,  on  the 
hearth-stone  of  Russian  hospitality,  I  can  give  you,  in  Russian  words  at  least,  my  soul- 
felt  thanks  for  your  friendship  to  my  country,  for  your  kindness  and  your  noble  hospitality 
to  myself,  and  it  shall  ever  be  the  brightest  recollection  of  niy  life  that  I  have  been  the 
welcome  guest  of  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  famous  cities  of  which  histoi^y  makes  mention. 
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'*  Thanking  jou  omse  more  forjonr  kindness  and  hospitalltj,  in  closing  I  will  saj,  witk  one 
of  oar  Amencan  poets,  *  Gk>d  bless  the  great  empire  that  loves  oar  dear  Union ;  success  to 
her  people ;  long  hfe  to  her  Csar.*  ** 

Tnis  second  toast  for  the  Emperor  produced  great  effect.  The  orchestra  answered  it  with 
"God  preserve  the  Emperor.** 

Mr.  Curtin  spoke  with  great  feeling ;  more  than  once  his  voice  trembled  with  emotion ; 
the  warmth  of  his  sentiments  and  the  Russian  words  with  which  he  expressed  them,  carried 
away  all  hearers  to  enthusiasm;  Nearly  every  sentence  of  his  speech  was  interrupted  by 
dearening  plaudits,  and  long  after  its  close  the  guests  crowded  around  him,  hastening,  one 
before  another,  to  embrace  bim.  The  general  enthusiasm  was  increased  when,  amid  these 
rapturous  greetings,  Mr.  Rosanoff  asked  the  attention  of  the  audience  in  the  following 
words: 

"Gentlemen:  With  joy  we  have  drunk  the  health  of  our  dearly  beloved  Emperor, 
with  the  fullest  enthusiasm  to  the  health  of  the  American  President  and  for  the  prosperity 
of  Russia  and  the  United  States.  I  now  invite  you  to  raise  your  glasses  for  the  worthy 
representative  of  the  United  States,  our  honored  guest.  General  Clay.** 

In  a  moment  General  Clav  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  numbers  of  guests  desiring  to 
touch  glasses  with  him.  The  sounds  of  Russian,  English,  and  French  were  mingled  in  the 
speech  of  the  Moscovites  desiring  to  express  their  pleasure  at  seeing  in  their  city  such  an 
esteemed  guest 

The  mayor  of  the  dty,  Prince  Soherbatoff,  as  the  representative  of  all  classes  of  the  eairf- 
tal,  asked  permission  to  say  a  few  words.    He  spoke  m  the  following  language : 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  present  at  an  entertainment  the  object  of  which  is  to  honor  the  great 
American  nation  in  the  person  of  its  worthy  representative.  We  thank  our  honored  gueet 
for  having  conceived  the  happv  thought  of  visiting  Moscow,  our  ancient  ci^ntal.  Here  he 
ii(ill  become  acquainted  with  life,  espedally  Russian.  From  bis  words  it  is  evident  that  he 
already  values  it.  We  hope  that  General  Clay  will  bear  away  with  him  pleasant  impres- 
sions as  the  result  of  his  too  short  stay  among  us.  At  all  events  we  are  sure  that  he  is  con- 
vinced of  the  profound  respect  and  sincere  sympathy  of  the  Russian  people  with  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  The  mutual  respect  of  two  g^at  nations  is  the  best  bond  for  the 
preservation  of  unbroken — friendly  relations.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  propose  a  toast  lor 
the  continuance  of  the  sincere  friendship  between  Russia  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  the  honor  and  advantage  of  both  nations.** 

These  words  were  received  with  loud  acclamations ;  in  general  there  was  no  falling  off  of 
that  enthusiasm  which  accompanied  every  word  and  speech  which  contained  the  slightest 
reference  to  the  friendly  relations  between  Russia  and  America. 

It  was  very  natural  that  all  present  awaited  with  especial  impatience  the  toast  for  Ifr. 
Curtin,  whose  coming  to^Ioscow  was  the  original  cause  of  the  present  dinner,  and  whose 
Russian  speech  was  such  a  remarkable  and  fitting  ornament  to  the  occasion.  This  toast  for 
the  health  of  Yeremie  Davidovitc^  Curtin  the  committee  had  requested  Mr.  Gorboff  to  pro- 
pose, which  he  did  in  the  following  words : 

"  Gentlemen  :  Never  have  I  so  desired  to  speak  well  as  at  the  present  moment.  I  have 
no  speech  prepared,  and  that  which  I  could  wish  to  say  would  no  doubt  be  pleasant  for  you 
all.  But  what  need  have  I  of  a  speech  ?  I  feel  that  no  matter  how  early  I  might  have  be- 
gun it,  no  matter  how  I  might  have  labored  upon  it,  I  should  not  have  attained  that  warmth, 
that  force,  that  heartfelt  sympathy  which  we  nave  heard  in  those  expressions  flattering  to 
our  feelings,  and  which  we  have  heard  in  our  own  mother  tongue  in  the  speech  of  our  dear 
guest.  [Bravo .']  I  have  arisen  to  thank  this  guest,  whom,  to  the  great  gratification  of  .us 
all,  I  can  name  as  we  name  ourselves  in  Russian,  with  his  own  name  and  the  name  of  his 
father — to  thank  Yeremie  Davidovitch  *  Curtin.  [Bravo !  bravo !  ]  Permit  me,  gentlemen, 
permit  me;  again  you  have  interrupted  me;  what  remains  for  me  bow  to  do?  I  shall  do 
that  which  he  himself  has  done.  He  finished  his  beautiful  speech  with  verses  from  an  Amer- 
ican poet.  I  shell  finish  mine  with  a  line  from  the  greatest  of  our  poets.  Yeremie  Davido- 
vitch, neither  do  I  know,  nor  does  any  one  present  Know,  how  to  thiuik  you  as  we  could 
wish  for  all  that  you  have  said : 

"  *  Where  there  is  much  feeling  there  are  few  words. ' 
"  Gentlemen,  accept  my  simple  toast  to  the  health  of  a  dear  g^est  in  our  Moscow — to  the 
health  of  Yeremie  Davidovitch  Curtin.** 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  prevailing  enthusiasm  one  should  have  seen  with  what  sympathy 
all  drank  to  the  health  of^  Yeremie  Davidovitch. 

Next  in  order  came  the  speech  of  Mr.  Chetverikoff,  president  of  the  Exchange  oommitftee 
and  member  of  the  council  on  manufactures,  on  the  similarity  of  manufacturing  wants  and 
interests  in  Russia  and  the  United  States : 

"Gentlemen:  Not  alone  in  the  consciousness  of  power,  not  alone  in  a  great  future  is 
contained,  as  I  think,  the  similarity  of  our  position  with  that  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica. Permit  me  to  <sa11  your  attention  to  still  another  element  in  the  mutual  sympathy  be- 
tween the  laboring  classes  of  our  Russia  and  their  transatlantic  brethren— another  condi- 

*  In  RoMlan,  Initead  of  the  ftunily  name,  the  OhrisUaa  uame  and  that  of  the  perton'i  father,  with  the  addi* 
tioii  of  "  Tltch,"  meaning  eon,  ii  need.  ^, 
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tion,  which,  beinfif  the  same  for  the  United  States  and  for  us,  is  also  especially  near  to  mann- 
facturers  and  merchants,  and  therefore  a  fit  subject  for  mention  on  the  present  occasion : 
the  mAnufacturinj^  interests  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  our  own,  demand  at  the  present 
time  a  protective  tariff.  Our  merchants  and  the  producers  of  the  United  states  are  in  favor 
of  it,  not  from  obstinacy  nor  because  thej  are  led  away  by  false  theories.  The  question  of 
protective  systems,  and  unconditional  free  trade,  has  long  furnished  themes  for  dispute  be- 
tween localities  needing  foreign  raw  materials  for  manufactures,  and  those  more  favored 
lands  abounding  in  agricultural  products,  which  can  and  shoiild  widely  develop  home 
manufactures. 

**  These  countries,  gentlemen,  are  Russia  and  the  native  land  of  our  gpests;  they  both 
possess  similar  means  of  development,  and  for  that  reason  serve  as  an  object  of  attack  for 
the  theorists  of  the  whole  world.  But,  unfortunately,, disputes  of  this  kind  do  not  remain 
theories.  In  one  form  or  another  the  question  of  protecting  internal  jA'oductions  has  becouie 
at  the  present  time  a  vital  one  for  the  manufacturing  population  of  both  America  and  Russia. 
You  are  aware  that,  for  nearly  a  year,  a  permanent  committee  of  merchants  has  been  occu- 
pied in  preparing  an  answer  to  the  propo8ition  of  the  German  Zollvereiu  in  regard  to  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Russia.  During  all  this  time  I  have  taken  part  personally  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  various  data  in  all  branches  of  Russian  manufactures.  Our  task  is  done. 
The  result  of  our  investigations  is  before  the  public. 

'*ln  the  course  of  this  year  I  have  often  tnought  of  the  inductions  which  are  inevitable 
upon  an  examination  of  the  various  data  contained  in  this  collection  of  facts  concerning  our 
Russian  manufactures. 

'*  I  consider  myself  fortunate  in  being  able  to  express  the  inductions  which  I  have  made, 
and  in  the  truih  of  which  I  firmly  believe,  in  the  very  words  of  an  author  renowned  in  the 
literature  of  American  political  economy. 

**  Theorists  have  condemned  our  country  to  exclusively  agricultural  labor,  to  the  produc- 
tion of  raw  materials,  just  as  they  have  the  United  States.  *  But  where  there  are  no  manu- 
factures,* says  Carey,  *  the  farmer  will  always  be  the  victim  of  chance,  and  the  ruinous 
fluctuations  of  prices.*  Increase  of  internal  manufacture,  variety  of  occupations,  the  bring- 
ing together  of  producer  and  consumer,  are  what  Carey  demands  for  assuring  to  the  farmer 
a  regular  compensation  for  his  products  ;  this  he  demands  as  a  protection  against  destruc- 
tive mercantile  crises.  In  a  rational  protective  system,  he  sees  the  only  means  for  the  de- 
velopment of  prosperity  in  the  laboring  class  for  the  payment  of  the  immense  foreign  debt 
of  the  United  States  ;  salutary  demands,  which  may  be  repeated  without  change  in  Russia. 

**The  Russian  merchants  and  manufacturers  can  say  nothing  more  appropriate  than  this 
in  defence  of  our  home  manufactures.  It  is  painful  to  think  of  the  future  which  would  have 
awaited  Russia  and  America,  had  they  been  limited  to  the  production  of  raw  materials  for 
foreign  factories.  Of  what  use  is  a  fertile  soi4  and  a  boundless  t#ritory,  if  the  trade  in  grain 
and  other  agricultural  products  is  languishing  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  transport  and 
the  slow  movement  of  capital  ?  In  America,  according  to  Carey,  the  owners  of  railroads 
leading  from  the  west  suffer  a  continual  loss  in  the  transport  of  grain  for  the  only  purpose 
of  giviug  the  w^tern  farmer  an  opportunity  of  sending  his  grain  to  the  eastern  markets, 
and  balance  these  losses  by  the  profit  on  other  classes  of  freight.  With  us,  in  Russia, 
where  there  are  still  few  railroads,  the  farmer,  for  the  greater  part,  sells  his  grain  at  a  loss,  if 
we  count  the  actual  cost  of  its  production,  and  it  is  only  at  such  prices  Uiat  the  dealer  is 
able  to  transport  it  to  the  seaboard.  The  situation  is  the  same,  with  the  single  exception 
that  the  losses,  in  every  case,  ruinous  for  those  upon  whom  they  fall,  are  borne  by  dif- 
ferent persons. 

**  With  us  the  quality  of  raw  products  needs  improvement,  and  in  North  America,  says 
Carey,  the  development  of  a  home  market  is  indispensable  for  improving  the  products  of 
the  country. 

'*  The  yearly  influx  of  emigrants  to  the  United  States  in  search  of  an  occupation,  who,  not 
finding  it,  betake  themselves  to  agriculture,  causes  a  great  competition  in  the  production  of 
raw  materials.  In  Russia,  at  the  present  time,  the  eleven  millions  of  newly  freed  rural 
population  cannot  devote  all  their  unoccupied  time  to  agricultural  labor ;  in  summer  there  is 
work  enough  for  all ;  but  in  the  long  winter  months,  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  condemned 
to  involuntary  idleness.  Thus  we  see  there  are  many  similarities  in  the  position  of  national 
labor  in  both  couotiies.  In  relation  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Carey  very  justly  considers 
the  adherents  of  unconditional  free  trade  as  the  allies  of  England,  striving  to  make  her  the 
workshop  of  the  world,  in  order  to  manufacture  our  raw  materials,  and  send  back  to  ua 
again  the  products  of  our  own  fields  at  a  price  a  hundredfold  more  than  we  received  for 
them.  Even  our  continental  neighbors  have  bfgun  to  offer  their  services,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, we  Russians  cannot  consider  as  entirely  unselfish,  at  least  as  regards  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Zollvereiu,  of  which  I  have  already  spoken. 

**  Pardon  me,  gentlemen,  if  I  have  occupied  too  much  of  your  time  in  the  consideration  ot 
a  subject  important  to  us  all. 

"  Permit  me  to  offer  a  toast,  which  follows  as  a  natural  conclusion  from  what  I  have  said — 
a  toast  for  the  protection  and  development  of  home  manufactures,  in  Russia  and  in  the  United 
States,  and  tor  direct  mercantile  relations  between  the  markets  of  both  countries.  But  this 
in  impossible  without  ships.    Allow  me  to  add  a  third  toast:  Let  us  drink  to  the  restoration 
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of  the  merchant  fleet  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establishment  of  a  similar  fleet  in  our 
dear  God-preserved  Russia." 

General  Clay  answered  Mr.  Chetverikoff  in  the  following  speech,  which  was  heartily  ap- 
plauded by  all  the  hearers  : 

'*  GBNTLERffEN :  In  natural  science,  man  is  the  highest  type  of  animal  organization ;  his 
structure  and  growth  are,  of  all,  the  most  intricate  and  interesting.  How  much  more  intri- 
cate the  growth  and  structure  of  a  nation  which  groups  together  so  many  human  beings ! 
Statesmanship  is  the  most  profound  of  all  sciences,  and  the  most  noble  of  all  arts.  Most 
aptly  have  the  resemblances  of  Russia  and  America  been  set  forth  in  the  graphic  remarks 
w^hich  we  have  just  heard.  There  are  among  nations  as  among  individuals,  personal  and 
general  interests.  And,  as  in  municipal  organizations,  the  interest  of  each  is  forwarded  by 
the  advancement  of  all,  so  each  nation  has  a  common  share  in  the  welfare  of  all  the  nations. 
The  development  of  the  nation  comes  from  that  of  the  individuals,  so  must  the  development 
of  a  common  civilization  come  from  the  growth  of  each  people. 

**  The  first  want  of  a  nation  is  the  development  and  the  protection  of  labor,  which  is  the 
basis  of  all  its  other  wants.  Intellect  and  science  are  as  powerful  in  commerce  as  in  war. 
A  single  chemist  with  his  blow-pipe,  a  solvent,  some  sand  and  coloring  matter,  makes  enough 
brilliant  gewgaw  to  buy  most  oi  the  furs  and  other  raw  materials  produced  by  the  labor  of  a 
whole*  tribe  of  savages.  The  producer  uses  the  one-man  power,  toe  manufacturer  the  mil- 
lion-man power,  of  steam,  electricity,  chemistry,  and  all  the  natural  forces.  It  is  not  now 
worth  while  for  France  and  England  to  preach  the  gospel  pf  *  iree  trade '  to  Russia  and 
America.  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.  As  you  liave  truly  said,  there  were  no  stricter 
defenders  of  protective  tariffs  than  iVatace  and  England,  till  they  became  the  workshops  of 
the  world.  Now,  having  the  accumulated  capital  and  skill  of  ages,  powerful  to  break  aown 
bv  flooding  the  market  with  temporarily  cheap  goods  the  infant  manufactories  of  other  coun- 
tries, they  have  become  suddenly  the  advocates  of  free  trade.  The  manufacturing  chemists 
want  to  keep  in  perpetual  serfdom  us  savages  of  two  continents.  We  raise  the  cotton  aed 
the  tobacco.  England  and  France  desire  to  manufacture  them  into  thread,  calicos,  laces, 
and  into  snuff  and  cigars,  and  then,  over  a  quarter  of  the  earth*s  surface,  to  return  them  to 
us  at  ten  times  and  a  hundred  times  the  price  at  which  the  raw  materials  were  originally  * 
sold  by  the  planter.  'Let  us  take  the  single  article  of  cotton  and  follow  up  this  process  by 
which  England,  an  insignificant  isle,  has  become  the  centre  of  the  capital,  the  exchanges, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  world  The  pound  of  cotton  is  grown  in  Louisiana,  in  the  United 
States ;  it  is  ready  for  the  spindle,  but  the  spindle  is  in  Manchester,  England.  The  pound 
of  cotton  goes  by  wagon  to  the  nearest  steamboat  landing  or  railroad  depot,  and  pays  freight. 
Here  it  goes  into  a  warehouse,  and  into  the  hands  of  a  factor  or  commission  merchant ;  it 
pays  drayage,  insurance,  storage,  and  commission.  It  now  sets  out  again  for  some  seaport 
town  having  shipping  communication  with  Liverpool,  and  pays  a^ain  all  these  enumerated 
charges  and  freight;  and  after  again  repeating  the  same  routine  it  reaches  the  manufac- 
turer at  Manchester.  There  it  is  span,  woven,  and  colored ;  and  then,  after  duplicating  all 
these  before-named  charges,  and  adding  on  the  cost  of  manufacturing,  after  months  or  years 
the  same  pound  of  cotton  rcHches  the  planter  in  Louisiana,  increased  ten  and  ten  hundred 
times  in  price.  Now,  put  the  cotton  mills  and  looms  alongside  of  the  planter,  and  does  not 
every  one  see  that  all  tnese  charges,  except  the  single  cost  of  the  manufacturing,  is  saved  to 
the  producer?  And  should  the  planter  become  manufacturer,  the  whole  of  these  profits 
and  costs  are  saved  to  the  country,  which  would  otherwise  go  to  the  foreign  insurance  com- 
pany, the  ship-owner,  the  railroad  company,  the  commission  merchant,  the  banker,  and  the 
manufacturer.  And  what  has  been  said  of  the  pound  of  cotton  applies  also  to  the  bushel  of 
wheat ;  and  the  farmer  and  the  cotton  grower,  under  tree  trade,  sell  at  the  lowest  price,  and 
buy  at  the  highest  price.  By  bounties  or  a  tariff  upon  all  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
made  of  raw  matenals  of  home  growth,  you  transfer  the  factories  to  your  own  country  and 
build  up  your  own  industries  and  obey  the  laws  of  common-sense.  Under  the  leadership 
of  my  distinguished  relative,  Henry  Clay,  upon  these  principles  was  built  up  the  *  American 
system,*  so-called  in  opposition  to  the  free  traders,  who  were  the  real  defenders  of  British  in- 
terests. So  that,  by  the  protective  tariff,  we  have  become  the  rivals  of  England,  not  only  in 
our  own  markets,  but  in  all  the  world. 

*'  In  consequence  of  the  existence  of  slave  labor  in  the  south  our  tariff  system  benefited  only 
the  free  States,  and  the  south  continued  to  be  only  producers  of  the  raw  materials  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  The  consequence  was  that  a  four  years'  war  ruined  the  south, 
while  the  north  remains,  at  the  end  of  it,  as  flourishing  as  at  the  beginninj2^.  The  true  policy 
is  not  to  declare  absolutely  for  free  *  trade*  or  *  protection,*  but  to  subject  both  systems  to 
a  wise  statesmanship.  As  a  general  rule  every  nation  should  manufacture  its  own  raw 
products  into  the  highest  forms  of  value,  and  then  export  them  to  foreign  countries ;  that  is 
the  trade  which,  being  most  useful  to  each,  would  best  promote  the  common  interests  of  all 
the  nations. 

**What  I  regard  as  proper  objects  of  free  trade  are  what  we  cannot  produce  or  manufacture 
at  home.  I  would  take  my  ermine  from  Russia,  my  figs  from  Smyrna,  my  tea  from  China 
my  pepper  from  Java,  m^  silks  from  Italy,  my  truffles  from  France,  and  my  philanthropio 

'imerica  wants  is  universal  education  and  equality  before  the 


lectures  from  England.    What  America  ^ 
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law.  We  want  railroads  and  canals  and  freedom  of  interior  commerce.  From  these  will 
come  skilful  labor,  manufactures,  scientific  agriculture,  a  dense  population,  accumulated 
capital,  and  a  profitable  foreign  commerce.  Of  these  will  come  plenty  in  peace  and  power 
in  war. 

"For  Russia,  under  diffeit^nt  social  and  political  forms,  remain  the  same  principles,  and  « 
similar  policy,  and  the  same  destiny.  My  aspirations  are  for  her  continued  growtn  from  the 
roots  of  her  long-planted  civilization. 

**One  God,  one  government,  one  language,  and  one  undivided  nation  forever!  '* 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Clay's  speech,  Mr.  Chijoff,  one  of  the  invited  guests,  made  the 
following  remarks : 

'*  Gentlemen  :  Thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  having  invited  me  to  the  present  dinner 
in  honor  of  our  esteemed  guests,  I  beg  your  permission  to  say  a  few  words  concerning  the 
-  siniilarities  of  their  great  country  and  ours.  These  similarities  have  often  been  remarked.  They 
are  so  numerous  and  so  sigp[iificant  that  De  Tocqueville,  upwards  of. thirty  years  ago,  on  one  of 
the  last  pages  of  his  famous  work,  **  Democracy  in  America,"  pointed  to  Kussia  and  America 
as  the  two  colossi  destined  to  solve  the  great  problem  of  the  future ;  and  of  a  truth  we  have 
much  in  common  which  belongs  to  us  alone. 

*''  Both  we  and  the  United  States  have  increased  and  grown  to  gigantic  size  without  foreijg^n 
aid.  Europe  looks  upon  us  both  with  an  unfriendly  eye^  while  neither  Kussia  nor  America 
have  ever  coveted  an  inch  of  her  territory,  nor  thought  of  violent  interference  in  her  politics. 
We  have  never  made  demand  upon  her  nor  asked  ot  her  a  favor.  We  Russians  and  Ameri- 
cans give  a  hospitable asylunf  to  her  overflowing  population;  we  share  with  her  our  gran- 
aries, and  give  ner  a  market  for  her  luxuries. 

**  Having  been  the  editor  of  a  journal  devoted  to  political  economy,  I  have  been  most  struck 
with  the  similarity  of  ideas  upon  this  science  in  both  Russia  and  America. 

**  Many  of  us,  yielding  to  the  influence  of  the  doctrines  of  western  Europe,  proclaim  a  com- 
pHete  cosmopolitanism  in  manufactures  and  commerce,  forgetting  that  witn  us  the  conditions 
of  labor  are  more  difficult,  on  account  of  climate,  sparse  population,  and  immense  distances, 
so  that  knowledge  is  acquired  at  a  much  higher  pnce.  We  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  leave 
this  costly  labor  without  protection  from  labor  much  cheaper.  And  it  is  impossible  and  un- 
just to  condemn  our  laboring  brethren  to  be  the  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for 
Europe,  according  to  the  friendly  advice  of  our  neighbors. 

**  Europe  furnishes  both  Russia  and  America  not  with  the  necessaries  but  the  luxuries  of 
life,  consequently  if  we  are  blinded  by  her  teachings  we  oppress  our  laborers  for  Hie  pleasure 
of  a  small  class  who  know  neither  want  nor  the  suffering  of  never-ending  toil. 

"  Having  been  a  servant  of  science  from  my  youth,  1  desire  here  to  make  an  explanation. 
Science  is  not  at  fault,  nor  European  teachings,  but  we  ourselves.  Political  economy  as  a 
science  grew  up  on  the  soil  of  western  Europe,  and  generalized  her  laws  from  the  phenomena 
of  western  European  life.  Appearing  upon  the  virgin  soil  of  two  immense  countries,  she  had 
to  deal  with  new  elements.  It  is  our  duty  to  apply  her  laws  to  the  new  situation,  and  not 
slavishly  to  subject  ourselves  to  the  teachings  of  others.  I  will  not  enter  into  an  explanation 
of  the  causes  of  our  subjection.  Europe,  from  the  time  of  the  middle  ages,  by  means  of  the 
strictest  trade  regulations  and  by  Draconian  laws  for  the  protection  of  labor,  stopping  neither 
at  the  cutting  on  of  hands  nor  even  at  the  death  penalty  itself,  succeeded  in  bringing  manu- 
&ctures  to  a  nigh  degree  of  technical  perfection. 

**The  people  of  the  United  States  and  of  Russia  proceed  more  simply,  and  dispense  with 
these  harsh  measures;  and  God  grant  that,  without  the  past  cruelties  of  Europe,  we  shall  at- 
tain the  same  results  by  the  simple  protection  of  home  labor.  To  the  honor  of  America  be  it 
said,  that  the  learned  Carey  has  shown  most  clearly  and  convincingly  that  the  highest  and 
truest  indications  of  science  are  to  be  attained  not  by  slavish  submission  to  theory,  but  by  a 
profound  consideration  of  the  wants  of  national  labor.  While  Europe  and  her  adherents  on 
DOth  hemispheres  looked  with  ridicule  and  contempt  on  our  protection  of  home  labor,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures,  she,  not  unmindful  of  her  own  interests,  demanded  of  America  and 
of  us  complete  submission  to  her  so-called  free  trade.  Against  these  demands  the  American 
Carey  boldly  raised  the  banner  of  protection  for  home  labor  of  every  description.  Thank  God 
this  banner  is  winning  mora  and  more  adherents  every  day,  and  bringing  the  so-called  free 
traders  on  both  continents  to  their  senses.  They  are  beginning  to  see  in  the  manufacturer 
and  tradesman  not  a  heartless  egotist,  sacrificing  everything  to  his  own  gain,  but  an. active 
and  genuine  promoter  of  his  countiy^s  interests. 

"To  the  American  scholar  Carey,  whom  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  among  us  a  few 
years  ago,  belongs  the  honor,  if  not  of  raising  this  banner,  of  supporting  it  most  efficiently  and 
successfully ;  and  the  last  American  tariff  is  a  national  recognition  of  the  benefits  of  Mr.  Carey's 
teachings. 

**  Gentlemen,  I  propose  a  toast  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Carey,  as  the  able  defender  of  home 
labor  in  all  its  forms." 

Mr.  Azenhoff,  a  Moscow  manufacturer,  called  attention  to  the  other  side  of  the  question 
in  the  following  speech : 

*'  Gentlemen:  So  much  has  already  been  said  that  I  am  afraid  to  exhaust  your  patience,  but 
I  beg  you  will  allow  me  one  moment.     We  have  just  drunk  the  health  of  *Mr.  Carey,  as  an 
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advocate  of  the  protective  sjstem ;  but  allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  say  tiiat  Mr.  Carey  consid- 
ers tbis  system  a  mere  temporary  measure,  as  a  means  to  develop  home  industry ;  here  oc- 
curs to  me  another  authority — one  nearer  home — one  of  the  guests  of  the  present  dinner — a 
member  of  the  committee  which  has  framed  the  answer  to  the  proposition  of  the  Zollverein 
one  of  our  leading  manufacturers,  the  esteemed  Mr.  Morogoff.  A  few  days  ago,  in  conver- 
sation, he  gave  utterance  to  the  following  maxim :  'A  tariff  should  serve  as  a  barometer  of 
the  development  of  manufactures  in  a  country.' 

**  Supported  by  these  two  authorities,  a  theoretical  one  abroad,  and  a  practical  one  at  home, 
I  ofier  a  toast,  with  the  wish  that  Russia  and  America  may  attain  such  an  industrial  devel- 
opment that,  instead  of  fearing,  they  shall  desire  free  trade." 

The  long  series  of .  speeches  was  closed  by  the  following  toast  from  Mr.  Yakunachikoff, 
president  of  the  council : 

Gentlemen  :  Afler  many  toasts  and  greetings,  I  beg  your  attention  for  one  moment.  The 
present  festival  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  place  where  our  children  are  educated. 
We  are  within  the  walls  of  the  Mercantile  Academy,  an  institution  which,  like  the  schools 
of  the  United  States,  is  supported  by  private  means. 

**  Devoted  to  this  institution  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  from  feelings  of  affection,  I  value  the 
present  rare  moment,  whidi  affords  us  an  opportunity  to  give  oar  b^t  wishes  for  the  success 
of  commercial  education.  * 

'*  Gentlemen,  I  propose  a  toast  for  the  success  and  progress  of  commercial  education  in  the 
national  spirit,  on  sound  principles,  for  the  good  pf  our  country.'* 

After  these  words,  i)ronounced  with  much  spirit,  and  received  with  hearty  applause,  Mr. 
Gorboff  asked  permission  to  fill  the  glasses  once  more,  and  said : 

"  Gentlemen,  we  have  finished  all  the  toasts  jproposed,  but  there  still  remains  one  obligatory 
on  us  all  in  the  present  moment  Having  said  so  much  about  protection  of  industry,  accu- 
mulation of  wealth,  extension  of  commercial  relations,  and  building  of  fleets,  we,  sittiuff 
here,  without  care  or  sorrow  at  the  present  happy  moment,  in  this  hall  so  beautifully  warmed 
and  lighted,  should  not  forget  those  by  whose  toil-hardened  hands  our  wealth  is  collected, 
our  wares  manufactured,  our  fleets  and  cities  built,  and  all  the  material  wonders  of  civiliza- 
tion created.  My  toast  is  as  follows :  Let  us  raise  our  glasses,  flowing  to  the  brim,  and 
with  one  soul  and  one  heart,  let  us  wish  uninterrupted  and  general  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  toiling  laborers  of  all  the  world,  no  matter  to  woat  nation  thev  may  belong." 

The  sentiment  of  this  toast  touched  the  heart  of  the  hearers,  and  a  burst  of  applause 
eloquently  expressed  the  sympathy  of  all. 

About  8  o'clock  the  guests  began  to  leave  the  table,  when  suddenly  their  attention  was 
arrested  by  Mr.  Chijofi;  who  repeated  the  greeting  of  the  late  Mr.  Altsakoff  to  Moscow,  in 
verse.  So  great  was  the  satisfiiction  of  the  hearers,  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  a  second 
time. 

The  short  interval  between  dinner  and  the  departure  of  the  guests  was  employed  in  listen- 
ing^ to  a  few  national  songs,  sung  by  the  choir  of  Molchanoff. 

-Oar  national  songs  so  pleased  General  Clay  that  he  requested  that  both  songs  and  music 
be  given  him. 

On  the  General's  departure  from  the  hall  an  album  of  photographic  views  of  Moscow  and 
the  history  of  the  Moscow  Practical  Academy  of  Commercial  Science  were  presented  to  him. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  100.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  February  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  183,  enclosing  letters  to  the  governor  elect  and  to 
the  provisional  governor  of  Alabama,  is  received,  and  thej  have  all  been  read 
with  great  pleasure. 

Whilst  no  one  would  have  been  more  pleased  than  myself  to  see  the  question 
of  negro  and  all  other  soffrage  finally  settled,  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
the  President  is  following  a  legitimate  and  necessary  policy  in  allowing  the 
retom  of  the  rebel  States  into  the  Union  so  soon  as  they  purge  themselves  of 
treason.  I  have  always  held,  as  you  know,  that  rebellion  could  not  destroy  a 
State  except  by  successftd  revolution,  and  armed  force  being  suppressed,  the 
ori^nal  status  quo  revives. 

I  claim  to  have  conceived  and  expressed  this  idea  by  the  dictum  that  **  if  one 
loyal  citizen  remained,  he  is  the  State."    The  Union  once  restored,  we  may 
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safely  leave  sabordinate  issaee  to  time  and  to  the  good  sense  of  the  American 
peopje. 

1  rusting  that  the  President  may  succeed  in  the  pacific  and  legal  policy  which 
he  has,  thus  far,  so  successfully  initiated,  I  should  yet  deem  it  a  mistake  if  some 
eminent  example  was  not  made  of  those  who  have  attempted  in  our  system  State 
rights,  secession,  and  Mexican  pronunciamientos. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  101.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  February  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  184  is  received,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  I  have  read  with  great  interest  Mr.  McCulloch's  able 
report,  for  which  his  Fort  Wayne  speech  had  already  prepared  me.  His  views 
are,  in  my  opinion,  rigidly  correct,  and  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  great  misfortune  if 
Congress  does  not  at  once  carry  out  his  policy.  The  currency  must  be  reduced 
till  it  comes  to  par  with  gold.  And  I  am  also  in  favor  of  taxation  and  redemption 
of  principal  and  interest  of  our  debt  by  immediate  and  steady  effort.  1  dissent 
only  from  the  Secretary's  idea  that  our  bonds  should  not  be  held  abroad. 

In  old  countries,  where  production  has  reached  its  maximum,  a  large  foreign 
debt,  especially  for  unproductive  expenditures,  would  be  oppressive,  if  not  ruin- 
ous. But  in  our  country,  full  of  undeveloped  resources,  capital  borrowed  at 
something  like  six  per  centum  per  annum  could  be  employed  In  reproductive 
expenditure  for  some  centuries,  yet,  perhaps,  with  eminent  advantage  to  our  whole 
people ;  for  that  is  one  reason  I  desire  to  see  the  Secretary's  policy  carried  out. 
Our  credit  would  be  at  once  established  in  Europe,  and  an  immense  number  of 
our  bonds  would  be  still  taken  here.  As  we  have  been  fortunate  in  our  generals, 
so  now  we  may  pride  ourselves  upon  our  finance  ministers.  I  am  sure  S.  P. 
Chase  was  the  right  man  for  the  war  expenditures,  as  H.  McCulloch  will  prove 
to  be  the  right  man  for  the  peace  establishment. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  102.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

jS^.  Petersburg,  Russia,  February  22, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  report  of  the  anniversary  dinner 
(18th  of  February  instant,  translated  from  the  French  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Journal,  the  official  paper  of  to-day)  of  the  Marine  Assembly.  Mr.  J.  Curtin 
and  myself  were  informally  invited,  but  the  whole  proceeding,  I  understand,  was 
approved  by  his  imperial  Majesty  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

0.  M,  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — ^This  society  is  a  regulation  assembly  of  the  whole  marine. 
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[Translation.] 

Onr  f^to  of  the  6th  February,  on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the 
assembly  of  the  fleet,  has  been  this  year  more  animated  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  the  representative  of  our  friends  beyond  the  sea,  General  Clay,  minister  of  the 
United  States.  At  dinner,  the  first  toast  was  g^iven  in  honor  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor; 
and,  as  is  always  the  case,  this  toast  was  applauded  with  loud  hurrahs.  Toasts  were  then 
given  in  honor  of  his  imperial  highness  the  Grand  Admiral,  the  minister  of  the  marine,  and 
of  the  commandant  in  chief  of  the  port  of  Cronstadt.  Then  was  drunk  the  health  of  the 
Ajnerican  guest.  General  Clay.  Admiral  Lessonsky  delivered  on  the  occasion  a  discourse, 
in  which  he  succeeded  in  admirably  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Russians  towards  the 
American  nation,  as  well  as  the  great  satisfaction  which  we  have  felt  in  hearing  of  the  end 
of  the  internal  struggle  of  our  good  friends. 

The  admiral  closed  his  speech  by  thanking  the  American  minister,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  Russian  navy,  for  the  very  cordial  reception  given  them  while  their  fleet  was  in  his 
country  in  J  864. 

Mr.  Clay  responded  to  Admiral  Lessonsky  that  the  American  nation  duly  appreciated  our 
friendship,  and  that  it  would  always  remember  that,  in  the  most  sad  moments  of  the  civil 
war,  while  the  western  powers  were  engaged  in  sustaining  the  rebels,  Russia,  like  a  true 
friend,  maintained  its  ancient  relations.  Mr.  Clay  added,  that  he  was  sure  time  would  only 
bind  more  closely  the  ties  of  sympathy  which  united  the  two  great  nations ;  and  he  pro- 
posed to  drink  to  the  durability  of  those  ties. 

Admiral  Popow  toasted  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  and  Admiral  Lessonsky  the  citizens 
of  New  York  and  Boston. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  by  a  toast  in  honor  of  the  people  of  Moscow,  to  whom,  he  added,  he 
had  been  able  lately  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  Americans  towards  the  Russian  nation. 
After  which  was  drunk  the  health  of  Admiral  Lessonsky  and  Popow,  the  representatives  of 
the  Russian  fleets  in  America  in  1864. 

Finally,  the  dignity  of  honorary  member  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Navy  of  Cronstadt  was 
bestowed  upon  the  minister  of  America. 

When  all  the  toasts  and  speeches  upon  the  amicable  relations  of  Russia  and  America 
were  finished,  Admiral  Popow  spoke  to  call  to  mind  all  that  the  grand  admiral,  who  is  so 
dear  to  all  our  navy,  has  done  for  the  Russian  fleet.  The  hurrahs  which  unanimously  fol- 
lowed these  words  were  the  best  testimony  of  the  gratitude  which  we  bear  for  the  grand 
duke.  Finally,  Admiral  Lessonsky,  rising,  set  forth  in  a  few  words  the  immense  benefits 
which  our  much  loved  sovereign  had  heaped  upon  Russia,  and  oflered  anew  a  toast  to  the 
health  **of  the  father  and  of  the  liberator  of  Russia.**  The  national  hymn,  mingling  with 
the  loud  hurrahs  which  this  last  toast  received,  worthily  closed  the  banquet. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  104.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  'Petersburg,  Russia^  February  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  now  enclose  the  comments  caused  by  the  Moscow  -dinner,  translated 
from  the  Russian  press  by  Secretary  Curtin. 

In  a  few  days  he  will  have  ready  extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  western 
powers  upon  the  same  subject. 

You  will  judge  whether  they  should  be  given  to  the  American  journals. 
It  is  believed  here  that  the  entente  cardial e  thus  shown  between  Russia  and 
America  will  not  be  without  its  moral  force  in  your  settlement  of  the  Monroe 
doctrine. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Extracts  from  the  Russian  press,  collected  and  translated  by  Jeremiah  Curtin, 
[From  the  Journal  de  St.  Petersburg,  October  4,  1865.] 

We  have  communicated  to  our  readers  with  equal  haste  and  satisfaction  the  excellent 
news  which  we  have  just  received  from  America.  The  work  of  pacification  goes  on  with 
that  rapidity,  that  energy,  that  practical  good  sense,  which  the  Americans  ever  bring  to  all 
their  undertakings.  In  both  north  and  south  the  people  seem  to  have  cast  aside  all  ani- 
mosity, all  bitterness,  all  desire  for  revenge,  and  to  think  only  of  re-establishing  the  Union, 
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and  repairing  the  calamitons  conseanences  of  a  fratricidal  stm^e.  From  bis  retirement, 
where  De  has  gfone  to  cultivate  bis  lands,  General  Lee,  after  distinguishing  bimse^  at  the 
bead  of  300,000  men,  bj  a  resistance  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  warfare,  accepts  with 
submission  the  decrees  of  Providence,  and  has  just  addressed  a  letter  to  his  fellow- citizens,  * 
in  which  he  exhorts  them  to  do  everything  which  lies  in  their  power  to  re-establish  peace 
and  harmonv.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  just  received  delegates  from  nine 
States,  and  nos  answered  their  assurances  of  renewed  attachment  to  the  Union  with  a  warm 
cordiality.  **  All  I  desire***  says  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  American  people,  "  all  I  ask 
of  the  north,  the  south,  the  east^  and  the  west,  is  to  assist  me  in  maintaining  and  carrying 
out  the  principles  of  the  Constitution."  [Here  follows  the  continuation  of  the  President's 
answer  to  the  above-mentioned  delegfates.  ] 

Facts  show  the  sincerity  of  these  noble  words ;  they  show  that  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington is  proceeding  without  delay  to  heal  the  nation's  wounds,  the  seriousness  of  which  ib 
acknowledged  with  a  most  praiseworthy  frankness. 

The  dismissal  of  the  army  proceeds  on  a  grand  scale.  Not  only  is  this  army  to  be  re- 
duced from  800,000  to  75,000  men,  but  the  President  is  about  to  intrust  the  maintenance  of 
order  and  public  safety  to  certain  southern  States,  as  is  proven  by  his  letter  to  Greneral 
Slocum,  of  Mississippi. 

The  federal  government  has  honored  all  its  financial  engagements.  The  interest  on  the 
immense  debt  contracted  during  the  war  is  paid  with  rigorous  punctuality ;  and,  thanks  to 
the  commercial  activity  of  the  country,  all  expenses  have  been  met  by  the  custom-house 
receipts  alone. 

The  Moniteur  Fran^ais  declares  with  all  the  authority  of  an  oflSeial  organ,  "While  the 
government  at  Washington  pursues  a  peace  policy  with  regard  to  internal  affairs,  it  also 
takes  a  similar  course  in  its  foreign  relations." 

This  happy  issue  of  one  of  the  most  formidable  crises  that  a  nation  has  ever  undergone, 
fills  us  with  a  sincere  joy ;  but  it  does  not  surprise  us,  for  it  had  been  foreseen  and  predicted 
by  our  government.  From  the  very  beginning  of  this  crisis,  when  the  mjost  sinister  or  least 
mendly  opinions  were  heard  on  all  sides  as  to  its  issues,  the  imperial  governmeut  expressed 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  **the  sincere  prayers  of  the  Emperor  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  grand  structure  rai.sed  with  so  much  labor,  and  so  rich  in  promises  of  the 
future,  his  confidence  in  the  practical  good  sense  of  the  citizens  of  the  Union,  who  are  such 
competent  judges  of  their  own  true  intere.«<ts."  His  imperial  Majesty  was  pleased  to  ex- 
press his  conviction  *'  that  the  members  of  the  federal  goicemment  and  the  influential  men 
of  both  parties  would  seize  every  occasion  and  use  every  effort  to  allay  the  ferment  of  pas- 
sions.*'* These  prayers  have  been  heard,  these  predictions  have  been  justified  by  reality. 
Upon  this  Russia  truly  congratulated  herself,  for  she  is  penetrated  by  the  following  truths, 
which  were  also  expressed  in  the  documents  in  question : 

**The  American  Union  is  in  our  eyes  not  only  an  element  essential  to  the  political  balance 
of  power,  but  it  is  a  nation  to  which  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  devoted  the  most  friendly 
interest.  The  two  countries  being  placed  at  the  extremity  of  two  hemispheres,  and  both  in 
the  ascendant  period  of  their  development,  seem  called  to  a  natural  alliance  of  interests  and 
sympathies,  of^  Vhich  they  have  already  given  so  many  mutual  testimonials." 

[From  the  Moscow  News,  January  1,  1866  ] 

The  past  year  (1865)  has  not  been  so  rich  in  results.  Only  one  great  question,  which  for 
four  years  had  occupied  all  minds,  received  a  final  decision  in  the  beginning  of  the  past  year. 
The  bloody  drama  concluded  in  the  Uuited  States  has  ended  in  a  complete  triumph  of  the 
North  over  the  South,  and  the  restoration  of  the  unity  and  integrity  of  the  groat  North 
American  republic.  Nowhere  has  this  happy  conclusion  of  the  American  rebellion  called 
forth  such  general  sympathy  as  in  our  country.  No  other  nation  took  such  interest  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Amencan  Union  as  Russia. 

Between  the  two  young  powers,  for  which  a  mighty  future  is  waiting,  there  are  very 
natural  sympathies,  supported  and  called  forth  by  mutual  interests.  Between  them  t^ere  is 
not  and  cannot  be  any  unpleasant  accounts  to  settle ;  but  they  may  very  eaviljr  be  objects 
of  attack  from  the  same  enemy.  In  the  present  time  the  American  republic  is  an  active 
member  of  the  family  of  nations,  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  political  equilibrium, 
even  in  our  part  of  the  world.  If  in  England,  even  at  the  present  time,  the  question  is 
raised  whether  they  acted  wisely  in  not  giving  open  aid  to  the  rebellious  States,  in  Russia 
the  cause  of  the  southern  States  has  never  met  with  sympathy  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all 
our  sympathies  were  on  the  side  of  lawful  authority  endeavoring  to  re-ostablish  the  national 
unity.  The  issue  of  the  contest  was  favorable  to  the  cause  of  civilization,  and  brought 
about  tlie  abolition  of  slavery.  The  ending  of  the  American  rebellion  has  exercised  an  un- 
doubted influence  on  European  politics  during  the  past  year.  England,  and  still  more 
France,  were  obliged,  willingly  or  not,  to  fix  their  relations  with  a  republic  which  had  dis- 
played such  amazing  power  and  such  wonderful  energy,  the  more  so  as  they  had  g^ven  such 
clear  evidence  of  their  ill  will  and  unfriendliness.    Both  England  and  France  counted  on 

*  Despatch  of  Prince  Gortcbakoff  to  M.  Stoeckl,  Riusian  minister  at  Washington,  dated  St.  Petertbors* 
June  28, 1861.  . 
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the  dissolntion  of  the  American  Union.  England  was  not  unwilling  to  aid  in  every  manner 
to  hring-abont  this  result,  while  France  apparently  considered  it  as  already  attained.  Rely- 
ing on  this  erroneous  conclusion,  she  undertook  the  so-called  renaissance  of  the  so-called 
Latin  race  in  the  New  World,  and  thought  by  her  interference  to  found  a  new  Mexican 
empire.  By  this  act  France  has  compromised  herself  in  her  relations  with  the  United  States 
more  than  England,  and  for  her  the  triumph  of  the  Union  arms  was  particularly  disagree- 
able. At  first  it  appeared  as  though  the  two  western  powers  intended  to  draw  nearer  to- 
gether; in  view  of  the  common  danger.  Their  fleets  did,  indeed,  exchange  visits  in  Ports- 
month  and  Cherbourg :  but  with  this  demonstration  everything  ended.  England  was  not 
slow  in  arriving  at  the  conviction  that,  by  an  intimate  alliance  with  France,  not  only  would 
she  fail  to  smooth  over  her  unjust  acts  towards  the  American  republic,  but  would  irritate  her 
still  more.  Policy,  it  seems,  demands  that  England  withdraw  as  much  as  possible  from 
France,  and  leave  to  the  latter  the  entire  responsibility  for  her  Mexican  schemes.  England 
apparently  intends  so  to  act,  especially  since  the  death  of  Lord  Palmerston,  one  of  the 
principal  originators  ot  the  auglo-French  cordial  alliance.  The  death  of  another  active 
mediator  between  France  and  England,  who  more  than  once  settled  their  difficulties,  Leo- 
pold, King  of  the  Belgians,  must  tend  to  weaken  still  further  the  friendly  relations  between 
France  and  England,  especially  if  we  take  into  consideration  that  France,  as  we  are  assured, 
even  before  the  death  of  Leopold,  brought  forward  her  pretensions  to  Belgium  in  her  corre- 
spondence with  the  Berlin  cabinet. 

Jud^iig  by  the  press  of  England,  public  opinion  in  that  country  is  by  no  means  at  rest 
regarding  the  futura  of  Belgium.  As  relates  to  France,  for  her,  sooner  or  later,  remains  the 
bitter  acknowledgment  that  in  her  Mexican  expedition  she  counted  without  her  host ;  and 
that  this  entire  undertaking,  which  has  cost  so  much  sacrifice  of  men  and  money,  and 
aroused  such  agitation  in  the  French  nation  itself,  was  baseless.  With  the  removal  of  the 
French  troops  from  Mexico,  Maximilian*8  empire  will  no  doubt  fall  to  pieces  itself.  The 
failure  which  threatens  the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  this  affair  will  be  a  blow  all  the  heavier 
to  his  power  and  the  interests  of  his  dynasty,  in  that  the  Mexican  expedition  was  his  personal 
afifair,  in  which  the  French  nation  took  no  interest.    In  this  lies  toe  danger  for  Europe's 

E^ace.  The  desire  to  gloss  over  his  failure  may  easily  bring  about  new  undertakings  in 
urope.  Napoleon's  love  of  peace  does  not  inspire  particular  confidence  in  an^  one's  breast ; 
and  tne  Times,  in  surveying  the  events  of  the  past  year,  contents  itself  with  the  remark 
that  the  French  government  nas  not  yet  found  a  convenient  opportunity  for  active  interfer- 
ence in  the  affairs  of  European  nations. 

[From  the  Moscow  News,  January  20,  1866.] 

Language  was  g^ven  to  man,  says  Talleyrand,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  his  thoughts. 
At  the  present  time  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  especially  his  ministers,  are  seriously  occu- 

Sied  in  hiding  from  the  public  the  extremely  difficult  position  in  which  they  are  placed  by  the 
[exican  enterprise,  and  to  smooth  over  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  people,  even,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  decisive  failure  awaiting  France  in  this  affair. 

To  do  the  French  government  justice,  it  has  gilded  to  the  utmost  the  bitter  pill  which 
France  is  to  swallow.  It  has  known  how  to  represent  France  to  the  French  public — as  the 
ruling  power  of  Europe,  and  the  patroness  of  all  her  nationalities;  before  the  foreign  world 
as  a  power  which,  by  its  wise  moderation,  has  completely  succeeded  in  dispelling  the  previous 
distrust  of  Europe  toward  Napoleonic  France. 

But  it  cannot  escape  the  penetration  of  attentive  readers,  that  'tis  difficult  to  call  the  mod- 
eration of  Napoleonic  France  a  merit 

France  has,  indeed,  during  the  past  two  years,  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  prudence  and 
moderation ;  but  she  was  kept  wUnin  these  limits  by  the  distrust  with  which  foreign  powers 
watched  her  every  step,  by  the  difficulties  threatening  her  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and,  finally,  by  her  own  financial  difficulties,  from  which  she  is  but  just  emerging.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  no  doubt  that  Napoleon's  desire  of  peace  is  especially  connected  with 
difficulties  arising  out  of  the  Mexican  expedition. 

The  imperial  speech  and  the  account  of  the  condition  of  the  empire  was  intended,  first  of 
an,  to  produce  a  good  impression  on  the  public  mind  in  America,  and  to  prepare  for  an  hon- 
orable retreat  from  Mexico.  This  intention  is  apparent  in  every  word  uttered  in  relation  to 
Mexico  by  the  Emperor,  and  bv  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  From  them  we  hear  continual 
allusions  to  the  ancient  friendship  of  France  and  America,  and  expressions  of  |^ood  will  to 
the  latter ;  and  mention  is  made  of  an  imagined  similarity  in  the  constitutions  ot  both  pow- 
ers— a  fact,  however,  which  no  one  had  hitherto  remarked.  The  Mexican  expedition  assumes 
the  most  modest  form  possible,  undertaken  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  certain  in- 
demnities from  Mexico,  which  France  considered  she  had  a  right  to  demand,  and  by  no 
means  for  the  purpose  of  imperial  propagandism,  or  the  renaissance  of  the  so-called  Latin 
race  in  the  New  World,  about  which  the  Emperor  once  wrote  to  Marshal  Forey.  It  is  also 
said  that  the  United  States  were  invited  to  take  part  in  the  enterprise — the  United  States, 
who  were  obliged  at  that  time  to  strain  every  nerve  for  the  preservation  of  their  national  unity ! 
In  conclusion,  a  hope  is  expressecT  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  understand  that 
the  expedition  is  by  no  means  hostile  to  their  interests,  and  that  **  two  nationsi  equally  jeal- 
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one  of  their  liberty,  should  nndertake  nothing  which  would  implicate  their  honor  and  dig- 
nity.** The  Americans,  no  doubt,  regret  that  this  edifying  little  maxim  did  not  occur  to  the 
Emperor  before  undertaking  the  Mexican  expedition,  a  proceeding  in  everj  respect  so  offen- 
sive and  so  unfriendly  to  the  i^reat  republic,  and  that  it  did  not  save  France  from  making 
repeated  proposals  to  Russia  and  England  to  recognize  the  southern  confederacy  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation. 

France,  first  of  all,  put  forth  the  idea  of  establishing  an  empire  in  Mexico.  She  prevailed 
on  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to  accept  the  Mexican  crown,  and  succeeded  in  overconung 
his  opposition  only  by  assuming  the  obligation  of  supporting  his  throne,  and  now  she  is 
obhged  to  desert  him,  in  view  of  the  countless  dangers  awaiting  him,  not  only  in  the  country 
itself,  but  from  the  United  States.  Up  to  this  time  the  Washington  cabinet  rejects  every 
compromise  in  regard  to  a  French  army  m  Mexico,  founded  on  a  recognition  of  the  Mexican 
empire,  or  any  pledges  in  its  favor. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  speech,  says  that  a  general  peace 
seems  assured ;  but  the  insignificant  reduction  of  the  army  undertaken  by  him  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1865,  and  which  yet  cannot  be  said  to  serve  as  a  proof  of  peaceful  intentions,  an- 
swers very  poorly  to  those  words. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  reduction  of  the  French  army  the  Times  very  justly  remarks  that 
France,  and  France  alone,  is  the  cause  of  those  immense  armies  that  burden  Europe  beyond 
the  power  of  endurance. 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  compare  this  remark  with  a  sentence  of  the  same  paper  in  favor 
of  the  friendly  relations  between  France  and  England,  the  credit  of  which  the  imperial  speaker 
takes  to  himself.  **  France  and  England  are  ot  one  mind,"  says  the  Times,  ** European  poli- 
tics are  safe,  and  therefore  we  learned  without  surpiise  that  the  relations  between  Fi'ance  and 
the  rest  of  Europe  were  perfectly  peaceful.' '  This  sentence  is  of  as  doubtful  a  character  as 
the  remarks  about  armies  is  true.  He  who  remembers  the  events  of  185^'5G,  and  1859,  will 
not  conclude  that  this  lauded  good  feeling  between  France  and  England  is  the  forerunner  of 
peace  and  quiet  for  the  rest  of  Europe.    But  where  is  the  first  blow  to  fall  1 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  191.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  March  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  with  great  satisfaction  your  despatch  No.  99,  of  the  6th 
of  February,  and  its  accompanying  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  banquet 
given  by  the  merchants  of  Moscow  to  the  American  legation  and  the  mayor  of 
that  city.  « 

The  details  of  this  feast  have  been  already  indirectly  pablished,  and  they  have 
excited  an  influence  favorable  to  the  present  growth  of  friendship  towards  Russia, 
which  is  even  now  a  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  American  people. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  106.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

67  Petersburg,  Russia,  March  12,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  txike  the  liberty  of  sending  you  some  more  extracts  from  the  journals 
of  the  day,  translated  by  Mr.  Curtin. 

Mr.  Curtin  and  myself  were  invited  by  the  Society  of  Merchants  of  St.  Peters- 
burg to  djne  with  them  on  the  occasion  pf  the  anniversary  of  the  coronation  of 
the  Emperor,  (the  accession  to  the  throne,)  and  the  liberation  of  the  serfe.  We 
were  received  with  great  enthusiasm,  and  both  made  honorary  members  for  life. 
The  Invalide  is  the  Russian  official  paper.  Bancroft's  allusion  to  Russia  is  well 
received  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  r^r^r^n]f> 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^^'^'^^^  by  ^OO^IL 
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[Translatioii  from  the  Russian  Invalide,  February  19.] 

To-day  all  Russia,  from  tj^  White  to  the  Black  sea ;  from  the  Carpathian  fountains  of 
the  little  Polish  river  Varta  to  the  distant  month  of  the  Amoor,  raises  to  heaven  her  voice  in 
thapks^iving'  and  prayer. 

The  19th  of  February  is  one  of  the  grandest  and  brightest  days  in  the  annals  of  our  nation. 
Ten  centuries  have  passed  away  since  Russia  beg^n  her  career.  Centuries  will  yet  roll  on, 
and  generation  follow  generation,  but  neither  Russia  nor  history  will  forget  this  glorious  and 
memorable  anniveirsary. 

Let  vLt  but  call  to  mind  our  condition  eleven  years  ago,  on  the  eve  as  it  were  of  the  19th 
of  February.  Dark,  leaden  clouds  hung  over  our  land.  All  Europe  was  opposed  to  us. 
England,  with  all  her  navy,  was  sweeping  along  our  coasts ;  France  had  sent  out  against 
us  her  most  chosen  warriors ;  Turkey  was  striving  to  pay  for  the  thousand  defeats  she  had 
suffered  in  times  gone  by ;  Russia  was  straining  every  nerve :  the  treasury  was  empty ; 
commerce  at  a  stand-still ;  everyone  disheartened.  But  amid  these  bitter  visitations Rus'^ia 
examined  closely  her  diseases,  her  thought  ripened,  tb^  causes  of  failure  were  defined,  the 
key  to  the  problem  seemed  to  have  been  found,  when  suddenly  he  who  had  ruled  Russia  for 
thirty  years  passed  from  the  scene. 

Still  darker  and  heavier  was  the  cloud  hanging  over  Russia. 

But  the  dawn  of  the  19th  of  February  began  to  appear.  Light  began  to  shine  amid  the 
darkness.  The  morning  of  a  glorious  day  was  at  hand.  Our  deepest  wound,  through  which 
flowed  the  nation's  best  blo^,  was  stopped.  An  exhausthlg  war  was  brought  to  an  end. 
Russia  breath^  more  freely,  but  not  with  entire  freedom,  since  one-third  of  her  population 
was  in  bondage,  and  the  sad  condition  of  this  third  exercised  a  corrupting  influence  both  on 
'  the  moral  and  material  life  of  the  whole  nation. 

The  first  inevitable  step  toward  regeneration  was  the  abolition  of  serfdom.  Without  this 
all  succeeding  measures  were  impossible.  But  this  great  work  tras  surrounded  by  most 
serious  dfficuldes.  Twenty-two  millions  of  serfs  were  scattered  over  a  territory  greater  than 
the  rest  of  Europe.  The  immense  distances  caused  serious  delay.  Again,  these  twenty-two 
millions  were  living  under  conditions  of  infinite  variety.  There  were  the  agriculturists  of  the 
steppes ;  the  fishermen,  by  the  sea-shore :  traders,  carrying  on  business  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  rubles ;  the  poor  peasants  of  White  Russia  who,  oppressed  by  Polish  landlords, 
scarcely  knew  what  it  was  to  eat  bread ;  as  well  as  skilful  mechanics,  and  persons  respect- 
ably educated.  The  legislative  power  was  obliged  to  take  iuto  consideration  conditions, 
situations,  and  demands  of  the  utmost  variety.  Besides  a  population  of  fifty-five  millions, 
homogeneous  in  language  and  origin,  there  were  on  the  border  lands  of  Russia  certain  foreign 
races,  certain  territories,  which  bad  a  separate  historical  life.  Besides,  there  were  various 
financial  difficulties  to  be  met,  there  were  private  interests  to  be  protected  as  far  as  possible ; 
and  the  prejudices,  which  are  so  powerful  in  every  human  society,  also  presented  their  claims. 

Above  all  was  the  difficulty  of  breaking  away  from  the  old-established  order  of  things,  and 
thepreparation  for  all  contingencies  in  the  new. 

Tne  difficulties  of  the  situation  seemed  insurmountable.  Men  who  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  progrens  of  the  labors  preparatory  to  the  great  reform  did  not  believe  in  the 
possibility  of  their  realization.  '  People  who  heard  but  indistinct  rumors  of  these  labors  did 
not  dare  to  believe  that  happiness  was  so  nigh. 

Many  persons  of  wisdom  and  experience  reared  that  on  emancipation  there  would  be  dis- 
orders and  bloody  tumults  in  the  streets,  and  famine  in  the  land.  People  by  no  means  of  a 
timid  nature  were  for  taking  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  safety.  Our 
enemies,  both  at  hon.e  and  abroad,  were  jubilant,  laying  their  mines  and  preparing  for 
action.  At  last  the  manifesto  of  the  19th  of  February  appeared,  in  which,  among  other 
things,  was  contained  the  following  language  : 

**  We  confide  in  the  generous  devotion  to  the  common  weal  ever  shown  by  our  faithfril 
nobles,  to  whom  we  feel  constrained  to  express  our  gratitude,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  whole 
nation,  for  their  disinterested  co-operation  in  carrying  out  our  designs.  Russia  will  never 
forget  that  her  nobles,  actuated  solely  by  their  respect  for  the  dignity  of  man  and  love  to 
their  neighbors,  voluntarily  relinquished  thf>  rights  they  had  enjoyed  under  the  former  laws 
of  serfdom,  and  have  laid  the  foundations  of  a  new  future  for  the  peasants. 

**  We  confidently  expect  that  their  future  efforts  will  be  employed  in  the  same  noble  spirit 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  new  ordinances  and  maintaining  eood  order  in  a  spirit  of  peace  and 
benevolence.     We  confide  in  the  good  sense  of  our  people." 

When  the  first  news  of  the  reform  went  abroad  through  the  land,  there  were  at  first  some 
misunderstandings.  Certain  persons  thought  of  liberty  without  remembering  its  duties. 
But  the  good  seiiMC  of  the  nation  at  large  neither  wavere«i  in  the  conviction  that  he  who  en- 
joys the  benefits  conferred  by  society  ought  in  return  to  perform  the  obligations  imposed  by 
society,  nor  forget  that  according  to  the  laws  of  Christianity  all  should  submit  to  lawful 
authority  and  render  each  one  his  due. 

Sign  yourself  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  pious  and  faithful  'people,  and  join  with  us  in 
calling  down  the  blessing  of  God  on  your  henceforth  free  labor— the  pledge  of  your  own 
prosperity  and  the  public  good. 

The  confidence  of  the  Emperor  has  been  fully  justified.  The  fears  of  loyal  men  and  the 
malicious  hopes  of  enemies  are  shown  to  have  been  alike  unfounded.    We  who  have  been 
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eje  witnesses  of  the  ^at  event  koow  that  there  was  hnt  one  powerful  movement  of  the 
emancipated  people,  and  that  was  to  the  churches,  in  order  to^ner  up  their  ardent  prayers 
for  the  author  of  the  national  joy.  ^ 

Europe,  with  envy,  in  doubt  and  fear,  was  witness  of  the  success  of  a  reform  which  in 
other  countries  could  have  been  effected  only  by  shedding  rivers  of  blood,  or  after  long  years 
of  obstinate  and  continuous  struggle.  She  envied  and  knew  not  what  to  think  of  a  country 
which  could  make  such  a  gigantic  stride  in  advance  with  such  firmness  and  rapidity.  She 
was  astounded  at  the  unconquerable  force  of  harmony,  for  by  this  force  alone  was  it  possible 
to  pass  through  such  a  reform.  Still,  notwithstanding  the  evidence,  she  doubted.  There 
were  many  thinking  and  observing  men  in  Europe  who  felt  sure  that  Russia,  shaken  to  her 
centre  bv  the  decree  of  Februaiy  19th,  was  ready  to  drop  to  pieces  at  the  slightest  shock 
from  without.     Immediately  intrigues  were  set  on  foot  in  roland. 

But  events  showed  that  they  were  sorely  deceived.  When  an  armed  insurrection  in  Po- 
land miscarried,  a  diplomatic  storm  of  unparalleled  fury  was  raised  in  the  west  Enropeaa 
powers,  great  and  small,  seized  their  diplomatic  thunderbolts  and  hurled  them  at  us  with  an 
insolent  confidence  in  our  destruction.  What  was  the  result  7  Thev  found  net  a  crumbling 
mass  ready  to  scatter  like  dust  at  the  first  shock,  but  a  living,  thinking  body,  quietly  de- 
veloping its  strength,  which  on  the  19th  of  February  was  increased  one-third ;  for  this 
glorious  day  gave  civil  rights*  to  one-third  of  the  population  of  Russia.  The  diplomatic  tem- 
pest was  stilled,  leaving  us  in  quiet  to  continue  the  development  of  our  country. 

And  still  there  was  much  to  do ;  for,  in  the  language  of  the  imperial  manifiest  of  the  19th  of 
February,  *'  the  most  beneficent  law  cannot  make  a  people  prosperous  if  they  labor  not  to 
establish  their  own  prosperitv  under  the  protection  of  the  law.'* 

The  decree  of  February  19,  1861,  freed  from  three  centuries  of  serfdom  a  male  population 
of  10,915,687,  and  a  female  one  of  upwards  of  eleven  millions.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange 
for  them — to  examine  their  demands,  to  satisfy  their  wants,  and  to  define  their  rights.  In  toe 
performance  of  this  immense  task  the  nobility  have  fully  justified  the  confidence  with  which 
the  imperial  liberator  honored  them. 

Only  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  emancipation,  but,  owing  to  the  e£Sdency  of 
organization  employed,  the  great  work  has  progressed  as  rapidly  as  the  most  sanguine  could 
have  hoped.  If  we  turn  to  ngures,  those  simple  but  most  convincing  witnesseSs  of  results 
obtained,  we  find  that  5,745,029  men  have  not  only  become  free  citizens  but  land-owners  ; 
and  4,030,988,  while  enioying  all  the  privileges  of  the  class  just  mentioned,  are  still  under 
certain  obligations  to  their  former  proprietors — those  obli^tions  being  strictly  defined  by 
law.  About  one  million  persons  have  been  provided  for  in  other  ways,  according  to  their 
wishes  and  desires. 

All  the  Crown  peasants,  however,  employed  and  distributed  throughout  the  empire,  have 
been  freed,  each  one  receiving  his  share  of  land.  Also  the  peasants  beyond  the  Caucasus, 
those  attached  to  factories,  mines,  and  all  the  different  forms  of  servitude  which  g^w  up 
gradually  in  the  course  of  centuries. 

Amid  the  general  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  entire  agricultural  class,  that  strong 
conservative  element  in  a  state,  the  great  reformer  did  not  forget  our  Polish  brethren. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1861,  a  series  of  legislative  measures  were  indicated  relative  to 
the  Polish  serfs.  Unfortunately  the  local  influence  of  the  petty  nobility  was  far  from  sec- 
onding the  wishes  of  the  supreme  power.  But  the  day  of  this  petty  aristocracy  had  passed. 
The  Polish  serfs  received  their  liberty  two  years  ago,  also  on  the  great  day  of  the  i9th  of 
Feoruary.  The  people  felt  themselves  free,  not  on  paper  alone,  but  in  reality,  from  the  yoke 
of  their  former  task-masters. 

By  virtue  of  the  decree  of  February  19,  1864,  451,170  families  of  Polish  serfs  were  fur- 
nished with  land ;  so  that,  reckoning  each  family  at  five  persons,  a  population  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  both  sexes  have  received  the  blessings  of  nreedom,  together  with  the  means  of 
independent  livelihood.  , 

Up  to  the  I9th  of  February,  1864,  there  were  1,330,000  of  landless  laborers  in  the  kingdom 
of  Poland ;  now  their  number  does  not  exceed  750  persons  of  both  sexes. 

Here,  in  a  few  words,  we  have  the  results  of  the  two  great  days,  February  19,  1861,  and 
February  19,  1864.  If  to  the  material  benefits  arisiog  from  this  emancipation  we  add  the 
moral  advancement,  the  mental  resurrection  of  an  entire  third  of  the  population  of  Russia, 
together  with  the  opportunity  of  progress,  the  benefits  accruing  to  Russia  from  the  J9th  of 
February  will  appear  beyond  calculation. 

It  is  bufficient  merely  to  mention,  in  passing,  the  ^eat  events  and  measures  of  the  past 
five  years— the  pacification  of  the  Caucasus,  the  abolition  of  capital  punishmeu^i  a  complete 
reform  in  the  courts  of  justice,  a  new  arrangement  of  the  universiiies,  gvmnasia,  and  com- 
mon schools,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  self-government  in  matters  of  local  economy.  Either 
of  these  reforms  would  have  been  sufiicient  to  mark  an  era  in  the  nation's  history;  but  all 
taken  together,  and  preceded  by  the  great  measure  of  liberation,  so  faithfully  carried  out, 
form  one  of  the  brightest  periods  in  the  history  of  Russia. 

And  Providence  has  blessed  the  great  originator  of  these  national  events.  Never  yet  have 
the  Russian  people  felt  so  deeply  their  unity ;  never  yet  have  they  been  so  clearly  conscious 
of  their  grand  political  significance.  If,  for  a  moment,  we  cast  aside  and  forget  the  bitter 
uess  ot  mis  every-day  life,  we  cannot  but  reverently  iucliue  before  the  great  spectacle  of  a 
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ntianimons.  swift,  and  trinmphaiit  advance  of  a  whole  people  in  sincere  anion  with  their 
illustrioas  leader. 

On  this  ^at  day  of  the  19th  of  Fehmarj,  all  Russia,  raising  her  ardent  prayers  to  the 
throne  of  the  most  high  Qod,  looks  forward  with  unshaken  faith  to  her  mighty  future. 


[Translation  from  the  Russian  Folio,  February  22.] 
ANNIVERSARY  DINNER  AT  THE  MERCANTILE  CLUB,  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

On  the  ]9th  of  February,  a  day  glorious  in  Russian  history,  (the  anniversary  of  the  suc- 
cession of  the  Emperor  Alexander  II  to  the  throne,  and  the  anniversary  of  the  abolition  of 
serfdom,)  a  grand  dinner  was  given  in  the  hall  of  the  Mercantile  Club  of  the  city  of  St. 
Petersburg. 

AmonjT  the  guests  at  this  dinner  were  the  American  minister,  General  Clay,  and  the  Sec- 
retary or  legation,  Mr.  Curtin. 

The  arrival  of  the  representative  of  the  American  people,  fi  people  whom  we  Russians 
sincerely  love  and  esteem,  was  exceedingly  gratifving  to  all  present.  When  the  time  for 
toasts  had  arrived,  the  president  of  the  club,  Mr.  Nikitin,  proposed  toasts  to  the  health  of 
the  Emperor,  the  Empress,  and  the  imperial  family,  which  were  received  with  unbounded 
enthusiasm. 

Next  in  order  came  a  toast  to  the  prosperity  of  Russia,  which  was  followed  by  one  to  the 
success  of  the  club. 

Mr.  Qlazunoff,  one  of  the  members,  now  arose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

** Gentlemen:  Since  the  19th  of  February  is  a  day  dear  to  all  Russia,  the  day  of  free- 
dom for  Russian  .serfs,  let  xis  again  raise  our  glasses  in  honor  of  our  sovereign,' Alexander  II, 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word  an  imperial  man,  whose  noble  figure  will  appear  in  history  in 
the  true  grandeur  belonging  to  a  monarch  who  has  done  and  is  doing  so  much  to  elevate 
and  ennoble  his  subjects.*' 

This  toast  was  received  with  continuous  and  enthusiastic  cheering,  which  lasted  severa 
minutes. 

Mr.  Pribitkoff,  president  of  the  assembly  of  nobles  in  the  Yoronej  government,  arose,  and 
expressing  in  the  most  cordial  terms  the  warm  sympathy  of  the  Russian  people  towards  the 
pneople  of  the  United  States,  together  with  his  conviction  that  on  account  of  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  Russia  and  America,  Europe  would  be  forced  involuntarily  to  observe  the 
principles  of  non-intervention  in  the  affairs  of  these  two  powers,  and  concluded  by  offering  a 
toast  to  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  Russia  and  America. 

To  this  toast  Mr.  Curtin,  the  American  secretary  of  legation,  responded  as  follows,  in  the 
Russian  language: 

"Gentlemen  :  In  this  assembly,  and  on  the  present  occasion,  it  seems  to  me  unnecessary 
to  dwell  either  on  the  causes  or  the  significance  or  the  friendship  between  Russia  and  America. 
That  it  is  sincere  and  heartfelt  no  one  of  us  can  doubt,  and  in  the  present  century,  when  moral 
influence  is  steadily  gaining  in  strength,  every  statesman  will  agree  that  the  united  voice  and 
sentiment  of  Russia  and  America  possesses  a  value  and  an  efficacy  which  form  a  new  element 
in  the  politics  of  the  age. 

**  With  your  permission,  gentlemen,  I  shall,  therefore,  speak  of  Russia  alone.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  past  winter,  shortly  after  mv  arrival  at  St.  Petersburg,  for  the  first  time  I  heard 
your  national  opera,  *  Life  for  the  Czar.*  After  witnessing  the  principal  scenes,  where  I  saw 
the  self-sacriHce  and  death  of  Susanin,  and  the  triumphal  entry  into  Moscow  of  the  young 
Czar,  amidst  the  blessings  of  a  delivered  people,  I  could  not  but  exclaim  to  myself  how 
remarkable  and  how  beautiful  was  the  orisrin  of  the  house  of  Romanoff.  In  a  time  of  peril 
and  danger,  when  a  merciless  enemy  was  hoping  to  ruin  and  enslave  Russia,  Michael  Feo- 
dorovitch  Romanoff,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  nis  countrymen,  was  chosen  Czar. 

*'  The  life  of  the  newly  elected  monarch  being  in  danger,  a  simple  peasant,  John  Susanin, 
gladly  luid  down  his  life  that  the  nation's  chief  might  live.  At  the  present  time,  when  Russia, 
powerful  and  firmlv  established,  fears  no  enemy,  Alexander  NicoUievitch  Romanoff,  the  de- 
scendant of  him  wbom  Susf^uin  saved,  in  granting  liberty  to  all  peasants,  has  given  them  life 
in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  and  thus  nobly  repaid  the  debt  of  gratitude  incurred  by  the 
founder  of  his  line. 

**  Where  in  history  are  we  to  seek  for  a  similar  example?  Where  are  we  to  find  such 
a  bond  of  union  between  an  emperor  and  bis  people  7 

**  Since  the  greatness  and  development  of  Russia  began  with  the  house  of  Romanoff,  and 
since  one  of  the  principal  supports  of  this  house  was  the  toiling  and  devoted  peasantry,  the 
men  who  did  the  work  and  tought  the  battles  on  this  ever  memorable  day  in  Russian  history, 
on  the  19th  of  February,  the  anniversary  of  the  succession  of  the  present  beloved  Emperor 
to  the  throne,  and  the  anniversary  of  the  day  when  the  serfs  of  Russia  became  freemen,  per* 
mit  me,  gfentlemen,  tb  offer  the  following  sentiment : 

**  May  your  country,  firee  and  powerlul,  flourish  through  all  coming  time.  May  the  house 
of  Romanoff,  which  has  seen  the  rise  and  growth  of  your  greatness,  ever  continue  to  direct 
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tlie  destinies  of  joor  nation,  and  assist  in  the  path  of  progress  those  new-bom  freemen,  whose 
birthday  we  celebrate  to-day." 

At  the  conclasion  of  Mr.  Cartin*s  speech,  which  was  received  with  unanimous  applause, 
General  Clay  proposed  a  toast  to  the  health  of  Prince  (}ortchakoff,  a  statesman  who,  with  the 
most  distinguished  success,  had  repelled  all  attempts  at  foreign  intervention  in  the  afifairs  of 
Russia. 

A  toast  to  the  tfealth  of  General  Clay,  the  representative  of  the  American  nation,  was  now 
proposed,  and  drank  with  most  hearty  and  proloofi^  cheering. 

Among  other  goests  at  dinner  was  General  Khniloff.  His  presence  called  to  mind  the  heroic 
defence  of  Sebastopol,  and  all  proposed  a  toast  to  the  heroes  who  took  part  in  that  memorable 
defence.  To  this  General  Khruloff  replied  in  a  speech  of  great  feeling,  and  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  was  proud  to  be  of  the  number  of  those  who  were  ready  to  lay  down  their 
lives  for  the  defence  of  Russia  and  for  our  noble  and  good  Emperor. 

At  the  conclusion  of  General  KhrulofiTs  speech  Mr.  GLazunoff  made  the  following  remarks : 

'*  History  shows  that  our  country  does  not  lack  its  heroes.  From  the  time  that  Yermak 
brought  as  a  gift  to  the  footstool  of  John  IV  the  immeasurable  plains  of  Siberia,  our  people  are 
advancing  to  the  east  and  the  south.  Gentlemen,  let  us  drink  to  the  health  of  General  Tschem- 
yeff,  who  is  opening  a  path  to  civilization  and  industry  in  the  heart  of  central  Asia." 

This  toast  was  received  witlf  unbounded  enthusiasm,  and  a  telegram  was  immediately  sent 
to  General  Tschemyeff  informing  him  of  this  fact. 

Before  the  breakioe  up  of  this  assembly  General  Clay  and  Mr.  Curtin  were  unanimously 
elected  honorary  members  of  the  club. 


[Translation  from  the  Russian  Invalide,  Febmaiy  23.] 

An  event  of  universal  interest  has  recently  taken  place  in  Washington,  an  event  which 
has  attracted  as  well  the  attention  of  Europe  as  of  America.  ' 

It  was  arranged  that  the  anniversary  of  the  blrthdav  of  the  late  President  Lincoln  should 
be  celebrated  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  All  the  public  dignitaries,  the  President  himself, 
and  the  foreign  ministers,  were  assembled  iu  one  of  the  halls  of  Congress.  To  Mr.  BancroA, 
the  able  historian  of  the  United  States,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  an  oration  in 
which  an  estimate  was  to  be  passed  upon  the  life  and  services  of  the  departed  President. 

This  task  was  accomplished  by  the  orator,  as  it  seems  to  us,  with  distinguished  ability. 

Occupying  no  official  position,  he  spoke  as  a  private  person,  and  was  the  organ  neitner  of 
government  nor  of  Congress. 

As  his  only  endeavor  was  to  express  faithfully  the  popular  feelings  of  the  nation,  his  dis- 
course was  free  from  those  diplomatic  circumlocutions  with  which  official  documents  abound. 

Passing  in  review  all  the  trials  thro^igb  which  the  United  States  had  passed  durina^  the 
course  of  the  rebellion,  Mr.  Bancroft  naturally  referred  to  the  policy  pursued  by  the  different 
European  powers,  and  told  the  audience,  witli  perfect  sincerity,  wtiat  the  public  opimon  of 
America  was  in  reference  to  that  policy. 

He  did  not  conceal  the  deep  sympathy  the  people  of  the  United  States  feel  towards  Russia — 
sympathies  which  are  the  more  genuine,  in  that  they  are  called  forth  not  only  by  the  good 
will  which  Russia  has  never  ceased  \o  manifest  towards  the  transatlantic  republic,  but  also 
by  much  that  is  common  in  the  destinies  of  the  two  nations.  The  orator  spoke  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  serfdom  as  one  of  the  gp'andest  acts  in  history,  which,  together  with  the  numerous 
reforms  of  the  present  reign,  opens  a  new  era  of  prosperity  and  development  to  the  Russian 
people.  .These  words  were  received  with  the  most  hearty  applause — applause  to  which  our 
people  cannot  be  indifferent,  for  there  is  not  the  remotest  reason  to  doubt  its  sincerity. 

When  Mr.  Bancroft  reviewed  the  course  of  France  and  England,  with  genuine  American 
frankness  he  recounted  the  reason  why  the  American  people  are  indignant  at  the  course  pursued 
by  the  powers  of  western  Europe.  The  establishment  of  an  empire  in  Mexico ;  the  part 
which  England  took  in  regard  to  the  confederate  armies,  her  readmess  to  recognize  the  in- 
surgents— aU  this  was  set  forth  by  the  orator  in  terms  which,  perhaps,  in  Europe  might 
have  seemed  too  incisive  and  not  sufficiently  temperate.  The  effect  was  all  the  more  striking, 
in  that  it  was  impossible  to  consider  the  orator  as  speaking  for  himself  alone.  According  to 
the  Times  correspondent,  Mr.  Bancroft  was  enthusiastically  applauded  by  the  audience,  in 
presence  of  the  President  and  the  principal  dignitaries  of  the  republic.  This  event — for  it  is 
impossible  otherwise  to  designate  it — produced  a  profound  impression,  and  it  is  said  that 
certain  diplomats  considered  it  their  duty  to  protest  against  a  speech  which  they  were 
oblig^  to  hear  from  beginning  to  end. 


[Translation  firom  La  Presse,  January  31.] 
THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  RUSSIA. 

We  printed  yesterday  a  characteristic  article  from  the  Moscow  News.  The  details  which 
we  have  received  to-day  increase  the  importance  of  this  production. 

The  Russian  Invalide,  for  example,  finds  that  the  imperial  discourse  is  not  so  paci^c  as 
one  might  suppose ;  this  opinion  it  does  not  support  by  any  serious  reasons.      OOQLC 
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In  reading:  these  lines  'ds  easy  to  disoover  the  same  idea  as  in  the  Moscow  News. 

The  characteristic  fact,  however,  is  the  triumphal  journey  made  in  Russia  bj  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  General  Clay. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  St.  Petersbur^r  letter : 

"At  the  banquet  given  at  Moscow  by  the  merchants  of  that  city,  several  speeches  were 
delivered.  In  the  speech  of  the  president  of  the  Exchange  committee  of  Moscow,  Mr.  Lya- 
mind,  the  following  language  was  remarked:  *The  Americans  have  shown  by  their  friendly 
reception  of  our  fleet  in  the  United  States,  that  Russia  was  -dear  to  tbem,  and  Russians 
welcome  to  their  shores.  Let  us  answer  with  the  same  feelings,  and  show  our  gratitude  to 
the  citizens  of  the  ^reat  American  republic.  To  the  health  of  the  esteemed  and  worthy 
President  of  the  United  States,  Andrew  Johnson.*  ** 

A  telegram  was  immediately  sent  to  the  American  President,  informing  him  of  this  toast. 

General  Clay  answered  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lyamind.  He  compared  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  the  11.  He  said  it  was  the  fortune  of  both  of 
these  rulers  of  two  great  nations  to  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  liberation  of  the  enslaved, 
and  to  the  elevation  of  the  whole  people  to  equality  before  the  law.  **  I  cannot  but  regard 
this  coincidence  as  the  work  of  that  Providence  which  inscrutably  designs  and  ever  advances, 
in  monarchies  and  in  republics,  the  liberties  and  the  civilization  of  the  human  race.  Let  us 
bow  in  reverent  submission  to  the  divine  will,  and  hold  forever  dear  the  friendship  between 
thepeople  of  Russia  and  America.*' 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  present  these  fiMsts  to  the  attention  of  Europe ;  they  appear  to  us 
to  have  a  real  importance  in  the  politics  of  the  western  powers,  and  in  view  of  certain  events, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  importance  may  be  increased. 

An  alliance  between  Russia  and  the  United  States  is  an  event  destined,  in  our  opinion,  to 
bear  with  a  decisive  weight  in  the  negotiations  pending  between  Paris  and  Washington. 

It  is  from  this  quarter  that  difficulties  between  France  and  the  United  States  relate  most 
profoundly  to  questions  which  for  many  years  have  troubled  Europe. 

We,  however,  but  note  the  signs  of  tlie  times;  it  is  for  European  diplomacy  to  consider 
them. 


[Translation  from  Journal  des  Debats,  January  30.] 

We  find  in  the  Moscow  News  the  details  of  a  banquet  given  by  the  merchants  of  that  city 
to  the  lection  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  veritable  enthusiasm  that  Mr.  Catkoff,  in  his  journal,  speaks  of  the  toasts  to  the 
health  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  President  Johnson,  and  of  the  friendship  between 
America  and  Russia.  It  is  difficult,  he  adds,  to  describe  the  emotion  produced  by  the 
speeches  accompanying  these  toasts,  which  give  such  a  grand  significance  to  the  f6te,  and 
which  will  find  an  echo  in  every  patriotic  heart  in  Russia  and  America. 

As  may  be  well  supposed,  we  should  not  have  noticed  this  language  if  it  had  been  merely 
an  exchange  of  compliments  inter  pocula.  Our  readers  know  very  well  that  in  ordinary  cases, 
when  the  champagne  has  ceased  to  sparkle,  the  enthusiasm  is  gone.  But  this  was  an  affair 
of  quite  a  different  character,  and  the  sober  commentaries  of  the  Moscow  News  are  not 
without  much  importance. 

The  journal  describes,  with  a  very  natural  satisfaction,  the  condition  of  the  cordial  friend- 
ship between  the  United  States  and  Russia.  The  geographical  situation  of  the  two  countries 
does  not  leave  the  possibility  of  conflicting  interests  which  of^en  result  from  too  close  a 
neighborhood.  In  this  the  past  is  a  guarantee  for  the  future,  and  if  there  is  an  alliance  indi- 
cated by  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  surely  that  of  these  two  powers.  After  these  generaliza- 
tions, the  Moscow  News  adds  in  reference  to  recent  events : 

"When  civil  war  raged  in  the  United  States,  what  malicious  confidence  was  expressed  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  final  destruction  of  the  young  giant.  What  bold  calcula- 
tions were  made,  what  changes  were  planned,  and  even  carried  into  execution  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. But  what  confusion  the  triumph  of  the  United  States  caused  in  these  same  spheres, 
among  political  plans  drawn  up  in  view  of  the  disasters  of  America !  '  Russia  alone  it  was  that 
never  wavered  either  in  her  friendship  for  the  United  States  or  in  her  conviction  tttat  their 
cause  would  triumph.  From  her  alone  they  heard  sincere  words  of  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment.* We  quote  the  language  of  an  American,  (Mr.  Curtin,)  spoken  in  Russian.  We 
know  how  this  friendship  was  prized,  and  what  a  reception  was  shown  to  our  seamen  when 
they  arrived  in  America,  at  a  time  when  Russia  herself  was  an  object  of  hostile  designs,  and 
when  her  enemies  had  hoped,  by  the  aid  of  threats  and  domestic  treason,  to  carry  out  their 
plans.** 

This  passage,  which  alludes  evidently  to  France,  is  worthy  of  all  attention  from  statesmen. 
It  sufficiently  indicates  what  the  Russo-American  alliance  may  become,  and  shows  how 
closely  Russia  watches  our  politics  in  order  to  profit  by  our  errors. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  107.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg f  Russia,  March  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  am  Id  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  188.     I  am  gratified  to  hear  that 
you  were  interested  in  my  views  given  iu  regard  to  home  politics. 

We  have  news  of  the  President's  veto  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  bill,  and  the 

fublic  excitement,  and  we  have  also  the  veto  message.     In  suih  an  emergency 
venture  to  say  that  I  approve  the  message  most  heartily,  and  1  stand  hy  the 
President. 

•  •  •  4c  •  ♦ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  201.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Apiil  9,  1806. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo.  No.  106,  and  its  accompaniments, 
have  been  received.  The  translations  from  the  journals  of  St.  Petersburg  have 
been  attentively  read.  They  contam  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  dinner 
given  by  the  Society  of  Merchants  of  St.  Petersburg  on  the  occapion  of  the  anni- 
versary of  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor  and  the  liberation  of  the  serfs.  This 
government  learns  with  pleasure  of  the  renewed  assurance  which  has  been 
given  by  the  merchants  of  St.  Petersburg  to  yourself  and  Mr.  Curtin  of  ihe 
friendship  of  Russia  for  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc.  ^.  Sfc. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  110.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  April  22,  1866, 

Sir  :  iTour  despatch  No.  199  is  received,  and  put  in  the  way  of  execution. 

On  the  4-16  of  April  instant,  just  as  his  Imperial  Majesty  was  ascending  into 
his  carriage  after  his  usual  walk  in  the  summer  garden,  where  he  goes  usually 
alone,  his  life  was  attempted  by  the  firing  of  a  pistol  in  the  hands  of  a  person 
whose  name  and  antecedents  are  yet  unknown,  though  he  was  immediately 
secure^  A  peasant,  lately  liberated  by  the  great  act  of  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
from  one  of  the  interior  provinces,  named  Ossip  Ivanovitch  Komissarow,  had 
stopped  at  the  gate  of  the  summer  garden  to  get  a  first  eight  of  his  liberator. 
He  saw  a 'man  earnestly  passing  through  the  crowd  towards,  and  at  length 
aiming  a  pistol  at,  the  Emperor.  By  a  sudden  blow  Komidsarow  struck  the 
arm  of  the  assassin  upwards,  and  the  pistol  ball  failed  of  the  mark,  and  was 
sent  upwards  into  the  air,  and  his  Majesty  was  saved  and  the  assassin  seized. 

The  excitement  all  over  the  city  and  country,  through  Russia,  and  through  all 
Europe,  has  been  intense.  Thousands  of  the  people  at  once  assembled  at  the 
winter  palace,  huiTahed  till  his  Majesty  showed  himself  again  and  again  on  the 
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balcony.  There  they  camped  all  night  and  the  next  day,  renewing  the  demand 
to  see  the  Emperor,  and  as  fast  as  one  vast  multitude  saw  their  much  loved 
ruler,  another  succeeded.  Twice  I  drove  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  palace.  I 
never  before  saw  a  larger  mass  of  people  together,  all  intensely  silent  at  the 
time,  and  looking  steadily  towards  the  balcony  where  the  Emperor  was  ex- 
pected to  appear.  And  so  continued  the  excitement,  amid  all  ranks,  till  I  sup- 
pose, successively,  every  man  almost  in  St.  Petersburg,  from  the  Emperor's 
brothers  to  the  lowest  workman,  had  seen  their  illustrious  sovereign.  Of  course 
all  the  military  and  civil  officers  of  the  city  called  upon  the  Emperor,  and  so 
did  the  diplomatic  corps  and  the  representatives  of  the  church.  At  a  great 
assembly  of  the  nobles  at  the  palace,  the  Emperor  in  person  returned  his  gra- 
cious and  grateful  thanks  to  Komissarow,  and  pronounced  him  a  noble  from 
that  hour,  amid  the  unanimous  acclaim  of  all  present.  Addresses  of  congratu- 
lation have  come  in  from  all  Russia  and  all  Europe  by  telegram  and  post.  The 
different  "colonies"  of  foreigners  here,  and  the  Americans  among  others,  have  sent 
in  their  addresses  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  all  have  been  gratefully  and 
graciously  received  and  answered. 

I  expect  to  hear  from  our  own  land,  which  owes  so  much  to  Alexander  the 
II,  and  shall  wait  impatiently  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  words  of  emotion  which 
fills  the  hearts  of  the  millions  of  the  great  republic. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingf^fn,  D*  0. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  20S.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  3,  1866, 

Sir  :  In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Edward  de  Stoeckl,  we  have  received  an 
official  confirmation  of  the  exciting  report  that  on  the  4th  of  April  last  an  un- 
successful attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

This  intelligence  is  received  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with  pro- 
found concern.  That  concern  is  increased  by  the  circumstance,  apparently 
•authentic,  that  the  infamous  attempt  was  perpetrated  from  motives  of  revenge 
against  the  government  of  Russia  for  \i^  successful  suppression  of  slavery 
throughout  the  empire.  In  every  respect,  then,  except  in  its  failure,  this  crime 
is  paralleled  with  that  of  the  assassination  of  our  late  and  lamented  President 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  President  desires  that  you  will  ask  a  personal  interview  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  congratulate  him  upon  the  escape 
which  Divine  Providence  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  assure  him  of  the  sincere 
respect,  affection,  and  friendship  of  the  American  people. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  211. J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  Gustavus  V.  Pox,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  it  ifl 
understood  is  about  to  proceea  to  St.  Petersburg  in  a  ship  of  war,  has  been 
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made  the  bearer  of  the  official  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  congratulat- 
ing the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  his  recent  escape  from  assassination.  A  copy 
of  the  instructions  to  him  from  this  department  is  enclosed.  You  will  ask  an 
interview  for  him  with  the  Emperor,  and  if  it  should  be  granted,  you  may 
accompany  him  on  the  occasion  if  you  should  think  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Fox, 

Department  op  State, 

H'ashington,  May  28, 1866. 
8m :  It  has  been  deemed  advisftble  to  take  advantage  of  the  visit  which  it  is  understood 
you  are  about  to  make  to  St.  Petersburg,  to  send  bj  you  an  official  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  coDgratulatiDg  the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  his  recent  escape  from  ^sassination. 
The  copy  is  consequently  transmitted  by  this  post. 

Mr.  Clay  has  been  instructed  to  apply  for  an  interview  in  order  that  *you  may  present  the 
copy  to  the  Emperor.  If  the  applit^ation  should  be  successful,  you  will  make  suitable  but' 
brief  remarks  on  the  occasion.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  a  copy  of  them  will  be  required 
beforehand  with  a  view  to  an  answer  if  any  shall  be  thought  proper.  A  letter  inlroducing 
yuu  to  Mr.  Clay  and  a  special  passport  are  herewith  enclosed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

WILLIAM  H.  SfiWAED. 
G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Atsittant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


.  JOINT  RESOLUTION  relative  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Be  it  reaolijed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentativeM  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  learned  with 
deep  regret  of  the  attempt  made  upon  the  life  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  by  an  enemjr  of 
emancipation.  The  Congress  sends  greeting  to  his  imperial  Majesty,  and  to  the  Russian 
nation,  and  congratulates  the  twenty  million  of  serfs  upon  the  providential  escape  from 
danger  of  the  sovereign  to  whose  head  and  heart  they  owe  the  blessings  of  their  freedom. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Approved  May  16,  1866. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No,  112.]  ,  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  May  31,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  despatches  to  No.  209,  inclusive,  are  received. 

In  reference  to  208, 1  at  oncu  sent  note  No.  100  to  Prince  Gortchacow,  who 
promptly  responded  that  the  Emperor  would  give  me  an  audience. 

The  Emperor  on  the  29th  instant,  coming  in  from  Tzarsko-selo,  gave  me  a 
special  audience  at  the  winter  palace. 

My  address  and  his  imperial  Majesty's  reply  are  made  (A A)  a  part  of  this 
despatch. 

His  Majesty,  after  the  more  formal  addresses,  in  a  familiar  conversation  ex- 
pressed his  high  admiration  of  the  ability  and  statesmanlike  policy  of  the 
Fresident,  saying  that  a  magnanimous  and  conciliatory  policy  towards  the  South 
seems  to  be  the  only  secure  restoration  of  the  Union. 

The  Emperor  reads  all  the  prominent  journals  each  day,  and  marks  with  red 
pencil  all  the  paragraphs  to  which  he  desires  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the 
several  departments.  The  Russian  journals  are  full  of  the  discussion  of  our 
affairs ;  and  the  Emperor  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  policies  of  the 
President  and  the  Congress,  r^   '       T 
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The  Russian  journals  laud  very  much  your  conduct  of  the  French-Mexican 
correspondence,  and  the  summary  settlement  of  Austrian  intervention. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward,    • 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 

P.  S. — ^You  will  observe  that  I  avtoWed  alluding  to  the  nobles  or  serfs  in  this 
matter;  because  it  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  heal  up  all  differences 
between  classes.  . 

CLAY. 


A  A. 
Address  of  C.  M,  Clay, 

Your  Imperial  Majesty:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  this 
nersunal  interview  to  say  to  your  Majesty  that  be  has  beard  of  the  events  of  the  4th  of  April 
last  "with  profound  concern ;"  and  1  am  ordered,  **in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to 
congratuhite  "  your  imperial  Majesty  "upon  the  escape  which  Divine  Providence  has 
vouchsafed  "  to  your  Majestv,  and  to  assure  your  imperial  Majesty  **of  the  sincere  respect, 
affection,  and  friendship  of  the  American  people.** 

I  need  not  assure  your  imperial  Majesty  that  these  words  from  the  President  and  people  of 
the  United  States  reflect  my  own  seniiments,  for  we  are  all  unanimous  in  our  aspirations  for 
the  preservation  of  your  imperial  Maiesty  and  your  imperial  Majesty's  dynasty,  on  which 
are  (bunded  our  hopes  of  the  future  advance  of  Kussia  and  the  eastern  world  in  civilization, 
in  Christianity,  and  in  happiness. 


Reply  of  His  Imperial  Majesty, 

The  unhappy  events  of  the  4th  of  April  are  not  without  compensation.  I  thank  God  for 
his  merciinl  mterposition  in  mv  behalf,  and  next  my  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  and  pleasure 
in  view  of  the  sympathy  w^hich  has  been  called  forth  by  these  sad  events,  not  only  trom  all 
classes  of  my  own  people,  but  from  other  nations.  The  words  of  sympathy  are  most  heartily 
appreciated  which  you  bear  me  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  American 
people.  Under  similar  circumstances  I  assured  them  of  myc solicitude  and  sorrow,  and  I 
trust  under  Providence  that  these  our  mutual  calamities  will  strengthen  our  friendly  relations 
and  render  them  ever  permanent. 

You  will  return,  then,  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  President  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  accept  yourself  my  erateful  acknowledgments  for  the  personal  good  wishes  which 
you  have  uttered  towards  myself,  my  family,  and  my  people. 


.  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  May  14-26,  1886. 
The  American  minister  has  this  day  received  a  despatch  from  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  in  which  he  informs  this  legation  that  in  an  interview  with  **  his  excel- 
lency Edward  de  Stoeckl,"  they  **had  received  an  official  confirmation  of  the  exciting  re- 
g>rt  that  on  the  4th  day  of  April  last  an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  his  Majesty  the 
mperor  of  Russia,**  and  that  this  intelligence  is  received  **  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  profound  concern,*'  &q.  t 

And  he  concludes :  **  The  President  desires  that  you  will  ask  a  personal  interview  with  his 
Majesty,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  congratulate  him  upon  the  escape  which 
Divine  Providence  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  assure  him  of  the  sincere  respect,  affection,  and 
friendship  of  the  American  people.** 

The  American  minister  therefore  begs  his  excellency  Prince  Qortchakoff,  vice-chancellor 
and  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  &.c.,  to  communicate  these  instructions  to  his  imperial 
Majesty,  and  ascertain  when  it  would  be  agreeable  to  his  imperial  Majesty  that  the  American 
,  minister  should  have  the  honor  to  perform  that  pleasant  duty. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  has  the  honor  to  assure  his  excellency  Prince  Gortchakoff 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  116.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petershurgy  Russia,  Jvly  14, 1866. 
Sir  :  By  note  No.  4345,  July  12,  N.  S.,  fis^  his  excellency  M.  de  Westmann, 
of  the  imperial  ministry,  I  am  informed  that  Stanislas  Pongoski,  a  Russian  Pole 
and  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  has  been  proved  to  have  become 
our  fellow- citizen  without  leave  of  the  IJmperor  of  Russia,  and  "  by  the  article 
367  of  the  penal  code  "  he  has  been  deprived  of  all  the  rights  of  Russian  citizen- 
ship, and  banished  forever  from  the  Russian  empii^,  and  this  sentence  has  been 
put  into  execution.  I  don't  see  that  we  can  complain,  as  it  settles  the  debatable 
question  of  denaturalization  virtually  in  our  favor;  and  avoids  unpleasant  issues. 
I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


His  Majesty  the  Emperor  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America.* 

[Translation.] 

Pbterhof,  August  17,  1866. 

I  have  received  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fox  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America  on  the  occasion  of  the  providential  grace  of  which 
I  have  been  the  object. 

That  mark  of  sympathy  has  moved  me  sensibly.  It  is  not  alone  personal ; 
it  attests  once  more  the  sentiments  that  bind  the  American  nation  to  that  of 
Russia. 

The  two  peoples  have  no  injuries  to  remember,  but  only  good  relations. 
Under  all  circumstances  new  proofs  of  mutual  benevolence  are  added. 

These  cordial  relations  are  as  conducive  to  their  reciprocal  interests  as  to  the 
good  of  civilization  and  humanity,  and  answer  the  designs  of  Divine  Providence 
whose  will  is  peace  and  concord  among  all  nations. 

It  gives  me  a  lively  pleasure  to  see  these  ties  constantly  strengthened  more 
and  more.  I  have  imparted  my  sentiments  to  Mr.  Fox.  1  pray  you  to  be  my 
interpreter  to  Congress  and  the  American  people,  whom  it  represents.  Tell 
th^m  how  much  I  appreciate — and  with  me  the  whole  of  Russia — the  testimonies 
of  fnendship  they  have  given  me,  and  how  happy  I  will  be  to  see  the  American 
nation  grow  in  strength  and  prosperity  by  the  union  and  constant  practice  of 
the  civic  virtues  that  distinguish  it. 

Accept,  at  the  same  time,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which 
I  am  your  good  friend, 

ALEXANDER. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  219.]  Department  op  State, 

•  Washington,  August  24, 1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  14th  of  July,  No.  116,  has  been  received. 

It  informs  me  that  the  Russian  ministry  has  given  due  notice  of  some  order 
or  decree  to  the  effect  that  Stanislas  Pongoski,  a  native  of  Russian  Poland,  and 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  been  proved  to  have  become  such 
citizen  without  leave  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  that,  in  conformity  with 
article  367  of  the  penal  code,  he  has  been  deprived  of  all  the  rights  of  Russian 
citizenship  and  banished  forever  from  the  Russian  empire ;  and  that  this  sen- 
tence has  been  put  into  execution. 
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Toa  remark  concemiDg  that  proceeding  that  yoxx  do  not  see  that  we  can  make 
it  a  cause  of  complaint,  insomuch  as  it  settles  the  debatable  question  of  denat- 
uralization in  our  favor,  and  avoids  unpleasant  issues. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Russian  government  has  accepted  that  important 
principle  definitively.  Certainly  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  to  the  proceed- 
ing, on  our  part,  provided  Mr.  Pongoski  does  not  feel  himself  aggrievea. 

The  case  may,  perhaps,  demand  careful  examination  if  it  shall  turn  out  that 
the  decree  of  perpetual  exclusion  thus  pronounced  against  an  admitted  American 
citiien  was  basea  upon  no  other  ground  than  his  having  voluntarily  accepted 
that  character  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
meantime  we  may  presume  that  political  or  other  offences  entered  into  the 
merits  of  the  decree. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Oassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

No.  117.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

i^t  Peteriburgy  Russia,  A^ugust  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  27th  July  (8th  August,)  1866,  G.  V.  Fox,  esq.,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  Messrs.  Murray  and  Beaumont,  and  several  other  per- 
eons,  were  presented  by  me  to  his  imperial  Mjyesty  at  Peterhof.  Mr.  Fox 
presented  the  resolutions  of  Congress  signed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  parchment,  and  delivered  the  address'*'  hereunto  appended,  marked  A, 
to  his  imperial  Majesty. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  responded  : 

"  He  congratulated  himself  that  the  sympathy  existing  between  Russia  and 
the  United  States  is  appreciated  in  America." 

His  Majesty  added  that  **he  was  convinced  that  this  nationa>  fraternity 
would  be  perpetual ;  and  that  for  his  part  he  would  with  all  his  efforts  advance 
it."     ("  y  cmtribuerenty) 

The  emperor  expressed  how  "sensible  he  was  of  the  testimony  ('«»  tcmoign- 
age ')  of  personal  affection  which  he  had  just  received  from  Congress  and  the 
American  nation." 

'*  He  thanked  those  who  had  come  so  far  to  bear  him  those  words." 

He  assured  them  of  "a  welcome  on  Russian  soil."  And  concluded  by  saying 
that  "  never  should  be  effaced  from  his  memory  the  hearty  reception  given  to 
his  fleet  in  the  United  States." 

Secretary  Fox  and  all  the  Americans  here  have  been  received,  by  prince  and 
peasant,  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  admiration  and  love. 

Secretary  Fox  has  promised  me  a  journal  of  his  stay  in  Russia,  which  in  due 
time  I  will  transmit  to  you  as  a  final  report  of  this  extraordinary  mission  to 
Russia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sur,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  tfc„  Washington,  D,  C, 


Sfstck  of  Prinee  Sekeriatof,  mmyor  of  Moscow,  at  tht.  great,  dinner  to  the  Americans  in 

August,  1866. 

The  great  nation  of  the  other  hemisphere  sends  ns  her  gfreetings — that  glorioos  nation  that 
has  lately  triumphed  over  her  painful  trial,  and  has  astonished  the  whole  world  by  that  new 

'For  this  enclosore  see  the  close  of  Mr.  Fox*s  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     * 
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demonstration  of  her  gi^rantic  power.  Powerful  by  her  inexbanstfble  reeources,  ttill  more 
00  by  her  undaonied  spirit,  and  full  faith  in  her  future,  the  great  North  American  nation  baa 
attained  in  the  space  of  a  few  years  what  to  others  would  have  been  the  woi^  of  whole  cen- 
turies, and  has  at  once  taken  place  amon^  the  leading  nations  of  the  civilized  world. 

Distant  lands  and  the  ocean  divide  us,  but  the  spirit  of  men  cares  not  for  space,  and  not- 
withstanding the  distance  that  divides  our  countries,  oar  two  peoples  haye  long  since  united 
in  thought  and  feeling. 

With  a  lasting  interest  do  we  follow  each  other's  successes ;  with  mutual  sympathy  do  we 
sustain  each  other  in  times  of  stniggle ;  and  we  also  unite  to  praise  the  glorious  names  of 
the  great  men  whom  Providence  does  in  His  mercy  send  at  the  times  of  srreat  national  trials. 
The  name  of  Lincoln  is  one  of  such  illustrious  names.  Untiring  warrior  for  a  sacred  cause, 
he  went  forward,  never  losing  out  of  sight  his  leading  star,  and  hie  death  has  been  the  last 
tribute  of  his  loyal  service  to  his  native  country  and  to  humanity. 

But  the  great  immortal  idea  has  not  perished  with  his  life.  Lincoln  has  bequeathed  the 
accomplishment  of  his  deed  to  his  people — to  his  successor ;  and  his  last  will  is  now  neaxiy 
AUfilled. 

May  God  Almighty  help  you  to  reap  the  harvest  of  your  present  glorious  labors  and  en- 
deavors. May  He  strengthen  the  ties  of  the  revived  union  of  your  groat  nation ;  may  the 
American  people,  blessed  by  peace,  advance  towards  the  accomplishment  of  his  glorious 
historical  calling,  with  his  elected  leader  at  his  head. 

We  drink  to  the  welfare  of  the  North  American  United  States  and  to  the  health  of  Presi- 
dent Johnson. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  120]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Peterthtirgj  Rusna,  September  13,  1866. 

Sir:  On  Satnrdaj  last  a  grand  dinner  was  given  by  the  **  English  Club" 
(now  Russian)  to  the  Americans.  This  clnb  comprises  the  aristocracy  of  Russia ; 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  sat  down.  Prince  Gortchacow  presided.  I 
was  seated  on  his  immediate  right,  and  Assistant  Secretary  G.  V.  Fox  on  his 
immediate  left ;  Count  Adleberg,  grand  charg^  and  minister  of  the  court,  his 
imperial  Majesty's  first  minister  of  the  household,  was  immediately  opposite 
Prince  Gortchacow,  Captain  Murray,  senior  officer,  on  his  right,  and  Commander 
BaaumontI!  of  the  Miantonomoh.  on  his  left.  The  first  toast  was :  ''The  health  . 
of  the  Emperor ; "  the  second, "  To  the  health  of  the  Empress,  of  the  Czarevltsh, 
the  grand  duke  heritier,  and  all  the  imperial  family."  The  third  was ;  "  To 
the  prosperity  of  the  American  people,  and  to  the  health  of  their  President,  and 
of  their  representatives  here — ^the  ordinary  and  the  extraordiiin»7.*' 

After  dinner,  according  to  custom,  began  the  speeches.  J.  Tolstoy,  the  min- 
ister of  telegrtsphs  and  ports,  an  old  director,  said  :  "  Prince  Alexander,  son  of 
Michael,  our  assembly  begs  you  to  express  to  our  American  guests  the  sympathy 
we  have  for  them;  we  thank  them  that  they  have  not  refused  our  invitation; 
we  rejoice  that  once  more  they  have  had  an  opportunity  to  witness  the  expres- 
sion of  the  sentiments  which  Russia  cherishes  for  America."  Prince  Gortchacow 
responded  :  '*  Gentlemen,  our  friends  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  know  the  senti- 
ments which  their  presence  among  us  and  the  object  of  their  coming  inspires. 
These  sentiments  have  been  expressed  to  them  by  all  the  degrees  of  the  social 
scale — there  where  mind  ornaments  thought,  and  where  the  heart  only  knows 
its  primitive  expression.  They  make  themselves  known  as  the  echo  of  a  single 
voice — mine  could  hardly  embellish  it.  The  exceptional  act,  unique  in  history, 
by  which  Congress  has  sent  a  message  of  aflfection  to  our  sovereign,  the  choice 
of  the  person  who  has  been  charged  with  it,  of  whom  all  of  as  have  appreciated 
the  high  distinction,  calm  dignity  united  to  warmth  of  heart,  the  couraj^eous 
skill  of  those  who  have  directed  the  passage,  in  resolving  a  problem,  which  till 
now  had  eluded  modem  science ;  finally  the  fact  that  among  us  is  found  a  rep- 
resentative of  that  nation,  who,  during  a  series  of  years  and  under  all  circum- 
stances has  given  proofs  of  the  highest  desire  to  maintain  the  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries — all  that,  gentlemen,  completed  work  of  harmony 
without  disaccord.  ^  . 
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^*  I  raoiee  at  tbe  presence  of  these  gentlemen  in  our  midst ;  for  I  bdieve  th*t 
Rnesia  loses  nothing  by  being  seen  more  closely  {de  pres,)  Distance  rounds  the 
lines  of  the  far  horizon,  but  it  prevents  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
the  situation. 

**  1  congratulate  myself  that  practical  minds,  strmngen  to  aU  prejudice,  have 
come  to  judge  us  as  we  are.  They  will  have  had  also  an  opportunity  of  ap- 
preciating the  sovereign,  who  is  the  greatest  glory  of  the  country,  and  the  na- 
tion, who  is  his  strength. 

**  It  is  said  that  good  reigns  constitute  the  blank  pages  of  history.  This  say- 
ing is  not  absolutely  true.  If  there  is  a  reign  whose  every  page  is  fruitful  of 
reforms  of  high  bearing  in  the  interest  of  the  interior  organization  ;  if  there  is  a 
rei^n  devoted  in  its  present  solicitude  in  view  of  a  great  future,  it  is  that  which 
to-day  unites  the  affectionate  and  devoted  sentiments  of  the  country,  because 
all  of  us  have  the  inmost  conviction  that  every  interest  of  that  noble  existence 
is  consecrated  with  unlimited  self-denial  to  itie  well-being  of  our  country.  I 
-will  only  cite  among  those  many  works  the  greatest  of  all,  that  of  the  emanci- 
pation, and  I  here  ask  our  American  friends  the  permission  of  an  outbreak  of 
frankness  {d'un  dau  de  franchise.)  The  message  of  the  Congress  contains  an 
error,  which  can  only  be  explained  by  the  intervening  distance,  when  they 
make  mention  of  an  *  enemy  of  emancipation.'  The  madman  to  whom  allusion 
is  made  belonged  to  no  nationality.  He  had  no  personal  stake  in  the  destinies 
of  the  country.  He  represented  only  the  blind  chance  of  his  birth.  In  Rus- 
sia, gentlemen,  tiiere  exists  not  a  single  enemy  of  emancipation.  The  class  upon 
which  that  measure  has  imposed  heavy  sacrifices  have  hailed  it  with  the  same 
enthusiasm  as  those  who  owe  to  it  their  liberty.  That  is  a  testimony  which 
our  sovereign  was  the  first  to  render  to  his  territorial  nobility ;  and  I  believe, 
gentlemen,  that  in  these  walls,  where  are  united  the  intelligence  and  interests 
of  that  class,  there  will  no  voice  be  raised  to  contradict  my  words. 

**  I  need  not  insist  upon  the  manifestations  of  sympathy  between  the  two 
countries.  They  shine  out  in  broad  daylight.  It  is  one  of  the  moat  interesting 
facts  of  our  day — a  fact  which  creates  between  two  peoples— ^I  will  venture 
to  say  between  two  continents — the  germs  of  good  will  and  reciprocal 
friendship  which  will  bear  fruit ;  which  create  traditions,  and  which  tend  to  con- 
solidate between  them  relations  based  upon  a  true  spirit  of  Christian  civilization. 
That  understanding  does  not  rest  upon  geographical  neighborhood — the  sea's 
abyss  divides  us  ;  nor  does  it  rest  upon  parchments — I  find  no  trace  of  it  in  thia 
archives  of  the  ministry  confided  to  myself ;  it  is  instructive ;  from  this  time  I 
venture  to  call  it  providential.  I  approve  of  that  good  understanding  (entente;) 
I  have  faith  in  its  duration.  In  my  political  policy,  all  my  cares  will  tend  to 
its  consolidation.  I  say  cares  (soins)  and  not  efforts  (ejhrff)  when  we  have  to 
do  with  a  reciprocal  and  spontaneous  attraction. 

"One  motive  which  leads  me  to  proclaim  aloud  that  entente  is,  because  it  is  not 
a  menace  or  a  peril  to  anybody.  It  inspires  me  with  no  coveteousness,  with  no 
afterthought.  The  Lord  has  made  the  existence  of  the  two  countries  upon  such 
conditions  that  their  great  interior  life  is  for  them  enough.  The  United  States  are 
at  home  invulnerable.  That  state  of  things  does  not  alone  depend  upon  the 
fact  that  an  ocean  rampart  defends  them  from  European  conflicts,  but  upon  the 
public  spirit  which  there  reigns  upon  the  personal  character  of  their  citizens. 

"  America  can  experience  no  other  evil  than  what  she  may  inflict  upon  her- 
self. We  have  veiled  with  black  the  melancholy  pages  of  these  latter  times. 
We  hiive  seen  with  profound  regret  the  struggle  between  the  brothers  of  the 
north  and  the  brothers  of  the  south ;  but  we  have  always  had  faith  in  the  final  tri- 
umph of  the  Union ;  and  we  hope  for  its  durable  consolidation  from  the  efforts 
of  the  actual  President,  whose  policy,  breathing  at  the  same  time  firmness  and 
moderation,  has  all  our  sympathies. 

''I  allow  myself  to  find  also  a  certain  analogy  between  the  two^ countries. 
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Russia  by  her  geographical  position  can  be  drawn  into  Eoropean  complications. 
The  chances  of  war  may  Aiake  us  submit  to  reverses.  Nevertheless  I  think  that 
the  same  invulnerabilitj  exists  equally  for  Russia,  which  she  would  at  all  times 
prove  when  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  country  should  be  seriously  threatened ; 
for  then,  as  in  all  the  crises  of  her  history,  the  true  power  of  Russia  would  be 
manifest.  It  does  not  consist  only  in  the  territorial  vastness,  or  in  the  number 
of  her  population ;  it  is  in  the  intimate  and  indissoluble  tie  which  binds  ihe  na- 
tion to  the  sovereign,  and  which  consigns  to  his  hands  all  the  material  and  intel- 
lectual forces  of  the  empire,  as  it  concentrates  in  him  to-day  all  t^e  sentiments 
of  love  and  devotion.  I  thauk  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  indulgence  yon  have  given 
my  words  whilst  regretting  that  the  sentiments  which  animate  us  have  received  so 
imperfect  utterance. 

**  Before  concluding,  I  desire  that  there  should  be  no  omission  with  which 
our  American  friends  could  justly  reproach  us  if  I  should  omit  to  devote  some 
words  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  President  Lincoln ;  of  that  great  citizen  who 
has  sacrificed  his  life  in  the  dbcharge  of  his  duty. 

**  Be  pleased  to  allow  me,  in  returning  upon  the  health  that  we  have  already 
proposea,  to  give  a  toast  to  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States ;  to  the  success 
of  the  work  of  pacification ;  to  the  actual  President;  to  Mr.  Fox,  to  whom  has 
been  confided  a  task  which  could  not  have  been  put  into  better  hands ;  to  Cap- 
tains Murray  and  Beaumont,  whose  intrepid  skill  has  insured  the  success  of  this 
distant  voyage,  as  well  as  collectively  to  all  those  who  have  participated  in  it 
I  will  not  commit  the  ingratitude  to  forget  the  actual  representative  of  the  United 
States,  now  among  us,  who  has  constantly  given  us  proofs  of  his  affection  for 
Russia. 

"  When  our  friends  from  America  shall  return  to  their  homes,  I  desire  that  they 
shall  carry  with  them  and  perpetuate  the  sentiments  which  they  bequeath  us ; 
that  they  will  tell  their  compatriots  that  a  great  nation  will  never  forget  the 
evidence  of  sympathy  offered  their  sovereign ;  that  they  will  never  forget  that 
which  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  two  nations,  the  moment  when  we  and  our 
American  friends  have  lived  the  same  life,  when  tbey  partook  of  our  joys  and 
shared  our  woes." 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox  spoke  as  follows : 

*'  In  the  presence  of  him  who  has  spoken  in  the  name  of  Russia  I  should  not 
say  a  word.  My  mission  was  finished  when  I  placed  in  the  hands  of  his 
imperial  Majesty  the  resolution  of  Congress.  In  remaining  in  Russia  to  accept 
its  hospitality  and  courtesy,  I  have  assumed  a  duty  very  diflficult  and  very  deli- 
cate, that  of  representing  faithfully,  day  after  day,  the  spirit  which  dictated  that 
resolution.  Until  af^er  my  return  to  Washington,  ana  I  shall  have  received 
the  approbation  or  the  blame  of  my  government,  I  shall  not  know  if  I  have 
been  faithful  to  that  obligation.  That  which  I  do  know  is,  that  everywhere  in 
Russia,  from  the  most  elevated  to  the  most  humble,  there  has  been  unanimity  in 
the  welcome  we  have  received.  In  the  course  of  a  reception  without  pre- 
cede^jt  even  in  this  empire,  the  people,  the  great  people,  upon  whose  shoulders 
rests  the  national  unity,  has  spread  its  wide  sympathies  before  us  as  a  garment 
spread  under  our  feet.  If  there  has  been  any  shortcoming,  it  is  on  my  part  alone 
and  not  on  the  part  of  any  Bussian.  And  now  to  the  word  of  welcome,  and  the 
bright  skies  which  have  accompanied  it,  have  succeeded  the  word  of  adieu  and  the 

floomy  damp  of  winter  which  draws  nigh ;  but  beyond  is  the  eternal  sunshine, 
[uman  passions  may  in  the  future  raise  menacing  clouds  between  the  two 
countries.  God  ^ant  that  those  who  shall  then  have  control  of  affnu^  may, 
like  Paul,  see  a  heavenly  light  shine  above  them,  a  diviner  light  emanating 
from  the  sympathies  of  these  last  days.  When  the  eloomy  night  of  civil  war 
was  spread  over  America,  there  was  one  statesman  whose  prophetic  glance  per- 
ceived the  dawn  of  fijial  victory.  His  words  of  sympathy,  &llen  into  oar  hearta» 
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have  there  grown  as  pearls.  He  now  approaches  the  evening  of  life ;  the  glories 
of  the  setting  sun,  emolems  of  his  career,  shine  aronnd  him.  As  by  the  erace  of 
God  the  Eun  stood  still  for  Joshua,  so  may  it  linger  a  long  time  before  the  eyes 
of  the  two  nations  that  their  gaze  may  be  towards  him,  till  God  shall  recall 
him  to  himself. 

"  I  drink  to  the  health  of  Prince  Gortchacow." 

Count  DavJdoflF  then  delivered  a  long  and  complimentary  speech  to  the 
Americans.  It  has  been  my  policy  and  duty  here  to  put  forward  Mr.  Fox  and 
his  suite,  and  therefore  I  haa  not  intended  to  say  anything  in  response  to  the 
compliment  paid  me ;  but  being  called  upon,  I  said  : 

"  Gentlemen,  I  am  not  insensible  to  your  kindness,  but  affcer  the  able  and 
exhaustive  speeches  of  my  distinguished  friends.  Prince  Gortchacow,  Count 
Davidoff,  and  Secretary  Fox,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  return  my  thanks  to  the 
eminent  minister  of  foreign  affairs  for  the  compliment  he  bas  been  pleased  to 
pay  me.  Having  always  been  the  friend  of  Russia,  because  she  haa  always 
been  the  friend  of  my  own  countiy,  I  shall  venture  a  word  in  the  spirit  which 
bas  pervaded  all  my  political  and  social  intercourse  with  this  great  nation. 
Peace  seems  to  be  deemed  here,  as  with  us,  the  true  policy.  With  a  people  of 
more  than  seventy  millions,  with  one  language  and  one  religion,  strong  in  the 
love  of  their  father  and  Emperor,  Russia  can  treat  with  indifference  the  petty 
questions  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  devote  all  her  energies  to  the 
aevelopment  of  her  civil,  social,  and  material  well-being.  I  propose  as  a  senti- 
ment, then :  Commerce,  agriculture,  education,  and  manufactures — more  powerful 
than  arms  to  maintain  the  independence  and  liberties  of  a  people." 

Captain  Murray  said :  "  I  thank  Prince  Gortchacow  for  his  amiable  compli- 
ments ;  he  was  incapable  of  expressing  the  sentiments  which  filled  his  heart. 

^  However,  he  would  say,  once  for  all,  a  similar  occasion  presenting  itself  to 
him,  perhaps  for.  the  last  time,  that  the  fipracious  hospitality  given  to  the  officers 
here»as  everywhere  in  Russia,  has  produced  upon  them  such  an  impression  as 
the  most  remote  time  will  never  efface. 

"  It  has  been  very  justly  remarked  that  the  sea  has  its  dangers,  but  we  have 
braved  them  only  to  present  ourselves  to  much  greater  dangers  upon  the  land. 
We  are  not  sure  whether  there  will  be  allowed  us  a  like  triumph  aiker  touching 
upon  the  rocks  of  Russian  hospitality. 

**  Gentlemen,  I  propose  a  toast  to  the  prosperity  of  this  magnificent  dub, 
which,  in  its  present  organization,  has  so  many  things  worthy  of  admiration.  It 
would  have  been  preferable,  perhaps,  if  it  had  borne  another  name,  but  *.  the  rose 
under  whatever  name  smells  as  sweetly;*  so,  long  live  the  English  Club !" 

Commander  J.  C.Beaumont,  being  called  for,  said  :  "He  also  thanked  Prince 
€U>rtchacow  for  the  flattering  mention  of  his  name.  He  had  desired  also  to  have 
proposed  the  prosperity  of  the  club,  but  had  been  anticipated  by  his  friend 
Captain  Murray,  so  that  it  only  now  remained  to  him  with  aH  his  heart  to  drink 
to  the  hospitable  spirit  which  had  to-day  brought  us  together." 

I  have  thus  given  you  the  principal  speeches  from  the  French  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Journal  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made.  As  a  semi-official 
shadowing  of  the  foture  policy  of  this  government,  I  make  you  a  full  and  accu- 
rate report  of  Prince  Gortchacow's  views  on  the  situation.  I  need  only  remark 
that  they  were  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  respect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
.Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  222.]  Dbp»artment  of  State, 

Washington^  September  24,  186G. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  tLe  30th  of  Augost,  without  number  (No.  117,)  has 
been  received. 

The  President  is  gratified  to  learn  that  Assistant  Secretary  Fox.  has  performed 
his  work  in  so  acceptable  a  manner  with  regard  to  the  special  mission  with 
which  he  was  intrusted  near  the  person  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  When 
full  details  of  that  transaction  shall  nave  been  rceeived  here,  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  advert  to  the  subject  again. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq ,  ^.,  ifc.y  ^c. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

No.  121.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

8t.  Petertburgf  Ruisia,  October  8, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  refrained  from  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  visit  of  Assistant  Sec- 
retary G.  V.  Fox,  and  his  reception  by  the  court  and  people  of  Russia,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  would  give  me  a  copy  of  his  journal  for  the  State 
Department.  As  this  reception  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  history,  and 
I  desire  to  have  that  journal  on  record  in  the  archives  of  the  Stat«  Department, 
I  have  asked  him  to  send  you  a  copy,  which  I  request  you  to  mark  A,  B,  and 
make  it  a  part  of  this  despatch. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  • 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Seward, 

U.  8.  Steamer  Augusta, 

KeU,  Prussia,  Septsmher  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  fttraish  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  journal  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  a  narrative  of  my  doings  in  Russia. 
With  fireat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  *^  G.  V.  FOX, 

Assistant  Surstarn  of  the  Nat]/. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofStaU  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr,  Welles. 

Ko.  9.]  United  States  Steamer  Augusta, 

Keil,  Prussia,  SepUmber  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  ionmal  of  my  doinffs  since  the  date  of  my 
official  despatch,  numbered  7,  which  was  forwarded  from  Paris  the  3a  of  July. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  our  minister  at  Paris,  presented  me  to  Prince  Napoleon.  At  this  interview 
the  Prince  said  to  me  in  presence  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  '*Do  not  be  too  friendly  with  Buasia." 
I  answered,  **  Russia  and  America  have  no  rival  interests ;  Russia  has  always  been  friendly 
to  America,  and  we  reciprocate  the  feeling."  He  said,  **Tou  can  stand  alone;  yon  do  not 
want  friends."  I  answered,  '*  When  it  was  doubtful  whether  we  should  ever  stand  again, 
at  a  time  when  the  most  powerful  nations  menaced  us,  Russia  felt  and  expressed  her  sjm* 
pathy  for  us,  and  America  never  will  forget  it."  After  a  few  moments'  silence  he  said,  **  Rus- 
sia is  for  herself  alone;"  and  the  subject  changed. 

On  the  9th  I  left  Paris  for  Geneva  to  meet  relatives.  On  the  13th  I  visited  Chamouny,  at 
the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc;  on  the  15th  to  Lausanne ;  and  on  Uie  16th  to  Berne,  to  call  on  our 
minister,  and  on  the  same  evening  arrived  at  Basle.  #n  the  17th  to  Strasbourg ;  on  the 
18th  to  Mannheim ;  and  on  the  19th  remained  over  night  at  Bingen.  The  20th  I  deaeended 
the  Rhine  by  steamer  to  Cologne. 

I  had  appointed  Stettin  as  the  stopping  place  of  the  Augusta  and  MianUmomoh,  after 
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leaving  England,  and  at  that  place  I  designed  joining  the  monitor,  and  proceeding  directlj 
to  CronBtadt ;  but  at  Cologne  I  learned  that  the  cholera  was  veiy  bad  at  Stettin.  After  com- 
monicating  by  telegraph  with  our  consul  tbei'e,  Mr.  Lundell,  who  corroborated  the  cholera 
reports,  I  telegraphed  to  our  minister,  Mr.  Yeaman,  at  Copenhagen,  to  stop  the  ships  at  that 
port,  as  they  passed  through  the  sound.  My  telegram  was  in  time,  and  on  the  22d  I  left 
Cologne  and  reached  Copenhagen  on  the  24th,  prepared  to  sail  direct  for  Cronstadt  the  next 
day,  out  hearing  alarming  accounts  of  the  cholera,  I  determined  to  awut  accurate  infurma- 
tion  from  our  minister,  Mr.  Clay,  to  whom  I  telegraphed. 

On  the  26th  I  visited  the  navy  yard.  The  27th,  Uaptain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont, 
and  myself  were  presented  to  the  IQng  by  the  United  States  mioister ;  in  the  afternoon  the  King 
and  royal  family  visited  the  Miantonomoh.  The  28th,  the  Russian  minister  and  friends  visited 
the  monitor.  Julv  29th,  our  minister,  Mr.  Yeaman,  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beau* 
mont,  Mr.  Edward  H.  Green,  J.  F.  Loubat,  and  myself,  dined  with  the  King  and  royal 
family  at  Bemesdorfl 

3ist,  having  received  accounts  from  Mr.  Clay  that  the  Cholera  was  abating  at  St  Peters- 
burg, and  the  Russian  consul  having  informed  me  that  there  was  no  cholera  at  Helsingfors, 
I  decided  to  go  to  that  port  and  await  more  accurate  information,  I  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Clay,  offering  to  proceed  alone  to  St  Petersburg,  but  he  answered  to  '^come  with  the  ships, 
if  it  took  all  summer."  At  2.30  p.  m.  of  this  day  both  ships  went  to  sea.  August  3d,  at 
3.20  p.  m.,  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Helsingfors.  The  governor,  admiral,  and  general  in 
command,  with  their  suites,  called  upon  me  on  board  the  monitor,  and  welcomed,  me  by 
orders  of  the  Emperor,  in  Russian  waters. 

August  4th,  attended  a  lunch  given  by  the  officials  to  the  Americans,  which  was  followed 
by  a  ball  in  the  evening.  Further  courtesies  were  planned,  but  learning  that  the  cholera 
had  ceased  at  Cronstadt,  I  determined  to  proceed  with  all  despatch.  August  5th,  at  8  a.  m., 
got  under  way  and  went  to  sea.  Met  a  Russian  squadron  outside  of  the  harbor  sent  to 
esciftt  us  to  Cronstadt    The  following  vessels  comprised  the  squadron,  viz: 

Sebastopol — broadside  iron-clad  fl^-ship,  Rear  Admiral  Likhatcheff,  Captain  Brummer ; 
Chrabzy— junior  flag-ship.  Rear- Admiral  Boutakoff,  Captain  Rehbinder ;  Wladimir— Captain 
Hondriauvoy  ;  Netronnemenia — broadside  iron- clad,  Captain  Silvanoff;  Jachont— Captain 
Hosnakoff;  Peroun— monitor,  Captain  Karpoff;  Strelitz— monitor,  Captain  Popoff ;  Lava — 
monitor.  Captain  Wogax ;  Edinorog— monitor.  Captain  Kladt ;  Smerch-^Cole^s  turret  ship, 
Captain  Kormiloff :  Douitri  Donskoy — Captain  Aukondinoff. 
*  August  6th,  at  10  a.  m.,  anchored  at  Cronstadt  We  were  welcomed  with  salutes,  cheers 
£rom  people  on  the  qnays  and  forts,  and  in  the  steam  yachts  with  music  on  board,  and  visits 
from  the  principal  officials  of  the  government,  and  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Cronstadt 
the  former  of  wnom  made  an  appropriate  address.  Rear-Admiral  S.  L^ssovsky  came  on  board 
and  informed  me  that  by  commana  of  the  Emperor  the  officers  and  crew  were  to  be  consid- 
ered the  guests  of  the  government  and  that  he  was  detailed  to  take  charge  of  us,  supported 
by  the  following  officers,  viz:  Rear- Admiral  Gorkovenko,  Captain  Hedorofsky,  Lieutenant 
Commander  Holtorskoi,  Lieutenant  Rickatcheff^*Lieutenant  LK)enbeck,  Lieutenant  Lehman, 
Lieutenant  Kupfer,  Ensign  Paltoff. 

At  1  p.  m.  I  went  to  St  Petersburg  and  paid  my  respects  to  our  minister,  Mr.  Clay,  and 
furnished  him  with  a  written  report  of  my  arrival,  and  copies  of  all  documents  addressed  to 
me  by  the  State  and  Navy  Departments ;  also  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and  the 
speech  proposed  when  presenting  the  resolution.  August  6th,  took  possession  of  apartments 
assigned  us  at  the  iiotel  de  France. 

August  7th,  made  the  necessary  official  calls  with  the  United  States  minister.  At  10  a.  m., 
proceeded  to  Peterhof,  by  appointment,  to  present  to  the  Emperor  the  resolution  of  Congress. 
At  the  station  in  Peterhof  we  were  received  by  the  officials  of  the  court,  and  Mr.  Clay  and 
myself  were  placed  in  a  four-horse  state  coach  and  driven  to  the  Palace.  At  2  the  following 
persons  were  presented  to  the  Emperor  by  Mr.  Clay,  Prince  Gortchakoff,  vice  chancellor 
and  minister  of  foreign  aflairs,  being  present :  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont  Mr. 
Green,  Mr.  Loubat  Mr.  John  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  and  mvselfl 

Immediately  after  the  presentation  I  read  the  enclosed  address,  marked  A,  to  the  Em- 
peror, and  then  handed  the  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  which  had  been  intrusted  to 
me  by  my  government.  The  Emperor  handed  the  resolution  to  Prince  Gortchakoff,  and 
replied  in  French,  which  was  immediately  afterwards  translated  into  English  by  Prince 
Gortchakoff,  and  is  enclosed  herewith,  nuuked  B. 

The  American  minister  and  officers  were  in  uniform,  and  Mf.  Green,  Loubat,  Van  Buren, 
and  myself,  in  black  fall  dress.  After  the  presentation  carriages  were  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal, and  we  called  upon  Kommissaroff,  the  peasant  who  saved  the  life  of  the  Emperor,  and 
then  visited  the  grounos  and  Mon  Plaisir,  where  a  dinner  was  prepared  and  partaken  of  by 
the  officers. 

August  9th,  received  the  Emperor  on  board  the  An^ta  at  11  a.  m.  He  visited  both  ves- 
sels with  a  distinguished  suite,  and  was  received  with  the  honors  designated  for  such  an 
oecasion.  The  Emperor  invited  Mr.  Ckiy,  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  myself,  to  accompany  him  to  visit  the  Russian  fleet  and  witness  tar^ 
firing  from  one  of  the  forts.  Visited  a  Russian  monitor,  the  iron-dad  batteiy  Netronnemema, 
and  thence  to  Fort  Paul. 
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Before  reach!p(^  the  fort,  lunched  with  the  Emperor  on  hoard  his  ^scht,  when  he  said  to 
me,  **  I  drink  to  the  prosperity  of  jonr  country,  and  that  the  fraternal  feelings  which  now 
exist  may  continue  forever."  Remained  at  Fort  Paul  two  hours,  witnessing  very  excellent 
target  firing.  As  the  Emperor  departed  for  Peterhof  he  hoisted  the  square  imperial  flag  and 
was  saluted  hy  all  the  forts  and  ships  of  war. 

At  five  p.  m.,  by  invitation  of  the  officers  of  the  Russian  fleet,  we  dined  at  the  Naval  Club 
room,  Cronstadt.  There  were  about  four  hundred  guests  present,  and  all  the  officers  of  our 
squadron  that  could  be  spared,  Mr.  Clay,  our  minister,  and  his  sectetary  of  legation,  Mr. 
Curtin.  The  people  of  Cronstadt,  in  larp  numbers,  received  us  as  we  landed ;  and  at  the 
club  rooms  we  were  welcomed  by  the.pnncipal  officials  and  the  national  airs  of  America. 

At  one  end  of  the  hall  were  the  portraits  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  and  Johnson ;  and  the 
flags  of  the  two  countries  were  appropriately  arranged.  The  banquet  was  honored  by  the 
presence  of  Eommisaroff,  the  peasant 

August  10.— Visited  the  Russian  ships  in  the  harbor  to  return  calls.  At  five  p.  m.  we 
dined  with  the  mayor  and  corporation  in  the  town  hall,  one  hundred  and  fifty  guests  being 
present.  This  entertainment  was  by  the  municipality,  who  are  elected  by  the  people,  as  in 
the  United  States,  and  who  are  entirely  distinct  from  the  government  officials.  The  town 
hall  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd,  who  filled  up  the  street,  and  expressed  their  welcome  by 
cheers  whenever  an  American  was  seen  at  the  windows. 

August  1  ] . — Left  for  St.  Petersburg  officially.  All  the  officers  of  the  squadron  were  invited, 
and  twenty-five  were  allowed  by  Captain  Murray  to  accept,  to  be  relieved  by  others  alter- 
nately. Upon  landiuflf  at  St  Petersburg  a  very  large  crowa  of  people  welcomed  us  by  cheers 
and  salutes.  Visited,  first,  the  church  of  St.  Isaac,  and  ascendeid  to  the  dome ;  thence  we 
took  possession  of  our  rooms  at  the  Hotel  de  France,  where  we  found  everything  placed  at 
our  disposal,  free  of  expense— carriages  to  visit  at  pleasure,  steam  yachts  to  return  to  the 
ships,  and  steam-tugs  to  wait  upon  the  vessels  at  Cronstadt 

At  two  p.  m.  the  American  minister  entertained  us  at  a  dejedner,  at  which  the  principal 
officials  of^the  government  and  foreign  diplomats  were  present  At  7.30  p.  m.  attended 'an 
evening  festival  g^ven  in  our  honor  by  the  River  Tacht  Club  of  St  Petersburg,  upon  the 
Little  Neva  and  one  of  the  islands.  It  consisted  of  a  row  in  boats  before  dark,  then  a  reoep- 
tion  in  the  yacht  building,  salutes,  christening  of  a  boat  called  the  **Fox"  by  Miss  Van 
Buren,  illuminations,  fireworks,  serenade  in  gondolas,  dancing,  supper,  and. a  brilliant  escort 
upon  leaving. 

August  12,  Sunday.— Attended  the  Episcopal  Church  service  at  the  English  chapel. 

August  ]3. — Went  to  Zarsko  Selo  to  visit  the  palace  and  the  famous  armory,  all  of  which 
was  uee\y  shown  to  us  by  General  Gogol],  the  governor,  who  entertained  us  during  the  dav. 
In  the  evening,  went  to  rawlofsk  to  an  entertainment  given  at  the  house  and  gardens  of  the 
railroad  station — music,  illuminations,  fountain  of  water  illuminated  by  dinerent-colored 
lights,  and  supper.    Twelve  thousand  people  assembled  to  see  us. 

-August  14. — At  ten  a.  m.  visited  the  adnyralty  and  the  imperial  public  library ;  p.  m.,  to 
the  Winter  Palace,  Hermitage,  Museum  of  Agp^cultoral  Management ;  and  in  the  evening, 
to  Zarsko  Selo  to  accept  private  hospitalities. 

August  15.— At  ten  a.  m.  visited  tne  Alexander  Nervsky  convent  and  cathedral;  thenoe 
to  the  foundiT  of  steel  guns,  near  which  we  lunched  with  the  originator  (under 4he  minister 
of  marine)  of  the  manufacture  of  Krupp  steel  in  Russia.  The  minister  of  marine,  Admiral 
Crabbe,  met  us  at  the  works,  and,  after  explaining  everything  to  us  and  casting  a  steel  gun 
in  our  presence,  called  upon  the  men  to  g^ve  three  cheers  for  the  Americans. 

Returned  to  St  Petersourg  by  boat,  and  visited  the  Merchant's  Exchange  and  the  museum 
of  the  scientific  academy.  At  five  p.  m.  we  dined  with  the  merchants  of  St  Petersburg,  at 
their  club  room  on  the  Nevsky,  Prospect  street  Received  the  announcement  that  I  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  club.  At  10.45  the  minister.  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beau- 
mont, Green,  Loubat,  and  myself  went  to  Krasnoe  Selo,  to  be  present  at  the  sham  fight  of 
the  troops  on  the  morrow,  to  which  we  were  invited  by  the  Emperor. 

August  16.— Witnessed  the  operations  of  the  troops  and  the  charges  of  cavalry,  the 
Emperor  being  present    Dined  tmfamUU  with  the  officers. 

August  17  —At  nine  a.  m.  a  deputation  consisting  of  the  mayor  and  a  committee  of  the 
corporation  of  St.  Petersburg  called  upon  me  to  announce  that,  by  election  and  permission  of 
the  Emperor,  I  was  become  an  honorary  citizen  of  St  Petersburg.  I  accepted  the  honor. 
Visited  the  navy-yards,  the  sailors*  house  of  correction.  Museum  of  Mining  Institute,  cathe- 
dral of  the  fortress,  where  the  imperial  family  of  Russia  are  buried,  and  the  little  boat,  from 
which  beginning  Peter  the  Great  conceived  a  navy  for  Russia.  At  5.30  we  dined  at  the 
Nobleman's  Club,  at  Strogonoff  villa.-  The  dinner  ended  with  a  ball  and  brilliant  illumin- 
ations.   Elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  club. 

August  18.— Went  to  Cronstadt  to  receive  the  diplomatic  corps  and  the  ladies  of  the  court 
who  were  prevented  from  Peterhof  by  bad  weather.  The  diplomatic  corps  were  received 
with  the  usual  honors. 

August  19.— At  ten  a.  m.,  by  rail  to  Peterhof,  to  be  n;resented  to  the  Empress,  our  min- 
ister. Captain  Murrav,  Commander  Beaumont,  Green,  Loubat,  myself,  and  eight  officers. 
The  presentation  took  place  at  thirty  minutes  past  noon ;  thence  our  minister.  Captain  Mur- 
ray, Commander  Beaumont  Mr.  Green,  Loubat,  and  myself  proceeded  to  the  palace  of  the- 
Grand  Duke  Nicholas,  and  were  presented  to  the  grand  duchess.    Immediatdy  aflterwuds 
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we  proceeded  to  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Dachess  Marj,  and  were  presented  to  her  and  the 
Princess  Eugenie.    Lunched  at  the  palace  with  the  grand  duchess  and  the  Princess  Eugenie. 

At  six  p.  m.  dined  with  the  Club  of  Mutual  Assistance  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Neva. 
Elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  club.  The  dinner  was  accompanied  bj  brilliant  illumin- 
ations. At  ten  p.  m.,  went  to  Krasnoe  Selo  to  be  prepared  for  the  review  of  the  morrow,  to 
which  Mr.  Clay,  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont,  Mr.  Green,  Loubat,  and  myself 
were  invited  by  the  Emperor. 

August  20. — Review  took  place  from  one  to  three  p.  m.,  in  presence  of  the  imperial  family. 
Lunched  at  the  table  of  tlie  Emperor.  At  six,  dined  with  Mr.  Winans  at  his  house  in  St. 
Petersburg.  At  nine  p.  m.  took  supper  with  Mr.  Gromoff,  at  his  beautiful  residence  in  the 
suburbs  of  St  PetersDurg— music,  iUnmination  of  ground,  water-works,  fireworks,  vocal 
music,  and  dancing. 

August  21.— At  8.30,  to  Peterhof  by  invitation  of  the  Emperor,  to  visit  with  him  the  forts 
in  the  process  of  construction  in  the  luurbor  and  the  ships  about  to  depart  upon  foreign  ser- 
vice. At  10  proceeded  to  Cronstadt;  witnessed  a  monitor  sham  fight;  visited  three  men- 
of-war  and  two  of  the  prindpal  iron-dad  fortifications.  Returned  to  St.  Petersburg  in  the 
evening. 

August  22.— At  throe  p.  m.  left  by  boat  for  Peterhof  to  dine  at  the  palace  with  the  Em- 
peror and  Empress.  Mr.  Clay,  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont,  Mr.  Loubat,  myself^ 
and  eight  officers  attended  the  dinner  at  five  p.  m.  Near  the  close  the  Emperor  rose  and,  in 
the  French  language,  drank  to  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  the  health  of  the  deputa- 
tion, and  the  continuation  of  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries.  After  dinner  the 
palace  carriage  were  placed  at  our  disposal,  in  which  we  visited  the  neighboring  palaces 
and  grounds. 

.  At  9.30  p.  m.  attended  a  ball  at  Peterhof,  presided  over  by  the  Grand  Duchess  Mary, 
in  aid  of  a  noble  charitable  purpose.  One  thousand  roubles  was  subscribed  and  handed  to 
the  grand  duchess  by  Captain  Murray.  The  Emperor  was  present  at  the  ball.  We  slept  at 
the  palace  this  night. 

August  23.— At  seven  a.  m.  returned  to  St.  Petersburg.  At  2.30  p.  m.  left  by  special 
cars  attached  to  the  train  for  Moscow,  Mr.  Clay,  our  minister.  Captain  Murray,  Commander 
Beaumont,  Mr.  Curtin,  secretary  of  legation,  Mr.  Loubat,  myself,  and  about  twenty  officers. 

At  six  p.  ro.,  at  Chudova  station,  seventy-five  miles  from  St.  Petersburg,  received  a  depu- 
tation from  Great  Novgorod,  forty>five  miles  distant,  consisting  of  the  governor,  the  president 
of  the  board  of  self-government  for  the  whole  district,  and  the  mayor.  They  welcomed  me 
with  a  brief  address  and  presented  me  with  views  of  Novgorod,  and  the  bronze  medal  struck 
in  commemoration  of  the  monument  erected  at  Novgorod  in  1862,  the  one  thousandth  anniver- 
*sary  ot  the  existence  of  the  Russian  Empire.  A  oeputation  of  peasants  presented  me  with 
the  **  bread  and  salt,'*  an  Eastern  custon  of  welcome. 

August  24. — At  10  a.  m.  arrived  at  Moscow.  The  governor,  Prince  Dolgorotlki,  the- 
mayor,  Prince  Stsherbatoff,  and  other  officials  received  us  at  the  station,  surrounded  by  a 
large  crowd.  The  mayor  welcomed  us,  and  announced  to  me  that  it  was  proposed  that  I 
should  be  elected  an  honorary  citizen  of  Moscow.  Took  carriages  provided  tor  us  and  went 
to  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Kokozeff  as  his  guests.  Here  we  received  many  official  visits ;  afterwards 
made  official  calls,  and  tiien  visitM  the  Kremlin,  the  Bazaar,  and  the  church  building  to 
commemorate  the  destruction  of  the  French  army  in  Russia  in  1812.  At  7  p.  m.  dined  with 
Prince  DalgaroAki,  the  governor-general  of  the  province ;  one  hundred  present.  A  very  great 
crowd  of  people  outside  cheering  us  during  dinner.  At  11  p.  m.  all  our  party  proceeded 
with  tbe  «>vernor  to  the  Zoological  Gardens,  where  we  could  with  difficulty  enter  on  ac- 
count of  the  crowd.  Music  on  the  stage,  with  dancing,  illuminiation  of  the  foliage  by  dif- 
ferent colored  lights,  a  display  of  fireworks  upon  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  a  supper  at 
midnight. 

August  25. — ^Visited  Novo  Devichi  conveat.  Calico  Print  Works,  and  a  review  of  the 
troops.  Again  presented  with  bread  and  salt  by  the  peasants.  At  7  p.  m.  dined  with  the 
city  government ;  three  hundred  present.  Portraits  of  Mr.  Clay,  Captain  Murray,  Com- 
mander Beaumont,  and  myself  were  hung  up  in  the  room,  while  the  usual  portraits  of  Wash- 
ington, Lincoln,  and  Johnson  graced  the  head  of  the  room. 

August  26. — Attended  Episcopal  service  a.  m.  At  3.30  p.  m.  we  went  into  the  country 
to  the  residence  of  Prince  Qalitzin  to  dine  with  him.  The  mayor,  elected  by  the  people  and 
formerly  a  serf  of  the  prince,  in  a  very  appropriate  speech  welcomed  me,  and  presented  me 
with  the  bread  and  salt  on  a  silver  service.  After  visiting  the  grounds,  constantly  cheered 
by  the  people,  we  dined  with  the  prince  at  7  p.  m.  After  dinner  I  presented  an  American 
flag  to  the  mayor. 

August  27.— Attended  the  Greek  service  in  the  church  of  the  Assumption.  Visited  the 
asylum  for  foundlings  and  orphans,  the  Romanoff  house,  the  church  of  St.  Basil,  and  the 
Zoological  Gardens,  where  an  address  of  welcdme  was  presented.    At  dusk  visited  the  Hawk 

gark  to  witness  the  various  entertainments  provided  for  the  populace.    It  was  estimated  that 
0,000  people  had  gathered  in  the  park,  chiefly  to  greet  us  by  an  enthusiastic  reception. 
August  28.— To  the  sacred  and  historical  monastery  of  Troitsa,  forty  miles  from  Moscow. 
Called  upon  the  aged  Metropolitan  of  Moscow,  who,  as  a  minister  of  peace,  welcomed  us 
upon  our  peaceful  mission.    By  his  direction  we  were  received  with  the  ringing  the  ffjf®^ 
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beUs,  and  shown  all  objects  of  interest    Returned  to«Moscow  at  5  p.  m.,  and  in  the  evening 
all  attended  the  ballet  by  invitation  of  the  governor. 

August  29. — At  1 0.30  left  Moscow  for  Ny nv  Novgorod,  two  hundred  and  seventj-three  miles 
distant.  The  governor,  Prince  Dolgoro&kl,  the  major,  Prince  StsherbatofF,  and  the  committee 
of  the  city  government  attended  us  at  the  station.  This  committee  proceeded  to  St  Petersburg 
to  invite  us  to  Moscow  on  behalf  of  the  citj  government.  Thej  accompanied  us  in  the  cars  to 
Moscow,  and  while  there,  together  with  the  major,  personally  contributed  to  our  comfort  and 
our  wishes  in  everj  possible  manner.  Rear- Admiral  L6ssovskj  and  most  of  his  suite  accom- 
panied us,  but  also  aA  guests.  After  leaving  Moscow  we  were  the  guests  of  the  merchants 
of  the  great  fair  of  Nijnj  Novgorod,  and  a  committee  from  them  took  us  in  special  cars.  At 
various  stations  crowds  of  people  collected  to  welcome 'us  as  their  true  friends.  Arrived  at 
Nija  Novgorod  at  midnight,  when  a  lar^e  crowd  collected  about  the  station,  which  was 
illuminate  and  provided  with  a  band  of  music,  which  plajed  '^Hail  Columbia"  There 
was  much  enthusiasm,  and  it  required  a  squad  of  Cossacks  to  open  the  waj  for  us  to  proceed 
to  our  quarters.  The  American  flag  was  displayed  very  conspicuously  about  the  city, 
probably  for  the  first  time,  among  the  200,000  traders  collected  together  at  this  fair.  Mr. 
Clay  and  some  of  the  officers  returned  to  St.  Petersburg  from  Moscow. 

August  30.— At  10  a.  m.  were  presented  to  the  Heritier  and  the  Grand  Duke  Vladimir, 
who  were  at  Nijny  for  a  few  days.  Ailenn'ards  made  the  necessary  official  calls  and  visited 
the  fair.  At  6  p.  ra.  dined  with  the  merchants  bv  invitation  of  the  committee ;  one  hundred 
and  fifly  merchants  and  officials  present.  AfVer  dinner,  dancing  and  music  by  a  company  of 
gypsies. 

August  31.— Visited  the  fair,  the  tomb  of  Minin,  and  and  at  five  dined  en  famUle  with  the 
committee.    Received  a  deputation  of  peasant  women,  dressed  in  their  national  costumes, 
who  had  been  to  present  themselves  to  the  grand  dukes.    They  gave  me  specimens  of  their  ^ 
bandwerk  in  iron  and  copper. 

September  I.— At  10  a.  m.  visited  the  principal  machine  shop  and  fbondnr  of  the  place,  and 
at  ll  embarked  in  a  special  steamer,  with  the  committee  and  several  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants, and  steamed  slowly  np  the  Volga.  Lunch  on  board ;  gypsy  dancing  and  music 
At  1  p.  m.  were  transferred  to  a  steamer  chartered  especially  for  our  use,  and  we  took  leave  of 
the  committee  of  merchants  and  came  again  under  the  charge  of  Rear- Admiral  L^ssovsky. 
Half  of  our  officers  returned  with  Commander  Beaumont  to  St.  Petersburg  via  Moscow. 

September  2.— At  10.30  a.  m.  arrived  at  Kostroma,  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  miles  np 
the  river  Volga  from  Niia  Novgorod.  This  city  I  desired  to  visit  on  mv  return  to  St  Peters- 
bure,  because  the  Russian  people  would  be  pleased  if  we  did.  The  Komanoff  fiunily,  now 
on  the  throne,  came  from  tnis  neighborhood ;  the  peasant  Susannah,  who  saved  the  life  of 
the  first  Romanofi^  and  Kommissarow,  who  saved  tne  life  of  the  present  Emperor. 

The  governor  received  us  on  the  wharf-— though  our  coming  before  afternoon  was  unexpected 
— and  soon  afterwards  the  mayor  and  marshal  of  nobility  welcomed  us.  Went  on  shore  to 
make  official  calls.  At  the  governor's  received  a  deputation  of  peasants,  with  a  present  of 
"  cake  and  salt*'  Visited  the  monument  to  the  first  Romanoff  and  his  peasant  savior ;  the 
monastery  where  he  was  sheltered,  and  the  large  machine  shop  and  foundry  lately  put  into 
operation.  The  people  gathered  everywhere  to  greet  us  witli  cheers.  P.  m.  lunched  on 
board  of  our  steamer,  having  the  governor  and  one  or  two  officials  with  us.  Jhe  people  col- 
lected en  masse  on  the  sloping  bank  of  the  river,  and  continually  cheered  the  Americans  and 
the  United  States.  At  six  went  on  shore  to  dine  with  the  governor,  the  mayor,  and  the  mar- 
shal of  nobility.  As  I  ascended  the  bank,  in  company  with  the  governor,  a  peasant  took  off 
his  long  overcoat,  the  usual  outer*  covering  of  that  class,  and  threw  it  down  in  my  p^h.  1 
turned  aside  and  stepped  over  it,  when  so  many  were  instantly  thrown  down  by  the  populace 
that  I  stopped,  hesitating  to  accept  a  compliment  given  only  to  the  Emperor.  The  governor 
motioned  to  me  to  proceed,  and  we  fUl  walked  to  our  carriages,  up  the  high  bank  of  the  river, 
upon  the  clothing  which  the  people  of  the  conntrr  threw  down  in  our  path.  It  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  our  carriages  made  their  way  through  the  mass  of  people. 

Upon  entering  the  building  where  the  dinner  was  prepared  the  beautiful  daughter  of  the 
ffovemer,  surrounded  by  young  girls,  all  dressed  in  white  and  ornamented  with  the  United 
States  colors,  welcomed  us  in  a  few  sentences  of  English,  and  then  presented  to  everv  one  a 
bouquet  of  flowers,  tied  with  ribbons  of  red,  white  and  blue.  From  dinner  to  a  ball  at  the 
club-room,  thence  to  a  hemp-yam  factory,  and  to  the  residence  of  the  owner.  The  city  was 
very  generally  illuminated,  and,  though  midnight,  groups  of  people  liuffered,  cheering  us. 

September  3,  at  1.30  a.  m.,  departed  up  the  river.  At  I  p.  m.  stopped  a  little  above  Ribin- 
ski  to  visit  a  rope-walk  and  ship  yard.  Dined  with  the  proprietor.  At  6  lett,  still  ascending 
the  Volga  river.  At  8  p.  m.  stopped  at  Keemera  to  wood.  A  deputation  headed  by  the 
mayor  came  on  board  to  welcome  us,  and  extended  an  invitation  to  go  on  shore  to  see  the 
church  and  take  tea.  Accepted.  No  officials  of  the  government  were  present,  the  authori- 
ties being  elected  under  the  system  of  self-government  authorized  by  tne  present  Emperor. 
As  we  returned  to  the  steamer  the  populace  escorted  us  with  lights  in  their  hands,  and  illu- 
minated the  path  by  placing  two  parallel  lines  of  lights. upon  the  ground,  reaching  to  the 
wharf,  and  cheering  us  all  the  time  with  great  enthusiasm.  September  5,  at  7.30,  stopped 
at  Kortcheva  to  wood ;  welcomed  by  the  mayor,  chief  of  police,  and  prinpipal  personages  of 
the  town,  and  the  people.  Digi^i,^^  by  (^OO^ 
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The  chief  of  police  ib  an  official  detailed  by  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  but  all 
other  officials  were  elected  and  held  office  from  the  people. 

We  were  invited  to  drink  a  cup  of  tea.  Our  welcome  was  very  enthusiastic,  and  the 
mayor  announced  to  me  that  I  was  proposed  as  an  honorary  citizen  of  the  town.  At  9 
steamed  np  river.  At  onr  next  stopping  place  for  wood  the  peasants  brought  on  board  fresh 
caught  fisn  and  presented  them  to  us.  At  5.30  reached  Tver,  where  the  railroad  from  St. 
Petersburg  to  Moscow  crosses  the  Volga,  a  point  distant  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  miles 
from  Nijny  Novgorod. 

The  marshal  of  the  nobility  and  the  president  of  the  council  of  self-government,  the  gov- 
ernor, and  the  mayor  received  us  at  the  landing,  drove  us  to  the  principal  points  of  attraction 
in  the  city,  and  then  to  dinner  at  the  railroad  station,  where  the  people  met  and  cheered  us. 
At  7  p.  m.  took  the  Moscow  train  for  St  Petersburg. 

September  6,  at  9  a.  m.,  arrived  at  St.  Petersburg.  This  day  and  the  7th  accepting  private 
hospitalities.  September  8,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Captain  Murray,  Commander  B^umout, 
Mr.  Loubat,  and  myself  went  to  Strelna  apd  were  presented  to  the  Grand  Duchess  Con- 
stantino, and  brefUdasted  with  her.  The  Grand  Duchess  and  the  ladies  of  the  household 
wore  the  colors  of  the  United  States.  At  5  p.  m.  dined  at  the  English  Club  in  St»  Peters- 
burg, Prince  Gortchakoff  presiding.    Two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  present. 

September  9,  a.  m.  to  the  Episcopal  service  in  the  English  chapel.  At  1  p.  m.  itiet  Prince 
Gortchakoff  by  appointment  at  the  Foreign  Office.  After  complimentary  allusions  to  myself, 
he  handed  to  me,  m  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  a  gold  snuff-box  ornamented  with  six  lai^ 
diamonds  and  twenty-six  of  smaller  size,  surrounding  a  miniature  of  the  Emperor ;  also,  a 
large  diamond  ring,  which  he  remarked  mieht  be  given  to  Mrs.  Murray,  and  one  of  the  same 
kind  for  Commander  Beaumont.  I  received  these,  and  handed  both  rings  to  Captain  Murray. 
Books  of  various  kinds  were  presented  to  every  officer  in  the  squadron  in  the  name  of  the 
Emperor. 

At  7  dined  with  Mr.  Jookoff ;  ^!tj  present.  His  grounds  were  illuminated  in  a  brilliant 
manner.  September  10,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  Zarsko  Selo,  to  take  leave  of  the  Emperor 
and  Empress.  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont,  Loubat,  and  myself  were  re- 
ceived at  noon.  The  Emperor  said  that  he  wished  me  to  convev  to  the  President  how  deepl  v 
he  felt  at  the  mission  which  had  been  sent.  He  saw  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  the  friend- 
ship of  two  great  nations,  and  it  was  his  desire  to  perpetuate  it  He  hoped  I  would  testify 
to  the  American  people  the  feelings  of  friendship  which  I  had  found  among  the  Russians, 
and  that  I  would  carry  away  personally  a  good  remombrance  of  Russia. 

At  5.30  dined  with  Prince  Gortchakoff  in  St  Petersburg ;  forty  present  September  11, 
by  invitation,  our  minister.  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont,  and  several  officers 
attended  the  commemorafive  services  at  the  church  of  Alexander  Nevsky.  The  Emperor, 
imperial  family,  and  court,  foreign  ambaasadors,  and  principal  officials  of  the  government 
present.  At  8  p.  m.  visited  the  Alexander  Institute  for  the  education  of  young  ladies.  Re- 
ceived by  the  **  lady  directresses"  and  principal  officers  of  the  institution,  which  is  now 
divided  into  two  schools.  The  young  laoies  sang  **  Hail  Columbia  "  in  English,  and  danced 
Russian  national  dances.  It  was  announced  that  the  day  and  hour  of  our  departure  the 
school  would  be  assembled,  and  prayers  offered  to  God  for  our  safety  at  sea. 

September  12,  at  10  a.  m..  Captain  Murray,  Commander  Beaumont,  and  myself  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Prince  of  Oldenburg  at  his  palace  in  the  city.  At  11  visited  the  topographical 
bureau  of  the  war  department ;  thence  to  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Duchess  Marv.  Received 
news  from  Kostroma  that  I  was  unanimously  proposed  as  honorary  citizen  of  that  city. 

September  13,  at  11  a.  m.,  visited  the  practice  ground  of  the  army  and  navy  for  gAis, 
examined  the  targets,  the  rifled  steel  guns  and  models,  and  witnessed  a  little  firing  from  the 
eight-inch  breech-loading  rifle.  We  were  invited  by  the  Grand  Duchess  Catharine  to  din- 
ner, but  the  consecration  of  the  Emperor's  chapel  postponed  it  In  the  afternoon  to  Cron- 
stadt  to  attend  a  ball  given  by  Admiral  NerosilsKy,  governor  of  Cronstadt.  September  14, 
preparing  for  our  departure.  September  15,  ^Saturday)  at  noon  lunched  with  the  minister 
of  marine,  Admiral  Crabbe,  on  board  his  vacnt  Ruric.  Received  a  deputation  of  peasants, 
who  had  come  a  long  distance  to  thank  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  their  friendship 
and  sympathy.  General  Greige,  aide-de-camp  of  the  Emperor,  presented  me  with  the  gold 
medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  edict  of  emancipation.  At  4.30  p.  m.  went  on  boara  the 
United  States  steamer  Augusta,  and  with  the  Miantonomoh  steamed  out  of  the  harbor,  ac- 
companied by  the  minister  in  his  yacht,  the  steam  frigate  Swetlana,  Captain  Drosdier,  and 
the  sloop  Chrabzy,  Captain  Rehbinder.  Personal  salutes  were  ^ven  to  myself  and  national 
salutes  and  great  cheering  to  our  flag.  At  7  the  minister  of  marine  left  us  in  his  yacht,  after 
a  display  of  fireworks,  and  directing  the  two  men-of-war  to  see  us  safely  out  of  the  Gulf  of 
Finland.  September  16,  standing  down  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  convoyed  by  the  Russian 
ships. 

September  17.— Having  entered  fully  into  the  Baltic,  each  Russian  ship  fired  a  national 
salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  and  a  personal  salute  of  seventeen  guns,  and  left  us  after  cheer- 
ing ship. 

I  found  on  board  the  Augusta  a  note  from  Admiral  Novossilsky  and  a  picture  of  our  Si^viour, 
presented,  as  the  admiral  wrote,  by  a  peasant  named  Michael  Masieff,  who,  out  of  the  savings 
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of  his  labor,  had  bonght  this  sacred  picture,  and  desired  to  hare  it  sent  to  me  as  an  expres- 
sion of  his  feelinji^s  toward  the  nation  that  had  sympathized  with  his  Emperor. 

On  the  14th  of  Aug^ist,  and  again  on  the  2dth,  an  entertainment  was  given  on  shore  at 
Cronstadt  to  all  the  crew  that  could  be  spared  from  dntj.  At  all  the  institutions  and  public 
places  which  we  visited  the  principal  officials  received  us  in  full  dress,  and  presents  were 
made  generally  to  most  of  our  party,  such  as  books,  maps,  photog^phs.  and  medals.  Rear 
Admiral  L^ssovskj  and  the  officers  associated  with  him  were  unremitting  in  their  attentions, 
and  faithfully  observed  the  instructions  of  the  Emperor  to  see  that  we  received  a  Russian 
welcome.  But  the  striking  feature  of  our  visit  was  the  spontaneous  reception  everywhere 
accorded  to  us  by  the  people  themselves.  From  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  empire  telegrams 
were  sent  welcoming  us,  and  expressing  the  most  grateful  feelings  towards  the  people  of  th» 
United  States. 

The  first  toast  at  entertainments  was  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson, 
and  his  picture,  with  Washing^n's  and  Lincoln*s,  usuallv  gpraced  every  assembly. 

The  speeches  were  friendlv,  appropriate,  and  full  of  feeling.  The  flag  of  the  United  States 
has  been  shown  and  honored  for  a  thousand  miles  in  the  interior  of  Russia,  and  our  national 
airs  have  become  familiar  to  her  people. 

The  Emperor  reviewed  his  troops,  alternating  the  music  of  the  two  empires  as  the  cloud  of 
Cossacks  swept  past  in  a  charg^. 

If  nations  require  friends,  and  must  lean  towards  each  other  like  individuals,  here  are 
eighty  millions  of  people,  one  race,  one  language,  and  a  unit  in  their  feelings  of  friendship 
for  the  United  States. 

The  present  Emperor  has  conferred  upon  them  emanci^tion,  liberty  of  the  press,  abolish- 
ment of  the  knout,  local  self-government,  and  trial  by  jury.  Under  these  wise  measures 
the  empire  begins  to  feel  that  conscious  strength  whicb  springs  from  national  unity  resting 
upon  the  diffusion  of  light  and  power  to  all  classes. 

The  unprecedented  distinction  conferred  upon  a  foreigner,  in  electing  him  an  honorary 
citizen  by  permission  of  the  Emperor,  of  St.  retersburff,  Cronstadt,  Moscow,  Kortcheva, 
and  Kostroma ;  the  unanimous  welcome  given  to  us  by  sll  classes,  and  the  unusual  recep- 
tion extended  to  the  officers  and  crew,  by  making  the  former  without  preference  guests  of 
the  government,  are  due  chiefly  to  the  friendly  action  of  Congress  in  passing  the  resolution 
of  sympathy-,  and  to  the  government  in  sending  an  official  to  Kussia  in  a  squadron  of  armed 
•hips  to  deliver  it. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Hon.  QiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  • 


Address  read  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  upon  presenting  a  copy  of  the  resolution  tff  Congress. 

Sire  :  The  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  your  imperial  Majesty  is 
the  voice  of  a  people  whose  millions  of  Ups  speak  from  a  single  heart. 

"^e  many  ties  which  have  long  bouna  together  the  great  empire  of  the  east,  and  the  g^eat 
republic  of  the  west,  have  been  multiplied  and  strengthened  by  the  unwavering  fidelity  of 
the  imperial  government  to  our  own,  throughout  its  recent  period  of  convubion. 

The  words  of  sympathy  and  friendship  then  addressed  to  the  government  at  Washing^ton, 
by  command  of  your  imperial  Majeshr,  are  fixed  in  the  etemsd  remembrance  of  a  grateful 
country.  As  one  of  the  wide  family  of  nations,  we  yield  our  willing  homage  to  that  act  of 
humanitv  which  is  especially  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  Congpress.  The  peaceful  edict 
of  an  enlightened  sovereign  has  consummated  a  triumph  over  an  inherited  barbarism,  which 
our  western  republic  has  only  reached  through  long  years  of  bloodshed. 

It  is  therefore  with  profound  emotion  that  I  offer  to  vour  Imperial  Majesty,  to  the  emanci- 
pated subjects,  and  to  all  the  people  of  this  vast  realm,  our  heartfelt  congratulations  upon 
the  providential  escape  from  danger,  which  led  to  this  spontaneous  expression  of  regret 
for  toe  attempt,  and  tnankfulness  for  its  merciful  arrest  and  failure. 

The  story  of  the  peril  from  which  a  kind  Providence  has  delivered  vour  imperial  Majesty 
brings  with  it  the  remembrance  of  the  roightv  sorrow  which  so  lately  nlled  every  loyal  heart 
in  our  own  land  at  the  sudden  loss  of  our  chief,  our  g^ide,  our  father. 

We  thank  God  that  a  grief  like  this  was  spared  to  our  friends  and  allies— the  Russian 
people. 

May  the  Father  of  all  nations  and  all  rulers  protect,  prolong,  and  bless  the  life  which  he 
has  so  signally  preserved,  for  th^  service  of  the  people  to  which  it  belong^,  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  and  for  the  glory  of  His  holy  name. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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B. 
TJie  Emperor's  Remarks, 

"  The  Emperor  is  bappy  to  see  that  the  relations  of  sympathy  existing  between  Bussia  and 
the  United  States  are  appreciated  in  America." 

His  Majesty  added,  that  he  was  convinced  tli^t  the  national  fraternity  would  be  perpetual, 
and  that  for  his  part  he  should  contribute  to  it  all  his  efforts. 

The  Emperor  expressed,  how  (?re^tly  he  was  sensible  of  the  proofs  of  affection  which  he 
had  received  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  pf  the  American  nation.  His  JMaiesty  particularly 
thanked  those  who  had  come  so  great  a  distance  to  bear  these  proofs  to  him.  He  assured 
them  of  their  warm  welcome  to  the  soil  of  Bussia,  and  closed,  in  remarking,  that  he  should 
never  forget  the  recollection  of  the  cordial  reception  his  squadron  found  in  the  United  States. 


BUSSIAN  ACCOUNT  OF  HON.  G.  V.  FOX'S  OFFICIAL  MISSION  TO  BUSSIA, 

IN  1866. 

[Translated  by  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  for  the  Department  of  State.— Copyright  secured  by  the 

translator.] 

The  Cronstadt  Herald,  a  Bussian  semi-weekly  navy  gazette,  in  thirty  numb^,  from  the 
20th  of  June  to  the  14th  of  September,  1866,  inclusive,  contains  the  narrative  of  all  the 
events  which  took  place  durine  tnat  period  of  time,  in  relation  to  the  visit  of  the  American 
embassy  to  Bussia.  These  flying  notes,  written  under  the  immediate  impression  of  events, 
do  not  require  any  arrangement  or  commentary  to  present  an  interesting  account  of  the  whole 
affair.  Moreover,  the  interestof  these  reports  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  fact  of  their  having 
been  repeated  by  all  the  organs  of  the  Bussian  press,  and  eagerly  read  throughout  the  vast 
empire ;  a  fact  to  which  the  translator,  who  was  at  that  time  travelling  in  his  country,  most 
emphatically  testifies. 

[From  the  Cronstadt  Herald,  June  20,  1866.— June  8,  of  the  Old  Style.] 

However  interesting  the  questions  arising  from  the  Austro-Prussian  conflict,  we  leave  their 
discussion  to  the  political  part  of  our  gazette,  and  will  pass  to  our  domestic  maritime  news, 
which,  no  less  than  the  war  rumors,  occupy  the  minds  of  our  seamen.  Of  course,  our  read* 
ers  will  guess  that  we  are  going  to  speak  of  the  rumors  concerning  the  expected  arrival  at 
Cronstadt  of  American  vessels ;  rumors  which  spread  with  extraordinary  rapidity  among 
our  navy  officers,  many  of  whom  preserve  a  lively  recollection  of  the  more  tnan  common 
hospitality  with  which  our  squadrons  were  received  in  New  York,  Boston,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. Our  seamen  entertain  such  lively  feelings  of  gratitude  and  sympathy  toward  the 
American  nation,  that  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  our  transatlantic  friends  coming  to  visit 
us,  spreading  with  uncommon  rapidity,  has  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  whole  community 
of  our  eminently  maritime  city.  Americans,  and  the  expected  meeting  with  them,  are  the 
topics  of  conversation  in  every  circle. 

Our  city  expects  the  arrival  of  Mr.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Navy  Department,  who  is  appointed  to  present  to  the  Emperor,  our  sovereign,  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  American  Congress,  expressing  feelings 
of  sympathy  and  respect  to  his  Majesty's  most  august  person,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  pres- 
ervation from  the  danger  which  had  threatened  his  life.  Mr.  Fox,  the  well-known  ad- 
vocate and  partisan  of  monitors,  leaves  for  Europe  on  board  the  monitor  Miantonomoh, 
escorted  by  the  side-wheel  steamer  Au^sta. 

A  correepondmit  of  the  United  Service  Gazette,  speaking  of  the  Miantonomoh,  expresses 
himself  as  follows : 

**  It  is  one  of  the  best  American  monitors.  She  possesses  two  turrets,  armed  with  four 
15-inch  guns,  throwing  shot  weighing  each  480  pounds,  with  loads  of  35,  50,  and  t>5  pounds 
of  powder.  The  length  of  the  Miantonomoh  is  280  feet,  and  her  breadth  55.  This  monitor 
is  provided  wiih  an  engine  of  800  nominal  powers,  and  according  to  the  statement  of  her 
oflocers,  sails  with  a  speed  of  10  knots.  Each  gun  upon  the  Bilantouomoh  weighs  about  21 
tons,  (that  is,  about  1,260  Bussian  poods,)  and  requires  to  be  managed  by  lu  hands.  The 
whole  crew  of  the  monitor  consists  of  25  officers  and  121  sailors.  The  side-wheel  steamship 
Auflrnsta  is  armed  with  five  ordinary  Dahlgren  cannon.** 

The  precise  time  of  Mr.  Fox*8  sailing  from  America  is  not  yet  positively  known.  It 
is  very  probable  that,  in  Europe,  some  of  the  ships  of  Admiral  Goldsborout^h^s  squadron 
will  join  him.  As  soon  as  we  get  any  reliable  information  about  the  numerical  strength  of 
the  sauadron  escorting  Mr.  Fox,  and  about  the  time  of  its  coming,  we  will  communicate 
it  without  delay  to  our  readers. 

In  any  case,  the  visit  of  the  Americans  excites  a  livelv  interest  in  our  public,  and  even 
now,  discussions  are  abready  going  on  as  to  what  would  be  an  appropriate  reception  to  our 
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tmnsatlantic  friends,  who  extended  snch  tralj  warm-hearted  hospitalitj  to  our  sqoadrong  in 
1863. 

June  22. — ^To  the  information  about  the  coming  of  American  vessels,  commanicated  bj 
ns  in  the  last  number  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald,  we  have  only  to  add  that,  independently  of 
the  vessels  escorting  Mr.  Fox,  we  shall  very  likely  have  the  visit  of  the  American  screw 
sloop-of-war  Ticonderoga,  which  is  soon  to  arrive  at  Cronstadt.  In  relation  to  Mr. 
Fox*s  mission  we  have  Mamed  the  following  interesting  details,  the  authenticity  of  which 
we  guarantee : 

Upon  learning  the  news  of  the  horrible  attempt  of  the  4th  of  April,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America  commissioned  the  representative  of  the  federal  government 
at  the  imperial  court  in  St.  Petersburg  to  express  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  our  sovereign, 
the  sincere  congratulations  of  the  American  nation  and  the  indignant  feeling  aroused  in 
America  by  the  horrible  crime  of  the  villain  who  had  attempted  the  life  of  nis  Miyestv. 
General  Clay,  United  States  minister,  fulfilled  the  President's  commission  soon  after  the 
event. 

In  addition  to  this  action  of  the  President,  the  Congress  of  the  American  republic  grave 
expression  to  the  feeling^  of  profound  esteem  and  sympathy  of  the  American  people  towards 
the  person  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  the  Russian  nation. 

Upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  from  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of 
Congress,  the  American  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  unanimously  voted  a  joint 
resolution,  worded  as  follows : 

<*  JOINT  RESOLUTION  telatiye  to  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

**Beit  resolved  bff  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembUd^  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  learned  with 
deep  regret  of  the  attempt  made  upon  the  life  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  by  an  enem^  of  eman- 
cipation. The  Congress  sends  greeting  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  to  the  Russian  nation^ 
and  cong^ratulates  the  twenty  millions  of  serfs  upon  the  providential  escape  from  danger  of 
the  sovereign  to  whose  head  and  heart  they  owe  tne  blessmgs  of  their  freedom. 

**  Sec.  2.  And  be  itfnrther  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  reqoested 
to  forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  ^e  Emperor  of  Russia. 

"Approved  May  16,  1866.'' 

Never  before  was  such  a  resolution  voted  ip  Congress.  Never  before  did  the  representa- 
tives of  the  American  people  send  addresses  to  any  foreigni  monarch.  Conscious  of  the  great 
importance  of  this  unexampled  demonstmtion,  the  President  of  the  United  States  desired  to 
impart  to  this  mission  the  most  solemn  forms. 

Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the- Navy  Department,  is  appointed  to  carry  to  St  Peters- 
burg the  text  of  the  resolution  of  Congress.  The  monitor  Miantonomoh  was  put  at  the 
disposal  of  this  eminent  statesman,  and  he  will  soon  arrive  at  Cronstadt. 

}!  rom  what  is  above  stated  our  readers  will  realize  the  great  importance  of  Mr.  Fox's 
present  mission,  and  we  are  confident  that,  independently  of  the  reception  awaiting  him  at 
the  imperial  court,  the  Russian  people,  acquainted  with  the  purpose  of  his  visit,  will  every- 
where come  forth  with  enthusuism  to  meet  the  representative  of  the  glorious  American 
nation — the  bearer  of  its  congratulations  and  words  of  friendship. 

As  to  us,  inhabi^nts  of  Cronstadt — seamen  above  all — our  hearts  are  yet  filled  with  the 
recollections  of  the  hospitality  and  the  truly  friendly  reception  enjoyed  by  our  comrades 
when  making  part  of  the  squadrons  of  Admirals  Lessovsky  and  Popoff,  who  visited  New 
York,  Boston,  and  San  Francisco.  We  learn  that  the  programme  for  the  reception  at  Cron- 
stadt of  the  American  seamen  is  already  in  course  of  preparation. 

June  27. — Latest  nevos  of  the  American  vessels  leaning  for  Europe, — In  the  last  number  of 
the  Euglish  Army  and  Navy  Gasette,  under  date  of  June  16,  appeared  a  very  interesting 
correspondence  about  the  monitor  Miantonomoh,  whose  coming  is  so  much  spoken  of  in  our 
city.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Gazette  this  correspondence, 
which  we  adduce  further,  deserves  full  belief.  On  our  part  we  hope  that  this  document  will 
not  be  without  interest  to  our  readers.  The  correspondent  of  (he  English  military  gazette 
writes: 

[Follows  a  Russian  translation  of  said  correspondence.— lyToCs  of  the  translator. '\ 

From  this  correspondence — written,  as  it  seems,  bv  a  gentleman  of  noted  authority  in  the 
United  States  navy,  possibly  by  Mr.  Fox  himself— it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  what  is' 
this  monitor,  whose  coming  is  here  expected.  At  present  we  have  only  to  add  that  the  side- 
wheel  steamship  Augusta,  a  transformed  Savannah  mail  ship,  is  to  sail  together  with  the 
monitor. 

Mr.  Fox  himself  s^ls  on  board  the  monitor.  The  English  captain,  Bythesea,  was 
admitted  as  passenger.  The  Army  and  Navy  Gazette  believes  that  both  vessels  left  America 
on  the  6th  of  June. 
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June  29.— Tho  most  interesting^  of  the  foreign  news  is  the  intelligence  (from  prirste 
Bonrces)  of  the  safe  arrival  at  Queenstown,  Ireland,  of  the  American  monitor  Miantonomoh. 
Mr.  Fox  achieved  an  nncommonlj  quick  passage  to  Europ«.  On  the  17th  or  18th  of 
Jnne  he  was  already  in  Ireland,  having  crossed  the  ocean  in  little  more  than  ten  days.  We 
hope  soon  to  he  able  to  communicate  more  circumstantial  intelligence  concerning  the  Ameri- 
can vessels ;  at  present  we  have  only  to  announce  that  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  Mr. 
Fox  will  arrive  at  Cronstadt  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  July. 

Julw  1. — The  United  Service  Gazette  received  a  communication,  dated  Jnne  23,  stating 
that  the  American  monitor  Miantonomoh  arrived  at  Qnecnstown,  and  is  in  a  few  days  ex- 
pected in  Jersey.  Together  with  the  monitor  arrived  two  steamships — the  Augusta  and  the 
Ashuelot.  The  monitor  crossed  the  ocean  with  extraordinary  speed,  coming  only  by  a  few 
hours  later  than  the  well-known  steamer  City  of  Boston,  which  leu  America  at  the  same  time. 

Cronstadt,  July  6. 

Julp  5. — To-day  took  place  the  first  session  of  the  committee,  called  together  and 
presided  over  by  8.  S.  L^ssovsky,  rear-admiral  of  his  imperial  Majesty*s  suite,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  a  reception  to  Mr.  Fox  and  the  seamen  of  the  American  squad- 
ron. Our  readers  know  that  Admiral  L^ssovsky  has  visited  America  twice.  The  second 
time,  in  J  863,  he  was  there  as  commander  of  the  Russian  squadron,  composed  of  the  screw 
frigates  Alexander  Nevsky,  Peresviet,  and  Oslabia ;  screw  sloops-of-war  Vitiaz  and  Variag ; 
and  the  steam-clipper  Almaz  ;  which  squadron  was  cruizing  at  that  time  in  the  American 
waters.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  reprint  in  the  pages  of  our  paper  the 
accounts  of  those  unwonted  ovations,  and  the  friendly  reception  which  were  experienced  in 
New  York  and  Bo;»ton  by  our  seamen  of  Admiral  L^ssovsky's  squadron,  and  in  San  Fran- 
cisco by  those  of  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Rear- Admiral  Popoff,  (H.  I.  M.  S.) 
During  1863,  and  at^he  beginning  of  1864,  the  Cronstadt  Herald  was  full  of  correspondence 
giving  accounts  of  excursions  and  festivals  which  were  organized  in  honor  of  the  Russians. 
We  will  not  repeat  all  this — in  the  first  place,  because  the  recollections  of  that  reception  are 
yet  vivid  in  the  memory  of  our  seamen ;  and  in  the  second,  because  all  those  articles  were 
eagerly  transcribed  by  all  the  Russian  newspapers,  and  throughout  our  vast  country  every- 
body knew  how  hospitably,  how  kindly  America  had  received  our  seamen,  and  with  what 
sympathy  the  American  people  pronounced  the  name  (sacred  to  us)  of  the  monarch-liberator. 
The  name  of  Emperor  Alexander  II  was  cited  in  America,  together  with  the  highly  rever- 
enced names  of  the  greatest  benefactors  to  mankind.  Of  late,  this  respect  and  this  sympa- 
thy to  the  name  of  our  adored  monarch  expressed  themselves  in  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
with  which  we  have  had  already  occasion  to  acquaint  our  readers.  Under  like  circum- 
stances, it  may  be  easily  conceived  to  what  degree  our  seafaring  population  of  Cronstadt  is 
interested  in  the  preparations  for  the  becoming  and  woithv  reception  of  the  American  repre- 
sentative and  of  the  seamen  who  are  coming  with  him.  B  or  the  purpose  of  organizing  such 
reception,  Rear- Admiral  (H.  I.  M.  8. )  L^^sovsky,  who  is  commissioned  by  the  govcinment  to 
meet  our  trans-oceanic  friends,  established  a  special  committee,  composed  of  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  various  branches  of  our  navy  service,  iiavv  and  artillery  officers,  engineers, 
officers  of  the  Ktecrsmeu's  corps,  and  navy  surgeons.  The  first  session  was  devoted  to  the 
collection  and  sorting  of  materials  for  the  programme  of  the  forthcoming  reception.  To  ex- 
press now  any  positive  opinion  about  the  programme  itself  would  be  premature.  We  cer- 
tainly believe  that  it  will  undergo  many  changes,  as  it  is  most  likely  that  our  Russian  so- 
ciety, as  well  in  St.  Petersburg  as  in  Moscow,  will  ask  to  participate  in  the  reception  of  our 
trans-oceanic  friends,  and  this  participation  shall  have  to  accord  with  the  dispositions  of  the 
committee  organized  by  Admiral  L^ssovsky. 

The  day  on  which  the  American  squadron  will  come  cannot  yet  be  precisely  stated,  as  we 
have  as  yet  no  information  about  the  arrival  at  Copenhagen  of  the  monitor  Miantonomoh, 
with  the  two  escorting  steamers.  In  any  case,  the  public  expects  this  intelligence  with  great 
impatience ;  but  we  ho^e  that  this  matter  will  soon  clear  up,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  speak 
with  more  precision  of  the  coming  reception. 

July  8. — Our  transatlantic  friends,  whose  visit  we  expect  with  such  impatience,  were  yet, 
eight  days  ago,  upon  the  Thames,  attracting  the  attention  and  exciting  the  admiration  and 
the  envy  of  the  Lnglish  seamen.  Notwithstanding  the  events  of  the  German-Italian  war» 
monopolizing  the  general  interest,  the  English  newspapers  are  filled  with  articles  about  the 
monitor  Miantonomoh,  that  extraordinary  iron-clad  monster,  worked  out  by  the  experiences 
of  the  late  American  war.  The  proximity  of  the  visit  of  our  American  friends  and  the  gratifying 
consciousness  of  our  being  the  only  European  people  who  know  how  to  make  profit  of  what 
was  bought  in  America  at  such  a  terrible  cost — (we  actually  possess  ten  vessels,  which, 
although  inferior  in  rank,  can,  nevertheless,  be  put  by  the  side  of  the  Miantonomoh)— these 
are  the  reasons  why  we  think  that  our  readers  will  derive  some  pleasure  from  the  perusal  of 
everything  written  in  England  about  our  friends. 

Very  likely  the  English  and  the  French,  actuated  by  mistaken  notions  of  national  pride, 
will  profit  neither  by  this  invention  of  Ericsson  nor  by  any  improvements  due  to  the  expe- 
riences of  the  American  war.  We  have  been  more  reasonable  than  our  neighbors— powtrfol 
on  sea ;  and  now  the  Miantonomoh  will  meet  in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Finlaud  with  a 
squadron  of  fellow-monitors  built  in  Russia,  and  of  Rnstian  iron.    Uer  formidable  I54nch 
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guns — the  envy  of  those  ^ntlemen  of  the  Woolwich  arsenal — ^will  find  in  our  crtilleTy  storef 
of  Cronstadt  their  own  brothers,  cast  at  Petrosavodsk,  under  the  direction  of  our  artillery- 
men. It  is  a  pleasant  and  cheerful  task  to  receive  the  dear  visitors  under  such  circum- 
stances. On  this  occasion  the  Russian  seamen  will  have  to  thank  their  American  friends, 
not  only  for  the  New  York  and  Boston  ovations,  but  also  for  all  the  good  derived  by  our 
navy  from  the  glorious  examples—the  brilliant  naval  battles  fought  by  American  heroes, 
Farragut,  Porter,  Rodgers,  and  many  others.  The  recollections  of  the  battle  of  Mobile,  the 
attack  on  Charleston,  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher,  the  old  sea-salamander,  surveying  from 
the  top-mast  tiie  position  of  the  formidable  confederate  ram-ship  Tennessee — all  this  will  nse  in 
our  imagination  when  we  first  behold  the  low-siiting  body  and  the  two  threatening  towers 
of  our  transatlantic  guest. 

Julp  11.— The  general  interest  in  the  reception  to  be  made  to  our  transatlantic  friends  is 
growing  more  intense  with  every  day.  The  president  of  the  committee  which  is  to  organise 
the  reception  of  Mr.  Fox  and  officers  of  the  American  squadrom — Rear-Admiral  (H.  I. 
M.  S.)  L^flsovsky,  the  American  consul  at  Cronstadt,  and  A.  H.  Wilkins— are  already  beset 
with  questions  about  the  probable  time  of  the  coming  of  the  American  vessels.  Steamship  com- 
panies are  going  to  est  a  olish  special  lines  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  curious  to  visit 
Cronstadt  and  the  American  monitor.  We  learn  that  manv  clubs  and  associations  are  in- 
tending to  send  forth  deputations  to  compliment  Mr.  iox  and  the  American  seamen. 
The  citizens  of  Cronstadt  and  the  River  Yachting  Club  of  St.  Petersburg  have  already  ap- 
pointed their  deputies,  to  join  with  the  president  of  the  committee  on  the  reception  of  the 
American  seamen,  for  preliminary  consultations  about  festivals  to  be  given  by  the  city  of 
Cronstadt  and  the  Yachting  Club  of  St  Petersburg  in  honor  of  the  American  guests.  On 
the  part  of  the  city  of  Cronstadt,  F.  S.  Stepanof^  head  of  the  corporation  of  merchants,* 
has  already  presented  himself  as  delegate  to  Admiral  S.  S.  L^ovsKy.  The  programme  of 
the  reception  is  not  yet  composed,  but  materials  are  collected. 

Immediately  aftt;r  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  -steam-propelling  yacht  Neva,  assigned 
for  the  personal  service  of  oar  acting  minister  (secretary)  of  the  navy  department,  will  be 
put  at  Mr.  Fox*s  disposal.  This  yacht  will  convey  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Navy  Department  to  his  interview  with  our  vice  chancellor.  Prince  A.  M.  Qortscha- 
koff.  Another  steam-propelling  yacht  and  a  steamboat  will  be  assigfned  for  the  personal 
service  of  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  American  vessels.  After  this  interview  will 
begin  the  survey  of  the  capital  and  its  environs. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  first  visit  of  welcome  to  our  transatlantic  friends  will  be  paid 
by  the  assistant  commander  of  the  port,  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  suite,  Rear-Admiral  S.  S. 
L^ssovsky.  The  general  rule,  upon  occasions  of  foreign  men-of-war  coming  to,  the  port  of 
Cronstadt,  requires  that  they  should  be  met  by  an  officer  detailed  by  the  commander  of  the 
port ;  but  in  the  present  instance  an  exception  will  be  made,  in  view  of  the  particular  mis- 
sion of  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  compliments  of  welcome  will  be  conveyed  by  the  assistant 
commander,  a  rear-admiral  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  suite. 

Generally  our  city  of  Cronstadt,  and  particularly  our  maritime  circles,  present  a  scene  of 
unwonted  animation  on  account  of  the  anticipated  visit.  Feelings  of  sympathy  and  friend- 
ship to  the  glorious  American  nation  are  displayed  everywhere,  and  already  our  public  gar- 
dens resound  with  the  strains  of  "Hail  Columbia"  and  the  lively  measures  or  "Yankee 
Doodle."  From  all  this  we  must  conclude  that  our  friends  will  be  received  with  a  hearty 
hospitality;  and  our  only  apprehension  is  as  to  our  not  being  able  to  describe  the  feelings 
of  our  seamen  and  inhabitants  of  Cronstadt  towards  the  dear  guests  who  cx»me  from  afar  to 
bring  us  words  of  sympathy  and  friendship  from  the  American  people. 

July  I'A, — Notices  of  Cronstadt  life, — Yesterday,  July  12,  the  corporation  of  merchants 
assembled  in  the  City  Hall,  under  the  presidency  of  the  gorodskoy  golova,  (mayor  of  the 
city,)  F.  S.  Stepanoff.  A  part  of  this  session  was  devoted  to  the  election  of  directors  for  the 
intended  festival  in  honor  of  our  transatlantic  friends.  The  gentlemen  elected  are  P.  W. 
Baykoff,  P.  A.  Vassilieff,  M.  N.  Sinebrukhoff,  P.  £.  Shakhoff,  and  M.  T.  Tshaoussoff.t 

July  15. — Of  our  transatlantic  friends,  we  know  only  from  the  lasf  number  of  the  Moniteur 
de  la  Flotte^July  .5,)  that  the  American  monitor  safely  arrived  at  Cherbourg  on  the  30th 
of  June.  We  have  as  yet  no  information  about  the  day  of  her  leaving  Cherbourg  ibr 
Copenhagen. 

July  18. — With  every  day  bringing  us  nearer  to  our  transatlantic  friends'  arrival,  the 
general  interest  in  the  event  is  growing  more  intense.  But  it  appears  that  occasions  of 
delay  are  multiplying  in  the  i^ame  proportion.  The  Moniteur  de  la  Flotte  of  July  10th,  re- 
ceived to-day,  explains  the  probable  reason  of  this  seeminglv  incomprehensible  fact. 

From  our  former  communications,  our  readers  know  that  Mr.  Fox,  with  the  monitor 
Miantonomoh,  and  the  steamship  Augusta  arrived  at  Cherbourg  on  the  30th  of  June.  -  Im- 
mediately after,  he  went  to  Paris,  and  on  the  6th  of  July  returned  to  Cherbourg,  in  company 
with  Marquis  Chasseloup-Laubas,  (French  minister  of  the  navy,)  Mr.  Depuy  de  Dome,  (the 
celebrated  French  naval  engineer,)  and  General  Fr^haut,  (director  of  the  artillery  depart- 
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ment  in  the  French  ministry  of  the  navj.)  These  gent1eme%  together  with  the  authorities 
of  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  visited  the  American  monitor,  surveying  in  aU  its  details  this 
remarkable  ^tessel. 
On  the  same  day,  at  5  p.  m.,  the  Miantonomoh  weighed  anchor  and  steered  £)r  the  Thames. 
About  three  days  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  monitor,  the  American  squadron  of 
Admiral  Goldsborough  appeared  in  view  of  Cherbourg.  This  squadron  was  on  its  way 
from  the  Mediterranean  sea  to  join  the  Miantonomoh  and  her  satellite,  and  intended  to 
enter  the  port,  but  could  not  be  admitted  on  account  of  some  irregularities  in  sanitary  pass- 
ports, ana,  leaving  the  anchorage,  sailed  for  Copenhagen.  The  French  Navy  Gazette  says 
that  on  its  wa^  back  from  the  ES^ltic  Admiral  Goldsborough's  squadron  will  visit  Cherbourg. 
We  perceive  from  other  sources  that  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Goldsborough  was  delayed  at 
Toulon,  on  account  of  the  screw  frigate  Colorado  requiring  serious  repairs,  and  had  left  this 
port  for  Lisbon  on  the  30th  of  June.  The  Colorado  remained  fifty-three  days  in  the  dock- 
yard of  Toulon,  having  entered  it  on  the  7th  of  May. 

After  what  wo  have  said  above,  it  may  be  easily  guessed  that  the  monitor  Miantonomoh 
waited  in  England  and  in  France  for  the  eoming  of  Admiral  Goldsborough^s  squadron, 
including  the  frigate  Colorado.  It  is  most  likely  that  this  squadron  will  visit  Cronstadt, 
together  with  Captain  Fox  and  the  Miantonomoh. 

July  20. — While  Europe  expects  the  solution  of  the  grave  problems  affecting  the  fotes  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  witnessing  the  terrible  contest  which  aivides  middle  Europe  in  two 
hostile  camps,  our  quiet  corner  of  the  gulf  of  Finland  enjoys  undisturbed  peacei,  witnessing 
the  customaiy  naval  performances  characteristic  of  our  sailing  season.  Our  squadrons  ride 
the  sea  exf^rcising  in  shooting  and  manoeuvring ;  and  if  there  is  to  us  an  obiect  of  exciting 
interest,  it  belongs  to  the  category  of  eminently  peaceful  affaurs,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  political  fever  actually  disturbing  Europe.  If  we  are  excited,  it  is  owing  to  Uie  antici- 
pation of  our  approaching  meeting  with  our  transatlantic  friends,  whose  coming  we  expect 
with  great  impatience.  We  have  had  many  occasions  to  say  under  what  obligations  our 
nav;^  stands  towards  the  American  people,  and  how  much  it  owes  to  the  glorious  examples 
furnished  by  the  late  war.  In  view  of  this  fact  our  readers  will  easily  uncferstand  the  eager 
impatieuoe  of  our  seamen  to  see  the  Miantonomoh,  that  perfected  type  of  our  monitors,  which 
compose  at  present  the  most  valuable  part  of  onr  iron-clad  fleet.  However,  we  are  not  alone 
to  take  inter^t  in  the  celebrated  American  monitor  making  her  appearance  in  Europe.  Our 
powerful  maritime  neighbors  are  not  less  curious,  and  most  pressingly  retain  this  remark- 
able transatlantic  guest.  In  the  last  number  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald  we  have  communi- 
cated to  our  readers  that  Mr.  Fox,  on  leaving  Cherbourg,  steered  for  the  Thames.  We 
know,  from  reliable  sources,  that  this  visit  to  the  neighborhood  of  London  will  not  be  long, 
and  was  called  forth  by  the  most  pressing  invitations  of  some  very  influential  parties  in 
England.  In  the  Thames  the  Miantonomoh  will  be  honored  by  the  visit  of  his  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  After  this,  about  the  3d  of  July,  she  will  sail  to  the  Baltic  sen,  visiting 
Stettin,  where  she  will  take  in  a  fresh  supply  of  coal,  and  thence  will  steer  directly  for 
Cronstadt.  To-day  Admiral  S.  S.  L^ssovsky  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  from  which 
we  derived  the  above  intelligence.  Consequently  about  the  22d  of  the  month  we  may 
expect  to  see  onr  transatlantic  friends.  Together  with  the  Miantonomoh  is  coming  to 
Cronstadt  the  side-wheel  steamship  Augusta,  commanded  by  Captain  A.  Murray.  The 
Miantonomoh  is  under  the  command  of  Commander  Beaumont.  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  the  United  States  Navy  Department,  is  of  course  the  chief  of  the  detachment  formed 
by  the  two  vessels. 

Our  surmises  concerning  Admiral  Goldsborough's  s<^nadron  and  the  frigate  Colorado  are 
not  as  yet  confirmed  by  any  positive  intelligence.  It  we  are  to  believe  the  Mouiteur  de  la 
Fiotte,  this  squadron  is  ordered  to  Copenhagen. 

The  London  Times  relates  that  Mr.  Fox  had  not  originally  intended  to  visit  the  Thames 
on  his  return  from  Cherbourg,  but  was,  during  his  stay  in  London,  so  earnestly  requested 
to  give  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  metropolis  an  opportunity  to  see  the  Miantouomoh, 
that  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  United  States  navy  could  not  resist  the  entreaties  of  his 
London  frieuds.  Tho  Times  directs  the  particular  attention  of  its  readers  to  this  friendly 
proceeding  on  tho  part  of  Mr.  Fox. 

J«/»  22. — We  learn  from  the  English  Army  and  Navy  Gktxette,  (under  date  of  July  14, ) 
that  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  arriv^  at  Sheemess  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  July  7,liaving 
eflected  the  passage  from  Cherbourg  in  twenty-four  hours.  On  Sunday  the  Miantonomoh  went 
over  to  the  Nure,  and  anchored.  On  Monday,  the  chief  commander  at  the  Nore,  Vice- Admiral 
Sir  K.  Walker,  with  numerous  suite,  visited  the  American  monitor.  The  public  was  admit- 
ted the  same  day ;  the  visitors,  who  came  in  large  numbers,  cannot  find  terms  strong  enough 
to  characterise  the  kind  attentions  and  perfect  urbanity  of  the  American  seamen.  Tuesday 
noon  the  Miantonomoh,  under  steam,  entered  the  port,  and  anchored  alongside  of  the  enor- 
mous iron-clad  Lord  Warren,  building  after  the  system  of  Reed.  On  this  occasion  the  Eng- 
lish gazette  does  not  ful  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  American  and  the  English  iron-clad 
vessels,  admiring,  of  course,  the  enormous  bulk  and  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  Warren,  and  for- 
getting that  the  two  small  turrets  of  the  Miantonomoh  might  well  prove  more  powerful  than 
tne  apparently  formidable  broadsides  of  the  English  iron-dad  fngate.    We  conclude  by  the 
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statement,  which  we  find  in  tl^Bsanie  paper,  that  the  Miantonomoh,  after  some  two  weeks* 
Btay  at  the  Nore,  will  leave  forWoolwich,  and  thence  for  Copenhagen  and  Cronstadt. 

French  papers  contain  also  mach  talk  about  the  Miantonomoh,  and  their  appreciations,  as 
well  as  those  in^e  English  periodicals,  do  not  display  particnlar  sympathy  for  the  evident 
success  achieved  bv  American  ship-building.  Of  all  French  opinions,  that  of  the  Presse  is 
the  most  remarkable.  We  will  leave  out  details,  descriptive  of  the  Miantonomoh,  as  those 
details  are  not  distinguished  by  accuracy,  and  cannot  be  new  to  our  readers,  who  have  seen 
our  numbers  67  and  ^2.  Let  us  then  point  out  to  the  attention  of  our  readers  the  most 
piquant  passages  of  la  Presse's  curious  article. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  the  correspondent  de  la  Presse,  the  Miantonomoh  may  be  used 
exclusively  in  coast-defence,  and  can,  by  no  means,  expect  to  be  successful  in  an  attack 
from  a  distance  upon  the  enemy's  coast,  or  in  a  regular  naval  battle  with  iron-clad  line-ships, 
such  as  the  Magenta,  the  BoUerino,  the  Couronne,  the  Heroine,  and  so  forth.  American 
officers  (continues  the  Presse)  affirm  that,  with  the  Miantonomoh,  they  would  ask  only  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour's  time  to  destroy  the  Magenta,  but  we  answer  to  this,  that  our  Magenta, 
considering  her  speed  and  her  Enormous  strength,  will,  with  one  stroke  of  her  ram,  pierce, 
run  down,  and  annihilate  such  a  tortoise  as  the  Miantonomoh,  and  will  pass  over  it,  notwith- 
standing the  thickness  of  its  shell.  Further,  the  French  conespondent  says  that  the  Mian- 
tomoh  is  a  vessel  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the  French  Toreau,  but  the  Toreau  is  by  far 
superior  to  the  American  monitor.  According  to  the  Presse,  the  Miantonomoh  hardly  sails 
8i  knots,  whereas  the  French  iron-clads,  the  Magenta,  the  8olferino,  the  Couronne,  aud  the 
Heroine,  when  making  part,  in  1863,  of  Admiral  Penaud's  squadron,  showed  a  speed  of  12 
and  14  knots. 

To  the  artillery  of  the  Miantonomoh,  the  French  paper  renders  full  justice,  speaking  of  it 
with  due  reverence,  perfectly  justified  by  the  solid  ana  respectable  appearance  of  shots  weigh- 
ing 450  to  480  poonos.  The  Presse  concludes  by  delivering  itself  of  the  following  state- 
ments :  The  Miantonomoh  was  built  at  Brooklyn,  at  a  cost  of  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
viessel  bears  the  name  of  a  lake  situated  in  Connecticut,  and  will  be  (the  Presse  positively  as- 
serts) sold  to  Russia  for  $4,000,000.  Of  course,  we  have  not  to  confirm  this  strange  rumor, 
circulatingin  Cherbourg,  and  will  limit  our  own  conclusion  to  saying,  that  the  general  character 
of  the  above  cited  French  article  bears  the  stamp  of  partiality,  boasting,  and  exaggeration, 
displaying,  on  the  part  of  the  Cherbourg  correspondent  to  the  Presse,  strange  feelings  of  envy 
and  malevolence. 

July  25. — By  our  last  news,  received  by  mail,  we  learn  that  the  monitor  Miantonomoh, 
together  with  the  escorting  steamship,  left  England  July  16.  By  a  telegram  from  Copen- 
In^n,  communfcated  to  us  yesterday,  we  are  informed  of  the  safe  arrival  at  that  city  of^  the 
BMnitor  Miantonomoh  and  steamship  Augusta,  at  7  p.  m.,  Saturday,  July  21.  Another 
telegrson,  received  yesterday,  (23d  Julyt)  ^om  Copenhagen,  announces  that  the  American 
squadron  will  remain  at  Copenhagen  but  a  few  days ;  Mr.  Fox  comes  by  the  land  rout« 
from  Cologne,  probably  on  Tuesday ;  as  soon  as  the  squadron  will  have  lefi  for  Cronstadt,  it 
will  be  notified  by  telegraph. 

We  give  these  communications  as  they  were  received,  abstaining  from  any  comment ;  but 
we  reckon  that  the  American  monitor  cannot  possibly  arrive  at  Cronstadt  before  the  end  of 
next  week. 

July  27. — ^We  have,  for  the  present,  nothing  new  to  communicate  to  our  readers  con- 
cerning the  American  monitor  staying  now  at  Copenhagen.  A  telegram  to  announce  the 
Miantonomoh's  departure  from  Copemiagen  is  expected  here  every  minute.  Before  the  re- 
ception of  that  despatch  it  is  difficult  to  calculate,  even  approximatively,  the  date  of  the 
monitor's  coming  to  our  port.  However,  already  dispositions  are  made  concerning  the  first 
meeting  of  our  transatlantic  ftiends,  and  pilots  who  will  have  to  guide  them  to  ue  harbor 
are  appointed,  and  stand  in  readiness. 

July  29. — ^We  learn  from  a  reliable  correspondence,  dated  Copenhagen,  July  12-24,  that 
Fox  was  to  leave  the  capital  of  Denmark  on  Wednesday,  13-25,  intenmng  to  steer 
straight  to  Cronstadt,  and  to  make  the  passage  in  five  days.  But  it  appears  that  rumors 
about  the  cholera,  probably  much  exaggerated  abroad,  have  occasioned  a  modification  of 
this  plan,  and  that  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  the  steamship  Augusta  will,  on  their  way, 
visit  Carlscnma  and  Stockholm,  there  to  await  more  favorable  reports  of  the  epidemic  in 
Russia. 

Cronstadt,  AugnH  3. 
July  2] ,  (Auguit  2.)^To-day  a  telegram  was  received  at  Cronstadt,  stating  that  Mr.  Fox  left 
Copenhagen  on  board  the  Miantonomoh,  Tuesday,  July  19-31,  for  Helsingfors,  where  he 
intends  to  wait  for  news  about  the  decrease  of  the  diolera. 

Cronstadt,  August  5. 
July  23,  (August  4.) — ^This  morning  a  despatch  from  Helsingfors  informs  us  that  Mr.  Fox, 
with  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  the  escorting  steamship  Augusta,  safely  arrived  there 
yesterday,  July  22,  (August  3.)  at  3  p.  m.  Our  iron-clad  squadron,  under  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Likhatsheff,  of  nis  imperial  Mi^est^^s  squadron,  sailed  this  morning  from  Transund 
for  Helsingfors,  to  meet  our  transatlantic  mends.    This  squadron,  as  our  reoders  know,  if 
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omnplete,  ntuaberiffg  the  iron-clad  firlmte  Sebastopol;  the  iitm-clftd  floating^  battery  Ne- 
troDne  MeDia ;  the  doable  tnrreted  iron-cTad  gunboat  Smertsh ;  the  monitors  Peroon,  Edinorof?, 
Lara,  and  Streletz;  the  screw  iiigate  Dmitry  Donskov;  the  steam  propelling  side-wheel 
frigates  Khrabrj  and  Vladimir ;  the  steam  clipper  Ynkhont,  and  the  side-wheel  steamship 
Ylmen.  This  squadron  will  reach  Helsingfors,  probably,  on  Sunday  morning.  Our  officers 
will,  of  course,  inform  Mr.  Fox  of  the  true  state  of  things  concerning  the  epidemic,  which 
is  rapidly  decreasing,  and  so  dispel  the  apprehensions  awakened  by  exaggerated  for- 
eign accounts.  We  may  therefore  nope  that  our  American  guests  will  soon  appear  at  Cron- 
Btadt  in  company  with  our  own  squadron. 

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SQUADRON  IN  THE  ROADSl^AD  OF  CRONSTADT.* 

August  R.— On  Monday,  July  25,  (August  6,)  early  in  the  morning,  the  telegraph  of 
Krasna-Qorka  announced  that  a  squadron  of  men-of-war  appeared  on  the  horizon.  These 
were  the  American  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  steamship  Augusta,  escorted  by  the  iron-clad 
squadron,  under  command  of  Rear- Admiral  Likhatsheff.  About  nine  a.  m.  the  approaching 
ships  might  be  seen  with  the  spy-glass  from  merchants'  wall,  and  at  ten  they  were  near  the 
great  Cronstadt  roadsttad.  The  vessels  were  advancing  in  a  line  of  three  columns.  The 
American  steamship  Augusta,  followed  by  the  monitor  Miantonomoh,  formed  the  middle 
column,  the  flank  columns  being  composed  of  the  vessels  of  our  iron-clad  squadron— the 
frigate  Sebastopol,  the  floating  battery  >ietronne  Menia,  the  double  turreted  gunboat  Smertsh ; 
the  monitors  Lava,  Streletz,  Edinorog,  and  Peroon ;  the  screw  frigate  Dmiti^  Donskoy,  the 
screw  clipper  Takboftt,  and  the  steam  pronelling  frigates  Khrabry  and  Vladimir.  The 
American  steamship  and  monitor  were  in  acivance  of  the.  columns  formed  by  our  vessels. 
As  the  Augusta  came  near  to  the  ports  of  the  g^^at  roadstead  the  Russian  imperial  flag  run 
up  her  top-gallant  mast,  and  she  began  to  fire  the  national  salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  This 
was  responded  to  by  the  same  numl^r  of  guns  from  the  battery  of  merchants*  wall,  and  the 
hoisting  of  the  American  flag  to  the  flagstaff  of  the  inner  g^ardship.  Then  followed  the  cus- 
tomary «alute  to  the  admiral's  flag  by  mne  g^ns  fired  from  merchants'  wall,  to  which  the  iron- 
clad frigate  Sebastopol  responded  by  seven  guns.  Meanwhile,  the  American  steamship  was 
approaching  at  a  reauced  speed  towards  the  little  roadstead.  A  multitude  of  ship's  boats  of 
the  imperial  navy,  and  yachts  of  the  River  Yachting  Club  of  St.  Petersburg,  tacking  under  sail, 
in  every  direction,  came  forth  to  meet  the  American  friends.  Early  in  the  morning  special, 
bulletins,  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald,  informed  our  public  that  the 
Americans  were  expected  at  10  a.  m.,  and  that  a  steamship  of  Oranienbaum,  provided  by  the- 
city,  would,  at  halt-past  nine,  start  with  passengers  to  meet  the  American  squadron.  At  ten. 
the  steamship  Luna,  having  t>n  board  a  considerable  number  of  passengers  and  a  band  of 
musicians,  appeared  in  the  little  roadstead.  As  the  Luna  came  near  to  the  American  steam- 
ship Augusta  the  band  on  board  the  Luna  began  to  play  the  American  national  hymn,  and. 
the  public  on  her  deck,  as  well  as  the  immense  crowd,  assembled  on  the  pier  of  the  commer- 
cial harbor,  Tvelcomed  the  guests  by  loud  and  prolonged  **oora,"  (cheers.)  The  officers  and. 
the  crew  of  the  Augusta  answered  hy  cheers  and  waving  of  their  hats.  The  Luna,  after 
having  welcomed  the  Augusta,  continued  to  advance  to  meet  the  Miantonomoh,  which, 
was  approaching  toWlur<}s  the  little  roadstead,  and  the  hymn  and  the  cheers  were  re- 
peated once  more.  The  piers  of  the  commercial  and  the  inner  harbors  were  crowded  to  the- 
Utmost,  and  all  present  heartily  welcomed  the  arriving  transatlantic  friends ;  there  was  no- 
end  to  the  cheers  from  the  piers  and  from  the  American  vessels.  It  was  a  sight  of  truly  im- 
posing effect.  The  American  monitor,  slowly  gliding  past  the  beholders,  presented  an 
original  and  martial  picture.  At  three-quarters  past  ten  the  American  steamship  and  monitor- 
were  coming  near  to  the  anchorage  which  they  had  to  occupy  in  the  little  roadstead.  At  this- 
very  moment  Rear-Admiral  S.  S.  L6ssovskv,  of  his  imperial  Miyesty's  squadron,  set  out  in 
a  cutter,  from  the  commercial  harbor,  on  his  visit  of  welcome  to  the  envoy  of  Congress, 
Mr.  Fox.  In  another  cutter,  bearing  the  Russian  merchant  flag,  were  conveyed  to  the 
American  vessels  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  the  deputies  of  the  city  council,  bearing  to  the 
visitors  compliments  and  offers  of  service  on  the  part  of  the  city.  After  them  went  officers 
detailed  by  all  the  vessels  arrived  on  that  day,  and  all  the  ships  lying  in  port,  to  compliment 
the  Americans  upon  their  safe  arrival. 

After  the  visit  of  Admiral  L^sovsky,  Assistant  Secretary  Fox  and  the  commanders  of  the 
Miantonomoh  and  the  Augusta  were  conveyed,  in  company  with  S.  S.  L^ssovsky,  by  our  admi- 
ral's cutter,  towed  by  the  steamer  Koldoontshik,  to  the  haven,and  alighting  on  Petrovsky  quay , 
proceeded  to  the  town  upon  their  visit  to  the  chief  commander  of  the  port,  his  Majesty's 
aide-de-camp  general.  Admiral  T.  M.  Novossilsky.  On  their  return  from  that  visit,  the  en- 
voy of  Congress  and  Admiral  L^sovsky  left  the  Miantonomoh  for  the  Neva,  steam-propelling 
yacht  of  our  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  sailed  to  St.  Petersbur^f.  The 
departure  of  our  admiraJs,  Ltosovsky  and  Likhatsheff,  was  saluted  by  the  Augusta  with  nine 
guns  for  each.  These  salutes  were  returned  by  the  same  number  of  guns  fired  from  the- 
admiral-ship,  the  frigate  Sebastopol.    The  moment  the  American  envoy  set  foot  on  board 

*  This  norrstiTa  was  paMUhed  on  the  SStb  of  Jnlj,  <6th  of  AagQgt,)  in  a  tapplementarr  sheet,  distributed  bjr 
the  CnnstadlBecald  to  its  eUy  rabaerlbers,  and  reprinted  in  its  number  of  August  9.^Not€  ofUu  croMtator. 
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the  Neva,  she  ran  np  the  American  colors,  which  were  immediately  saints  bj  thirteen  gnnB 
from  the  Augusta,  where  the  American  ^ng  was  displayed  on  the  top-gallant  mast.* 

On  the  following  day,  July  26,  (August  7,)  at  9  a.  m.,  the  chief  astronomer  of  the  naval 
observatory  of  Cronstadt,  L.  £.  Huebner,  visited  the  steamship  Augusta  and  the  monitor 
Miantonomoh  and  presented  to  the  American  commanders  documents  written  in  English, 
and  containing  information  in  reference  to  his  specialty.  At  ten  the  chief  commander  of  the 
port,  aide-de  camp  Reneral,  Admiral  T.  M.  Novossilsky,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  the  staff, 
Bear-Admiral  T.  N.  Tikhmenieff,  Captain  of  the  First  Rank  Bajenoff,  and  the  aide-de-camp 
of  the  staff,  came  on  board  the  American  vessels,  to  repay  the  visits  received  by  him  from  the 
American  commanders  the  day  before.  While  his  higli  excellency  was  staying  on  board  the 
Augusta,  she  displayed  the  Russian  colors  and  fired  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns.  This  was 
immediately  responded  to  by  the  same  number  of  guns  fired  from  the  screw  sloop-of-war 
Griden,  who  displayed  at  the  same  time  the  American  colors.  After  visiting  the  Augusta,  the 
admiral  repaired  on  board  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  surveyed  her  in  every  particular. 
In  his  high  excellency's  presence  the  working  of  every  apparatus  was  experimentally  exhi- 
bited ;  the  revolutions  of  the  turrets,  the  play  of  the  15-inch  guns,  and  the  action  of  the  ven- 
tilators, supplying  with  air  the  state-rooms  and  all  the  habitable  parts  of  this  almost  submarine 
vessel.  • 

The  monitor  Miantonomoh  presents  a  magnified  type  of  our  own  monitors,  and  is  veiy 
like  them  as  to  the  principle  and  the  svslem  of  construction.  In  any  case,  the  Miantonomoh, 
by  crossing  the  ocean,  has  established  the  sea-faring  ability  of  the  monitors,  and,  therefbre, 
deserves  to  be  carefully  studied  by  professional  men. 

At  eleven  the  admiral  left  the  monitor.  The  cutter  conveying  the  admiral  to  the  haven  met 
on  its  way  with  two  cutters.  These  were  carrying  the  deputations  of  the  naval  assembly  of 
Cronstadt  and  of  the  imperial  navy  library.  *  The  two  deputations  offered  to  Captains  Mur- 
ray and  Beaumont,  and  to  all  the  officers  of  the  American  squadron,  personal  cards  of  mem- 
bership to  the  assembly  and  the  library. 

At  noon  the  steam-propelling  yacht  Neva,  bearing  on  her  fore-top-gallant  mast  the  flag  of 
the  river  yachting  club  of  St.  retersbur^;  arrived  in  the  eastern  roadstead.  At  the  same  time 
•a  numerous  fleet  of  diminutive  yachts  of  the  club  made  their  appearance,  all  under  sail.  There- 
fore, our  roadsteads  and  harbors  presented  a  picture  of  extraordinary  animation,  crowded  as  they 
^already  were  with  the  ships  of  our  squadron  and  a  multitude  of  merchantmen,  filling  at  pres- 
ent our  port,  as  if  for  this  very  occasion.  The  Neva  despatched  to  the  American  vessels  a  dep- 
utation bearing  compliments  upon  the  safe  arrival  of  our  transoceanic  friends. 

At  1  p.  m.  tne  commanders  of  the  American  vessels,  in  company  with  the  United  States 
^ce-consul,  A.  H.  Wilkins,  called  at  the  commander's  of  the  fortress,  Eear-Admiral  A.  V. 
•8htschulepnikoff,  and  other  local  authorities. 

About  2  p.  m.  some  thirty  American  officers  were  taken  from  their  respective  vessels  on 
aboard  the  steamer  Ishora.  Near  the  haven  these  gentlemen,  escorted  by  a  lieutenant  of  the 
imperial  navy,  passed  on  board  the  steam  barge  EoTdoontshik,  and  were  landed  on  theestrade 
-of  the  inner  haven ;  thence  they  walked  along  the  Hospodsky  street  to  the  building  of  the 
naval  assembly  and  library.  Here  they  were  received  by  the  members  of  the  committee  on 
reception. 

When  they  visited  the  library  elegantly  bound  catalogues  were  presented  to  each  officer. 
Here  they  could  see  the  reverently  preserved  charts,  dehvered  in  1863  to  Admiral  S.  S.  L^- 
sovsky  by  the  city  of  New  York  ana  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  presented  by  him  to  the 
museum  of  the  library. 

At  half  past  two  tne  strains  of  the  American  national  hymn  resounded  in  tlie  magnificent 
hall  of  our  naval  assembly,  and  the  whole  company  sat  down  to  table.  This  lunch  had  no 
official  character  and  was  distinguished  by  a  tone  of  friendly  companionship  which  our  guests 
had  the  good  taste  to  establish  at  their  first  acquaintance  with  the  gentlemen,  who  had  un- 
'dertaken  the  pleasant  task  of  tendering  to  them  a  hearty  hospitality,  and  of  being  their  guides 
throughout  our  capital  and  its  evirons. 

At  5  p.  m.  a  dinner  was  given  by  the  chief  commander  of  the  port  to  the  commanders  of  the 
American  vessels,  with  the  participation  of  some  higher  members  of  the  administration  of 
Cronstadt 

To-morrow  our  guests  visit  Peterhof.  The  envov  of  the  States,  Mr.  Fox,  his  secretaries, 
and  captains,  Murray  and  Beaumont,  will  have  the  honor  to  present  themselves  to  his  imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor,  our  sovereign. 

The  officers  o/the  American  squadron,  after  a  drive  in  the  splendid  park  of  Peterhof,  wiU 
be  conveyed  to  the  Yelaguinn  island,  where  there  will  be  a  display  ot  fireworks  in  the  eve- 
ning, to-morrow  bein^  the  Sirthday  of  her  Majesty  the  empress. 

On  Thursday  morning  his  imperial  Majesty  is  expected  to  visit  Cronstadt  The  same  day, 
at  five  in  the  evening,  a  great  dinner  is  appointed  to  take  place  in  the  hall  of  the  naval  assem- 
bly. This  dinner  wul  be  given  in  the  name  of  the  Russian  navy,  in  honor  of  Mr.  Fox  and 
the  American  seamen. 

Friday,  July  29,  (August  10,)  a  dinner  given  by  the  citizens  of  Cronstadt  Is  to  take  place 
in  the  City  Hall  August  10.    ' 


*  To  this  ao«t«it  is  prefixed  a  roll  of  tlie  offloerata  the  Axaertcaii  i<iaadron.--iV«f« 
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Cronstadt,  Julf  88,  (August  9.) 

We  are  so  yerv  confident  of  our  readers  being  interested  in  every  particular  relating  to  our 
American  frienas,  that  we  readily  postpone  our  other  current  articles  to  give  place  to  the 
accounts  of  our  visitors*  doings.  In  our  last  correspondence  we  informed  our  readers  that 
Mr.  Fox,  his  secretaries,  and  Captains  Murray  and  Beaumont,  were  to  present  themselves  to 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  at  Peterhof,  on  her  Majesty  the  Empresses  birthday,  July  27, 
( Aug^t  8. )  On  this  occasion  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Unitea  States  Navy  Department 
had  the  honor  to  present  to  his  Majesty  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  the  contents  of 
which  are  already  known  to  our  readers.  The  account  of  the  audience  given  by  his  Majesty 
to  Mr.  Fox  was  immediately  communicated  by  the  cable  to  New  York,  so  that  the  first  tele- 
gram sent  over  from  Russia  to  America  was  called  forth  by  the  address  in  which  the  glorious 
American  nation  expressed  its  profound  esteem  and  sympathy  to  the  person  of  our  reverenced 
monarch.  After  the  audience  Mr.  Fox,  General  Clay,  the  United  States  minister  resident  at 
the  imperial  court,  their  secretaries,  and  Captains  Murray  and  Beaumont  were  invited  to  the 
ministerial  table  in  Peterhof.*  In  that  city  they  spent  the  remaining  part  of  this  day — un- 
doubtedly as  memorable  to  Russians  as  to  Americans. 

The  officers  of  the  American  squadron  also  spent  that  day  at  Peterhof.  At  11|  a.  m.  they 
were  taken  on  board  the  steamer  Onega  by  the  president  of  the  committee  on  reception, 
Rear- Admiral  (H.  L  M.  8.)  L^sovsky,  in  company  with  some  members  of  the  committee. 
At  half  past  twelve  the  Onega  reached  the  pier  of  Peterhof,  near  which  the  imperial  linest 
(leeneyki)  stood  waiting  for  our  transoceanic  friends  and  the  Russian  officers  accompanying 
them.  In  these  carriages  our  guests  took  a  drive  along  the  cool,  shaded  avenues  of  the  lower 
park,  where  the  eye  meets  at  every  step  with  luxuriant  verdure  and  sparkling  fountains,  out- 
yying,  perhaps,  in  numbers  and  beauty  the  celebrated  waters  of  Versaillefi. 

The  Amencan  seamen,  however  cold  and  indifferent  in  appearance,  surveyed  all  these 
wonders  of  art  and  nature  with  profound  feelings  of  enthusiasm  and  admiration.  The  car- 
riages, after  a  few  minutes*  halt  near  the  lake  of  Marly,  continued  to  move  amid  new  scenery 
toward  his  Majesty's  own  villa.  This  palace,  built  in  the  elecant  and  coquettish  style  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  X  Y,  and  inwardly  ornamented  with  graceful  objects  of  art,  and  with  excellent 
copies  of  the  incomparable  Watteau  and  Boucher,  was  shown  to  our  dear  visitors. 

After  a  drive  through  the  English  park,  our  enests  visited  the  islands  of  Olga  and  of  the 
Czarinn,  upon  the  small  lakes,  then  the  great  Imperial  palace  of  Peterhof,  and  returned,  at 
half  past  tnree,  to  Monplaisiit  in  the  lower  park,  where  a  dinner  was  ready  for  the  whole 
company.  Alter  dinner,  more  visiting.  The  bathing  establishment,  the  fountains  of  the 
old  park,  the  imperial  stables,  and  various  other  sights  were  shown  to  the  guests.  After 
this,  the  leeneyki  (carriages)  of  the  court  drove  near  to  the  pavilion  before  Monplaisir, 
where  a  band  of  musicians  was  to  play,  and  where  a  numerous  and  extremely  elegant  at- 
tendance had  assembled,  attracted  by  the  general  curiosity  of  seeing  the  guests,  the  objects 
of  such  friendly  hospitality,  in  the  gardens  of  the  Russian  Czar.  The  musical  entertain- 
ment was  introduced  by  the  Amencan  national  hymn,  and  the  popular  song  of  Yankee 
Doodle. 

Our  account  of  this  visit  to  Peterhof  cannot  be  possibly  completed  without  our  mention- 
ing two  episodes  which  marked  the  day.  In  the  lower  park,  near  the  imperial  bathing 
establishment,  the  American  seamen  met,  by  chance,  with  General  Todtleben.  Upon  learn- 
ing the  general's  name,  they  expressed  their  desire  to  be  introduced  to  him.  To  this  the 
ffeneral  gladlpr  asaented;  and  these  heroes  of  Charleston,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  ^bc,  shook 
Sands  with  him,  giving  siffns  of  peculiar  esteem.  After  this  they  asked  leave  to  give  three 
cheers  in  honor  of  the  celebrated  engineer  who  defended  Sebastopol,  and  their  voices  min- 
gled in  a  friendly  harmony  with  the  unceasing  music  of  the  fountains  of  Peterhof.  The 
second  episode  alluded  to  happened  on  the  island  of  the  Cxarinn.  Here  was  shown  to  the 
Americans  an  oak  grown  out  of  an  acorn  brought  firom  the  tomb  of  Washington.  With 
what  deep,  almost  religious  feeling  the  visitors  looked  upon  the  young  tree.  Each  of  them 
took  a  leaf  from  it,  and  these  leaves  will,  no  doubt,  cross  the  ocean  and  testify  in  America 
to  the  profound  reverence  paid  in  Russia  to  the  memory  of  the  great  founder  of  the  Union, 
the  first  champion  of  American  independence. 

.The  party  spent  the  remaining  part  of  the  day  on  Yelaginn  island,  where  there  was  a 
splendid  display  of  fireworks  in  nonor  of  the  highly  solemn  birthday  of  her  Majesty.  The 
night  had  alreaay  set  in  when  the  steamer  Oneea  entered  the  little  Nevka  and  stopped  by 
the  side  of  the  yacht  belonging  to  the  acting  minister  of  the  navy.  The  banks  were  covered 
with  thousands  of  beholders.  Bonfires  were  lighted  everywhere.  The  river  was  literally 
blocked  with  myriads  of  oared  boats  bearing  lanterns  and  illumination-lamps.  Bauds  of 
musicians  were  placed  on  many  points,  and  everywhere  the  Onep^  was  greeted  with  loud 
hurrahs  and  the  American  national  hymn.  Our  guests  were  invited  by  the  acting  minister 
of  the  navy,  (secretary  of  the  navy  department,)  Aide-de-camp  General  N.  K.  Krabbe,  to 
come  on  board  the  steamer  Neva  to  witness  the  fireworks.  The  welcome  of  the  people,  the 
— ♦ • 

*  Miiiiiiterial  tatfle  ii  a  technical  term  of  the  Ravlan  court  laogaafe,  meaning  imch  imperial  dinners  to  wlileh 
onlj  the  dignitarkm  of  the  two  lint  claaeet  are  invited.— JVbte  of  the  trmulator. 

t  Uncovered  carriages  of  a  peculiar  style,  ImiUtlnff  the  hunting  equipiareo  of  the  epoch  of  Louis  XIY.  In  RuHia 
this  style  of  carriages  is  at  present  in  use  only  at  the  imperial  court.— Adt«  oftketrandaior. 

}  Another  impertelpalaea.—JVoMo/a«ir«M<ai0r.  «^ 
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expression  of  profound  s jmpathj  on  the  part  of  the  masses,  broniffht  to  the  manl j  features 
of  the  gallant  American  seamen  OTidences  of* deep  emotion.  They  answered  to  the  loud 
cheers  of  the  crowds  by  our  Russian  **  oora.*'  and  seemed  highly  pleased  with  the  reception. 

The  display  of  fireworks  ceased  at  11,  after  which  our  guests  repaired  to  the  Hotel  de 
France,  where  apartments  were  prepared  for  them.  To-day,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
American  seamen  returned  to  Cronstadt  on  board  the  One^a,  and,  while  we  are  writing 
these  lines  the  air  resounds  with  the  cheerful  salutes  fired  in  honor  of  his  M^esty  the  Em- 
peror, who  visits  to-day  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  the  steamship  Augusta.  Another  of 
our  correspondents  will  give  an  account  of  to-day*8  events. 

Yesterday,  August  9,  it  pleased  the  Emperor  our  sovereign  to  visit  the  roadsteads  of 
Cronstadt  At  10  a.  m.  the  steam-propelling  yacht  Alexandria,  under  his  Majesty's  pen- 
dant, left  the  pier  of  Peterhof  and  reached,  at  10^  a.  m.,  the  little  roadstead  of  Cronstadt. 
When  the  Alexandria  came  in  sight  of  the  eastern  roadstead  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns 
was  fired  by  the  steamship  Augusta,  bearing  on  her  top-gallantmast  the  pendant  of  the 
highest  in  rank  of  American  commanders  present.  Upon  a  signal  from  the  Alexandria,  the 
screw  sloop  of  war  Griden,  lying  near  the  American  steamship,  responded  to  the  salute  by 
firing  the  same  number  of  guns  and  displaying  the  American  colors. 

His  Mujesty,  accompani^  by  their  Imperial  Highnesses  the  Crown  Prince  Csesarevitch 
Alexander  Alexandrovitch,  the  Grand  Dukes  Vladimir  Alexandrovitch  and  Nicholas 
Nicholsevitch,  senior,  and  a  numerous  suite,  was  pleased  to  visit  the  Miantonomoh,  and  to 
survey  her  in  every  detail.  Then  the  Emperor  went,  in  a  cutter,  to  the  steamship  Augusta. 
As  his  Miyesty  left  the  monitor,  her  15-inch  steel  guns  fired  a  aalute  of  twenty-one  guns, 
which  was  answered  by  the  same  number  of  guns  u'om  the  sloop  of  war  Griden.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  American  officers,  this  was  the  first  instance  of  a  salnte  fired  by 
the  1 5-inch  guns  since  they  were  known  in  America,  and  it  was  done  as  a  mark  of  particular 
respect  and  gratitude  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Yesterday,  at  5  p.  m.,  a  grand  dmner  was  given  by  the  members  of  the  Naval  Assembly 
of  Cronstadt  to  the  envoy  of  the  United  States  and  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the 
American  vessels.  The  hall  of  the  asseqnbly  was  gorgeously  docorated  with  flags,  flowers, 
and  exotic  trees.  The  most  prominent  and  tasteful  part  of  the  decoration  waa  a  shield 
covering  entirely  one  of  the  walls,  and  bearing  upon  a  ground  of  red  cloth  the  portraits  of 
Washington,  Lincoln,  and  Johnson,  encircled  In  wreaths  of  flowers  and  surrounded  with 
lofty  exotic  trees.  The  portmit  of  the  Emperor  our  sovereign  occupied  the  opposite  wall 
decorated  with  imperial  standards  and  garlands  of  verdure.  Resides,  every  part  of  the  haL 
was  adorned  with  Kussian  and  American  flags,  flowers,  and  exotic  tiees.  The  state  stair- 
case was  no  less  brilliantly  ornamented  with  lamps,  sconces,  and  flowers.  Opposite  to  the 
entrance,  amid  groups  of  trees,  stood,  facing  each  other,  the  busts  of  the  Emperors  Peter  I 
and  Alexander  11,  supported  by  decorated  pedestals.  In  the  hall,  two  bands  of  musicians 
>were«playing  alternately ;  the  baud  of  Liadov,  from  Petersburg,  and  that  of  our  port-service. 
The  (unuer  was  furnished  by  the  celebrated  Petersburg  restaurant  of  Dusseaux. 

We  regret  to  be  prevented,  by  want  of  time,  from  communicating  the  many  remarkable 
.  speeches  which  were  delivered  on  this  occasion,  and  all  the  particulars  of  this  interesting 
festival,  organized  by  the  Russian  seamen  in  honor  of  our  transatlantic  friends.  We  wiU 
try  to  give  a  more  circumstantial  narrative  at  the  next  opportunity. 

August  12. — ^The  presence  of  the  American  squadron  iu  our  port,  the  friendlyi  nay,  the 
enthusiastic  reception  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cronstadt  of  our  dear  transoceanic  fjriends,  and 
the  marks  of  most  glowing,  hearty  sympathy  mutually  exchanged  at  every  meeting  be- 
tween the  Russians  and  the  citiieus  of  the  great  American  republic,  who  come  with  their 
glorious  vessels  to  pay  us  a  friendly  visit,  have  removed  to  the  background  everv  other 
interest.  It  can  be  positively  said  that  there  is  not  a  single  man  in  Cronstadt,  whatever 
his  station  or  age,  from  the  highest  dignitary  to  the  humblest  laborer,  from  the  statelv  pa- 
triarch to  the  hardly  speaking  child,  who  does  not  feel  interested,  make  inquiries,  and  talk 
abput  our  present  dear  visitors,  who  were  so  long  expected.  Besides  those  firiendlv  feelings 
which  were  always  mutually  entertained  between  Russians  and  Americans,  and  were  so 
fully  displaved  upon  the  occasion  of  our  squadron's  visiting  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
there  are  other  causes  for  our  present  enthusiasm :  the  object  or  the  visit,  and  the  heipic 
character  of  the  experience  achieved  by  our  transatlantic  friends  in  their  crossing  the  ocean 
with  a  vessel  which  was,  until  now,  held  good  but  for  coasting  purposes.  This  expk>it 
must  be  considered  as  one  of  real  fearlessness  and  daring,  and  may  weU  aflford  thought  to ' 
those  who  cherished  the  opinion  that  a  fleet  built  afVer  the  new  American  system  coiud  be 
used  only  to  defend  one's  own  coast  against  foreign  attacks.  The  Americans  have  succeeded 
in  proving  what  other  emergencies  might  be  met  with  such  a  fleet. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald  we  gave  a  slight  sketch  of  the  great  dinner 
which  was  given  in  honor  of  our  American  guests.  This  dinner  was  gora^us  to  the  fullest 
extent  of  the  word's  meaning,  and  perfectly  answering  to  the  idea  of  an  entertainment 
offered  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  navy  to  those  who  represent  to  us  the  American  navy  and 
the  people  of  the  great  republic.  Our  former  correspondence  has  spoken,  a(  length,  of  the 
stvle  in  which  was  decorated  the  magnificent  hall  of  the  Naval  Assemblv  of  Cronstadt, 
where  the  dinner  tables  were  spread,  and  we  could  not  add  anything  to  that  part  of  our 
description.    Long  before  the  appointed  hour  the  hall  was  filled  wiw  visitors,  every  one 
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harrying  to  get  a  place  in  the  great  ball  to  witness  the  coming  solemnity,  and  to  hear  the 
accompanying  speeches.  The  principal  entrance  was  snrronnded  by  a  nnmerous  public, 
composed  of  most  varions  elements,  all  anxious  to  g^t  a  glance  of  the  American  seamen. 
Before  the  entrance  a  band  of  musicians  was  playing.  In  the  hall,  each  of  the  two  choirs 
was  occupied ;  one  by  the  band  of  Li^dov,  and  the  other  bv  our  own  band  of  the  port- 
service.  The  mnsicians  were  driven  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  choirs  bf  the  ladies,  who 
gathered  in  large  numbers,  curious  to  see  the  general  covp-fPail, 

The  tables  were  dressed  in  a  splendid  style ;  each  seat  was  provided  with  a  bill  of  fare 
upon  a  card  artistically  adorned  with  vignettes  executed  by  one  of  our  best  artists,  and  we 
think  that  a  detailed  description  of  these  engraving^  will  not  be  without  interest  to  those  of 
our  readers  who  were  not  present  at  that  memorabfe  festival.  The  cards  are  of  thick  Bristol 
paper ;  in  its  upper  part  the  engraving  represents  the  roadstead  of  Cronstadt  with  one  of  its 
forts,  and  the  Miantonomoh  sailing  past  the  fort ;  in  the  largest  link  of  chain  surrounding 
the  vignette  stands  1866 ;  on  each  siae  of  it  are  drawn  bays,  formed  by  a  winding  cable ;  in 
the  upper  comer  of  the  right-hand  bay  stands  1492,  the  vear  of  the  discovery  of  America ; 
beneatn  this  date  the  glorious  names  of  Columbus,  Washington,  Fulton,  and  Lincoln ;  in 
the  corner  of  the  left-hand  bay  862,  the  year  of  the  foundation  of  the  Russian  empire ;  be- 
neath it  the  glorious  names  of  Vladimir,  Dmitry,  Donskov,  Peter  the  Great,  and  Alexander 
II ;  at  the  foot  of  the  vignette  is  the  inscription  (in  English)  "  Miantonomoh's  arrival  at  Cron- 
stadt ;  **  under  the  rope  bays,  containing  the  celebrated  names  of  the  Russian  and  American 
history,  a  Russian  and  an  American  seaman  are  represented  standing  upon  the  yards,  and 
holding  each  a  hat  in  one  hand,  as  if  greeting  each  otier,  and  in  the  other  hand  having  each 
a  pair  of  interwoven  Russian  and  American  national  flags.  The  staffs  of  these  flags  seem 
to  support  the  vifuette  figuring  the  roadstead  of  Cronstadt.  Upon  banderoles,  running  along 
the  ridges  on  both  sides  of  the  card,  are  engraved  the  most  glorious  names  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  both  countries,  Gangout,  Tshesma,  Reval,  Navarin,  Sinop,  Sebastopol,  Mobile, 
Charleston,  Fort  Fisher,  New  Orleans,  Ac 

Precisely  at  5  p.  m.  the  distinguished  guests  who  arrived  at  Cronstadt  bv  the  steamers 
Onega,  Neva,  Ishora,  and  Koldoontshik,  began  to  drive  up  to  the  perron  of  the  assembly 
building.  Some  of  the  persons  invited  could  not  oome  for  various  reasons.  The  following 
distinguished  guests  honored  the  festival  with  their  presence :  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  United  States  Navy  Department ;  General  Clay,  United  States  minister  resident ;  the 
secretaries  of  the  two  envoys,  Messrs.  Curtin,  E.  H.  Green  and  J.  F  Loubat,  Captains  A.  Murray 
and  J.  C.  Beaumont ;  and  the  officers  of  the  Miantonomah  and  the  Augusta.  Amon^  the  num- 
ber of  Russians  who  honored  the  feast  with  their  presence  were  Prince  P.  P.  Gagarmn,  presi- 
dent of  the  committee  of  ministers ;  Count  Shoovaloff,  chief  commander  of  the  corps  of 
gendarmes;  Aide^le-Camp  General  Todtleben;  the  minister  (secretary)  of  the  public  lands; 
the  minister  of  instruction ;  the  minister  of  finance ;  and  the  state  comptroller.  Prince  Grorts- 
chakoff  could  not  come  on  account  of  illness.  The  city  of  Cronstadt  was  represented  at  this 
dinner  by  the  head  of  the  city,  Mayor  F.  S.  Stepanoff ;  the  mimbers  of  the  dooma,  (board 
of  aldermen,)  V.  M.  Koodriavtzeff  and  V.  D.  Nikitinn;  the  honorary  citizen*  P.  V.Bay- 
koff ;  and  the  merchants,  A.  T.  Bliuoff,  P.  A.  Vassilieff',  A.  V.  Moorasheff,  T.  T.  Ossetroff, 
and  M.  T.  Tshawsoff.  We  do  not  mention  the  many  persons  of  note  belonging  to  the  navy, 
as  they  were  rather  the  masters  than  the  guests  of  tlie  festival. 

The  coming  of  the  American  guests  was  announced  to  the  visitors  assembled  in  the  hall  by 
the  loud  **  oora  **  of  the  immense  crowd  with  which  the  street  leading  to  the  building  of  the 
Naval  Assembly  was  literally  overflowed.  At  the  same  time  the  band,  which  was  placed 
before  the  principal  entrance,  began  to  play  the  American  national  march.  At  the  outer 
door  of  the  assembly  the  American  officers  were  received  by  those  of  our  navy  officers, 
with  whom  they  had  already  become  acauainted  at  a  lunch  on  the  third  day  after  their 
•  arrival  in  our  roadstead.  The  guests  and  the  hosts  went  arm  in  arm  into  the  private  dining- 
room  of  the  club,  where  tables  stood  ready,  covered  with  a  variety  of  tempting  good  "  za- 
kooska,"t  and  amply  provided  with  drinks  of  both  Russian  and  American  nationalities. t 
JIavingr  refreshed  tnemselves  by  this  prdiminary  zakooska,  the  guests  repaired  to  the  state 
hall,  wnere  they  sat  down  to  dinner,  and  Russians  and  Americans  minffled  in  friendly  con- 
versation, distinguished  by  mutual  complimentary  addresses.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  (no 
atenographer  being  in  attendance)  the  speeches  delivered  upon  this  memorable  occasion  were 
not  reported.  Not  trusting  to  memory,  we  cannot  undertake  to  quote  the  words  used  by  the 
perbons  who  spoke  in  the  course  of  the  dinner,  fearing  to  spoil  their  meaning,  and  will 
limit  our  account  by  saying  that  every  sentence  spoken,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  Americans 
as  on  that  of  the  Russians,  was  marked  by  the  same  feelings  of  profound  esteem  and  disin- 
tereeted  sympathy  which  are  mutually  entertained  by  the  two  great  nations — Russia  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 

Sire:  The  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  your  imperial  Majesty  is 
the  voice  of  a  people  whose  millions  of  lips  speak  from  a  single  heart 

*  A  title  granted  by  tbe  Crown  for  pablle  services  to  sabjeoti  not  belonging  to  the  Rnsiian  nobility.— iV(X«  of  the 
tran$lator. 

t  After-bit :  from  being  eaten  after  drUiking  a  glass  of  whiskey.— iVoM  qf  the  translator. 

X  A  glass  of  whiHkey  and  sooie  bits  of  salted  or  smoked  eatables  are  generally  considered  In^aMiAis^ood 
preparatives  for  dinner.-— iVocs  of  tkc  tranalator,  xJ  O  V  LL 
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Tbe  many  ties  which  have  long  bound  together  the  fipreat  empire  of  the  east  and  the  ffreat 
republic  of  the  west  have  been  multiplied  and  strengthened  by  the  unwavering  fidelitj  of 
the  imperial  government  to  our  own  throughout  its  recent  period  of  convulsion. 

Tbe  words  of  sympathy  and  friendship  then  addressed  to  the  government  at  Washington, 
by  command  of  your  imperial  Majesty,  are  fixed  in  /the  eternal  remembrance  of  a  grateful 
country. 

As  one  of  the  wide  family  of  nations  we  yield  our  willing  homage  to  that  noble  act  of 
humanity  which  is  especially  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  Congress.  The  powerful  edict 
of  an  enlightened  sovereign  has  consummated  a  triumph  over  an  mherited  barbarism  which 
our  western  republic  has  only  reached  through  long  years  of  bloodshed. 

It  is  therefore  with  profound  emotion  that  I  offer  to  your  imperial  Majesty,  to  the  eman- 
cipated subjects,  to  all  the  people  of  this  vast  realm,  our  heartfelt  congratulations  upon  the 
providential  escape  from  danger  which  led  to  this  spontaneous  expression  of  regret  for  the 
attempt,  and  thankfulness  for  its  merciful  arrest  and  niilure. 

The  story  of  the  peril  from  which  a  kind  Providence  has  delivered  your  imperial  Miuesty 
brings  with  it  the  remembrance  of  the  mighty  sorrow  which  so  lately  filled  every  loyal  heart 
in  our  own  land  at  the  sudden  loss  of  our  Chief,  our  Guide,  our  Father. 

We  thank  God  that  a  s^rief  like  this  was  snared  to  our  friends  and  allies,  the  Hnssian  people. 

May  tbe  Father  of  all  nations  and  all  rulers  protect,  prolong,  and  bless  tbe  life  which  He 
has  so  signally  preserved  for  the  service  of  the  people  to  which  it  belongs  for  the  good  of 
mankind  and  the  glory  of  His  holy  name. 

»  G.  V.  FOX, 

Aisistant  Seereiary  qf  the  Navy. 

AugUBt  15. — ^To-day  we  continue  the  chronicle  of  our  American  guest's  sojourn  at  Cron- 
stadt  on  the  day  following  the  splendid  and  truly  cordial  banquet  given  in  the  Naval  Assembly 
with  the  participation  of  over  five  hundred  persons  in  honor  of  the  American  officers.  These 
gentlemen  were  invited  in  tbe  morning  to  visit,  in  company  with  oiu  navy  officers,  all  the 
remarkable  sights  of  the  city  and  of  the  port  of  Cronstadt.  Our  officers  who  gathered  on 
the  pier  of  the  Petrovsky  harbor  there,  to  be  joined  by  their  American  friends  for  the  pro- 
posed excursion,  had  occasion  to  meet  with  Mr.  Fox  and  to  accompany  him  to  the  cutler 
which  was  to  convey  the  American  envoy  and  his  secretaries  to  the  roadstead  upon  their 
visits  to  the  commanders  of  our  men-of-war  lying  in  port. 

It  was  originally  proposed  to  show  to  the  omcers  of  the  American  sauadron  the  new  docks, 
the  steamboat  engine  building  establishment,  the  arsenal,  the  new  aamiralty,  and  the  naval 
observatory;  but  it  so  happened  the  Americans  were  delayed  on  board  their  ships,  and 
arrived  at  the  pier  much  alter  the  appointed  time.  Instead  of  10  a.  m.,  as  intended,  they 
landed  at  12.30  p.  m.,  and  therefore  had  not  sufficient  time  to  see  much  of  what  was  to  be 
shown. 

From  the  pier  of  the  Petr#vsky  harbor  they  went,  in  company  with  their  Bussian  friends, 
to  the  arsenal.  Here  they  were  received  by  the  superintendent  of  the  artillery  of  Cronstadt, 
Colonel  Pestitsh,  who  readily  offered  himself  to  point  out  to  the  attention  ot  the  visitors  all 
the  objects  worth  seeing.  Particular  attention  was  bestowed  bv  our  American  friends  upon 
the  great  number  of  war  trophies,  especially  flags  taken  firom  the  stem  of  the  enemy's  ships 
which  were  captured  in  many  glorious  naval  battles  won  by  our  navy  at  the  end  of  the  last 
and  the  beginning  of  the  present  centuries.  The  American  officers  snook  hands  with  their 
Russian  fellow-seamen,  saying  that  they  greeted  in  them  the  representatives  of  a  nairf  which 
has  to  boast  of  a  history  so  rich  in  glorious  records.  No  less  interested  were  the  visitors  by 
the  admirably  well  execnted  models  of  Russian  men-of-war  which  occupy  a  special  chamber 
of  the  arsenal.  These  models  were  examined  in  every  particular  and  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion. The  American  gentlemen  also  very  much  admired  a  plan  of  Cronstadt  and  of  its  en-  . 
yirons  and  forts,  executed  in  relief  with  a  truly  artistic  finish. 

Having  visited  the  arsenal,  the  party  went  to  the  summer  residence  of  the  naval  club, 
where  a  lunch  was  kept  ready.  Here  the  party  was  increased  by  the  gentlemen  of  two 
deputations,  just  arrived  from  Petersburg  to  invite  our  American  friends  to  banquets  organized 
in  their  honors— one  by  the  assembly  of  the  nobility,  and  another  by  the  commercial  association 
of  mutual  support.  AfW  lunch  the  excunrionists  repaired  to  tbe  steamboat  engine  building 
establishment  They  were  received  by  Colonel  Sokoloff,  the  superintendent,  who  guided 
them  through  all  the  parts  of  this  remarkable  engine  manu&ctory.  Many  of  the  party  be- 
ing engineers,  every  apparatus  was  examined  in  all  its  details.  The  representatives  of  a 
country  where  the  engineering  art  is  developed  to  its  highest  point  acknowledged  that  an 
establishment  like  the  one  they  had  just  surveyed  would  be  an  object  of  particular  notice, 
even  in  America. 

Having  examined  this  establishment,  which  took  no  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half  of  their 
time,  the  visitors  passed  to  the  new  docks  in  a  steam-barge  which  was  put  at  their  service  by 
Colonel  Sokoloff.  Time  wanting,  the  new  docks,  so  remarkable  by  the  gigantic  dimensions 
of  the  works  in  progress,  were  but  summarily  surveyed.  The  visitors  had  to  return  to  the 
steamboat  engine  building  establishment  on  their  wuy  to  the  naval  observatory,  where  they 
arrived  at  4  p.  m.    As  the  appointed  time  jof  the  dinner  to  be  given  to  them  by  the  city  of 
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Cronstadt  on  tbat  day  was  at  5  p.  m.,  thej  had  but  an  honr  to  devote  to  tbe  proposed  snr- 
yey  of  the  observatorj  and  to  their  repoeef  which  was  necessarj  after  their  rather  long  excur- 
sion. When,  after  leaving  the  new  docks,  the  party  was  embarking  upon  the  steam  barge, 
which  lay  waiting  for  them,  a  crowd  of  workmen,  who  abandoned  their  work,  prompted  by 
an  eager  desire  to  see  the  American  friends,  swarmed  upon  the  landlng-plac*  and  greeted 
them  Dy  loud  and  numerous  "  ooras." 

At  five  o*clock  of  the  afternoon,  the  American  officers  were  conveyed  in  carriages  supplied 
by  the  city  to  tbe  building  of  the  City  Hall,  where  the  banquet  organised  in  their  honor  was 
to  take  place.  Before  the  state  perron  a  military  baud  of  musicians  were  already  plaving. 
The  part  of  Hospodsky  street  along  the  building  of  the  city  oflfkres  was  literally  overflowed 
with  thousands  of  lookers-on.  As  the  distinguished  guests  were  driving  near  to  the  perron, 
the  band  began  to  play  the  American  national  march  and  the  crowd  met  them  by  feud  and 
prok>nged  "ooras." 

The  state  staircase  as  well  as  the  perron  were  tastefully  and  richly  decorated  with  trees 
and  flowers,  and  covered  with  splenaid  carpels.  Tbe  apartments,  elegantly  adorned  witk 
flowers,  displayed  everywhere  Russian  and  American  flags.  The  arms  of  Russia  and 
of  America,  surrounded  wHh  live  verdure  and  draped  with  national  colors,  attracted  the  eye 
at  every  step.  In  the  state  hall,  decorated  with  great  taste,  were  placed  portraits  of  the  Em- 
peror, our  sovereign,  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  Johnson,  and  Konussarofl^-Kostromskoy.* 

The  tables  were  spread  in  a  truly  magnificent  style.  Each  guest  had  his  place  marked  in 
advance ;  the  distribution  of  the  seats  being  so  calculated  as  to  place  near  every  Aaoerican 
gentleman  some  one  of  the  Russians  who  could  speak  English.  The  managers  and  masters 
of  the  banquet  met  their  guests  at  the  entrance  doors  with  roost  friendly  compliments  of  wel- 
come. The  presence  of  Joseph  Ivanovitsh  Komissaroff-Kostromskoy  excited  the  liveliest  in- 
terest of  the  American  gentlemen.  They  expressed  their  particular  regard  for  him  who  had 
achieved  the  never-to-1^- forgotten  exploit  of  preserving  the  life  of  the  Czar,  liberator  of 
millions  of  men  ;  the  Caar  whose  reign  brough  t  to  Russia  a  brilliant  epoMch  of  beneficent  re- 
forms, which  have  already  promoted  the  welfare  of  our  country  and  promise  a  still  more  bril- 
liant future. 

Among  the  visitors  were,  in  the  first  place,  our  transatlantic  guests,  the  envoy  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Fox.  and  his  two  secretaries ;  United  SUtes  minister  resident  at  the  im- 
perial court  of  St.  Petersburg,  General  Clay ;  the  secretary  of  the  American  legation,  Mr. 
Curtin ;  the  commanders  of  the  American  vessels,  Meesrs.  Murray  and  Beaumont ;  and  all 
the  officers  of  the  squadron  who  were  free  from  senrice  on  that  day.  Among  the  number  of 
Russian  gentlemen  who  were  present  we  will  mention  O.  T.  Komissaron-Koetromskoy ; 
P.  T.  Lilienfeld,  president  of  the  rural  administrative  council  of  Peterhof ;  M.  A.  Atriganieff, 
marshal  of  the  nobility  of  the  district  of  Peterhof  and  the  local  dignitaries  of  Cronstadt ;  the 
military  general-governor,  aide-de-camp  general.  Admiral  T.  M.  Novos^lsky,  of  his  imperial 
Majesty's  suite ;  Rear-Admirals  S.  S.  L^ssovsky  and  A.  A.  Popoff;  the  chief  of  the  gover- 
n(ir*s  staff,  the  commanders  of  the  forts,  and  many  other  representatives  of  the  diffBrenl 
branches  of  the  army  and  navy  service. 

At  half-past  five  of  the  afternoon  the  guests  went,  to  the  sound  of  music,  into  the  dinhig- 
rooms.  In  one  of  the  rooms  a  zakooska  [see  note]  stood  ready.  Each  American  gentleman 
went  arm-in-arm  with  one  of  the  managers  and  hosts  of  the  festival.  On  this  occasion,  as 
at  the  dinner  of  the  naval  assembly,  given  the  day  before,  everr  seat  was  provided  with  a 
card  bill  of  fare  and  a  programme  of  the  pieces  to  be  executed,  during  the  dinner,  by  the 
band  of  Liadov.  There  was  also  the  band  of  our  port  service,  to  play  alternately  with  the 
former.  The  bill  of  fare  cards  were  likewise  adomcKl  with  appropriate  vignettes,  illustrative 
of  the  alliance  and  cordial  friendship  uniting  the  two  great  nations—Russia  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  cara,  on  each  side,  national  flags,  stripes 
and  stars— American ;  and  three  stripes— Russian.  Between  the  flags,  in  a  wreath  of  oak 
leaves,  two  hand«  joined  in  a  friendly  clasp— emblem  of  tbe  everlasting  friendship  and  love 
between  the  Russians  and  the  Americans,  whom  no  misunderstanding  had  ever  divided,  and 
who,  in  the  hour  of  heavy  national  trial  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean,  joined  in  a  firatemal 
embrace.  Under  the  flags,  along  the  ridges  of  the  card,  broadsides  of  men-4>f-war,  with 
ranges  of  cannon  peering  out  of  the  hatchways  ;  and  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  card  Mer 
cury,  the  protector  of  commerce,  and  Neptune,  the  ruler  of  the  seas.  The  fare  was  ex- 
quisite, this  branch  having  been  intrusted  to  the  well-known  art  of  Dusseaux. 

When  the  tumblere  were  filled  with  champagne  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Cronstadt,  PhlHpp 
Stepanovitsh  Stepanoff,  proclaimed  a  toast  for  the  health  of  the  Emperor,  our  sovereign. 
Therewith,  Philipp  Stepanovitsh  said : 

**  To-day  is  a  feast  with  us.  With  us  are  the  dear  guests  who  came  across  the  ocean  to 
congratulate  us  upon  the  happy  preservation  of  our  Csar-liberator's  precious  life,  and  I  invite 
them  to  join  with  us  in  a  toast  for  the  health  and  long  life  of  the  Emperor,  our  sovereign.** 
Oora.'t 


*  The  gentleman  wbo  on  the  4fli  of  AprO,  1806,  diverted  the  ■■ifttsfa'g  arm  firom  the  pefwm  of  Enperor 
AUxmaAer  TL^TransUuor's  iwNe. 

t  Eveiy  ipeech  wa«  trantUted,  at  toon  as  It  was  dellTered,  bv  Rear>Admlral  L4noTikv ;  the  Ruslaa 
speeches  into  EngUih  and  the  Englbh  Into  'BunkaL-^Corrttpondewa  n^tc  (^  r^r^, 
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•  This  toMi  was  raoeived  with  loud,  entbiuiactic,  and  prolonged  **  ooras,**  mingling  with  the 
«oleam  strains  of  the  Russian  national  hymn.  The  next  toast,  proposed  by  the  mayor,  was 
/or  the  health  of  Mr.  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  It  was 
received  with  equally  enthusiastic  cheers.    When  ihe  "ooras"  subsided,  Mr.  Fox  said: 

*'  Gemtlembn  :  Though  we  may  di£fer  in  race,  in  language,  in  religion,  and  in  our  national 
aspirations,  yet  in  the  affectionate  emotions  of  our  hearts  we  meet  upon  common  ground ; 
let  us,  therefore,  drink  the  healdi  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  the  Empress  of  Russia.** 

When  Hhe  loud  and  prolonged  *'  ooras*'  which  drowned  Mr.  Fox's  last  words  had  subsided, 
Mr.  Bajkoff  proposed  *  toast  lor  the  health  of  the  Crown-Prince  Cesarevitsh,  and  of  the 
reigning  house,  t^oud  and  animated  *'ooras.**]  Then  the  mayor  offered  a  toast  for  the  repre- 
aentative  of  the  Amerioao  nation,  Mr.  Fox.  Tms  was  received  with  unanimous  sympathy. 
Thereupon  Mr.  NikiUnn,  having  been  allowed  to  speiUc  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  Cron- 
atadt.  said : 

**  Let  as  improve  this  moment*8  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Fox, 
representative  of  a  great  and  glorious  nation,  our  tribute  of  most  sincere  and  warm  gratitude 
for  those  testimoniab  of  sympathy  and  friendship  which,  upon  the  event  of  the  4th  of  April, 
assumed  the  solemn  form  of  a  resolution  of  the  Unitefl  States  Congress.  Such  sympathy  is 
-dear  to  us  Russians.  The  citiaens  of  America,  in  the  persons  of  their  representatives  here 
present,  jein  in  our  country's  universal  joy  at  the  preservation  of  our  adored  monarch's  life, 
cmd  therefore,  gentlemen,  I  offer  a  toast  for  the  true  authors  of  the  present  feast,  the  citizens 
«f  the  great  American  republic."    [Prolonged  '*  ooras."  1 

Mr.  Baykoff  proposed  a  toast  for  the  health  of  General  Clay,  United  States  minister  pleni- 
potentiary at  our  court    [Unanimous  **  ooras."]    In  response  to  this.  General  Clay  said : 

**  Ab  1  am  the  representative  of  a  great  republic — the  United  States  of  America — I  am,  of 
ooarse,  a  republican,  and  a  more  thorough  republican  c^uld  hardly  be  found  either  on  this 
or  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean ;  but,  after  living  for  some  time  in  a  country  which  has  a 
monarchical  form  of  government,  I  was  convinced  that  monarchy  can  be  the  best  form  of 
^vemment,  when  at  the  head  of  it  stands  the  best  and  the  most  virtuous  of  all  men  upon 
earth.  This  also  before  long  will  become  the  opinion  of  my  honorable  friend,  Mr.  Fox,  wnen 
he  shall  have  lived  some  time  in  Russisv  I  consider  it,  therefore,  as  my  duty  to  propose  a 
ioast  for  everything  Russian — for  the  Russian  government,  for  the  Russian  navv,  for  the 
Russian  army,  and  for  the  whole  Russian  eommonwealth."  [Prolonged  **  ooras  *'  and  ap* 
plausa.] 

The  mayor  of  Cronstadt  proposed  a  toast  for  the  health  of  the  commanders,  Messrs.  Murray 
and  Beaumont,  and  officers  of  the  AmericAu  squadron.  The  toast  was  met  by  loud  and  pro- 
longed **  ooras." 

Then  followed  toasts  for  the  chief  commander  of  the  port  of  Cronstadt,  and  the  city  mayor, 
the  first  toast  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Stepauofi^  and  the  second  by  Aide-de-camp  General  T 
M.  Novossilsky.     [Prolonged  **oora."] 

Mr.  Nikitinn  proposed  a  toast  for  the  health  of  J.  T.  Komissaroff-Eostromskoy,  whose, 
name  is  dear  to  every  Russian. 

Americans  and  Russians  strike  glasses  with  Ossip  (Joseph)  Ivanovitsh,  and  press  his 
Jiand  with  deep  fseliujg;  repeated  ** ooras'*  in  the  hall  and  outside  in  the  street. 

Aflor  this,  Mr.  Nikitinn  spoke  as  follows: 

**In  the  number  of  reforms  which  distinguish  the  present  reign,  our  new  rural  institutions 
occupy  a  prominent  place,  as  they  summon  our  society  to  reasonable  self-action ;  therefore  I 

E repose  a  toast  for  the  welfare  of  the  rural  work  in  Russia,  and  I  add  to  it  the  names  of  the 
onorable  represenatives  of  the  rural  communities  of  Peterhof,  now  between  us,  P.T. 
Lilienfeld  and  M.  A.  Atriganieff.    [Loud  and  prolonged  **  ooras."] 

Answering  to  this  toast,  P.  T.  Lilienfeld,  in  a  lon^  and  very  able  speech,  delineated  the 
importance  of  Cronstadt  as  a  military  and  commercial  port ;  Cronstadt,  eirt  with  forts  of 
granite,  and  surrounded  with  invulnerable  monitors,  being  the  bulwark  of  the  empire.  He 
concluded  his  speech  by  expressing  a  vow,  that  nothing  would  impede  tL^  progress  of  those 
grand  and  beneficent  reforms  which  open  a  new  era  to  Russia,  the  era  of  impartial  and  inde- 
pendent justice,  the  era  of  social  and  national  development. 

This  speech  was  received  with  most  enthusiastic  **  ooras." 

Mr.  Moorasheff  proclaimed  a  toast  for  the  everlasting  friendship  between  Russia  and  the 
United  States.    [Loud  ** ooras."] 

Mr.  Cartin,  secretary  of  the  American  legation,  delivered  in  the  Russian  tongue  the  fol- 
lowing speech : 

'*  After  Peter  the  Great  had  hewn  a  window  looking  upon  Europe, **  he  fonnded  Cronstadt 
and  created  in  it  a  military  fleet,  that  it  might  stand  upon  the  watch  before  this  window. 
The  Baltic  fleet  has  religiously  fulfilled  this  duty  bequeathed  to  it  by  the  great  reformer  of 
Russia.  For  more  than  a  century  Cronstadt  and  its  navy  jealously  kept  this  sacred  post, 
and  not  one  of  the  many  foes  who  have  made  war  against  Russia  has  ever  succeeded  in 
blocking  up  this  window  hewn  by  the  powerful  hands  of  Peter  I,  and  I  am  perfectly  con- 


*Mr.  Curtin,  who,  during  hli  two  years*  stay  in  RumIs,  has  become  perfectly  fkinfliar  wltb  RaBslan  Utera> 
^ure,  begins  bis  speech  with  a  felicitous  allusion  to  a  weU-kaoim  rarge  of  Pooibkln,  the  greatest  and  most 
popular  of  Sasaian  poetM.—TrMulutor's  note,  ^-^  ^ 
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Tinced  that  in  fbtnre,  also,  no  one  shall  block  it  np.  I  therefore  heg  leaTe,  gvnttemen,  te 
proclaim  a  toast  for  the  city  and  fortress  of  Cronstadt,  for  all  the  Russian  seamen  ^^erallj, 
and  for  all  the  present  inhabitants  of  Cronstadt."  [Load,  nnintermpted  *'ooras,"  and  gen- 
eral applaose.] 

The  major  proposed  a  toast  for  Stephen  Stepanovitsh  L^ssorskj,  and  those  of  enr  sea- 
men who  yisitod,  in  1863,  the  ports  ot  the  United  States ;  wfaieh  met  with  sincere  and  warm 
sympathy  <m  the  part  of  all  present. 

Then  followed  toasts  for  the  development  of  commerce  between  Rassia  and  the  United 
States ;  for  Baron  Stoeckl,  our  enroy  resident  at  WashingUm,  for  the  people,  the  army,  and 
Uie  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  Rossian  pnblic  men,  ao^,  in  oonclonon,  for  the  American 
and  Russian  ladies.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  limits  of  our  paper  prevent  us  from  giving 
all  the  details  of  this  festival,  organised  by  our  city  in  honor  of  our  dear  visitors,  wiw 
genial  broad  Russian  hospitality. 

Thus  ended  the  dinner,  but  not  the  festival.  Leaving  the  state-ball,  guests  and  hosts 
went  to  the  reception-rooms,  and  there  enjoyed  a  friendly  and  animate  talk,  in  which 
Russian  and  English  sounds  mingled  to^etlier.  When  coffee  and  tea  were  over,  a  large  table 
was  placed  in  the  room  adjoining  the  hall,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  table  a  silver  bowl  in 
which  the  '*djonka*'*  was  publicly  prepared  and  lighted.  Its  friendly  glimmering  blue 
flames  attracted  to  the  table  quite  a  number  of  gueets;  in  this  circle  many  more  speeches 
were  pronounced  by  Americans  and  Russians.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  relate  them  here» 
which  we  r^rret,  as  thev  were  not  less  interesting  nor  less  eloquent  than  those  delivered 
daring  the  dinner ;  be  it  enough  to  sav  that  they  all  were  inspired  by  the  same  ieeling  of 
frien(Mhip  which  joins  the  hearts  of  both  mat  nations. 

After  dinner  many  ladies,  whose  husbands  or  brothers  were  in  the  hall,  stepped  in  Ibr  awhile 
to  have  a  glimpse  of  the  banqueting  party.  They  were  introduced  to  the  American  guests, 
whom  they  complimented  upon  their  safe  arrival  at  Cronstadt,  expressing  to  them  the  grati* 
tude  of  the  Russian  women  towards  the  American  nation  for  its  sympathy,  testified  upon 
the  occasion  of  universal  joy  to  Russia — the  preservation  of  our  sovereign's  life.  When  the 
ladies  made  their  appearance  in  the  apartments,  one  of  the  American  officers  offered  a  toast 
in  honor  of  Russian  ladies,  and  delivered  on  the  occasion  a^short  speech,  wherein  he  highly 
praised  the  loveliness  and  the  beauty  of  our  fellow-countrywomen. 

To  this  one  of  the  Russian  officers  answered  by  a  speech,  wherein  be  equally  extolled  tiie 
beauty  and  loveliness  of  the  American  ladies,  on  whose  part  the  Russians  ezperieneed  such 
fiiendly  reception  in  their  visit  to  America.         , 

We  cannot  conclude  our  account  without  mentioning  an  episode  which  took  plaoe  with 
the  participation  of  the  public  standing  outside  the  City  Hall,  and  filling  the  Oospodsky  street. 
When  Mr.  Fox  and  J.  J.  Komissaroff-Kostromskoy  appeared  together  at  a  window,  and 
were  seen  bv  the  crowds,  a  truly  solemn  moment  ensued.  Thousands  of  voices  gave  at 
once  so  mighty  an  'U>ora"  that  it  resounded  in  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  ci^. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  guests  began  to  leave  J.  J.  Kon^ssaroff-Kostromskoy 
had  great  trouble  to  reach  his  carriage,  on  account  of  the  dense  crowd  rushing  to  meet  him 
withloud  unceasing  *'ooras.'* 

To-day,  in  the  city  garden  of  Cronstadt,  a  banquet  took  place,  which  was  offered  to  the 
crews  of  the  Miantonomoh  and  the  Augusta.  We  postpone  its  description  to  our  next  cor* 
respondence. 

SOJOURN  OP  THE  AMERICAN  SQUAMtON  AT  HBLSIN6PORS. 

As  soon  as  the  monitor  Miantonomoh  and  the  steamship  Augusta^entered  the  roadstead  of 
Helsingfors  (August  3)  the  director  of  the  government  iustitution  of  steersmen,  Vice-Admiral 
I^ordman,  the  governor  of  the  city,  of  his  Majesty's  suite,  Maior  General  Yallen,  and  the 
commander  of  toe  port  of  Sveaborg,  Captain  of  the  First  Rank  Roodakoff^  went  immediately 
on  board  the  monitor  to  compliment  the  United  States  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Nav^  Depart- 
ment, Mr.  Fox,  upon  his  safe  arrival,  and  to  testify  as  to  the  general  feeling  of  jgy  with  which 
the  city  of  Helsingfors  receives  the  first  appearance  in  its  waters  of  the  United  States  govern 
ment  nag.  On  this  occasion  the  steamship  Augusta  fired  a  salute  in  honor  of  Yice-Admiral 
Kordman. 

In  the  morning  of  the  following  day  Mr.  Fox,  in  company  with  Captains  Murray  and 
Beaumont,  made  official  calls  in  the  city.  At  noon  a  luncn  was  offered  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  American  squadron.  This  banquet  was  organised  in  the  establishment  of  the  Mineral 
Springs,  by  theclvil  governor  of  the  city,  who  had  sent  invitations  to  the  militarv  commanders 
of  the  place,  the  meinbers  of  the  government  institutions  of  Finland,  and  the  city  dignitaries. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  were  present,  among  whom  three  English  officers  of  the 
roval  artillery,  who  happened  to  be  staying,  at  that  time,  in  Helsingfors.  The  hall  was 
adorned  with  Russian  and  American  flags,  with  flowers  and  trees  and  such  other  decorations 
as  could  be  procured  upon  so  short  a  notice. 

Towards  tne  end  of  tne  lunch  Mr.  Vallen,  the  governor,  delivered,  in  the  French  tongue,  a 

*A  fkvorlte  bevoraceirtth  RoMlan  army  and  navy  officers— a  kind  of  pnneh,  of  ram,  ragar,  frnitf,  Ac  % 
which,  after  having  beea  left  to  bom  for  Mome  time,  is  finally  extlogolBhed  by  pooring  into  tt  ohampagne^«» 
Tron9lator'$  nou,  (^  ^^  ^^ 
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speech,  in  which  ha  expraesed  to  the  envoy  of  the  gteat  AmericMi  iwtaonV  Coa^resB  how 
much  Finland  was  gratified  and  honored  by  the  happj  chance  of  being  the  first  to  bid  him 
welcome  in  the  limits  of  the  Russian  empire.  To  this  Mr.  Fox  answered  by  expressing  his 
thanks  for  the  hospitality  of  the  city  of  Helsingfors,  and  by  saying  that  the  aim  of  the  Araei^ 
lean  aqnadron's  visit  to  Russia  was  two-foid — to  convey  congratulations  to  his  Mi^esty  the 
Emperor  upon  his  providenUal  escape,  and  greetings  to  the  Russian  people  in  recognition  of 
the  friendly  disposition  which  Russia  had  always,  and  particnlarly  during  the  last  Am^can 
War,  exhibited  towards  the  United  States.  Then,  pointing  out  to  the  place  where  the  Russian 
and  the  American  flags  stood  bound  crosswise  together,  Mr.  Fox  added  that  Russia  and  the 
United  States  are  as  closely  bound  together  by  mutual  friendship  as  those  two  fla^.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  Fox  proposed  toasts  for  the  Emperor,  the  Empress,  and  the  imperial  tamily. 
After  this,  the  governor,  Private  Counselior  Baron  Shemwall  Valksn,  proclaimed  a  toast.ror 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Then  Vice- Admiral  Nordman  proposed  a  toast  for  Cap- 
tains Murray  and  Beaumont  and  all  the  American  officers  present.  Mr.  Nordman  seiaed  this 
oj^portunity  to  thank  them  and  their  fellow-countrymen  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  for  the 
mendly  and  truly  kiod  reception  which  our  navy  officers  met  with  in  New  York,  Boston, 
and  Sui  Fraucisco.  Mr.  Nordman  concluded  by  ofiering  a  new  toast  for  the  welfwre  of  the 
American  navy  and  the  health  of  all  the  gallant  seamen,  who  distinguished  themselves  dnr- 
fng  the  late  war.  This  toast  was  answered  by  Captain  Murray.  I'hen  followed  the  toasts 
ofrered  for  the  English  officers,  by  Baron  Yallen ;  for  the  American  ladies,  and  particnlarly 
for  Mrs.  Virgrinia  Fox,  by  Mr.  Nordman,  &c.,  ^c 

The  celebrated  artist  Ole  Buhl,  who  was  among  the  guests^  surprised  most  delightfnllj 
the  company  by  asking  for  his  violin,  upon  which  he  executed  a  brilliant  improvisation  upon 
the  melodies  of  the  Russian  national  hymn  and  the  Yank«e  Doodle,  mingled  in  a  seriea  of 
interwoven  variations.  The  performance  elicited  most  enthosiastic  applause  on  the  part  of 
the  enraptured  audience.  Having  finished  playing,  the  artist  addressed  the  andience  in  a  fooe- 
tions  speech,  wherein  he  charged  the  Americans  with  ingratitude  for  their  having  neglected 
to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Norwegians,  that  people  having  visited  America  long  before  Cdnmbus. 

It  would  take  much  time  to  relate  all  the  details  of  this  fesiivaL  We  will  only  make  this 
remark,  that  the  mutual  feeUngs  of  guests  and  hosts  were  of  the  most  cordial  character,  and 
although  man^  of  them  could  not  understand  each  other's  laugnage,  their  countenances  tes- 
tified to  a  perfect  harmony. 

About  4  p.  m.  the  American  gentlemen,  after  a  call  at  Mr.  Frenkel's,  United  States  consnl, 
went  to  the  photographic  establishment  of  Miss  Shevitsh,  where  they  were  photographed  in  a 
common  groan  with  many  gentlemen  of  our  city. 

In  the  evening  a  ball  was  given  in  the  same  hall  of  the  Mineral  Springs.  Mr.  Fox  honored 
it  with  his  presence.  The  dances  were  most  animated.  The  ^piests  seemed  to  enjoy  very 
much  the  entertainment,  and  to  admire  our  Finlandish  beanties.  During  the  ootUlon  a 
figure  was  organised  in  which  the  ladies  took  some  nosegays  out  of  a  basket  and  presented 
them  to  their  transatlantic  dancers.  The  ball  and  the  supper  following  it  lasted  until  k»ng 
After  midnight. 

In  the  morning  of  the  next  day — that  is,  August  5 — at  7^  a.  m.,  the  two  American  vessels 
weighed  anchor  and  sailed  for  Cronstadt,  where,  of  course,  a  more  brilliant  reception  than  in 
our  modest  Finland  is  awaiting  the  visitors. 

[From  our  correspondent.] 

St.  Petersburg,  Augutt  17. 

AuguH  12. — In  nnderlaking  the  pleasant  task  of  describing  our  American  visitors'  excur^ 
eions  to  our  northern  Palmyra  and  her  environs  I  hope  that  my  letters  will  be  favorably  re- 
ceived by  the  readers  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald,  as  I  know  that  they  take  the  most  lively  interest 
in  everything  relating  to  those  who  crossed  the  ocean  to  convey  expressions  of  sympathy 
and  friendship  to  the  Russian  people  and  testimonials  of  profound  esteem  to  the  person  of 
the  Emperor  Alexander  II.  This  sympathy  and  this  esteem  on  the  part  of  the  great  Amer- 
ican republic  appear  at  every  stop.  In  the  solemn  address  of  the  Unitod  States  envoy,  and 
in  the  most  intimate  privato  conversation  of  the  American  seamen,  one  note  invariably  vi- 
brates— that  of  sympathy  and  friendship  towards  the  Russian  people  and  of  admiration  for 
the  man  who  liberated  twenty  millions  of  men  from  time-established  bondage,  4md  that  with- 
out bloodshed  and  civil  war,  almost  unavoidable  in  such  cases. 

If  such  are  the  feelings  of  our  American  friends,  the  Russian  people,  on  its  part,  in  the 
hospitality  tendered  to  them,  exhibite  so  warm  and  friendly  a  disposition  that  it  fuUy  answers 
to  tne  mutual  relations  between  the  two  great  countries  and  to  the  nigh  meaning  of  our  visitors* 
present  mission.  * 

The  day  of  the  12th  of  August  was  appointed  for  Mr.  Fox*s  proposed  visit  to  St  Peters- 
burg, together  with  his  secretaries.  Captains  A.  Murray  and  Beaumont,  and  the  officers  of  the 
American  squadron.  At  ten  o'clock  of  the  morning,  Mr.  Fox,  with  Admiral  S.  S.  L^ssovsky, 
Messrs.  Loubat  and  Green,  Mr.  Rykatsheff,  aide-de-camp  of  Uie  chief  commander's  stidST, 
and  other  Russian  officers  who  were  appointed  to  accompany  the  American  seamen  in  their 
visit  to  onr  northern  capital,  repaired  to  the  steam-propelling  yacht  Onega,  which  was  pat 
At  the  disposal  of  the  honorable  envoy  of  the  United  States.    Ten  minutes  later  the  yacht 
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left  tbe  pier  and  MOed  into  the  eastern  roadstead  to  the  American  monitor.  Here  tbe  party 
OB  board  the  Onega  was  joined  hy  Captains  A.  Morray  and  T.  C.  Beaumont  and  those  of  the 
Amerlean  officers  who  were  to  ffo  to  Petersburg.  At  half-past  ten  the  steam-propelling  yacht 
steered  straight  upon  the  catbMral  of  St.  Isaac  On  the  foremast  of  the  Onega  wayed  the 
glorious  flag  of  the  republic— white  stars  in  a  blue  field. 

Allhonrh  the  daj  was  cloudy,  and  eyen  some  drops  of  rain  were  begioning  to  fall,  wa 
continual^  met  on  our  passage  with  steamers  haying  on  board  crowds  of  passengers  and 
bands  of  musicians.  All  the  meeting  steamboats  had  American  flags,  and  each  of  them 
greeted  the  Onega  with  the  straint*  of  **  Hail  Columbia,"  mingled  with  loud  ''ooras*'  and 
accompanied  by  frantic  wayings  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs. 

Dunng  the  passage,  by  order  of  the  president  of  the  committee  on  reception,  some  Eng- 
lish guide-bouks  of  Russia  and  Poland  were  presented  to  our  transoceanic  guests.  Tbe  d^ 
before,  idl  the  officers  of  tbe  American  squadron  had  receiyed  copies  of  "  A  Manual  of  Rus- 
sian Couyersation/*  composed  by  Mr.  Pauker,  one  of  our  nayy  officers. 

About  noon,  the  Onega  stopped  at  the  pier  of  the  Eoglish  quay,  where  innumerable 
crowds  of  people  were  standing  m  expectation.  Loud  **  ooirias  *'  greeted  the  enyoy  of  Congrasa 
as  he  stepped  upon  the  shore  of  the  Russian  capital.  The  open  carriage  in  which  Mr.  Fox 
was  seated,  haying  by  his  side  Rear-Admiral  S.  S.  L^ssoysky,  could  hardly  moye  in  the 
midst  of  the  popular  masses,  hurrying  to  meet  him  who  was  sent  by  the  American  people 
to  greet  the  Russian  Csar,  and  to  couyey  to  him  their  congratulations  upon  his  preseryation 
from  the  peril  which  had  threatened  his  life.  Our  people  felt  that  this  was  not  a  mere 
diplomatical  courtesy,  but  a  proof  of  true  and  real  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can nation  towards  Russia,  and  a  manifest^on  of  the  American  people's  profound  esteem 
for  the  person  of  our  Emperor. 

The  gentlemen,  American  and  Russian,  belonging  to  the  party,  followed  tbe  carriage  of 
the  enyoy  in  other  open  carriages :  Captain  A.  Murray,  with  M.  S.  Fedorovsky,  aide-de- 
camp  to  his  Majesty  and  commander  of  the  screw  frigate  A.lexander-Neysky ;  Captain  J.  P. 
Beaumont,  with  Lieutenant-Captain  Kolt^ysky ;  Mr.  J.  F.  Loubat,  Mr.  Fox*s  secretary,  and 
Mr.  Pritchet,  first  officer  of  the  Augusta,  with  Mr.  Rykatsheff^  aide-de-camp  to  the  staff  of  the 
chief  commander  of  the  port  of  Cronstadt,  and  Lieutenant  Koopfer;  Mr.  £.  H.  Green,  with 
lieutenant  Payloff,  Ac    A  long  line  of  carriages  followed  each  other. 

On  leaving  the  quay,  the  whole  procession  drove  straight  towards  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Isaac  Here  Mr.  Fox  and  suite  were  received  by  the  chief  architect  Mr.  Poufot,  who  guided 
them  to  all  parts  of  the  building.  Our  guests  looked  with  admiration  upon  this  splendid 
cathedral,  wnose  magnificence  fully  answers  to  the  dignity  of  the  dominant  cDurch  in  the  great 
orthodox  empire.  Tboy  admired  the  richness  and  the  finish  of  every  detail ;  they  ascended 
to  the  cupola  and  were  delighted  with  the  sight  from  above ;  the  truly  majestic  cupola,  with 
its  tasteful  and  gorgeous  ornaments,  seemed  to  impress  the  visitors  with  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  our  architectural  art.  A  description  of  the  cathedral,  was,  on  the  spot,  presented 
to  the  envoy  of  the  United  States. 

After  visiting  the  cathedral  the  party  went  to  a  lunch  at  General  Clay's,  United  States 
minister  plenipotentiary. 

The  evening  was  spent  in  the  River  Yachting  Club  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  festival  of  the 
Yachting  Club  deserves,  both  by  its  design  and  execution,  a  particular  description.  Its  ex- 
cellent programme  was  faithfully  executed,  with  one  addition:  Immediately  upon  the 
guest's  MTival  at  the  summer  residence  of  the  club,  its  commodore,  V.  G  Poznansky,  invited 
Mr.  Fox  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  small  boat,  which  the  members  of  the  Yachting  Club 
proposed  to  build  personally  in  their  own  dock-yard.  Miss  M.  Van  Buren,  of  New  York, 
graciously  consented  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  giving  a  name  to  the  new-burn  vessel. 
She  broke  the  neck  of  a  wine-bottle  upon  the  frame  of  the  boat  and  proclaimed  the  little 
craft's  name  to  be  **G.  V.  Fox.**  There  was  no  other  deviation  from  the  programme,  and 
the  festival  went  off  mast  successfully  in  all  respects. 

At  7i  p.  m.  the  rowing  squadron  of  the  River  xachting  Club,  under  the  commodore's  flag, 
went  to  meet  the  members  of  the  American  deputation  near  the  steamboat  landing  place  of 
Kamennoy  island.  The  distinguished  guests  passed  into  cutters,  which  were  waiting  for 
them  at  the  pier;  the  boats  of  the  club  made  a  salute  with  their  oars,  and  a  military  band 
began  to  play  national  American  melodies.  The  cutters  occupied  by  the  distinguished 
guests,  ana  the  commodore  taking  the  lead,  the  whole  squadron  floated  down  the  middle 
Nevka,  stopping  from  time  to  time  to  acknowledge  the  manifestations  of  the  public  stand- 
ing at  different  points  along  the  banks.  The  squadron  passed  under  the  bridges,  Yelaginn- 
Kammennoatrovsky  and  Yelaginn-Kreetovsky.  When  it  was  in  siffht  of  the  club  building, 
the  Amolcan  flag  was  hoisted  to  the  club's  flag-etaff;  and  the  yachts,  displaying  the  American 
colors,  fired  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  The  military  band  played,  '*  Hail  Columbia." 
When  the  honorable  guesta  ascended  the  landing  estrade  of  the  club,  the  same  national 
hymn  was  played  by  a  band  of  ball-music,  placed  upon  the  shore.  About  9  o'clock  of  the 
evening  took  place  the  ceremony  of  the  tattoo,  and  the  flags  were  lowered.  At  10  o'clock 
began  the  ball.  Dances  followed  each  other  as  set  forth  in  the  pogramme.  After  the  first 
quadrille,  the  members  of  the  embassy  were  invited  to  tea,  which  was  served  upon  a  ter- 
race specially  constructed  for  that  occasion ;  and,  abaat  the  same  time,  the  shore  and  the 
yessels  lying  in  the  river  were  illuminated,    #  (^  A 
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During  tbe  first  Interval  between  the  dances,  a  choir  ofrinf^en  performed  (npon  the  land<*> 
in?  estrrae)  a  set  of  Rnssian  national  songs.  Second  division  of  dances.  After  die  qnad- 
rilTe,  a  serenade  on  the  water.  Last  division  of  dances — Masoorka.  A  lanch  in  a  navilion 
erected  for  the  distinguished  guests.  Military  band  of  musicians  and  choir  of  Russian 
singers,  performing  alternately.  The  toasts  proposed  were  for  the  health  of  the  President 
and  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America—*'  Hail  Columbia ;"  for  the 
health  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor— **  Qod  save  the  Czar;*'  this  last  toast  was  proposed  by 
honorable  G.  V.  Fox.  Upon  a  signal  from  8hpakovsky*s  apparatus,  the  neighboring  scenery 
was  illnminated.  The  departing  guests  were  accompanied  by  the  members  of  the  club  until 
beyond  the  next  bridge,  where  the  leave-taking  ceremony  took  place,  with  display  of 
national  flags  and  by  the  sounds  of  American  national  hymns  and  song^.  The  surrounding 
scenery  was  illuminated  with  Bengid  lights. 

This  beautful  and  completely  successful  festival  was  org^iied  under  the  directions  of 
Messrs.  N.  Wilkins,  J.  Mertz,  and  C.  Shirmer. 

At  a  banquet  given  to  Mr.  Fox  and  suite,  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  following  poem,  written 
especiallv  for  this  occasion  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  translated  into 
Russian  by  Mr.  Maikoff,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  read  there  and  at  the  great  banquet  at  Moe- 
cow,  attended  with  great  applause  and  cheers  for  the  author: 

POEM. 

Though  watery  deserts  hold  apart 

The  worlds  of  east  and  west, 
Still  beats  tlie  self-same  human  heart 

In  each  proud  nation's  breast. 

Our  floating  turret  tempts  the'main,- 

And  dares  the  howling  blast. 
To  clasp  more  dose  the  golden  chain 

That  long  has  bound  them  fast 

In  vain  the  gales  of  ocean  sweep, 

In  vain  the  billows  roar,  < 

That  chafe  the  wild  and  stormy  steep 

Of  storied  Elsinore! 

She  comes !  she  comes !  her  banner  dips 

In  Neva's  flashing  tide. 
With  greeting  on  her  cannon's  lips. 

The  storm-god's  iron  bride. 

Peace  garlands  with  the  olive  bough 

Her  thunder^bearing  tower. 
And  plants  before  her  cleaving  prow 

The  sea-foam's  milk-white  flower. 

Koprairie  heaped  their  gamened  store 

To  fill  her  sunless  hold ; 
Nor  rich  Nevada's  gleaming  om 

Its  hidden  caves  enfold. 

But  lightly  as  the  sea-bird  swings 

She  floats  the  depth  above, 
A  breath  of  flame  to  lend  her  wings. 

Her  freight  a  people's  love. 

When  darkness  hid  the  stormy  skies 

In  war's  long  winter  night, 
One  ray  still  cheered  our  straining  eyes, 

The  far-<^  northern  light 

And  now  the  friendly  rays  return, 

From  lights  that  glow  afar, 
Those  clusteivd  lamps  of  Heaven  that  bum 

Around  the  western  star. 

A  nation's  love  in  tears  and  smiles 

We  bear  across  the  sea, 
Oh,  Neva  of  the  huudred  isles. 

We  moor  our  heaM  in  thee '  ^-^  ^ 
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[From  our  correspondent]    . 

St.  Petbrsbubg,  Augwi  ]6. 

On  Monday,  Axuntsi  13,  Mesnrs.  Fox,  Morraj,  Beanmont,  and  the  attending^  officers, 
▼isited  CzarsKoy^-Mlo. 

At  10  a.  m.,  ailer  an  earlj  breakfast,  the  partj  repaired  to  tbe  railroad  depot  of  Ciarskoj^ 
Selo,  where  the  directors  of  the  railway  eompanj  came  to  receire  ns  and  to  pot  at  om*  service  a 
special  train.  We  started  at  lOf,  and  arrived  ten  minntes  before  11,  having,  in  twenty 
minutes,  left  behind  ns  the  cemetery  of  Volkor,  the  invalids'  hospital  of  Tshesme,  and  the 
village  of  Poolkovo.  The  snperinteudent  of  the  imperial  estate  of  Csarskoy^-Selo,  Aide-de- 
camp General  G.  T.  Gogol,  came  himself  to  receive  the  guests  in  the  imperial  roosM  of  th& 
railroad  station.  There  was  also  (H.  I.  M.  S.)  Rear-Admiral  A.  8.  Gorkovenko,  who  offered 
hunself  to  be  the  cicerone  of  our  party.  We  went  in  open  carriages  and  lines  [see  note,  p.  437  ) 
to  the  imperial  palace,  where  Madam  M.  V.  Gogol,  with  her  three  daughters  and  son,  and 
Madam  Mookhortoff,  with  her  sister  and  husband,  joined  ourpartv.  The  palace  was  visited 
in  every  detail.  When  standing  upon  tbe  Grecian  terrace,  which  commands  a  view  u]^ 
the  splendid  lake,  we  enjoyed  a  signt  truly  imposing :  this  being  the  day  of  the  consecration 
of  water,*  we  had  the  g^ood  chance  of  witnessing  the  ceremony.  The  religious  procession 
and  the  solemn  chanting  of  our  rite  produced  upon  the  foreigners  a  deep  impression.  As 
the  procession  was  movmg  past  them,  tiiey  respectfully  took  off  their  hats,  and,  in  a  whisper, 
asked  for  explanations  of  the  meaning  of  images,  banners,  and  of  the  other  symbols  of  th» 
procession.  Most  of  the  ladies  in  the  party  spoice  English  well,  and  readily  explained  to 
the  visitors  the  meaning  of  what  was  going  on  before  their  eyes. 

After  this  the  party  enjoyed  a  drive  in  the  nark ;  the  weather  was  most  favorable;  the 
carriases  moved  smoothly  and  rapidly  along  toe  beautiful  drives ;  everybody  seemed  to  be 
in  high  spirits,  and  the  most  friendly  and  animated  conversation  was  going  on  in  every 
group. 

The  first  baiting  place  was  the  admiralty  and  the  boat-bnilding  yard.  Here  we  found  » 
numerous  ]mblic,  attracted  by  the  desire  of  seeing  the  envoy  of  the  United  States  and  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  navy.  The  collection  of  rowing-boats  of  every  description  was 
highlv  praised  by  tbe  American  seamen.  They  sfud  that  they  had  nowhere  seen  a  collection 
so  rich  and  so  well  distributed,  which,  coming  from  such  competent  judges,  is  certainly  a 
high  compliment.  The  dock-vards  of  the  miniature  admiraltv  were  also  visited  in  every 
particular.  Then  we  enterea  a  pavilion,  where  Mr.  Svertshkoff,  the  celebrated  hyppie 
painter,  has  established  his  temporary  atelier.  We  were  admitted  to  look  upon  the  new 
worik  of  the  artist:  "A review  of  troops  on  the  Devitshy  field  of  Moscow,  by  the  Czar 
Alexis  Michaelovitsh."  The  artist  exhibited  also  two  or  three  of  his  inimitable  troykas, 
(three  abreast,)  which  seemed  to  invite  the  American  gentlemen  to  visit  Russia  in  the  sleigh- 
ine  season. 

On  leaving  Mr.  8vertshkoff*s  atelier,  the  party  visited  the  farm,  where  a  milk  collation 
was  offered  to  us.  After  this  a  visit  to  the  arsenal  of  curious  and  costly  arms — a  collection 
unique  of  its  kind.  We  went  through  all  the  rooms,  surveving  carefully  everjrthhig ;  but 
one  visit  could  never  be  sufficient  for  a  due  appreciation  of  all  the  riches  of  this  museum. 
It  is  reported  to  have  cost  nineteen  millions  of  silver  roubles. 

Towards  5  o*clock  of  the  afternoon  the  party  went  to  dinner  at  General  Goal's.  The 
dinner-table  was  spread  in  the  orange-honse  adjoining  the  general's  dwelling.  During  the 
repast  many  speecnes  were  pronounced,  but  none  of  an  official  or  pNolitical  character.  The 
tone  prevailing  at  this  reception  was  rather  >hat  of  a  famllv  reunion.  The  toasts  for  tbe 
health  of  Mrs.  Fox  and  of  Mrs.  Murray,  were  received  by  the  guests  with  marks  of  deep 
emotion.  The  English  speeches  were,  as  soon  as  pronounced,  translated  into  the  Russian 
ton|^e  by  Rear-Admirals  S.  S.  L^ovsky  and  A.  S.  Gorkovenko.  The  speeches  of  Messrs. 
A.  Mum^  and  J.  C  Beaumont,  in  answer  to  the  toasts  to  their  ladies,  were  translated  by 
their  nearest  neighbor  at  the  table.  Miss  £.  G.  Gogol,  daughter  of  the  master  of  the  house  f 
and  the  young  lady  carried  it  off  with  so  much  ease  and  such  an  elegance  of  diction  and 
gesture,  that  the  audience  could  not  refrain  from  testifying  its  delight  by  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause. 

The  afler-dinner  coffee  and  tea  wefe  served  in  the  garden^  that  tbe  gentlemen  might  en- 
joy their  cigars  without  being  de]^ved  of  the  ladies'  presence.  Here  the  lady  of  the  house 
showed  to  her  guests  a  family  relic,  the  view  of  whicb  produced  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  Americans,  who  know  so  well  how  to'appreciate  the  happiness  of  family  life  and  to  love 
dearlv  Uieir  domestic  hearth — those  corner-stones  of  every  true  civilization  and  of  every 
healthy  social  building.  The  relio  to  which  Mary  Yassilievna  (Madam  Gogol)  conducted 
the  visitors  was  a  young  tree  grown  up  from  a  branch  of  myrtle  taken  out  of  her  own 
wedding  nosegay.  At  this  simple  memento  the  9jeB  of  many  of  the  guests  were  moistened, 
as  their  thoughts  reverted  to  the  dear  beings  whom  they  had  left  far  behind  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ocean. 

At  eight  o'clock  of  the  evening  a  special  train  eonveyed  all  the  company  to  the  Vanxhall 

*A  r«Ugioai  eeremooy  pritribed  by  tks  Of»ek  chorch  twiee  a  year.— 7V«iw2cior'«  note. 


448  DIPLOMATIC  CORBESPONDENCE. 

of  PaTloTskj,  where  a  fiD^tival  was  orj^nized  in  honor  of  oar  transatlantic  friendf .  The 
garden  of  the  VanxbaU  was  unasuallj  crowded  on  that  night ;  the  number  of  persons  present 
was  estimated  to  have  reached  12,000.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  move  in  toe  circle  before 
the  pavilion ;  nevertheless,  the  members  of  the  Americ4ui  embassv  went  through  the  crowd- 
round  the  whole  circle,  to  gratify  the  desire  of  the  public  to  see  them,  and  to  have  a  view  of 
the  magnificent  illumiuation.  The  building  of  the  Vauxhall  was  drowned  in  a  sea  of  gas- 
light. Opposite  to  it  an  arch  was  erected,  radiant  with  transparents,  devised  and  painted 
by  Mr.  Charlemagne,  of  the  Imperii  1  Academy  of  Arts.  Close  to  the  arch  a  fountain  was 
playing  under  alternating  rays  of  variously  colored  lanterns  When  Mr.  Fox,  who  walked 
arm-in-arm  with  8.  S.  I^^ovsky,  came  near  to  the  orchestra  the  strains  of  the  American 
national  hymn  resounded,  and  all  the  audience  stood  up  as  a  man,  all  taking  off  their  hats. 
There  was  something  really  imposing  in  this  manifestation  of  the  most  refined  and  elegant 
public  of  the  Russian  capital  *  At  the  end  of  the  hymn  a  thunder  of  applause  and  **  ooras  " 
ensued.  On  demand  of  the  audience  the  hymn  was  repeated,  and  again  with  the  most  en- 
thusiastic applause.  Then  a  new  fiallop  was  performed,  *'  The  Miantonomoh,''  composed  for 
that  occasion  by  the  talented  chief  of  the  orchestra,  Mr.  Furstenau,  who  had  the  honor  to 
present  publicly  to  the  States  envoy  a  copy  of  his  work. 

After  the  concert  the  American  guests  were  invited  into  the  hall  to  a  sapper,  served  in  a 
splendid  style.  When  the  giblets  were  filled  with  champagne  the  outstanding  public  called 
upon  Mr.  Fox  for  a  speech.  He  readily  went  to  the  open  window,  goblet  in  liaud,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  public  a  few  beautiful  words,  expressive  of  the  sympathy  between  Aoierica 
and  Russia,  concluding  by  a  toast  for  the  health  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor.  Messrs.  Mur 
ray  and  Beaumont  also  were  requested  to  come  to  the  window,  and  complied  with  the  public 
wish.  The  general  delight  and  enthusiasm  were  unbounded.  The  whole  scene  was  some- 
thing completely  new  in  oor  country. 

At  18  or  the  night  our  party  entered  the  cars  of  the  train  for  Petersburg.  The  windows  of 
the  car  in  which  Mr.  Fox  was  beated  were  besieged  from  the  outside  by  a  number  of  ladies, 
who  asked  to  shake  hands  with  him  and  to  obtain  a  fiower  of  the  bouquet  which  was  offered 
to  him  after  the  supper.  At  last  the  signal  whistle  put  an  end  to  the  leave-taking,  and  the 
train  started,  followed  by  loud  **ooras  *'  from  the  galWies  of  the  Vauxhall. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THB  BAKQUUT  OFFERED  TO  THE  CREWS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SQUADRON. 

AUtiUST  22. 

On  Tuesday,  August  14,  a  banquet  was  given  by  the  port  of  Cronstadt  to  the  crews  of 
the  American  vessels,  the  Miantonumoh  and  the  Augusta. 

A  canvas  shed  was  erected  for  that  occasion  in  one  of  the  principal  promenades  of  our  public 
garden,  near  to  the  place  occupied  by  a  pavilion  shaped  like  the  stern  of  a  vessel.  The  shed, 
supported  upon  light  pillars  and  trees  btirdering  the  promenade,  was  tastefully  decorated  with 
verdure  and  flogs.  At  the  foremost  end  of  the  tent  waved  the  national  fiags,  American  and 
Russian,  their  staffs  crossing  one  another;  the  opposite  end  of  the  tent,  coming  close  to  the 
stern-shaped  pavilion,  was  ornamented  with  a  large  shield,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  with  the  well-known  motto,  £  plunkus  uuum.  Tables  and  benches  ex- 
tended throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  tent,  which  was  125  feet.  The  general  effect  of 
this  improvised  portico  was  very  picturesque.  At  noon,  which  was  the  appointed  time  for 
the  dinner,  a  hundred  and  eighty  American  seamen  mHrched  to  the  sounds  of  **  Hail  Colum- 
bia "  into  the  tent  and  sat  down  to  table.  Thirty  of  the  Russian  sailors,  who  visited  America 
with  our  squadrons  in  186:^,  placed  themselves  between  their  American  friends  at  various 
points  so  calculated  as  to  enable  them  to  look«to  the  comfurt  of  each  guest.  The  fare  con- 
sisted of  soup,  ham,  vegetables,  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding,  and  a  suflScient  quantity  of 
beer  and  hydromel.  Two  bauds  of  musicians  were  alieniately  playing  during  the  lepast, 
which  lasted  until  nearly  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  When  coffee  and  cigars  were  pre 
aented,  one  of  our  sailors  made  a  speech  in  English.  As  much  as  we  can  remember,  his  words 
were  nearly  these:  **  Our  friends :  During  our  stay  in  American  regions  you  treated  us  as  true 
friends ;  I  do  not  know  whether  we  shall  be  able  sufficiently  to  requite  you;  but  in  any  case, 
take  this  simple  repast  as  a  mark  of  our  most  sincere  and  everle^ting  friendship.**  To  this 
one  of  the  American  sailors  answered  by  assurances  of  svmpatby  and  friendship,  and,  in  con- 
clusion, said :  **Now,  friends,  let  us  drink  to  the  health  of  your  adored  fiitber  the  Czar, 
who,  nearly  at  the  same  time  when  the  negroes  were  freed  In  our  country,  gave  liberty  to 
Kussian  bondmen — the  peasants.'*  Aloud  **oora**  resounded  through  all  the  promenades 
of  the  garden,  filled  to  the  utmost  by  crowds  of  peo*ple. 

On  leaving  the  table  our  friends  scattered  through  thepark  to  enjoy  a  promenade,  enlivened 
bv  groups  ot  singers  of  the  garrison  of  Cronstadt,  and  favored  by  unusually  fine  weather. 
Until  late  in  the  night  ''  ooras  '*  and  cheers  resounded  in  all  comers  of  the  pnblic  garden. 
This  day  was  a  true  feast,  and  will  be  long  remembered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Uronstadi. 

*  PavlOTtky,  distant  ooly  half  an  hour  by  railway,  is  tha  favoriu  sammer  pronenada  of  tha  waalthiest  inhab- 
ItaatB  of  PtiUifburg.^Tnuuiat^r's  nou. 
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[From  our  correspoDdent] 

St.  Petersburg,  August  24. 

August  22. — To-morrow  we  tiro  to  leave  for  Moscow,  together  with  Mr.  Fox  and  other 
gentlemen  of  the  American  expedition.  Omr  party  will  consist  of  twenty  Amei  leans  and 
twelve  Russians.  Having  no  time  to  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  our  movements  during 
the  last  week,  I  will  communicate  to  you  but  a  summary  programme  of  what  tuck  place 
those  days.  Thursday,  Aueust  16,  Messrs.  Fox,  Murray,  and  Beaumont  were  invited  to 
Krassno^-Selo,  to  assist  at  the  last  manoeuvres  of  troops  of  the  imperial  guard.  The  reu)ain- 
ing  officers  of  the  American  squadron  surveyed  the  city,  and  in  the  evening  took  a  drive 
upon  our  beautiful  islands.  Friday,  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Fox,  in  company  with  otiier  gen- 
tlemen of  the  expedition  and  Russian  attending  officers,  visited  the  new  admiralty,  the  marine 
penitentiary,  and  the  dock  yard  of  the  island  Galemoy ;  after  breakfast,  visits  to  the  museum 
of  the  mining  institution  and  to  the  cathedral  of  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  in  the  fortress.  We  dined 
ha  the  Assembly  of  the  Nobility,  whwe  summer  residence  is  located  in  the  villa  of  Countess 
Strogonoff.  This  dinner  was  organized  in  honor  of  the  American  guests,  and  proved  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  festivals  offered  to  them.  In  the  morning  of  the  same  day  a  deputaiiou  from 
the  city  of  St.  Petersburg  called  upon  Mr.  Fox  and  presented  to  him  the  title  of  honorary 
citizen  of  the  capital.  &turday,  August  18,  Mr.  Fox  and  the  American  officers  were  present 
on  board  their  vessels  to  receive  the  visits  of  the  diplomatic  corps. 

Sunday,  19th,  Messrs.  Fox,  Loubat,  Green,  Murray,  and  Beaumont  had  the  honor  to  present 
themselves  to  her. Majesty  the  Empress.  This  presentation  took  place  at  Peterhof,  in  the 
gn-eat  palace.  Monday,  20th,  in  the  morning,  Messrs.  Fox,  Murray,  Beaumont,  and  some  of 
Sie  American  navy  officers,  were  invited  by  his  Majesty  the  Empercr  to  witness  a  military 

Earade  at  Krassno4-Selo.  A  deputation  of  the  city  of  Moscow  called  on  Mr.  Fox,  to  invite 
im  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  expedition  to  visit  the  old  capital  of  the  empire.  Dinner  at  Mr. 
Winans's ;  the  evening  at  Mr.  Gromov*s,  in  his  splendid  summer  residence,  where  a  brilliant 
reception  was  prepared  for  our  American  friends.  Yesterday,  21st,  these  ffeutlemeu  were 
invited  to  accompany  his  imperial  Majesty  in  his  visit  to  the  forts  and  roadsteads  of  Cron- 
stsdt.    To-day,  dinner  at  court,  in  Peterhof.  -  , 

To-morrow  the  whole  party  leaves  for  Moscow,  there  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  which  is 
offered  by  this  city  to  our  American  guests.  From  Moscow  we  intend  to  visit  Nishuy -Nov- 
gorod, and  perhaps  Kostroma,  die  native  city  of  our  reigning  dynasty,  and  the  birth-place 
ei  Soossanin,*  and  J.  T.  Komissaroff-Kostromskoy. 

[Correspondence  of  the  Cronstadt  Herald.  ] 

•  St.  Petersburg. 

Even  in  onr  days,  when  sea-faring  expeditions  are  completely  divested  of  the  appalling 
uncertainties  with  which  it  was  the  lot  of  Columbus  and  Vasco  de  Gama  to  contemi ;  even 
in  our  davs,  when  many  enigmas  which  puzzled  the  navigators  of  former  times  are  perfectly 
explained,  and  many  terrors  dispelled ;  even  now,  such  a  tact  as  a  passage  across  the  ocean, 
on  board  a  monitor,  deserves,  in  all  justice,  to  fill  an  honorable  paee  in  the  auuals  of  coteqi- 
pdrary  navigation.  This  exploit  was  achieved  with  the  monitor  Miantonomoh,  by  the  skil- 
lul  and  intrepid  American  seamen  who  are  our  present  guests.  "Whatever  might  have  been 
said  by  the  detractors  of  the  monitors  now  falls  to  the  ground.  The  strongest  skepticism 
cannot  resist  so  powerful  an  argument  as  the  Miantonomoh's  presence  at  Cronstadt.  There 
she  lies,  unharmed  and  strong,  the  admired  guest  of  our  roadstead !  The  Miautonomoh's 
Appearance  in  our  waters  achieved  another  victory,  for  which  our  seamen  cannot  but  be 
grateful ;  it  vanqiushed  the  inveterate  iiidifferfoce  of  the  Russian  public  for  the  interests  of 
navigation.  Indeed,  the  number  of  visitors  from  Petersburg  to  the  monitor  is  increasiog  with 
every  day.  Two  steamers,  plying  dally  between  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt,  are  hardly  suf- 
ficient for  the  crowds  of  passengers  hurrying  to  see  the  transatlantic  wonder,  the  last  work 
of  the  art  of  ship-building. 

BffR.  FOX'S  DEPARTURE  FOR  MOSCOW. 

August  26. — On  the  23d  dav  of  August,  Mr.  Fox,  with  part  of  his  suite,  and  in  company 
with  Admirals  L^ssovsky  ana  Gorkovenko,  left  for  Moscow,  where  a  cordial  and  brilliant 
reception  is  preparing.  There  Mr.  Fox  will  remain  five  days ;  of  this  number,  one  day  for 
the  proposed  visit  to  the  **Lavra'*  (first-class  monastery)  of  the  Trinity,  and  St.  Sergius 
(Troitzko-Sergievskaya.)  From  Moscow,  Mr.  Fox  propNOses  to  visit,  for  two  days,  the  fair 
of  Nishny-Novgorod,  thence  the  historical  monastery  of  Ipatius,  in  Kostroma,  and,  taking 
the  steamboat  up  the  Volga  to  Tver,  to  return  firom  this  last  city  to  Petersburg. — [The  Go- 

August  29. — Yesterday,  a  dinner  was  given  to  those  of  the  American  sailors  TNho  were 
prevented,  by  their  service  on  board,  from  participating  in  the  first  banquet.  The  affair  went 
off  exactly  after  the  same  style  as  that  of  the  former  occasion,  with  one  additional  particular, 

*  Who  iiav«d  the  life  of  the  first  Czar  of  the  Hoase  of  'Romanott.^Trantlaun'a  note. 

t  The  Voice,  a  St  Petersburg  daUy  paper,  at  present  the  most  widely  drcnlated  paper  In  Rasaia.— TVoiwla- 
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which  we  hasten  to  notice.  A  ^onp  formed  of  American  seamen,  in  the  centre  of  which 
were  placed  the  American  consul  and  the  mayor  of  Cronstadt,  was  photographed  ;  and  we 
hear  that  the  pictore  is  an  admirable  success. 

[From  onr  correspondent] 

Moscow,  August  24. 

Thursday,  23d,  at  2^  p.  m.,  the  American  embassy  and  its  satellites  repaired  to  the  depot  of 
the  Nicholavevsky  railroad,  at  St.  Petersburg,  where  the  delegates  of  tne  city  of  Moscow, 
Messrs.  Kokoreff  and  Bibikoff,  joined  the  party.  Two  splendidly  decorated  wagons  (cars,) 
b<«arin^  both  of  Russian  and  American  flags,  were  added  to  the  train,  and  we  took  possession 
thereof,  to  be  most  comfortably,  and  without  the  slightest  fatigue,  transported  to  the  old 
capital.  On  our  way,  between  Petersburg  and  the  station  of  Luban,  at  every  small  station 
where  the  train  had  to  stop,  crowds  of  villagers  went  forth  to  greet  the  envoy  of  the  American 
people.  At  Luban,  we  partook  of  a  splendid  repast,  prepare  by  the  care  of  the  deleg^ates 
of  Moscow.  It  was  really  a  pity  that  we  were  summoned  by  the  signal  bell,  in  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  spirit  of  conviviality  had  alighted  upon  us,  and  some  friendly  speeches  were 
just  broached.  After  re-entering  the  cars,  our  party  resumed  the  thread  of  conversation,  and  we 
enjoyed  the  travel  capitally.  We  had  in  our.  company  two  literary  gentlemen,  the  corre- 
spondents of  the  New  York  Herald  and  Tribune.  These  gentlemen  took  out,  from  time  to 
time,  their  pocket-books,  and  by  means  of  a  few  stenographic  signs  marked  down  whole 
sentences,  which  will,  most  probably,  travel  across  the  ocean  and  tell  to  the  people  of  the 
New  World  how  Russia  receives  the  representatives  of  her  distant,  but  dear  frienos. 

When  approaching  the  station  of  Tshoodovo  we  saw  large  crowds  of  people  gathered 
all  around  the  depot,  in  the  foremost  ranks  stood  the  members  of  a  deputation  sent 
ibrth  by  all  classes  of  the  rural  and  municipal  population  of  the  province  of  Novgorod — 
nobles,  merchants,  burghers,  and  peasants.  At  the  head  of  the  deputation  were  the  civil 
governor  of  the  province,  Mr.  Lerche,  and  the  president  of  the  provincial  assembly,  Mr. 
Katshaloff.  They  advanced  towards  the  car  occupied  by  Mr.  Fox,  and,  presenting  to  him 
the  customary  bread  and  salt,*  complimented  him  in  most  warm  and  cordial  terms.  Mr. 
Katshaloff,  after  explaining  in  a  few,  words  the  meaning  of  the  new  institution  of  provincial 
states,  concluded  by  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the 
part  of  the  province  of  Novgorod.  An  old  peasant,  of  venerable  appearance,  with  a  long, 
snow-wbite  beard,  stepped  forward  and,  addressing  Admiral  L6ssovsky,  said:  *'Tell  them, 
father,!  that  we  will  ever  pray  to  God  for  them,  oecause  they  feel  so  deeply  for  us  and  our 
Czar.*'  Our  American  friends  were  profoundly  touched  by  this  ingenuous  tribute  of  sym- 
pathy. 

After  the  speeches  came  champagne ;  and  a  toast  being  offered  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  envoy  ^f 
the  United  States  answered  by  a  toast — *'To  the  ancient  Great  Novgorod,  the  oldest  of  cities 
of  the  Russian  land."t  The  deputies  of  Novgorod  presented  to  Mr.  Fox  an  address,  signed 
by  the  governor,  actual  state  counsellor  Lerche,  the  president  of  the  provincial  assembly, 
Katshaloff,  the  members  of  the  provincial  doprava,  (board  of  administration,)  and  the  caliils 
of  rural  communes  (Selsky  Starshina.)    The  address  is  worded  as  follows: 

**To  the  representative  of  the  American  people,  Mr.  Fox:  The  Undersigned,  representa- 
tives of  all  the  states  (classes)  of  the  province  of  Novgorod,  profiting  by  the  occasion  of 
your  passage,  consider  it  to  bo  their  sacred  duty  to  express,  .through  your  ministry,  most  pro- 
found gratitude  for  those  feeling^,  to  testify  which  you  have  crossed  the  ocean.  Fellow- 
feoling  in  the  preservation  of  the  precious  life  of  our  Czar-liberator  touches  us  to  our  soul's 
depth,  and  is  the  strongest  proof^  of  the  American  people's  friendly  feeling  towards  the 
Russian.  These  feelings  towards  Russia  were  already  expressed  before,  in  the  cordial  recep- 
tion in  America  of  our  fleet ;  for  this  also  Russia  is  profouudly  grateful.  In  this  coming  near 
of  two  great  nations  the  undersigned  see  innumerable  mutua^l& vantages.''  [Follow  signa- 
tures.]    **  Aog^t  \\y  1866,  Palish  of  Tshoodovo,  Province  of  Novgorod." 

Mr  Fox  invited  Messrs.  Lerche  and  Katshaloff,  and  some  other  gentlemen  of  the  deputation, 
to  accompany  our  party  to  the  following  station.  As  the  train  was  starting  all  the  Americans 
went  out  upon  the  platform  uid  responded  by  a  unanimous  **oora"  to  the  greetings  of  the 
assembled  pei'ple.  On  the  banks  of  the  Volkhoo  the  ^ntlemen  of  the  Novgorodian  deputa- 
tion left  the  car.  The  gentlemen  of  the  American  mission  accompanied  them  to  the  platform. 
Here  again  glasses  were  filled  with  champagne,  and  Mr.  Kokoreff,  the  deputy  of  Moscow, 
ej^pressed  his  thanks  to  the  deputation  of  the  eldest  sister  of  Moscow,  the  Great  Novgorod, 
for  tlteir  manifestation  in  honor  of  those  whom  he  considered  as  the  guests  of  Moscow.  At 
Tver,  where  we  arrived  at  five  a.  m.,  notwithstanding  the  early  hour,  a  deputation  came  forth 
totgiaet  the  envoy  of  the  American  people. 

At  1U.30  a.  m.,  August  24,  we  were  welcomed  to  Moscow  by  the  mayor  of  the  city.  Prince 
iBtsherbatoff,  who  accompanied  our  party  from  the  railroad  depot  to  Mr.  Kokoreff's  hotel, 
situated  opjKislte  to  the  Kremlin. 

*  Emblemfl  of  bovpitallty  with  the  Runrian  people,  m  well  as  with  other  nfttioni  of  Slavonian  origin. — 
Translator's  nou. 

t  The  usual  terms,  of  addreaa  with  the  Rnnlan  people  are,  father,  mother,  brother  or  little  brother,  abler, 
Dncle.aud  aunt — like  the  "nuele"  of  the  American  eolored  people. — Tram»lal9v*9iu>u. 

X  Textual  temu,  l)y«hich  the  city  of  Novgorod  wan  detilgnated  In  the  daji  of  her  repoJ^Ucan  splendor.— 
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^  [From  onr  correspondent! 

Moscow,  August  31. 

August  27. — ^I  concluded  my  last  letter  with  our  arriyal  at  Moscow.  Our  arrival  and  our 
entrance  into  the  city  were  like  a  triumphal  procession.  At  the  depot  i^d  on  the  way  to  Kok- 
orefTs  hotel,  the  people  came  forth  by  thousands  to  meet  the  American  mission,  aiid  greeted  it 
with  **ooras,"  and  hats  flying  in  the  air,  and  countenances  lighted^up  by  exultation.  These, 
masses  of  people,  animated  by  the  same  feeling  of  sympathy  and  friendship,  presented  a  sight 
truly  affecting.  It  is  clear  that  our  people  understand  and  appreciate  the  meaning  of  the  Amer- 
ican mission.  Such  OTations  as  these,  with  which  it  meets  everywhere  in  Russia,  cannot 
be  prepared;  manifestations  of  this  kind  are  possible  only  when  the  masses  are  really  in- 
spired with  one  common  thought  and  moved  with  one  common  feeling.  As  I  mentioned  in  my 
former  correspondence,  Mr.  Fox  was  received  at  the  depot  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  Prince 
A.  A.  Stsherbatoff,  and  the  members  of  the  dooma,  (city  council.)  A  band  of  musicianH, 
placed  in  the  gallery  of  the  depot,  played  the  American  national  hymns.  Open  carriages,  with 
elegantly  harnessed  teams,  stood  ready  for  our  party.  The  coachmen  wore  upon  their  hats 
cockades  of  American  colors.  The  officers  of  the  reception  ceremony  had  also  American 
colors  in  the  button-holes  of  tl\eir  dress  coats..  Mr.  Rokoreff's  hotel  was  likewise  decorated 
with  a  profusion  of  American  flags ;  we  found  there  comfortable  and  even  luxurious  lodgings. 
Our  American  friends  seemed  highly  pleased  with  all  their  experiences  of  the  day.  They 
understood,  in  their  turn,  that  they  were  in  the  very  heart  of  Russia,  and  that  this  heart's 
beating  was  most  friendly  to  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  mission,  accompanied  by  Prince  Stsherbatoff,  proceeded  upon  official 
calls.  The  first  was,  of  course,  at  the  military  general  governor's.  Aide-de-camp  General  Prince 
v.  A.  Dolgorooky.  Then  the  party  visited  the  palace  of  the  Kremlin,*  its  churches,  the 
granovity  chamber,  and  the  court  of  patriarchs.  On  their  return  to  the  hotel  each  of  the 
American  gentlemen  found  in  his  room  the  card  of  Prince  Y.  A.  Dolgorooky,  who,  as  be- 
comes a  true  aristocrat  and  a  man  of  the  world,  returned  their  vij»its  by  calling  on  the  same 
morning,  and  in  person,  at  the  hotel,  and  sent  his  card  to  their  respective  rooms.  At  7  p.  m. 
we  went  to  dinner  at  the  general  governor's.    At  the  entrance  door  of  the  gubernatorial 

Sklace  we  were  inet  by  the  sounds  of  "Hail  Columbia"  from  a  band  upon  the  perron, 
undreds  of  powdered  servants,  emblazoned  in  red  liveries,'  silk  stockings,  and  glazed  shoes, 
stood  in  state  upon  the  steps  of  the  staircase  and  along  the  walls  of  the  richly  decorated 
ant^ooms.  The  dinner  tables  were  laid  out  in  a  style  fully  answering  to  the  idea  of  princely 
magnificence.  The  band  of  Sax  poured  from  the  choirs  its  enchanting  strains.  The  halls 
were  resplendent  with  mirrors  and  myriads  of  lights.  Brilliant  uniforms  and  black  dress 
coats  filled  the  gorgeous  reception  rooms.  At  7^  o'clock  the  company  sat  down  to  table.  I 
will  not  repeat  the  speeches,  which  are  already  reported  in  full  in  the  pages  of  the  Moscow 
News,  and  will  only  say  that  the  allocution  of  Prince  Dolgorooky,  glowing  with  feeling, 
was  received  with  particular  satisiaction.  Admiral  L^ssovsky,  Mr.  Curtin,  secretary  of  the 
American  legation,  and  Lieutenant  Leman,  acted  as  dragomen.  After  dinner,  yellow  tea 
and  coffee  were  served.  I  heard  from  competent  judges  that  such  coffee  was  tasted  by  them 
only  at  the  Pacha's  of  Damascus.  The  place  adjoining  the  gubernatorial  palace  was  cov- 
ered with  people.  After  dinner  Mr.  Fox  was  conducted  hy  Prince  Dolgorooky  to  the  balcony. 
Their  appearance  was  greeted  with  enthusiastic  **oora8.''  One  of  the  American  gentlemen 
dropped  by  chance  bis  handkerchief,  which  fell  down  from  the  balcony;  it  was  in  a  moment 
torn  to  pieces,  every  one  striying  to  get  a  piece  of  it  as  a  memorial  of  the  mission's  visit  to 
'  Moscow.  The  remaining  part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  zoological  gardens.  The  governor 
general  himself  accom^^anied  Mr.  Fox  in  this  evening  promenade.  The  weather  was  de- 
lightful, and  the  display  of  fireworks  went  off  most  successfully.  Our  party  returned  home 
after  midnight. 

This  was  the  way  in  which  our  old  hospitable  city  of  Moscow  received  the  envoy  of  the  States 
and  the  American  naval  officers.  Moscow's  reception  can,  in  all  justice,  be  put  by  the  side 
of  the  receptions  tendered  to  Admiral  L^ssovsky  and  his  squadron  in  New  York  and  Boston. 

On  the  following  day  the  guests  of  Moscow  surveyed  the  many  romarkable  sights  of  the 
city.    We  borrow  from  the  Moscow  News  an  account  of  this  excursion : 

**  At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  deputies  of  the  city  of  Moscow  called  at  Kokoreff's 
hotel  to  invite  the  Americans  for  a  new  excursion  in  the  city,  and  a  further  study  of  the 
ancient  capital's  remarkable  monuments.  A  part  of  the  proposed  excursion  having  to  be 
accomplished  but  of  town,  the  equipages  were  dressed  in  country  style,  the  carriages  being 
all  open  and  Uie  teams  some  three  ana  some  four  abreast;  the  harness  adorned  with  shining 
brass-plates  and  hawk's  bells.  The  Americans  seemed  to  like  very  much  this  style  of  har- 
nessing, which  was  to  them  a  complete  novelty.  The  first  halt  was  effected  on  the  Lobny 
square.  Here  the  party  alighted  and  went  on  foot  to  look  upon  our  ^'gostinoy  dvor," 
(guests'  yard.)*  They  walked  along  the  Noshovaya  ^cutlery)  line,  and  turning  to  the  rijrht 
at  the  shoe  store  of  Yegeroff  went  into  the  inner  yard ;  tnence,  by  the  passage-row,  to  the  street 
Elyinka  and  back,  along  the  silver-ware  row,  to  the  street  Nikolsky,  near  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Virgin  of  Kazan,  where  they  re-entered  the  carriages  and  drove  through  the  gate  of 
Tver  to  the  agricultural  academy  of  Petrovsky  Razooraovsky. 

*  Kremlin  (Kreml)  If  a  name  eommon  to  all  central  parts,  generally  surroanded  by  waUa,  of  Rni^aa  cttlef 
•f  aaoient  origin.^TVaiutaor'f  nou. 
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**  At  noon  the  train  reached  the  academy.  Here  the  visitors  were  received  by  the  directort 
N.  T.  Sheleznoff,  all  the  professors,  and  a  number  of  students.  They  visited  the  classes,  the 
church  the  laboratory,  the  farm,  and  finaliv  went  out  into  the  vast  and  beautiful  gardens, 
where,  in  a  pavilion  decorated  with  flags  of  both  nations,  a  lunch  stood  ready.  Having  re- 
freshed themselves,  the  gentlemen  of  the  excursion  party  went  through  the  park  of  Petrovsky, 
and  past  the  palace,  to  Khodinsky  field ;  there,  along  the  front  line  of  the  camp,  by  order  of  Aide- 
de-camp  General  Hildenstubbe,  chief  commander  of  the  military  district  of  Moscow,  the  troops 
stood,  without  arms,  in  broken  ranks.  The  general  himself  joined  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
called  forward  the  singers,  who  began  at  once  to  sing,  in  a  chorus,  the  Russian  soldiers'  songs. 
The  Americans  seemed  to  be  highly  pleased  with  the  attentions  of  our  military  authorities, 
and.  after  listening  for  some  time  to  the  singing  of  our  soldiers,  re-entered  tbe  carriages  and 
went  along  the  front")ine  to  the  end  of  the  camp,  where  the  students  of  the  military  academy 
of  Alexander  are  encamped.  After  an  exchange  of  compliments  with  the  young  officers  and 
cadets  of  the  academy,  the  American  gentlemen  retumea  to  town  by  the  Presniniky  ciiy  gate. 
On  their  way  home  the  gentlemen  ot  the  party  entered  into  the  Devitshy  (Virgin's)  nun- 
nery. The  prioress  herself  cam^ forth  to  receive  the  representatives  of  a  country  where  the 
idea  of  union  with  the  Greek  orthodox  church  has  met  with  so  much  sympathy.  The  visitors 
assisted  at  the  evening  service  in  the  convent's  church,  and  after  a  viait  of  thanks  to  the 
amiable  prioress,  continued  their  excursion. 

*'  When  the  train  reached  the  hotel  it  was  greeted  by  loud  cheers  from  crowds  of  people, 
who  had  gathered  round  the  hotel  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  Americans.  During  the  ex- 
cursion the  train  was  everywhere  cheered  by  popular  masses  pouring  forth  into  the  streets 
on  the  passage  of  our  American  friends." 

[From  our  correspondent  ] 

NlSHMT-NovGOROD,  September  7. 

August  31. — ^I  will  begin  my  present  correspondence  by  resuming  the  thread  of  my  nar- 
rative of  our  last  day's  sojourn  at  Moscow. 

On  Monday,  August  27,  the  States  envoy  assisted  at  the  morning  service,  which  was  cele- 
brated bv  the  Vicar  of  Moscow,  his  Eminency  the  Archbishop  Leonidas,  in  the  Oospensky 
cathedral  church  of  the  Kremlin.  The  remaining  part  of  the  morning  was  spent  in  visits  to 
the  House  of  Foundlings,  the  chambers  of  the  Boyars  Romanoff,  the  church  of  Basylus,  the 
Sanctimonius,  (vnssily  blashenny)  and  the  zoological  gardens. 

The  vast  etitablishments  of  the  House  of  Foundlings,  together  with  the  orphan  institu^on 
of  Nicholas,  impressed  the  Americans  most  favorably.  In  tact  this  truly  charitable  institu- 
tion, existing  in  our  country  for  more  than  a  century,  and  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Europe, 
could  not  fail  to  win  the  sympathy  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  a  country  where  philan- 
thropy and  charity  are  consiclered  the  first  of  public  virtues. 

In  the  zoological  gardens,  to  which  we  were  introduced  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Ac- 
climatization, Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Clay,  complying  with  the  request  of  these  gentlemen,  planted 
each  a  young  tree  in  memory  of  their  visit  to  the  g^ardens. 

The  dinner  on  that  day  was  a  private,  I  would  say,  a  family  one,  and  was  enjoyed  in  the 
beautiful  reading-room  of  Kokoreff's  hotel.  The  repast  went  off  most  gaily.  Many  good 
things  were  said,  but  nothing  of  a  political  or  official  character.  Prince  Stsherbatofi^  tbe 
city  mayor,  presided,  and  the  members  of  the  city  council  assisted  him  in  his  duties  of 
Amphy trion.  Guests  and  hosts  were  in  high  spirits,  and  many  merry  peahi  of  laughter, 
mingled  with  applause,  and  American  cheers  and  tigers,  followed  the  friendly  speeches  and 
the  jokes,  which  sparkled  like  champagne. 

At  six  p.  m.  the  company  broke  up,  as  it  was  time  to  prepare  for  t£e  proposed  promenade 
in  Sokolniki.  The  weather  was  delightful,  and  the  road  to  Sokolniki  presented  that  evening 
a  most  animated  picture ;  thousands  of  carriages  and  innumerable  crowds  of  pedestrians 
were  slowly  moving  towards  the  favorite  popular  promenade.  When  the  train  reached  the 
wood  there  was  more  room,  as  the  people  on  foot  scattered  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  we 
drove  with  a  gpreater  speed  along  tne  ranges  of  beautiful  villas,  the  summer  residences  of 
wealthy  Moscovites.  We  finished  our  drive  at  the  garden  of  Mr.  Brown,  in  which  a  festival 
was  organized  in  honor  ot  the  American  seamen.  Alter  looking  for  some  time  upon  the  per- 
formances of  the  gvmnasts,  and  listening  to  the  music — which,  of  course,  began  with  tbe 
American  hymn — the  members  of  the  mission  went  on  foot,  amid  thick  crowds  of  people, 
to  the  pavilion  of  the  rotunda,  where  tea  was  prepared.  All  the  way  to  the  rotunda  was 
profusely  illuminated  with  colored  lamps.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  popular  mksses  beggars 
every  description.  In  this  part  of  the  wood  about  40,000  men  were  present,  and  this 
immense  mass  gathered  round  the  pavilion  occupied  by  the  Americans,  and  there  was  no 
end  to  loud  **ooras"  and  general  jubilation.  At  tne  entrance  9f  the  pavilion  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Clay  were  received  by  Prince  Dolgorooky  and  suite.  Afler  tea  the  whole  party  went 
by  the  same  road  back  to  Brown's  garden  to  hear  more  music  and  to  witness  the  splendid 
fireworks*    Towards  midnight  the  festival  was  concluded  by  the  American  popular  hymn. 

^In  mo«t  RuHsian  eommercial  cJtleii  there  are  ipecial  bnildingg  called  "gotttinoy  dvor,"  ^n^i^^fffg  in  rows  of 
iton-ruoms,  forming,  geuorally,  a  rectangular  y»i±^TrmH*laior's  nou. 
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On  the  following  day,  which  was  Tuesday,  August  28th,  both  envoys,  the  members  of  the 
mission,  and  the  accompanyini,^  Russian  officers  went  in  a  ;special  train  by  railway  to  the 
Troitzko-Sergievsky  monastery ;  there  they  took  the  carriag«8^  which  were  prepared  for 
them,  and  drove  to  the  hermita!]?e  of  Bethsemane,  the  summer  residence  of  liis  High  £mi- 
nencv  Philaretes,  the  Metropohtan  of  Moscow.  They  piously  entered  into  the  narrow  and 
simply  furnished  cell,  occupied  by  the  venerable  old  man  who  graces  the  metropolitan  chair 
of  Moscow.  The  manner  in  which  the  archpastor  welcomed  the  distinguished  visitors  was 
exceedingly  cordial  and  even  affectionate.  He  spoke  to  the  American  envoys  in  a  tone  full 
of  sincere  and  profound  sympathy,  and  many  good  words  were  said.  Among  others  we 
remember  the  following :  **I  know  that  yours  is  a  religious  country,  notwithstanding  the 
complete  liberty  of  creed.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  all  Christian  nations  should  mutually 
entertain  such  friendly  feelingfs  towards  each  other  as  now  exist  between  America  and 
Russia." 

Notwithstanding  his  very  old  age,  the  metropolitan  was  pleased  to  accompany  the  visitors 
to  the  small  and  simple  church  of  the  hermitage,  and  to  explain  to  them  the  meaning  of 
images  and  different  ornaments  in  carved  wood,  with  no  gilding  or  bronze  about  them. 
After  visiting  further  the  catacombs  of  the  hermitage  the  part}-  returned  to  the  borough  of  the 
Troitzko-Sergievsky  Lavra.  When  leaving  the  hermitage  we  observed  with  great  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Americans  conceived  a  high  esteem  for  the  celebrated  Patriarch  who  had  so 
graciously  received  them.  After  a  lunch  in  the  hotel  of  the  borough  the  party  visited,  in 
detail,  the  monastery  and  its  historical  relics.  We  surveyed  the  churches,  the  chapels,  the 
vestries,  the  refectories,  and  the  reli^ous  academv,  with  its  library,  and  everywhere  our 
American  guests  met  with  the  most  fnendly  reception,  which  fully  proves  that  sympathy  to 
their  country,  penetrating  through  the  time-honored  wall*  of  our  principal  monastery,  con- 
quered the  hearts  of  monks,  as  it  has  conquered  the  hearts  of  all  our  people.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  monastery  the  envoys  were  received  by  the  prior,  his  Eminency  the  Archimandrite 
Anthony,  and  the  rector  of  the  religious  academy,  first  priest  Gorsky.  When  our  party  was 
taking  leave  of  the  prior  he  blessed  all  the  Russians  of  the  party  with  miniature  images  of 
St.  Serfi^us  of  Radonesh.     At  3^  p.  m.  a  special  train  took  us  back  to  Moscow. 

On  that  day,  like  the  day  before,  the  dinner  was  not  official,  and  was  distinguished  by  the 
same  absence  of  etiquette  and  the  same  lively  tone  of  conversation.  Our  guests  felt  them- 
selves quite  at  home  in  Moscow,  and  many  times  expressed  their  gratitude  to  the  representa- 
tives 01  the  hospitable  ancient  capital. 

The  night  was  spent  at  the  ^reat  theatre.  The  bill  of  play  was  composed  of  one  act  of  the 
ballet,  the  Peri ;  one  act  of  Glmka's  opera,  the  Life  for  tne  Czar ;  and  one  act  of  the  ballet, 
the  Pharaoh's  Daughter.  The  two  envoys  and  Roar- Admiral  I/'ssovsky  were  invited  to  the 
general  governor's  box.  The  other  members  of  the  mission  and  the  Russian  officers  occupied 
the  director's  box  and  five  boxes  of  the  first  rank  on  the  left  side.  The  house  was  full,  and 
the  magnificent  mise  en  gc^ne  of  our  ballet,  togetlier  with  the  brilliant  appearance  Of  the 
hall,  could  not  fail  to  be  admired  by  our  Americau  friends.  On  the  following  day  our  party 
left  Moscow  for  Nishny -Novgorod.  The  governor  general,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  ana  the 
delegates  of  the  city  council  accompanied  the  American  mission  to  the  railroad  depot.  We 
entered,  to  the  sounds  of  music,  into  the  cars,  which  were  decorated  with  American  flags 
Friendly  greetings  and  farewells  were  exchanged  on  both  sides,  and  the  beloved  guests  of 
Moscow  left  the  hospitable  walls  of  the  ancient  capital. 

The  day  before,  immediately  after  we  came  back  from  our  excursion  to  Troitzko-Sergievsky, 
a  deputation,  composed  of  members  of  the  fair  committee  of  Nishny-Novgorod — merchants 
A.  M.  Goobin,  A.  G.  Korniloff,  and  V.  V.  Khotoff— called  upon  Mr.  Fox,  otSring  to  him  and 
his  attendants  the  hospitality  of  the  city,  and  putting  themselves  at  his  command  for  the 
time  of  his  sojourn  at  Nishny-Novgorod.  This  offer  was  graciously  accepted,  and  the  Amer- 
ican mission  was  now  on  its  way  to  the  celebrated  market,  where  the  products  of  Europe 
and  Asia  meet  every  summer  in  an  immense  fair.  We  had  our  dinner  at  the  railroad  station 
of  Vladimir— a  splendid  repast  offered  by  the  city.  At  Kovrov,  Mr.  Gladitzin,  the  mayor, 
came  to  the  station  to  compliment  the  American  envoy  on  the  part  of  that  old  Russian  city. 
Toward  midnieht  our  train  reached  the  railroad  depot  of  Nishny.  The  building  of  the 
depot  was  filled  with  people,  who  came  to  meet  the  expected  guests  ;  the  band  of  the  horse- 
guards  was  playing,  and  the  whole  scene  bore  a  radiant,  festive  aspect.  The  president  of 
the  fair  committee.  Actual  State  Counsellor  A.  P.  Shiphoff  advanced  to  the  car  to  meet  Mr. 
Fox.  The  travellers  were  conducted  by  the  members  of  the  fair  committee  to  the  carriages, 
standing  ready,  on  the  other  side  of  the  building,  and  left  the  depot  amid  loud  ^'ooras'* 
from  the  assembled  people.  The  party  was  most  comfortably  located  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Shooravleff,  on  the  bank  of  Ok  ha  river,  above  the  bridge.  When  our  train  was  passing 
upon  the  bridge  we  enjoyed  a  beautiful  sight.  The  wide  river,  covered  with  thousands  of 
vessels;  the  high  banks,  shining  with  thousands  of  lights,  and  the  lofty  mountain,  with 
Minings  tower  at  the  summit,  lighted  with  bengal  fire— all  this  presented  a  truly  enchanting 
picture. 

On  the  dav  following  our  arrival  Mr.  Fox,  Captains  Murray  and  Beaumont,  Rear-Admi- 
nils  Ldssovsky  and  Gorsovenko,  and  Aide-de-camp  to  the  Emperor  Lieutenant  Fedorovsky 
had  the  honor  to  present  themselves  before  their  Imperial  Highnesses  the  Crown  Prince 
Cesarevitsh  Alexander  Alexandrovitsh  and   Uie  Grand   Duke  Vladimir  Alexandrovitsh. 
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After  the  andience  at  the  grsjad  duke's,  the  members  of  the  mission  made  calls  at  the  goy- 
emor's,  Lieutenaut  General  Odintzoff,  and  the  temporary  (for  the  doraiion  of  the  fair)  gen- 
eral governor's,  Aide-de- camp  General  Ogareff.  Then  followed  a  surveying  excursion  through 
the  luir.  The  parhr  visited  the  fur  store  of  Sorokoomovsky,  the  shoe  store  of  Koroloflf,  tne 
silver- ware  store  of  Komiloff,  the  immense  stores  of  iron  of  Petookhoff,  merchant  of  Yaro- 
slav,  and  many  other  storehouses  of  the  iron  row.  After  a  lunch  in  the  hotel  of  Nikita 
Egoroff,  a  lunch  where  the  sterlet,  that  gastronomical  king  of  fishes,  plajed  the  principal 
part,  we  surveyed  the  tea  stores,  and  the  Chinese  bazaar. 

In  the  evening  our  party  was  invited  to  a  grand  dinner  given  in  the  gpreat  hall  of  the  fair 
house. 

[From  our  correspondent.  ] 

On  Board  the  Despatch,  upon  Volga  Rdter, 

September  9. 

September  4. — Our  steamer  is  ascending  the  Volga  at  great  speed,  and  we  are  already  in 
view  of  Kalazin.  It  is  really  a  pleasant,  a  very  pleasant,  affkir  to  travel  in  the  suite  of  an 
embassy  which  enjoys  such  an  immense  popularity,  and  meets  everywhere^  with  the  most 
friendly  reception  and  receives  that  broad  hospitality  for  which  our  country  is  so  justly  renowned. 
I'he  Russian  sky  itself,  as  if  it  were  desirous  to  contribute  to  the  hospitality  tendered  by 
Russia  to  her  American  guests,  presents  us,  for  nearly  a  month,  with  days  so  nne  that  Italy 
herself  could  not  boast  of  any  finer.  Our  way  is  strewn  with  flowers  and  lighted  with 
smiles.  But  let  us  resume  the  thread  of  our  narrative.  In  our  last  correspondence  we  men> 
tioned  that  a  dinner  was  given  in  honor  of  the  American  mission  at  the  fair  house  The  bill 
of  fare  was  eminently  Russian— pies,  with  fish  and  viasiga,  (dried  spinal  nerves  of  sevruga 
fish;)  sterlctts;  porklings  stuffed  with  buckwheat  gruel,  and  the  celebrated  kasha  of  Goo- 
rieff* — these  were  the  groundwork  of  the  repast.    1  will  not  here  report  the  many  speeches 

Sronounced  on  that  occasion,  as  they  are  already  published  by  the  Moscow  News.  In 
ishny-Novgorod,  this  Russian  centr6  of  European  and  Asiatic  commerce,  where  all  the  na- 
tionalities composing  the  population  of  our  vast  country  appear  mingled  together,  the 
Americans  had  opportunity  to  see  how  general  is  the  attachment  of  the  Kussian  subjects  to 
their  monarch,  and  how  profound  and  sincere  the  gratitude  of  our  people  toward  the  Amer- 
ican, for  the  park  taken  by  it  in  our  public  joy..  Those  feelings  had  their  particular  eloc[uence 
here,  on  the  borders  of  Europe  and  Asia.  They  seemed  to  say  that  all  Russia  lives  with  the 
same  heart,  and  that  this  common  life  imparts  to  her  the  Immense  strength  of  which  our 
friends  have  good  reason  to  stand  in  awe. 

After  dinner,  when  the  tables  were  removed,  choirs  of  gypsies  and  of  Russian  singers  were 
introduced  into  the  hall ;  and  they  gave  an  entertainment  in  a  truly  Russian  style.  The 
singing  and  the  dances  of  the  gypses  seemed  very  much  to  please  our  American  friends,  and 
they  never  tired  ot  listening  lo  these  somewhat  wild,  but  exceedingly  original  melodies, 
which  have  about  them  a  peculiar  charm.  At  midnight  the  party  broKe  up,  and  some  of  the 
guests,  on  their  way  to  the  hotel,  directed  their  carriages  to  drive  through  Koonavino,  that 
popular  nightly  resort  of  the  broadest  revelling,  characteristic  of  the  mixed  temporary  pop- 
ulation which  gathers  from  all  comers  of  Russia  to  Nishny-Novgorod  for  its  celebrated  fairs. 

The  morning  of  Friday,  August  31,  was  spent  partly  in  visits  to  the  historical  monuments 
of  the  city,  ana  partly  in  shopping  for  different  trifles,  to  be  taken  with  us  in  remembrance 
of  our  sojourn  in  Nishny-Noveorod.  This  afforded  us  opportunities  to  make  a  nearer  ac- 
quaintance with  the  peculiarities  of  this  interesting  fair.  We  dined  at  Soboleff*s  hotel,  this 
dinner  being  exactly  of  the  same  description  as  our  family  parties  in  Kokoreff*s  hotel,  at 
Moscow.  I'his  evening  we  had  a  farewell  drive  through  the  streets  of  Nishny,  amid  crowds 
ot  people,  giving  marks  of  most  enthusiastic  feelings  towards  our  transatlantic  friends. 

On  Saturday  morning,  after  a  visit  to  the  engine  manufactory  of  merchant  T.  S.  Koltshin, 
our  party,  together  with  a  number  of  citizens  of  Nishny  who  wished  to  take  leave  of  us 
before  our  final  departure,  were  invited  on  board  the  steamer  Saropooletz,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Koltshin ;  and  while  that  gentleman's  home-constructed  vacht  was  conveying  us  to  the  steam- 
ship The  Despatch,  the  hospitality  of  Nishny-Novgorod  accompanied  us  to  the  last  in  the 
form  of  a  gorgeoi^  li;nch,  served  on  board  the  Saropooletz.  A  band  of  music  and  a  choir* 
of  gypsies  enlivened  this  our  last  repast  amid  our  hospitable  friends  of  Nishny-Novgorod. 
At  lust  the  Saropooletz  reached  the  Despatch,  at  a  distance  of  twenty  verstes  (about  four- 
teen miles)  from  the  city  ;  and  afler  most  friendly  farewells,  the  departing  gentlemen  passed 
on  board  the  steamship  of  the  company,  Samolot,  leavinc;  their  remaining  friends  on  the 
Saropooletz.  The  Despatch  and  the  Saropooletz  displayea  the  American  colors,  and  sepa- 
ratea  amid  loud  cheers  and  waving  of  hats,  to  take  opposite  directions. 

Our  travel  up  the  Volga  went  off  most  pleasantly,  and  we  arrived  on  the  following  day, 
in  the  morning,  at  Kostroma,  one  of  the  principal  aims  of  the  American  mission*  strip. 

*  A  kind  of  grnel,  prepared  of  fine  wheat-grits  with  sugar  and  pre«erreB,  Invented  by  a  late  Russian  minii  • 
ter  of  finance. — TranMlator'' $  note. 
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[From  our  correspondent.] 

sojourn  of  the  american  mission  at  kostroma. 

September  14. 
from  the  very  day  of  our  departure  from  Petersburg,  durin(|^  all  the  time  of  our  excursion, 
the  desire  to  arrive  at  Kostroma,  the  birthplace  of  Soosanin  and  Koroissaroff-Kostromskay, 
and  the  cradle  of  our  prosperously  reigpiinj^  House  of  Romanoff,  had  constantly  occupied 
the  minds  of  the  Americans.'  The  object  of  their  most  eajrer  curiosity  was  at  last  reacoed, 
at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  second  day  of  September.  The  weather  was  beautiful.  The 
Despatch,  at  full  speed,  cutting  the  clear  stream  of  our  queen  of  rivers,  our  mother  Volga,* 
was  rapidlv  advancing  towards  the  long  wished  for  city.  We  could  see,  when  yet  at  a 
considerable  distance,  from  behind  a  steep  hill  standing  at  a  bend  of  the  left  bank,  called 
the  meadow  bank,  the  cupolas  of  the  Oospentkv  cathedral  and  other  churches  of  Kostroma. 
The  appearance  of  the  city  from  the  river  side  is  highly  picturesque,  and  elicited  from  our 
American  friends  expressions  of  the  highest  delight.  As  a  general  rule,  our  cities  along  the 
Volga  river  appear  much  to  their  advantage  when  seen  at  a  distance  from  the  water.  They 
seem  to  be  much  larger  khan  they  really  are.  The  Russian  i^  fond  of  space,  and  has  every 
means  of  gratifying  this  taste.  Our  cities  are,  therefore,  scattered  over  an  immense  area, 
which  fact,  joined  to  the  profusion  of  churches,  gives  them  a  grand  and  imposing  appear- 
ance from  a  distance.  At  1 1  a.  m.  our  steamer  landed.  The  pier  was  decorated  with  flags 
and  covered  with  carpets.  Upon  the  estrade  stood  the  governor  himself.  Lieutenant  Oeneral 
N.  A.  Goodzevitsh,  in  fall  uniform.  There  was  no  crowd,  as  usual,  at  our  arrival.  We 
were  not  expected  until  towards  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  but  the  extraordinary  rapidity 
with  which  we  ascended  the  Volga  disappointed  the  calculations  of  the  hospitable  innabit- 
ants  of  Kostroma,  and  the  reception  ot  the  envoy  did  not  go  off  quite  as  successfully  as 
they  expected.  I  was  told  that  towards  2  p.  m.  there  was  to  have  been  a  procession  of 
young  ladies,  to  meet,  with  flowers,  the  long-expected  guests  who  had  undertaken  so  long 
a  journey  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  city  of  Kostroma,  that  cradle  of  the  Russian  monarchical 
system.  Notwithstanding  our  untimely  arrival,  the  news  flew  as  lightning  through  the 
city,  and  the  quay  began  to  fill  with  numbers  of  the  curious.  Everybody  hurried  to  the 
landing  place  with  a  countenance  lighted  up  by  joy.  The  general  appearance  of  the  popular 
masses  was  very  like  that  which  our  people  assume  upon  occasions  and  feasts  most  near  to 
their  hearts  If  the  way  of  Mr.  Fox  was  not  strewn  with  flowers,  as  was  originally  in- 
tended, by  the  inhabitants  of  Kostroma,  the  honorable-  envoy  was  no  doubt  sufliciently 
indemnified  for  all  the  trouble  he  had  taken  to  travel  so  far  by  the  expression  of  ingenuous 
happiness  shining  in  the  countenance  of  the  people  who  came  to  meet  him.  The  governor 
came  on  board  the  Despatch  to  welcome  the  distinguished  visitors ;  after  which,  Mj*.  Fox, 
Rear-Admiral  L^ssovsky,  and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  travelling  party  went  on  shore,  and, 
seating  themselves  in  the  elegant  carriages  supplied  by  the  city,  proceeded  immediately  to 
make  calls  at  the  governor's,  the  marshal's  of  the  nobility  of  the  province,  N.  P.  Kortzeff, 
and  the  mayor's,  A.  A.  Akatoff.  After  this  excursion  in  the  city,  the  part^  returned  on 
board  the  Despatch,  where  a  lunch  stood  read^,  and  the  above-named  dignitaries  of  Kos- 
troma, who  came  to  repay  the  visits  they  had  just  received,  were  invited  to  partake  of  our 
travellers'  fare.  The  lunch  was  served  under  a  tent  on  the  deck  of  the  Despatch.  Innu- 
merable crowds  of  people  covered  the  landing  place,  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  flags. 
Further  up,  the  panorama  of  the  city,  with  her  beautiful  quays  and  lofty  cupolas  of  churches : 
the  river,  cut  in  all  directions  by  a  multitude  of  rowing  boats,  carrying  groups  of  men  and 
ladies ;  and  above  the  whole  picture,  the  lofty  hills  of  the  bank  opposite  to  the  city,  and  the 
infinite  perspective  of  fields,  villages,  and  woods.  This  truly  Russian  landscape  was,  in- 
deed, appreciated  by  our  transatlantic  friends.  During  the  lunch,  loud  **ooras"  and  ex- 
pressions of  satisfaction  and  joy  resounded  in  every  direction  upon  the  river  and  on  shore, 
dome  barges  lying  near  to  our  steamer  were  crowded  with  people.  A  man  standing  upon 
one  of  these  barges  attracted  Mr.  Fox's  attention  by  his  loud  shoutings  and  the  peculiar  dis- 
tinctne:»s  with  which  he  pronounced  the  envoy's  title  and  name.  The  man,  who  proved  to 
be  a  painter  of  images,  Ivan  (John)  Ratshkoff,  was  summoned  before  Mr.  Fox.  who  was 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  him  the  favor  of  giving  to  him  his  photographic  card,  upon  which 
Mr.  Fox  traced  his. own  name  and  the  date  of  that  day.  Ratshkoff  was  moved  to  tears  by 
this  gracious  proceeding.  He  went  on  shore,  and  reappeared  after  a  while,  carrying  in  his 
hands  an  image  of  lucholas,  the  doer  of  miracles.  This  picture,  executed  by  himself, 
Ratshkoff  presented  to  the  honorable  envov,  who  requested  him  to  make  also  an  inscription, 
which  was  executed  by  Ratshkoff  in  the  Russian  tongue,  and  immediately  translated  into 
English  b^  one  of  our  party.  After  lunch  our  part^,  in  company  with  the  marshal  of  the 
nobility  of  the  province,  drove  out  to  visit  the  beautitul  square  of  Soossanin,  with  the  monu- 
ment of  that  heroic  Russian  peasant  who  deliberately  offered  up  his  own  life  to  save  that  of 
his  Czar;  thence  to  the  monastery  of  Spatius,  where  we  surveyed  the  church,  the  vestianr, 
and  the  rooms  in  which  the  first  Ozar  ot  the  House  of  Romanoff  had  lived  for  some  years.  In 
these  rooms  the  Americans  were  requested  to  inscribe  their  names  upon  a  special  page  of  the 


*  Popular  designation  of  Volga  Tiyer,^Tran»lator'$  noU, 
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▼isitors*  book,  kept  at  the  library  of  this  celebrated  and  much  visited  Rassian  monastery. 
Then  we  surveyed  the  historical  Oospensky  cathedral  church,  bnilt  in  1239  to  consecrate 
the  event  of  the  miraculous  appearance  of  the  Holy  Virgrin's  inuiee,  called  the  Fedorovskaya. 
At  6  p,  m.  the  party  went  to  the  House  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Nobility,  where  a  dinner 
was  ^ven  in  honor  of  the  American  mission  by  the  city  of  Kostroma.  This  festival  de- 
serves a  particular  description. 

The  magnificent  and  newly  furnished  House  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Nobility  was  decorated 
with  fla^s  and  shields,  upon  which  were  painted  various  emblems,  expressive  of  the  friend- 
ship which  unites  the  great  nations.  The  staircase  and  the  halls  were  ornamented  with  a 
profusion  of  flowers  and  costly  tropical  trees.  A  military  band  of  musicians  welcomed  the 
guests  at  the  entrance  door.  An  immense  crowd  of  about  20,000  people  surrounded  the 
house.  The  gentlemen  managers  met  the  guests  at  the  perron,  and  conducted  them  to  the 
state-rooiTis,  where  a  numerous  company  was  already  present.  All  classes  of  society  were 
represented  at  this  dinner,  including  the  peasants.  At  6^  p.  m.  the  company  sat  down  to 
table.  The  general  aspect  of  the  banquet  was  beautiful.  The  lofty  hall,  with  its  white 
marble  walls,  had  a  truly  festive  appearance  The  galleries  of  the  second  story,  running 
round  the  walls,  were  filled  with  ladies.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hall,  in  a  rotunda,  an  admirably 
executed  portrait  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  was  placed  amid  flowers.  The  wall  opposite 
to  the  rotunda  supported  three  shields,  with  the  initials  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  and  John- 
son. Two  tables,  laid  out  in  most  gorgeous  style,  stood  paraliel  to  each  other.  In  the 
choir,  above  the  rotunda,  a  band  of  musicians  was  playing.  It  wa^  really  a  matter  of  won- 
der, to  those  well  acquainted  with  the  scarcity  of  our  provincial  resources  as  to  objects  of 
luxury,  bow  such  a  dinner  could  be  furnished  on  so  phort  a  notice,  and  at  a  distance  of  350 
verstes  from  Moscow  and  8.50  from  Petersburg.  When  the  champagne  was  presented,  N. 
P.  Kartzeff,  the  marshal  of  the  nobility,  rose  to  his  feet  and  said : 

*•  Gentlemen  :  The  presence  among  us  of  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  of  the 
powerful  North  American  nation,  is  not  only  a  brilliant  mark  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
American  people,  participating  in  our  joy  at  the  providential  preservation  of  a  life  so  precious 
to  us,  but  also  a  pledge  for  the  continuation  of  the  friendly  alliance  between  Amenca  and 
Russia ;  an  alliance  arising  from  similarities  in  some  high  traits  of  national  character. 
Gentlemen,  Russia  and  America,  by  diflerent  ways,  but  at  the  same  time,  arrived  at  equal 
results ;  both  countries  insured  to  all  their  citizens,  without  exception,  the  right  of  ft^e 
labor  protected  by  law.  In  our  country,  the  beneficent  reform  which  gave  liberty  to  twenty 
millions  of  men,  was  carried  into  execution  by  the  nobility,  which  is  constantly  standing  in 
support  of  all  the  great  reforms  accomplished  by  our  beloved  sovereign  in  so  short  a  time, 
without  the  slightest  social  disturbance,  and  amid  universal  sympathy  and  love.  We  all 
feel  sincerely  grateful  to  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Fox,  representative  of  the  great  North 
American  nation,  for  his  own  and  his  travelling  companions*  visit  to  our  province,  the  birth- 
place of  the  reigning  dynasty  and  of  two  preservers  of  Czars.  I  have  the  honor  to  express 
our  compliments  of  welcome  to  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Fox,  and  I  propose  a  toast  to  the 
health  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  great  North  American 
nation.'* 

In  answer  to  this  speech,  which  was  received  with  applause  and  prolonged  **ooras,"  Mr. 
Fox  said : 

**Here  the  first  of  the  Romanoff's  received  the  announcement  of  his  election  to  the  throne 
of  Russia.  Here,  at  the  same  time,  was  bestowed  the  blessing  of  a  tearful,  pious  mother. 
Let  us  drink  to  the  long  life  of  that  Romanoff,  in  whose  heart,  by  the  goodness  of  (rod,  a 
mother's  blessing  is  producing  those  rich  fruits — the  elevation  of  his  people.  To  the  Empe- 
ror of  all  the  Russias." 

Enthusiastic  applause  and  "ooras"  greeted  Mr.  Fox's  toast,  and  it  was  followed  by  the 
hymn  of  "God  save  the  Czar,"  listened  to'in  religious  silence. 

Then  Mr.  Prit<jhard,  of  the  American  navy,  proposed  a  toast  to  her  Majesty  the  Empress ; 
and  Lieutenant  Gk^neral  Goodzevitsh  one  to  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Crown  Prince  Cffisar- 
evitsh  and  the  whole  imperial  family.  Both  toasts  were  received  with  unanimous  '^ooras/* 
and  accompanied  by  the  Russian  national  hymn. 

Mr.  Prokhoroff,  president  of  the  district  ooprava  (board  of  administration)  of  Kostroma, 
having  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  speak,  said:  * 

**Hail  to  you,  dear  guests,  good  friends,  bold  fellows,  wondrously  clever,  gallant  knights 
of  the  free  American  land !  Such  is  the  popular  acclamation  by  which  our  straightforward 
Russian  people  greets  and  welcomes  you.  It  is  not  for  nothing  that  our  people  does  so ;  not 
for  nothing,  indeed.  You  came  across  the  sea — the  ocean — to  renew  throughout  Russia  the 
joy,  the  jubilation,  occasioned  by  the  preservation  of  the  precious  life  of  oiur  beloved  mon- 
arch, of  our  glory,  our  hope  for  the  most  happy  future  to  our  land.  We  know  how  to 
appreciate  your  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  everything  which  lies  nearest  to  our  hearts. 
We  are  glad  to  know  that  you  saw  our  native  soil,  our  father  the  Czar ;  the  monuments 
of  our  glory;  of  our  devotion  to  the  Czars.  We  are  glad  to  have  seen  that  you  visited 
the  modest  hermitage  of  St.  Ipatius,  whence  the  ancestor  of  our  present  Emperor  Alexander 
II  was  called  out  by  the  people  to  embrace  the  Russian  crown ;  glad  that  you  looked  upon 

*  Mr.  Pmkhorofr,  in  this  speech,  imitated,  very  saooeBsfally,  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  ancient  Rusilan 
popular  poetry.— TnnuUaor'i  nou,  C^  r^r^n}f> 
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the  moDDment  of  lyan  Soossanin,  who  offered  up  his  life  for  our  Czar's  ancestor.  Now  I 
appeal  to  your  owd  sense  of  jnsticef  would  it  be  natural  in  us  not  to  feel  friendly  towards 
you,  when  our  joys  are  the  same?  You  have  broken  the  chains  of  slavery  at  the  sacrifice 
of  your  blood  and  fortunes.  In  our  country  there  was  no  slavery  proper,  but  there  was  a 
state  of  dependence  which  equally  burdened  the  land-holders  and  tne  land-owners.  This 
state  of  things  was  removed  by  the  supreme  will  of  our  monarch ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  name  of  truth,  were  removed  the  chains  which  lay  upon  Russian  thought  and  speech. 
You  rejoice  at  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  we  rejoice  at  the  disappearance  of  servitude  to 
estates,  and  greet,  in  the  name  of  trutn,  the  liberty  of  thought  and  speech.  Our  joy  is 
common.  But  where  joy  is  common  there  sorrow  must  be  also  common;  and  from  this  last 
may  the  Lord  preserve  us  in  future.  Let  us  wish  that  there  be  no  sorrow,  either  in  America 
or  in  Russia ;  but  if  the  Divine  Providence  visits  one  of  them  with  ,sorrow — well,  we  will 
equally  share  it !  . 

**  Envoys  of  a  free  people,  we  beg  you  to  transmit  our  hearty  greetings  to  your  Congress, 
which  has  sent  you  upon  so  noble  and  disinterested  an  errand ;  and  to  your  powerful  coun- 
try our  sincere  wishes  of  peace,  of  success  in  knowledge  and  labor,  supported  upon  true 
strength — the  respect  of  law.  Brothers,  let  us  fasten  our  gfood  wishes  by  a  Joint  toast:  To 
the  welfare  of  America  with  her  free  institutions,  and  to  the  welfare  of  Kussia  with  her 
beloved  monarch!** 

This  beautiful  and  so  originally  expressed  toast  went  to  the  hearts  of  all  present.  When 
the  thunder  of  applause  which  followed  it  had  subsided,  Mr.  Kartzeff  proposed  that  a  tele- 
gram should  be  sent  to  Washington  containing  this :  *'  Kostroma,  the  crackle  of  the  house  of 
Romanoff,  at  a  reception  of  welcome  to  Mr.  Fox,  expresses  her  wishes  ot  happiness  to  the 
American  people!** 

This  motion,  together  with  the  toast  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy 
Department,  proposed  by  the  president  of  the  provincial  ooprava,  were  unanimously  received 
with  loud,  prolonged  **oora8.** 

Mr.  Fox  answered  as  follows :  * 'Kostroma  surrounds  us  with  welcome.  Outside  of  these 
walls  we  hear  the  plaintive  songs  of  Russia;  within,  the  national  airs  mingle  their  martial 
strains;  before  us,  our  flags  intertwine  in  fraternal  embrace;  in  the  galleries  above  us,  alas! 
too  far  removed,  the  angels  of  Russia  bless  our  meeting  with  their  presence.  Pilgrims  from 
the  New  World,  we  came  hither  desirous  to  connect  the  name  of  our  country  with  your  glo- 
rious history;  to  plant  upon  this  sacred  soil  the  seeds  of  that  sympathy  which  I  am  commis- 
sioned to  express  by  the  people  of  America,  and  we  pray  that  the  seed  thus  sown  may  bear 
a  perennial  harvest  of  brotherly  love  forever.  I  drink  to  the  ^vemor,  the  marshal  of  the 
nobility,  the  mayor  and  people  of  Kostroma.'*    [A  thunder  of  applause  and  *'ooras.**] 

Then  Mr.  Curtin,  secretary  to  the  American  legation,  deliverea,  tn  the  Russian  tongue^  the 
following  speech: 

**  Ladirs  and  gentlemen  :  *  There  are  gprounds  so  hallowed  by  glorious  and  sacred  tradi- 
tions that  our  hearts,  at  the  sight  of  them,  are  irreprossibly  moved.  Upon  such  a  place  we 
are  now  standing. 

In  a  time  of  trouble  and  trials,  when  Russia  stood  an  orphan  without  Czar,  and  her  foes 
were  preparing  to  destrby  and  ruin  her,  Kostroma  had  a  youthful  boyarin  (nobleman)  who 
possessea  merits  enough  to  be  elected  Czar  by  the  unanimous  will  of  the  Russian  people. 
When  the  newly  elected  Czar's  life  stood  in  danger,  Kostroma  had  a  peasant  who  gladly 
oflfered  up  his  life  for  the  Russian  Czar  and  the  Russian  land.  When,  at  last,  two  centuries 
later,  a  criminal  band  was  raised  upon  the  descendant  of  Michael  Theodorovitsh,  the  Divine 
Providence,  protecting  Russia,  did  not  allow  the  crime  to  be  consummated ;  and,  by  the 
hand  of  a  peasant  of  Kostroma,  again  preserved  Russia  from  calamity.  This  is  the  mean- 
ing of  Kostroma.  She  once  gave  and  twice  preserved  to  Russia  a  Czar.  This  is  why  she 
is  honored  by  Russia.  This  is  why  we  Americans  come  from  our  remote  country  to  greet 
Kostroma,  and  to  congratulate  you,  her  inhabitants,  upon  the  preservation  of  the  Czar,  your 
fellow-countryman,  and  upon  the  brilliant  heroism  of  your  fellow-countrymen,  the  peasants 
Soossanin  and  Kommissaroff-Kostromskoy.  This  is  why  I  beg  leave  to  proclaim  a  toast  to 
thee,  Kostroma  the  beautiful.** 

After  this  eloquent  toast  to  Kostroma  the  beautiful,  one  of  her  citizens  offered  a  toast  to 
Rear-Admiral  S.  S.  L^ssovsky,  the  worthy  representative  of  Russians  in  America,  who,  in 
1863,  fastened  the  first  links  of  friendship  between  Russia  and  the  great  American  people.^ 

S.  S.  L^s^ovsky  answered  this  toast  by  proposing  one  to  those  who  so  well  assisted  lum  in 
his  mission,  the  officers  of  his  squadron — some  of  them  being  present — and,  generally,  to 
all  Russian  seamen. 

Many  other  speeches  followed,  of  which  the  most  marked  was  that  of  peasant  A.  Finikoff, 
a  relative  of  Kommissaroff-Kostromskoy  and  member  of  the  rural  ooprava  of  the  province. 
Mr.  Finikoff  said: 

**  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Fox :  Allow  me.  a  representative  of  the  peasants  freed  by  our  good 
Czar  from  servitude  to  estates,  to  say  to  you  welcome !  Here  you  see  the  likeness  (pointing 
to  the  portrait  of  Kommissaroff-Kostromskoy)  of  one  of  us,  who  saved  our  sovereign's  life; 
and  to  this  occasion  we  are  indebted  for  your  dear  presence  among  us.  Please  receive,  in 
my  persDU,  the  expression  of  sincere  gratitude.on  the  part  of  all  peasants  for  your  friendship 

*Her«  Mr.  Cartin  tamed  himself  to  the  gallorios,  which  were  filled  with  l&dies.-^Oorremondent'i  nou. 
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and  your  love  towards  onr  country  and  oor  Czar,  the  liberator;  and  allow  me  to  propoee  a 
toast  to  the  mutnal  friendship  of  Americans  and  Russians." 

At  nine  o^cIock,  after  a  last  toast  to  the  Russian  and  American  ladies,  the  quests  rose  from 
the  table.  The  daj  concluded  in  a  fttmilj  ball,  which  took  place  in  a  richly  decorated  and 
Illuminated  paVilhon  of  the  public  gardens.  There  our  transatlantic  friends  became 
acquainted  with  Kostroma  ladies,  and  took  a  lively  share  in  the  dances.  After  the  ball  the 
American  quests  returned  on  board  the  Despatch,  having  to  sail  from  Kostroma  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  following  day. 

Speech  delivered  hjf  the  Vice  Ch^meeUor^  Prince  A,  M,  GorUhakoff^  at  the  dinner  given  in 
honor  of  the  American  mi$siont  in  the  English  Ateembly  of  St,  Petersburg,  on  the  6th  qf 
September,  1866. 

Gentlemen  :  Oar  transatlantic  friends  are  already  acquainted  with  those  feelings  which 
their  presence  among  us  and  the  cause  of  their  mission  to  Russia  awaken  in  our  country. 
These  feelings  were  already  expressed  to  them  from  all  degrees  of  our  society,  beginning 
with  those  spheres  where  a  cultivated  mind  makes  use  of  every  possible  ornament  to  express 
its  thought,  and  finishing  with  those  where,  under  an  immediate  impulse  of  the  heart,  a 
simple  and  unadorned  language  is  spoken.  These  feelings  were  spoken  out  and  expressed 
as  if  by  one  common  voice  of  the  masses,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  add  anything 
to  what  has  been  already  said  and  done.  The  unwonted  fact,  the  unique  example  in  history, 
of  the  CoDgress  giving  expression  of  feelings  of  profound  esteem  and  sympathy  towards  our 
sovereign ;  the  selection  of  the  officer  commissioned  to  convey  hither  the  message  of  Congress ; 


by  crossing  the  oceai),  resolvea  a  problem  which  until  now  was  a  question  unanswered  by 
the  cotemporary  art  of  navigation ;  at  last,  the  presence  among  us  of  the  representative  of 
the  nation  which,  for  manv  years  and  under  all  circumstances,  showed  to  us  a  constant 
readiness  to  continue  the  friendly  intercourse  between  the  two  peoples — gentlemen,  all  this 
together  composes  something  complete,  undisturbed  by  any  dissonance. 

I  rejoice  at  all  these  gentlemen's  presence  among  us,  l>ecause  I  am  assured  that  Russia 
can  but  profit  by  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  her.  [Applause  and  cries  of  **  bravo."]  Dis- 
tance smooths  the  lines  of  a  far  horizon,  but  prevents  us  from  studying  the  details  of  a 
landscape.  I  rejoice  that  foreigners— practical  people — free  from  preconceived  opinions,  have 
an  occasion  to  see  us  near,  to  study  us  such  as  we  really  are ;  that  they  have  an  occasion  to 
i^preciate  according  to  his  merits,  as  well  our  sovereign,  the  best  glory  o£  our  country,  as 
our  people,  its  power. 

It  is  generally  said  that  good  reigns  leave  many  blank  pages  in  history.  This  saying  is 
not  altogether  true ;  and  it  there  is  a  reign  the  history  of  which  is  adorned  upon  each  ot  its 
pages  with  daily  records  of  most  important,  most  gprand  reforms  in  the  country^s  interior 
organisation,  a  reign  engrossed  by  wise  cares  for  the  present  time  and  mindful  of  lofly  plans 
for  the  future,  such  a  reign  is  the  one  in  which  actually  centre  the  unlimited  devotion  and  love 
of  our  whole  country ;  because  everv  one  of  us  is  fully  convinced  that  every  minute  of  our 
high  leader's  life  is,  with  infinite  self-forgetfuluess,  wholly  consecrated  to  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  our  country.    [Cries  of  **  bravo!"  and  prolonged  applause.] 

Of  all  great  acts  accomplished  I  will  point  only  to  the  most  important — the  emancipation 
from  dependence  upon  land  estates.  At  this  occasion  I  beg  leave  of  our  friends,  the 
Americans,  to  express  myself  with  full  and  complete  sincerity.  An  error  slipped  into  the 
address  of  Congress — where  enemies  of  emancipation  are  mentioned  ;  an  error,  however, 
which  explains  itself  bv  distance  and  time.  The  madman  alluded  to  does  not  belong  to  anv 
nationality.  [Voices  from  the  audience :  *  *  Bravo !  it  is  true ! "  ]  He  was  not  connected  with 
the  country  by  any  personal  interest,  and  represents  but  a  blind  hazard  of  birth.  Gentle- 
men, in  Rttesia  there  is  not  a  single  enemy  to  emancipation,  and  those  who  are  indebted  to 
it  for  their  freedom  did  not  meet  it  with  more  joy  than  those  to  whom  this  measure  was  a 
duty  connected  with  considerable  sacrifices.  The  Emperor,  our  sovereign,  was  the  first 
who  conceived  this  truth,  and  he  testified  to  it  before  his  nobles,  the  owners  of  the  land. 
And  I  am  sure,  gentlemen,  that  in  this  hall,  where  so  much  intellectual  strength  and  so 
many  interests  are  present,  not  a  single  voice  will  be  raised  to  contradict  this,  my  statement. 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  expressions  of  sympathy  between  the  two  countries.  This  sym- 
pathy is  too  clearly  obvious  to  every  mind.  It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  facts  of  our 
time  which  gives  birth  between  two  nations— I  will  venture  to  say  between  two  continents 
—to  germs  of  mutual  good  will  and  friendship,  which  shall  bear  fruits,  create  traditions  and 
tend  to  strengthen  relations  founded  upon  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  progress.  This  ten- 
dency does  not  originate  in  geographical  proximity.  Between  us  lie  the  unfathomable 
abysses  of  oceans.  Neither  is  it  iounded  upon  the  strength  of  acts  written  on  parchment ; 
nor  do  I  find  the  slightest  trace  of  such  acts  in  the  archives  of  the  ministry  intrusted  to  me. 
It  is  purelv  instinctive,  and  I  will,  therefore,  venture  to  call  this  tendency  a  doing  of  Provi- 
dence.    [Prolonged  applause  and  cries  of  '*  bravo!"] 

I  rejoice  at  the  mutual  friendship  of  two  gpreat  nations.    I  believe  in  its  duration,  [Bravo 
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brayo !  ]  and  I  will,  in  mj  political  station,  derote  my  cares  to  whateyer  may  impart  more 
strength  to  it.  I  say  cares,  not  efforts,  becaose  no  efforts  are  needed  where  all  reposes  upon 
nataral  and  mutual  attach4uent    [It  is  true !  it  is  true !] 

Another  reason  which  urges  me  to  speak  out  in  eyerj  man's  hearing  my  yiew  of  the  exist- 
ing connexion,  is  the  fact  of  its  being  perfectly  free  from  the  slightest  danger  or  threat  to 
anybody  whomsoeyer.  It  exists  by  itself  alooe,  without  any  interested  yiews  or  any  reser- 
yation.  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to  place  both,  countries  in  such  conditions  that 
each  may  be  satisfied  with  concentrating  its  efforts  in  the  deyelopment  of  its  grand  interior 
public  lue. 

Upon  theur  territory  the  United  States  of  America  are  iuyulnerable,  and  this  inyulnerability 
lies  not  only  with  their  natural  frontiers  being  marked  by  ib»  oceans  and  inaccessible  to  any 
European  conflict,  but  also  with  the  preyaning  spirit  of  their  people  and  the  indiyidual 
character  of  their  citizens.  America  can  be  threatened  only  by  eyils  of  her  own  creation. 
We  covered  with  crape  the  sorrowful  pages  of  her  latest  history.    We  looked  with  sorrow 

Xn  the  contest  between  the  brothers  of  the  north  and  the  brothers  of  the  south,  but  we 
ays  belieyed  in  the  final  triumph  of  the  cause  of  tbe  Union,  Mid  now  we  hope  to  see  the 
success  of  the  noble  efforts  of  the  actual  President,  whose  system,  imbued  with  firmness  and 
moderation,  has  constantly  met  with  our  approval  and  sympathy. 

And  in  this  respect,  gentlemen,  I  will  allow  myself  to  point  out  a  certain  analogy  between 
the  two  nations.  Hussia,  by  her  geographical  position,  may  be  involyed  in  European  col- 
lisions ;  the  chances  of  war  may  prove  unfavorable  to  us.  But,  nevertheless,  I  think  that 
Russia  is  equally  invulnerable,  and  that  this  invulnerability  will  clearly  appear  whenever  the 
feeling^  of  national  diniity  and  national  pride  shall  be  senously  touched ;  because,  in  such 
cases,  as  in  all  our  historical  trials,  the  real  strength  of  Russia  will  come  to  God*s  light. 
This  strength  does  not  exclusively  lie  in  the  immense  extent  of  our  territory  and  the  enor- 
mous number  of  our  population ;  it  has  also  a  purer  and  higher  source,  the  close  and  inde- 
structible union  between  the  sovereign  and  the  country,  which,  in  cases  above  mentioned, 
hastens  to  lay  into  his  hands  all  its  forces,  intellectual  and  material,  as  it  directs  at  present 
toward  him  all  its  feeling^  of  unbounded  love  and  devotion.  [For  some  moments  the  orator 
is  interrupted  by  prolonged  applause.  On  all  sides  are  heard  exclamations  of  bravo !  bravo ! 
it  is  true!] 

I  thank  yon,  gentlemen,  for  your  indulgence  to  the  words  uttered  by  me.  I  have  only  to 
regret  not  to  be  able  to  express  more  eloquently  the  feelings  by  which  we  are  all  animated 
at  the  present  moment.    [Prolonged  applause  and  cries  of  bravo!  bravo!] 

I  cannot  conclude  without  filling  a  blank  which  would  be  remarked  by  our  American  friends. 
It  would  be  really  a  blank  if  I  did  not  consecrate  a  few  words  to  the  memory  of  President 
Lincoln,  the  great  citizen,  who  ofi'ered  up  his  life  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty. 

After  this,  I  beg  leave  to  come  back  to  a  toast  already  proposed  and  accepted,  and  to  pro- 
pose once  more  a  toast  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  States:  to  the  success  of  the  great  work 
of  pacification,  undertaken  by  the  actual  President;  to  Mr.  Fox,  who  received  a  mission 
which  could  not  be  put  into  more  worthy  hands;  to  Captains  Murray  and  Beaumont,  to  whose 
daring  spirit  of  enterprise  we  are  indebted  for  the  safe  passage  of  the  mission  sent  to  our 
country ;  and  also,  collectively,  to  all  those  who  contributed  to  the  success  of  this  passage. 
At  last,  I  would  be  ungrateful  if  I  did  not  mention  in  this  toast  the  representative  of  the 
Vnited  States  who  remains  with  us,  who  was  constantly  giving  us  proofs  of  his  good  dispo 
sitions  towards  Russia. 

When  our  friends  shall  return  home,  I  wish  that  they  might  carry  with  them  and  preserve 
fbelin^s  like  those  which  they  have  bequeathed  to  us.  Let  them  tell  to  their  fellow-country- 
men that  there  is  a  g^reat  people  who  will  never  forget  the  expressions  of  sympathy  towards 
their  sovereign ;  a  people  who  will  never  forget  that  there  was  in  the  history  of  the  two  gpreat 
nations  a  moment  when  Kussiaus  and  Autericans  lived  with  the  same  life,  when  our  distant 
friends  shared  equally  our  apprehe[L<iiou  and  our  ]oy. 


THE  NETHEELANDS. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  182.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  December  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  without  any  of  jour  favors  since  my  last. 

The  hope  that  was  entertained  some,  weeks  back  that  the  change  of  season 
wonld  operate  to  check  the  alarming  disease  among  the  cattle  has  not  been  real- 
ized.    The  murrain  spread  more  in  England,  however,  than  in  this  country. 
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There  it  appears  to  be  taking  on  the  dimensions  of  a  national  calamity.  Herer^it 
is  more  under  control,  and  has  only  invaded  that  part  of  the  country  lying  about 
the  Rhine. 

The  progress  of  the  infection  is  marked  from  time  to  time  by  circles  established 
by  the  authorites,  within  which  no  intercourse  is  allowed  with  outlying  districts. 

1.  Isolation  and  destruction  are  the  only  means  which  experience  has  shown 
to  be  efficient  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

2.  Curative  remedies  have  almost  ceased  to  be  regarded  of  practical  value,  the 
proportion  of  recoveries  are  so  small. 

3.  The  disorder  is  believed  to  be  not  self-originating,  but  solely  the  result  of 
contagion.  These  are  the  main  points  established  by  the  progress  of  the  disease 
in  Holland.  The  danger  to  our  country  from  this  fact  is,  perhaps,  slight,  though 
its  terrible  character  would  seem  to  require  precautionary  measures  against  its 
possible  introduction  by  importation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  183.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  December  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the 
22d  and  27th  of  November,  Nos.  259  and  260. 

The  close  of  the  year  finds  political  affairs  in  Europe  in  a  state  of  repose. 

The  special  afflictions  which  are  the  common  lot  of  states  as  of  individuab 
seem  not  to  be  above,  but  rather  below,  the  average  of  the  times  of  peace.  In 
manv  countries  it  is  the  financial  question  that  disturbs  more  than  any  other. 

The  same  embarrassment  burdens  the  back  of  the  Pope. 

But  the  present  and  probable  future  continuance  of  the  extraordinary  gold 
product  of  our  times,  it  is  believed,  will  settle  all  questions  of  this  character 
favorably  here  in  Europe,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  with  the  exercise  of  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  wisdom. 

But  the  financial  condition  of  this  country,  of  Ghreat  Britain,  of  Prussia,  of 
Belgium,  and  of  the  small  German  states,  is  so  flpurishing  as  to  need  no  un- 
usual restoratives.  In  nearly  all  these,  a  full  equilibrium  between  revenue  and 
expenditure  is  established  on  the  basis  of  a  moderate  taxation. 

Even  England  and  Holland  can  scarcely  be  considered  exceptions. 

No  great  political  dangers  seem  to  menace  any  state,  unless  it  be  Spain, 
whose  conduct  in  transatlantic  waters  invites  retribution. 

Poland  is  subdued,  the  duchies  are  swallowed,  the  Fenians  are  in  jail,  Maxi- 
milian is  expected  home,  the  house  of  Augustenburg  is  relaying  its  foundation 
in  England.  ****** 

Austria  set  a  useful  example  to  other  disturbed  nationalities  by  an  attempt 
to  consolidate  her  empire  by  ideas,  instead  of  the  old  method  of  force. 

The  cotton  culture,  the  growth  of  our  war,  has  enriched  Egypt,  and  advanced 
Turkey,  and  even  given  an  impulse  to  Islamism,  which,  under  it,  may  again 
spread  itself  into  surrounding  portions  of  Europe,  afflicted  by  systems  yet  more 
effete  than  its  own.  r^r^r^r^]r> 
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Political  discontent  seems  nowhere  rife,  for  revolationists  can  get  to  America 
in  fifteen  dajs  for  as  many  specie  dollars,  and  the  republic  was  never  in  higher 
favor  than  now. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

:  JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Rhodes  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract] 

No.  3.]  Unitbd  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  October  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands w^ith  the  Duchy  of  Luxembourg  seem  to  be  increasing.  His  Majesty 
of  the  Netherlands,  King  William  III  in  his  quality  of  Duke  of  Luxembourg, 
had  a  vote  in  the  German  Bund,  and  when  this  body  met  at  Frankfort  in  June 
last  to  pronounce  for  or  against  Prussia,  he  decided  on  remaining  neutral.  Vic- 
tory having  fallen  on  the  side  of  Prussia,  this  power,  the  German  confederacy 
having  ceased  to  exist,  declared  itself  the  legitimate  successor  to  the  obligations 
under  which  the  states  rested  towards  the  defunct  organization ;  in  short,  that 
Luxembourg  having  belonged  to  the  German  confederacy  must  submit  to  the 
same  rule  imposed  upon  the  other  members  of  it,  and  become  a  part  of 
Prussia. 

His  Majesty  of  the  Netherlands,  so  far,  reftises  to  accept  this  construction  of 
the  case,  and  the  Prussian  government  remains  firm  in  its  demand.  In  the 
mean  time  the  strong  places  of  Luxembourg  are  garrisoned  by  both  Prussian  and 
Dutch  troops  while  the  negotiations  are  pending  between  the  two  powers.  Ru- 
mors are  current  that  Prussia  is  inexorable  in  her  determination  to  annex  Lux- 
embourg, and  that  his  Majesty  of  the  Netherlands  is  equally  decided  upon  not 
surrendering. 

Strange  to  say,  critical  as  this  question  of  Luxembourg  seems  to  be,  it  does 
not  occupy  the  minds  of  the  Dutch  as  much  as  that  of  the  abolition  of  a  partial 
form  of  slavery  now  existing  in  Java,  the  richest  of  the  Dutch  colonies.  This 
question  is  the  principal  issue  between  the  two  political  parties,  and  has  been 
under  discussion  in  the  chambers  for  several  years  past.  As  is  well  known,  one 
of  the  principal  sources  of  the  revenue  of  the  government  of  the  Netherlands 
is  Java,  under  the  present  system  of  enforced  labor.  The  conservatives,  who 
uphold  this  system,  argue  that  it  is  owing  to  the  present  organization  of  labor 
that  Java  is  of  so  much  value,  and  that  without  it  the  colony  would  cease  to  be 
productive.  Thus  the  conservatives  present  the  material  advantages  of  their 
case,  to  which  the  Dutch  are  certainly  not  insensible.  But  the  Dutch  loving 
liberty  themselves,  do  not  wish  to  deprive  others  of  it,  hence  this  apprentice- 
ship (to  give  it  its  mildest  name)  of  the  Malays  is  obnoxious  to  them  generally. 
This  sentiment  found  an  exponent  in  the  leader  of  the  liberal  party,  Mr.  Thor- 
becke,  and  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  was  in  the  ministry,  a  bill  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  Malays  was  introduced  in  the  second  chamber  under  his 
auspices,  but  was  lost,  whereupon  he  retired  from  the  ministry  and  was  returned 
as  a  member  to  the  lower  chamber,  where  he  has  continued  to  agitate  the  subject 
np  to  the  present  time.  When  Mr.  Thorbecke  resigned  his  portfolio,  one  of  his 
fellow  ministers,  Mr.  Meyer,  considered  as  identified  with  him  in  his  political 
opmions,  was  charged  with  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry.    It  remained,  how- 
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ever,  sabstantiallj  the  eame,  and  was  still  regarded  as  representing  the  liberal 
party,  the  principal  article  of  whose  faith  is  the  abolition  of  the  Malay  slavery 
ofJava-  #*♦••♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  RHODES. 
Hon.  William  H,  Sbvt^ard,  CkargS  d'AJairet. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Bhodei  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  5.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  November  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  apprehensions  which  were  entertained  here  at  the  date  of  my  last 
despatch,  in  reference  to  an  approaching  crisis  of  the  Luxembonrg  and  colonial 
questions,  seem  to  have  subsiaed  since  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  second 
chamber.  In  the  excitement  of  the  contest,  when  every  influence  was  used,  an 
importance  was  doubtless  attached  to  these  questions  which  they  did  not  possess. 

The  address  of  the  King,  which  was  read  at  the  opening  of  the  new  chamber, 
contains  nothing  of  especial  interest.  Since  the  election,  both  parties  in  this 
body  claim  a  majority,  but  their  relative  strength  will  not  be  ascertained  until  a 
dividing  or  party  question  is  raised.  The  number  of  the  supporters  of  the  min- 
istry in  the  chamber  is  greater  than  was  anticipated  it  would  be  previous  to  the 
elections,  and  it  is  possible,  by  skilful  combinations,  the  present  ministry  may 
remain. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  RHODES. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Charge  d^Af aires. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


CHINA. 


'  Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  September  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  you  to  my  despatch  of  June  26,  (No.  3,)  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  give  you  farther  particulars  and  documents  respecting  the  action  taken 
in  regard  to  Burgevine,  received  since  it  was  written,  and  to  offer  a  few  explan- 
atory remarks. 

I  wish  first  to  correct  the  rumor  alluded  to  in  that  despatch  that  Bui^vine 
had  aided  Walker  in  his  attempt  in  Central  America.  It  seems,  from  the  best 
data  that  I  can  get,  that  he  did  not  join  in  those  operations,  and  his  name  is  not 
found  in  the  list  of  men  outlawed  by  President  Fierce.  The  despatch  of  the 
consul  general,  (enclosure  D,)  written  after  furnishing  him  a  copy  of  my  own, 
contains  several  facts  respecting  the  conduct  of  Bui-gevine  in  1863,  that  were 
not  accurately  known  to  me  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  shows  that  Mr.  Seward 
had  done  all  that  he  could  at  the  time  to  arrest  this  man's  further  aiding  the 
rebels.  It  also  corrects  my  inference  that  he  had  been  secreted  in  China  for  a 
year  when  captured,  and  the  more  important  implication  of  his  having  been 
connected  with  the  seizure  of  the  Firefly  in  1863.  r^r^r^r^]r> 
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To  my  mind  Mr.  Seward's  statement  takes  awav  all  excuse  from  Burgevine 
for  coming  back.  It  is  not  easy  to  imagine  what  he  expected  to  do  or  get  at 
all  commensurate  to  the  risk  ne  ran,  for  he  must  liave  known  that  the  insur- 
gents were  weak,  and  that,  though  thej  had  possession  of  Changchau,  near 
Amoy,  their  prospects  of  making  head  against  the  imperialists  were  very  poor. 
In  explanation  of  the  contempt  shown  to  the  authorities  of  his  own  country  by 
returning,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  conduct  of  all  foreigners  who  joined 
either  the  imperial  or  rebel  side  was  usually  regarded  by  their  countrymen  as 
political,  rather  than  penal  or  immoral,  involving  little  more  than  the  risks  of 
life  and  limb,  with  chances  of  pay  and  plunder.  Those  who  aided  the  rebels 
were  deemed' to  run  little  risk  of  punishment  from  their  own  authorities  ;  and 
I  do  not  know  of  one  person  having  been  tried  and  punished  in  a  consular  court 
by  anything  more  severe  than  deportation. 

The  refusal  of  the  local  officers  to  deliver  Burgevine  to  the  consul  at  Fuhchau 
(enclosures  A  and  B)  was,  judging  by  the  comparison  of  dates,  probably  unknown 
to  the  officials  in  Peking  at  the  time  Prince  Kung's  despatch  of  June  16th 
was  written,  which  speaks  only  of  the  report  from  Kwoh,  the  commander  of  the 
forces  investing  Ghangchau.  But  the  course  the  former  intended  to  take  was 
doubtless  indicated ;  and  they  seem  to  have  deemed  it  necessary  for  their  own 
safety  lest  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  rescue  their  prisoner  (see  enclosure  H) 
to  keep  him  very  close,  and  forward  him  to  the  north  while  awaiting  orders 
from  court  This  apprehension  accounts  for  their  refusal  to  let  the  consuls  at 
Amoy  and  Fuhchau  see  him. 

My  former  opinion  that  the  officers  in  Peking  would  see  that  he  was  well 
taken  care  of  while  in  their  hands  still  remains,  for  the  inducements  to  do  so 
were  very  strong,  inasmuch  as  they  wished  to  make  an  example  of  him  if  he 
was  yielded  up  to  them,  which  his  death  would  prevent,  as  well  as  bring  their 
motives  into  suspicion.  A  discussion  of  the  article  in  the  treaty  which  grants 
entire  control  of  the  subjects  of  each  nation  to  its  own  rulers  served  to  bring 
out  their  distinct  assent  to  it ;  and  furthermore,  that  if  the  United  States  govern- 
ment required  Burgevine's  surrender,  they  would  give  him  up  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  his  own  authorities.  While  I  told  them  that,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of 
his  case  into  consideration,  I  was  of  the  opinien  that  the  ends  of  justice  would 
be  reached,  and  a  conspicuous  warning  given  to  others,  by  yielding  him  up,  I 
certainly  would  not  have  done  so  had  I  not  reason  for  trusting  them  in  the  mean- 
while with  the  safety  of  his  person.  They  insisted,  ?nth  some  reason,  on  their 
having  already  twice  surrendered  him.  and  that  now  it  was  for  the  interest  and 

Seace  of  both  nations  that  he  should  be  prevented  fi^m  further  action.  I  am 
esirous  that  this  point  should  be  borne  in  mind,  lest  an  inference  be  drawn 
that,  in  allowing  him  to  remain  a  prisoner  in  their  hands,  I  gave  up  the  principle 
of  entire  control  over  our  citizens  which  the  treaty  contains.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  some  regard  was  due  to  the  official  relation  which  had  previously  subsisted 
between  them  and  their  prisoner,  but  I  may  have  given  it  too  much  weight 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest  and  particularly  in  this  connection,  whether 
on  American  citizen  can  divest  himself  of  his  own  nationality  in  a  country  like 
China,  where  the  principle  of  exterritoriality  is  acknowledged  by  any  act  or 
declaration  of  his  own.  The  converse  of  this  question  would  be  involved  in  its 
answer,  whether  a  citizen  can  be  declared  to  be  an  outlaw  by  his  own  author- 
*  ities,  and  deprived  of  their  protection  for  any  act  of  his  own.  I  suppose  that 
neither  can  be  done ;  that  a  citizen  can  neither  throw  o£P  his  alliance  nor  be 
deprived  of  his  citizenship  while  in  Chinese  territories.  Many  of  our  country- 
men have  taken  service  under  the*  Chinese  local  authorities  without  any  well 
defined  arrangement  on  either  side,  and  without  the  express  cognizance  of  their 
respective  higher  authorities ;  some  disappointment  and  trouUe  have  arisen  in 
some  cases,  as  each  party  has  judged  its  own  obligations  and  privileges  by  its 
own  unde.Btm.dbg  and  usages.  oi„ized  .y  GoOglc 
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The  enclosures  A  to  I  contaia  all  tbe  facts  of  this  case  that  have  come  to  mj 
knowledge.  If  I  had  had  these  papers  in  June,  I  conld  have  shown  to  the  high 
officials  here  that  the  ends  of  justice  would  have  been  as  fully  reached,  and 
much  sooner,  by  giving  Burgevine  up  to  be  tried  by  hia  own  authorities  as  by 
allowing  him  to  remain  in  their  hands.  I  was,  however,  obliged  to  act  without 
them ;  and  it  is  almost  needless  to  add,  too,  that  nothing  in  my  former  despatch 
was  intended  to  reflect  in  any  way  on  the  action  taken  by  the  consul  general 
towards  Burgevine  in  1S63.  The  particulars  of  the  death  of  this  unhappy 
man  (as  given  in  enclosure  H)  in  the  southern  part  of  Chehkiang  province  have 
been  corroborated.  It  thus  removes  the  decision  of  the  point  submitted  to  you 
in  my  first  despatch  from  being  a  practical  one  to  one  that  will  serve  as  a  guide 
in  future. 

I  also  add  two  enclosures  (J,  K,)  relating  to  a  homicide*  at  Amoy,  which  are 
relevant  to  the  general  subject.  The  tone  of  the  note  from  the  Foreign  Office 
indicates  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  here  to  co-operate  in  remov- 
ing unruly  foreigners  from  the  ports,  and  to  call  in  the  assistance  and  authority 
of  the  consuls.  In  such  cases  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  convict  and  punish  the 
real  criminals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d'Jffatres. 
William  Huntbr,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  WaMngton,  D,  C. 


Schedule  of  enclosures  with  despatch  No,  6. 

Mark. 

From. 

To, 

Subject-matter. 

Date. 

A.... 

G.F.  Seward... 

States  what  has  been  done  with 
Ward  and  others,  and  demands 
made  for  BurgeviDO,  enclosing 
letter  to. 

July?. 

B.... 

G.F.Seward... 

Tim? 

Demanding  the  rendition  of  Bur- 
gevine. 
Stating  reasons    why    Burgevine 

June  29. 

C... 

Governor  Qen- 

X1U|^  .... ...... 

British  consul.. 

June  30. 

neral  Tai. 

should  not  be  given  up. 

D.... 

G.F.Seward... 

S.W.  Williams. 

Reviewing  the  condnct  of  Burge- 
vine, and  the  action  taken  in 
conseonence,  and   also  the  va- 
rious demands  made  for  his  ren- 

Aug. 2. 

. 

dition. 

E.... 

G.F.Seward... 

J.Markham.... 

Inquiries  whether  Burgevine  was 
connected  with  the  capture  of 
Firefly. 

Aug.  2. 

F-... 

J.Markham.... 

G.F.Seward... 

Regards  him  as  having  been  per- 
sonally  unconnected   with  her 

Aug.  3. 

capture. 
Affidavits  of  I.  S.  Lndlam  and  W. 

G..- 

Aug.  3. 

Smith  upon  the  same  subject. 
Reports  particulars  of  drowning  of 

Bnrj^vine  by  boat  upsetting. 
Disposition  to  be  made  of  his  coffin. 

— o   '^ 

H.... 

Prince  Kong... 

S.  W.Williams. 

Sept  1. 

I 

S.W.  Williams. 

Prince  Knnff . .. 

Sept.  4. 

J.... 

Foreign  Office.. 

S.  W.Williams. 

Report  of  a  homicide  by  foreigners 
at  Amoy. 

Aug.  16. 

K...- 

S.W.Wimam8. 

Foreign  Office.. 

Will  co-operate  at  all  times  to  re- 

Aug.  17. 

strain  lawless  foreigners. 

Pekikg,  September  &,  1865. 
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Mr,  O,  F.  Seward  to  Mr.  WUliams, 

Consulate  General  op  the  United  States, 

Shanghai,  July  7,  1865. 

Sir:  Referring  to  mj  despatch  of  May  26,  No.  '3,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
hoth  Ward  and  Uillman  have  sailed  from  this  port,  bound  for  San  Francisco.  Carter  has 
left  Shanghai,  and  I  suppose  has,  ere  this,  had  his  trial  at  Amoy. 

Finding  the  Chinese  authorities  dissatisfied  with  my  action  in  regard  to  these  men,  I 
wrote  them  the  despatch,  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  enclosed  herewith.  At  this  time  I 
had  received  a  bare  statement  from  the  consul  at  Amoy  that  Burgevine  had  been  arrested  at 
that  port,  that  the  authorities  had  refused  to  hand  him  over,  and  that  they  had  sent  him 
overland  to  Foochow. 

Subsequently  I  beard  that  Bureevine  had  arrived  at  Foochow,  and  Mr.  Clark,  our  active 
officer  at  that  port,  soon  afterwards  wrote  to  me  that  the  authorities  had  refused  to  deliver 
him  up,  and  that  he  had  been  again  started  overland  for  Soochow.  Upon  this  information 
I  wrote  the  despatch  enclosed,  marked  B.  The  authorities  have  not  yet  answered  this 
despatch,  and  the  case  of  Bur^vine  was  not  alluded  to  in  their  reply  to  the  former. 

It  is  reported  that  Burgevme  has  arrived  at  Soochow,  and  that  he  has  still  once  more 
been  sent  forward,  this  time  to  Governor  Li,  at  Nanking.  I  have  no  positive  information  to 
this  effect 

The  last  fe&ture  of  the  case  is  shown  in  a  despatch  received  at  the  British  consulate  from 
the  acting  viceroy  at  Soochow,  a  copy  of  which,  furnished  by  Mr.  Markham,  I  enclose, 
marked  C-  Mr.  Markhara  has  written  to  the  viceroy,  setting  forth  the  wrongfulness  of  the 
course  pursued  towards  Burgevine  and  of  the  course  proposed.  I  think  that  there  has  been 
an  attempt  to  pervert  the  intent  of  my  first  despatch,  and  this  is  perhaps  a  favorable  circum- 
stance, as  indicating  that  the  authorities  are  aware  that  their  record  m  the  matter  is  a  very 
bad  one.  I  shall  not  remit  my  efforts  to  secure  possession  of  Burgevine. 
I  have,  &c. 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 

Dr.  S.  Wells  Wiluams, 

United  States  CImrgi  d^Affairts,  Peking, 


Extract  from  letter  of  O.  F.  Seward^  United  States  consul  general,  to  Ting,  the  intendant, 

June  9,  1865. 

I  now  learn  that  Burgevine  has  been  captured  at  Amoy,  and  that  he  is  now  held  at 
Foochow.  It  may  be  remarked  in  his  case  also  that  should  he  be  sent  to  me  I  cannot  try 
him  for  his  offence  at  Amoy,  because  of  the  want,  which  will  surely  be  felt,  of  witnesses ; 
and  even  if  the  witnesses  shouI'J  accompany  him,  I  cannot  punish  him  for  that  offence  so 
severely  as  he  deserves,  because  he  was  prevented  by  capture  from  the  commission  of  the 
act  of  assisting  the  insurgents.  In  his  case,  however,  I  can  try  and  punish  him  severely  for 
his  old  offences  at  Soochow.  Those  charges,  notwithstanding  that  he  received  a  promise 
from  Gordon,  for  the  governor,  that  they  would  not  be  brought  against  him,  I  waived  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  only  in  view  of  his  leaving  the  empire.  Having  returned  in 
such  a  manner,  he  will  be  liable  to  prosecution  by  me  on  the  old  and  the  very  grave  charge 
of  insurrection  attempted  and  effected  at  Soochow. 
I  have,  &c. 

G.  F.  SEWARD. 


B 

Mr.  G,  F,  Seward  to  Ting  Tau  Tai, 

Consulate  General  op  the  United  States, 

Shanghai,  June  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referrins^^  to  my  despatch  of  June  9,  I  now  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Clarke,  United 
States  consul  at  Foochow,  has  informed  me  that  Burgevine  had  arrived  at  his  port;  that  he 
had  requested  that  he  should  be  given  over  to  him,  and  had  been  refused ;  that  he  had  after- 
ward requested  to  be  admitted  to  see  him,  and  to  provide  whatsoever  he  might  need,  and  had 
been  again  refused;  and  that,  still  later,  he  had  been  informed  that  the  prisoner,  with  two 
others,  an  Englishman  and  a  Portuguese,  had  been  sent  forward  overland  to  Governor  Li, 
at  Soochow. 
I  perceive  in  the  course  thus  taken  a  grave  disregard  of  the  treaty,  which/^ust  certainly 
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canso  complaint  on  the  part  of  my  ^ovenimeiit.  It  becomes  mj  dntj  at  once  to  reqnest 
that  every  measure  betaken  to  make  this  most  tr^n?  journey  as  little  dan^roasas  possible, 
and  that  at  the  earliest  moment  the  prisoner  be  hanoed  to  me. 

It  is  also  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  a  statement  of  this  case  to  my  superior  at  Peking  ; 
in  doing  so  I  shall  certainly  mention  that  I  have  never  before  had  occasion  to  make  snch  a 
statement,  and  that  now  it  is  of  officers  in  another  province  of  whom  I  have  to  complain. 

I  trust,  also,  that  I  may  be  able  to  report  soon  that  the  treatment  on  the  route  of  the 
prisoner,  and  of  the  two  others  with  him,  has  been  such.that  the  ground  of  complaint  will 
not  be  further,  aggravated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 

His  Excellency  Ting  Tau  Tai,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c,  Shanghai. 


HU  excdlency  the  acting  viceroy  to  her  Majesty^ $  consul. 

The  viceroy  is  in  receipt  of  her  Maiesty's  consuVs  despatch  concerning  the  arrest  of  Bur- 
gevine  and  other  foreigners  of  Changchow,  and  demanding  the  rendition  of  the  one  who  is  au 
Englishman,  and  recommending  that  the  same  course  be  pursued  in  the  case  of  Burgevine, 
in  conformity  with  treaty.  ^  » 

In  reply,  the  viceroy  has  to  remind  her  Majesty^s  consul  that  Burgevine  has  again  and 
again  received  mercy  from  the  Chinese  authorities  for  his  repeated  misdeeds  and  determined 
opposition  to  the  imperial  army.  His  measure  of  guilt  is  filled  to  overflowing.  Also  m  his 
own  country  he  has  disregarded  the  laws  more  than  once ;  truly  he  is  a  man  to  be  hated  by 
both  Chinese  and  foreigners,  and  to  whom  no  mercy  should  be  shown. 

Moreover,  the  American  consul.  Seward,  has  written  to  Ting  Tau  Tai,  statin?  that,  were 
Burgevine  handed  over  to  him,  he  would  not  punish  him.  The  old  crime  committed  at  Soo-  * 
chow  he  could  act  upon,  fur  the  American  consul  had,  in  behalf  of  the  American  government, 
let  him  off  without  punishment,  understanding  that  he  should  not  return  to  China,  but,  as  he 
has  DOW  taken  upon  himself  to  return,  he  can  ne  punished  for  his  old  offence,  and  as  he  has 
again  assisted  the  rebels  his  guilt  is  heavy.  Now,  as  Burgevine  was  ordered  not  to  return 
to  China,  and  has  disobeyed  the  laws  of  his  own  country,  and  has  again  come  to  China  and 
assisted  the  rebels ;  and  as  foreign  officials  have  not  the  power  to  restrain  him,  his  old  and 
new  crimes  should  be  punished  according  to  Chinese  law. 

As  regards  the  Englishman  Kih-lien,  (Crane,)  it  being  his  first  offence,  he  should  be  handed 
over  to  his  consul  for  severe  punishment.  The  viceroy  nas  already  memorialized  the  foreign 
office  on  this  case,  and  when  their  reply  has  been  received  a  further  communication  shall  be 
made  through  the  Tan  Tad. 

True  copy : 

Translated  by  Charles  Carroll. 

J.  J.  MiDDLETON,  Assistant, 


D. 
Mr,  a,  F,  Sctcardto  Mr,  mUiams. 

Consulate  General  op  the  United  States, 

Shanghai^  August  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  your  despatch  of  July  2*2,  enclosing  copy  of  your  despatch  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  '-itith  of  June.  I  feel  greatly  obliged  to  you  ior  the  copy, 
since  it  explains  to  me  clearly  the  grounds  of  your  decision  to  leave  Burgevine  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chinese  until  you  could  receive  instructions  from  Washington.  I  find,  as  I  expected, 
that  your  action  in  this  respect,  was  taken  under  some  misconceptions  of  the  action  heretofore 
taken,  principally  by  myself,  in  regard  to  Burgevine ;  and  1  therefore,  in  simple  justice  to 
myself,  now  lay  before  you  a  statement  which  will,  I  trust,  serve  to  place  the  records  in  a 
more  satisfactory  shape. 

I  will  first  offer  a  simple  resum6  of  Burgevine's  career,  at  and  near  this  post,  and  of  my 
action  toward  him ;  and  I  will  then  point  out  how  it  has  come  to  pass  that  my  connection 
with  the  matter  has  been  somewhat  misunderstood.  It  is,  to  an  extent,  my  fault  that  the  record 
is  not  already  more  clear ;  but,  as  you  are  aware,  Mr.  Burlingame  and  myself  were,  during  his 
stay  at  Peking,  in  constant  correspondence  by  private  letters,  and  thus  many  things  were 
explained  to  him,  individually,  which  ought  properly  to  have  gone  on  the  records  of  the 
legation. 

Burgevine  was  second  in  command  of  the  Ward  force  of  disciplined  Chinese  when  I  arrived 
in  China,  in  February,  1S&2.  He  was  severely  wounded  about  that  time,  and  did  not  return 
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to  active  duty  until  shortly  after  the  death  of  General  Ward.  He  was  then  placed  in  com- 
mand on  the  recommendation  of  Admiral  Hope  and  Mr.  Burlingame.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, tb<^t  he  wa3,  even  then,  in  favor  with  the  local  authorities. 

This  occurred  in  October,  1862.  In  January,  1863,  Burgevine  was  dismissed  from  the 
command.  He  considered  himself  aggrieved,  and  went  to  Peking  to  lay  his  case  before  Mr. 
Burlingame.  The  latter,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  thought  that  he  had  been 
dismissed  without  cause,  and  they  strongly  urged  his  reinstatement.  The  government  ap- 
parently assented,  and  sent  a  commissioner,  who  was  to  arrange  the  reinstatement,  bock  to 
Shanghai  with  Burgevine.  In  the  mean  time  the  command  had  been  given  to  Major  Hol- 
land, a  British  officer,  who  had  been  signally  unsuccessful,  and  afterward  to  Major  Gordon, 
another  British  officer,  whose  antecedents  were  most  creditable,  and  whose  subsequent  record 
was  such  as  to  do  honor  to  himself  and  to  his  country.  The  governor  was  well  satisfied 
with  him,  and  declined  to  receive  Burgevine  in  his  stead.  Burgevine  therefore  returned  to 
Peking;  but  this  time  found  the  government  very  hostile  to  him.  Mr.  Burlingame  refused 
again  to  urge  his  reinstatement,  but  he  insisted  that  the  very  grave  charges  made  against 
him  should  be  withdrawn.    This  was.  reluctantly  done,  and  Burgevine  returned  to  Shanghai. 

Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  in  a  despatch  of  date  Septeipber  9, 1863,  wrote  to  Earl  Russell  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  The  charges  which  had  been  abandoned  as  untenable,  were  again  brought  forward, 
and  Burgevine,  despairing  of  justice,  left  for  Shanghai.  It  was  only  afler  his  departure,  and 
by  representations  of  the  strongest  character,  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  induced 
the  government  to  witiidraw  these  charges.  But  no  employment  was  offered  to  him,  and 
Burgevine  entirely  failed  at  Shanghai  in  obtaining  payment  of  the  sum  due,  as  pay,  and  for 
articles  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  corps  on  his  personal  responsibility.  Stung  by  this  treat- 
ment, suffering  in  health  from  severe  wounds,  received  in  the  imperial  service,"  &c.,  &c. 

Thus  tar,  Mr.  Burlingame's  despatch,  contained  in  the  book  of  diplomatic  correspondence 
or  1863,  p.  942,  will  be  found  to  corroborate  my  statements.  Whatever  he  may  have  writ- 
ten since  1  am  ignorant  of.     I  mention  this,  as  you  refer  to  his  despatch  of  June  4,  1864. 

The  claims  reterred  to  by  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  were,  as  it  was  intended,  I  suppose,  by  Mr.  ^ 
Burlingame,  at  once  brought  before  me  agfun  by  Burgevine.  I  was  at  work  hard  all  that 
summer,  urging  various  claims  upon  the  local  authorities,  and  among  them  Burgevine*s, 
which  amounted  to  some  taels  3U,UO0,  but  without  much  success.  Burgevine  was  ready, 
I  think,  to  leave  the  country  had  he  received  this  money ;  but,  stung  by  his  bad  treatment, 
and  by  the  continual  delay  in  the  matter  of  his  claim,  he  finally  took  the  false  step  of  joining  • 
the  insurgents  at  Soochow. 

There  had  been  many  rumors  of  his  intention  to  take  this  step,  and  of  the  preparations  that 
were  being  made ;  but  I  had  been  unable  to  discover  any  prooi  which  seemed  to  me  sufficient 
to  justify  his  arrest. 

The  number  of  men  who  went  with  him  was  at  this  time  unknown,  but  some  reports  made 
the  number  as  high  as  one  thousand.  There  was  g^at  consternation  on  the  part  of  the  native 
officials,  and  even  much  fear  on  the  part  of  foreigners.  I  believed  at  the  time  that  the  gen- 
eral estimate  of  Burgevine  was  far  too  high,  and  1  expressed  my  opinion  then  that  be  would 
-not  succeed,  unless  some  subordinate  of  his  should  do  tiie  work  for  him.  Mr.  Hart  will 
duubtiesB  remember  that  I  so  expressed  myself  to  him. 

Burgevine  remained  with  the  insurgents  throughout  August  and  September.  During  that 
time  he  actually,  on  one  occasion,  came  to  Shanghai  with  others,  to  get  some  machinery  be- 
longing to  the  ttteamer  Elajor  repaired,  and  to  buy  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies.  Several 
vessels  of  the  Osborne  Lay  fleet  were  in  the  harblor  at  the  time,  the  officers  ana  crew  of  which 
were  actively  on  the  lookout  for  him.  He,  however,  escaped  ;  but  the  marshal  of  this  office, 
with  several  others,  British  and  Americans,  were  arrested,  apparently  in  giving  them  aid. 
The  marshal  was  tried  by  me,  with  three  assessors.  Lawyers  were  employed  on  either  side, 
but  the  prosecution  failed  to  make  good  its  case.  A  full  report  of  the  trial  was  enclosed  in 
my  despatch  to  the  Department  of  State,  No,  24.  It  was  also  published  in  the  North  China 
Herald  of  September  26,  1863.  The  prisoner  was  discharged,  as  well  as  the  others,  British 
and  Americans ;  yet  I  felt  so  convinced  of  his  guilt  that  I  requested  him  to  resign,  which  he 
did.  Subsequently,  Burgevine  himself  narrated  to  me  the  history  of  the  marshal's  connee-^ 
tion  with  the  matter,  which  showed  him  to  be  wholly  guilty.  This  will  serve  to  indicate  my 
predicament ;  my  desire  to  do  justice,  and  the  difficulties  under  which  I  labored.  1  am  con- 
vinced that  greater  difficulties  are  encountered  here  in  ferreting  out  criminals  than  anywhere 
else.  The  tiiousands  of  eyes,  which  elsewhere  continually  bear  upon  the  actions  of  men, 
and  bring  to  light,  where  offences  are  committed,  if  not  direct  proofs,  chains  of  circumstantial 
evidence  that  are  sure  to  entrap  the  offenders,  are  here  wanting ;  for  the  Chinese,  who  are  the 
bulk  of  the  population,  do  not  see  much  that  is  going  on  before  them,  while  they  understand 
still  less,  and,  as  a  rule,  say  absolutely  nothing. 

The  service  at  Soouhow,  however,  grew  irksome  and  unsatisfactory.  It  was  continual 
work  and  danger,  and  the  pay  was  not  forthcoming.  Burgevine  himself  was  ill,  and  he  ap- 
*  parentiy  sought  to  drown  his  care  by  hard  drinking.  His  officers  entered  into  communica- 
tion with  Gordon,  who  still  commanded  the  imperial  forces ;  and,  finally,  Burgevine  himself 
saw  iiordon.  On  the  8th  of  October  it  was  anauged  that  he  should  come  out  from  Soochow 
with  all  his  men,  (foreigners,)  and  Gordon,  speaking  for  the  governor^  and  the  Biitish  con- 
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sni,  and  it  seems  also  for  me,  guaranteed  that  thej  should  not  be  prosecuted-  I  had  preri* 
ouslj  written  to  Gordon  my  consent  to  waive  any  charges  against  the  Americans  concernecL 
reserving  simply  the  right  to  send  them  away  from  China.  Gordon  seems  to  have  ovprlooked 
this  reservation,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  **  Blue  Book,**  before  quoted,  p.  166,  re- 
port of  Mr.  Mayers  to  Mr.  Markham. 

Extract :  * '  I  found  that  further  communications,  in  addition  to  those  announced  in  Major  Gor- 
don's letters  of  the  2d  instant,  had  passed  with  Burgevine  and  Jones,  the  two  principal  leaders ; 
and  upon  my  being  able  to  give  tne  assurance  that  all  ulteiior  measures  would  be  renounced 
by  the  Futai,  (governor,)  as  also  that  on^our  part,  and  that  of  the  United  States  consul,  the 
arrangements  made  by  Major  Gordon  would  without  doubt  be  respected,  there  seemed  every 
reason,**  &c.,  &c.,  &c 

Burgeviue  and  the  others  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  away  from  the  insurgents,  but 
they  finally  arrived  at  Shanghai.  I  enclose  the  statement  of  several  of  the  officers,  marked 
1  and  2,  and  have  here  to  refer  you  again  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Mayers,  above  quoted  from. 

After  Burgevine*s  arrival,  so  soon  as  ho  was  at  all  well  enough  to  move,  I  notified  him 
that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  demand  that  he  should  leave  China.  He  refused  to  do  so, 
saying  that  Gordon  had  guaranteed  that  no  prosecution  should  be  urged.  I  insisted,  inform- 
ing him  that  if  Gordon  had  so  done,  he  had  acted  without  authority  from  me.  Burgevine 
then,  as  it  appears,  determined  to  see  Gordon  to  secure  his 'intervention  in  his  favor.  He 
amrnged  with  the  commander  of  the  gunboat  l^refly  to  go  to  Quinsan  with  him  for  this  pur- 
pose ;  but  upon  proceeding  to  the  anchorage  of  the  steamer  found  that  she  had  gone.  He 
then  went  on  board  the  Fe eloong,  another  Chinese  steam  gunboat,  to  take  passage  upon  her. 
He  was  then  arrested  by  the  Chinese  authorities  upon  suspicion  of  connection  with  the  cap- 
ture of  the  I'^refly,  which  had  laken  place  before  his  arrival,  and  sent  to  me.  I  inquired  into 
the  case,  and  satisfied  myself  that  he  had  not  any  connection  with  the  matter. 

Soon  after  this,  Burgevine  still  refusing  to  leave  China,  I  arrested  him,  and  prepared  to 
try  him  foir  the  capital  crime  of  insurrection.  After  several  days*  incarceration  he  concluded 
to  go  to  Japan.  This  would  be  a  compliance  with  the  terms  offered  by  me,  and  I  had  to 
assent.  I  ha  3  the  less  hesitation,  aa  the  rebellion  appeared  to  be  on  the  wane,  and  as  he  had 
come  out  from  Soochow  under  circumstances  which  rendered  it  unlikely  that  he  would  again 
attempt  to  unite  himself  with  the  rebel  cause. 

Burgevine  accordingly  went  to  Kanagawa.  As  a  measure  of  precaution  I  wrote  to  our 
consul  at  that  port,  asking  him  to  keep  me  informed  of  his  movements.  He  again  returned 
to  Shanghai  in  the  month  of  March,  1864.  There  was  nothing  suspicious  about  his  return, 
as  the  rebellion  was  still  on  the  wane,  and  as  I  knew  that  he  h^,  as  he  alleged,  some  private 
business  to  attend  to.  I,  however,  much  to  his  disgust,  lodged  him  in  jail.  He  said  at  first 
that  he  would  submit  to  trial ;  but  again,  after  a  time,  concluded  to  go  back  to  Japan, 
which  he  did  on  the  3d  of  April.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  remained  there  until 
about  the  Ist  of  March  last.  He  then  came  to  Shanghai  secretly,  and  went  thence  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Amoy,  where  the  rebels  had  gained  many  successes.  He  was  at  or  near 
that  port,  as  stated  in  your  despatch  to  the  State  Department,  for  several  weeks,  and  was 
finally  arrested.  Thence,  as  detailed  by  you,  he  was  sent  to  Foochow  overland,  and  after- 
wards again  started  overland  for  Soochow,  a  distance  of,  altogether,  about  five  hundred 
miles.  At  Amoy  our  consul  asked  that  he  should  be  given  up.  At  Foochow  he  was  again 
asked  for,  but  the  authorities  refused  even  to  let  Mr.  Clarke  see  him.  Upon  hearing  that  he 
had  been  started  for  this  province,  I  wrote,  asking  that  he  should  be  handed  to  me.  I  have 
already  forwarded  to  you  a  statement  of  my  action  in  this  respect,  with  copies  of  despatches. 
The  only  communication  I  have  received  since  in  the  matter  was  a  verbal  one,  yesterday,  to 
the  effect  that  Burgevine,  with  another  prisoner,  an  Englishman,  and  thirteen  boatmen 
having  them  in  charge,  had  all  been  drowned  by  an  accident  to  the  boat  in  which  they  were 
being  brought  en.  This  is  said  to  have  happened  somewhere  in  the  province  of  Chekiang ; 
but  1  have  no  particulars,  and  the  authorities  profess  to  have  none. 

This  is  my  statement  of  the  essential  facts  of  Burgevino*s  caieer,  and  of  my  connection 
with  him.    As  to  the  misconceptions  alluded  to  I  will  speak  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  Burgevine  having  stolen  back  into  the  country  at  Ningpo  in  June, 
^  18G4  :  The  inl'erence  drawn  by  you  is,  that  bo  was  in  China  from  that  time  until  his  move- 
ment at  Amoy  was  made  There  were  in  June,  1864,  many  rumors  of  his  return  ;  but,  after 
a  careful  examination,  I  found  that  there  was  no  reason  to  think  that  he  was  then  here,  or 
that  he  had  been  here.  This  conclusion  was  aflerwards  rendered  certain  by  information  from 
Japan.  From  the  time  when  he  went  back  from  here,  (April  .3,  1864,)  I  am  sure  that  he  was 
-not  again  in  China  until  March,  1865.  Again,  on  the  fifth  page  of  your  despatch,  you  mention 
his  **act8  in  joining  the  rebels  at  Soochow,  and  then  his  connection  with  them  afterwards  at 
Shanghai."  I  was  unable  to  understand  at  first  to  what  you  referred  in  speaking  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  rebels  near  Shanghai.  I  find,  however,  that  it  is  likely  that  you  mean  the 
matter  of  the  Firefly,  heretofore  referred  to  by  me,  and  that  it  is  likely  that  you  have  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  Burgevine  was  concerned  in  her  seizure,  nom  the  despatch  of 
Mr.  Markham  to  S.  F.  Bruce,  (p.  182,  Blue  Book  for  1864.)  I  have  now  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  that  despatch,  and  ask  you  to  read  it  in  connection  with  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Mr.  Markham,  and  the  affidavits  of  Captains  Smith  and  Ludlam,  TNos.  U  and  3.)  There 
was  never  any  charge  brought  against  Burgevine  before  me  that  ne  was  connected  with 


DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPONDENCE.  469 

tbe  seizure  of  the  Firefly,  or  that  be  was  concerned  in  an  attempt  to  seize  the  Feeloon^,  and 
I  think  that  the  evidence  now  produced  will  show  you  clearly  that  he  was  not  connected 
with  either  matter.  This  is  an  important  point  to  me.  If  Burgevioe  was  really  concerned 
in  these  cases,  then  it  was  imperatively  my  duty  to  briufr  him  to  trial.  If  he  had  at  once, 
after  coming  ont  of  Soochow,  commenced  new  schemes,  ne  would  have  been  deserving  of 
the  highest  punishment,  while  I,  in  passing  over  the  offence,  would  have  been  not  less  cul- 
pable than  be. 

I  have,  perhaps,  said  enongh  heretofore  to  indicate  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
waived  the  charges  against  Biirgevine  for  his  offences  at  Soochow,  further  than  to  secure  his 
departure  from  this  empire.  If  I  was  in  faolt  in  this  respect,  I  may  plead  that  it  was  on  the 
strength  of  Grcrdon*s  request,  and  of  the  Futai's  assurance,  that  I  expressed  my  assent  to 
giving  terms  to  the  people  of  Soochow.  This  appeared  then  to  be  an  urgent  military 
measure. 

I  may  quote,  in  evidence  of  this,  from  Mr.  Markham*s  despatch  to  Sir  F.  Bruce,  (p.  164, 
Blue  Book.)  After  stating  the  ''  changes  of  an  unexpected  and  striking  character"  at  Soo- 
chow, he  says: 

"Major  Gordon  having  hereupon  requested  my  assistance  in  obtaining  from  his  excellency 
the  imperial  commissioner  (the  governor)  Li,  and  from  the  French  and  United  States  consuls, 
assurances  of  amnesty  for  past  proceedings,  and  having  requested  the  further  co-operation  of 
Mr.  Interpreter  Mayers  in  bringing  this  matter  to  an  issue,  1  allowed  Mr.  Mayers  to  proceed 
to  Pootai-kian,  and  authorized  him  to  tender  such  assurances  as  might  be  borne  out  by  tbe 
tenor  of  a  communication  which  I  received  from  his  excellency  the  imperial  commissioner." 

As  I  have  thus  freely  alluded  to  the  contents  of  the  British  Blue  Book,  I  would  again  call 
your  attention  to  the  assertion  of  the  governor,  on  pag^  129,  that  he  had  informed  me  that, 
previous  to  his  departure  for  Soochow  in  July,  1863,  Burgevine  had  already  been  in  com- 
munication with  the  rebels.  I  have  heretofore  alluded  to  the  repoits  received  by  me  in  this 
connection,  and  to  the  difSculty  of  tracing  such  matters  in  China.  I  have  only  to  remark, 
further,  that  so  far  as  I  know,  not  one  person  was  arrested  previous  to  Burgevine's  departure 
f9r  Soochow,  against  whom  any  sufficient  evidence  was  aiscovered,  although  it  has  since 
appeared  that  a  great  manv  went  thither  at  about  that  time.  * 

^  It  should,  moreover,  be  borne  in  mind  that  my  marshal — a  most  excellent  officer  ordina- 
rily, but  one  who,  with  very  many  others,  was  carried  away  by  sympathy  for  Burgevine — as 
alreadv  shown,  was  faithless. '  Upon  him  I  ^ad,  to  an  extenf,  to  rely ;  and  had  he  been 
true,  the  expedition  might  have  been  prevented.  Itns  manifest,  however,  that  the  consular 
force  was  inadequate  for  such  an  emergency. 

I  trust  that  I  have  said  enough  to  indicate  that  I  have  heretofore  acted  towards  Burgevine 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  justice.  If  you  have  formed  an  opinion  that  my  treat- 
ment was  too  lenient,  I  trust  that  what  I  have  said  will  correct  it.  As  1  have  mentioned,  I 
confess  myself  in  fault  in  not  having  made  a  more  complete  record  at  the  legation. 

I  hardly  feel  it  to  be  my  part  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  which  you  have  taken 
in  this  last  matter.  You  have,  however,  already  seen  the  letters  which  I  wrote  to  the  local 
authorities  asking  for  the  prisoner.  You  will  have  seen  ia  them  that  eveiy  guarantee  which 
could  properly  t^  given  was  given  by  me  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  snould  deal  with 
him.  While  I  believed  it  imprudent  to  aJlow  them  to  hold  him,  I  still  said,  as  I  felt,  that 
he  should  at  least  be  put  upon  trial  for  the  capital  crime  of  insurrection,  attempted  and 
effected  at  Soochow.  There  are  abundant  witnesses  of  his  offence  here,  and,  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  tbe  result  would  not  have  been  doubtful. 

I  am  confident  that,  with  a  knowledge  of  all  these  facts,  you  womld  have  taken  up  and 
urged  the  request  for  the  delivery  of  Burgevine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 

Dr.  S.  Wells  Williams, 

Chargi  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States,  Peking, 


E, 
JIfr.  O.  F.  Seward  to  Mr.  Markham. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Shanghai,  August  2,  1665. 

Sni :  Referring  to  a  despatch  of  yours  to  Sir  F.  Bruce,  with  enclosures,  published  in  the 
Blue  Book  of  18«4,  I  have  to  ask  whether  you  have  ever  had  any  evidence  which  would  lead 
YOU  to  believe  that  Burgevine  was  concerned  in  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Firefly,  or  that 
he  attempted  to  capture  the  Feeloong. 

Would  you  alfto  let  me  know  whether  it  was  not  the  case  that  very  active  measures  were 
taken  in  July,  1863,  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  rumors  which  existed  of  the  elpedition  which 
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was  subsequently  made  to  Soochow  bj  Bnrgeyine  and  others,  and  whether  these  measures 
led  to  any  arrests  ? 

I  ask  these  qnestions,  as  the  record  as  it  stands  leayes  me  in  a  somewhat  unsatisfactory 
position. 

I  have,  &c,  &c.,  &c., 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 
J.  Markham,  Esq., 

H,  M,  Acting  Consul,  Shanghai, 


F. 

Mr.  Markham  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Seward. 

No.  381 .  ]  Her  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Shanghai,  August  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  con- 
siderable trouble  was  taken  in  July,  1863,  to  get  at  the  truth  of  rumors  then  current  that 
Burgeviiie  was  organizing  an  expedition  to  Soochow,  and  that  numerous  arrests  were  made 
of  persons  supposed  to  be  implicated. 

\our  other  question  is  rather  difficult  to  answer,  eA  the  eridence,  both  with  regard  to  the 
Firefly  and,  Feeloong,  was  far  from  complete.     From  what  I  remember  of  the  case  I  am  in- 
duced personally  to  exonerate  Burgevine  from  any  direct  share  in  the  Firefly  piracy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  MARKHAM, 
Her  Maje8ty*8  Vice  Conmtl, 
6.  F.  Seward,  Esq. 


G. 

Statement  of  L  S.  Ludiam. 

I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.    I  was  master  of  the  steamer  Firefly  during  the  time 

of  her  charter  to  the  Chinese  government  up  to  the  date  of  her  capture.     I  had  then  resigned 

and  Captain  Dolle  was  about  taking  charge.    I  have  probably  taken  as  much  pains  as  any 

one  in  Shanghai  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  of  her  capture  and  the  names  of  her  captors. 

I  am  positive  in  my  conviction  that  Burgevine  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

I.  S.  LUDLAM. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Shanghai,  this  3d  day  of  August,  1865. 

O.  B.  BRADFORD, 

Clerk  of  Court. 

Statement  of  WiUiam  Smith. 

r 

lam  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  was  in  command  of  the  Chinese  steamer  Feeloon? 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  Firefly.  The  Feeloong  was  anchored  about  five  hundred 
yards  fiom  the  Firefly  and  one  and  a  half  mile  from  Shanghai.  A  Chinese  gunboat,  with 
four  foreign  officers  on  board,  was  between  the  two  steamers.  The  Firefly  passed  the  Fee- 
loong at  4  oVIock  in  the  morning — I  have  forgotten  the  date.  Burgevine  and  Town- 
send  came  on  board  of  my  vessel  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day.  I  had  g^ne  to 
Shanghai.  Burgevine  inquired  (as  the  mate  told  nie)  where  the  Firefly  was,  and  the  mate 
told  him  that  she  had  been  seized.  He  then  said  that  he  was  going  to  Soochow.  The  mate 
showed  him  into  the  cabin  and  gave  him,  at  his  request,  some  liquor.  He  then  went  to 
sleep,  and  was  asleep  when  I  came  on  board.  When  I  came  on  board  there  were  a  great 
many  Chinese  soldiers  on  board.  I  did  not  hear  or  see  anything  which  led  me  to  think  that 
Burgevine  had  intended  to  capture  my  steamer.  My  opinion  is  that  he  started  for  the  Firefly, 
intending  to  go  to  Soochow,  and  not  finding  her,  he  came  to  the  Feeloong  to  get  a  passage 
with  me. 

W.  SMITH, 
Former  Master  of  the  Feeloong, 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Shanghai,  this  1st  day  of  August,  1865. 

O.  B.  BRADFORD, 

Clerk  of  Court, 
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H. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  IViUiam$. 

[Ti-anslation.] 

September  1, 1865,  (Tumochi  4th  year,  7th  moon,  1 1^  day,) 

Prince  Kang,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  sends  a  farther  comma- 
nication  respeciing  Borgevine,  who  was  seized  for  aiding  the  rebels. 

I  have  recently  received  a  despatch  from  Li,  superintendent  of  commerce  at  Shans^hai, 
enclosiifg  another  from  Ma,  the  governor  of  Chehkiang,  who  informs  him  that  he  had  re- 
ceived the  following  report  from  the  district  magistrate  of  Lai^ki : 

**  His  excellency  Tso,  the  governor  general  of  Fuhkien  and  ^^ehkiang,  had  deemed  it 
best,  in  consequence  of  the  numbers  and  power  of  the  bands  of  insurgents  who  were  leagued 
together  in  Funkien,  a  maritime  province,  along  whose  coasts  Burgevine  might  be  able  to 
keep  up  a  good  understandiDg  with  them,  and  apprehensive  lest  there  should  arise  some 
attempt  to  plunder  where  the  guards  were  weak,  not  to  keep  him  long  in  the  city  of  Fuhchau 
itself,  but  to  send  him  on  to  the  superintendent  of  commerce  in  order  that  he  might  be  more 
completelv  prevented  from  making  such  attempt8.  As  Crane,  who  was  arrested  at  the  same 
time,  might  be  needed  for  a  witness,  he  vfe^a  sent  on  at  the  same  time  to  be  given  over  to  the 
British  consul  at  Shanghai  to  be  tried  and  punished.  A  lieutenant  (or  chiliarch)  named  Eia 
Kwapg-tai  was  accordingly  directed  to  take  a  number  of  soldiers  and  bi^ves  with  him  as  a 
guard  of  the  three  prisoners,  Burgevine,  Crane,  and  Sjkes,  on  their  journey.  The  party 
left  Fuhchau  on' the  1st  of  June,  and  about  noon  of  the  26th  reached  a  place  in  Chehkiang 
called  the  Hwuitan  rapids,  in  a  branch  of  the  Tsientang  river.  The  southwest*  wind  was 
blowing  strong  at  the  time,  which  increased  the  rush  of  waters  over  the  rapids,  while  the 
stream  was  swollen  from  a  fresh  that  added  much  to  its  turbulence.  The  boat  had  just 
begun  to  descend  the  rapids  when  a  g^t,  aided  by  the  surge  of  waters,  upset  and  completely 
uomerged  it.  The  fishermen  and  people  thereabouts  immediately  ran  to  the  spot  to  render 
assistance;  they  succeeded  in  rescuing  nine  of  the  soldiers,  but  Lieutenant  Kia,  with  the 
three  prisoners  and  some  petty  officers  and  the  master  of  the  boat,  were  all,  thirteen  in  num- 
,ber,  carried  down  by  the  current  anc^  drowned.  A  boat  was  instautlv  ordered  to  go  and 
search  for  them  by  dragging,  aod  they  succeeded  in  recovering  at  last  the  bodies  of  the  three 
foreigners  below  the  rapids,  where  also  afterwards  were  found  those  of  Lieutenant  Kia  with 
four  petty  officers  named  Chin  Fuh-tang,  Sung  Chun-yih,  Wang  I-Kin,  and  Hu  Fuh.  An 
inquest  was  held  over  the  bodies,  which  were  all  identified,  and  then  carefully  put  into  coffins. 

**  On  receiving  the  preceding,"  adds  the  superintendent  of  commerce,  **I  sent  a  special 
messenger  back  to  the  place  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  attending  the  upsetting  of  the 
boat  and  prisoners,  and  he  reports  that  it  was  all  as  had  been  described.  I  have  to  request, 
therefore,  that  the  usual  honors  bestowed  in  such  cases  be  conferred  on  Lieutenant  Kia  and 
the  others  named.  Chin,  Sung,  Wang,  and  Hu,  with  the  master  of  the  boat,  who  were 
drowned  while  on  duty,  according  to  their  ranks  and  merits.  I  shall  await  directions  from 
the  Foreign  Office  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  of  Burgevine  and  Crane." 

With  regard  to  this  case  of  Burgevine,  who  was  joining  the  rebels  near  Amoy,  I  (the  Prince) 
have  already  addressed  a  communication  to  your  excellency,  on  the  i6th  of  June,  stating 
therein  that  by  the  laws  of  China  he  deserved  to  suffer  capital  punishment.  In  your  reply 
you  stated  that  you  desired,  before  doing  anything  further,  to  report  the  particulars  of  the 
case  to  your  own  government,  how  the  man  had  disgraced  himself  by  joining  the  insurgents 
and  then  subsequently  stealing  back  into  China,  by  which  conduct  he  made  it  difficult  for 
his  own  country  longer  to  protect  him,  and  to  request  instructions  whether  it  would  be  proper 
to  yield  him  up  to  the  Chinese  authorities  to  deal  with  him.  At  a  personal  interview  it  was 
also  decided  that  meanwhile  he  was  to  be  kept  at  a  distance  from  the  seacoast. 

From  the  preceding  report  of  Li,  the  superintendent  of  commerce,  I  now  learn  that  in 
transferring  Bur^vine  and  other  prisoners  from  Fuhchau  the  boat  was  upset  in  the  district 
of  Lauki,  at  which  time  Lieutenant  Kia,  in  charge  of  them,  with  other  officers,  named  Chin 
Sung,  Wang,  and  Hu,  the  skipper  and  some  soldiers,  thirteen  persons  in  all,  were  drowned.* 
Burgevine  mmself  was  a  man  who,  by  his  frequent  connections  with  the  rebels,  had,  as  you 
formerly  remarked,  acted  so  as  to  lose  the  countenance  of  his  own  country.  It  would  have 
been  right,  therefore,  to  bave  regarded  him  as  amenable  to  the  laws  of  China ;  but  as  he  has 
now  met  faJs  death  by  the  upsettinor  of  the  boat  there  need  be  no  further  discussion  about  him. 

However,  with  regard  to  his  coffin,  which  still  remains  in  the  district  of  Lauki,  I  have  to 
inquire  whether  it  shall  be  buried  there  by  the  Chinese,  or  whether  you  have  any  directions 
to  give  respecting  its  disposal,  and  where  it  shall  be  taken  to  be  buried. 

iiifl  Excellency  S.  Wells  Williams, 

United  States  Chargi  d' Affaires,  Peking. 
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I. 

Mr,  Williams  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  up  the  United  States, 

Pekingi  September  4,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to'  acknowledge  the  despatch  of  yonr  imperial  highness,  in  which 
yon  inform  me  that  Burgevine  and  others  were  upset  in  a  boat  at  a  place  called  Hwnitan 
rapids,  on  the  26th  of  June,  by  a  gust  of  wind,  and  drowned.  His  comn  being  still  in  the 
distnct  of  Lauki,  you  inquire  whether  it  shall  be  buried  there,  or  whether  I  wish  it  to  be 
taken  elsewhere  for  ioterment. 

Burgevine,  although  he  had  followed  evil  practices,  was  still  an  American,  and  I  bejg^, 
therefore,  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  taken  by  the  people  of  Lauki  to  search  for 
his  body  and  put  it  in  a  coffin,  thereby  showing  their  kind  feelings.  In  answer  to  your  in- 
quiry as  to  its  disposal,  I  wish  it  to  be  taken  to  Ningpo  and  delivered  to  the  American  con- 
sul, who  will  attend  to  its  interment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highnesses  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  KUNG,  8fc.,  ^c,  8fe» 


Member$  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  Mn  Williams. 
[Translation.] 

Peking,  August  16,  1865. 

Sf R :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  12th  instant  the  following  report  was 
received  from  Governor  Li,  at  Shanghai : 

*'  On  the  26th  June  last  a  company  of  twenty  or  more  foreigners  at  Amoy  robbed  a  small 
money  shop  belonging,  or  near,  to  the  custom-house.  The  next  night  they  robbed  and  de- 
stroyed a  grocery  called  the  Paushing  shop,  shooting  one  of  the  men,  named  Chin  Kween,  and 
wounding  Pnng  King,  the  master  otthe  shop.  The  next  day  information  was  received  that 
twentv-one  foreigners  were  hidden  in  a  fiproc:-Bhop  behind  a  shed ;  whereupon  the  Chinese 
and  civil  military  officers  deliberated  with  Mr.  W.  the  acting  French  consul,  and  Ying  Ta 
Kwoh,  his  official  interpreter,  upon  the  best  course  to  be  taken,  and  he  had  the  whole  party 
arrested  at  night,  requesting  Mr.  Pedder,  the  English  consul,  to  send  some  of  his  constables 
to  assist  in  their  capture.  Fourteen  Frenchmen  and  four  Americans  were  seized,  (three  of 
the  number  escaping,)  who  were  presently  handed  over  to  be  examined  and  punished  by  the 
French  and  American  consuls  according  to  law.** 

This  report  likewise  requests  us  to  look  into  the  matter;  and  it  seems  to  us  very  plain  that 
these  foreign  vagabonds  infest  the  open  ports  and  cxinstantly  commit  evil,  greatly  to  the  in- 
ju^  alike  of  all  natives  and  foreigners  quietly  living  there. 

In  May  last  the  heads  of  all  the  native  hong^  and  shops  in  Amoy  nnited  in  a  joint  petition, 
requesting  their  rulers  to  concert  measures  with  the  consuls  to  have  all  foreigners  who  had 
no  ostensible  occupation  examined  and  deported  from  the  place.  The  authorities  accordingly 
first  consulted  with  Mr.  Pedder,  the  English  consul,  on  the  matter,  who  replied  that  ne 
would  immediately  inquire  into  the  cases  of  all  English  subjects,  who  should  ail  be  required 
immediately  to  depart. 

But  such  a  high-handed  outrage  as  that  committed  by  these  lawless  vagabonds  in  killing 
and  wounding  persons  is  too  grave  to  be  thus  passed  over,  and  happily  the  United  States 
consul  and  his  interpreter,  on  learning  where  the  miscreants  were  concealed,  aided  the  local 
authorities  as  far  as  they  could,  without  the  least  desire  to  screen  the  men.  Such  a  course 
of  action  is  very  just,  and  does  much  to  strengthen  our  amicable  relations.  We,  therefore^ 
send  your  excellency  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  eighteen  men  seized  at  this  time,  and  beg  you 
to  instruct  the  consul  at  Amoy  to  examine  those  brought  before  him  in  order  to  ascertain  par- 
ticularly which  was  the  murderer  of  Chin  Kween,  that  he  ma^  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law ;  and  further  hope,  too,  that  the  other  prisoners  will  be  punished  properly  according  to 
their  misdeeds.  They  shotdd  on  no  account  be  leniently  dismissed,  for  our  hope  is  that  by  a 
nroper  course  a  complete  stop  can  be  put  to  these  evils,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  well- 
disposed  persons  and  the  qaiet  of  the  region. 

While  we  are  writing  this  note  a  foreign  newspaper  has  come  from  Shanghai,  in  which  the 
following  statement  occurs : 

*^One  cannot  reckon  the  number  of  foreign  vagabonds  who  afe  at  present  prowling  aboat 
the  settlement.  Some  have  repeatedly  Ret  fire  to  buildings  and  robbed  by  night;  others  co 
so  far  as  to  fire  their  .pistols,  wounding  and  killine  people.  The  intendant  of  circuit  m 
Shanghai  has  informed  the  various  foreign  consuls  of  these  things,  requesting  them  to  exam- 
ine and  restrain  these  men  or  deport  them  all  to  their  respective  countries.  If  there  were  no 
funds  that  could  be  devoted  to  this  purpose,  he  proposed  to  riuse  means  by  subscription  to 
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aid  in  effecting  the  object,  and  thus  restore  quiet  The  foreign  consuls  had  a  meeting  upon 
the  subject,  and  replied  that  the  chief  source  of  anxiety  to  t-ne  intendant  at  Shanghai  was 
to  keep  bis  jurisdiction  in  a  quiet  state.  It  is  notorious  to  all  that  these  foreign  vagabonds 
rob  in  and  about  this  city  ana  elsewhere  to  the  great  discredit  of  all  foreigners  who  are  in- 
volved in  these  acts,  but  each  country  has  its  own  laws  by  which  these  men  can  be  suitably 
punished." 

We  may,  therefore,  further  observe  on  this  matter  that  wheii  foreigners  and  natives  live 
together  at  fhe  open  ports,  if  the  former  have  no  regular  occupation,  they  band  together  to 
plunder  and  stir  up  the  utmost  disorder.  To  seize  them  after  the-  crimes  ax»  committed 
causes  the  foreign  officers  and  people  much  trouble,  so  that  the  better  way  is  to  take  pre- 
ventive measures  and  nip  the  evil  in  the  bud.  The  intendant  at  Shanghai  is  always  fully 
sensible  of  the  evils  caused  by  the  vagabonds,  and  has  taken  suitable  and  effective  measures 
to  concert  with  the  consuls  to  repress  them.  But  we  are  further  desirous  that  you  will  advise 
the  American  consuls  elsewhere  to  take  speedy  and  decisive  measures  to  restrain  these  law- 
less men  from  going  about  committing  such  excesses,  and  we  have  the  sincerest  hope  that 
through  their  efforts  both  natives  and  foreigners  can  attend  to  their  own  affairs. 

While  sending  our  own  instructions  to  the  high  officers  at  Shanghai  and  the  provincial 
authorities  in  Fuh  Kien  to  do  all  they  can  to  stop  these  evils,  we  also  now  send  your  excel- 
lency this  note  of  information  with  our  respectful  salutations  and  compliments,  to  which  we 
shall  be  glad  to  get  a  reply. 

Cards  of    PAU-YUN, 

WAU-SIANG, 
T8UNG-LUN, 
TUNG  SIUEN, 
HAUG-KL 
S.  W.  Williams,  Esq., 

United  States  ChargS  d'Affairts. 

Names  of  the  four  Americans  (derived  from  the  sound  of  the  Chinese  characters)  are  Small, 
Jennings,  Smith,  and  Wycherly.  The  names  of  the  fourteen  Frenchmen  are  too  much  al- 
tered to  recognize. 


Mr.  HVliams  to  the  Members  of  the  Foreign  Cffiee. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  17,  1865. 

Sirs  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  vesterday,  in  which 
you  inform  me  that  on  the  26th  of  June  Ust  a  party  of  twenty  or  more  h)reigners  committed 
a  robbery  at  Amoy,  in  which  they  killed  and  wounded  some  natives,  and  that  fourteen  of 
them  had  been  turned  over  to  the  French  consul  and  four  to  the  American  consul  for  exami- 
nation and  punishment,  &c.,  &c. 

As  more  titan  a  month  has  elapsed  since  this  occurrence,  I  have  every  reason  to  conclude 
that  the  consuls  have  taken  all  proper  measures  to  learn  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  if  they 
were  able  to  ascertain  who  it  was  that  killed  Chin  Kween  he  will  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law,  and  the  others  be  suitably  punished.  There  will  be  no  improper  leniency  shown  to  the 
criminals. 

I  am  always  ready  to  join  in  every  effort  to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity  and  to  relieve 
the  fears  of  all  well-disposed  people,  and  shall,  therefore,  co-operate  to  the  best  of  my  power 
and  further  the  suggestions  made  in  your  note,  by  advising  the  American  consul  to  do  all 
that  he  can  to  carr^  them  out  and  put  a  stop  to  the  evils  caused  by  these  lawless  men. 

I  avail  myself  of  sending  this  reply  to  wish  you  daily  happiness,  and  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMa 

Pau-Yun  and  other  members  of  the  Foreign  Office, 

Peking. 


Mr.  WUliams  to  Mn  Seward. 

No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  October  5, 18C5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  translation  of  a  despatch  received  from  the 
foreign  office  relating  to  the  extension  of  the  privilege  accorded  to  vessels  trad- 
ing along  the  coast  of  China  to  those  which  ply  between  this  country  and 
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Japan  and  Saigon,  (the  onlj  port  yet  opened  in  French  Annara,)  of  paying 
tonnage  daes  once  in  four  months.  The  numher  of  steamers  now  running  regu- 
larly between  Shanghai  and  Japanese  ports  is  five,  but  the  trade  employs  many 
more  vessels ;  and  this  concession  will  he  an  advantage  to  a  score  or  two  of 
small  craft  plying  between  the  two  countries. 

I  forward  you  a  synoptical  report  of  the  foreign  trade  with  China  ^uring  the 
yMur  1864,  made  out  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  inspector  general  of 
customs,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  commerce  with  Ans 
^empire  than  has  before  been  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d*  Affaires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  TVashtngUm,  D,  C. 


Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  fVUliams, 

[Translation.  ] 

September  26,  1866,  (TcJNfiCHi4^  year,  8th  tnoon,  7th  day.) 
Prince  Kang,  chief  secretanr  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 
I  have  recent! J  consulted  with  M.  de  Bellouet,  French  charge  d*affaires,  respecting  a  mod- 
ification of  that  part  of  Article  XXII  of  the  treaty  with  France  which  relates  to  the  levying  of 
tonnage  dues,  and  have  settled  the  alterations  to  be  made  in  it    I  accordingly  now  encToet 
A  copy  of  the  amended  portion  of  the  article. 

It  has  been  decided  that  at  Ningpo  and  all  the  open  ports  north  of  it  the  regulation  shall 
come  into  effect  on  the  15th  of  October,  and  at  Fuhchan  and  parts  south  of  it  on  the  1st  of 
November  next. 
His  Excellency  8.  Wells  Williams, 

United  States  Charg6  d^  Affaires, 

ALTERATION  IN  ARTICLE  XZH  OF  THE  FRENCH  TREATY  WITH  CHINA. 

AHer  the  expiration  of  the  two  days  mcQtioned  in  Article  XX,  and  before  proceeding  to 
discharge  cargo,  every  French  merchant  vessel  shall  pay  tonnagtj  dues  in  the  following  man- 
ner: For  vessels  of  150  tons  measurement  and  over,  at  the  rate  of  four  mace  per  ton;  and 
for  vessels  under  150  tons  measuremeut,  at  the  rate  of  one  mace  per  ton.  Whenever  a  mer- 
chant vessel  is  about  to  leave  one  port  in  China  to  go  to  another  to  trade,  or  to  that  part  of 
Annam  now  under  French  rule,  or  to  any  port  in  Japan,  the  master  of  the  vessel  shall  report 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  customs,  who  shall  issue  a  special  certificate  of  the  date  of  the 
clearance ;  and  if  within  four  months  from  the  date  the  said  vessel  reaches  any  other  port  iu 
China,  she  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  tonnage  dues  again;  but  after  the  expiration  of  the 
four  months  they  shall  be  held  to  be  due.  Small  boats  and  vessels  under  the  French  flag, 
whether  they  are  decked  or  not,  under  150  tons  burden,  shall  likewise  pay  tonnage  dues 
once  in  four  months,  and  the  same  rule  shall  apply  to  all  Chinese  vessels  hired  by  French 
merchants  from  the  natives. 

The  above  shall  be  regarded  as  the  authorized  text  of  Article  XXII  of  the  French  treaty, 
in  all  that  relates  to  tonnage  dues,  and  the  original  form  shall  henceforth  be  regarded  as  noil . 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  October  6,  1865. 
Sir:  Since  tbe  date  of  my  despatch  No.  5,  I  have  received  Noa.  135  to  142, 
inclusive,  addressed  to  Mr.  Barliugame,  with  several  recent  proclamations  issued 
by  the  President,  and  notification  of  June  2,  from  the  State  Department,  re- 
specting passports.    All  their  directions  have  been  attended  to.    i<-^  t 

^         jitized  by  V^OOQIC 
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The  progress  of  the  inBurgents  in  the  south  of  Ohihii  province,  spoken  of  in 
that  despatch,  has  been  greatly  checked  by  the  decisive  measares  taken  by  the 
government.  The  banditti  have  retired  to  the  mountainous  regions  of  Honan, 
and  large  numbers  of  their  adherents  have  dispersed  among  the  population.  In 
such  risings  the  imperialists  often  cause  the  continuance  of  these  bands,  and  ag- 
gravate their  excesses,  by  the  harsh  measures  they  adopt  against  their  prisoners, 
whom  the  laws  sentence  to  death.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  plan  of  ex^ 
changing  prisoners,  and  quite  unable  to  detain  them  for  any  length  of  time,  the 
government  either  banishes  or  puts  them  to  death.  This  severity  provokes  re* 
taliatory  m<!asures  from  the  insurgents,  who  both  torture  and  kill  their  prison- 
ers ;  and  thus  the  barbarities  on  both  sides  provoke  and  prolong  the  evils  of 
misrule  and  brigandage. 

The  imperial  government  issued  directions  in  July  last  to  the  captain  gene- 
rals of  the  Manchu  Bannermen  and  other  officials,  to  apportion  unoccupied  lands 
among  the  poor  families  of  this  force,  and,  having  settled  them  upon  their  lots, 
to  withhold  all  pensions  in  future,  and  leave  them  to  their  own  efforts.  Those 
stationed  in  garrison  in  the  provinces  are  allowed  to  leave  their  banner  for  any 
pursuit  whatever  they  like,  and  every  privilege  belonging  to  native  Chinese  is 
allowed  to  them.  The  edict  is  apparently  the  first  Step  towards  completely  dis- 
banding this  large  body  of  idlers,  whose  inefficiency  has  been  proved  upon  many 
occasions,  and  whose  expense  is  becoming  intolerable.  The  numbers  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  new  regulations  are  not  great  in  tins  region;  but  as 
the  govejrnment  has  the  card  in  its  own  hand,  and  nothing  to  fear  from  a  rit«ing 
of  these  useless  idlers,  it  may  ere  long  take  more  decisive  measures,  withhold 
the  present  pittance  and  disband  the  garrisons.  The  number  of  Manchu  troops 
in  this  city  drilled  on  the  foreign  system  does  not  exceed  4,500  at  present,  with 
about  2,000  more  at  Tientsin ;  while  in  1825  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Manchu 
force  in  this  province  was  131,500  men,  and  including  their  families,  must  now 
exceed  200,000  people  supported  for  no  useful  purpose.  Though  it  would  be 
somewhat  hazardous,  and  even  cruel,  to  scatter  this  body  immediately,  the  edict 
now  issued  shows  that  its  dispersion  and  utilization  have  forced  itself  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  rulers. 

It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that  the  Russian  minister  has  lately  received  a 
telegraphic  apparatus  which  he  has  had  put  up  in  his  legation,  and  has  exhibited 
the  mode  of  operation  to  Prince  Kung  and  other  high  officials.  They  practiced 
the  transmission  of  short  sentences  in  Chinese,  and  the  Prince  aftervirards  ex- 
pressed himself  gratified  with  what  he  had  seen,  and  thanked  Mr.  Vlangaly  very 
politely  for  the  trouble  he  had  been  at  in  exhibiting  the  telegraph.  The  Chi- 
nese spoken  and  written  languages  are  poorly  adapted  for  conveying  messages 
by  telegraph,  but  experience  and  science  will  doubtless  be  able  to  overcome  the 
obstacles  of  numerous  dialects  and  puzzling  characters,  so  as  to  accurately 
transmit  messages  across  the  empire.  The  safety  of  the  wire  itself,  amid  a 
superstitious  and  ignorant  people,  is  likely  to  be  a  greater  obstacle  to  its  success. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
•  Charge  d' Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaihingUm,  D.  C  . 


Mr.  WiUiams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  10.]  LBGAtlON  OP  THE  UNITED  StaTES, 

Peking,  October  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letters  of  introduction  addressed 
to  Mr.  Burlingame,  dated  January  17,  and  brought  by  Messrs.  E.  C.  Tamter 
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and  F.  E.  Woodrnff;  also  a  circular  concerning  the  sentence  and  pnnisbment 
of  the  conspirators,  and  despatch  No.  145. 

The  young  gentlemen  reached  Peking  in  August,  and  were  received  by  Mr, 
Hart,  inspector  general  of  customs ;  they  will  remain  a  year  in  the  city  pursuing 
their.studies.  Last  year  Mr.  Hart  furnished  Mr.  Burlingame  with  a  general  ac» 
count  of  the  Chinese  revenue  service,  and  the  establishment  of  the  foreign  in- 
spectorate in  1860,  a  copy  of  which  I  believe  was  sent  you.  He  is  endeavoring 
gradually  to  make  the  service  so  cosmopolitan  that  the  treaty  powers  will  all 
feel  that  they  are  represented  in  its  members.  At  first  it  was  not  possible  to  do 
this  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  suitable  men.  Of  the  seventy-one  employ^ 
above  the  rank  of  tidewaiters  and  examiners,  there  are  forty-six  Englishmen, 
nine  Americans,  nine  Frenchmen,  five  Germans,  one  Dane,  and  one  Swiss,  dis- 
tributed at  fourteen  pdrts.  Last  vear  nine  persons  (four  English,  three  Ameri- 
cans, and  two  Oermans,)  resigned  or  died,  or  were  dismissed;  seven  new  ones 
were  employed,  and  next  year  seven  more  are  expected  to  arrive  from  France, 
Spain,  Russia,  and  England. 

When  the  fifteen  open  ports  are  supplied,  about  ninety  commissioners  and 
clerks  will  be  employed,  all  of  whom  will  ultimately  be  required  to  speak  and 
read  the  Chinese  language.  The  arrangement  includes,  besides  the  fifteen  com- 
missioners, five  chief  clerks,  and  four  classes  of  other  clerks,  numbering  respec- 
tively ten,  fifteen,  thirty,  and  thirty-five  persons  in  each,  all  of  whom  have  the 
prospect  of  promotion,  according  to  their  character,  qualifications,  and  time  of 
service. 

Mone  of  the  foreigners  in  the  customs  are  in  any  way  connected  with  their 
own  governments,  and  the  Chinese  authorities  here  and  in  the  provinces  are 
learning  to  look  upon  the  present  system  with  more  and  more  interest,  and  to 
appreciate  the  advantage  of  utilizing  western  leaminfir,  integrity,  and  skill  in  a 
service  found  to  be  too  tempting  f  jr  natives  to  carry  on  honestly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  (7. 


Charge  d*  Affaires. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  12.J  Lbqation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Peking,  October  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy,  marked  A,  of  a  printed  letter  from 
the  United  States  consul  general  at  Shanghai  upon  the  needs  of  the  United 
States  consulates  in  China,  and  respectfully  commend  the  same  to  your  careful 
attention.  Its  exhibition  of  these  needs  is  so  well  supported  by  facts  and 
explained  by  arguments  drawn  from  his  experience,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  be 
appreciated  ;  and  I  content  myself  with  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  last 
paragraphs. 

I  would,  however,  go  further  than  Mr.  Seward  has  done  in  paragraph  25, 
and  in  orfier  to  attain  the  end  of  securing  experienced  consular  officers,  recom- 
mend the  establishment  of  a  special  consular  service  for  China,  in  which  the 
junior  members  shall  become  competent  and  eligible  to  the  higher  posts  after 
they  have  learned  the  Chinese  language  and  had  some  training  in  the  consulates. 
The  need  of  competent  interpreters  has  been  so  often  brought  before  the  depart- 
ment that  I  am  afraid  of  wearying  by  repetition,  but  it  is  vital  to  the  efficiency 
of  our  consular  service  and  measurably  to  tbe  honor  of  our  nation ;  and  in  order 
to  get  these  interpreters  the  country  must  educate  them.     During  the  thirty-two 
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years  of  my  residence  in  China,  there  has  not  been  an  American  consnlar  officer, 
except  jonng  Mr.  Hyatt,  of  Amoy,  who  coold  read  or  speak  Chinese,  that  was 
not  or  had  not  been  connected  with  missions ;  and  the  ministers  sent  out  since 
1844  have  likewise  depended  on  the  same  class  of  people  for  their  translators. 
While  Holland,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  not  to  speak  of  greater  nations,  have  main- 
tained students  in  preparation  for  consular  duties,  our  officers  have  been  obliged  to 
depend  on  missionaries  as  translators-;  and  when  they  were  not  available,  to  hire 
half-instructed  natives,  whose  documents  and  speech  they  could  not  criticise,  or 
lastly  to  apply  to  English  or  French  interpreters  to  aid  them.  If  it  be  objected 
that,  as  there  is  no  pressing  need  of  interpreters  in  the  Levant,  there  should  be 
none  in  China,  the  difference  is  satisfactorily  explained  by  the  more  general 
ability  of  Turkish  officials  to  speak  the  French  or  Italian  languages,  and  they 
have  an  acquaintance,  too,  with  the  usages  of  European  nations. 

The  Chinese  officials,  however,  have  had  no  opportunity  to  learn  foreign 
languages,  and  know  very  little  of  the  laws  and  civilization  of  other  countries, 
so  that  everything  must  be  explained  through  their  own  language.  This, 
of  course,  throws  the  burden  of  such  duties  very  much  upon  the  later preter,  who 
should,  therefore,  form  one  of  the  consul's  staff.  But  in  order  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  the  interpreter  after  he  has  been  educated,  he  should,  I  think,  have  the 
prospect  of  promotion  and  an  adequate  salary ;  otherwise  no  one  can  be  expected 
to  remain  in  such  a  service  so  far  from  home  when  other  more  remunerative 
positions  are  open  to  him  after  he  has  acquired  the  language.  The  English, 
French,  Russian,  and  Dutch  governments  have  what  amounts  to  a  special 
service  for  China  and  Japan ;  and  some  of  the  English  consuls,  who  began  as 
students,  have  lived  in  this  country  over  twenty  years,  and  now  hold  the  highest 
posts.     One  of  them  is  now  British  minister  to  Japan. 

It  is  this  permanence,  which  brings  with  it  so  many  advantages  to  both  parties, 
that  I  wish  to  secure  to  our  own  country  by  raising  up  similarly  well-trained' 
servants.  It  must  be  apparent  to  yourself  that  the  constant  changing  of  consuls 
in  this  country  must  result  in  disadvantages  that  do  not  ensue  in  other  countries, 
where  they  exercise  no  executive  and  judicial  authority.  We  weaken  our 
national  character  with  the  Chinese  rulers,  who  have  little  personal  knowledge 
of  consuls  who  only  remain  a  year  or  two  in  office,  and  with  whom  they  can 
never  converse  directly.  This  disadvantage  reacts  upon  the  consul,  who  feels 
his  isolation,  and  consequently  takes  less  interest  in  a  people  from  whom  he  is 
thus  shut  out,  and  with  whose  officers  he  is  usually  in  a  state  of  chronic  dissat- 
isfaction. The  changes  not  unfrequently  injure  the  standing  of  the  consular 
office  in  the  estimation  of  Americans  themselves,  who  often  have  more  knowl- 
edge of  the  Chinese  people  and  usages  than  a  new  comer,  who,  it  may  be,  has 
come  from  Milwaukie  or  St.  Louis  to  act  as  their  judge  and  representative,  with- 
out any  previous  preparation.  The  changes  are  more  rapid  when  the  consul  is 
a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house,  and  the  disrepute  of  the  service  and  country  is 
greater  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese,  who  have,  as  you  are  aware,  strenuously 
objected  to  their  employ.  The  remedy  for  these  things  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
special  service  of  educated  men  who  are  desirous  of  maintaining  their  country's 
character. 

The  treaties  with  China,  Japan,  and  Siam  have  really  constituted  as  many 
governments  over  our  citizens  living  in  those  countries ;  and  theie  governments, 
as  Mr.  Seward  well  remarks,  are  exercised  in  the  midst  of  a  doz^n  different 
power8,  each  with  its  own  code  and  corps  of  officers.  In  China  our  obligation 
to  maintain  this  authority  over  our  citizens  is  becoming  more  and  more  presi5in^ 
and  practical.  A  case  in. point  occurred  at  Amoy  a  few  months  ago,  which 
may  be  quoted  to  illustrate  this,  the  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  enclosures 
B  and  C.  When  the  number  of  Americans  was  few,  and  all  were  occupied  with 
regular  business,  the  consul  had  not  much  trouble ;  but  latterly  the  opening  of 
this  country  and  its  internal  disturbances  have  attracted  lawless  men.     More 
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are  likely  to  come  when  steamers  begin  to  ran  to  Galifomia,  and  there  is  risk 
of  the  present  system  breaking  down  for  want  of  power,  as  the  native  officials 
afford  little  help  in  keeping  the  peace. 

I  see  no  reason  why  a  service  like  the  one  here  sketched  should  not  work 
harmoniously  when  the  official  relations  between  its  members  have  been  defined 
by  the  department,  and  it  would  then  have  the  regularity  and  strength  of  a 
government,  which  it  is  desirable  it  should  really  be,  and  its  members  be  able 
to  manage  the  difficult  questions  arising  with  the  Chinese  and  other  nationalities. 

I  see  nothing  in  Mr.  Seward's  letter  to  modify,  except  that  I  think  he  has 
estimated  the  annual  cost  at  too  small  a  sum  for  efficiency.  He  has  well 
arranged  the  scheme  of  present  salaries ;  but,  of  course,  if  pupils  are  sent  out  to 
learn  the  language  before  going  into  the  consulates,  their  pay  must  be  higher 
than  he  has  stated  the  amount  for  interpreters  in  table  3.  However,  as  my 
plan  is  intended  to  be  a  development  of  his,  and  proposes  to  appoint  students  who 
are  afterwarde  to  be  consuls,  the  number  of  years  which  must  elapse  before  they 
will  be  available  renders  it  highly  desirable  to  adopt  his  plan  as  the  best  thing 
which  can  now  be  done.  Mr.  Seward  has  had  unequalled  opportunities  for 
learning  the  working  and  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  his  figures  and 
statements  bring  the  whole  subject  before  you  in  a  practical  shape. 

With  these  remarks,  I  again  commend  his  letttr  to  your  consideration,  and 
beg,  also,  to  refer  to  Mr.  Burlingame's  despatch,  (No.  16,)  which  touches  upon  the 
same  general  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d' AJairei, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington,  D.  C, 


B. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Williams. 
[Translation.] 
TUNGCHI,  Ath  year,  8/A  moon,  6th  day — (September  25,  1865.) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  sends  a  communica- 
tion: 

On  the  20th  instant  I  received  the  following  report  from  the  goremor  of  Fuhkien : 

•*0n  the  17th  of  July  last  a  man  named  Ho  Chulan,  master  of  the  shop  named  Yuen- 
ehun,  situated  in  one  of  the  wards  of  Amoy,  saw  a  row  between  Lin,  a  costermonger  oppo- 
site his  shop,  and  an  American  named  Pih-chau,  (Kurchaw,)  who  had  bought  something, 
and  was  breaking  things  near  him,  and  went  over  to  appease  the  parties,  when,  suddenly, 
he  was  set  upon  by  about  twenty  armed  and  drunken  men,  who  fobbed  and  broke  up  lus 
own  shop,  and  carried  off  a  man  named  Ho  Fah  from  the  shop  as  their  prisoner. 

**The  suii-prefect  immediatelv  informed  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Irwiu,  that  he  might 
take  prompt  measures  to  restrain  such  proceedings,  and  liberate  the  man  and  punish  his 
captors ;  and  then  went  himself  to  the  ward  to  order  the  shop-keepers  to  resume  their  busi- 
ness as  usual.  But  Mr.  Irwin,  after  setting  Ho  Fah  at  liberty,  never  punished  one  of  th« 
foreigners  who  had  made  the  disturbance,  nor  even  examined  them. 

•*The  former  American  consuls  at  Amoy,  Mr.  Hyatt  and  Mr.  Bradford,  were  efficient  offi- 
cers, who  co-operated  in  keeping  the  peace ;  but  since  Mr.  Irwin  has  taken  charge,  for- 
eigners like  these  have  not  been  restrained.  He  is  an  old  man,  unacquainted  with  public 
affairs,  and  these  rowdies,  having  no  respect  or  fear  of  him,  go  through  the  streetd  and 
markets  armed  with  guns  or  knives,  making  disturbances  and  plundering,  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  all  orderly  traders.*' 

I  may  obbcrve,  in  reference  to  the  above  report,  that  when  men  are  bold  enough  to  go 
through  the  streets  in  open  day,  creating  the  utmost  disturbance  among  the  people,  and 
plundering  their  shops,  even  going  so  far  as  to  carry  off  a  man  by  force,  and  showing  utter 
disregard  of  the  law,  the  consul  is  bound  to  take  measures  to  punish  delinquents  as  a  warn 
ing  to  others.  But  in  this  instance  Mr.  Irwin  simply  had  the  man  Ho  Fah  released,  and 
never  tried  or  punished  one  of  the  foreigners  who  had  caused  the  disturbance  and  led  to 
ih«  shopmen  closing  their  doors  and  suspending  busiiiesn,  as  the  treaty  required  him  to  do. 
If  severer  measuie»  are  not  adopted,  disturbances  will  in  future  be  still  more  difficult  to 
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quell ;  and  I  now,  therefore,  inform  yonr  excellency  of  the  governor's  report,  so  that  yon  may 
eujoin  on  Mr.  Irwin  to  arrest  and  try  these  men  who  created  disturbance,  and  by  no  means 
to  let  them  off  without  adequate  punishment.    As  this  is  important,  I  now  send  this  oom- 
muni  cation. 
H.  E.  S.  WELL8  Williams, 

Charge  d*  Affaires  of  ihe  United  States. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  September  28,  1865. 

Sir  t  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  highnesses  despatch  of  the  25th  instant,  in 
which  you  inform  me  **  that  the  governor  of  Fuukicn  complains  that,  when  in  Anioy,  an 
American  named  Pih-cbau  attacked  a  Chinese  named  Ho  Chu-Iau,  on  the  17th  of  last  July, 
for  interfering  to  prevent  a  row,  and  with  twenty  armed  and  drunken  foreigners  robbed  his 
•hop  and  carried  off  Ho  Fah,  one  of  his  assistants,  as  their  prisoner ;  and  that  when  the 
sub-prefect  informed  Mr.  Irwin,  the  American  consul,  of  the  case,  he  merely  had  Ho  Fah 
set  at  liberty,  but  never  exaraiued  or  punished  one  of  the  foreigners  who  had  caused  the 
disturbance ;  and,  lastly,  that  Mr.  Irwin  is  an  old  man,  ignorant  of  public  busuiess.  one 
whom  the  foreigners  do  not  at  all  fear  or  respect,  so  that  by  thoir  excesses  the  trade  of  the 
port  is  much  interfered  with,"  d&c,  &c. 

On  perusing  this  despatch  it  occurred  to  me  that  when  Mr.  Bradford  was  consul  at  Amoy 
the  number  ot  foreigners  there  who  had  no  employment  was  small,  while,  since  the  recap- 
ture of  Chang-chau  from  the  rebels,  a  large  number  of  such  men  have  been  skulking  about 
in  that  region.  It  is  not,  therefore,  because  Mr.  Irwin  is  now  consul  that  they  have  no 
respect  for  the  o£Sce  and  do  not  fear  him.  But  why  need  the  governor  of  Fuhkien,  in 
speaking  ot  the  affairs  of  Amoy  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  be  conducted 
according  to  treaty  stipulations,  go  out  of  his  way  to  remark  that  **  Consul  Irwin  is  an  old 
man,  who  is  ignorant  of  public  business  ?**  Such  remarks  injure  the  good  will  and  courtesy 
which  should  ever  be  mamtained. 

That  foreigners  should  be  goine  about  with  arms,  robbing  in  open  day,  and  making  pris- 
oners of  shopmen,  as  the  despatch  under  reply  mentions  has  been  done  in  Amoy,  showing 
that  they  have  no  fear  of  law,  and  yet  none  of  them  be  arrested  or  punished,  cannot  be  hvli' 
fered.  I  will  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  affair,  and  as  soon  as  I  learn  the  ,true  facts 
respecting  it  I  will  further  inform  your  highness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highness's  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Eung,  ^c,  See.,  8fe. 


Mr.  O.  F.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

statement  of  the  needs  op  the  united  states  consulates  in  china. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Shanghai,  September  16,  1865. 

Sir:  Phad  at  first  intended  to  send  a  statement,  similar  to  the  one  I  now  address  to  you, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  matter  is  one  in  which  you  expressed  much  interest  when 
we  were  consulting  about  it  here,  and  it  was  concluded  that  I  should  hand  the  statement  to 
you,  and  that  you  should  bring  ii  to  notice  in  the  appropriate  quarters.  Such  course  I  find 
to  be  the  more  desimble  since  my  time  will  allow  me  to  do  no  more  than  offer  a  summary  of 
what  I  wish  to  say,  and  siuce  many  things  may  be  explained  by  you,  or  urged  by  you  with 
greater  force,  than  by  me.  If,  moreover,  tliis  may  be  considered  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  interest  which  you  have  heretofore  taken  in  consular  matters  in  China,  and  of  the  con- 
sideration which  you  have  extended  to  the  consuls,  it  will  serve  another  purpose  which  Will 
be  gratifying  to  me. 

The  statement  is  designed  to  point  out  what  appropriations  by  the  government  are  needed 
immediately  in  order  that  the  consulates  may  be  made  comparatively  effective.  It  is  offered 
with  some  degree  of  confidence  as  founded  upon  my  experience  in  Shanghai  for  four  years, 
two  as  consul  and  two  as  consul  general. 

In  the  outset  I  will  touch  upon  the  inadequacy  of  existing  provisions,  and  upon  the  basis 
of  my  recommendations.  I  will  then  offer  my  recommendations,  successively,  concerning 
the  appropriations  needed  for  consuls,  for  clerks,  for  interpreters,  for  jails,  and  for  offices. 
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Remarks  concerning  the  inadequacy  of  existing  provi$ion$. 

Ist.  In  1856  there  were  five  ports  in  China  at  which  foreignora  were  at  liberty  to  reside 
aiid  to  carry  on  trade.  Congress  in  that  year  made  certain  prorisions  for  the  salaries  of 
consuls,  and  in  1860  certain  proyisions  for  jails  and  marshals  at  those  ports,  as  shown  in 
table  No.  1,  appended. 

2d.  Meanwhile,  the  progress  of  foreign  commerce  has  been  yery  marked.  As  an  illostra- 
tion  it  may  be  noted  that  mere  are  now  seyenteen  open  ports,  and  that  foreigners  haye  ac- 
cess, under  a  system  of  passports,  to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  In  1856  the  yaiue  of  the  trade 
of  Shanghai  (exclusiye  of  opium)  was  $^28,056,586  94  ;  in  1864,  |70,411,865,  and  the  trade 
at  this  port,  as  that  of  a  commercial  centre,  indicates  fairly  the  general  tendency. 

3d.  Since  1860  the  proyision  for  one  of  the  old  ports,  Ningpo,  has  been  taken  away,  and 
salaried  consuls  proyided  for  two  other  ports,  Swatow  and  Cninkiang. 

Nothing  more  nas  been  done,  excepting  that  the  appropriations  for  interpreters,  &c.,  haye 
been  shifted  around  according  to  the  exigencies  oi  the  service.  The  proyisions  as  they 
now  stand  are  shown  in  table  No.  % 

4th.  Starting  with  the  assumption  that  the  original  proyisions  were  judicionsly  made,  it 
remains  only  to  compare  tables  Nos.  1  and  2,  to  enforce  the  conclusion  that  existing  appro- 
priations are  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate. 

This  demonstation  of  a  yery  important  point  is  perhaps  as  clear  as  I  could  make  it  by 
entering  into  an  array  of  statistics.  If  such  be  wanted,  the  archives  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment will  be  found  to  contain  them  in  an  available  form. 

Remarks  concerning  the  basis  of  the  recommendations  about  to  be  made. 

5th.  Without  expressing  a  high  degree  of  admiration  for  the  schedule  of  1856,  I  may  say 
that  it  is  at  all  events  valuable  as  indicating  the  rate  of  pay  which  has  been  given  heretofore 
to  the  consuls  in  China. 

That  this  is  not  too  high,  I  might  bring  a  mass  of  evidence  to  show ;  bnt  the  simple  fact 
that  at  such  rate  the  government  has  had  difficulty  in  keeping  the  consulates  filled,  will  be 
more  suggestive  than  anything  else  which  can  be  offered.  Of  the  four  consuls  sent  to  China 
at  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration,  I  was  the  only  one  who  found  a  regular 
officer  to  relieve,  and,  of  the  four,  I  am  the  only  one  who  has  remained  here.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  enter  into  any  statement  of  the  peculiar  duties  of  con.suls  in  China,  or  of  the  high 
rates  of  living  and  other  expenses  here,  or  of  the  nature  of  the  climate  at  the  ports,  points 
concerning  wnich,  moreover,  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  yon  will  be  able  to  speak  with  all 
requiKite  force. 

6th.  There  are  certain  anomalies,  however,  in  the  original  schedule  which  I  propose  to 
avoid.  Thus,  this  may  be  laid  down  as  a  certainty,  that  a  consulate  in  China  without  the 
means  of  communication  with  tlie  Chinese,  or  without  a  bailiff  to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
court,  or  a  lockup  for  offenders,  is  an  absurdity.  It  is  because  we  have  had  too  many  such 
consiilates  that  we  have  found  the  evil-doers  in  China  patronizing  the  American  name.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  avoid  leaving  any  of  the  offices  without  the  means  of  communication 
witn  the  Chinese,  or  without  constables  and  lockups,  as  was  done  under  the  schedule  of 
1856.  And  I  propose,  also,  to  adapt  means  to  the  ends  to  be  accomplished  better  than  was 
done  in  that  schedule.  Thus  it  was  not  exactly  logical  to  supply  some  of  the  offices,  each 
with  a  marshal  at  $1,000  a  year,  and  a  jail  at  $600,  allowing  only  $800  for  wages  of  jail- 
keeper  and  cost  of  providing  for  prisoners  ;  which  is,  in  effect,  as  $600  is  but  fair  pay  for  a 
keeper,  granting  $200  for  the  cost  of  providing  for  prisoners,  ag^iinst  $2,200  for  arresting, 
lodging,  and  watching  them. 

7th.  With  such  changes  as  are  manifestly  desirable  on  the  score  of  efficiency  and  economy, 
I  shall,  however,  make  my  schedule  simply  a  development  of  the  origpinal  schedule.  This  I 
do  with  the  object  of  securing  more  readily  the  assistance  which  is  needed  immediately ;  for 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  thought  to  declare  that  such  assistance  will  afford  us  more  tl^u  a  com- 
paratively efficient  consular  establi:)hment  here.  There  are  radical  faults  in  our  system 
which  even  now  are  recognized  and  must  soon  be  remedied. 

8th.  To  render  clear  the  method  I  have  pursued  in  developing  the  original  schedule,  I  have 
arranged  the  ports  in  schedule  No.  2  in  classes. 

This  arrangement  indicate.**  approximately  the  relative  importance  of  the  ports  in  a  commer- 
cial point  of  view,  but  it  is  designed  particularly  to  indicate  the  relative  needs  of  the  consulates. 
Thus,  as  commercial  cities,  neither  Ningpo  nor  Chiukiang  would  deserve  to  be  ranked  be- 
iojre  Kiukiaug ;  yet,  owing  to  circumstances  of  location,  Ningpo  as  near  Shanghai  and  a 
favorite  resort  for  bad  characters,  and  Chiukiang  as  the  lowermost  port  of  the  Yangtze  river, 
they  need  more  effective  consular  establishments.  I  may  remark  that  I  have  omitted  entirely 
five  ports,  which  are  yet  of  too  incon-siderable  importance  to  warrant  the  reconmiendation  of 
any  expenditure  on  their  account.    This  brings  me  to 

Remarks  concerning  the  appropriations  needed  for  the  salaries  of  chief  consular  officers. 
9th.  For  the  salary  of  the  consul  general  at  Shanghai  should  be  appropriated  $7,500. 
The  justice  of  this  recommendation  may  be  seen,  partially,  by  a  comparison  of  the  commer- 
cial importance  of  the  port  with  that  of  various  other  leading  ports  of  the  world,  as  in- 
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dlcated  so  far  as  concerns  ns  now,  witli  some  degree  of  accuracy  in  the  consular  reports  of 
the  arrivals  of  American  vessels.  The  following  is  prepared  from  the  book  of  commercial 
relations  for  1862,  showing  the  arrivals  for  the  year  ended  September  30,  1862 : 

At  Shanghai , -.771  vessels. 

At  Calcutta f. 108  vessels. 

At  Havre 181  vessels. 

At  Havana 595  vessels. 

At  Rio  Janeiro 156  vessels. 

At  London No  report. 

At  Liverpool 789  vessels. 

The  salaries  given  are :  At  Shanghai,  $4,000 ;  at  Calcutta,  $5,000 ;  at  Havre,  Havana,  and 
Rio  Janeiro,  $6,000 ;  at  London  and  Liverpool,  $7,500.  In  this  connection  I  have  to  remind 
you  of  a  letter  from  the  merchants  of  Shanghai  transmitted  by  you  to  the  Department  of 
State  in  1863. 

10th.  My  recommendations  for.  the  ports  of  classes  2  and  3  are,  for  the  former  $4,000,  and 
for  the  latter  $3,000  a  year.  This  is  so  manifestly  fair,  having  in  view  the  old  schedule,  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  offer  any  remarks. 

11th.  For  the  ports  of  class  4  we  should  hardly  be  able  to  secure  salaried  officers,  who 
would  be  likely  to  be  useful  and  peimanent,  at  a  less  rate  of  pay  than  I  have  recommended 
for  the  consuls  of  class  3.  Under  existing  circumstances,  so  great  an  outlay  would  not  be 
desirable.  I  should  therefore  recommend  the  government  to  trust  to  merchant  consuls  at 
those  points  for  the  present,  granting  to  them,  however,  a  certain  amount  of  assistance  which 
will  be  pointed  out^further  on,  (vide  paragraphs  16  and  21.) 

Remarks  eonctrning  appropriatians  for  consular  clerks. 

12th.  I  may  remark  that  my  recommendations  do  not  contemplate  the  appointment  of 
special  clerks  for  China,  and  that  I  shall  leave  in  your  hands  the  very  important  subject  of 
the  appointment  of  student  interpreters.  An  allotment,  for  immediate  service  in  China,  of 
three  of  the  thirteen  clerks  already  provided  for  by  Congress,  might  not  be  considered  exces- 
sive, and  if  such  allotment  should  be  made,  the  disposal  of  them  might  justly  be  made  as 
shown  in  the  schedule.  The  assistance  which  may  be  received  from  the  interpreters  at  the 
ports  of  class  2,  (vide  paragraph  14,)  will  perhaps  suffice  for  a  few  years  yet,  and  at  the  ports 
of  class  3  there  is  hardly  suflGtcient  work  to  be  done  beyond  the  abilities  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers to  render  it  necessary  to  allow  clerks.  Lest  there  may  stand  an  appearance  of  selfish- 
ness in  my  recommendation,  I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  referreato  in  paragraph  9. 

Remarks  concerning  the  appropriations  needed  for  interpreters  and  cost  of  interpretations. 

13th.  For  the  salary  of  the  interpreter  at  Shanghai  I  recommend  the  appropriation  of 
$2,500.  His  duties  are  extensive  and  difficult.  You  are  aware  that  he  acts  as  an  assessor  in 
the  Chinese  courts  in  cases  where  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  concerned  in  actions, 
civil  or  criminal,  against  Chinese.  By  local  regulations,  his  dissent  from  the  judgment  of 
the  magistrate  gives  the  complainant  the  right  of  appeal,  and  the  dissent  of  the  consul  in  the 
higher  court  gives  the  right  of  appeal  again  to  the  high  authorities  at  Peking. 

The  interpreter  now  sits  with  the  magistrate  twice  (*ach  week,  and  usually  a  large  portion  of 
the  day  is  tnus  consumed.  It  is  his  duty  also  to  conduct  preliminary  examinations  in  cases 
of  complaints  made  by  Chinese  against  our  own  people.  He  must  attend  the  court  on  trial 
of  like  cases,  and  whenever  there  are  native  witnesses  to  be  examined.  All  these  duties,  in 
addition  to  those  of  conducting  the  correspondence  with  the  native  officials,  quite  fill  up  the 
time  of  the  present  excellent  officer.  The  manner  in  which  such  work  shall  be  performed 
will  always  eo  far  to  determine  the  nature  of  our  relations  with  the  authorities. 

14th.  At  the  ports  of  class  2  I  recommend  that  provisions  should  be  made  for  commissioned 
interpretors  at  the  old  rate  of  $1,500  a  year  each.  The  time  and  services  of  these  interpret- 
ers should  be  consiJered  as  belonging  to  the  government,  and  they  should  be  instructed  to 
assist  the  chief  consular  officer  in  such  duties  as  he  may  assign  to  them.  In  case  of  the 
sickness  or  absence  of  the  chief  officer,  they  should  assume  charge  of  the  consulate  until  the 
receipt  of  instructions  from  the  consul  general.  With  sach  duties  the  above  rate  of  pay  may 
be  considered  as  the  very  lowest  which  should  be  given. 

15th.  For  the  ports  of  class  3,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  appoint  full  salaried  interpreters, 
and  the  course  which  I  recommend  is  to  fix  specific  allowances  for -the  cost  of  interpretations, 
which  may  be  drawn  against  by  the  several  consuls  as  may  be  necessary.  I  have  estimated 
that  $750  a  year  for  each  port  would  suffice.  So  much  might  not  in  fact  be  required,  but  I  think 
that  the  scale  may  very  well  be  fixed  according  to  my  recommendation.  The  accounts  of 
the  consuls  would  be  liab'e  to  be  checked  in  this  office,  and,  of  course,  to  audit  at  the 
treasury.     Disproportioned  outlays  would  vevr  readily  point  out  abuses. 

16th.  For  the  ports  of  class  4  I  recommend  the  allowance  of  $500,  under  this  head  in  each 
case.  The  foregoing  remarks,  mutatis  miUandiSi  will  also  apply  here.  It  may  bo  questioned 
whether  an  allowance  for  an  interpreter  should  be  granted  to  a  merchant  consul,  and  such 
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conrse  is  certainl  j  not  sanctioned  by  tbe  eastern  in  otber  countries.  But  a  rery  exceptional 
state  of  affairs  exists  bere.  A  consnl  in  Cbina  who  has  anything  at  all  to  do, will  find  it  neces- 
sary to  communicate  with  the  native  authorities.  Theee  officials  are  numerous,  and  talk  and 
write  excessively.  A  merchant  consul  must  have  a  degree  of  patience  to  listen  to  them  at  all, 
and  a  still  greater  degree  of  disinftrested  benevolence  to  pay  out  of  his  bwn  funds  for  all  the 
talk  and  writing  about  matters  which  do  not  concern  him  as  an  individual,  but  which,  not 
unfrequently,  may  merit  his  careful  attention  as  a  consul.  I  think,  therefore,  that  you  will 
approve  this  recommendation. 

Remarks  concerning  approprioHons  needed  to  defray  expen$e$  for  eonstabletrand  care  of  offenders 

in  China. 

17th.  It  seems  desirable  to  make  the  appropriations  for  constables,  for  rentals  of  jails,  for 
care  of  offenders,  &c.,  under  one  general  head,  rather  than  to  divide  them  as  heretofore  into 
unwieldy  parts.  The  consuls  may  then  draw  against  their  several  allotments  for  such  pur- 
poses of  the  kind,  and  to  such  extent  as  may  prove  to  be  necessary. 

18th.  lu  this  way  one  source  of  expense  will  be  done-  away  with — the  marshals.  The 
only  useful  men  of  the  kind  who  have  oeen  appointed  heretofore  have  been  selected  on  the 
spot.  The  persons  who  have  been  sent  from  home  at  much  expense  have  either  found  the 
service  distasteful,  or  proven  unfit  for  its  peculiar  duties.  The  amounts  given  to  such  officers 
would,  under  the  arrangement  I  propose,  defray  the  total  expense  for  constables,  &c.,  likely 
to  be  incurred  at  the  respective  ports,  excepting  Shanghai,  to  which  they  are  now  allotted. 

19th.  I  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  general  prison  for  United  States  convicts  in 
China,  at  ShaD|^hai.  Such  prison  would  be  more  economical,  relatively,  and  more  secure, 
than  the  petty  jails  which  must  otherwise  be  established.  This  would,  be  true  for  obvious 
reasons.  Shanghai  seems  to  be  the  appropriate  point  for  it,  as  it  is  central  and  in  more  fre- 
quent communication  with  the  other  ports. 

20th.  The  amount  required  to  support  the  funeral  prison  would  be,  say,  $10,000  a  vear, 
to  cover  rental,  hire  of  keepers,  transportation  of  prisoners,  cost  of  lood,  fuel,  clothing, 
medical  attendance,-  &c.  Tnat  this  large  sum  is  not  excessive  will  be  indicated  by  my  state- 
ment that  for  the  year  ended  80th  June  last,  the  expense  of  the  jail  in  use  at  this  port,  not 
including  marshal's  salary,  was  (4,066  94.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  a  general  prison 
would  probably  range  from  50  to  100.  The  rental  might  be  set  down  at  |2,000  a  year,  and 
the  wages  of  keepers  at  $2,000  more,  leaving,  say,  $6,000  to  defray  general  expenses  and 
cost  of  transporting  of  prisoners.  The  letter  outlays  should  be  paid  here  on  the  certificates 
of  the  consuls  sendmg  them  forward. 

21  St.  At  most  yf  the  ports  it  would  not  be  found  necessary  to  rent  and  support  special  jails, 
as  those  of  other  nationalities  might  be  used  for  the  temporary  confinement  of  criminals. 
For  each  of  the  ports  of  class  2,  $7,000 ;  for  those  of  class  3,  $750 ;  and  for  those  of  class  4, 
$500  a  year  would  probably  cover  necessary  expenses.  It  may  be  readily  determined  firom 
year  to  year  whether  such  allowances  will  be  satisfactory. 

Remarks  concerning  appropriations  needed  to  drfray  expenses  for  ratals  of  offices, 

22d.  My  recommendation  is  to  allow  an  amount,  not  to  exceed  ten  per  centum,  on  the  sala- 
ries of  all  the  commissioned  officers  in  each  office.  I  think  this  will  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  the  act  of  1856,  (vide  section  22d.)  In  commercial  consulates  the  consul  and  one  or  two 
clerks,  perhaps,  compose  the  whole  force  of  the  establishment.  Here,  where  the  chief  officer 
is  to  be  accomodated,  and  an  interpreter,  and  a  constable,  and  perhaps  .one  or  more  clerks, 
and  actions  at  law  are  to  be  heard,  roomy  offices  are  very  essential. 

Remarks  in  review. 

23d.  The  total  amount  of  my  recommendations  for  all  branches  of  the  consular  establish- 
ment in  China  is  $68,650,  or  an  average  for  twelve  ports  of  $5,720  83.  The' amount  of  the 
original  appropriations  for  the  five  ports  was  $1^,350,  or  an  average  of  $6,670. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  I  may  claim  that  my  schedule  looks  to  a  comparatively  economical 
establishment.  It  may  bo  additional  evidence  on  this  point  to  state  the  fact  that  the  cost  of 
the  British  consular  establishment  at  this  port  alone  is  at  least  $75,000  per  year,  or  more  than 
the  outlay  which  I  recommend  for  all  China. 

24th.  1  might  leave  my  subject  here,  but  I  wish  to  add  a  word  upon  a  point  which  should 
be  spoken  of  in  season  and  out  of  season.  I  mean  the  practice  which  has  heretofore  peri- 
odically ejected  from  the  consulates  the  men  who  have  been  in  them  just  long  enough,  per- 
haps, to  understand  fairly  the  duties  of  their  positions.  I  would  be'  glad  to  have  Congress, 
secure  the  opinion  upon  this  head  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  who  has  charge  of 
the  greater  portion  of  the  consular  accounts.  It  may  be  suggestive  to*leam  from  him  how 
many  consuls  make  up  their  accounts  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  form,  and  of  such  how  long 
they  were  in  learning  this  elementary  part  of  their  work.  He  may,  alsd,  perhaps,  state  i^- 
proximately  the  average  term  for  whicn  consuls  remain  in  office. 

*  And  if  it  be  the  case,  as  I  think  it  will  be  found,  that  but  very  few  of  the  consuls  manage 
this  part  of  their  work  satisfactorily,  a  very  pertinent  commentaty  is  afforded  regarding  tfie 
manner  in  which  they  are  likely  to  manage  their  duties  of  a  more  responsible  character. 
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^tli.  Bat  if  it  b€|f  desirable  to  hare  experienced  cooBular  officers  g^nerall^,  how  much  more 
are  they  needed  in  ^)antrie8  where  the  United  States  holds  an  intercurrent  jorisdiction  7  If  it 
«honld  be  said  that  our  ^ovemraent  has  planted  in  China,  for  instance,  several  colonies,  our  peo- 
ple would  apprehen^  the  significance  oi  the  statement.  This  is,  in  effect,  what  has  been  done, 
and  yet  the  machinery  of  government  which  has  been  provided  has  been  given  without  a 
full  appreciation  of  ^ihe  fact.  And  a  more  intricate  system  than  the  one  which  has  grown  up 
can  hardly  be  imaglbed.  Here  are  colonies,  so  to  speak,  of  at  least  a  dozen  different  powers, 
each  with  its  own 'code  and  .corps  of  officers.  Out  of  the  intercourse  between  these  and  of 
all  with  the  imperiai  authorities  often  grow  questions  which  might  test  the  abilities  of  the 
most  clear-headed  Jurist,  and  which  certainly  do  try  the  good  nature  and  good  sense  of  those 
who  have  to  deal  with  them. 

26th.  I  have  wt  gpoken  concerning  the  need  of  officers  familiar  with  the  language  of  the 
country.  You  ha'^  taken  up  the  point  in  your  excellent  recommendations  concerning  a 
college  at  Pekine,  Jhd  it  is  nc^  necessary  for  me  to  add  anything  except  in  the  tenor  of  Ine 
foregoing  remarks.;.  Is  a  man  so  educated  likely  to  enter  the  service,  or  to  remain  in  it, 
when,  after  perfec^t^g  himself  in  its  duties,  some  stranger  may  at  any  moment  usurp  the 
place  which  shoulcLiSll  to  him  1  To  some  not  dependent  upon  the  service,  and  certain,  at 
feast,  of  acquiring  yi  It  valuable  experierfce,  and,  perhaps,  rapid  promotion,  or  urged  by  a 
desire  to  be  useful  to  their  country,  this  very  disorganization  may  have  its  recommendations, 
but  this  will  not  bcL  the  case  with  many.  Indeed,  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  secure  intelli- 
gent men  as  assistaHits  in  my  own  office,  or  to  supply  vacant  consulates,  for  the  reason  that 
the  service  holds  oujs  no  inducements  except  for  the  passing  moment. 

27th.  And  this  want  of  permanency  works  ill  effects  again,  since  it  creates  a  jealousy  of 
the  consular  servic^'  whicn  is  regarded  as  a  state  institution  for  the  benefit  of  peculiar  classes- 
instead  of  a  nece'ss^  arm  of  the  government.  So  it  happens  that  Con^press,  in  handlings 
the  consular  appropriation  bills,  dwells  over  them  in  a  petty  spirit  not  exhibited  toward  any 
other  branch  of 'tha,  government. 

With  these  brief  remarks,  submitted  in  the  hop^S  that  they  may  be  of  use,  at  a  moment 
when  our  country  ia.'entering  upon  a  new  commercial  era  in  which  our  consulates  must  take 
a  higher  place,  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

=►  GEORGE  F.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Anson  Bu^lingame,  Boston,  Mass, 


•;  Table  No.  1.- 

■Appropriations  a/ 1856  and  1860. 

Port*, 

i'    ' 
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•a 

00 

i 

.1 

1 

Caaton 

^ 

$4,000 
4,000 
3,500 
3,000 
3,000 

$1,500 
1.500 
1,500 

$1,000 

1,000 

•    1,000 

1,000 

$1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

$400 
*400 
350 
300 
300 

7.750 

Shanghai 

.  •**'    • 

Foochow 

Amoy 

KinffDO 

5,700 
3,300 

•••**••?''•■* 

-fi 

Total... 

17,500 

4,500 

4,000 

5,600 

1,750 

33,350 

'        Table  No 

.  2,— Present  appropriations 

% 

ClaM  and  port.* 

V      .... 

i 

1.- 

1 
JI 

1' 

1 
§ 

& 

I.  ShaDghal '.^.... 

$4,000 

$1,500 

♦1.000 
1,000 
1,000 
1.000 

$1,400 
1,400 

$400 

$8,300 
2,400 
4,850 
8,300 

3,   Hankow           »          i          .».r 

3,500 
4,000 

350 
400 

Canton «4..: *. 

3.    NiniTDo                         —                ......... 

1,500 

1,400 

Swatow .'...\ 

3,500 
3,000 
3,000 

350| 

300 

300 

3.850 

ntilnVfAnff   v..\ T 

3,300 
6,200 

1,500 

1,400 

Tien-tsln ■...< 

• 

Nflwchwansr  .......i.. 

Ch^oo  ...... ..•..•..^. ....  ..\ ....... 

Total 

21,000 
1 

4,500 

4,000 

5,000 

2,100| 

37,900 
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Table  No.  3. — Appropriations  recommended. 


• 

ClasB  and  port. 

S 

Ill 

III 

S 
6 

O 

-a 

1 

1.   Shanghai 

$7,500 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 
3,000 
3,000 
3.000 
3,000 

$3,000 

$2,500 

1,500 

l,iOO 

1,500 

750 

750 

750 

750 

500 

500 

500 

500 

1,000 
1,000 
750 
750 
750 
750 
500 
500 
500 
500 

•    11,300 
550 
550 
550 
300 
300 
300 
300 

$34,300 
7, 050 
7,050 
7,050 
4,800 
4,800 
4,800 

2.  Hankow -- 

Poochow 

Canton.....     .  ...................... 

3.   NiniTDO - •- 

Swatow 

Chinkiang 

Auioy .................................. 

4  800 

4.   Klukiang 

1,000 
1,000 
1  000 

Tlen-tsin 

Nt9  wchwang. .......................... 

Chefoo 

1,000 

Total 

31,500 

3,000 

12,000 

18,000 

4,150 

68,650 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  14.]  Legation  of  thb  UiNItkd  States, 

Peking,  November  (>,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  joa  a  translation  of  an  edi(^  which  appeared 
recently  in  the  Peking  Gazette,  that  more  fully  sets  forth  the  sense  of  the 
stipulations  in  the  recent  treaties,  respecting  the  propagation  of  Christianity  in 
the  empire,  as  held  by  the  imperial  government,  than  anything  it  has  issued  since 
those  treaties  were  signed.  The  wording  of  the  edict  does  not  confine  the 
admission  as  to  the  right  to  disseminate  their  doctrines  to  the  Roman  Catholics ; 
it  is  likewise  applicable  to  Protestants,  to  Greeks,  ami  all  branches  of  the  Catho- 
lic church.  On  these  grounds, as  well  as  exhibiting  the  feelings  of  this  govern- 
ment, its  perusal  cannot  fail  to  interest  you. 

The  occurrences  referred  to  in  the  memorial  have  been  briefly  narrated  to  me 
by  M.  Bellonet,  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  and  serve  to  render  the  admis- 
sions made  in  the  edict  more  significant.  About  a  year  ago  the  Christians 
residing  in  the  small  prefecture  of  Yu-yang,  lying  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Szchuen  province,  along  the  northern  bank  of  the  Yangtse  river,  were  much 
disturbed  oy  their  pagan  countrymen.  It  does  not  clearly  appear  what  causes 
led  to  this  opposition ;  but  it  is  alleged,  among  other  things,  that  the  lalter  were 
incited  by  an  officer  of  rank,  who  had  been  degraded  in  the  adjoining  province 
of  Kweichau  for  having  been  concerned  in  the  death  of  a  French  missionary 
three  years  ago.  (See  Diplomatic  Correspondence  for  1863,  p.  939.)  It  is  said 
now  that,  instead  of  being  really  sent  away,  he  had  been  allowed  to  tarry  on 
his  journey,  and  had  remained  in  this  region,  where  he  had  prejudiced  the  gentry 
against  the  Christians. 

However,  the  excitement  ran  so  high  against  them  in  November  last  that 
their  chapel  was  burned,  the  sacristan  killed,  and  the  missionary,  M.  Enrol,  fled 
to  a  native  friend  in  another  village,  who  sheltered  him  for  a  few  days.  Being 
traced  to  this  place,  he  then  applied  to  a  military  officer  for  protection ;  but  the 
friendly  villager  who  had  received  him  was  killed  by  the  pursuers.  He  finally 
got  away  when  the  excitement  subsided,  and  the  Christians  were  unmolested 
for  several  mouths. 

Last  summer  the  French  bishop  of  this  part  of  Szchuen  sent  another  priest, 
named  M.  Mabileau,  to  Yu-yang- chau ;  but  no  sooner. had  his  arrival  there  be- 
come known  than  the  opposition  revived,  and  in  an  endeavor  to  appease  the  evil- 
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• 
disposed  natives,  and  defend  some  of  his  own  converts,  he  lost  his  life,  and  his 
body  was  treated  with  indignity. 

The  tone  of  this  edict  and  the  circnmstances  attending  its  publication  indicate 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  government  to  restrain  such  acts  of  violence 
against  the  converts ;  but  how  far  it  will  be  able  to  punish  criminals  and  pi^eserve 
the  peace  depends  much  on  the  behavior  of  the  Christians,  the  disposition  of 
the  local  authorities,  and  other  causes  which  cannot  be  immediately  controlled. 
In  this  region  no  ill-will  is  apparent  against. the  native  Christians  of  any  sect; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  decide,  with  the  imperfect  knowledge  I  have  of  this  affair 
in  Szchuen,  what  views  to  take  of  the  bearings  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d^ Affaires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaru, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  • 


[From  the  Peking  Gazette,  October  20,  1865.] 

An  imperial  command. 

The  foreini  ofBce  has  sent  x/^  a  memorial  statine  that  a  Roman  Catholic  missionary  has 
been  killed  by  our  subjects  in  the  department  of  Ya-yang,  and  that  some  houses  belonging 
to  the  Christians  have  also  been  plundered  and  burned ;  and  requesting  that  severe  measures 
be  taken  to  punish  the  offenders.  As  evidence  of  this,  the  following  communication  has  been 
received  from  the  French  char^6  d'affaires : 

**  In  the  department  of  Yu-yang,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Szchuen,  a  roan  named  Fung 
Szyin,  with  several  others,  have  burned  and  destroyed  the  houses  of  the  Christians  in  a  vil- 
lage near  the  city  of  that  name,  and  also  robbed  them  of  their  property.  Another  man, 
named  Fung  Wan-yuen,  had  led  on  a  mob  and  destroyed  their  chapel,  and  beaten  the  sacris- 
tan. Ho  Kwei,  so  that  he  died.  The  local  ma^strate  having  delayed  to  investigate  this 
affair  and  punish  the  criminals,  they  went  even  further,  and  robbed  the  missionary,  M.  Ma- 
bileau,  of  all  his  property,  wounded  and  killed  him,  and  then  threw  his  body  into  the  river. 
A  garbled  report  of  tnis  aff&ir  had  been  sent  up,  saying  that  certain  fellows  mud  gone  into  the 
chapel,  where  thev  had  high  words  with  the  man,  and  proceeded  to  throw  stones,  by  which 
he  was  killed.  Irwas  also  reported  that  the  prefect  h^  invited  Fung  Bzyin  and  others  to 
his  office,  to  a  feast,  and  there  consulted  how  they  could  best  destroy  all  evidences  of  the 
transaction." 

Now,  as  it  is  allowed  in  the  treaties  for  missionaries  to  propagate  their  faith  in  the  empire, 
if  difficulties  arise  between  them  and  others,  or  cases  come  into  our  courts,  it  is  only  right 
that  justice  and  equjty  be  observed  in  settling  them,  treating  natives  and  foreig^^ers  alike, 
whether  thev  are  Christians  or  not.  In  this  way  alone  can  the  minds  of  all  parties  be  calmed 
and  satisfied.  If  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  this  memorial  are  correctly  stated,  it  is  very 
necessary  that  the  case  be  immediately  examined  into  and  settled  justly,  in  order  to  act  im- 
partially towards  all.  Let  Tsungshih  and  Loh  Ping-chane,  the  commandant  and  govemor- 
Eeneral  of  Szchuen,  truthfully  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case  and  settle  it  immediately, 
et  Fnn|^  Szyin,  Chang  Pei-chu,  and  Sung^  Wan-Siuen,  and  all  others  who  have  been  com- 
plained of,  be  arretted  for  trial  and  punish^.  Let  there  be  no  remissness  or  collusion.  Let 
these  same  officers  also  dismiss  the  prefect  of  Yu-yang  from  his  post,  for  having  delayed  and 
misrepresented  this  case,  and  let  them  go  to  the  place  themselves  to  learn  the  facts.  Bespect 
this. 


Mr:  WtUiams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  16.]  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  November  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos. 
147  to  150,  and  152,  No.  151  not  having  arrived.  In  reference  to  the  transla- 
tion of  Wheaton's  International  Law,  whose  receipt  you  speak  of  in  Nos.  147 
and  149,  you  will  doubtless  be  gratified  to  learn  that  it  has  been  received  with 
BO  much  favor  in  Japan  that  copies  could  not  be  sent  on  in  time  %o>  sup^^he 
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demand  at  Yokohama,  and  an  enterprising  publisher  in  Yeddp  has  reprinted  it. 
An  authentic  study  of  this  work  by  the  officials  in  both  China  and  Japan  will 
probably  lead  them  to  endeavor  to  apply  its  usages  and  prinok>le8  to  their  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  countries.  This  will  gradually  lead  ^em  to  see  how 
greatly  the  principle  of  exterritoriality  contained  in  their  treaties  with  those 
countries  modifies  the  usages  in  force  between  western  and  Oliristian  powers. 
How  desirable  it  is  that  the  latter  should  aim  rather  to  elevate  these  eastern 
peoples  to  their  own  level  than  to  urge  this  principle  of  eztei^itoriality  to  the 
subversion  of  the  native  sway. 

A  notification  of  the  appointment  of  Seu-ki-y n  to  a  port  in  l!Iie  foreign  office, 
and  disconnected  from  other  bureaus,  has  just  appeared,  ajid  is  regarded  as  a 
favorable  indication  of  the  leaning  of  the  party  in  power  towards  foreign  in- 
tercourse. This  man,  now  about  seventy  years  of  age,  was  governor  of 
Fuhkien  province  in  1850,  and  had  held  subordinate  positions  there  and  in 
Kwanfung  province  for  several  years,  during  which  time  ho  tieeame  much  in- 
terested in  foreign  countries,  and  collected  materials  for  a  geoffraphy  of  the 
world.  He  consulted  all  the  books  and  maps  he  could  procure,,  but  especially 
all  the  foreigners  he  could  converse  with,  among  whom  wad  the  late  Rev. 
Doctor  Abeel,  missionary  at  Amoy  in  1844. 

His  geography  was  published  in  1848,  in  ten  books,  uiider.the  title  ef  A 
Greneral  Survey  of  the  Maritime  Circuit,  and  attracted  much  ^tention  among 
natives  and  foreigners. 

His  eulogy  on  Washington  made  that  name  known  among  the  Chinese,  and 
it  may  interest  you  to  know  that  a  copy  of  it  is  engraved  oa.  the  stone  sent 
from  Ningpo,  ten  years  ago,  to  the  Washington  Monument. 

But  the  author  was  in  advance  of  his  time.  He  was  soou  .afler  denounced 
for  his  foreign  proclivities  and  the  high  terms  in  which  he  spoke  of  western 
nations,  degraded  from  all  his  honors  in  July,  1851,  and  bent  tq  his  home  in  the 
north  of  Sh^^si.  After  fourteen  years  he  is  now  recalled  to  public  life  on  the 
same  grounds  for  which  he  was  dismissed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  Wy^LIAMS, 

Chdrge  d*Affairei. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  * 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  116.]  .  Washington,  Decerfiher  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  consideration  a  publication  from  a  Boston  newspaper, 
over  the  signature  of  John  Humphrey,  on  the  subject  of  pirates' in  the  Chinese 
waters.  With  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the  article  I  parttally  concur,  and 
I  suggest  that  the  suoject  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department, 
with  a  view  that,  if  necessary,  special  orders  in  regard  to  it  may  be  given  to  the 
conunander  of  our  squadron  in  that  quarter.  r 

'    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUfiLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.  C, 


A  Fleet  in  the  China  Seas. 

Amoy,  8Spiember21,  1865. 
Now  that  the  goyernment  of  the  United  States  has  succeeded  in  putting  down  the  rebellion 
in  the  southern  States,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  organize  a  fleet  for  tiie  CtiSia  seas  at  once,  not 
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to  Be  about  in  the  different  ports  in  China,  bat  with  orders  to  search  for  and  destroy  the 
pirates  infesting  those  seas.  Within  the  last  two  years  pirates  have  increased  alarmingly, 
and  at  present  yon  can  hardly  take  np  a  Hong-Kong  daily  paper  without  seeing  an  account 
of  a  piracy  committed  or  an  attempt  to  commit  one.  I  enclose  a  slip  from  the  Hong-Kong 
Daily  Press,  giving  an  account  of  one  attempt. 

If  a  murder  is  committed  on  the  land,  rewards  are  offered  and  all  the  machinery  of  the 
government  is  set  at  work  to  apprehend  the  murderer,  but  although  murder  is  committed  by 
wholesale  on  the  China  seas,  no  notice  appears  to  be  taken  of  it.  The  accounts  I  have  read 
in  the  Hong-Kong  papers  are  horrible.  Sometimes  the  crews  are  tortured  before  being 
butchered.  Sometimes  their  heads  cut  off  at  once,  and  in  one  case  they  were  lashed  to  the 
ship  and  the  ship  set  on  fire.  It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  missing  ships,  supposed  to* 
have  foundered  in  typhoons  on  the  coast  of  China,  have  been  destroyed l)y  pirates  and  their 
crews  murdered  in  cold  blood. 

It  is  very  mortifying  to  an  American  to  be  told  by  an  Englishman,  "You  are  indebted 
to  the  British  government  for  what  protection  you  have  on  the  coast  of  China."  It  is  true, 
nevertheless.  There  is  not  an  open  port  on  the  coast  of  China  in  which  you  will  not  find 
an  English  gunboat.  What  little  is  done  towards  suppressing  piracy  is  done  by  them. 
After  the  pirates  are  taken  (as  they  sometimes  are  by  the  English  gunboats)  it  is  very  hard 
to  get  them  condemoed,  as,  of  course,  they  are  not  taken  in  the  act,  and  there  is  very  little 
evidence  aeaint  them.  I  think  the  proper  way  would  be  to  have  a  fevi  small  fast  barks, 
heavily  manned  and  armed  and  disguised  as  merchantmen,  attached  to  the  fleet.  Let  these 
cruise  up  and  down  the  coast  and  allow  themselves  to  be  attacked,  then  you  have  proof 
positive  of  guilt,  and  I  say  hang  the  pirates  at  the  yard-arm  without  judge  or  jury.  I  think 
all  Christian  nations  should  join  forces  to  exterminate  these  pests  of  the  seas. 

By  drawing  public  attention  to  this  subject,  you  will  confer  a  favor  on  all  those  '*  who 
go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,"  and  especially  those  who  navigate  the  Chinese  waters. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  HUMPHREY, 
MofUr  American  barque  Wild  Gazelle* 

The  Editors  of  the  Boston  Daily  Adyertiseb. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame,  ^ 

No.  156.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  15,  -1805. 

Sir  :  The  harmonicas  condition  of  the  relations  between  the  Unfted  States 
and  China,  and  the  importance  of  the  commerce  between  them,  would  make  it 
agreeable  to  this  government  to  receive  from  the  Emperor  a  diplomatic  Tepre- 
sentative  of  a  grade  corresponding  with  your  own.  It  is  true  that  this  would 
be  a  novel,  if  not  an  unprecedented  step,  on  the  part  of  ^at  government.  As 
treaties,  however,  have  for  many  years  oeen  in  force  between  China  and  Chris- 
tian nations ;  and  as  the  empire  may  now  be  disposed  to  respect  the  obligations  ' 
of  public  law,  it  strikes  us  that  the  Emperor's  government  would  be  consulting 
their  own  interest,  and  would  also  be  reciprocating  that  which,  to  a  degree,  at 
least,  is  a  courtesy  on  our  part,  by  having  a  diplomatic  agent  here,  whose  prov- 
ince it  would  be  to  see  that  our  obligations  toward  China,  under  the  treaties  and 
law  of  nations,  are  fulfilled,  and  who  might  report  to  his  government  upon  that 
and  other  interesting  topics.  China  also  may  be  said  to  have  special  reasons 
for  the  measure  in  respect  to  the  United  States,  as  her  subjects  are  so  numerou^ 
in  this  country,  particularly  in  California.  You  will  consequently  bring  thi? 
matter  to  the  attention  of  that  government,  and  may  say  that,  if  the  suggestion 
should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ansox  Burlingamb,  Esq ,  8fc,t  Sfc.,  Sfc, 
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Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  19.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  Decefnber  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  151, 
in  which  you  direct  me  to  convey  to  Prince  Kung  and  the  members  of  the  For- 
eign Office  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  at  the  very  just,  liberal,  and  friendly 
'sentiments  expressed  by  them  to  Mr.  Burlingame,  and  for  their  courtesy  to  him 
at  his  departure. 

I  took  an  early  opportunity  to  make  a  close  translation  of  your  letter  for  the 
Piince,  and  now  sulbjoin  his  reply.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  expression 
of  his  desire  to  perpetuate  amicable  relations  with  the  United  States,  for  I  be- 
lieve the  Chinese  government  is  trying  to  pursue  a  peaceful  policy  in  all  its  for- 
eign relations.  It  has  experienced  the  evils  of  foreign  war,  and  has  every  rea- 
son to  avoid  their  recurrence ;  and  the  pacification  of  the  provinces  is  now  pro- 
gressing so  favorably  that  general  peace  and  prosperity  bid  fair  to  be  restored 
throughout  the  country.  The  influence  of  the  party  represented  in  the  foreign 
office  appears  to  be  increasinp^ ;  and  that  bureau  will  probably  ere  long  possess 
a  separate  existence  among  the  departments  of  the  government. 

In  a  recent  despatch  I  mentioned  the  appointment  of  the  distinguished  geog- 
rapher, Seu  Ki-yu,  to  a  place  in  it.  This  has  given  much  satisfaction  to  all 
the  foreign  ministers,  though  his  age  and  infirmities  will  prevent  his  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  duties  of  the  post.  A  few  days  after  his  being  gazetted  I 
waived  the  usual  formality  and  called  on  him  first,  in  order  to  express  my  grat- 
ification at  his  appointment.  His  first  question  was,  '*  Are  you  a  countryman 
of  Washington?"  He  inquired  after  Dr.  Abeel,  though  twenty  years  had 
elapsed  since  he  saw  him  in  Ampy,  and  referred  to  his  kiddness  and  patience 
in  explaining  and  marking  maps  for  -him  and  translating  geographical  informa- 
tion, in  a  manner  that  showed  a  vigorous  memory,  as  well  as  the  sense  of  the 
obligations  he  was  under  for  the  assistance.  He  had  not  seen  a  foreigner  since 
1851,  and  made  many  inquiries  respecting  the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 
Charge  d^ Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C,  . 


Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  WUliami, 
[Translation.] 

December  21,  1865,  {Tungehi,  Ath  year,  Uth  moon,  Ath  day,) 
Prince  Kung,  Chief  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  reply : 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which 
•on  inform  me  that  you  have  been  honored  with  the  commands  of  year  g^vernm^t  to  make 
Known  to  me  that  Mr.  Barlingame,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States,  at  an  aufdience  with 
the  President,  had  mentioned  to  him  that  when  he  left  Peking  the  high  Chinese  officers  came 
to  the  legation  to  bid  him  farewell ;  and  that  during  his  entire  residence  there  they  had 
^eated  him  with  great  consideration,  of  which  he  retained  a  pleasing  remembrance,  &c.,  dc^c. 
The  perusal  ofyour  communication  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  me  and  all  the  members 
of  the  foreign  office,  for  we  are  well  aware  that  when  Mr.  Burlingame  resided  in  Peking  he 
conducted  all  affairs  that  arose  in  such  an  amicable  spirit  that  they  were  all  satisfactorily 
arranged ;  and  since  you  have  succeeded  to  his  duties  tnere  has  been  exhibited  the  most  sin- 
cere desire  to  promote  good  relations  and  maintain  peace  in  every  question  that  has  arisen. 
To  learn,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Burlingame  has  not  alti*gether  forgotten  us  after  bis  return  to 
his  own  distant  country,  affords  us  the  most  lively  pleasure  ;  while  to  receive,  in  addition, 
the  full  assurance  that  the  friendly  relations  now  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and 
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Chioa  are  increasing  and  developing,  and  bid  ffur  to  be  permanent,  is  to  ns  a  cause  of  still 
greater  gratification. 

We  limit  ourselves  to  the  request  that  you  will  convey  to  the  United  States  govextonlent 
the  expression  of  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the  remafk  that  the  full  maintenance:Vr  the 
treaty,  in  all  its  provisions,  by  both  nations,  will  afford  evidence  that  their  friendlv  relations 
are  constantly  strengthening,  and  at  the  same  time  communicate  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Burlin- 
g^me  for  his  remembrance  of  us.    It  is  for  this  purpose  that  we  now  reply. 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Williams, 

United  States  Charg€  d' Affaires, 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  20.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States. 

Peking,  January  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  deflpatches  Nos. 
1  and  2.  In  reference  to  the  directions  given  in  the  latter,  I  only  observe  that 
no  application  for  pardon  or  return  to  the  United  States  has  been  made  to  this 
legation  by  any  reoel*;  and  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  American  now  living 
iu  China  who  has  personally  aided  the  rebellion. 

The  foreign  community  in  Shanghai  are  now  engaged  in  revising  the  code  of  , 
municipal  regulations  under  which  they  have  lived  during  the  last  ten  years,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  Mr.  McLane's  despatch  No.  8,  pp.  125, 159,  &c.  They  have 
not  yet  agreed  upon  all  points,  and  will  forward  the  amended  code  to  Peking  for 
examination  and  approval  before  acting  upon  it ;  but  even  then  it  will  not  extend 
over  the  entire  foreign  population  there,  as  the  French  have  a  separate  council. 
At  present  two  senarate  municipal  councils  manage  the  affairs  and  maintain 
order  among  the  inhabitants  dwelling  in  two  conterminous  plots  of  land,  known 
as  the  foreign  settlement.  The  original  dimensions  of  both  these  "  concessions,"  . 
as  they  were  first  called,  have  been  extended  as  the  foreign  population  has 
increased,  and  great  numbers  of  natives  also  live  within  their  limits.  Th«  desir- 
ableness of  doing  away  with  the  name  and  existence  of  separate  foreign  conces- 
sions in  China  is  now  generally  admitted ;  and  nowhere  more  than  at  Shanghai^ 
where  such  great  interests  are  involved,  is  general  harmony  of  administration 
important.  . 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  new  British  minister.  Sir  Rutherford//  j 
Alcock,  expresses  his  desire  to  carry  out  the  same  co-operative  policy  which/*!  I 
has  been  already  agreed  upon  and  fully  explained  by  Mr.  Burlingame.  (Des-  • 
patches  Nos.  37,  42,  69,  79,  and  83.)  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock's  official  life  of 
twenty  years  in  China  and  Japan  has  given  him  large  experience ;  and  he 
specially  now  desires  to  see  the  Shanghai  community  extricated  from  all  its 
difficulties.  All  minor  points  of  dispute  could  be  adjusted  if  the  two  settle- 
ments were  merged  in  one,  and  the  interests  of  each  nation  adequately  repre- 
sented in  one  general  municipality.  He  met  a  deputation  of  the  residents  on 
his  way  north,  and  learned  their  views  upon  the  proposed  changes  in  the  code 
of  regulations.  In  order  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  if  possible  to  consoli- 
date the  municipal  arrangements,  he  has  suggested  to  his  own  government  the 
desirableness  of  putting  itself  in  communication  with  those  of  Franco  and  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  this  question  of  local  juris- 
diction, and  do  away  with  the  semblance  of  territorial  authority.  I  told  him  that 
I  cordially  concurred  in  the  suggestion,  and  would  advise  you  immediately  of 
the  proposal.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  excellent  plan,  and  I  hope  that  you 
will  find  it  practicable.  The  object  is  a  very  important  one,  and  this  seems 
to  be  the  likeliest  mode  of  attaining  it ;  while  the  time  is  peculiarly  favorable 
owing  to  the  presence  in  Paris  of  Mr.  Berthemy,  (now  home  on  leave  from 
Peking,)  and  of  Mr.  Burlingame  and  Sir  F.  Bruc%  in  the  United  States.     I 
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would  therefore  respectfully  urge  it  upon  your  atteation.  If  tke  principle  be 
settled  in  regard  to  Shanghai,  every  other  community  like  that  in  Ohiua  and 
Japan  will  no  doubt  regulate  itself  on  the  same  basis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d* Affaires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

No.  159.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  January  29,  1866. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  infonhation  a  copy  of  Mr.  Adams's  despatch,*  No. 
1126,  of  the  4th  of  January,  and  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Osborne  flotilla,  it  being  a  reply  to  my  instructions  to  him  upon  that 
subject,  in  compliance  with  your  suggestion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Anson  Burlinoamb,  Esq.,  tfc,,  4^.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

[Extract]  • 

No.  23  ]  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

Peking,  January  31,  1866. 

g||(.'  4(  Hi  Hi  4c  ♦ 

I  have  just  been  informed  by  Mr.  Ylangaly,  the  Russian  minister,  that  the 
Chinese'  government  has  extended  to  Russian  ships  trading  between  its  open 
ports  and  the  Russian  possessions  on  the  Amoor  the  same  privileges  in  re- 
spect to  the  payment  of  tonnage  dues  thaft  have  been  granfed  to  vessels  trading 
to  Japan  ana  Saigon,  as  mentioned  in  my  despatch  (No.  8)  of  October  5, 186«5. 
The  same  privilege  enures  to  American  as  well  as  other  ^vessels  trading  between 
China  and  the  Amoor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d^ Affaires, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


? 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Williams. 

0,  23.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  21,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  notet  of  the  16th  instant,  from  the  Hon.  Sir  F,  W. 
A.  Bruce,  the  British  minister  accredited  to  this  government,  proposing  co-opera- 
tive measures  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  Chinese  waters. 

*  For  enclosure  ^fie  correspondence  with  Great  Britain. 

t  For  enclosure  see  correspondence  with  the  British  legatiottT^^^^T^ 
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You  are  expected  to  lend  your  ready  co-operation  in  all  temperate  and  proper    \ 
representations  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty's  government,      ; 
and  those  of  other  western  powers  in  China,  to  induce  the  Chinese  authorities 
to  fulfil  their  obligations  in  that  respect. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  instruct  the  naval  officer  in 
command  of  the  United  States  squadron  to  confer  with  yourself,  and  with  the 
officer  in  command  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  for^s  in  that  quarter,  with 
the  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  in  your  judgment,  and  that     i 
of  our  chief  naval  officer,  be  consistent  with  our  relations  to  all  of  the  parties      \^ 
concerned. 

I  am,  BUT,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 


8.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  Sgc.,  Sfc„  4v. 


Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Williams. 

No.  24,]  Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  February  24,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  21st  instant,  which  has  been 
addressed  to  this  department  by  Mr.  De  Figaniere  6  Morao,  the  diplomatic  rep- 
resentative of  Portugal,  accredited  to  this  government,  who  has  been  directed 
by  his  government  to  ai*k  the  co-operation  of  the  United  States  minister  at 
Peking,  with  that  of , the  Portuguese  minister  at  that  place,  in  bringing  to  a  sat- 
isfactory conclusion  any  negotiations  now  pending  or  which  may  arise  between 
Portugal  and  China. 

You  are  accordingly  instructed  to  lend  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  your 
power,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  desired  result. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.f  Sfc. 


F.  W.  SEWARD. 

Acting  Secretary. 


fTranslation.] 

His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  Legation, 

In  CharUstowny  Massachusetts ^  February  21,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  Majesty's  govemraent  to  have  the  hoDor  to  inform  joa  that 
untoward  circumstances  have  hitherto  prevented  the  ^change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
trea^  negotiated  and  signed  at  Tien-Sing,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1862,  between  Portugal 
and  Uhina ;  that  being  fully  aware  of  the  efficiency  of  the  influence  and  good  offices  of  tne 
American  minister  at  Peking  to  bring  that  negotiation,  or  any  other  that  supervening  circum* 
stances  might  reqaire,  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion ;  and  that  gratefully  remembering  the 
services  rendered  and  acknpwledged  on  a  like  occasion  by  minister  Townsend  Harris,  at 
Yeddo,  Japan,  his  Majesty's  government  does  not  hesitate  to  apply  to  the  United  States 
government  and  request  it  would  be  pleased  so  to  instruct  its  said  minister  in  Peking,  that, 
with  the  assurance  of  his  effiiotive  assistance,  the  minister  of  Portugal  in  that  empire  may 
prosecute  the  negotiations  intrusted  to  him  with  the  persistency  required  in  diplomatic 
dealings  with  the  Chinese  govemmenL 

I  shall  be  happy,  sir,  to  assure  m  v  government  that  its  request  has  had  a  favorable  response, 
and  beg  yon  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  great  consideration. 

DE  FIGANIEEE  fi  MORAO. 
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Mr»  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  117.]  New  York,  February  28, 1866. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  send,  on  leaving,  a  brief  memorandum  of 
suggestions  relating  to  China. 

I  hope  you  will  see  that  Consul  General  Seward's  letter  to  me,  now  with  Mr. 
Chew,  shall  receive  duo  consideration ;  that  the  college  bill,  so  important, 
now  in  Mr.  Raymond's  hands,  shall  not  be  forgotten ;  that  the  question  of  a 
legation  presented  in  my  despatch  No.  25  may  go  to  Congress ;  that  your  wise 
suggestion,  that  a  war  vessel  shall  be  tendered  to  the  first  representative  sent 
by  the  Chinese  to  this  government  shall  have  fruition ;  and  that  a  sufficient 
force  may  be  sent  to  the  Chinese  waters  to  perform  our  part  in  suppressing 
piracj(# 

One  flag-ship  of  large  tonnage,  with  five  swift  vessels  like  the  "  Winooski," 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  placed  at  once  on  the  Chinese  station.  This  force  will 
be  small  as  compared  with  that  of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

I  beg  you  to  request  that  officers  of  the  highest  standing  may  be  sent  to 
command  them — men  who  will  at  all  times  be  regardful  of  the  rights  and  feel- 
ings of  the  Chinese,  and  who  will  understand  the  co-operative  policy  which  is 
a  substitution  of  fair  diplomatic  action  for  force. 

That  you  may  see  what  questions  are  submitted  to  me,  I  send  (marked  A) 
those  of  Mr.  Heard,  as  answered  by  Mr.  Dexter,  a  reputable  lawyer  of  Boston, 
in  relation  to  Chinese  emigration.  Now  the  laws  of  China  are  against  emigra- 
tion, but  if  we  desire  it  they  may  be  changed.  I  have  not  as  yet  matured  my 
views  on  this  subject,  and  only  call  your  attention  to  it  as  one  likely  to  require 
careful  consideration  in  the  future, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretaiy  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Dexter  to  Mr,  Heard, 

Boston,  January  31,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  inquire  whether  contracts  with  coolios,  to  labor  for  a  term  of  years,  can 
be  so  inade  in  China  by  an  importer  of  them  to  the  United  States,  as  to  be  of  substaatlal 
assipfnable  value  on  arrival  of  the  coolies  here.*  The  answer  to  this  question  depends  upon 
several  considerations. 

Ist.  Are  such  contracts  valid  under  the  laiy  of  the  place  where  they  are  made! 

2d.  If  not,  are  they  so  far  valid  under  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance  as  to  diminish 
or  remove  the  importance  of  the  preceding  consideration? 

3d.  How  can  they  be  enforced  in  case  of  refusal  of  the  coolie  to  perform  them  after 
arrival  here  ? 

I.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  laws  of  China  respecting  the  validity  of  contracts  made  by 
its  subjects  ^n  contemplation  of  emigration.  I  have  nnde^tood  from  you  that  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  emigration  to  be  prohibited  by  those  laws.  The  general  rule  of  law  is,  toat  a 
contract  unlawful  where  made  is  void  ab  initio^  and  can  be  enforced  nowhere.  There  are, 
however,  reasons  to  doubt  whether  that  rule  would  be  applied  by  our  own  courts  to  the  matter 
in  question.  It  is  a  recognized  exception  to  the  latter  clause  of  that  rule  that  a  contract  lawful 
where  made  will  not  be  enforced  in  anothei,  if  injurious  to  the  interests  or  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  the  state  in  which  its  enforcement  is  sought.  I  see  no  difference  in  principle 
between  the  application  of  this  exception  to  the  latter  or  former  clause  of  the  rule. 

It  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  United  States  to  encourage  emigration,  as  beneficent  and 
important  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  I  think  that  if  the  courts  should  be  satisfied 
of  the  illegality  of  emigration  by  Chinese  law,  they  would  find  little  difficultv  in  deciding 
that  the  interest  of  their  own  country  is  of  paramount  importance,  and  that  the  legality  of 
such  contracts  should  depend  upon  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance.  The  practice  of 
abiding  by  the  laws  of  the  place  of  contracting,  in  constniing  the  contract  or  ascertaining 
its  legality,  is  founded  on  the  comity  of  civilized  nations,  and  it  seems  improbable  that  the 
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courts  of  any  Belf-called  civilized  country  would  consider  themselves  bound  to  reco^ize 
that  comity  towards  China,  in  opposition  to  the  interest  and  policy  of  their  own  (ifovemment. 

II.  The  validity  of  such  contracts,  under  the  law  of  this  country,  is  next  to  be  considered. 
The  matter  of  immigration  is  included  in  that  class  of  subjects  upon  which  the  United 

States  Congress  hasf  power  to  legislate  under  section  YII,  p.  4,  of  the  Constitution,  provided 
that  such  legislation  is  not  in  conflict  with  other  constitutional  provisions  or  with  any  treaty. 
(Smith  vs.  Turner,  7  Howard,  United  States  Supreme  Court  Rep.,  283. )  Congress  has 
passed  various  laws  regulating  the  matter  of  immigration,  a||ong  which  are  the  acts  of 
February  22,  1847,  and  March  3,  ld49,  prescribing  the  provisions  and  accommodation  to  be 
furnished  on  immigrant  ships,  and  has  enacted  laws  relating  specially  to  coolies  and  to  immi- 
grants of  a  somewhat  similar  class.  By  the  act  of  February  19, 1662,  it  is  provided  that  no 
citizen  or  ship  of  the  United  States  shall  engage  in  transporting  coolies  from  China  or  else- 
where, to  any  foreign  place  whatever,  to  be  disposed  of  in  any  way  or  for  any  time  as  ser- 
vants or  slaves;  but  that  this  act  shall  not  interfere  with  emigration  of  the  Chinese, 
certified  to  be  voluntary  by  the  United  States  consul  at  the  port  of  departure. 

By  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  the  offices  of  commissioner  and  superintendent  of  immigration 
are  created,  with  the  duty  of  regulating  contracts  made  by  emigrants  in  foreign  countries, 
of  protecting  them  after  arrival  here  against  impositioni  and  of  forwarding  tbem  to  their 
places  of  destination.  The  same  act  provides  certain  means  for  enforcing  contracts  so  made, 
the  efficiency  of  which  will  be  considered  hereafter. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  voluntary  emigration  of  Chinese  to  this  country  is  directly 
legalized  by  Congress,  but  this  legislation  is  subject  to  all  treaties  made  by  the  United  States, 
and  to  all  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

The  treaty  made  with  China,  June  18,  1858,  contains  no  provision  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject uader  consideration,  unless  involved  in  the  prohibition  and  clandestine,  illegal,  and  con- 
traband trades  contained  and  implied  in  article  XIV.  The  terms  of  that  article,  strictly 
construed,  seem  to  apply  only  to  merchandise,  and  to  trading  at  closed  ports;  andthere  can 
be  but  little  doubt  that  any  commerce  which  is  not  prohibited  under  a  strict  construction  of 
the  treaty,  would  be  held  not  to  come  within  such  prohibition  if  found  to  be  advantageous  to 
the  other  contracting  power.  The  recent  amendment  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
proposed  February  6,  1865,  and  now  adopted,  is  a  more  formidable  obstacle  both  to  the 
validity  and  the  enforcement  of  any  such  contract  as  should  give  to  the  importer  a  valuable 
and  assignable  title  to  the  services  of  the  immigrant.  By  that  amendment  it  is  enacted  that 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  upon  conviction  of  crime,  shall  exist  within 
the  United  States.  This  provision  seems  to  be  fatal  to  any  means  that  could  be  devieed, 
whether  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  laborer,  for  making  such  a  contract  with  him  in 
a  foreign  country  as  should  place  him  on  arrival  here  in  a  condition  of  involuntary  servitude 
or  in  any  condition  essentially  different  from  that  of  a  free  immigrant,  bound,  indeed,  by  his 
contracts,  but  not  bound  in  any  manner  or  to  any  extent  differing  from  that  manner  and  ' 
extent  in  and  to  which  other  free  men  are  bound  by  their  contracts,  and  this  enactment  pre- 
vents the  States  from  adopting  any  laws  contrary  to  its  provisions.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion 
that  a  contract  made  with  coolies  in  China,  by  the  terms  of  which  they  should  agree  to  place 
themselves  afler  arrival  here  in  any  state  or  condition  different  from  that  of  freemen,  or  by 
which  they  should  covenant  to  submit  to  other  remedies  for  the  enforcement  of  such  contract 
than  those  provided  by  law  for  enforcing  contracts  made  by  and  between  freemen,  would  be 
void. 

III.  It  is  undoubtedly  competent  for  coolies  or  any  other  persons  to  contract  for  the  per- 
formance of  any  kind  of  labor,  for  any  term  of  years,  and  at  any  rate  of  wages,  and  such 
contracts  are  assignable  unless  it  is  otherwise  stipulated. 

The  question  next  to  be  considered  is  how  such  contracts  are  to  be  enforced  in  any  case 
of  refusal  or  failure  to  perform  them  on  the  part  of  the  coolies.  There  is  no  remedy  in  such 
cases  known  to  the  law,  except  an  action  for  money  damages,  unless  the  case  be  such  as 
would  cause  a  court  of  equity  to  decree  specific  performance,  or  unless  the  means  provided 
by  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  can  be  availed  of. 

With  respect  to  a  suit  for  money  damages,  it  may  be  observed  that  imprisonment  for  non- 
payment of  such  damages,  if  recovered,  is  now  rendered  practically  useless  in  almost  all  of 
the  States  and  actually  abolished  in  some  of  them. 

In  actions  brought  upon  contracts,  the  breach  of  which  is  in  its  nature  capable  of  being 
compensated  in  money,  the  inability  of  the  defendant  to  pay  such  damages  as  may  be 
recovered  is  not  a  cause  for  the  inteiterence  of  a  court  of  equity,  and  as  the  contracts  in 
question  are  clearly  of  that  description,  there  is  no  ground  to  hope  for  such  interference. 
Moreover,  if  courts  of  equity  did  so  interfere,  they  have  no  means  but  imprisonment  of 
enforcing  their  decrees.  Imprisonment  without  food  would  hardly  be  tolerated  in  this 
age  and  country,  and  unprisonment  with  food  would  probably  be  highly  agreeable  to  tbe 
delinquent. 

Upon  examination  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  it  will  bo  seen  that  the  means,  such  as  they 
are,  th^ein  provided  for  enforcing  contracts  made  with  immigrants,  appl^p'  only  to  such  con- 
tracts as  shall  be  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  commissioner  of  immigration,  and 
extend  only  to  the  giving  of  rights  of  action  thereon  in  the  United  States  and  State  courts, 
and  to  providing  a  troublesome  and  doubtful  method  of  obtaining  a  lien  on  lands  if  acquired 
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by  the  immigrant,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  his  wages,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  and 
only  for  the  repayment  of  the  '*  expenses  of  immigration  ;**  so  that  in  case  the  immigrant 
should  in  fact  receive  and  spend  his  wages  for  twelve  months  after  arrival  and  should  acquire 
no  land,  or  if  the  importer  should  fail  to  keep  advised  of  the  place  of  his  settlement,  the 
'  remedy  would  be  practically  valueless.  • 

The  commissioner  of  immigration  has  published  one  set  of  regulations,  dated  August  12, 
1864,  and  I  am  advised  of  no  others.  In  those  it  is  set  forth  that  no  contract  is  to  be  approved 
if  made  at  rates  of  wages  Ausually  low  or  improvident,  and  it  is  clear  that  none  of  the  ref- 
lations are  adopted  for  the  encouragement  of  such  contracts  as  could  be  made  practically 
valuable  to  the  importer. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  such  contracts  as  are  the  subject  of  your  inquiry  cannot 
be  so  made  as  to  be  valuable  to  the  importer,  for  the  want  of  means  of  enforcing  them  in  his 
hands  or  in  those  of  his  assignee. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  L.  DEXTER. 

To  John  Heard,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Williams, 

No.  25.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  deepatch  of  the  23d  of  November  last,  No.  16,  imfonning •me  of 
the  reprint  in  Japan  of  Wheaton's  International  Law,  and  the  beneficial  reaulte 
which  may  be  expected  from  this  proceeding,  has  been  received  and  read  with 
great  interest. 

The  importance  which  you  ascribe  to  the  appointment  of  Seu-ki-yu  to  a  post 
in  the  Foreign  Office  seems  to  be  well  founded.  It  is  gratifying  to  this  govern- 
ment to  learn  from  these  events  that  the  efforts  and  purposes  of  the  western 
powers  are  appreciated,  and  it  views  them  as  proof  of  the  advance  in  China 
of  the  sentiments  of  western  civilization. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  Wklls  Williams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  S(c,,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  24.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  10, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Chinese  government  has  just 
sent  an  accredited  agent  of  its  own  to  those  countries  with  which  it  has  treaties, 
a  special  commissioner  instructed  to  tender  the  respects  of  the  Foreign  Office  of 
Peking  to  those  nations,  and  make  such  observations  on  foreign  lands  as  a  hur- 
ried visit  will  allow.  Though  the  subject  has  often  been  proposed  to  Prince 
Kung  and  the  members  of  the  Foreign  Office,  they  have  acted  in  it  now  without 
any  urging,  and  apparently  from  a  conviction  of  the  benefits  which  they  may 
derive ;  so  that,  being  quite  voluntary  on  their  part,  the  step  is  regarded  by  the  ' 
diplomatic  body  here  as  an  advance  in  the  right  direction. 

The  delegate  sent  on  this  mission  is  Pin-Chun,  (addressed  as  Pin-tajin,) 
who  has  been  acting  for  two  or  three  years  as  a  revisor  of  custom-house  returns, 
in  connection  with  the  foreign  inspectorate,  and  has  thus  been  brought  into  con- 
tact with  foreigners,  and  learned  as  much  of  their  countries  as  his  opportunities 
cdlowed.  Before  leaving  the  capital  he  was  raised  to  the  third  rank,  and  form- 
ally introduced  by  Prince  Kung  to  the  foreign  ministers  on  their  New  Year's 
visit  as  his  agent  to  their  respective  countries,  sent  on  the  part  of  the  foreign 
office.  His  instructions  require  him  to  make  careful  notes  on  the  cnstomsk  peo- 
ples, and  all  objects  of  interest  in  the  lands  he  visits,  OOgTc 
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His  design  is  to  go  in  course  to  Paris,  London,  the  Hague,  Copenhagen » 
Berlin,  and  St.  Petersburg,  return  to  England  to  take  passage  for  America,] 
and  get  back,  if  possible,  via  California  by  next  winter.  He  is  accompanied  byl 
three  Manchu  lads,  students  in  English  and  French,  and  by  Messrs.  Bowra  and 
Deschamps  of  the  customs,  as  interpreters.  Mr.  Robert  Hart,  the  able  inspector 
general  of  the  customs,  goes  with  the  party  as  far  as  England,  and  it  is  his  return  i 
home  on  a  short  furlough  that  has  probably  been  the  mimediate  moving  cause 
for  the  appointment  of  Pin-tajin. 

If  he  carries  out  his  design  of  visiting  the  United  States,  I  hope  that  you  will 
grant  him  every  facility  to  make  such  obervations^as  will  be  of  service  to  him 
and  his  country.  As  he  do^  not  go  in  a  diplomatic  character,  it  is  not  expected 
that  he  will  have  an  audience  in  any  of  the  courts  he  visits,  but  will  only  call 
on  their  ministers  for  foreign  affairs  to  present  the  salutations  of  Prince  Kung. 
It  is  probably  best  in  the  present  case  that  as  the  Emperor  of  China  does  not  give 
audience  to  foreign  ministers,  this  commissioner  from  his  capital  should  not 
receive  higher  courtesies  than  he  gives. 

This  mission  from  China  to  the  west  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  this  govern- 
ment, if  Pin-tajin  brings  back  such  an  account  as  will  encourage  it  in  its  foi;eiga 
policy.     It  is,  perhaps,  better  in  some  respects  that  the  first  attempt  to  break 
through  the  policy  of  the  empire  should  be  by  sending  a  private  agent,  who  can 
report  without  further  committing  the  government ;  see  other  lands,  as  it  were, 
with  its  own  eyes,  and  test,  in  some  degree,  the  descriptions  that  have  been  i 
given  it  of  those  regions.    It  seems  to  me  desirable,  therefore,  that  while  the  party  I 
sees  whatever  is  deemed  most  worthy  its  inspection,  no  great  eclat  should  be ' 
made  during  its  short  stay  in  America.     Since  the  appointment  was  made  the 
Foreign  Oflfice  has  been  much  pleased  at  the  approbation  unexpectedly  evinced 
by  other  high  officials  in  Peking  at  the  move,  and  consequently  their  interest  in 
its  result  will  be  increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  flir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charg4  d*  Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washifigton,  D-  G. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  27.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  April  3,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  despatch  from  Prince  Kung, 
(enclosure  A,)  covering  a  copy  of  a  set  of  regulations,  (enclosure  B,)  which 
have  been  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  and 
Franco  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  hiring  Chinese  laborers  to  go  abroad.  The 
English  and  French  versions  are  both  enclosed.  In  my  rfeply  (enclosure  C)  I 
have  mentioned  the  law  of  February  19,  1862,  which  I  am  almost  sure  is  the 
only  ordinance  on  this  subject  in  the  statute  book  of  any  nation,  as  the  reason 
for  not  notifying  them  to  our  countrymen.  I  may  also  add  that  before  they 
appeared,iBaron  Rehfues,  the  Prussian  minister  to  China,  had  refused  to  allow 
Prussian  vessels  to  carry  coolies  pending  a  reference  to  Berlin. 

The  history  of  the  coolie  traffic  since  1849,  when  the  Peruvians  came  to  Can- 
ton to  get  laborers  to  dig  guano  on  the  Chinchas  islands,  is  a  sad  result  of  the 
foreign  intercourse  which  has  been  forced  upon  China  and  its  people.  In  car- 
rying it  on,  the  most  flagitious  acts  have  been  committed  by  the  natives  upon 
each  other,  under  the  stimulus  of  rewards  offered  bv  foreigners  to  bring  then* 
coolies,  while  the  character  of  all  foreigners  has  been  covered  with  infamy 
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among  the  inhabitants  of  Canton  province,  especially  in  the  rural  districts.  The 
cruel  treatment  sufifered  by  many  of  these  deceived  people  in  the  barracoons  to 
force  them  to  sign  contracts  and  embark,  is  too  well  authenticated  to  be  doubted ; 
and  especially  has  this  evidence  deepened  the  opprobrium  which  has  fastened 
upon  Macao  as  the  place  where  the  worst  deeds  were  done.  In  1S59  the  terror 
of  kidnappers  was  so  great  among  the  natives  in  that  city  and  neighborhood 
that  they  durst  not  venture  abroad  by  night;  and  I  printed  a  small  tract  for  circu- 
lation in  that  region,  warning  the  people  of  the  wiles  practiced  to  entrap  them 
"like  pigs  in  a  basket-"  Out  of  the  cargoes  which  have  left  Macao  during  the 
last  fifteen  years,  consisting  mostly  of  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
thirty  yeai'S,  only  a  few  scores  have  returned. 

The  records  of  this  legation  contain  so  many  statements  going  to  prove  these 
remarks,  that  I  ileed  not  enlarge.  Since  1861  less  has  been  written  to  the 
department,  partly  because  our  flag  has  not  been  used,  and  partly  because  the 
trade  itself  dwindled  to  a  few  ships  carrying  the  coolies  to  Peru,  Trinidad,  and 
Cuba  during  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States.  It  has  revived  within  the  last 
fifteen  months,  especially  to  Cuba.  In  the  year  1859  emigration  offices  wero 
established  by  the  provincial  authorities  in  Kwang-tung  province,  to  protect  the 
lives  and  rights  of  their  people  emigrating  as  laborers ;  bat  a  large  majority  of 
the  coolies  have  gone  from  Macao,  where  the  delay,  expense  and  surveillance 
which  attended  their  engagement  in  the  emigration  offices  were  greatly  dimin- 
ished or  avoided,  so  that  the  laudable  efforts  of  Chinese  rulers  were,  in  a  great 
measure,  neutralized.  All  those  taken  to  English  colonies  (chiefly  to  Trinidad) 
have,  I  believe,  been  engaged  in  the  emigration  offices ;  but  the  enterprise  of 
thus  supplying  laboi:  there  is  said  not  to  pay,  though  the  emigrauts  and  their 
families  are  reported  to  be  satisfied  with  their  lot. 

The  failure  to  effect  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Portu- 
gal in  1S64,  has  apparently  led  the  Macao  authorities  to  put  the  settlement  in  a 
state  of  defence;  but  the  Chinese  have  no  wish  to  provoke  hostilities.  How- 
ever, being  unable  to  exercise  any  supervision  over  the  emigration  thence,  they 
disallow  it  altogether  in  these  rci^ulations,  and  I  hope  their  people  will  soon 
learn  that  it  is  illegal,  and  that  ere  long  the  supply  will  be  altogether  cut  off. 
No  coolies  have  been  shipped  from  Hong  Kong  for  several  years  ;  indeed,  it  is 
well  understood  in  all  that  region  that  emigrants  go  from  Hong  Kong  and  coolies 
from  Macao. 

1  am  somewhat  skeptical  how  far  these  regulations  will  prevent  the  evils  now 
complained  of,  until  a  year  or  so  of  trial  has  proven  whether  the  energy  of  those 
who  make  gain  by  the  traffic  will  not  overcome  the  remedial  measures  now  to 
go  into  immediate  operation.  Even  the  most  disinterested  officials  cannot  at 
once  remove  the  ignorance  which  is  imposed  upon  by  specious  tales,  or  the  pov- 
erty which  is  tempted  by  the  bounty  offered ;  and,  after  all,  these  two  facts, 
poverty  and  ignorance,  underlie  the  whole  business,  and  are  worked  upon  by 
crafty  agents  to  fill  their  own  pockets.  Yet  I  think  it  altogether  probable  that 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  coolies  go  willingly,  though  stupidly  ignorant  where 
they  are  going  and  what  they  are  to  do. 

My  expectation  is,  however,  that  though  other  flags  can  be  obtained  to  carry 
on  the  trade  from  Macao,  the  Portuguese  authorities  will  not  persistently  set 
themselves  against  these  reasonable  rules  to  protect  every  emigrant  leaving  his 
native  land  as  a  hired  laborer.  « 

I  am  indebted  to  the  British  minister  for  a  copy  of  his  despatch  accompany- 
ing the  regulations,  (enclosure  D,)  which  he  furnished  me  at  my  request.  Its 
perusal  will  repay  you,  especially  the  remarks  on  the  appointment  of  consuls 
from  China  to  countries  with  which  she  has  treaties.  Such  a  functionary  would 
do  much  to  reconcile  the  laborer  to  his  new  condition  by  sending  letters  and 
funds  home,  interpreting  for  and  counselling  him  in  cases  of  accusation  for 
crimei  dding  him  to  return  to  his  friends,  &c.     It  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  plaiu 
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that  the  Chinese  government  has  a  reciprocal  right  to  appoint  consuls  upon  this 
point,  as  it  is  not  unlikely  to  come  up  (dler  the  return  of  Pin-tajin.  Almost  all 
the  treaties  stipulate  for  the  reception  of  ministers  irom  the  Emperor  of  China, 
but  none  of  them  specially  mention  consuls ;  yet  the  lesser  privilege  is  doubtless 
involved  in  the  greater. 

I  regard  these  regulations  as  an  index  of  progress.  They  show  some  solicit- 
ude for  the  welfare  of  subjects  who  have  gone  abroad,  and  form  the  first  recog- 
nition from  the  Emperor  that  his  people  emigrating  to  other  lands  are  not  expa- 
triated or  forgotten.  If  carried  out  honestly,  the  obloquy  heretofore  attendant 
upon  the  trade,  and  the  bad  reputation  of  the  foreign  name,  will  both  soon 
cease. 

If  Congress  sees  proper  to  repeal  the  law  of  1862,  laborers  could  be  taken 
to  California,  where  railroads  and  other  public  works  will  demand  thousands  o 
hands  to  complete  them ;  though  if  high  wages  and  good  treatment  were  offered, 
as  many  free  emigrants  might  go  as  were  needed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Ckafge  d^ Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretafi/  of  StntCt  Washington^  D.  C, 

P.  S. — Information  has  just  reached  this  place  of  the  destruction  of  an  Italian 
vessel,  the  Napoleon  Canevaro,  bound  for  Havana  from  Macao.  It  is  reported 
by  a  part  of  the  crew,  who  were  picked  up  not  far  from  Hong  Kong,  that  symp- 
toms* of  insubordination  appearing  among  the  coolies,  the  captain  drove  them 
below  and  battened  down  the  hatches.  Flames  soon  appeared,  which  the  crew 
vainly  endeavored  to  extinguish*  aud  they  soon  left  in  their  boats,  without  even 
opeiAng  the  hatches. 

In  January  the  British  ship  Pride  of  the  Ganges,  bound  to  Guiana,  with 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  emigrants,  was  captured  by  them. 
They  threw  the  captain  and  purser  overboard,  and  compelled  the  mate  to  land 
them  on  Hainan  island,  after  which  he  brought  the  vessel  back  to  port. 

In  Fjebruary  the  French  ship  Hong  Kong,  bound  for  Havana  with  over 
three  hundred  coolies,  was  captured  by  about  a  score  of  them,  who  had  armed 
themselves  at  Whampoa.  These,  aided  by  the  rest,  possessed  themselves  of 
what  little  treasure  was  on  board,  and  nearly  all  escaped  to  the  land,  where  they 
were  in  turn  plundered  by  the  fishermen. 

These  things  show  the  necessity  of  the  regulations,  which  have  now  been 
adopted  to  prevent,  if  possible,  wrongs  and  violence  \>y  both  those  who  go 
as  laborers,  and  those  who  hire  them. 

S.  W.  W. 


Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Williams. 
[Translation.] 

^nce  KuNG,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aflairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 
By  one  of  the  articles  in  the  conventions  made  wiih  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain 
and  Frauce  at  Peking  in  1860,  it  was  a^eed  that  Chinese  subjects  coald.  be  hired  as  laborers, 
to  go  out  of  the  country  on  service.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  provision,  the  Foreign  Office 
has  now  been  in  consaitation  with  their  excellencies,  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock,  the  British 
minister,  and  M.  de  Bellonet,  the  French  charg^  d'affaires,  upon  the  details,  and  have  now 
agreed  upon  a  set  of  regulations,  arranged  under  twenty-two  heads,  to  which  both  parties 
have  signed  their  names  aud  affixed  their  seals,  in  order  to  certify  them  and  spsure  their  ob- 
servance. 

Orders  have  been  sent  by  these  ministers  to  all  the  British  and  French  merchants  to  con- 
form to  these  regulations ;  and  I  have  also  forwarded  instructions  to  the  superintendents  of 
32  D  C  ^ 
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commerce  tt  Tientsin  and  Shanghai,  and  to  all  the  fforemor-generale  and  governora  of  the 
maritime  provinces,  to  see  that  every  one  of  their  siuordinate  officials  likewise  follows  them 
in  every  particular. 

The  treaty  with  the  United  States  contains  no  special  stipulation  relating  to  the  hiring  of 
laborers  to  go  abroad  on  service.  •  But  in  order  that  all  foreign  merchants  may  avail  them- 
selves  of  this  privilege,  and  also  that  the  rights  of  those  natives  who  are  hired  may  be  pro- 
tected, it  is  necessary  that  a  uniform  system  of  conducting  the  business  be  followed.  A  copy 
of  the  regulations  is  enclosed  for  your  excellency*8  information ;  and  I  will  be  obliged  if  vou 
will  enjoin  on  all  Auierican  merchantb  who  intend  to  eng^age  laborers,  scrupulously  to  follow 
them.  They  have  been  drawn  up  in  consequence  of  the  many  vlUanous  natives  who  prowl 
about  to  decoy  and  beguile  their  unwary  countrymen  to  oonsent  to  go  abroad,  and  then  turn 
around  and  sell  them,  thus  bringing  no  end  of  suffering  on  our  people ;  so  that  there  is  special 
need  for  establishing  some  rules  to  protect  the  rights  of  native  laborers.  I  am  confident  that 
you  will  give  them  your  cordial  support,  for  every  humane  person  or  honorable  man  must 
earnestly  desire  to  see  them  carried  into  effect. 

It  appears  that  many  crafly  Chineee  live  in  Macao,  who  entrap  and  decoy  people,  or  even 
kidnap  them,  to  carnr  them  abroad  to  service,  so  that  the  dwellers  along  the  sea-coasts  have 
been  greatly  afflicted  by  their  malpractices.  No  Chinese  officers  having  yet  been  appointed 
to  live  in  that  city,  there  is  no  properly  qualified  person  there  to  oversee  and  regulate  this 
matter ;  and,  therefore,  it  Ls  for  the  present  not  permitted  to  hire  laborers  and  ship  them  from 
Macao. 

I  request  particularly  that  when  these  regulations  are  made  known  to  American  merchants, 
you  will  specially  point  out  that  they  are 'neither  to  engage  laborers  at  that  place,  nor  permit 
their  ships  to  take  them  on  board  at  that  port.  If  this  be  carried  out,  I  confidently  expect 
that  this  business  can  be  satisfactorily  arranged ;  and  it  is  a  principal  r^on  for  making  this 
communication. 

March  15,  1866,  (Tungohi,  fifth  year,  first  moon,  twenty-ninth  day.) 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Wiluams, 

Charge  d'Affairu  of  UnUed  States  to  China, 


B.  • 

Convention  to  regulate  the  engagement  of  China  emigrants  by  British  and  French  subjects. 

The  government  of  his  Migesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  having  requested  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  conventions  signed  at  Peking  the  24th  and  25th  of  October,  1860,  a  set 
of  regulations  should  be  framed  to  secure  to  Chinese  emigrants  those  safeguards  which  are 
required  for  their  moral  and  physical  well-being,  the  following,  after  due  discirssion  and 
deliberation  of  the  Ya-mdn  of  foreign  aihurs,  have  been  adopted  oy  the  undersigned,  and  will 
henceforth  be  in  force : 

REGULATIONS. 

Articlb  I. 

Any  person  desiring  to  open  an  emigrant  agency  in  any  port  in  China  must  make  an  ap- 
plication in  writing  to  that  effect  to  his  consul,  enclosing  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  the  rules 
which  be  proposes  to  observe  in  his  establishment,  a  copv  of  the  contract  which  he  offers  to 
emigrants,  together  with  the  necessary  proofs  that  he  has  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
imposed  by  the  laws  of  his  countiy  regulating  emigration. 

Article  II. 

• 

The  consul,  after  having  assured  himself  of  the  solvency  and  respectability  of  the  i4>pli- 
cant,  and  having  examined  and  approved  the  copies  of  the  rules  and  contracts,  shall  com- 
municate them  to  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  shall  request  them  to  issue  the  license  neces- 
saiy  for  opening  an  emigration  agency.  g 

The  license,  together  with  the  niles  and  contracts  as  approved  by  the  Chinese  aathonties, 
will  be  registered  at  the  consulate. 

Article  III. 

No  license  to  open  an  emigpration  agency  shall  be  withdrawn  except  upon  soffident 
grounds,  and^en  only  with  the  sanction  of  the  consul.  In  such  a  case  the  emigration  agent 
shall  have  no  claim  to  compensation  for  the  closing  of  his  establishment  and  the  suspension 
of  his  operations. 
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Article  IV. 

Ko  modification  of  the  rules  and  contracts,  when  once  approved  by  the  consnl  and  by  the 
Chinese  authorities,  shall  be  made  without  their  express  consent.  And  in  order  that  no  emi- 
grant may  be  iraorant  of  them,  the  said  rules  ana  contracts  shall  in  all  cases  be  posted  up 
on  the  door  of  the  emigration  agency  aud  in  the  quarters  of  the  emigrants. 

The  emigration  agents  shaU  be  allowed  to  circulate  and  make  generally  known  in  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  province  copies  of  these  rules  and  contracts,  which  must  in  all 
cases  bear  the  seals  of  the  Chinese  authorities  and  ot  the  consulate. 

Article  V. 

Eveiy  emigration  agent  shall  be  held  responsible,  under  the  laws  of  his  country,  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  clauses  of  the  contract  signed  by  him  until  its  expiration. 

Article  VI. 

Every  Chinese  applied  toby  the  emigration  agent  to  find  him  emigrants  shall  be  provided 
with  a  special  license  from  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  he  alone  will  be  responsible  for 
any  act  done  by  him  in  the  above  capacity,  that  may  be,  whether  intentionally  or  uninten- 
tionally, in  contravjention  of  the  laws  of  the  empire. 

Article  VIL 

Every  Chinese  wishing  to  emigrate  under  an  engagement  shall  cause  his  name  to  be 
entered  in  a  register  kept  for  that  purpose,  in  the  presence  of  the  emigration  agent  and  of  an 
inspector  deputed  by  the  Chinese  government.  He  will  then  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  his 
home,  or  to  remain  in  the  emigration  depot,  to  await  the  departure  of  the  ship  which  is  to 
carry  him  to  his  destination. 

Article  VIIL 

The  contracts  shall  specify : 

1st  Ttie  place  of  destination  and  the  length  of  the  engagement 

2d.  The  right  of  the  emigrant  to  be  conveyed  back  to  his  own  country,  and  the  sum  that 
shall  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  his  contract  to  cover  the  expense  of  lus  voyage  home  and 
that  of  his  family,  should  they  accompany  him. 

3d.  Tlie  number  of  working  days  in  the  year  and  the  length  of  each  day's  work. 

4th.  The  wages,  rations,  clothing  and  other  advantages  promised  to  the  emigrant.  , 

5th.  Gratuitous  medical  attendance. 

6th.  The  sum  which  the  emigrant  agrees  to  set  aside  out  of  his  monthly  wages  for  the 
benefit  of  persons  to  be  named  by  him,  should  he  desire  to  appropriate  any  sum  to  such  a 
purpose. 

7th.  Copy  of  the  8th,  9th,  10th,  14th  and  22d  articles  of  these  re^^tions. 

Any  clause  which  shall  purport  to  render  invalid  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  regulation  is 
null  and  void. 

Article  IX. 

The  term  of  each  emigrant's  engagement  shall  not  exceed  ^ye  years ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  contract  shall  be  paid  for  him,  to  cover  the  expense  of  his 
return  to  his  country.  In  the  event  of  his  obtaining  permission  to  remain  without  an  en- 
gac^emeut  in  the  colony,  this  sum  will  be  placed  in  his  own  hands. 

It  shall  always  be  at  the  option  of  the  emigrant  to  enter  into  a  second  engagement  of  five 
years,  for  which  he  shall  be  paid  a  premium  equivalent  to  one-half  the  cost  of  his  return  to 
China.  In  such  a  case,  the  sum  desdned  to  cover  the  expense  of  his  return  home  shall  not 
be  paid  until  the  expiration  of  his  second  engagement. 

Every  emigrant  who  may  become  invalided  and  incapable  of  working,  shall  be  allowed, 
without  waiting  for  the  expiration  of  his  contract,  to  claim  before  the  legal  courts  of  the 
colony  or  territory  where  he  may  be,  payment  on  his  behalf  of  the  sum  destined  to  cover  the 
expense  of  his  return  to  China. 

Article  X. 

The  emigrant  shall  in  no  case  be  forced  to  work  more,  than  six  days  oat  of  seven,  nor 
more  than  nine  hours  and  a  half  in  the  day. 

The  emigrant  shall  be  free  to  arrange  with  his  employer  the  conditions  of  work  by  the 
piece  or  job,  and  of  all  extra  labor  undertaken  during  davs  and  hours  set  apart  for  rest. 

The  obligation,  on  holidays,  to  attend  to  cattle,  or  to  do  such  service  as  the  necessities  of 
daily  life  may  demand,  shall  not  be  considered  as  labor.  (^ r^r^r^]r> 

''"  "^  Digitized  by  V^OOQlc 


500  DIPLOMATIC   C0RRE8B0NDENCE. 

Article  XI. 

No  enfl^agement  to  emifrrate,  entered  into  by  any  Chinese  subject  nnder  twenty  years  of 
age,  willbe  valid,  unless  ne  prodace  a  certificate  from  the  proper  Chinese  anthoritics,  stating 
that  he  has  been  authorized  to  contract  such  engagement  by  his  parents,  or  in  default  of  his 
parents,  by  the  magistrate  of  the  port  at  which  he  is  to  embark. 

Article  xn. 

After  four  days,  but  not  less,  firom  the  date  of  the  entry  of  the  emigrants  name  on  the 
register  of  the  agency,  the  officer  deputed  by  the  Chinese  eovemmeut  being  present,  the 
contract  shall  be  read  to  the  emigrant,  and  he  shall  be  asked  whether  he  agrees  to  it,  and 
having  answered  in  the  afBrmative,  he  shall  then  and  there  append  his  signature  thereto. 

Article  Xin. 

The  contract  once  signed,  the  emigrant  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  agent,  and  must  not  absent 
himself  from  the  depot  without  the  permission  of  the  agent. 

fiefore  embarking,  every  emigrant  shall  be  called  before  the  officer  deputed  by  the  Chinese 
authorities,  to  ratify  his  contract,  which  shall  be  registered  at  the  consulate. 

Twenty-four  hours  before  the  sailing  of  the  ship  the  emigrants  shall  be  mustered  onboard 
before  the  consul  and  the  inspector  of  customs,  or  their  deputies,  and  the  lit^t  shall  be  finally 
closed  for  signature  and  registration  by  the  consul  and  the  inspector. 

Any  individual  refusing  to  proceed  after  this  muster  shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  his  maint^ance  in  the  emigration  depot,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cash  (one-tenth  of  a 
tael)  per  diem.  In  default  of  payment  he  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  Chinese  magistrate  to 
be  punished  according  to  the  laws. 

Article  XIV. 

Any  sum  handed  over  to  the  emigrant  before  his  departure  shall  only  be  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  premium  upon  his  engagement.  All  advances  upon  his  future  wages  are  formally 
forbidden,  except  in  the  case  oftheir  being  appropriated  to  the  use  of  his  family  ;  and  the 
consul  will  take  especial  pains  to  provide  against  their  beinf  employed  in  any  other  way. 
Such  advances  shall  not  exceed  six  months^ wages,  and  shall  be  covered  by  a  stoppage  of 
one  dollar  per  month,  until  the  entire  debt  shall  nave  been  paid. 

It  is  absolutely  forbidden,  whether  on  the  voyage  or  during  the  emigrant's  stay  in  the 

colony  or  territory  in  which  he  may  be  employed,  to  make  any  advances  to  liini  in  money  or 

kind,  payable  after  the  expiration  of  his  engagement.    Any  agreement  of  this  nature  shall 

be  null  and  void,  and  shall  give  the  creditor  no  power  to  oppose  the  return  of  the  emigrant 

*  to  his  country  at  the  time  fixed  by  the  contract 

Article  XV. 

The  ^migrant,  during  his  stay  in  the  depot,  shall  be  bound  to  conform  to  the  regulations 
adopted  for  its  internal  economy  by  the  consul  and  the  Chinese  authorities. 

Article  XVL 

Any  emigrant  who  may  be  riotous,  or  guilty  of  any  misconduct  shall  be  immediately 
locked  up,  until  the  arrival  of  the  officers  deputed  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  to  whom  he 
will  be  handed  over  to  be  punished  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  empire ;  the  officers 
of  the  agency  being  in  no  case  authorized  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  Imnds,  and  inflict 
any  punishment. 

Article  XVIL 

The  deputies  of  the  consul  and  of  the  Chinese  authorities  shall  at  all  times  be  empowered 
to  demand  admittance  to  the  agency,  and  to  summon  the  emigrants  before  them  for  the  pur- 
poses of  interrogation. 

They  will  be  present  at  the  signing  of  the  contracts  and  at  the  embarcation  of  the  coolies. 

They  wiU  see  to  the  maintenance  of  order,  to  the  healthiness  and  cleanliness  of  the  rooms 
destined  to  receive  the  emigrants,  to  the  separation  of  families  and  women,  and  to  the  ar- 
rangements  on  board  the  transport  ships. 

They  may  at  any  time  demand  that  experts  or  medical  officers  shall  be  called  in,  in  order 
to  verify  any  defects  which  they  may  have  remarked;  they  may  suspend  the  embarcation  of 
emigrants  in  ships,  the  arrangements  on  board  of  which  may  seem  to  them  defective,  and 
they  may  reject  coolies  afflicted  with  contagious  diseases. 

Article  XVUI. 

The  emigration  agent  shall  be  bound  to  pay  into  the  Customs  Bank  the  sum  of  three 
dollars  for  every  male  adult  entered  on  the  list  of  cooUet  embarked,  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
inspection.  ^ 
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Article  XIX. 

Any  emigrant  claimed  by  the  Chinese  g^overnment  as  an  offender  against  the  law  shall 
be  handed  over  to  the  authorities  without  opposition,  through  the  consul ;  and  in  such  case 
the  whole  sum  expended  for  the  maintenance  of  the  emigrant  in  the  agency,  or  on  board  ship, 
shall  be  repaid  immediately  to  the  emigration  agent,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cash  (one- 
tenth  of  a  tael)  per  diem. 

•  The  sum  of  the  premium  advances,  clothes,  &.C.,  entered  in  the  agency  register  against 
such  emigrant,  shall  in  like  manner  be  repaid  by  the  Chinese  goyernment 

Article  XX. 

The  emigration  asrent  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  embark  emigrants  on  board  any  ship  which 
shall  not  have  satisfied  the  consul  that  in  respect  of  its  internal  economy,  stores  and  sanitary 
arrangements,  all  the  conditions  required  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  the  said  ship 
may  belong  are  fulfilled. 

Should  the  Chinese  authorities,  upon  the  report  of  the  officers  deputed  by  them,  conceive 
it  their  duty  to  protest  against  the  embarcation  of  a  body  of  emigrants  in  a  ship  approved 
by  the  consul,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  customs  to  suspend  the  granting  oi  the  ship's 
port  clearance  until  further  information  shall  have  been  obtained,  and  until  the  final  decision 
of  the  legation  of  the  country  to  which  the  suspected  ship  belongs  shall  have  been  pro- 
nounced. 

Article  XXI. 

On  arrival  of  the  ship  at  her  destination,  the  duplicate  of  the  list  of  emigrants  shall  be 
presented  by  the  captain  to  be  tised  by  his  consul  and  by  the  local  authorities. 

In  the  margin,  and  opposite  to  the  name  of  each  emigrant,  note  shall  be  made  of  deaths, 
births,  and  dineases  during  the  voyage,  and  of  the  destination  assigned  to  each  emigrant  in 
the  colony  or  territory  in  which  he  is  to  be  enployed. 

This  document  shall  be  sent  by  the  emigration  agent  to  the  consul  at  the  port  at  which  the 
emigrants  embarked,  and  by  him  deliverea  to  the  Chinese  authorities. 

Article  XXII. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  emigrants  as  laborers  the  husband  shall  not  be  separated  from 
his  wife,  nor  shall  parents  be  separated  from  their  children,  being  under  fifteen  years  of  age. 

No  laborer  shall  be  bound  to  change  bis  employer  without  his  consent,  except  in  the  event 
of  the  factory  or  plantation  upon  wmch  he  is  employed  changing  hands. 

His  imperial  highness  the  Prince  of  Kung  has  further  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  China : 

1st.  That  the  Chinese  government  throws  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  free  emigration  ;  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  departure  of  Chinese  subjects,  embarking  of  their  own  free  will  and  at  their 
own  expense,  for  foreign  countries ;  but  that  all  attempts  to  brin^  Chinese  under  an  engage- 
ment to  emigrate,  otherwise  than  as  the  present  regulations  provide,  are  formally  forbidden, 
and  will  be  prosecuted  with  the  extreme  rigor  of  the  law. 

2d.  that  a  law  of  the  empire  punishes  by  death  those  who  by  fraud  or  by  force  may  kidnap 
Chinese  subjects  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  abroad  against  their  will. 

3d.  That  whereas  the  operations  of  emigration  agents,  with  a  view  to  the  supply  of  coolie 
labor  abroad,  are  authorized  at  all  the  open  ports,  when  conduct^  in  conformity  with  these 
regulations,  and  under  the  joint  supervision  of  the  consuls  and  the  Chinese  authorities,  it 
follows  that  where  this  joint  supervision  cannot  be  exercised,  such  operations  are  formi^ly 
forbidden. 

These  declarations  are  here  placed  on  record,  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  same  force 
and  validity  as  the  regulations  contained  in  the  twentv-two  articles  foregoing. 

Done  and  signed  at  Peking  in  triplicate,  the  5th  of^  Mar^  1866. 

RUTHERFORD  ALCOCK.  [L.S.] 

Seal  and  signature  of  Prin(;e  KUNG. 

HENRY  DE  BELLONNET.  [L.  8.] 


C. 

Mr.  ffilliamg  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  oV  thp  United  States, 

Peking,  March  19,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of  the  I5th  instant,  relating  to  the 
engagement  of  laborers  to  go  abroad  on  service,  and  enclosing  a  set  of  regulations  concern- 
ing this  business  in  twenty-two  articles,  and  disallowing  their  engagement  in  the  citjf  of 
Macao,  or  shipment  from  that  port,  in  order  more  efifectually  to  cany  oat  the  plaC)OQ[C 
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I  haye  carefully  examined  these  reg^lationg,  whieb  seem  to  be  well  adapted  to  prevent 
tbe  evils  which  have  attended  the  hiring  of  coolies.  Before  I  can  enjoin  their  observance 
upon  American  merchants,  however,  I  must  first  submit  them  to  the  careful  examination  of 
the  government  at  Washington,  and  awnit  the  action  of  Congress  upon  them ;  for  in  conse- 
quence of  the  flagrant  evils  connected  with  the  hiring  of  coolies  in  the  southern  provinces, 
where,  during  more  than  t«n  years  past,  .they  had  been  decoyed  away  or  kidnapped,  in  many 
instances,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  a  Uw  in  February,  1862,  forbidding: 
American  ships  to  carry  coolies  away  from  China ;  consequently,  during  the  past  four  years 
no  American  ship  has  carried  them.  At  that  time  the  Emperor's  government  had  not  issued 
any  regulations,  and  this  law  was  enacted  out  of  a  regard  to  the  grievous  miseries  which  the 
Chinese  suffered. 

I  may  also  here  allude  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Ward,  late  United  States  minister  to  China, 
who,  on  being  informed  by  Lao,  the  governor  general,  that  an  American  ship  at  Whampoa 
had  over  330  coolies  on  board,  some  of  whom  were  detained  against  their  will,  ordered  them 
all  to  be  examined  at  the  office  of  the  Nanhai  magistrate  in  Canton,  when  it  was  ascertained 
that  every  one  of  them  was  unwilling  to  go,  and  so  all  were  released  to  g^  home. 

But  the  dreadful  evils  connected  with  the  coolie  trade  are  not  yet  stopped,  and  I  am  gprati- 
fied  to  see  that  your  imperial  highness  is  now  taking  measures  for  the  protection  and  well- 
being  of  the  people.  They  constitute  the  streng^  of  the  kingdom ;  and  when  it  is  strong 
in  its  people  it  is  then  in  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Euko,  8fc  ,  8fc,,  8fc. 


8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 


Sir  R.  Alcock  to  Lord  Clarendon, 

Peking,  March  24,  1866. 
Mt  Lord  :  The  Prince  of  Kun^  last  September  prepared  a  set  of  regulations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Chinese  emigrating  as  hired  laborers  in  accordance  with  the  articles  referring^  to 
this  subject  in  the  English  and  French  conventions  of  October,  1860.    Mr.  Wade,  in  antici- 

Sation  of  my  arrival,  had  replied  in  general  terms,  while  M.  De  BellofUet,  the  French  charg6 
'affaires,  occupied  the  intervening  time  in  framing  a  carefullv  digested  project,  which  be 
bad  communicated  to  this  legation  and  discussed,  article  by  article,  with  Mr.  Wade  and  Mr. 
Hart. 

The  regulations  thus  prepared  appeared  to  me  well  adapted  to  correct  abuses  at  the  porta, 
after  some  modifications  suggested  by  my  former  experience  at  Canton.  They  were  accord- 
ingly embodied  in  the  enclo^  convention,  which  was  signed  on  the  5th  instant  by  Prince 
Rung,  the  French  charg^  d'affaires,  and  myself.  When  the  new  regulations  come  into  force 
all  liabilitv  to  grave  abuses  at  tbe  ports  may  be  considered  at  an  end.  But  the  far  greater 
evil  of  kidnapping  and  shipping  coolies  from  Macao,  to  which  the  Prince  refers  in  the  enclosed 
letter  addresned  to  the  several  legations,  will  still  continue,  and  can  only  be  met  by  other  and 
larger  measures,  in  which  all  the  treaty  powers  must  take  part.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  learn 
from  a  return  of  shipments  from  Macoa  in  tbe  year  1865,  prepared  for  M.  De  Bellonet,  it 
appears  that  some  15,000  Chinese  laborers  are  likely  to  be  shipped  annually  to  Spanish,  Pe- 
ruvian, and  Chilian  ports,  where  they  are  sold  into  virtual  slavery.  That  these  unfortunate 
coolies  are  kidnapped  or  otherwise  entrapped  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Portuguese  gov- 
ernment at  Macao,  is  so  generally  asserted  and  believed  by  Chinese  and  foreigners  alike, 
having  personal  observation  to  guide  them,  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  question.  Officially 
denied  by  the  Portuguese  authorities  implicated,  the  conviction  yet  remains,  and  such  charges 
are  continually  reiterated  in  the  ^ng-Kong  newspapers  as  go  to  prove  it.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  join  in  the  conclusion,  that  if  these  norrors  of  a  slave  frade,  worse  than  that  of  the 
poor  African  negro,  exist  in  the  colony  of  a  Christian  state,  *'  all  nations  ought  to  unite  to  put 
an  end  to  it  "  To  effect  this  nothing  more  seems  required  than  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
powers  having  treaties  with  China — first,  as  regards  the  source  of  the  evil ;  and  secondly, 
tbe  destination  of  the  victims.  The  only  acknowledged  slave  trade  in  the  world  which  now 
exists,  it  appears,  is  directed  exclusively  to  the  shores  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico,  and  Spain 
has  reeently  declared  a  desire  **  to  fulfil  its  solemn  compacts  and  to  stamp  the  trade  with  the 
seal  of  its  absolute  reprobation."  But  Peru  and  Chili  largely  import  these  coolies,  who, 
without  protection  or  safeguard,  are  only  slaves  under  another  name.  Portugal  having  no 
colonies  to  be  benefited  by  the  .labor  of  immigrants,  is  only  eng^aged  in  this  nefarious  traffic 
fur  the  profit  cbiefiv  of  a  few  individuals  at  Macao,  many  of  whom  are  not  even  her  own 
subjects.  It  may  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  Lisbon  will  not,  for  such  in- 
adequate ends,  refuse  to  co-operate  with  other  powers  to  dry  up  the  source  and  thus  remove 
the  reproach  now  attaching  by  common  report  to  the  Portuguese  authorities  in  the  colonjr. 

It  cannot  be  wondered  at,  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  prince  of  Kung,  in  his  official 
despatch,  should  distinctly  speciiy  Macao  as  the  seat  of  the  evil,  and  invite  the  treaty  powers 
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to  interdict  the  shipment  of  coolies  thence  hy  yessels  under  their  respective  flags.  He  mi^es 
&  further  request  tnat  if  Chinese  snbiects  are  taken  to  countries  with  which  China  has  no 
treaty  relations — as  the  French  and  English,  under  the  convention  of  1860,  have  the  right  of 
transport  without  limitation — that  efficient  protection  will  be  extended  to  them  bv  the  power 
under  whose  flag  thev  are  shipped.  How  far  this  would  be  an  effective  safeguara,  or  woether 
any  real  protection  by  consular  and  diplomatic  agents  could  be  extended  in  the  Spanish 
colonies,  or  in  Peru  and  Chili,  is  very  doubtful.  Bot  if  France  and  England  were  willing 
to  renounce  the  privilege  secured  to  them  by  the  convention,  of  transporting  coolies  to  any 
countries  with  which  China  had  not  entered  into  treaty  relations,  it  would,  in  that  case, 
cease  to  be  a  right  for  any  other  power,  and  ^e  Chinese  government  could  have  the  option 
of  protecting  its  subjects  by  appointing  consular  agents  of  their  own  at  the  ports  of  disem- 
barcation.  I  assume  that,  by  inteirnational  usage,  the  reciprocal  right  of  appointing  consuls 
vests  in  China  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  already  made.  If  this 
be  correct,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  at  no  distant  period,  the  Chinese  government  might 
be  induced  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  expediency  of  exercising  this  privilege. 
Having  already  a  very  large  staff  of  foreigners  attached  to  the  customs,  who  speak  and  write 
Chinese,  they  nave  the  means  always  at  hand  ot  appointing  trustworthy  consular  agents, 
able  alike  to  communicate  with  the  Chinese  emigrants  aud  the  authorities  of  the  country 
where  they  might  be  located  obviously  an  essential  condition. 

This  would  in  itself  contribute  a  step  of  no  small  importance  as  tending  to  promote 
the  rapid  development  of  more  cordial  relations  between  China  and  the  several  treaty  powers, 
to  the  manifest  advantage  of  all.  The  Chinese  government  mieht  thus  gain  interesting  re- 
ports of  foreign  countries  from  their  own  accredited  agents,  and  new  sources  of  information. 

This  first  innovation  would  attract  attention,  and  sooner  or  later  would  probably  lead  to 
another,  in  the  appointment  of  dipolomatic  agents  to  represent  them  in  the  western  capitals. 
Were  it  not  a  question  of  humanity,  therefore,  appealing  strongly  to  the  sense  of  justice  and 
the  sympathies  of  every  civilized  power,  the  means  here  contemplated  recommend  them- 
selves as  initiating  a  policy  full  of  promise  for  the  future.  Viewed  in  either  light,  I  trust  your 
lordship  may  concur  with  me  as  to  the  desirability  ot  co-operatioir  among  the  treaty  powers, 
and  put  an  end  to  a  state  of  things,  at  all  events,  reflecting  the  gravest  reproach  on  western 
nations,  through  whose  agency  it  is  alone  established  and  perpetuated. 

In  this  hope  I  joined  M*  defiellonet  in  signing  the  convention.      •        «        •        « 
I  have,  &c., 


Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Foreign  Office, 


E.  ALCOCK. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  28.J  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  April  6,  1866! 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  of  tlie  despatches  Nos.  7 
and  12  relating  to  the  case  of  Burgeviae ;  and  to  send  you,  in  connection  with 
Nos.  3  and  6  of  mine  last  year,  two  additional  documents  closing  the  subject, 
viz  :  the  report  of  the  Chinese  authorities  respecting  the  di^osal  of  his  body 
(enclosure  A,)  dated  2d  November,  1865,  and  (enclosure  B)  my  letter  to  them 
of  the  2d  instant,  giving  your  decision  as  to  the  disposal  to  be  made  of  the  crim- 
inal. These  two  papers  should  be  prefixed  to  the  long  despatch  in  the  form 
of  a  report  to  me  from  the  consul  general,  dated  February  2, 1866,  which  has 
been  lately  forwarded  tc^you  from  Shanghai. 

I  hesitated  at  first  whether  it  was  desirable  to  inform  the  Chinese  of  your  de- 
cision, though  they  had  particularly  requested  it ;  but  after  reading  the  note 
sent  by  Burgevine  to  the  consul  at  Fuhchau,  June  3,  it  seemed  to  be  a  good 
opportunity  at  the  same  time  to  protest  against  the  cruelty  exercised  towards 
him  and  his  fellow-prisoners  by  the  provincial  officers  of  Fuhkien.     Whatever 

Slans  the  officials  at  Peking  may  have  had  regarding  his  ultimate  disposal,  I 
0  not  think  that  this  harsh  treatment  can  be  charged  to  them ;  their  wish  was 
to  execute  him  themselves.  But  the  central  government  is  very  weak  in  such 
eases,  and  a  pragmatic  governor  or  general  easily  sets  aside  their  orders  to  carry 
out  bis  own  ends,  and  then  reports  whatever  he  sees  fit.  « 

Though  the  Emperor  may  be  sure  that  his  proconsuls  in  the  provinces  will  on 
the  whole  act  loyally  towards  him,  their  semi-independence  and  wilfulness  of 
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restraint  form  one  of  the  most  nnsatisfftctory  features  o£  Chinese  polity  that 
foreign  officials  have  to  deal  with  peaceably. 

This  case  of  Burgevine  illustrates  some  of  these  points  better  than  any  re- 
marks of  mine ;  and  a  perusal  of  all  the  documents  will  enable  you  to  judge 
whether  he  and  his  felllow-prisoners  were  drowned  intentionally  or  accidentally, 
as  well  as  we  in  China  can  do.  The  question  has  been  much  discussed  among 
foreigners,  though  I  suppose  it  can  never  be  decided ;  and  each  one's  opinion 
would  be  biased  by  his  estimate  of  the  people.  I  think  that  the  boat  was  up- 
set by  the  cun-ent ;  and  that  this  unforeseen  accident  balked  Governor  Li  at 
Nanking  of  his  expected  pleasure  of  getting  his  enemy  into  his  power. 

The  whole  career  of  Ward  and  Burgevine  in  the  service  of  this  government 
was  experimental  and  unsatisfac^tory,  and  shows  that  the  position  of  our  country- 
men in  it  should  be  better  defined.  The  Peking  authorities  see  now  how  haz- 
ardous it  was,  and  they  can  avoid  future  disagreements ;  but  their  pouition  in 
1860  was  a  desperate  one,  and  they  adopted  a  good  plan,  as  it  proved,  by  en- 
couraging Ward  to  initiate  the  drilling  their  men  in  foreign  arms  and  tactics. 
Now  they  are  carrying  out  this  plan  widely  and  efficiently. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d*  Affairei* 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  2>.  C 

P.  S. — ^April  9 :  a  reply  has  unexpectedly  just  come  from  Prince  Kung, 
(enclosure  G)  which,  though  vague  in  its  terms,  is,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  in- 
tended to  assure  me  that  in  future  all  American  citizens  arrested  in  the  country 
will  be  handed  over  to  their  consuls.  The  governor  general  at  Canton  laf«t  year 
delivered  a  pian  named  Baffey  to  Mr.  Perry ;  he  had  been  aiding  the  rebels 
near  Amoy,  and  took  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  leave  thejn,  and  throw 
himself  upon  the  officials  in  the  northeast  of  Canton  province  ;  they  took  him 
down  to  the  city,  and  requested  the  consul  to  try  him,  but  I  have  not  heard  the 
result. 

s.  w,  w. 


Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Williams. 
f  [Translation.] 

Prince  Kung,  chief  seeretiyj  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewiih  makes  a  commnnication 
respecting  the  case  of  Bureevine,  who  was  drowned  in  the  district  of  Lanki,  in  Chehkiang, 
by  the  boat  upsetting  in  which  he  was  travelling. 

On  the  Ist  of  September  I  informed  you  that  Burgevine  had  been  drowned  by  the  boat 
upsetting,  and  that  his  coffin  was  still  at  Lanki ;  and  inquired  whether  his  body  should  be 
buried  in  the  same  place  where  it  was  found,  or  whether  you  luid  any  directions  to  give  re- 
specting its  being  brought  away  and  buried  elsewhere.  You  stated  in  reply  that  you  were 
much  obliged  to  the  district  magistrate  of  Lanki  for  recovering  the  body  of  Burgevine,  and 
for  his  oversight  in  having  it  put  into  a  coffin — acts  which  showed  his  kindness  of  heart — and 
wished  to  have  the  coffin  taken  to  Ningpo  and  delivered  to  the  United  States  consul  who 
would  bury  it 

Accordingly,  directions  were  sent  from  the  Foreign  Office  to  the  governor  of  Chehkiang  to 
comply  with  your  wishes.  A  despatch  has  now  bSen  received  from  Li,  the  superintendent 
of  commerce  at  Shanghai,  enclosing  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the  intendant  of  circuit  at 
Shanghai,  as  follows : 

*'  On  the  19th  of  September,  Mr.  Seward,  the  United  States  consul-general,  sent  his  inter- 
preter, Mr.  Allen,  to  Ningpo,  where  he  joined  the  vice-consul,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  they  together 
went  on  to  Lanki,  meeting  Siau  Tsin,  tne  officer  deputed  by  the  governor  of  Chehkiang  at 
that  pl|tce  on  the  28th,  and  all  conferred  with  the  river  bailiff  and  other  officials,  and  together 
went  out  of  the  north  gate  to  a  place  where  six  coffins  were  stored.  Among  these  was  to  be 
seen  Burgeyine*s,  vamlBhed  black  and  sprinkled  with  gold  leaf.  Mr.  Lewis,  having  closely 
interrogated  the  bailiff,  and  learned  that  extra  ceae  had  been  observed  in  putting  the  bod v  into 
the  coffin,  said  it  was  needless  to  open  it.    The  next  day  he  went  with  the  same  official  and 
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otbers  to  the  place  where  the  boat  was  upset,  and  where  Bura^ne's  body  wae  dragged  for 
and  foand,  having  ^yery  position  oareraUy  pointed  out,  and  making  a  drawing  of  the  lo- 
calities. 

"On  the  2d  of  October  a  public  bier  was  prepared,  and  the  river  bailiff  had  Burgevine*s 
coffin  put  on  board  a  boat  and  sent,  in  charge  ot  some  of  his  men,  to  Ningpo,  where  it  was 
received,  and  thence  forwarded  to  Shanghai." 

From  the  above  I  learn,  in  brief,  that  the  consul-general  had  sent  Mr.  Lewis,  his  vice- 
consul,  to  Lanki,  to  learn  the  particulars  respecting  the  disposal  of  Bargevine's  coffin  and  get 
it ;  and  further,  that  the  local  authorities  there  had  taken  good  care  of  it,  and  had  sent  men 
in  company  with  it  to  Ningpo,  where  it  wa^  received  and  forwarded  to  ShanghaL  This, 
therefore,  ends  this  case,  ana  I  now  inform  you  of  these  proceedings. 

Kovember  2,  1865,  (Tungchi  4th  year,  9th  moon,  lOfch  day.) 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Williams, 

UniUd  States  Chargi  d' Affaires. 


B. 

Mr,  WiUiams  to  Primes  Kung, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  April  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  case  of  Burgevine,  formerly  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese 
authorities,  and  to  my  despatch  of  Jane  21,  ldu5,  in  which  I  proposed  to  leave  him  in  your 
custody  until  I  could  receive  instructions  from  my  government  whether  be  might  be  surren- 
dered to  the  Chinese,  I  hava  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  highness  that  I  have  been  hon- 
ored with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  follows :     ^ 

*•  Although  the  offender,  Btirgevine,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  imperial  government,  he  is 
still  an  Americati  citizen,  and  must  accordingly  be  judged  by  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  and 
if,  on  the  trial,  his  guilt  is  proved  by  clear  evidence,  he  ma^  then  be  left  in  the  custody  of 
the  Chinese.  But  this  is  to  be  understood  to  rest  upon  the  voluntary  consent  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  grounds  of  national  honor,  and  not  from  Chmese  right  under 
treaty  stipulations.'* 

lu  communicating  this  decision  I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  the  governor 
general  at  Fuhcbau  towards  Burgevine.  When  he  was  in  that  city  the  American  and  British 
consuls  received  a  note  from  him,  complaining  that  he  was  treated  with  rreat  cruelty  and 
indignity,  and  bad  not  sufficient  clothing  or  food,  and  asking  them  to  visit  him.  But  the 
governor  general  refused  them  permission  .even  to  see  him.  Such  conduct  and  treatment  is 
a  violation  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  incenses  every  foreigner  who  hears  of  it.  When- 
ever an  American  citizen  shall  be  arrested  by  Chinese  officers  as  a  criminal  they  are  bound  to 
treat  him  kindlv,  and  not  subject  him  to  insult  or  cruelty,  but  to  deliver  him  over  to  the 
American  consul  at  the  nearest  port.  His  crime  will  be  carefully  examined  and  equitably 
judged  by  the  consul ;  but  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  consent,  in  any  case, 
to  have  such  a  prisoner  secretly  taken  through  the  interior  of  the  country  to  another  part  of 
it,  violating  both  the  suirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty. 

I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  your  highness  to  enjoin  this  point  upon  the  high 
provincial  authorities,  as  it  is  one  of  the  highest  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highnesses  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Rung,  ifc,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


C. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  WHUmms. 

[Translation.] 

Prince  Rung,  chief  secretarv  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
your  excellency's  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  the  particular  object  of  which  was  to 
make  known  to  me  the  reply  which  you  had  received  from  .the  government  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  disposal  to  be  made  of  Burgevine. 

The  circumstances  which  have  attended  this  affair  were  all  detailed  last  year  in  the  various 
despatches  which  then  passed  between  us ;  and  further.  Governor  Li,  the  superintendent  of 
commerce  at  Shanghai,  has  arranged  other  points  with  Mr.  Seward,  the  United  States  consul, 
80  that  all  things  seem  now  to  be  settled  in  a  manner  that  is  acceptable  to  all. 

I  may,  however,  express  the  desire  that  no  such  case  will  again  arise,  and  that  no  Ameri- 
cans in  China  will  join  seditious  natives  in  rebellion.    The  Chinese  government  will  then 
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hftTe  no  occmIob  to  rettrain  or  imprison  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If  such  be  the  case 
none  of  these  evils  will  spring  up ;  and,  as  I  confidently  expect  that  it  will  be  so,  I  send  you 
this  reply  in  order  to  express  my  gratification. 

April  9,  1866,  (Tnogchi,  5th  year,  2d  moon,  24th  day.) 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Willums, 

UniUd  States  Chargi  d' Affaires, 


Mr,  Seroard  to  Mr,  Williams, 

No.  31.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  April  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  20,  of  the  6th 
of  Jannary  last.  It  infonns  me  that  the  foreign  community  at  Shanghai  are 
now  engaged  in  revising  the  code  of  municipal  regulations  under  which  they 
have  lived  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  it  further  informs  me  of  the  opinions  of 
Sir  Rutherford  Alcock  in  regard  to  the  desirableness  of  adjusting  them  in  a  man- 
ner which  may  result  in  doing  away  with  the  semblance  of  territorial  authority, 
now  exercised  by  England,  France,  and  the  United  States  in  Shanghai.  In 
reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  you  have  not  under-estimated  the  importance 
of  the  subject.  I  will  thank  you  to  give  me  particular  information  in  regard  to 
the  matter  as  the-  discussion  proceeds  at  Shanghai,  in  order  that  this  government 
may  become  thoroughlv  acquainted  with  the  actual  Mecessities  and  situation 
of  the  community  alludid  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.i  4r. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burltngasne, 

No.  161.]  I^BPARTMBNT  OP  StATB, 

Washington,  April  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  that  part  of  your  despatch  of  the  -28th  of  February, 
No.  117,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  United  States  naval  force 
in  Chinese  waters,  I  have  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  having  been  invited  to  the  subject,  that  oflSicer,  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
informed  this  department  that,  at  present,  there  are  in  the  waters  of  China  the 
Hartford,  Wachusett,  and  Wyoming,  and  the  Shenandoah  is  on  the  way  out* 
all  of  them  good  vessels  with  steam  power.  The  sailing  ship  Relief  is  also  on 
that  station,  and  it  is  proposed  to  send  one  of  the  large  steamers  now  in  course 
of  construction,  so  soon  as  she  may  be  made  ready.  Mr.  Welles  states  that  the 
eqnadron  in  Chinese  waters  will  then  be  ahout  as  large  as  can  conveniently  be 
assigned  to  that  station,  in  view  of  the  demands  for  vessels  of  war  in  other  quar- 
ters. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Anson  Burlinoamb,  Esq.,  S^c,  Sfc.,  1^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

No.  162.]   .  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  April  9,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  February,  No.  117,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  communicatioii  addressed  by  Mr.  Dexter  to  Mr.  Heard  in  answer 
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to  an  inquiry  made  by  the  latter  gentleman,  whether  contracts  with  coolies  to 
labor  for  a  term  of  years  can  be  so  made  in  China  by  an  importer  of  them  to  the 
United  States  as  to  be  of  sabstanUal  assignable  value  on  the  arrival  of  the  coolies 
here,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  Mr.  DeJter  that  no  contract  can  be  made 
likely  to  be  valuable  to  an  importer  of  coolies  is  concurred  in  by  this  department. 
If,  however,  the  reverse  were  true,  it  is  not,  at  present,  considered  desirable  to 
encourage  the  emigratio!i  or  Chinese  undir  the  apprentice  system,  indicatf>d  in 
die  letter  of  Mr.  Dexter,  tnough  they  will  be  at  liberty  to  come  voluntarily  to 
the  United  States,  subject  to  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  19th  of  February,  1862,  relative  to  coolie  immigration,  fud  to  the  acts  therein 
referred  to. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 
Anson  Burlinoamb,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  30.]  LBGATIONf  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Peking,  April  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  some  particulars  relating  to  the  desocra- 
tion  of  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  which  is  interesting  chiefly  as  show- 
ing one  of  the  modes  in  which  the  nativjBs  of  China  vent  their  ill-will  upon  their 
enemies,  and  have  done  so  in  this  instance  against  missionaries.  Out  of  many 
depositions  and  official  papers,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  send  you  in  extenso, 
I  have  learned  that  when  the  missionaries  first  went  to  Tangchau  they  found  it 
difficult  to  purchase  land  for  a  burial-ground  from  the  people.  They  therefore 
applied  to  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai,  who  rule9  over  a  portion  of  Tang* 
chau  prefecture,  and  he  kindly  set  apart  a  plot  of  ground  that  belonged  to  gov-  ] 
emment,  which  he  told  them  he  could  not  sell,  but  would  grant,  in  perpetuity, 
for  this  purpose,  and  file  the  record  in  his  archives.  He  also  was  at  the  expense 
of  setting  up  the  boundary  stones  and  a  marble  slab,  on  which  was  engraved 
the  grant  to  the  missionaries.  This  act  of  consideration  and  courtesy  deserves 
notice^  for  I  am  not  aware  of  another  instance  like  it  in  China. 

This  was  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  and  during  the  next  eighteen  months  several 
headstones  were  erected,  some  trees  planted,  and  the  plot  partly  turfed.  No 
injury  appears  to  have  been  done  for  two  years,  but  in  the  spring  of  1864  it 
was  noticed  that  some  of  the  trees  had  been  removed,  three  headstones  thrown 
down,  others  chipped,  and  the  official  inscription  mutilated.  These  acts  Were 
reported  to  the  magistrate,  who  readily  promised  the  missionaries  to  investigate 
the  affair  and  deal  with  the  offenders. 

''A  few  days  after  our  visit,"  says  one  of  them,  '*an  old  man  with  a  chain 
around  his  neck  was  led  to  my  house  by  the  mandarin's  runners,  who  presented 
his  card  with  a  verbal  message  to  me,  statins  that  this  was  the  constable,  whom 
we  might  punish  as  we  saw  fit.  I  sent  tne  man  back  with  a  written  reply, 
expressing  our  surprise  and  dissatisfaction  at  this  mode  of  procedure.  On  re- 
ceiving it  the  magistrate  expressed  great  surprise  that  the  man  had  thus  been 
sent  to  me;  that  it  was  the  unauthorized  doings  of  his  underlings.  It  seems, 
however,  that  he  sent  his  policemen  into  some  of  the  neighboring  villages  to 
make  inquiry  on  the  matter;  he  also  issued  a  proclamation  warning  the  people 
not  to  interfere  with  the  graves ;  but  nothing  more  was  done.  The  broken  stones 
were  replaced  by  us." 

During^the  next  year,  (1865,)  further  damages  were  occasionally  perpetrated, 
Tmtil,  by  the  end  of  it,  all  the  trees  had  been  ruined,  and  hardly  a  whole  stone 
remained  in  the  lot,  the  fragments  lymg  scattered  about.    Pai'ticu\^r  pains  had 
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been  taken  to  obliterate  tbe  Chinese  InBcriptions  in  the  epitaphs,  especially  the 
name  of  Jesus,  proving  the  deliberate  purpose  to  annoy  as  well  as  destroy. 

Dr.  McCartee,  the  former  consul  at  Tangchau,  demanded  that  the  authorities 
should  see  that  these  aggressions  were  stopped,  but  in  vain.  Mr.  Sandford  has 
done  all  that  remonstrance  can  do,  since  he  arrived,  to  urge  the  intendant  to 
punish  the  offenders.  I  send  a  copy  of  the  latter's  reply  to  the  consul,  (enclosure 
A,)  as  it  exhibits  his  view  of  the  responsibility  of  the  proprietors  of  the  grave- 
yard. A  second  proclamation  forbidding  natives  to  go  to  the  pluce  was  issued 
by  the  Punglai  magistrate,  January  11, 1866,  under  orders  from  the  intendant ; 
but  through  fear  of  the  people  he  seems  to  have  retained  most  of  the  copies  in 
his  office. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  Mr.  Sandford's  statement  of  his  preceediugs  and  my 
reply,  (enclosures  B,  0,)  which  furnish  all  that  is  important.  Although  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Chinese  government,  acet  rding  to  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  treaty, 
is  liable  for  damages  done  to  the  graves,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  th^ir  officials 
have  screened  the  offenders,  yet,  lest  this  ill  fQeliiig  proceed  to  other  acts,  which 
may  render  a  residence  at  Tangchau  very  disagreeable,  I  have  requested  Ad-  ^ 
miral  Bell  to  visit  that  city,  if  he  can,  as  no  United  States  national  vessel  has 
yet  been  there.  * 

The  missionaries  concur  in  attributing  these  acts  to  a  dislike  to  foreigners 
generally,  and  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  see  them  settling 
permanently  in  their  midst ;  and  not  to  any  personal  pique  against  them  as  mis- 
sionaries, for  none  others  yet  live  there.  One  of  them  remarks,  when  explaining 
this  point,  that ''  I  believe  these  acts  of  injury  did  not  arise  from  ill-will  to  any 
individual  foreigner  in  Tangchau,  neither  did  it  arise  from  hatred  to  the  American 
residents,  as  a  body,  because  they  are  missionaries  or  Americans ;  but  simply 
because  of  a  general  hatred  of  us  as  foreigners.  After  residing  among  the  Chinese 
neaily  fourteen  years,  I  am  deliberately  of  the  opinion  that  they  bear  no  malice 
against  missionaries  because  of  their  religion,  but  they  bear  intense  malice 
against  tlie  white  race,  simply  because  they  see  that' they  differ  essentially  from 
themselves — that  there  is  no  common  ground  of  union.  They  see  in  the  white 
man  will,  energy,  purpose,  and  they  dread  and  hate  him  as  a  latent  power,  and 
an  intruder  in  their  country,  foreboding  no  good,  but  much  future  trouble.  Under 
the  influence  of  these  feelings,  it  gives  many  of  them  exquisite  pleasure  to  injure 
a  foreigner,  or  anything  belonging  to  him,  and  I  think  they  have  destroyed 
these  gravestones  simply  as  a  luxury.  They  entertain  no  such  feelings,  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  towards  any  other  race,  and  those  who  enjoy 
luxuries  should  pay  for  them  in  dollars  and  cents  at  a  fair  valuation,  and  thus 
they  will  be  able  to  calculate  beforehand  to  what  extent  they  can  afford  to  in- 

Such  a  feeling  as  is  here  described  no  doubt  exists  to  some  extent  all  over 
China ;  but  it  cannot  be  checked  at  all  times,  and  is  often  stimulated  by  proud* 
literary  families,  while  others  of  the  same  class  will  oppose  and  somewhat  neu- 
tralize it.     The  officials  belong  to  the  literary  class,  but  they  desire  to  keep  the 
*  peace  with  both  natives  and  foreigners,  and  think  that  to  trim  and  delay  a  mat- 
ter is  their  safest  course.    Every  Chinese  official  comes  to  regard  his  own  safety 
L    as  his  chief  object,  and  his  rule  of  action  is  to  do  as  little  as  possible. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secrtt4iry  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Chargi  d' Affaires, 
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The  Intendent  to  Mu  Saudfard. 
[Translation.] 

November  23,  18C5. 

Pwan,  intendant  of  circnit,  commissioner  of  the  gabelle,  and  acting  ae  collector  of  customs 
in  the  east  of  Shantung,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  despatch  of  the  United  States  consul 
respecting  the  destmction  of  eravestones  in  the  American  cemetery  near  Tangcban : 

On  receiving  vour  despatch  I  issned  orders  to  the  di^rict  magistrate  of  Punglai  to  make 
inquiry,  and  he  has  now  sent  the  following  report: 

**  I  have  to  state  that  in  October,  1861,  Mr.  Danforth  and  other  American  missionaries 
reported  to  me  that  Mrs.  Danforth  had  just  died,  and  as  they  had  no  place  to  bnry  her  in,  it 
was  necesflary  for  me  to  get  a  spot  somewhere.  I  therefore  selected  a  plot  in  the  public  do- 
main,  lying  on  the  Little  Gold-peak  hill,  and  there  they  laid  her  body.  A  map  was  made  of 
the  locality,  and,  at  their  request,  I  issued  a  public  notice  confirming  the  lot  to  them.  On 
the  10th  ot« March,  1664,  Mr.  Hartwell  and  other  missionaries  represented  to  me  that^the 
gravestones  placed  in  this  cemetery  bad  been  broken  by  persons  unknown.  Fiuding  that 
the  statement  was  true,  1  sent  policemen  to  make  careful  inquiries  through  all  that  neighbor- 
hood as  to  who  had  done  it,  and  issued  a  proclamation  warning  people  not  to  do  any  damage 
to  the  grounds.  Now  this  lot  where  the  American  cemetery  lies  having  been  a  portion  of 
waste  land  belonging  to  the  government,  it  had  not  been  rented  by  anybody  and  had,  there- 
fore, paid  no  tax.  When  the  missionaries  complained  last  year  that  the  gravestones  had 
been  defaced,  search  was  made  for  the  offenders,  and  a  proclamation  issued  forbidding  peo- 
ple to  go  there ;  but  no  explicit  evidence  as  to  who  committed  the  desecration  this  year  has 
Deen  brought  before  me.  • 

*'I  take  the  liberty  to  remark,  however,  that  the  gentry  and  people  of  China  usually  appoint 
custodians  to  watch  their  burial  grounds,  so  that  if  evil  persons  and  vagabonds  injure  them, 
some  clew  can  be  obtained  of  the  offenders,  or  they  can  be  seised  on  the  spot  and  handed 
over  to  the  magistrates  for  examination  and  punishment  But  this  American  burial  ground 
lies  remote  from  dwellings,  in  a  wild  spot,  and  has  been  left  unprotected  by  the  mission- 
aries, so  that  although  the  gravestones  have  been  repeatedly  defsrced,  and  they  have  com- 
plained of  the  injury,  it  has  been  no  easy  matter  to  arrest  the  offenders.  As  this  affair  is  one 
that  concerns  the  people  of  both  nations,  I  have  not  presumed  to  intrude  my  opinion  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  protecting  the  place.*' 

In  regard  to  this  business,  I  (the  intendant)  may  observe  that  in  China  custodians  are 
usually  appointed  to  look  after  the  burial  grounds,  whether  Iving  near  or  remote  from  dwell- 
ings, lest  they  are  injured  by  lawless  people,  tf  it  is  situated  far  away  among  the  hills,  like 
this  one  belonging  to  the  American  missionaries,  it  is  still  more  desirable  to  have  a  watch-  ^ 
man  placed  over  it,  and  then  if  damage  be  done,  be  can  instantly  seize  the  offenders  and 
carry  them  before  the  magistrate  for  punishment. 

I  accordingly  inform  you,  sir,  of  these  circumstances,  and  beg  you  to  urge  the  missionaries 
at  once  to  engage  a  trustworthy  person  to  take  charge  of  their  cemetery,  so  that  if  the  stones 
should  again  be  injured,  he  can  instantly  hand  over  the  guilty  persons  for  punishment. 

£.  T.  Sandford,  Esq.,  UniUd  States  Consul, 


Mr.  Sai^ord  to  Mr,  Williams* 

UkiTED  States  Consulate, 

Cktfu,  November  )lb,  1665. 

8nt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  21st  instant  I  received  a  visit  from  Rer. 
C.<R.  Mills,  who  told  me  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  C.  W.  Mateer,  stating  that 
the  Chinese  had  again  desecrated  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  entirely  ruining  the 
stone  which  was  placed  at  the  head  of  Mrs.  D.'s  grave,  (one  of  fine  American  marble,)  and 
those  placed  on  the  graves  of  Mr.  G.*8  children,  and  requestinp^  him  (Mr.  Mills)  to  lay  the 
case  before  the  consul.  I  informed  him  that  Mr.  Mateer's  deposition  and  his  own  would  be 
ueceesaiy  regarding  the  previous  occasions  when  the  cemetery  was  desecrated,  but  that  I 
would  see  the  intendant  upon  the  subject. 

According  to  arrangement,  I  visited  that  official  on  thfe  23d.  He  requested  me  to  furnish 
him  with  an  official  statement.  When  I  remarked  that  the  perpetrators  must  be  arrested  and 
dealt  with  according  to  law,  and  that  an  indemnity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  taels  was  de- 
manded, he  stated  that  the  people  of  Tangchau  were  very  bad,  and  he  was  so  far  from  them 
be  did  not  know  how  it  would  end.  Ue  added  that  the  Americans  ought  to  come  to  Yentai  h 
to  reside,  as  the  treaty  ppecified  open  ports.  I  urged  their  right  to  reside  at  the  city  of  Tang-  | 
chau,  and  that  I  should  insist  upon  it.  I  called  his  attention  to  Articles  XI  and  All  of  the 
treaty,  and  he  admitted  that  it  was  his  duty  to  arrest  and  punish  the  offsnders.       ^ 
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I  have  stated  the  yarioas  outrages  committed  on  the  tombstones  to  the  intendant  from  the 
first.     I  fear,  however,  from  his  manner  and  his  unwillmffness  to  have  foreigners  reside  at 
Tangchau,  that  he  will  act  in  a  very  dilatory  manner.    I  shall  exercise  patience. 
^   I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  SANDFORD, 

United  Slates  Consul. 
8.  Wells  Wiluams,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c,  8fc, 


\ 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Sandford. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  21,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  despatches  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6,  with  their  enclosures,  ro- 
latfng  to  the  desecration  of  a  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  wherein  were  buried  the  bqdies  of  sev- 
eral American  missionares  and  their  children,  by  breaking  the  stones  and  destroying  the  trees 
at  various  times  during  the  last  three  years ;  together  with  your  efforts  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion and  protection. 
1        I  have  carefully  read  these  papers,  for,  so  far  as  I  know,  it  is  the  first  instance  in  China  of 
'    persistent  injuries  done  to  foreigp  graves,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  district  magistrate 
exerted  himself  when  informed  ot  the  outrages  as  he  should  have  done  ;  still  I  do  not  think 
^  that  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  treaty  will  bear  you  out  in  demanding  one  hundred  and  fifty  taels 
indemnity  for  the  injury  trom  the  authorities,  except  as  they  can  get  it  from  the  offenders. 
It  would  be  right«to  call  upoiji  the  authorities  to  defend  a  cemetery  if  it  was  threatened  by  a 
mob,  and  if  there  is  any  dew  to  the  offenders,  demand  that  they  ble  punished. 

The  owners  of  a  cemetery  are,  however,  expected  to  take  measures  to  protect  it ;  and  in 

all  parts  of  China  the  natives  do  much  to  guard  their  dead.    The  foreign  burial  grounds  at 

the  ports  are  usually  walled  in  and  custodians  appointed ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  mis- 

r    sionaries  have  taken  no  measures  at  Tangchau  to  enclose  their  ground,  which  Ues  exposed 

to  depredations,  being  situated  at  a  distance  from  dwellings.    Mr.  Crawford  speaks  of  the 

dislike  to  all  foreigners  of  the  people  of  Tangchau,  and  they  would  seize  such  au  opportunity 

to  show  their  mahce  without  risk  of  detection,  mutilaUng  gravestones  being  one  of  the  ways 

in  which  one  Chinese  irritates  another. 

I  cannot  call  upon  the  authorities  to  maintain  a  guard  over  this  graveyard,  and  I  see  no 

,     other  way  for  its  protection  than  for  the  missionaries  to  take  some  measures  to  secure  it  by 

appointing  a  custodian,  or  otherwise,  as  tbe^  see  best. 

Your  action  in  urging  the  local  authorities  to  do  what  they  can  to  arrest  the  aggressors  and 
punish  them  is  very  proper,  and  I  hope  your  efforts  will  lead  them  to  act  vigorously,  and  to 
understand  that  a  graveyard  is  a  place  held  sacred  by  foreigners  as  well  as  natives. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
E.  T.  Sandford,  Esq.,  ^r^.,  8fc.,  8fc, 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  32.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  12,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  correepondenee  (enclo- 
sures A,  B,  0,  D)  with  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Shanghai,  and  the 
general  chamber  of  commerce,  relating  to  the  rights  of  foreigners  by  treaty  to 
carry  their  steamers  through  the  internal  waters  of  China,  which  I  respectfully 
commend  to  your  perusal.  The  subject  has  been  fully  discussed  among  the 
ministers,  all  of  whom  take  the  same  view  as  to  the  intention  of  the  treaties. 
The  provincial  authorities  in  China,  by  their  loose  administration  of  the  laws, 
often  open  the  door  to  many  ircegularities,  which  are  afterwards,  as  in  this  instance, 
quoted  as  precedents.  I  have  no  fear,  however,  but  that  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment and  people  will  adopt  our  improvements  as  rapidly  as  is  safe  f<»r  them.  The 
difficulty  is  to  cacrry  them  on  intelligently,  and  not  force  what  is  good  on  those 
not  yet  fitted  for  it. 

In  this  connection  the  circular  note  lately  received  from  Prince  Kung  (endo* 
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sure  £)  respecting  chartering  foreign  steamers  to  act  against  pirates,  will  interest 
you.  Now  that  the  indemnities  due  to  the  British  and  French  by  the  conven- 
tions of  1860  are  paid  up,  the  Chinese  anthorities  will  be  better  able  to  do  some- 
thing to  suppress  the  depredations  of  these  miscreants,  whose  atrocities  are  so 
fully  shown  in  the  minute  of  Mr.  Vice-consul  Jones,  of  Amoy,  sent  to  you  the 
16th  of  March  last 
I  have  also  furnished  Rear- Admiral  Bell  with  a  copy  of  Prince  Kung's  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  yVEW-S  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d^Affairei. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 
4^^ Secretary  cf  SuUef  Washingfon,  D.  C. 


Mr.  O.  F.  Seumrd  te  Mr.  WiUiam$. 

Unit£d  States  Consulate  Qenbral  for  China, 

Sh4mgkai,  AprU  ^,  1866. 
Sm :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  with  endosare,  lately  received  by  me  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  this  port,  touching  the  navigation  of  the  interior 
waters  of  the  empire  by  small  steamers. 

I  understand  that  an  authoritative  opinion  was  expressed  by  Sir  Frederick  Brace  to  the 
effect  that  foreign  armed  vessels  coold  not  be  taken  into  the  interior  as  of  right  nndar  the 
treaty,  and  upon  this  point  I  have  nothing  to  offer. 

Upon  another  point,  however,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  an  opinion,  and  in  this  direc- 
tion I  feel  the  ability  to  speak  with  a  degree  of  authority,  to  wit :  I  believe  that  regulations 
may  be  made  under  which  small  steamers  may  be  used  in  the  interior  without  danger  to  the 
imperial  govemmrait,  and  yet  to  the  great  advantage  of  foreign,  and  indeed  of  native, 
interests. 

If  it  shall  appear  to  yon«desirable,  I  will  undertake,  in  conjunction  with  the  local  authori- 
ties, to  draw  up  such  a  code  of  regulations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  F.  SEWARD,  Contnl  General. 
Dr.  S.  Wells  Williams, 

UmUed  States  Ckargi  d*  Affaires,  Peking. 


B. 
Mr.  Tii$on  to  Mr.  O.  F.  Seward. 
Shanghai  General  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Shanghai,  April  U,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  by  a  number  of  the  mercantile  firm^  of  Shanghai,  on  the  subject  of  the  prohibition 
that  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  placed  by  the  provincial  authorities  upon  the  use  of 
small  steamers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  trade  with  the  interior  of  this  province. 

The  letter  fully  sets  forth  the  losses  sustained  and  the  wrong  which,  in  the  opmion  of  the 
signers,  has  been  suffered  by  them  in  consequence  of  this  pronibition. 

The  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  plain  letter  of  the  ninth,  fourteenth,  and 
twenty-eighth  articles  of  the  British  treaty  affords  the  strongest  argument  against  the  legality  of 
the  prohibition,  and  that  any  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  authorities  as  to  the  true 
meaning  and  interpretation  of  these  articles,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  matter  under  uotice, 
should  now  be  Impossible,  for  the  reason  that  the  Chinese  authorities  have  already  accepted 
the  plain  and  manifest  meaning  which  is  herein  claimed,  in  having  authorized  the  use  of 
small  steamers  for  purposes  of  inland  traffic  for  a  period  of  several  years. 

The  object  of  the  present  letter  is  to  solicit  your  favorable  representation  pf  this  matter  to 
the  United  States  minister  at  Peking,  and  to  request  that  you  will  point  out  to  him  the  urgent 
necessity  for  prompt  action,  in  order  that  the  matter  uiay  be  decided,  if  possible,  and  the 
decision  known  here  before  the  middle  of  May,  when  preparations  for  tlie  new  silk  will  com- 
mence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  TYSON. 

Fice-CAatfnum.     { 
Geo.  F.  Seward,  Esq., 

United  States  Cmuul  Qemsralf  ShamghoL  r^ ^^^T^ 
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Shanghai,  April  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  question  of  the  legality  of  nsmg  small  steamers  for  proceeding  into  the  in^rior 
of  this  district  has,  we  believe,  been  severail  times  informally  broofht  to  the  notice  of  the 
consuls  at  this  port:  bnt  thns  far  the  matter  has  received  no  satisfactory  solution,  and, 
although  those  interested  have  patiently  waited  for  over  a  year,  thej^  have  not  learned  that 
the  foreign  ministers  at  Peking:  nave  come  to  any  decision  on  the  subject.  We  therefore  beg 
that  some  action  may  be  taken  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  matter. 

We,  the  owners  and  agents  of  these  small  steamers,  are  suffering  much  loss  in  consequence 
of  the  Chinese  authorities,  h^ing  ^ken  the  initiative  in  February,  1865,  and  positively  for- 
bidden \o  allow  our  boats  to  proceed,  as  before,  into  the  interior.  This,  we  strongly  main- 
tain, is  in  direct  vioUtion  of  article  nine  of  the  last  British  treaty  with  China.  The  small 
steamers  were  ordered  in  England  on  the  faith  of  this  clause,  and  so  lone[  as  it  suited  their 
convenience  the  Chinese  authorities  permitted  them  to  ply  to  all  ports  of  the  surrounding 
country.  Thus,  during  the  rebellion  the  trade  in  silk  and  cotton  with  the  disturbed  districts 
was,  in  large  measure,  carried  on  by  means  of  these  steamers,  which  conveyed  treasure  for 
the  purchase  of  produce  that  could  not  otherwise  be  safely  sent.  Soon  after  the  country  was 
pacified,  however,  the  Chinese  authorities  suddenly  and  without,  we  believe,  first  consulting 
any  of  the  representatives  of  foreign  nations,  declared  that  no  more  steamers  should  proceed 
into  the  interior — the  only  reason  assigned  being  that  arms  might  be  conveyed,  and,  further, 
that  these  steamers  would  injure  the  native  carrying-trade.  Heavy  bonds  were  offered  to 
guard  against  the  first  coiitingency,  but  declined.  The  present  position  of  ailairs,  therefore, 
is  as  follows :  The  steamers  are  lying  at  anchor,  perfectly  useless,  (being  specially  built  for 
the  inland  trade,  they  are  unfit  to  put  to  sea, )  and  not  only  can  thev  earn  nothing  for  the 
owners,  but  the  expense  incurred  by  keeping  them  in  order,  as  also  the  loss  by  depreciation 
and  interest,  amount  to  from  (1,000  to  $3,0(%  per  boat  peroinnum. 

Xhe  real  reason  of  the  prohibition  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  authorities  seems  to  be  that 
they  are  anxious  to  purchase  the  steamers  for  their  own  purposes  ;  but,  having  this  matter 
entirely  in  their  own  hands,  the  offers  now  rarely  exceed  from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  the 
prime  cost  of  the  boats.  Several  sales  have  been  made  at  this  ratio  to  the  authorities  by 
parties  who  despair  of  the  matter  being  settled  on  a  fair  and  equitable  basis. 

The  signers  of  this  letter  are  those  who  still  have  their  small  steamers  on  hand,  and  they 
desire  earnestly  to  appeal,  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  all  the  foreign  ministers  at 
Peking  to  insist  on  the  treaties  being  adhered  to  and  justice  being  done. 

With  the  exception  of  the  difference  in  the  motive  power,  these  steamers  stand  in  precisely 
the  same  position  as  the  **  house-boats,"  which  for  the  past  fifteen  years  have  convoyed  Eu- 
ropeans travelling  for  business  or  pleasure  into  the  surrounding  country,  and  are  still  used 
in  the  same  way. 

The  steamers  are  not  registered,  and  are  worked  by  a  Chinese  crew,  with,  at  most,  one  or 
two  Europeans  on  board ;  and  the  right  to  travel  in  buats  being  granted,  it  seems  prepos- 
terous to  insist  that  the  treaty  must  be  interpreted,  to  mean  that  only  crafl  propelled  by  sails 
or  oars  shall  be  used,  to  the  exclusion  of  ^hose  worked  by  steam. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants,    . 

BOWER,  HANBURY  &  CO. 

JARDINE  MATHESON  &  CO. 

WM.  PU8TAU  &  CO. 

TRAUTMANN  &  CO. 

DAN    PARTRIDGE. 

AUGUSTINE  HEARD  &  CO. 

RUSSELL  &  CO. 
Geo.  Ttson,  Esq., 

Vice-Chairman  Shanghai  Oentral  Chamber  of  Commerce* 


Mr.  WUliamM  to  Mr,  Q.  F.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  YD,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  48,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  en- 
closing two  communications  from  and  to  George  Tyson,  vice-chairman  of  the  Shanghai 
General  Chamber  of  Commerce,  respecting  the  legality  of  foreign  steamers  proceeding  Into 
the  interior  waters  of  China,  and  urging  the  permission  accorded  to  them  in  the  vicinity  of 
Shanj^hai  as  a  proof  in  ffi,yQT  of  the  practice. 

This  question,  it  appears,  has  attained  its  present  importance  through  the  implied  consent 
of  the  provincial  autnorities  of  Kiangsu  for  such  vessels  to  go  into  the  silk  districts  during 
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tbe  rebellion,  in  order  to  ^Te  gpreater  protection  to  lawfhl  trade.  Relyinfi:  on  a  continoance 
of  this  permission,  these  steamers  were  built  for  this  bosiness,  bat  are  now  rendered  compara- 
tivelj  useless  by  its  withdrawal,  which  act  is  regarded  as  being  in  direct  violation  of  article 
nine  of  the  British  treaty,  and  also  indirectly  contravenine  articles  fourteen  and  twenty-eight.  * 

I  need  hardly  remark  how  much  the  inteq^retation  of  these  articles  is  affected  by  the  cir- 
cnmstances  of  the  writers,  and  by  the  previous  non-prohibition  of  the  native  authorities  when 
they  were  struggling  for  existence  against  their  rebellious  subjects,  which  brought  about  the 
present  state  of  things.  But  the  acts  of  officials  in  any  country,  under  such  circumstances, 
not  being  usually  interpreted  as  they  are  in  times  of  peace,  it  seems  to  me  only  just  to  the 
Chinese  government  that  the  interpretation  of  this  article  should  not  be  founded  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Crovernor  Li  when  he  availed  himself  of  every  means  to  put  down  the  rebels. 

The  whole  tenor  of  article  nine  limits  travelling  in  the  interior  of  China  bjr  such  native 
**agencies  and  appliances  as  are  obtainable  on  the  spot;  and  the  two  expressions,  '* hiring 
persons**  and  *' hiring  vessels**  must  be  understood  by  this  intention,  and  be  held  to 
mean  native  coolies  and  cartmen  and  boats.  I  can  confirm  the  opinion  of  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce,  referred  to  by  you,  as  being  that  which  was  the  understanding  when  the  treaty  was 
made.  To  allege  that  these  expressions  can  include  a  foreign  steamer  and  her  foreign  cap- 
tain and  engineer,  even  if  the  crew  are  natives,  involves  an  interpretation  contrary  to  article 
forty-eight,  which  limits  the  ports  of  trade  for  British  vessels  to  tnose  previously  mentioned. 

The  writers  of  these  letters  would  not,  probably,  maintain  that  because  these  steamers  are 
not  registered,  therefore  they  require  no  protection ;  and  their  argument  that  they  are  only 
*'house-boat4,*'  with  a  different  motive  power,  and  should  be  recop^nized  under  that  class* 
begs  the  whole  question.  They  are  built  abroad,  are  officered  by  foreigners,  and  -carry  foreign 
flags,  which  places  them  on  the  eame  footing  as  the  vessels  intended  by  article  forty -seven  to 
trfMe  only  at  open  ports.  I  cannot,  therefore,  admit  the  inference  that  permission  given  to 
travel  in  the  interior  by  article  nine  involves  the  use  of  all  or  any  vessels  that  the  traveller 
pleases ;  much  less  can  I  assent  to  the  remark  that  the  connivance  or  consent  of  the  Chinese 
local  authorities  during  the  past  few  years  precludes  them  from  all  discussion  as  to  the  true 
meaning  of  this  article. 

Moreover,  the  permission  for  foreigners  to  carry  their  steamers  into  the  interior  waters  of 
China  would  involve  most  serious  consequences  to  the  native  authorities,  and  be  almost  im- 
possible to  restrain  when  once  initiated.  The  experience  of  the  last  few  years  has  proved  how 
much  encouragement  unscrupulous  foreigners  can  and  will  give  to  seditious  natives ;  and 
such  illegal  proceedings  woula  be  extended  from  the  coast  throughout  the  provinces. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  favor  shown  by  the  Chinese  authorities  themselves  to  the  plan  of 
buying  these  steamers  is  a  fact  full  of  encouragement  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  inland 
waters  and  the  adoption  of  the  same  conveniences  of  transit  and  security  of  freight  wtilch 
the  writers  of  these  letters  wish  to  bring  about  If  no  western  power  allows  foreign-owned 
and  foreign-manned  vessels  to  navigate  their  inland  streams  at  pleasure,  even  when  the  rights 
of  ex-territoriality  do  not  exist  to  prevent  the  local  authorities  summarily  punishing  misdc^s, 
how  much  more  should  the  weakness  of  Chinese  magistrates  not  be  put  to  this  strain,  and 
they  be  forced  to  adopt  a  practice  fraught  to  themselves,  and  foreigners  too,  with  the  greatest 
hazards,  merely  to  save  a  few  merchants  on  the  seaboard  from  suffering  loss  on  their  steamers. 
^  Though  Mr.  Tyson's  letter  seems  to  intend  to  limit  the  use  of  steamers  to  Kiangsu  pro- 
vince, the  principle  would,  of  course,  extend  this  mode  of  navigation  by  foreigners  to  all 
ports ;  but  I  think  he  will  admit  that,  if  the  Chinese  can  develop  it  themselves,  though, 
perhf^s,  more  slowly;  the  advantages  will  be  greater. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLLiMS. 

George  F.  Seward,  Esq., 

Vniied  SuUes  Consul  O^neral,  Sfc.j  Sfc^  8fc. 


E.      . 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  WiUiams, 

[Translation.] 

April  13,  1866. 
Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 
Owing  to  the  recent  unprecedented  increase  of  pirates  along  the  coasts,  engaged  in  plun- 
dering and  kidnapping,  it  has  come  to  pass  that  unscrupulous  smugglers  at  the  various  ports 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  sei^  our  vessels  and  injure  theii  crews,  in  their  resistance  to  lawful 
authority ;  so  that  it  has  become  imperatively  necessary  to  devise  some  mode  of  destroying 
and  capturing  them.  In  order  to  protect  lawful  traders,  and  prevent  this  constant  iuiury  to 
the  revenue,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  steam  vessels  to  extirpate  the  pirates  and  seize 
the  smugglers.  But  as  it  is  not  easy  at  once  to  buy  steamers  to  carry  this  mto  effect,  orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  ffovemor-generals  and  governors  of  the  maritime  provinces  and  the 
two  superintendents  of  commerce,  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  terms  on  which  steamers  can 
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be  bonght,  but  rather  to  charter  immediatel  j  aooh  steftmaia  aa  are  likely  to  prove  aidtftUe 
for  this  purpose. 

If,  therefore,  these  hi^h  provincial  officers  should  wish  to  charter  yessels  from  Americaa 
•merchaDts  for  these  objects,  it  seems  to  me  that  jour  excellency  can  haye  no  objection  to 
their  doing  so;  and  I  now  request  that  you  wilLinstruct  the  various  United  States  consuls  to 
inform  American  merchants  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  contra^  with  the  officials 
for  this  purpose.  When  the  steamers  are  chartereKd  the  terms  will  be  clearly  defined,  and, 
on  being  reported  to  the  foreign  office  by  them,  shall  then  be  made  known  to  you. 

As  soon  as  funds  can  be  provided  tor  the  purchase  of  steamships,  the  terms  can  also  be 
arranged ;  but,  as  this  scheme  of  chartering  them  promises  many  aavantages  to  both  aotivea 
and  forei^ers,  I  am  confident  that  you  wiu  give  ft  your  full  approbation. 

Tungcni  5th  year,  2d  moon,  28th  day. 

Eis  Excellency  8.  WEtL8  Williams, 

UMUd  Sfatea  Chargi  d' Affaire*, 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seioard, 

No.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking.  May  21,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  corre^ondence  with  Mr.  Knight  at 
Ninch wang,  consisting  of  his  letter  to  Hao,  the  district  magistrate  (enclosure  A,) 
demanding  redress  for  attacks  made  upon  him  by  armed  ruffians,  his  report  to 
the  legation,  (enclosure  B,)  requesting  that  arms  he  sent  to  him,  with  my  reply, 
(enclosure  0,)  and  respectfully  commend  them  to  your  perusal. 

The  part  of  China  where  Niuchwang  lies  has  long  been  infested  with  bands 
of  mounted  robbers,  whose  depredations  have  become  so  serious  as  to  render 
nugatory  all  law,  and  cause  the  imperial  family  and  Manchu  nobility  some  anxiety 
as  to  their  sway  over  their  paternal  inheritance.  The  population  has  become  more 
assimilated  to  other  parts  of  northern  China  by  the  immigration  of  Chinese  during 
many  years  past,  whose  superior  industry  and  thrift  over  the  native  Manchus  eive 
it  much  of  its  prosperity.  Their  influence  is  shown,  too,  in  the  £Act  that  ueir 
language  has  almost  supplanted  the  Manchu  language  as  the  common  speech. 
The  government  of  this  wide  region  is  still  administered  on  a  military  basis,  but 
the  Chinese  have  little  part  in  it,  and  hold  few  offices.  This  would  cause  them 
little  regret  if  they  could  be  protected ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  life  and  property 
are  both  of  light  account,  and  many  of  the  immigrants  are  almost  forced  to  join 
the  robbers. 

The  cabinet  mmister,  Wansiang,  went  to  the  capital,  Mukten,  last  autumn  to 
examine  the  state  of  affairs.  l^hi*ee  or  four  thousand  foreign-drilled  troops  have 
been  sent  to  aid  him,  and  it  is  now  reported  that  they  have  at  last  obtained  a 
victory,  killing  seven  hundred  or  more  of  the  banditti.  The  "  sword-racks  "  are  of 
the  same  class,  and  the  plan  referred  to  by  Mr.  Knight— of  employing  such 
brigands  to  aid  in  keeping  the  peace — ^is  a  common  device  with  craven  officials 
all  over  China,  and  ooes  much  to  exasperate,  impoverish,  and  demoralize  their 
subjects,  and  egg  them  on  to  rebellion.  The  check  on  this  policy  is  found  in 
the  literati  and  landed  gentry,  whose  united  influence  countenances  and  aids  the 
industrious  classes  to  join  in  plans  to  resist  violence ;  but  the  evil  is  often  beyond 
their  nowers,  and  anarchy  overrides  the  whole  region  until  stronger  force  can  be 
brought  from  abroad,  as  in  this  instance,  to  suppress  the  lawless. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  foreigners  should  be  sometimes  involved  in  these  in- 
ternal troubles ;  and  if  we  expect  that  the  Chinese  authorities  at  such  times 
will  always  wish  or  dare  to  protect  us,  it  is  likely  that  we  should  be  disappointed* 
They  readily  assent  that  the  treaties  require  them  to  afford  us  all  the  protection 
in  their  power ;  but  as  individuals  thev  may  have  their  own  opinion  about  the 
expediency  or  possibility  of  doing  much  for  us  against  their  countrymen,  or,  as  at 
Niuchwang,  sometimes  may  have  no  reliable  or  adequate  force  to  help  diem. 

During  the  past  winter  the  community  in  that  port  have  drilled  themselves 
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under  tbe  guidance  of  tbe  British  consol,  and  the  knowledge  that  they  were 

Sreparing  for  an  emergency  has  prevented,  it  is  not  unlikely,  an  attack ;  but 
le  temptation  of  treasure  and  property  of  various  kinds,  guarded  by  only  a 
few  persons,  may  some  day  prove  too  strong,  and  tbe  whole  foreign  settlement 
be  swept  away.  The  probability  of  such  a  catasti-opbe  at  present  is  not  immi- 
nent ;  but  the  fact  that  the  local  authorities  are  not  always  able  to  protect  our 
citizens,  and  our  men-of-war  may  not  be  at  hand  at  the  time,  forms  my  present 
argument  for  making  the  inquiry  of  the  department,  whether  drafts  made  upon 
it  for  arms  and  ammunition  to  defend  them  in  such  cases  would  be  honored.  If 
the  legation  has  control  of  the  outlay  it  will  not  be  excessive,  and  if  the  weapeoa 
aften^urds  should  not  be  needed  they  can  be  sold.  Americans  have  heretofore 
been  more  indebted  for  their  safety  in  China  to  the  measures  taken  by  the 
English  for  their  defence  than  is  good  policy. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  while  the  treaties  place  us  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  Chinese  laws,  and  we  do  nothing  for  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, their  stipulations  require  that  goveiiiment  to  afford  us  full  protection 
against  injury,  both  from  seditious  natives  and  unprincipled  officials.  The  first 
treaties  were  extorted  at  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  may  be  distasteful  not  only  to 
the  officers  who  negotiated  them,  but  what  is  more  important,  so  far  beyond  the 
ideas  of  the  people  at  large  that  theif  rulers  become  discouraged  in  trying  to 
carry  them  out.  The  treaties  thus  become  like  great  charters  of  civilization 
and  Christianity,  and  we  have  need  to  exercise  forbearance  and  patience  while 
educating  a  pagan  and  ignorant  people  up  to  their  requirements.  Yet  the  prin- 
ciple of  exterritoriality  contained  in  them,  like  the,  egg  of  the  ichneumon  fiy  in  a 
caterpillar,  is  likely  to  destroy  the  autonomy  of  this  government  unless  its  de- 
velopment is  sedulously  watched.  Meanwhile  the  strongest  party  often  inter- 
prets treaty  stipulations  in  its  own  fisivor  when  a  doubt  arises,  and  natives  are 
always  too  ready  to  side  with  the  strongest  when  advantageous  to  themselves. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  all  foreign  powers,  I  do  not  doubt,  and  of  their 
representatives  in  China,  to  strengthen  the  Emperor's  government  in  its  authority, 
and  encourage  the  people  to  look  to  their  own  rulers  for  their  safety ;  but  the 
latter  have  had  too  long  experience  of  wrong  and  oppression,  or  are  too  ready 
to  cheat  and  oppose  them,  to  look  to  their  rulers  if  foreigners  can  help  them. 
Neither  can  the  inertness  and  ignorance  of  the  rulers  be  removed  until  a  new 
set  arises — a  new  generation — which  shall  have  learned  new  ideas.  It  is  well 
for  the  Chinese  people,  and  indeed  all  Asiatics,  that  they  have  models  before 
them  in  western  lands  of  the  workings  of  firee  governments,  and  have  not  to 
work  out  the  problems  that  Europeans  have  solved  since  1500.  However,  if 
the  workings  of  the  treaties  bring  benefits  with  them,  which  on  the  whole  is  the 
case,  the  future  of  China  is  still  one  of  promise,  thougli  the  urgency  of  foreigners 
to  hasten  the  adoption  of  railroads,  telegraphs,  and  other  improvements  before 
the  people  can  appreciate  their  uses  or  ue  rulers  provide  for  the  details,  may 
overdo  the  power  of  native  institutions. 

I  have  been  led  into  these  remarks  in  order  to  explain  at  length  the  position 
of  Mr.  Knight  in  asking  for  aid  to  defend  himself  and  American  interests  at 
Niuchwang,  as  there  is  a  propriety  in  it  which  will,  I  hope,  appear  to  you,  and 
the  same  exigency  may  at  any  time  occur  at  Chifu,  Taiwan,  or  elsewhere.  I 
have  reason  for  believing  that  the  Wachusett  is  at  Niuchwang  (or  Yingtsz,the 
port)  by  this  tune,  so  that  there  is  no  present  dancer. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Davenport  in  aiding  Mr.  Knight  in  his  interviews  with 
tiie  authorities  are  acknowledged  in  my  note  to  Sir  R.  Alcock,  (enclosure  D.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Chargi  $Affa%rt9. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


Secretary  of  State,  WasMngtont  D.  C. 
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A. 

Mr.  Knight  to  Mr,  Williams. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Niuchvmngt  April  15,  1866. 

8tr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  yon  herewith  copies  in  English  and  Chinese  of  my  des- 
patch to  Hao,  the  district  magistrate  of  Hal-ching,  dated  the  Bth  instant. 

The  facts  therein  disclosed  are  nearly  sufficient  to  give  you  a  complete  idea  of  two  assaoltSt 
as  muderons  in  character  as  any  I  remember,  made  upon  myself  and  a  number  of  Americans 
who  were  with  me,  by  a  band  of  armed  men  called  "  sword-racks."  I  doubt  not  you  will 
observe  that  my  despatch  to  Hao  is  of  the  mpst  temperate  character,  giving  a  truer  state- 
B>ent  of  the  occurrences  than  he  could  otherwise  receive,  and  calling  upon  him  to  arrest  and 
punish  my  assailants,  as  is  customary  the  world  over,  but  particularly  in  this  country,  where 
the  law  is  very  plain.  Such  a  course,  I  hoped,  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  concerned 
that  the  notorious  bandit  Chin,  his  two  brothers  and  others,  of  the  band,  would  be  ar- 
rested, and  that  I  might  have  the  pleasure  of  advising  you  of  the  facts  with  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.  I  regret  to  sav  now  tnat  such  is  not  the  case,  but  on  the  contrary  I  have  not 
received  any  reply  to  my  despatch,  or  learned  the  anest  of  the  ruffians. 

On  referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  5th  of  June,  1862,  you  will  see  mention  made  of  the  ex- 
istence of  bands  of  armed  rowdies,  and  that  I  thought  it  scarcely  probable  that  they  would 
attack  foreigners  or  those  in  their  employ.  A  longer  residence  here,  however,  has  given  me 
further  information,  which  confirms  much  that  has  been  written  by  Mr.  Meadows,  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  consul,  the  main  facts  of  which  are  that  these  organizations  not  only  do 
^rmanently  exist,  but  from  the  imbecility  of  the  officials  have  so  increased  in  numbers 
and  power  that  the  latter  not  only  conciliate  them  with  buttons  and  bribes,  but  to  this  day 
depend  upon  them  for  the  defence  of  the  port. 

.  I  have  very  little  to  add  to  the  facts  given  Hao.  Reflection  and  a  better  acquaintance 
with  the  spot  where  the  first  assault  took  place  seem  to  render  the  escape  of  myself  and 
companions  with  life  exceedingly  providential.  Since  then,  I  have  been  often  besought  by 
leading  Chinese  merchants  to  have  the  man  Chin  and  his  associates  caught  and  punished ; 
otherwise,  thev  say,  living  here  will  be  unbearable.  It  is  now  the  cnstom  of  the  ruffians  to 
walk  into  the  bongs,  inquire  how  much  business  has  been  done,  and  then  exact  a  certain 
percentage.    They  also  endeavor  to  control  and  extort  from  all  the  coolies  of  the  place. 

One  way  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  and  avoid  incalculable  trouble  would  be  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  intendant  of  circuit,  witn  300  or  500  drilled  troops  under  him,  so  as  to  place 
nim  bevond  the  necessity  of  relying  on  these  sword-racks,  either  for  his  personal  protection, 
or  for  the  defence  of  the  port.  Although  this  province  has  long  been  infested  with  banditti, 
who  have  plundered  towns  and  robbed  trains  of  carts,  until  their  numbers  and  audacity 
have  called  for  troops  from  Peking  to  guard  the  capital,  Mukten,  I  cannot  attach  any  polit- 
ical character  to  these  sword-racks. 

I  learn  to-day  that  Hao  has  gone  (o  Hal-ching,  about  25  miles  distant,  and  sent  back 
word  that  his  grandmother  having  suddenly  died,  he  will  be  obliged  to  resign  office  for  a 
time.  This  seems  to  be  an  attempt  to  shirk  his  duties,  and  I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  an  official  who  neglects  to  arrest  persons  guilty  of  so  gross  an  attack  on  a 
consul  deserves  to  be  degraded  and  punished.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  must  confess 
that  my  position  is  rather  an  unsatisfactory  one.  Four  of  the  persons  who  accompanied 
me  are  vet  suffering  from  wounds  and  unable  to  pursue  their  business  as  pilots. 

In  all  my  interviews  with  the  authorities,  my  colleagues  being  present  on  two  occasions, 
I  have  carefully  abstained  from  threats,  but  assured  them  of  mv  cunfidence  that  the  matter 
would  receive  the  serious  attention  of  their  government  at  Peking,  if  they  did  not  give  the 
redress  they  so  readily  promised.  I  shall  again  address  the  local  magistrates  and  demaoid 
the  arrest  and  punishment  of  my  assailants,  the  brothers  Chin  and  their  confederates ;  also, 
urging  that  an  indemnity  of  2,000  taels  be  paid  to  my  wounded  countrymen,  who  are  under 
surgical  expenses,  and  losing  their  time  at  the  most  important  period  to  them  of  the  whole 
year.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  own  wounds  in  the  left  leg  are  quite  healed :  but  my  per- 
sonal suffering  is  of  less  importance,  compared  with  the  insmt  offered  me,  while  pursuing  my 
official  duties. 

My  own  interpreter  not  having  returned  from  the  south,  I  am  very  much  indebted,  with 
the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Meadows,  to  Mr.  Arthur  Davenport,  assistant  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  consulate,  for  his  invaluable  aid  as  interpreter  and  translator,  and  shall  feel 
grateful,  if  you  think  proper,  to  render  him  an  acknowledgment. 

I  begthat  you  will  use  your  influence  towards  inducing  Admiral  Bell  to  send  the  Wachu- 
sett  or  Wyoming  to  this  port  at  the  earliest  moment.  Moreover,  as  this  port  is  so  isolated, 
the  province  much  disturoed,  and  American  residents  entirely  without  ordinary  protection, 
I  would  suggest  that  twenty  rifles  with  revolvers  and  ammunition  be  provided  me  for  the 
protection  ot  American  lives  and  interests. 

Rumors  are  to-day  current  that  a  portion  of  the  banditti,  six  hundred  in  number,  who 
confronted  Wansiang,  at  Mukten,  are  roaming  over  the  country  and  menacing  the  willed 
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city  of  Eai-cbow.  It  is  said  that  they  intend  to  oome  here,  and  hundreds  of  frig^htened  conn- 
try  people  are  flocking  into  the  place ;  while  the  natiye  and  sonthem  Chinese  are  hurriedly 
senaing  sycee  silver,  opiunif  g^eral  valuable  cargo,  &c.,  on  board  ship.  I  shall  act  in 
concert  with  my  colleagues  towards  our  mutual  defence;  and  even  if  the  robbers  approach 
the  place.  I  hope  that  they  will  not  attack  the  foreign  settlement. 

Hoping  to  receive  your  immediate  reply  and  advice  oi^  this  matter,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  P.  KNIGHT, 

United  8UUe$  Viee^ConBul, 
S.  WELLiB  WiLLUMS,  Esq., 

United  States  Charge  d' Affaires. 


B. 

Mr,  Knight  to  Hao, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Niuchwang,  April  8,  1866. 

Sm :  Eight  davs  having  elapsed  since  the  two  murderous  assaults'were  made  upon  myself 
and  countrymen  by  a  band  of  armed  rowdies  living  in  this  town,  without  arresting  any  of 
the  parties  implicated,  I  am  compelled  to  state  to  you  the  full  particulars,  and  hope  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  gravity  of  the  case,  and  prompt  you  to  a  course  of  justice  which  would 
have  prevented  the  escape  of  the  notorious  Chin  and  his  confederates. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31  st  of  March,  on  inquiring  for  my  house-coolie,  who  has  been  in 
my  employ  over  tour  years,  I  was  told  by  the  other  servants  that  he  had  been  carried  off  by 
gome  sword-racks  to  their  house  in  the  town.  As  none  of  them  could  explain  this  act,  I 
determined  to  visit  the  house  of  these  men  and  ascertain  why  they  were  interested  in  so 
insi^ficant  a  member  of  my  household,  at  the  same  time  strongly  doubting  the  reason  given 
for  his  absence.  I  thought  it  best,  under  the  novel  circumstances,  to  be  accompanied  by 
three  of  my  countrymen,  one  of  whom  could  interpret,  and  two  servants  to  show  the  house. 

After  walking  some  distance  in  the  direction  of  a  temple  called  X^ao-ye-miao,  I  met  my 
coolie  coming  towards  me.  On  inquiring  the  reason  of  his  absence  his  replies  were  so  re- 
strained and  unsatisfactory  that  I  compelled  him  to  go  on  before  and  show  the  house  where 
he  said  he  had  been  forcibly  carried.  As  we  walked  on,  still  unsuspicious  of  danger,  and 
had  scarcely  turned  a  comer,  out  rushed  a  bod^r  of  men  from  two  gateways  fronting  us, 
armed  with  swords,  knives,  and  matchlocks,  and  in  an  instant  several  guns  were  fired  in  our 
faces  at  a  distance  of  about  sixty  feet.  There  had  not  been  the  slightest  provocation  for  this 
cowardly,  murderous  act;  and  the  fire  wounded  two  of  my  countrymen-*-(one  so  severely 
that  his  life  was  for  a  time  despaired  of)— one  of  my  servants  and  m;fself.  Under  these 
chrcumstances  I  at  once  turned  with  my  companions  towards  my  house,  intending  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  authorities,  but  we  were  pursued  by  the  sword-racks  to  the  river  side,  even 
while  dra^^ng  along  one  of  my  wounded  countrymen. 

On  reaching  my  house  I  addressed  Ching,  the  collector  of  customs,  who  I^understood  had 
received  extra-judicial  powers,  relating  the  assault  and  demanding  the  immediate  arrest  of 
all  implicated.  But  his  reply,  viewing  the  exig^cies  of  the  case,  was  deemed  so  unsatis- 
fiictory  that  I  decided  to  visit  you,  sir,  and  in  person  explain  all  the  circumstances  that  would 
fftdlitate  your  expected  action.  After  the  occurrences  of  the  morning,  and  amid  rumors  that 
the  sword-racks  were  gathering  in  the  town,  it  was  deemed  unadvisable  for  me  to  go  alone, 
or  to  take  my  servants ;  and  I  was  therefore  accompanied  by  some  of  my  countrymen  who 
were  armed,  but  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  most  quiet  manner.  At  my  request  the  British 
consul  permitted  his  interpreter,  Mr.  Davenport,  to  accompany  and  interpret  for  me.  On 
reaching  vour  office  I  founa  you  and  E.,  commandant  of  the  volunteers  of  the  town,  awaiting 
me ;  but  I  must  confess  that  my  interview  was  far  from  satisfactory.  You  professed  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  name  of  the  leader  of  this  ^ng  of  sword-racks,  and  of  the  location  of  their 
house,  whereas  the  assault  in  the  morning  nad  been  known  to  thousands  in  the  town  for 
hours,  as  well  as  the  perpetrators  and  their  houses.  However,  on  leaving  you  repeatedly 
assured  me  that  I  might  let  the  matter  rest  a  space,  as  you  would  at  once  seize  the  men  and 
deal  with  them.  I  little  thought  that  one  in  your  responsible  position  would  deceive  me,  and 
instead  of  acting  promptly  and  honestly,  allow  these  would-be  assassins  to  quietly  escape 
with  impunity. 

On  my  return,  seeing  my  way  down  had  been  so  peaceful,  I  decided  to  go  by  a  different 
street,  hoping  to  meet  with  a  favorite  dog  that  was  wounded  in  the  morning.  After  pro- 
ceeding some  distance  we  noticed  a  man  armed  with  a  matchlock  following  us  on  horseback, 
whom  I  recognized  as  one  of  the  band  who  had  p^irsued  me  in  the  morning;  but  perceiving 
himself  watched  he  disappeared  down  a  lane.  Fearing  some  treachery,  I  determmed  to  re- 
trace my  steps  and  continued  homewards  on  a  parallel  street,  in  the  direction  this  man  had 
taken.  ^  t 
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We  bad  not  g^one  far  when  we  mw  a  man  on  the  top  of  a  honte  aiming  a  natdilock  at  na, 
and  recognised  the  locality  of  the  morning  assault.  We  could  not  retreiU,  and  on  attemptinff 
to  g^  on  werb  met  with  a  yoUev  from  several  matchlocks  pointed  down  a  cross  street,  and 
hemmine  us  in,  unless  we  ran  through  the  fire.  This  we  didf  two  only  of  our  party  being 
wounded  in  the  legs.  Haying  promised  you,  sir,  not  to  take  matters  into  my  own  hands, 
but  rath«r  to  restrain  my  countrymen,  my  course  I  regarded  as  simply  one  of  self-defence. 
The  sword-racks  were  now  in  the  same  street  with  us,  and  again  fired ;  we  returned  their  fira, 
and  its  results  enabled  us  to  continue  our  course  without  further  molestation. 

On  the  next  day,  April  1st,  you  called  on  me,  and  met  the  British  and  Prussian  con- 
suls. It  was  with  some  difficulty  then  that  I  learned  you  had  really  allowed  the  entire  gang 
of  sword-racks  to  escape.  You,  howeyer,  finally  consented  to  the  destruction  of  their  houses, 
arranging  that  I  should  meet  you  fDr  such  a  purpose  on  the  following  noon.  I  met  you 
there,  and  the  houses  were  destroyed,  allhoujg^  I  feel  that  I  was  yery  lenient  in  not  insisting 
on  the  destruction  of  a  third  one,  connected  in  some  way  with  the  gang. 

The  aboye  is  a  faithful  and  ezhaustiye  nanatiye  of  the  outrageous  assaults,  and  of  what 
transpired  since ;  and  I  hope  the  destruction  of  the  buildings  will  haye  great  moral  effect  on 
these  lawless  men,  and  the  thousands  of  bystanders.  You  and  Ching  both  admitted  in  the 
presence  of  my  colleagues  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  proyocation  offered  these  sword- 
racks.  You  are  aware,  too,  that  the  eleventh  article  of  the  American  treaty  provides  that 
**  arrests  in  order  to  trial  may  be  made  by  either  the  Chinese  or  the  United  States  authorities;*' 
so  that  if  I  had  gone  with  tne  intention  of  arresting  these  men  who  had  carried  off  one  of  m^ 
people,  it  would  nave  been  lawM.  The  second  assault  was  made  when  exercising  my  offi- 
cial functions  in  my  offidal  dress. 

I  therefore  now  call  upon  you  to  arrest  the  three  brothers  Chin  and  the  other  assailants 
at  once ;  and  request  that  you  will  inform  me,  that  I  may  take  steps  to  identify  them.  It  is 
mj  duty,  also,  to  write  to  Peking  complaining  in  the  strongest  manner  of  the  inefficiency  of 
£.,  whose  duty  as  commandant  of  volunteers  requires  him  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  place. 
It  is  everywhere  known  that  the  sword-racks  belong  to  the  volunteers  whom  he  commands ; 
that  he  was  conversant  with  the  particulars  of  the  assault,  and  could  have  directed  the  arrest 
of  the  offenders.  His  inertness  and  inefficiency  in  this,  the  first  affair  where  his  services  have 
been  required  by  foreigners,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  promises  and  assurances  of  suc- 
cess, seem  to  point  him  out  as  the  last  man  to  fill  a  position  of  so  much  trust. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  P   KNIGHT, 

United  States  Vict-Commd* 

To  Hao,  District  Magistrate  of  Kai-ekaw. 


C. 

Mr.  ffiUiams  to  Mr.  Knii^ht. 

United  States  Legation, 

Peking,  Map  16,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of  the  t3th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  giving 
the  detsdls  of  the  attack  maoe  upon  you  on  the  31st  of  March,  by  parties  of  lawless  men ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  join  with  you  in  giving  thanks  to  God  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives 
of  yourself  and  all  your  company. 

Admiral  Bell  had  ahready  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  the  steamer  Wachusatt  to 
Hiuehwang,  where  I  suppose  she  has  already  arrived,  and  I  hope  that  Captain  Townsend 
will  be  able  to  aid  yon,  and  the  local  authorities  if  need  be,  in  securing  better  protection  in 
future.  It  will  be  well  to  urge  upon  the  latter  the  immediate  settlement  of  this  affair,  rather 
than  to  effect  mnch  from  their  superiors  here  until  they  have  more  details.  I  have  made 
knovrn  your  version  of  the  afiiair,  which  corrected  theirs  in  several  particulars.  The  destrue- 
Uon  of  the  houses  whence  the  sword-racks  made  their  attack,  under  the  eye  of  the  magis- 
trates, was  a  right  step  and  will  serve  as  a  warning. 

In  regard  to  your  niinest  for  twenty  revolvers  and  rifles  to  protect  American  lives  and 
interesto,  all  that  I  can  do  is  to  lay  it  before  the  State  Department.  I  am  in  hopes  that 
Captain  Townsend  will  be  able  to  furnish  you  immediately  with  a  few  weapons  ana  ammo* 
nition  for  the  present  need,  and  to  stay  till  there  is  a  prospect  of  permanent  security. 

The  officials  here  have  intimated  that  a  large  quantity  of  fire-arms  have  been  brought  to 
"nngtsi  by  foreigners,  who,  they  hint,  are  somewhat  responsible  for  the  evils  now  con 
plained  of.    Can  you  give  me  any  authentic  information  on  this  point  f 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
Francis  P.  Knight,  Esq., 

U.  S.  ViU'Consnl,  New  Chwang.  ^  , 
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jifr.  Williams  to  5ir  R.  Aleoek.  ^ 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  Map  15,  1866. 
Sm :  I  haye  been  informed  by  Mr.  IMP*  Knight,  the  United  States  vice-conaul  at  the 
port  of  Niuchwanff,  of  the  important  7d  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Arthur  Davenport,  of  her 
Britttnnio  Migeety^s  consulate  there,  in  interpreting  and  translating  while  conducting  the 
offidal  intercourse  ffrawin|[  out  of  the  late  disturbances  in  that  town. 

I  fully  concur  in  Mr.  Knight's  view  of  the  value  of  these  services,  uxd  shall  be  obliged  to 
your  excellency  to  convey  to  Mr.  Davenport  my  sineere  thanks  for  his  valuable  assistance 
so  generously  rendered  to  Mr.  Knight 

r  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  express  the  sentiments  of  high  respect  with 
which  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
His  Excellency  Sir  B.  Alcock,  K.  C.  B., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  to  China,  Peking. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr*  WilliofM. 

No.  165.]  Department  op  State, 

WasAingtoHf  May  26,  1866.     | 
Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  the  10th  of  March,  No.  24,  has  been  received.  \ 

It  win  be  entirely  agreeable  to  this  government  that  I  receive  and  afibrd  all  1 
desirable  facilities  to  the  agent  of  Prince  Kang.    I  trust  that  the  observations  he  \ 
maj  be  able  to  make  in  the  western  nations  will  be  productive  of  results  bene-     I 
ficial  as  well  to  these  nations  as  to  his  own  great  and  very  interesting  country.    I 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  I 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.       L 

S.  Wblls  Williams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^r. 


Mr.  WiUiams  to  Mr.  Seward* 

Mo.  35.]  ,  Lbgation  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Peking,  June  12,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  several  despatches,  Nos. 
23  to  28  inclusive,  from  the  department.  The  first  one,  refBrring  to  measures  to 
be  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  the  British  minister,  by  the  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  has  been  communicated  to  Sir  R.  Alcock. 
You  will  have  seen  from  enclosure  3,  in  my  despatch  No.  32,  that  the  Chinese 
government  is  beginning  to  move  in  the  matter ;  but  there  is  a  great  want  of 
small  vessels  suitable  for  chasing  the  pirates  over  shallow  waters  into  their 
retreats,  without  which  they  frequently  escape. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  a  correspondence  relating  to  a  case  involv- 
ing the  impiopQruse  of  the  American  flag  on  the  Yangtsi-kiang,  which  presents 
sev^td  featureslDtlStBttive  of  the  practic^  working  of  the  exterritoriality  laws 
under  which  we  live.  The  correspondence  marked  A  to  I  contains  all  the 
important  papers,  and  I  respectfully  commend  them  to  your  perusal  in  limine^ 
explanatory  of  a  few  remarks  showing  the  bearing  of  the  case. 

There  are  two  disadvantages,  it  may  be  premised,  connected  with  the  discus- 
sion and  settlement  of  such  cases  iq  this  country ;   one  is,  the4ifficultv  o 
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obtaining  accurate  information ;  the  other,  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  cor- 
responding with  officials  at  the  ports.  It  is  now  exactly  ten  months  since  the 
jonK  was  detained  at  Hankau,  and  I  am  only  jost  now  able  to  prepare  the 
papers  to  send  to  you.  Meanwhile  Mr.  White,  the  principal  witness  and  person 
interested  in  it,  has  gone,  and  the  evidence  on  both  sides  is  very  imper&ct,  as 
there  has  been  no  trial  or  examination.  The  necessity  of  obtaining  minute 
information  in  order  to  rebut  the  misstat^knts  of  Chinese  officials,  who  are 
apparently  never  at  loss  for  facts  to  uphold  their  proceedings,  is  particularly 
important ;  and  if  months  are  spent  in  obtaining  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  moral 
effects  of  a  decision  are  weakened.  It  is  not  unlike  the  labor  of  Sisyphus  to 
teach  the  native  authorities  a  high  regard  for  treaty  stipulations,  and  their 
ignorance  and  disregard  of  precedents  as  to  their  working  are  alike  discouraging. 

In  this  instance  Mr.  White  seems  to  have  had  no  idea  that  it  was  against  the 
laws  of  his  own  country  to  furnish  a  flag  to  a  Chinese  boat  under  the  plea  of  acting 
as  an  agent  in  chartering  such  boat  from  her  native  owners  for  other  native 
tradera  to  carry  native  produce  on  the  Great  river.  Nor  does  Mr.  Salter  seem 
to  have  been  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  the  thing,  when  the  case  came  before 
him,  and  that  he  could  give  no  legal  protection  to  the  agent,  while  the  present 
incumbent,  Mr.  Bridges,  pleads  time  and  custom  in  defence  of  the  practice.  And 
no  doubt,  in  the  circumstances,  a  good  deal  can  b^  !tfged  on  their  side. 

It  was  this  impression  of  the  lawfulness  of  this^stem  of  "selling  flags,"  as 
the  Chinese  term  it,  that  I  suppose  led  to  the  suppression  of  the  fact  in  the 
first  report  to  me  (enclosures  A,  B)  that  the  junk  was  not  really  American  pro- 
perty, and  that  the  fine  was  paid  by  the  native  owner,  through  Mr.  White. 
Not  knowing  these  facts,  I  strongly  urged  the  immediate  repayment  of  the 
money,  in  the  belief  that  there  had  been  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  treaty, 
though  Mr.  White's  offer  to  pay  a  fine  of  100  taels  to  release  the  boat  might 
have  excited  a  doubt.  I  can  only  explain  this  ill-judged  and  arbitary  act  of 
the  intendant  by  supposing  that  the  owners,  having  refused  to  pay  the  fee  for 
his  connivance,  he  determined  to  show  that  they  were  not  beyond  his  reach ; 
or  that  the  fine  was  exacted  to  revenge  a  private  pique  of  him  or  his  friends. 
He  issued  a  notice  to  the  tradesmen  of  HanKau  some  time  in  December  la8t,^for- 
bidding  the  use  of  foreign  flags  by  native-owned  boats,  but  I  have  not  learned 
whether  it  has  checked  the  budiaess. 

I  think  that  the  intendant  was  practically  right  in  his  argument  to  Mr.  Salter; 
that,  as  Mr.  White  had  been  selling  the  American  flag,  he  had  no  claim  for 
damages  for  what  was  in  itself  illegal ;  but,  apparently  out  of  mere  wilfulness 
he  took  the  worst  possible  way  of  upholding  it,  misquoted  the  treaty  and  river 
regulations,  and  disregarded  the  official  position  of  the  consul,  when  a  candid 
statement  of  the  case  or  a  reference  to  Peking  would  have  strengthened  his 
position.  He  seems  to  have  been  alarmed  at  his  own  conduct,  however,  as  it 
was  not  until  he  had  received  instructions  from  his  superiors,  in  December,  that 
he  issued  his  prohibition,  mean  while  permitting  the  practice  togo  on. 

This  case  shows  how  easily  usages  and  malpractices,  more  or  less  opposed  to 
the  treaties,  can  grow  to  be  of  almost  equal  authority,  until  they  are  exposed  and, 
checked,  and  how  both  natives  and  foreigners  quote  the  connivance  or  dereliction 
of  magistrates  in  extenuation  of  their  acts.  .  My  despatch.  No.  32,  relating  to 
steamers  navigating  the  inner  waters  of  China  is  ad  rem ,  and  a  reference  to  Mr. 
Parker's  published  despatches,  pages  681,  774,  778,  787,  &c.,  will  furnish  further 
particulars  respecting  a  similar  misuse  of  the  American  flag  ten  years  ago. 

A  short  note  has  been  received  in  reply  to  my  last,  (enclosure  I,)  in  which 
Prince  Kung  repeats  the  reasons  stated  in  enclosure  H  for  not  refunding  the  400 
taels ;  but  I  think  the  discussion  has  shown  the  members  of  the  foreign  office 
the  evil  effects  of  a  course  of  conduct  such  as  the  intendant  has  exhibited,  even 
in  pursuing  a  right  end.  It  might,  dpriarif  be  supposed  that  many  conflicting 
views  would  arise  between  native  and  foreign  authorities  in  China  as  to  the  limiu 
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of  their  jurisdiction;  and  tliat  the  fonner  would  be  jealons  of  their  position, 
fonner\y  eo  unquestioned  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  subjects ;  but  on  the  whole, 
fewer  disagreements  have  arisen,  and  all  questions  are  discussed  in  a  better  spirit 
than  might  have  been  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaihingtOHf  D.  C. 


Charge  d^Affairee, 


Mr,  Bridges  to  Mr.  fFiUiams. 

COIVSULATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Hankauj  October  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  was  left  in  charge  of  the  oonsolate  Ang^t  22,  and  it  therefore  devolves  on  me  to 
lay  before  yon  the  following^  enclosures,  marked  A  to  H,  which  will  give  you  the  particnlars 
and  circumstances  of  a  heavy  fine  imposed  by  the  customs  upon  Mr.  H.  £.  White,  an 
American  merchant  at  this  port,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  crew  of  his  junk  having  at- 
tempted to  smuggle  on  board  a  small  quantitv  of  straw  rope,  the  export  and  coast  trade 
duties  on  which  would  be  less  than  half  a  tael. 

I  cannot  find  anything  in  the  treaties  or  river  regulations,  sanctioned  by  the  minister, 
which  empowers  the  intendant  of  circuit,  acting  as  superintendent  of  the  foreign  customs,  to 
inflict  such  fine,  or  do  more  than  confiscate  the  smuggled  cBxeo ;  and  should  you  have  a 
similar  view,  I  beg  you  will  take  measures  for  the  recoverv  of  the  fine  of  400  taels,  which 
Mr.  White  paid  under  protest,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  despatch  the  junk  for  her 
destination. 

I  should  have  addressed  vou  on  the  subject  before,  but  have  been  waiting  to  obtain  a 
promised  translation  from  the  customs,  interpreter  of  the  tantai*s  reply  to  Mr.  Salter,  but 
nave  been  obliged  to  put  up  with  an  inferior  interpretation.  Hegarding  the  expressions  in  Mr. 
Salterns  letter,  to  which  the  tautai  makes  objection  in  such  strong  languag^,  I.  beg  to  say, 
you  will  be  the  best  judge  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  translation,  and  also  as  to  the  appa- 
rent discourtesy  of  the  latter*s  remarks  to  the  consul.  If  the  translation  of  the  latter  despatch 
is  not  correct,  it  arises  firom  the  unfortunate  want  of  proper  American  consular  officers  at  this 
port.  . 

The  proceedings  of  the  tautai  in  this  matter  are  in  accordance  with  his  usual  high-handed 
measures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  BRIDGES, 
Acting  United  States  Fice-Consul. 
S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq., 

United  States  Ckarge  d' Affaires, 


B. 

Affidavit  of  H,  E.  White,  at  Hanlum. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  H.  G.  Bridges,  acting  United  States  vice-consul  for  the  port  of 
Hankau,  Mr.  H.  £.  White,  and  having  taken  oath,  said  that:  On  the  ]2tb  instant  I  cleared, 
from  the  office  of  customs  and  United  States  consulate  at  this  port,  the  American  chartered  junk 
W.  No.  258.  On  the  I3th  (said  junk  having  been  detained  in  port  bv  the  stress  of  weather, 
&c.,)  the  customs  officers  in  charge  of  Uanyans:  branch  of  the  Hankau  customs  discovered 
one  of  her  crew  attempting  to  smuggle  on  l>oara  of  her  200  coils  of  straw  rope,  weighing 
about  three  piculs,  and  hi  value  about  6,500  copper  cash.  The  customs  officers  referred  to 
above,  having  report^  the  matter  at  the  Hankau  custom-house,  a  customs  officer  from  there 
was  immediately  ordered  to  go  and  remfun  on  board  of  the  said  junk.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  I  called  on  the  conmiissioner  of  customs  and  requested  him  to  seize  and  con- 
fiscate the  straw  rope,  and  offered  to  deliver  up  the  Chinese  sailor  who  had  attempted  to 
smuggle  the  same  on  board  of  the  said  junk  at  any  time  when  he  thought  proper  to  apply 
for  him.  On  the  15th,  by  order  of  the  commissioner  of  customs,  the  said  junk  was  thor- 
oughly searched,  but  no  cargo  in  excess  of  the  amount  specified  in  her  manifest  was  found  on 
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board  of  her.  On  the  t9ik  the  cenmiMkmer  of  etutonis  iaformed  me  ^t  his  excelleiiey  fbe 
tsntaif  (or  intendant,)  acting  as  superintendent  of  trade  at  this  port,  considered  that  in  liea 
of  confiscating  tlie  jonk  and  her  carg^,  he  was  acting  leniently  in  fining  the  junk  500  taels. 
I  told  him  that  I  did  not  admit  that  the  intendant  was  right  in  confiscating  a  TesseVs  cargo 
as  a  penalty  for  a  transgression  of  the  customs  regulations  committed  by  one  of  her  crew. 
He  then  wrote  another  despatch,  a  translation  of  which  was  to  be  forwarded  to  the  intendant. 
His  despatch  was  read  to  me,  and  was  to  the  efiect  that,  as  the  amount  of  rope  which  the 
Chinese  sailor  attempted  to  smuggle  was  small,  and  that  as  the  imperial  revenue  would 
haye  been  defrauded  of  only  about  taels  0.2.5,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  infliction  of  a 
fine  of  100  taels  would  be  quite  sufficient.  On  the  81st  tne  commissioner  of  customs 
informed  me  that  he  had  received  from  the  intendant,  as  snperintendant  of  trade,  another  dee- 
patch,  wherein  he  was  instructed  to  enforce  a  fine  of  400  taels  in  the  case  of  the  junk  W. 
No.  25§,  in  lieu  of  confiscating  the  whole  of  her  car^o,  to  which  he  considered  himself  en- 
titled.   This  fine  I  paid  under  protest,  and  the  said  junk  left  this  port  on  the  22d  instant, 

after  having  sufiered  from  a  detention  of  eight  days.  

HENRY  E.  WHITE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  H.  6.  Bridget,  acting  United  States  vice-consul  for 
Hankan,  this  24th  day  of  August,  1865. 

H.  O.  BRU>G£S,  United  States  Vice- Consul. 


a 

Mr,  HVUams  to  Prmee  Kwng, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  November  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  vice-consul  at  Hankau  has  sent  the  following  report  to  this  legatSon : 

**  ftfr.  White,  an  American  citisen,  appeared  at  this  consulate  some  time  in  the  month  of 
August,  and  stated  that  Ching,  the  intendant  of  circuit,  had  seised  and  deiained  his  native- 
built  boat,  and  fined  him  400  taels  in  the  most  violent  and  uijust  manner;  but  as  the  vessel 
was  on  the  point  of  sailing  he  had  paid  the  money  under  protest,  and  came  now  to  have  the 
case  justly  tried. 

'Ut  appeared  that  this  native  craft  had  already  obtained  her  clearance,  and  was  soon  to 
leave,  when  one  of  the  Chinese  sailors  smuggled  a  lot  of  grass-rone,  worUi  about  four  taels, 
on  board.  The  master  of  the  boat  himself  reported  the  anair  to  tne  custom-house,  and  told 
the  officers  that  this  sailor's  offence  was  a  ver^  trifling  one,  and  he  wished  them  to  confiscate 
the  goods.  But  on  the  contrary,  to  his  surprise,  the  collector,  without  consulting  the  consul 
or  regarding^  the  circumstances,  imposed  a  most  exorbitant  fine  for  the  offence,  which  be, 
however,  paid  undes  the  most  solemn  protest  I  desired  that  the  case  should  be  judged  in  aa 
equitable  manner,  but  the  intendant  has  refused  to  listen  to  my  proposal,  and  I  therefore 
report  it  for  your  action.** 

From  the  above  statement  it  is  evident  that  the  intendant,  in  quoting  that  portion  of  the 
fourteenth  article  of  the  American  treaty,  which  refers  to  confiscating  vessels  detected  in 
smuggling  without  uxy  protection  from  their  own  authorities,  has  overlooked  the  point  that 
it  refers  to  vessels  entering  an  unopened  port  in  China,  and  has  nothinf^  to  do  with  vessels 
in  a  legal  port.  In  the  latter  case,  goods  alone  can  be  confiscated,  and  a  fine  imposed  by 
the  consul  after  due  inquiry,  but  the  vessel  cannot  be  involved  in  the  punishment. 

It  is  also  stipulated  m  article  eleven  that  in  cases  of  litigation  or  complahit  the  United 
States  consul  must  be  notified,  and  he  will  examine  into  the  circumstances  and  decide  on  the 
amount  of  fine  or  punishment  The  intendant  at  Hankau  cannot  be  allowed  to  quote  m 
part  of  article  fourteen  in  this  partiid  manner  to  uphold  his  proceedings ;  and  still  more,  he 
cannot  be  permitted  to  violate  article  eleven  in  so  glaring  a  manner,  and  levy  a  fine  of  his 
own  accord  on  an  American  citizen.  He  most  plainly  h&s  broken  two  articles  of  the 
treaty ;  and  I  have  therefore,  in  informing  your  hignness  of  the  case,  to  request  that  you  will 
order  this  official  to  nay  back  the  400  taels  to  Blr.  White,  and  afterwards  refor  the  case  to  the 
United  States  consul  ror  abjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  hlghness's  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAH8. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  Sfc,  ife,,  ife. 


D. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  WiUusms. 
[Translation.] 
Prince  KUNO,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affiiirs,  herewith  replies  i  „ 

of  Mr.  White,  of  the  Pau-ki  hong,  an  American,  who  had  reported  to  the  Umted  States  con- 
sul that  the  intendant  of  cirouit  at  Hankau  had  unjustly  detained  a  native  boat    Tour 
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MEoelknoy's  despatch  was  r»eei¥6d  in  November 'last,  alatmff  thai  at  this  ofBoer  had  fined  Mr. 
White  400  taels  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  and  had  peryerted  tike  meaning  of  article  fourteen  of 
the  treaty  to  uphold  his  proeeedinffs  and  m^nst  exactions,  yon  requested  that  he  be  directed 
to  pay  back  the  fine,  and  then  re£r  the  case  to  the  liinited  States  consul  for  adjudication. 
No  delay  was  allowed  in  writiuf^  to  the  superintendent  of  commerce  and  the  governor  g^n^ral 
of  Hukwang  to  learn  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  the  following  answer  has  b^n  receiy^  from 
the  former : 

**  All  the  details  of  this  case  had  been  secretly  inquired  into,  and  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  carffo  in  this  vessel  really  belonged  to  native  merchants,  for  whom  a  man  named  Kau- 
Wan-shnn  had  bought  a  foreign  flag.  This  person  was  cited  to  ap{>ear  before  the  mckgistrate, 
and  affirmed  that  he  had  opened  a  shipping  and  brokerage  office  in  Hankan.  In  jfuly  last 
some  merchants  from  Tungchau,  belonging  to  the  firm  Tsiun-mei,  had  sent  their  pa^er, 
Yu  Pn-ting,  to  him  to  chivter  a  vessel ;  he  had  hired  the  boat  called  Man-kiang-hung,  and 
when  it  came,  further  recommended  that  he  should  go  to  Mr.  White's  office  and  bnv  a  Cm^ 
eign  flag  for  the  sum  of  forty-five  taels  to  put  on  her.  The  cargo  was  then  passed  through 
the  customs  and  the  regular  tariff  duties  paid  on  it,  when  unluddly  one  of  the  crew  tried  to 
smuggle  some  straw-rope  on  a  Sunday ;  hi4>pily,  it  was  seen  and  seized,  and  a  fine  of  400 
taels  inflicted,  which  sum,  as  the  real  owners  were  not  in  Hankau,  was  advanced  by  their 
agent,  Tu  Pu-ting.  The  deponent  says  he  will  never  again  dare  to  buy  a  foreign  flag.  The 
intendant  obtained  a  written  assurance  while  Eau-Wan-shun  was  in  custody,  to  which  the 
partners  of  the  large  firm,  Hu-tung-hlng,  in  Hankau,  were  sureties,  that  nothing  more  of  the 
kind  should  take  place." 

On  reading  the  above  report,  it  appears  to  me  quite  plain  that  the  native  Merchant,  Kau- 


Wan-shun,  had  opened  an  office  at  Hankau  as  a  shipping  agent  ;*  he  chartered  a  boat  for  the 
firm  Tsiun-mei  to  take  th^r  goods  away,  and  presumed  lo  apply  to  Mr.  White  for  a  foreign 
flag  for  a  consideration,  foolishly  hoping  thereby  to  evade  the  full  payment  of  duties.    But 


the  intendant  discovered  the  plan  and  arrested  the  parties,  and  Kau-Wan-shun  coniessed,  on 
examination,  that  he  had  given  a  bribe  to  get  a  foreign  flag  for  this  vessel,  whose  cargo  aU 
bek>nged  to  native  merchants,  and  whose  orew  were  all  Chinese.  By  the  laws  of  his  conntiy 
his  crune  is  very  heinous,  and  the  decision  of  the  intendant  to  compound  his  punishment  for 
a  fine  of  400  taels  may  be  considered  as  rather  lenient*  Furthermore,  this  action  was  quite 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  article  fourteen  of  the  American  fareaty,  concerning 
smuggling  and  evasion  of  duties,  which  allows  Chinese  officers  to  manage  and  adjudicate 
such  cases.  However,  for  the  United  States  consul  not  only  to  overlook  the  act  of  Mr. 
White  in  secretly  selling  the  American  flag,  and  pass  iU>y  without  punishment,  but  even  to 
try  to  screen  the  man  Kau-Wan-shun,  and  turn  arouno  and  charge  the  intendant  with  arbi- 
trary and  unjust  exaction  on  himself  levying  this  fine,  is  totally  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  tho 
treaty,  which  does  not  permit  an  American  official  to  collude  with  and  screen  nis  fellow- 
citizens,  much  less  to  shield  one  who  had  sold  his  national  flag,  and  then  attempt  to  defend 
the  Chinese  who  had  bought  it.  The  superintendent  of  commerce  has  learned  all  the  facts 
respecting  this  case,  and  has  approved  of  the  fine ;  it  is  one  that  wholly  comes  within  the 
jnnsdiction  of  Chinese  officers,  and  is  levied  on  their  own  subjects,  and  may,  therefore,  be 
regarded  as  finally  closed.  The  investigation  of  Mr.  White's  offence  in  selling  the  flag,  and 
the  punishment  proper  to  be  meted  hi  oraer  to  promote  justice  and  order,  falls  entirely  within 
your  excellency's  jurisdiction. 
Januaet  4, 1866,  (Tung-chi  4th  year,  Uth  moon,  18th  day.) 

His  Excellency  8.  Wells  Willums, 

United  Statu  Charg6  tf  Affaires. 


E. 

Mr,  Williams  to  Mr.  Bridges. 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Peking,  Jannarg  16,  1866. 

Sm :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  vour  despatch  of  October  23, 1866,  and  its  enclosures,  relating 
to  the  case  of  the  chartered  junk  W.  «o..  258,  which  was  flned  400  taels,  in  August,  for 
smuggling  some  straw-rope  on  board  after  receiving  her  clearance.  I  wish  that  you  had 
procured  a  translation  to  be  made  of  the  intendant's  replv  to  Consul  Salter's  despatch,  for 
then  you  could  have  inarmed  me  with  respect  to  the  allegation  made  therein  as  to  Mr. 
White's  selling  the  protection  of  the  American  flag,  which  constituted  the  real  reason  for  the 
fine.  A  want  of  translators  is,  however,  I  am  well  aware,  one  of  the  disabilities  which  the 
United  States  consulates  in  China  labor  under,  and  you  were  probably  not  aware  of  this  im- 
portant feature  in  the  case. 

I  brought  this  matter  before  the  Chinese  government  in  November,  just  as  you  reported  It, 

and  have  since  received  the  enclosed  answer,  which,  I  suppose,  contains  all  that  the  mtendant 

of  circuit  has  to  say  on  his  side.    I  have  had  a  long  dis<nission  with  the  members  of  the  For* 

^  eign  Office,  who  do  not  defend  his  conduct  in  all  respects.    They  see  the  incongruity  of  such 
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a  ^ne  for  so  light  an  offbiice,  and  acknowledge  that  he  yirtnally  consented  to  the  illegal  osd 
of  the  American  flag  by  allowing  the  boat  to  depart  under  those  colors,  instead  of  compelling 
her  to  resume  her  real  character.  But  as  I  had  no  counter  eyidence  to  bring  forward  against 
their  assertion  that  Mr.  White  did  s#l  the  protection  of  the  flaff  for  forty-nve  taels,  I  could 
do  no  otherwise  than  allow  it  in  argument ;  out  I  wish  you  to  sill  the  matter  thoroughly,  for 
if  he  did,  he  has  made  himself  amenable  to  your  consular  court  for  infringing  the  regulations 
concerning  chartering  native  vessels ;  if  he  did  not,  and  the  flag  was  legitimately  uj»dd,  send 
me  copies  of  the  documents  proving  it 

This  despatch  is  sent  you  through  the  Foreign  Office,  with  one  to  the  intendant,  and  I  wish 
you  to  investigate  the  case  with  him.  He  can  confiscate  goods  detected  in  the  act  of  smug- 
gling, but  he  cannot  impose  a  fine  on  an  American  citizen  except  through  the  judicial  action 
of  the  consul.  If  the  intendant  diought  that  the  flag  was  illegally  used  he  could  have  de- 
tained the  vessel  until  the  charge  was  examined,  and  withdrawn  her  charter  if  proved ;  nor 
would  I  complain  at  any  fine  or  confiscation,  for  the  matter  would  then  pertain  entirelv  to 
the  Chinese  authorities.  The  American  flag  may  not  be  used  to  aid  natives  in  evading  tneir 
own  laws. 

I  proposed  to  the  officers  here  that  the  400  taels  should  be  deposited  in  court  till  the  cause 
was  decided,  and  you  will  try  to  have  this  done ;  and,  on  ascertaining  all  the  facts,  settle  the 
matter  according  to  treaty  and  law. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  obediently, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

H.  G.  Bridges,  Esq.,  United  States  Vice-Consul, 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  \^as  written,  I  have  learned  some  particulars  which  go  to  show  that 
Mr.  White  has  been  engaged  in  selling  the  protection  of  the  American  flag  to  Chinese  ves- 
sels. If  you  had  any  knowledge  that  such  was  the  case,  he  ought  to  have  been  long  ago 
cited  to  answer  for  his  conduct.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  settle  this  case, 
seeing  that  the  wrong  has  been  done,  and  the  parties,  perhaps,  gone  awav.  You  can  inform 
the  intendant  that  if  he  had  at  first  told  Consul  Salters  all  the  truth  about  this  boat,  there 
would  have  been  less  difficulty  in  punishing  the  guiltv  parties.  Yet  he  cannot  be  allowed  to 
act  arbitrarily  even  in  the  pursuit  of  a  right  end,  and  doubtless  would  prefer  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  consul  if  he  was  assured  that  the  ofienders  would  not  escape.  I  have  confidence 
that  you  will  do  what  is  possible  to  bring  this  about. 

S.  W.  W. 


Jlfr.  Bridges  to  Mr.  Williams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Hankau,  March  2U  1866. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  January  16,  with  reference  to  the  fine  of 
400  taels  imposed  by  the  tautai  upon  Mr.  White,  and  note  your  request  that  I  should  sift  the 
matter  thoroughly  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  he  did  aell  the  American  flag  for  forty-five  taels. 
Ifr.  White  had  closed  his  business  and  left  this  port  a  mouth  before  the  receipt  of  your  de- 
spatch    I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  make  any  further  inquiries  into  the  case. 

In  the  postscript  ofyour  despatch,  you  write  that  you  had  '*  learned  some  particulars  which 
go  to  show  that  Mr.  White  has  been  engaged  in  selling  the  protection  of  the  American  flag 
to  Chinese  vessels ;"  and  further  remark,  ^*  if  you  had  any  knowledge  that  such  was  the  case, 
he  ouffht  to  have  been  cited  long  ago  to  answer  for  his  conduct."  In  reply,  I  have  to  say 
that  1  was  not  aware  that  he  sold  the  American  flag,  and  that  I  never  received  any  complaint 
from  the  authorities  of  Mr.  White  carrying  on  a  business  of  this  kind.  He  may  or  may  not 
have  been  wholly  or  partly  interested  in  the  different  junks  he  despatched  from  this  port,  but' 
as  long  as  he  appeared  as  the  charterer  of  the  craft  and  shipper  of  the  cargo  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  consul  to  apply  for  her  customs  papers,  and  give  a  consular  clearance;  and  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  the  consul  was  in  no  way  bound  to  make  unusual  inquiries. 

I  believe  that  there  are,  at  the  present  moment,  many  sea-goin^  vessels  on  the  coast,  trading 
under  the  flags  of  different  nations,  which  belong  wholly  to  Cmnese.  During  the  late  war 
in  America  many  American  vessels  sailed  under  English,  French,  and  other  colors,  and  I 
presume  this  was  an  exact  case  of  **  selling  flags;"  but  I  have  nev^ heard  that  any  consular 
or  other  authority  considered  it  his  duty  to  assiduously  endeavor  Id  ascertain  the  true  own- 
ership in  such  cases. 

On  the  Yaugtsi  river  the  following  circumstances  have  existed :  During  the  past  four  years 
numbers  of  native-owned  junks  have  been  despatched  from  Hankau  under  American,  English, 
and  French  papers,  (the  greater  number  unaer  the  latter  nationality,)  with  the  undoubted 
knowledge  of  me  native  authorities,  who  were  only  too  glad  while  Nanking  was  in  possession 
of  the  reoels  to  foster  the  native  traffic  by  protection  afforded  in  this  way  to  native  craft. 
The  authorities  had  given  tacit  consent  to  this  system,  and  never  expressed  any  dlsapproba- 
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tion  of  it  until  reooDtly,  and  subaeqnently  to  the  fine  imposed  on  Mr.  Wliite ;  and  in  proof  of 
this,  I  woald  refer  to  the  fact  noticed  bj  yourself  in  your  despatch,  that  the  intendant  allowed 
the  junk  W.  No.  258  to  clear  under  the  American  mf^  as  soon  as  the  fine  was  paid,  though 
believing,  as  he  asserts,  that  the  boat  and  cargo  were  native  property ;  and  furthermore,  be 
did  not  request  me  to  make  close  examination  into  future  applications  for  papers,  with  the 
Tiew  to  prevent  the  clearance  of  junks  that  might  not  be  bonajtde  American  property.  After 
payment  of  the  fine,  Mr.  White  cleared  at  the  customs  ten  other  junks  without  remark  from 
the  native  authorities.  Time  and  custom  had  made  the  practice  so  familiar  that  the  tantai 
never  made  an  objection  to  it,  until  one  was  required  as  an  argument  in  reply  to  Consul 
Salter's  letter. 

I  cannot  speak  from  any  knowledge,  but  I  think  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  White  was  not  the 
bona  fide  owner  or  charterer  of  the  numerous  junks  he  uespatched  from  this  to  his  American 
agent  in  Chin-kiang ;  but  he  may  have  been  part  owner,  or,  perhaps,  only  received  a  com- 
mission for  the  management  of  the  business.  Premising,  for  argument,  that  Mr.  White  was 
only  the  agent,  the  tantai*s  conduct  seems  equally  reprehensible,  and  the  precedent  equally 
dangerous.  If  he  chose  to  allow  Chinese  subjects  to  protect  their  iunks  with  an  American 
flag  the  craft  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  he  cannot  arbitrarilv  fine 
the  nominal  owner,  who  is  an  American  citizen.  Shall  the  junk  have  the  advantage  of  nying 
the  American  flag  without  being  subject  to  the  government  of  that  country  7 

As  Mr.  White  is  not  here  I  am  unable  to  gain  anv  information  to  the  statements  made  by 
the  Foreign  Office.  We  are  simply  in  possession  of  the  fact  that  it  was  not  anv  supposed 
Chinese  owner  of  the  junk  or  cargo  who  was  ordered  to  pay  monev;  but  that  Mr.  White, 
who  appeared  before  this  consulate  as  the  owner  of  the  junk,  was  nned  bv  the  customs  400 
teels  for  a  petty  case  of  smuggling  by  one  of  the  crew,  in  evident  disregard  of  treaty  rights ; 
and  the  Foreign  Office  write  you  that  the  superintendent  of  commerce  has  approved  of  the 
fine,  and  that  it  is  one  that  comes  wholly  witnin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chinese  officers.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  an  exercise  of  Arbitrary  power  like  this  is  to  be  permitted,  there  is  an 
esoellent  precedent  for  the  customs  to  fine  or  extort  money  at  their  will  from  any  American 
oirisen,  and  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  consuls  over  their  citizens  has  passed  partially  into 
the  hands  of  the  native  authorities,  and  may  eventually  be  lost  altogether,  and  we  may  con- 
sider this  part  of  our  treaty  rights  almost  a  dead  letter. 

Considering  the  importance  of  the  principle  involved,  I  entertain  strong  hopes  that  you 
will  get  the  fine  refunded,  otherwise  the  customs  are  likely  to  fine  American  boats  and 
steamers  at  their  pleasure.  In  proof  of  this  I  would  remind  you  that  about  two  years  since 
the  British  steamer  Express  was  fined  fifty  taels  by  the  customs  in  consequence  of  her  river 
p^ss  having  been  forgotten.  ^ 

Mr.  White  has  left  power  in  the  hands  of  a  friend  at  Hankau  to  receive  the  400  taels  when 
refunded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  BRIDGES, 
Acting  United  States  Consul, 

8.  Wells  Wiluams,  Esq., 

UniUd  States  Chargi  d*  Affaires. 


Mr,  WUUams  to  Mr.  Bridges. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  26,  1866. 

Snt :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  reply  of  March  21,  respecting  the  claim  of 
Mr.  White,  whose  previous  <&parture  from  Hankau  had  prevented  the  affair  of  the  junk  W. 
No.  258  from  being  investigated.  This  I  regret  the  more  as  I  am  obliged  now  to  teke  the 
account  of  the  Chinese  authorities  as  the  true  one,  which  shows  that  he  had  no  interest  in 
the  vessel  or  her  cargo,  whose  native  owners  really  paid  the  fine.  If  I  had  had  the  same 
reason  for  believing  it  when  I  received  your  first  communication  of  October  23,  1865,  I 
should  not  have  been  led  into  the  misteke  of  urging  upon  the  Foreign  Office  the  repayment  of 
the  400  taels,  under  the  idea  that  Mr.  White  had  himself  paid  it,  vmich  I  fairly  inferred  from 
his  affidavit. 

The  whole  transaction  Jias  grown  out  of  the  irre^lar  business  which  he  was  engaged  in — 
that  of  furnishing  the  American  flag  to  cover  Chinese  property ;  and  as  you  seem  to  be 
unaware  what  has  been  done  in  reterence  to  this  subject,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  circular 
notice,  issued  bv  Mr.  Parker  in  1856  to  United  States  consuls  in  China,  which  will  explain 
the  view  taken  by  the  legation  of  this  business.  (See  correspondence  of  Mr.  Parker,  page 
774,  for  this  notice.) 

Tour  reference  to  the  transfer  of  American  ships  to  English  or  French  flags  during  the  late 

civil  war  is  not  to  the  point,  nor  the  same  thing  as  the  transfer  of  the  American  flag  to  a 

"^  foreign  vessel,  for  the  laws  of  England  or  France  may  differ  from  our  own,  and  were  Ht  Is 
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to  be  iniiBTred)  obtenred  by  those  who  took  their  flags ;  not,  like  the  Chinese  traden,  to 
potect  themselTee  ftgainst  their  own  rulers,  but  to  elude  rebel  cmisers.  Moreover,  Congress 
has  jost  passed  a  law  prohibiting  all  American  yessels  which  had  thus  been  transferred  to 
foreign  flags  ever  recovering  thdr  own  flag,  thus  showing  that  the  proceeding  was  not  alto- 
gether approved. 

Ton  remark,  when  defending  Mr.  White's  proceedings,  and  inculpating  the  intendant, 
that  **  Time  and  custom  had  mfde  the  practice  of  sailing  Chinese  vessels  under  the  American 
flag  along  the  Great  river  so  familiar,  that  the  intendant  never  made  anj  objection  to  it  until 
one  was  required  as  an  argument  to  reply  to  Dr.  Salter's  letter.  *  *  *  If  the  Intendant 
chooses  to  allow  Chinese  subjects  to  protect  their  junks  with  an  American  flag,  the  craft  is 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  he  cannot  arbitrarily  fine  the  nominal 
owner,  who  is  an  American  citizen.  Shall  the  junk  have  the  advantage  of  flying  the  Ameri- 
can flag  without  being  subject  to  the  government  of  that  country  7  " 

This  question  shows  very  cleariy  the  eironeous  ideas  entertained  respecting  this  business, 
which  is  indefensible  in  every  way.  The  intendant,  it  seems,  had  no  right  to  allow  Chinese 
traders  to  protect  their  junks  with  the  American  or  ao^ other  foreign  flag;  and  the  United 
States  statutes,  especially  the  law  of  December  31,  1792,  still  in  force,  would  have  shown 
Dr.  19alter  that  he  was  required  to  ascertain  the  character  of  a  vessel  before  permitting  her  to 
carry  the  American  flag.  It  matters  not  how  many  other  nations  permit  it,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  do  not  permit  a  consul  to  furnish  this  flag  to  foieiffn-owned  and  foreign- 
manned  craft  of  any  nation,  nor  knowingly  to  clear  such  a  vessel  at  the  custom-house. 

I  am  not  called  upon  to  defend  the  arbitrary  acto  of  the  intendant ;  nor  do  I  fear  that,  if 
such  acts  as  the  one  now  under  discussion  are  permitted,  the  judicial  power  of  the  consuls 
over  their  countrymen  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  native  authorities,  as  you  suggest :  for 
if  the  business  itself  is  not  lawful,  either  by  Chinese  or  American  law,  no  tacit  or  open  per- 
mission can  make  it  right.  Though  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  American  flag  on  toe  junk 
gave  her  no  protection  against  eitl^  fine  or  confiscation  firom  the  local  authorities,  I  now 
rather  wish  to  show  that  when  our  citizens  violate  the  laws  of  their  own  country  they  cannot 
expect  protection  or  redress,  whatever  time  or  custom  ma^  have  done  to  render  the  praetioa 
common.  Neither  can  the  American  consular  or  other  officers  exert  their  influence  to  recover 
a  fine  for  a  native  levied  by  his  own  oflicials  for  this  offence. 

Ifr.  White  should  have  been  fined  for  furnishing  die  American  flag;  for  it  did  not  mi^e 
his  act  right  because  the  intendant  winked  at  it,  but  it  placed  the  consul  in  a  wrong  posi- 
tion, and  of  course  weakened  his  influence.  If  he  had  really  owned  the  junk,  he  could 
carry  the  flag  according  to  the  terms  of  the  sea-letter,  and  load  her  with  any  freight ;  but 
that  is  another  question.  The  evils  Annected  with  the  illegal  use  of  our  own  flag  in  Chinese 
inland  waters  are  greater,  both  to  our  citizens  and  Uie  pauves,  than  the  advantages,  aside 
from  the  question  of  legality ;  and  now  that  the  Yang^i  is  becoming  more  peaceful,  even  the 
necessity  that  has  led  natives  to  seek  the  protection  of  a  foreign  flag  against  the  exactions  of 
their  own  rulers  or  the  depredations  of  pirates  will,  I  hope,  still  more  diminish. 

I  wish  you  to  furnish  me  with  whatever  data  you  can  obtain  respecting  the  extent  of  this 
business  on  the  Yaofftsi  river ;  and  to  inform  Mr.  White  that  no  further  steps  will  be  taken 
to  get  the  fine  refunded,  which,  I  infer  from  the  evidence,  he  never  paid. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMa 

H.  G.  Bridges,  Esq., 

Aaing  United  SUUei  Viee-ConguL 


H. 
Prinu  Kumg  to  Mr,  WiUiamg, 

[Translation.] 

April  20,  1866,  (Tdngchi,  5^  ffear,  3d  moon,  eth  da§.) 
Prince  EUMO,  cUef  secretaijr  of  state  for  foreign  affkirs,  herewith  makes  a  communication 
respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  White,  of  the  Pau-ki  nong,  who  complained  agunst  the  intend- 
ant at  Huikan  for  unjustly  detaining  his  native  boat : 

When  your  excellency  came  to  the  Fordgn  Oflice  to  discuss  this  case  and  miuntain  the 
principle  that  whenever  a  foreigner  was  involved  in  a  matter,  as  in  the  present  instance,  the 
mtenoant  was  bound  to  confer  with  the  consul,  and  could  not  of  liAs  own  accord  decide  the 
case  and  levy  a  fine  as  he  pleased,  yon  remarked  that  H  the  fine  was  levied  because  Mr. 
White  had  smuggled  some  straw  rope,  and  of  this  article  only  a  very  little,  which  ostensibl/ 
belonged  to  him,  it  was  entirely  unjust  to  levy  a  fine  of  400  taels.  Furthermore,  as  you  had 
kamed  that  this  numey  was  p«d  by  White,  and  not  by  Chihese  traders,  it  was  desirable,  for 
the  sake  of  justice,  that  orders  be  sent  again  to  Hankau  to  examine  and  decide  it  acoordinir 
to  law. 

Such  directions  were  accordingly  sent  to  Li,  the  superintendent  of  trade,  and  to  Knaa- 
whan,  governor  general  at  Wu-chanff,  to  investigato  this  matter  in  detail,  and  report ;  and 
on  the  i2th  instant  I  reoMved  the  following  reply  from  the  former :  ^ 
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**  I  have  alreadj  examined  into  this  case  moet  thoronjrlilj.  The  man  who  bought  the 
foreign  flag  was  a  Chinese  merchant,  and  he  who  paid  Uie  fine  was  a  Chinese ;  it  was  a 
Chinese  omcial,  too,  who  judged  this  offence  against  our  laws,  one  with  which  the  foreign 
merchant  had  no  concern.  The  straw  rope  smuggled  on  board  was  also  the  property  of  a 
native.  In  short,  the  whole  affair  affected  our  people  alone ;  and  the  shopkeepers  Kan- 
Wan-^hun,  and  others,  willingly  paid  all  the  fines,  and  thus  settled  the  case.*^ 

From  the  above  report  it  plainly  appears  that  the  incident  of  smuggling  some  straw  rope, 
which  belonged  to  a  native  trader,  was  not  the  reason  for  inflicting  a  fine ;  Uiat  was  done 
because  native  merchants  had  violated  a  law  of  the  land  in  buying  a  foreign  flag,  and  these 
native  merchants,  Eau  Wan-Shun,  Yn  'Pu-ting,  and  others,  themselves  paid  the  money. 
The  transaction  is  one  that  the  foreigner  had  no  interest  in ;  and  as.  the  intendant  at  Hau- 
kau  has  alfeadysettled  it  judicially  I  content  myself  with  ordering  him  to  leave  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  White,  who  sold  the  flag,  and  the  United  States  consul,  who  allowed  him  to 
do  it,  to  such  actioi^  as  your  excellency  may  deem  proper,  and  have  no  more  discussion  with 
them. 

His  ExceUency  8.  Wells  Wiluams, 

Untied  StaUs  Charg6  d'Afweg. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  AprU  25. 1866. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  highness's  despatch  [of  January  4]  relating 
to  the  petition  of  Mr.  White  against  the  proceedings  of  the  intendant  at  Haukau  in  detain- 
ing his  native  boat ;  and  that  [of  April  20  j  stating  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  boat  having 
bought  a  foreign  flag.  I  made  inquiry  ot  the  United  States  consul  at  Hankau  respecting 
the  circumstances,  and  have  recently  received  the  following  report : 

'*It  is  totally  ui\just  to  charge  a  native  merchant  with  violating  the  law  when  he  puts 
foods  cm  board  a^essel  flying  a  foreign  flag;  for,  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  native 
boats,  bearing  the  American,  EngUsh,  and  French  flags,  have  been  conveying  large  quan- 
tities of  goods  out  of  the  river.  The  rebels  at  Nanking;  and  the  pirates  on  the  Yangtsi  were 
afraid  to  meddle  with  such  boats,  and  as  the  practice  was  not  at  all  to  defraud  the  revenue 
in  any  way,  it  was  not  forbidden.  When  the  intendant  detained  White's  boat  and  fined  it, 
he  never  said  it  was  done  because  she  carried  a  foreign  fiag ;  and  he  allowed  White  after- 
wards to  clear  ten  more  beats  under  the  same  flag.  Many  hundreds  of  native  vessels  have 
cleared  hence  carrying  foreign  flags  during  these  years,  and  none  of  them  were  fined  or 
prohibited.  Why,  then,  should  this  single  one  be  mulcted  so  large  a  sum  as  400  taelsf 
Some  months  after  it  was  done,  an  order  was  issued  prohibiting  the  salo  of  foreign  flags  to 
native  boats,  since  which  date  none  have  been  furnished  by  White  to  any  nativ%.'' 

It  is  apparent  from  the  above  statement  that  the  reports  made  of  this  case  do  not  altogether 
agree.  When  the  boat  had  bought  a  foreign  flag,  as  the  intendant  affirms,  why  did  he  not 
refuse  her  clearance ;  and  if  he  fined  her  for  smuggling,  why  did  he  not  first  communicate 
with  the  consul,  and  not  himself  violate  the  rules  whidi  were  establidied  August  12,  1664, 
respecting  the  mode  of  procedure  in  cases  of  confiscation  f 

Furthermore,  to  inflict  a  fine  of  400  taels  upon  a  boat  for  smuggling  some  straw  rope,  and 
then  turn  around  and  allege  that  it  was  done  for  something  else,  is  unjust.  If  the  boat  and 
cargo  and  owners  were  all  Chinese,  why  not  say  so,  and  not  implicate  an  American  merchant 
in  nie  matter  Y 

The  14th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  your  hiffhness  quotes,  as  allowing  Chinese  officials  to 
confiscate  vessels  detected  in  smuggling  and  defrauding  the  revenue,  refers  onlv  to  vessels 
going  into  ports  that  are  not  open  to  trade,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  vessels  tnat  may  be 
deteSed  in  smuggling  at  legal  ports;  nor  can  it  be  adducea  in  the  present  instance  as 
upholding  the  proceedmgs  of  the  intendant  in  fining  the  boat  so  moch  for  so  slight  ao  act. 

I  have  an  earnest  desire  to  settle  this  afiisdr  equitably,  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  wishes  to  respect  the  laws  of  China;  but  it  is  altogether  wrong  to  allege  that  a  law 
was  violated  in  this  case  bv  selling  a  flag  to  the  boat,  ana  then  to  charge  the  united  States 
consul  with  having  falsified  his  statement  of  the  cironmstaBoee.  Such  things  will  soon  de- 
stroy all  cordial  feeUag  between  our  countries. 

It  is  impossible  to  regard  this  case  as  settled,  and  unaeoessaiy  to  discuss  it  again,  because 
the  officers  at  Hankau  assert  it ;  and  I  have  therefore  again  to  request  vour  highness  to 
require  the  intendsnt  at  Hankau  to  pay  back  the  400  taels  to  the  consul  and  arrange  the  set- 
tlement of  the  case  with  him.    This  wHl  aeoord  with  the  requirements  of  honor  and  eqoify. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highness's  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Princs  Kuno,  frc,  Sfc.^  9ft, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  WiUiama, 

No.  33.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  12th  of  April  last,  No.  30,  in  regard  to  the  dese- 
cration of  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  has  been  received. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  is  the  custom  of  guarding  foreign  ceme- 
teries in  China ;  whether  the  government  charges  itself  with  the  duty,  or  is  it 
assumed  by  foreign  residents,  or  their  consuls.    You  may  make  inquiries,  and 
send  me  a  careful  report  upon  the  whole  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  Wblls  Williams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  1^. 


Mr.  Willianu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nob.  29, 
30,  and  31 ;  and  in  reference  to  the  last,  which  alludes  to  a  joint  proposition  of 
the  foreign  ministers  in  Peking  for  some  kind  of  simultaneous  action  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  common  municipality  at  Shanghai,  I  have  now  to  send  you  several 
important  papers,  showing  what  the  French  government  has  done  by  itself,  after 
the  reception  of  the  proposal,  in  respect  to  the  government  of  the  quarter  com- 
monly known  as  the  French  concession. 

The  first  document  (enclosure  A)  is  a  set  of  reglements  d^ organization,  issued 
by  the  French  consul-general,  to  go  into  effect  on  September  1st  proximo ;  the 
second  (enclosure  B)  is  a  joint  letter  from  the  American  and  British  consuls  at 
Shanghai,  requesting  him  to  delay  their  publication ;  to  which  Viscount  de  Mont- 
morand  replies,  (enclosure  G,)  giving  the  reasons  why  he  cannot  do  so.  To  this 
Mr.  Seward  replies,  (enclosure  D,)  reserving  the  obedience  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  to  regulations  in  whose  formation  they  had  had  no  voice. 

The  moderate  and  judicious  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  to  me,  (enclosure  E,)  when 
forwarding  the  above  correspondence,  and  my  reply,  (enclosure  F,)  when  send- 
ing a  form  of  protest,  (enclosure  O,)  complete  the  series  of  documents,  except  a 
short  note  to  him  (enclosure  H)*giviDg  the  reasons  for  suspending  the  publica- 
tion of  the  protest  at  present. 

The  perusal  of  these  enclosures  will  furnish  you  with  all  the  serious  objectioi^R 
which  have  been  urged  against  the-rdglements,  and  I  will  only  add  some  explan- 
atory remarks  upon  them.  It  should  be  stated  that  M.  de  Bellonet,  the  French 
chargd  d'affaires,  recommended  a  fusion  of  the  entire  foreign  settlement  under 
one  municipality;  but  his  plan  was  overruled,  and  these  rdglements,  I  am 
informed,  were  principally  devised  by  a  committee  in  Paris,  consisting  of  Baron 
Gros,  Mr.  Berthemy,  and  Admirals  Juares  and  Grravien,  all  of  whom  have  been 
in  China.  The  characferistic  feature  of  French  rule,  great  centralization,  is 
apparent  in  every  article,  and,  indeed,  one  is  a  little  puzzled,  after  reading  them 
over,  to  know  what  the  consul  cannot,  and  what  the  council  can  do,  for  the  for- 
mer is  everything,  and  without  him  the  latter  is  nothing.  He  convokes  it  when 
he  likes,  suspends  or  dissolves  it  if  he  pleases,  and  then  nominates  a  provisional 
council  for  three  or  six  months,  which  se^ms  likely  to  be  seldom  needed,  how- 
ever, for  he  can  veto  or  suspend  every  act  it  passes,  until  he  reports  to  the 
French  minister  at  Peking ;  and,  finally,  the  police  is  placed  under  his  sole 
control. 
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The  contrast  exhibited  between  the  spirit  of  these  regnlations,  and  those  in 
force  across  the  creek  that  separates  the  two  settlements,  remarkably  illustrates 
the  different  political  education  of  continental  Europe  and  America ;  but  perhaps 
the  autocratic  principle  may  be  found  to  work  in  practice  as  well  an  the  demo- 
cratic, in  preservingthe  peace,  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  a  very  miscella- 
neous population.  The  franchise  is  widest  in  the  French  settlement;  but  in  fact, 
one  based  on  a  payment  of  $30  in  taxes  or  on  an  annual  income  of  $1,000,  as  in 
the  other,  would  have  disflranchised  so  many  residents  that  the  voters  would 
ha^e  felt  that  they  did  not  represent  the  community. 

The  limits  of  the  Quarter  included  under  the  r^glements  are  not  defined;  they 
are,  however,  much  larger  than  when  the  land  regulations  were  issued  in  1854, 
and  have  bein  extended  so  as  to  include  the  houses  and  lots  of  several  American 
citizens,  who  originajly  had  no  idea  of  coming  under  French  cognizance.  These 
were  all  requested  to  register  themselves  as  members  of  the  quarter,  and  take 
out  new  bills  of  sale  of  their  land,  sealed  with  the  French  consular  seal.  Some 
of  them  have  done  so,  others  have  declined.  In  one  case  of  the  latter,  the  old 
municipal  councO,  without  consulting  the  occupants,  erected  a  police  station  on 
the  river  bank  in  front  of  the  lot,  which  completely  destroyed  the  frontage;  their 
repeated  protests  against  this  act  brought  them  no  redress,  and  the  authorities 
there  have  hitherto  persistently  refused  to  compensate  the  missionaries  who 
owned  the  lot  for  this  injury.  The  ninth  clause  of  Article  IX  of  the  r^glements 
provi&es  for  such  a  case,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  long-pending  case  can 
be  equitably  settled. 

It  is  premature  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  their  working  among  such  a  heter- 
ogeneous community  as  are  nominallv  living  under  the  control  of  the  French 
consul-general  at  Shanghai,  for  the  whole  depends  upon  the  personal  character 
of  this  functionary.  I  suppose  that  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  are  Ohinese, 
and  only  one-fourth  of  the  rest  are  Frenchmen,  the  remainder  consisting  chiefly 
of  Europeans  and  Asiatics ;  but  I  cannot  state  the  total  population.  The  Chinese, 
who  furnish  most  ef  the  taxes  and  industry,  are  only  allowed  a  consulting  voice 
if  the  council  please. 

By  Article  XII  the  council  can  pursue  at  law  all  who  refuse  to  pay  their 
assessment ;  and  Article  XIY  enables  them  to  cite  the  reciisants  before  the 
consular  tribunal ;  if  the  party  be  a  foreigner,  he  is  then  to  be  sent  to  his  own 
consul.  Supposing  that  consul  decides  for  the  defendants,  the  other  party  may 
resort  to  a  writ  of  ejectment,  which  may  produce  an  appeal  to  force  if  there  is  a 
man-of-war  in  the  harbor  of  either  of  the  parties.  No  such  collision  has  pre- 
viously occurred,  for  there  has  heretofore  been  a  kind  of  popular  municipality  in 
that  quarter ;  but  last  year  the  consul-generaf  dismissed,  it  as  refractory,  and 
has  since  managed  affairs  nearly  alone. 

The  French  government  disclaims  all  intention  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of 
other  nationalities,  but  one  must  be  permitted*  to  doubt  whether  such  a  system  of 
government  as  is  here  drawn  up  will  work  haimoniously  in  the  midst  of  those 
nationalities,  and  alongside  of  a  free  and  effective  municipal  consular  jurisdiction. 
The  problem  will  be  an  interesting  one,  if  it  does  not  become  hazardous  or  dan- 
gerous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

Charge  d* Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Washington^  D.  C 
« 

P.  S. — It  should  be  stated  that,  although  the  Russian  and  Prussian  ministers 
agreed  to  the  principles  stated  in  the  protest,  they  wished  to  obtain  some  legal 
opinions  upon  the  questions  involved  before  issuing  it. 
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A. 

Mr,  Williams  to  Mr.  0.  F,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Rsgulatunu  for  the  municipal  orgamzatum  of  the  French  concession  at  Shanghai. 

We,  the  consul  general  of  France  at  Shanghai,  in  virtue  of  instructions  received  from  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  foreifrn  affairs  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  publish 
the  following  dispositions  to  be  in  force  from  the  first  of  September  next,  unless  some  drcum- 
stance,  measure,  or  order  between  now  and  then  oblige  toe  consul  general  to  execute  l^em 
sooner : 

Article.  1.  The  municipal  body  of  the  French  concession  at  Shanghai  is  composed  of  the 
consul  general  of  France,  and  of  eight  municipal  counsellors,  four  of  which  are  French  and 
four  foreign,  all  to  be  chosen  hv  election.  The  municipal  counsellors  are  6hosen  for  two 
years ;  they  are  renewed  by  half  every  year.  During  the  session  after  the  first  election  the 
order  of  renewal  sheJl  be  determined  by  lot.  The  places  of  counsellors  who  die  or  resign  are 
filled  at  the  same  time  as  those  whose  time  has.  expired. 

Art.  2.  All  Frenchmen  and  foreigners  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  are  electors  under  the 
following  conditions : 

1.  Those  owning  real  property  with  a  good  title  within  the  limits  of  the  concession. 

2.  Those  renting  land  in  the  concession,  and  paying  an  annual  rent  of  one  thousand  francs 
at  least 

3.  Those  living  in  the  concession  over  three  months,  with  an  annual  revenue  of  four  thou- 
sand francs. 

Art.  3.  The  consul  general  makes  out  the  electoral  list,  revises  it  annually,  and  convokes 
the  assembly  of  el^tors.    The  electoral  operations  are  verified  by  the  municipal  coui^. 
Art.  4.  Every  voter  of  twenty. five  is  eligible — 

1.  If  he  owns  land  in  the  concession  that  pays  two  hundred  and  forty  francs  yearly  tax. 

2.  If  he  pays  a  yearly  rent  of  four  thousand  francs  at  least  in  the  concession. 

3.  If  he  fives  in  the  concession,  and  can  prove  a  yearly  revenue  of  ten  thousand  firancs. 
Municipal  officers  whose  time  ^xpires  can  be  re-elected. 

Art.  5.  The  ballot  is  secret.  The  vote  is  by  list.  Each  list  must  comprise  an  equal  num- 
ber of  French  and  foreign  residents.  The  French  residents  who  have  a  majority  of  votes 
make  a  part  of  the  municipal  council.  Candidates  of  other  countries  who  g^t  the  CTeate^t 
number  of  votes  shall  also  be  members  of  the  council.  One  or  more  Chinese  iiotaoles.  or 
chiefs  of  corporations,  designated  by  the  consul  general  and  the  Taotad,  may  be  admitted  in 
consultation  if  the  council  consents  to  it. 

Art.  6.  The  council  will  not  assemble  until  called  together  by  the  consul  geiydral.  It  may 
be  convened  whenever  half  the  members  petition  it  in  writing.  The  consul  general  may 
convene  it  whenever  he  thinks  it  necessary. 

Art.  7.  The  consul  general  has  a  right  to  preside  over  the  council.  The  other  officers 
shall  consist  of  a  vice-president  and  a  treasurer,  chosen  by  the  council  every  ^ear  from  its 
members.    Deliberations  are  decided  by  a  majority.    In  case  of  a  tie  the  president  decides. 

Art.  8.  The  consul  general  has  the  ri^ht  to  suspend  or  dissolve  the  municipal  council, 
but  must  give  his  reasons  for  it  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  to  the 
representative  of  the  Emperor  at  Peking.  The  suspension  must  not  exceed  three  months.  In 
case  of  dissolution  the  electoral  assembly  must  be  convoked  in  six  months  firom  the  time  of 
the  dissolution.  In  the  mean  time  a*  provisional  commission,  formed  by  the  consul  general, 
takes  the  place  of  the  municipal  council. 

Art.  9.  The  municipal  council  shall  discuss  the  following  subjects : 

1.  The  municipal  bud^t  of  receipts  and  expenses. 

2.  The  tariff  for  collecting  the  municipal  revenues. 

3.  The  regulation  of  dues  among  the  tax-payers. 

4.  Petitions  for  exemption  or  reduction  of  tax. 

5.  The  mode  of  collecting  the  tax. 

6.  The  purchases,  sales,  exchange,  and  location  of  municipal  property. 

7.  Opening  streets' and  public  squares,  building  wharves,  piers,  bridges,  canals,  straight- 
ening of  streets,  location  of  halls,  markets,  slaughter-houses,  and  burial-places. 

8.  Labors  to  promote  health,  and  work  on  roiMs. 

9.  Seizure  for  public  use.  A  committee  composed  of  the  consul  of  the  person  whose 
property  is  seized  and  the  consul  general  of  France  shall  fix  the  indemnity  due  to  the  persona 
whose  property  has  been  ti^en.  Li  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  consuls,  one  of  their 
colleagues  shall  decide.  The  proceedings  to  be  confirmed  by  the  consuls  at  Shanghai  decid- 
ing between  the  municipal  council  and  the  landed  proprietor  or  tax-payer  in  the  French 
concession. 

10.  Regulations  concerning  roads  and  the  public  health. 

11.  And  upon  all  other  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  council  is  called  by  the 
consul  general. 

Art.  10.  The  deliberations  of  the  municipal  council  are  not  in  force  until  signed  by  the 
consul  generaL    The  consul  general  must  execute  every  deliberation  of  sul^ecta  in  para- 
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gnpbB  one  to  six  of  the  preceding  article  within  eight  days.  The  consul  general  may  refhse 
to  execute  a  deliberation  of  the  municipal  council  on  the  subjects  enumerated  in  paragraphs 
eight  to  eleven  of  the  precedins^  article,  provided  it  be  confirmed  bv  the  minister  oi  France  in 
Peking,  who  must  be  consulted  without  delay.  The  execution  of  tne  deliberation  is  suspended 
until  an  answer  is  received  from  the  lection. 

Art.  11.  The  sessions  of  the  municipal  council  mav  be  public,  and  the  debates  in  secret 
session  may  be  published  according  to  special  decisionl  of  the  council,  approved  by  the  consul 
general.  Sessions  in  which  the  council  fixes  the  annual  budget  of  receipts  and  expenses  must 
always  be  public,  unless  a  majoritv  of  the  council  oppose  it. 

Art.  12.  The  municipal  council  has  charge  of  highways,  water  distribution,  lighting  the 
streets,  municipal  property,  execution  of  works  of  public  utility,  fixing  the  tax  lists,  and 
collection  of  toe  municipal  revenues.  It  will  also  prosecute  delinquent  tax-payers.  The 
council  elects  its  secretary.  It  also  appoints  all  employes  in  the  municipal  service,  and  sus- 
pends or  revokes  their  commissions. 

Art.  13.  The  consul  general  is  charged  with  the  preservation  of  order  and  public  safety  in 
the  limits  of  the  concession.  It  has  charge  of  the  police  force,  the  expenses  of  which  are 
paid  by  the  municipality.     It  appoints  their  agents,  suspends  or  revokes  their  commissions. 

Art.  14.  Violations  of  road  regulations  are  tried  by  a  delegate  of  the  municipal  council, 
with  appeal  to  the  consul  general.  Violations  of  police  regulations  are  judged  by  the  consul 
general  or  one  of  his  officers..  In  case  of  prosecution  for  non-payment  of  taxes  the  municipal 
receiver  summons  the  delinc^uent  before  the  consular  court. 

Art.  15.  If  the  person  tned  for  one  of  the  three  causes  mentioned  is  not  a  Frenchman,  and 
objects  to  the  Competency  of  the  judges,  he  must«be  sent  before  the  judges  of  his  nation. 

Art.  16.  No  foreigner  can  be  arrested  within  the  limits  of  the  concession  by  order  of  a 
judge  or  foreign  court  without  permission  from  the  consul  general  of  France  or  one  of  his 
agents. 

Art^  17.  The  consul  general,  when  he  thinks  proper,  and  after  consiflting  the  municipal 

council,  may  call  an  extra  assembly  of  the  electors,  and  even  all  the  French  and  foreigners, 

who  have  no  vote  in  the  concession,  to  get  their  opinion  on  questions  of  general  interest 

to  be  submitted  to  them. 

•Art.  18.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  consul  general,  or  a  vacancy  in  his  office,  all  the 

Sowers  and  prerogatives  conferred  upon  the  consul  general  by  the  present  regulations  shall 
evolve  upon  the  agent  of  the  consulate. 

Note. — After  consulting  the  municipal  committee  and  the  principal  members  of  the  com- 
munity, the  consul  general  reserves  the  right  to  make  any  changes  in  these  regulations  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  the  interest  of  the  community  and  compatible  with  his  responsibility 
to  his  government.  By  the  25th  of  this  month  the  electoral  lists  shall  be  made  out  and  de- 
positea  in  the  mavor's  office,  where  they  shall  be  verified  by  the  municipal  committee.  They 
shall  then  be  maae  public  and  the  electors  shall  have  until  the  10th  of  August,  1866,  to  make 
their  remonstrances  or  present  their  titles,  by  virtue  of  which  they  may  vote  or  be  candidates. 
These  titles  and  reclamations  shall  be  examined  by  the  municipal  committee,  to  which  the 
claimants  shall  make  application.  The  time  for  holding  the  elections,  and  the  details  con- 
cerning the  mode  of  voting,  and  the  nomination  of  municipal  counsellors,  shall  be  made 
known  hereafter. 


B. 

ilfr.  Winchester  et  aL  to  Vic.  De  Montmorand. 

[Translation.] 

Shanghai,  JuZy  9,  18G6. 

Dear  Sir  and  Colleague  :  We  have  had  before  us,  and  considered  in  a  general  man- 
ner, the  regulations  which  you  have  received  from  the  government  at  Paris,  with  iostructions 
to  publish  them. 

We  foresee  many  difficulties  in  making  these  regulations  applicable  to  persons  not  French 
subjects  who  may  be  resident  within  the  limits  to  which  they  refer.  So  lar  as  i-egards  Eng- 
lishmen and  Americans,  any  rules,  to  be  obligatory,  must  be  made  or  enacted  by  their  own 
authorities,  as  is  provided  by  the  two  governments  Until  they  have  been  ratified  in  the 
proper  quarters  we  can  take,  therefore,  no  steps  to  aid  in  enforcing  them. 

We  particularly  note  that  the  14th  article  is  open  to  grave  objections,  since  it  materially 
restricts  the  exercise  of  the  absolute  exterritorial  jurisdiction  which  has  been  conceded  to 
our  respective  governments  by  that  of  China. 

We  oelieve,  moreover,  that  the  tenor  of  the  regulations  will  not  fail  to  give  rise  to  the 
impression  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  government  of  France  to  assume  territorial  domin- 
ion in  China,  an  intimation  which  we  do  not  in  the  least  attribute  to  it,  because  it  is  directly 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  co-operation  which  has  heretofore  received  the  sanction  of  the 
several  governments. 

Considering  that  it  cannot  be  the  desire  of  the  government  of  France  to  abridge  the 
privileges  of  the  people  of  other  nations  living  here,  or  to  give  rightful  ground  to  any  to 
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belkre  that  it  i8  its  intention  to  assert  nnnsnal  powers  here,  and  oonsiderinf  that  a  (reaeral 
desire  has  been  expressed  in  high  quarters  for  a  reference  to  the  several  governments  oon* 
cemed,  with  a  view  to  the  delineation  of  a  general  basis  for  the  management  of  municipal 
matters  in  Shanghai,  we  snggest  that  the  publication  of  the  regulations  be  delayed  until 
information  can  be  had  from  Peking  as  to  whether  the  reference  referred  to  has  been  made. 

We  make  this  suggestion  with  the  more  confidence  on  account  of  the  difficulty  which 
must  exist  at  a  distance  in  arriving  at*a  clear  perception  of  the  extent  to  which  such  regula- 
tions  affect  other  jurisdictions  concerned. 

We  return  ohr  thanks  for  jour  oourtesj  in  handing  us  the  regulations  before  publication, 
thus  giving  us  the  opportunity  of  communicating  to  yon  the  impressions  which  the  perusal 
has  suggested. 

We  nave  the  honor  to  be  jour  obedient  servants, 

.  C.  A.  WINCHESTER, 
GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 


Vie,  Dc  Montmorand  to  Mr.  ffinehester  et  al. 

[Translation.] 

^  Shanghai,  Wy  10, 1866. 

My  Respected  Colleagues:  Tour  joint  letter  enclosing  the  English  translation  of  the 
new  regulations  of  the  municipal  organization  in  the  French  concession  reached  me  jester* 
daj  evening. 

Allow  me  to  make  a  few  hastj  remarks  on  its  contents. 

In  the  first  place,  I  cannot  expect  mj  honorable  colleague  from  America  to  aid  me  in 
enforcing  these  regulations  against  his  countrjmen,  when  he  could  not  do  it  with  the  land 
regulations  in  force  in  the  English  concession;  for,  if  mj  memorj  is  not  in  default,  I  think 
I  have  heard  him  saj  several  times  he  was  not  authorise«[  to  do  it  in  anj  municipal  regula- 
tions. 

I  hope,  however,  that  steps  will  be  taken  in  Peking,  or  elsewhere,  that  will  permit  jon 
both,  as  well  as  mvself,  to  enforce  anj  municipal  regulations  that  are,  or  maj  be,  estab- 
lished in  Shanghai  for  the  benefit  of  our  respective  countrjmen  inhabiting  that  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  jou  point  out  Article  XIV  as  objectionable  because  jou  think  it 
restricts  jour  right  of  ex-territorial  jurisdiction  in  China.  But,  gentlemen,  I  reallj  think  if 
jou  had  examined  Article  XIV  or  Article  XV  jou  would  have  seen  ^e  respect  the  French 
government  has  shown  to  the  jurisdiction  of  other  nations  and  their  consuls  at  Shanghai. 

Yet  I  am  happj  to  see  that,  though  jou  fear  these  regulations  maj  pve  cause  to  believe 
the  French  government  intends  to  extend  its  territorial  dominion  in  China,  jou  entertain  no 
such  idea.  You  are  right  in  this  case,  I  am  sure.  In  fact,  the  onlj  intention  of  the  French 
government  is  to  preserve  the  rights  the  Chinese  government  has  gfk-anted  it  in  virtue  of 
Article  XXII  of  the  treat j  signed  in  1844  between  Mr.  Lagren6e  and  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment. 

I  can,  then,  give  jou  the  firm  assurance  that  the  French  government  has  not  the  least 
intention  or  desire  to  diminish  the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shanghai,  to  whatever 
nation  thej  maj  belong,  or  to  claim  extraordinarj  powers  in  China. 

I  regret,  liowever,  in  conclusion,  that  I  cannot  accede  to  your  wishes  in  dolajing  the  pub- 
lication of  the  regulations  in  question  till  jou  hear  from  Peking  on  the  subject.  Mj  orders 
are  positive,  and  I  cannot  disobej  them.  But,  from  courtesj,  and  to  show  jou  mj  wbh  to 
harmonize  with  jou,  I  take  the  responsibilitj  to  delaj  the  execution  of  the  legulations  till 
the  first  cf  September,  instead  of  carrjiug  them  into  effect  immediatelj,  as  I  was  instructed. 
I  shall  not  be  obliged  to  enforce  them  sooner  unless  the  provisional  committee  resigns,  or  the 
landed  proprietors  undertake  the  management  of  affairs  in  the  concession  before  tluit  time. 

Please  accept  the  assurance  of  mj  most  distinguished  consideration. 

VICOMTE  BRENIER  DE  MONTifORAND. 


D. 
Afr.  O,  F,  Seward  to  Vie,  De  Montmorand, 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Shanghai,  July  11,  1866. 
Dear  6m  and  Colleague:  I  have  to  own  the  receipt  of  your  letter  jesterdaj,  addressed 
to  Dr.  Winchester  and  mjself,  in  reply  to  our  joint  note  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  have  the  concurrence  of  Dt.  Wincnester  in  sajing  that  bj  a  slip  of  the  pen  the  article 
to  which  special  objection  was  taken  was  erroneouslj  indicated  as  the  14th,  when  the  16Ui 
was  meant.  Digitized  by  GrOO- 
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Each  of  QB  will  at  once  commtmicate  this  correspondence  to  our  respectiye  superiors  at 
Peking. 

For  mjself,  I  desire  to  remark  that  jour  understanding  of  mj  position  touching  these 
new  regulations,  as  well  as  the  old  ones,  is  correct. 

Neither  of  these  has  been  enacted  in  such  manner  as  to  make  it,  in  mj  opinion,  of  bi^- 
inff  fbrctas  respects  citizens  of  the  United  States.  *^ 

The  authorities  of  the  United  States  in  China,  as  w^U  as  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  at  Shanghai,  were,  however,  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  the  old  regulations, 
and  the  result  is  that  thej  have  receiyed  such  cordial  support  that  the  absenbe  of  power  to 
enforce  them  at  law  has  not  occasioned  inconvenienoe. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  like  support  will  be  given  to  regulations  in  the  preparation  of 
which  neither  the  one'  nor  the  other  have  been  consulted,  and  which  will  be  reg^uded  as 
trenching  upon  rights  of  the  first  importance. 

I  have  communicated  a  copj  of  this  note  to  our  colleague.  Dr.  Winchester. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  jour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  SEWABD. 

Yicomte  Brenier  de  Montmorand, 

Comic/  General  far  France^  Shanghai, 


Mr.  a.  F.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wifliams. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Shanghai,  July  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  treaties  of  foreign  governments  with  China^  and  notablj  the  treaties  of  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  France,  provide  for  the  complete  removal  of  the  citizens 
of  these  several  countries  from  amenability  to  tl^e  government  of  China,  and  authorize  each 
government  to  extend  an  intercurrent  jurisdiction  over  its  respective  nationalities.  There  is 
no  treaty  between  the  several  foreign  governments,  or  any  of  them,  which  grants  to  either  or 
any  of  them  iurisdiction  of  any  kind  over  the  citizens  of  another  or  other  powers;  nor  'is 
there  any  authority  in  the  Chinese  government  to  grant  such  jurisdiction,  since  it  has  already 
renounced  in  favor  of  the  several  nationalities,  individually,  all  its  natural  powers  over  their 
respective  citizens. 

it  is  manifest,  then,  that  to  form  at  any  port  a  municipal  establishment  which  shall  be 
enabled  to  levv  taxes  and  collect  them  at  law,  qualifications  of  fundamental  importance,  it 
is  iiidisnensable  that  the  authorities  of  the  several  nationalities  shall  concur  in  creating  regu- 
lations having  such  intent  and  effect.  « 

The  principle  thus  set  forth  has  received  general  support  So  long  ago  as  1854  a  code  of 
land,  regulations  was  framed  by  the  consuls  of  England,  France,  and  the  United  States, 
then  representing  almost  the  whole  of  the  foreign  interests  involved.  They  were  approved 
by  the  ministers  of  those  powers,  and  by  the  Chinese  government  through  its  local  repre- 
sentative. They  have  received  from  time  to  time  the  sanction  of  other  powers,  and  nothing 
should  have  remained  but  to  improve  and  enlarge  them  as  circumstances  might  demand. 

The  successive  French  consuls  have,  however,  for  a  long  time  assumed  peculiar  powers 
over  a  portion  of  the  general  settlement  which  has  become  known  as  the  French  "conces- 
sion." Without  consultation  with  other  consuls,  one  of  them  established  a  council,  and 
through  its  agency  created  a  police  force.  Upon  more  than  one  occasion  the  writs  of  con- 
sular tribunals  of  other  nations  have  been  prevented  from  running  in  that  quarter  by  the 
action  of  that  police  force,  and  the  sanction  of  the  consul  general  of  France  for  the  time 
being.  Englishmen  and  Americans  have  been  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  held, 
pending  the  convenience  of  the  polled  without  color  of  law. 

It  was  hoped  that  in  time  natural  operations  would  induce  our  Gallic  neighbors,  who  are 
few  in  numbers,  and  who  have  only  been  able  to  carry  on  their  peculiar  government  by 
means  of  the  jurisdiction  which  they  have  established  over  the  multitude  of  Chinese  upon 
their  so-called  concession,  to  drop  these  pretensions,  and  join  with  the  people  of  other  nations 
in  pftrfectinff  a  general  municipal  establishment. 

I  regret,  liowever,  to  inform  you  that  pretensions  which  have  heretofore  been  avowed 
only  on  the  part  of  the  local  representatives  of  the  French  government,  have  now  been 
affirmed  bv  that  government.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  notification  made  this  day  in  the  public 
prints,  and  I  proceed  to  point  out  hastily,  as  my  time  is  short,  the  objections  to  them  which 
occur  to  me.  • 

1.  They  provide,  without  reference  to  the  Chinese  government,  or  to  any  other  govern- 
ment, for  the  establishment  of  a  municipal  organization  on  Chinese  territory,  which  is  occu- 
pied by  Englishmen  and  Americans,  as  well  as  Frenchmen,  but  chiefl;^  by  Chinese.  Thus, 
nothing  less  than  territorial  dominion  is  assumed,  irrespective  of  the  rights  or  wishes  of  the 
vast  iii^<Hrity  of  those  affected.  ^^  ^ ^^^T^ 
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2.  The  mimicipal  organisation  thus  created,  or  to  be  created,  is  so  arranged  that  French 
influence  shall  be  ever  paramount.  Fiye  of  the  nine  councillors,  counting  the  French  oonsnl 
general  as  one,  will  always  be  Frenchmen. 

3.  The  consul  general  of  France  will  not  only  be  a  member  of  the  council,  with  a  casting 
T^e,  but  he  will  also  have  autocratic  powers.  He  will  prepare  the  lists  of  electors ;  he  only 
vml  call  meetings  of  the  council ;  he  will  be  empowered  to  suspend  and  dissolve  the^uniol ; 
he,  one  of  its  members,  will  be  one  of 'their  arbitrators  in  questions  arising  between  persona 
of  other  nationalities  and  the  council;  he  will  have  a  veto  upon  the  acts  of  the  council;  hia 
consent  must  be  procured  to  appointments  in  the  municipal  service,  and  he  may  remove 
any  or  all  incumbents ;  he  will  be  charged  with  all  things  connected  with  the  preservation 
of  order;  his  consent  and  co>operation  must  be  had  before  any  action  can  be  taken  on  the 
part  of  the  tribunals  of  other  nations  within  the  limits  of  the  so-called  concession. 

4.  Appeals  of  the  council  itself  against  the  consul  general  will  be  to  the  French  minister 
at  Peking,  but  only  in  cases  enumerated. 

I  have,  in  conclusion,  to  point  out  that  the  assumption  of  the  French  eovermnent  in  this 
matter  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  principles  which  have  always  been  upheld  by  the  govom- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  which  were  assented  to  long  since,  b^  the  the  British  government 
in  particular,  and  more  recently  by  the  ministers  of  Great  Britam,  France  and  Russia,  {wU 
Mr.  Burliugame*s  letter  to  me  of  June  15,  1864,  and  the  references  made  therein,)  and  to 
declare  my  opinion  that  in  case  the  government  of  France  is  not  led  to  disavow  the  assump- 
tion, other  powers  will  attempt  to  imitate  her  example;  and  thus  may  be  sounded  the 
prelude  to  the  great  work  of  breaking  up  and  appropriating  China. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  French  consul  gen€|al  by  her  Britannic  M^es- 
ty's  consul  and  myself  jointly ;  also  of  his  response  and  of  my  rejoinder.     One  object  was, 
by  preventing  the  publication  of  tHe  new  rules,  to  render  their  reconsideration  more  easy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD. 

5.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  L.  L.  D., 

United  States  Chargi  d' Affaires. 

'F. 
Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  July  30,  1866. 

Sia:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  No.  57  and  its  enclosures,  relating  to  the  new 
code  of  r^glements  issued  by  the  French  consul  general  for  the  government  of  the  so-called 
French  concession,  and  to  commend  their  spirit  aud  the  entire  co-operation  you  have  carried 
out  with  her  Majesty's  consul  m  the  correspondence. 

There  are  some  objectionable  points  connected  with  the  publication  and  purport  of  these 
reglements.  and  their  general  bearing  has  been  fully  discussed  with  her  Majesty's  minister, 
(to  whom  I  showed  your  despatch,)  aud  with  the  Russian  and  Prussian  ministers.  I  enclose 
a  form  of  protest,  wnich  expresses  our  views  in  relation  to  the  reglements,  and  to  which  you 
can  get  as  many  consular  signatures  as  possible.  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock  is  writing  to  Dr. 
Winchester  upon  the  subject,  and  it  is  important  that  you  and  he  continue  to  act  in  entire 
accord  in  relation  to  this  matter,  whatever  rule  of  action  the  other  consuls  may  see  tit  to 
adopt. 

I  notice  in  your  replv  of  July  11  to  Viscount  de  Montmorand  the  remark  that  in  your 
opinion  '*  neither  the  old  nor  new  regulations  have  been  enacted  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  them  of  binding  force  as  respects  citizens  of  the  United  States."  If  you  mean  by 
new  regulations  those  recently  issued  by  the  French  consul  general,  and  by  old  those  in 
operation  since  1854,  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have  placed  two  very  different  things  in  one 
category. 

IT  it  be  that  you  regard  the  latter  as  not  of  binding  force  upon  American  residents  in 
Shanghai,  because  they  were  not  issued  by  Mr.  McLane  as  a  decree,  and  approved  by  all 
the  United  States  consuls  in  China,  it  seems  to  me  that  their  local  nature,  their  character  of 
loint  issue  or  sanction  by  the  only  foreign  ministers  then  in  China,  and  their  tacit  acceptance 
by  the  government  at  Washington  for  twelve  years  past,  gives  all  the  reasons  for  the 
exceptional  form,  and  sufficient  approval  to  their  validity  and  binding  nature  that  can  be 
required. 

1  should  be  pleased,  however,  to  learn  the  grounds  of  your  opinion ;  but  meanwhile  I 
wish  you  to  assure  the  French  consul  general  that  your  private  opinion  will  not  conflict 
with  your  intention  to  carry  them  iqto  full  effect  untU  they  are  annulled  by  the  same 
authority.  I  regret  that  I  misunderstood  the  purport  of  your  question  last  year  as  to  the 
legal  nature  of  the  land  regulations  at  Shanghai,  as  my  reply  has  led  to  the  impression  that 
we  differ  on  this  point,  which  I  think  is  not  really  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLUMa 

George  F.  Seward,  Esq. ,  f^  r^  ^ r^T  /> 

United  States  Consul  General,  Digitized  by  V^OOg Ic 
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Draught  for  a  notification  on  French  rtgUmemts^  to  he  issued  hy  the  consuls  and  representatives 
of  other  Potoers  at  Shanghai^  as  a  collective  note  and  protest. 

Whereas  the  treaties  of  foreign  powers  with  China  provide  for  the  complete  removal  of 
their  respective  subjects  from  the  territorial  jurisdiction  and  all  amenability  to  the  laws  or 
government  of  China,  and  authorize  each  government  to  extend  jurisdiction  on  Chinese  soil 
over  their  respective  subjects ; 

Whereas  there  is  no  treaty  between  the  several  foreign  powers,  or  any  of  them,  which 
grimts  to  either  or  any  of  them  jurisdiction^f  any  kind  over  the  subjects  of  another  gov- 
ernment; nor  is  there  any  authority  in  the  Chinese  government  to  grant  such  jurisdiction, 
since  it  has  alreadv  renounced  in  &vor  of  the  several  nationalities  all  its  natural  powers  over 
their  respective  subjects : 

It  is  manfest  that  to  form  at  any  Chinese  port  a  municipal  body  which  shall  be  enabled  to 
levy  taxes  and  to  collect  them  at  law,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  authorities  of  the  several 
nationalities  shall  concur  in  creating  the  rules  or  regulations  having  such  intent  and  effect. 

Whereas,  moreover,  the  principles  thus  set  forth  have  heretofore  l^n  recognized  and  acted 
upon  so  long  ago  as  1854,  a  set  of  land  regulations  having  been  framed  by  the  consuls  of 
Great  Britain.  France,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  then  representing  nearly  the  whole, 
of  the  foreign  interests  involved,  which  regulations  were  approved  by  the  ministers  of  these 
powers  and  by  the  Chinese  government  through  its  local  representative,  and  these  having 
from  time  to  time  received  the  adhesion  of  other  powers,  it  n>llows  that,  until  as  formally 
and  publicly  disavowed  and  annulled  as  their  adoption  was  originally  not^|ed  to  all  whom 
it  concerned,  such  regulations  must  be  held  to  be  valid  and  binding  in  an  especial  manner 
upon  the  three  powers  above  mentioned,  whose  ministers  and  consular  representatives 
signed  and  promulgated  them  in  the  first  instance.  No  such  formal  and  pubhc  act  of  dis- 
avowal and  nullification  having  taken  place,  and  land  and  property  having  been  acquired 
to  a  large  amount  under  these  regulations,  and  on  the  faith  oi  their  application  to  the  whole 
foreign  location,  as  recited  in  the  preamble  to  the  aforesaid  regulations,  by  subjects  and 
citizens  of  various  foreign  powers,  they  must  sdll  be  recognized  and  accepted  as  the  code  of 
rules  governing  the  legal  status  and  municipal  relations  of  all  the  foreign  residents  within 
the  said  limits,  and  no  posterior  act  of  any  one  of  the  contracting  powers  alone  can  invali- 
date the  anterior  rights  of  property  and  ex-territoriality  duly  and  legally  acquired. 

In  conformity  with  these  tacts  and  general  considerations,  the  undersigned,  consuls  and 
representatives  of  their  respective  nations  at  Shanghai,  deem  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
declare,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  wnom  it  may  concern,  that  they  cannot 
recognize,  and  do  hereby  formally  denv,  the  competence  of  the  French  or  any  other  govern- 
ment, of  its  own  motion,  without  reference  to  and  the  formal  consent  of  the  other  powers 
interested,  to  promulgate  any  r^glements  or  municipal  lawg  to  be  put  in  force  on  any  part 
of  the  foreign  settlements  comprehended  iu  the  limitations  defined  in  the  rules  already  cited 
and  establisned  by  common  consent.  It  must  at  all  times  be  held  incon^peteut  to  any  foreign 
power  to  make  laws  or  roles  operative  on  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  other  state  resident 
m  the  Chinese  dominions ;  ana  no  laws,  rules,  or  regulations  so  promulgated  can  be  admitted 
as  having  any  application  or  obligatory  force  whatever  upon  the  subjects  of  another  foreign 
state. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  incompetent,  in  consequence,  for  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  their 
respective  nationalities  to  take  any  part  in  the  establishment  or  working  of  the  r^glements 
lately  issued  and  promulgated  by  the  consul  general  of  France  at  Sbanenai.  They  are  not 
in  a  position  to  receive  or  give  any  vote,  or  xSke  any  part,  either  in  the  iormation  or«vorking 
of  a  municipality  or  council  so  constituted.  They  are,  by  virtue  of  their  nationality,  outside 
the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction,  and  independent  of  its  action,  and  therefore  disquaUfied  from 
participation  in  an  v  of  its  acts. 

The  undersigned,  considering  it  desirable  in  the  general  interest,  and  the  better  to  prevent 
misapprehension,  that  a  public  notification  should  be  made  by  the  representatives  of  each 
nationality  whose  ex-temtorial  rights  are,  or  may  be,  affected  by  the  r6glements  emanating 
from  an  exclusive  French  authority,  so  serve  as  a  formal  and  public  protest  against  any 
undue  assumption  of  a  power  to  render  amenable  to  them,  either  individuals  or  nationalities, 
not  subject  to  the  French  government.  And  being  in  full  accord,  they  hanre  hereunto,  by 
common  consent,  this day  oi a£Bxed  weir  signatures  and  seals  of  office. 


H. 

jif  r.  Williams  to  Mr.  Q.  F.  Ssward. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  3,  1566. 

Sir:  Befening  to  my  last  despatch  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  its  enclosure,  relating  to  the 
joint  action  proposed  to  be  taken  by  yourself  and  the  British  consul  as  to  the  r6glements 
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lately  issued  bj  the  French  consul-general  for  the  fotore  gorermnent  of  the  so-called  French 
concession,  I  nave  now  to  request  that  joa  will  regard  the  form  of  protest  enclosed  in  that 
de^tch  as  a  non-avenue,  not  at  present  to  be  acted  on. 

This  chuige  arises  from  the  explicit  orders  which  have  jnst  been  received  from  the  British 
government  upon  this  matter,  preventing  their  consul  at  Shanghai  joining  jou  in  issuing  the 
pit>te8t,  and  as  I  think  it  not  unlikel j  that  some  communication  may  have  also  been  made  to 
the  American  minister  at  Paris  for  the  information  of  the  President  upon  the  bearing  of  these 
r^glements,  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  move  in  the  matter  until  something  definite  is  known ; 
besides,  the  protest  would  lose  much  of  its  effect  unless  the  consuls  of  the  other  two  powers, 
which  were  parties  to  the  first  set  of  land  regulations,  should  both  sign  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedien^ervant,  

•^  S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

George  F.  Seward, 

UmiUd  Statu  Consul  (hneral. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Williami, 

Wo.  34.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  August  7, 1866. 
SiK :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  12tb  of  May 
last,  No.  32,  Alating  to  the  right  of  foreigners,  by  treaty,  to  carry  their  steamers 
through  the  interior  waters  of  China.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  your 
interpretation  of  the  treaties  and  public  law  adversely  to  the  pretension  to  such 
right  is  approved.  If,  however,  it  should  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bnrlingame  be 
just  to  the  Chinese,  and  in  harmony  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  no 
objection  is  offered  to  the  proposed  plan  of  Consul  General  Seward  for  obtaining 
as  a  matter  of  privilege,  under  suitable  regulations,  authority  for  vessels  of  the 
class  mentioned  in  the  correspondence  to  resume  their  operations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  Wblls  Williams,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(')  No.  37.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

^  Peking,  August  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  reported  that  a  dreadM  execution  of  two  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  and  nine  priests,  belonging  to  the  mission  in  Corea,  together  with  a  large 
numbei^  of  native  Christians,  took  place  in  March  last,  attended  by  circum- 
stances of  great  barbarity,  and  under  the  direct  instigation  of  the  highest  au- 
thorities of  that  country.  Three  priests  escaped  arrest  by  hiding  in  the  moun- 
tains, one  of  whom,  named  Ridel,  afterwards  succeeded  in  escaping^ in  a  shallop 
manned  by  his  native  friends  and  co-religionists,  to  Chifn.  The  other  two  are 
supposed  to  be  still  alive  in  their  retreats. 

The  French  admiral  was  at  Chifu  at  the  time,  and  learned  all  the  particulars 
of  this  affair  f^om  the  refugee  party.  He  has  since  determined  to  visit  Corea  at 
the  head  of  all  his  available  land  and  naval  force,  and  obtain  satisfaction  from 
what  seems  to  have  been  an  unnecessary  outrage,  for  it  was  very  easy  for  the 
Coreans  to  have  sent  the  missionaries  over  their  borders.  He  has  already  des- 
patched a  gunboat  or  two  to  survey  the  coasts  and  channels  leading  up  to  the 
capita],  and  hah  himself  gone  to  Shanghai  (and  Saigon  if  necessary)  to  prepare 
his  expedition  and  retujn  in  October. 

The  full  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Corean  authorities,  and  what  pre- 
vious acts  aroused  their  fears,  or  stbred  their  anger,  to  suddenly  resort  to  these 
severe  measures,  to  repress  the  new  faith,  will,  I  suppose,  be  known  by  and  by ; 
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bat  enough  has  been  done  to  furnish  an  excuse  to  the  French  authorities  to  inter- 
fere in  the  behalf  of  their  countrymen  living  in  Oorea.  It  will  probably  result 
in  opening  the  last  country  in  the  world  which  still  forbids  Europeans  to  trayel 
or  settle  in  it,  and  establishing  the  dominant  influence  of  Christian  nations 
throughout  the  entire  globe,  if  nothing  worse  to  the  independence  of  the  Go- 
rean  peninsula* 

It  is  rumored  here  that  the  Coreans  have  applied  to  the  Chinese  for  help  to 
oppose  the  French,  but  they  can  receive  no  aid  from  the  middle  kingdom. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Charge  d* Affaires. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  38.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  AtigiHt  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  No.  30,  of  April  12, 1  have  now  the  honor 
to  send  you  some  additional  documents  connected  with  the  same  affair  of  the 
desecration  of  the  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  which  has  been  again  brought  before 
the  authorities  by  Consul  Sandford  and  Commander  Townsend,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Wachusett. 

The  first  (enclosure  A)  is  the  report  of  Mr.  Sandford  of  the  results  of  their  in- 
terview with  the  prefect  of  Tangchau,  with  remarks  on  the  reply  of  the  inten- 
dant  ^enclosure  B)  tO|their  complaint  of  the  cavalier  treatment  they  had  received 
i&om  nis  subordinate.  The  despatch  of  Prince.  Kung,  (enclosure  C)  respect- 
ing the  same  visit,  and  my  reply,  (enclosure  D,)  together  with  a  letter  from 
Commander  Townsend,  (enclosure  E,)  and  my  answer  (enclosure  F)  to  him, 
and  his  to  the  intendant  on  his  departute  for  Shanghai,  (enclosure  6,)  com- 
pletes the  series  of  documents  now  sent.  The  others  connected  with  the  proceed- 
ings add  nothing  material  to  the  facts  and  opinions  herein  stated ;  and  if  it 
was  not  for  the  dogged  obstructiveness  of  the  intendant  at  Chifu  to**any  ar- 
arngement  of  the  matter,  I  should  have  hopes  of  an  earlier  settlement. 

The  policy  of  «the  Chinese  government,  both  here  and  in  the  provinces,  has 
latterly  been  apparently  to  delay  as  long  as  possible  in  settling  a  case,  do  nothing 
that  costs  them  trouble,  and  try  to  weary  out  all  applications  by  the  power 
of  their  vis  inertia.  The  stimulus  or  the  fear  caused  by  the  approach  of  foreign 
troops  to  Peking  six  years  ago  is  losing  its  former  potency.  It  is  very  weari- 
some to  be  obliged  to  constantly  urge  the  members  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  do 
their  duty,  and  oblige  the  local  authorities  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations  whenever 
our  citizens  suffer  wrong,  while,  at  the  same  time,  one  feels  that  they  either  can- 
not or  will  not,  or  dare  not,  act  efficiently.  I  think  sometimes  that  they  have 
become  utterly  discouraged  with  the  multiplicity  and  urgency  of  the  questions 
and  grievances  brought  before  them  for  settlement  and  reparation.  The  patience 
of  foreign  powers  will  at  last  be  exhausted  by  this  do-nothing  policy,  and  when 
each  begins  to  vindicate  its  own  rights,  upon  refractory  or  recusant  officials  at 
the  ports,  the  whole  fabric  of  Chinese  government  will  soon  fall  to  pieces. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d' Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  . 

Secretary  4^  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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A. 
Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Williams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Cke-foo,  July  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  yoar  excellency  that  the  Wachnsett  arrived  at  Yentsi  on 
Tuesdav  evening,  July  10 ;  on  tbe  next  day,  Captain  Townseud  sending  a  boat  for  me,  I  at 
once  called  upon  him  and  paid  my  respects.  We  hod  received  orders  Irom  Admiral  Bell  to 
proceed  to  Tangchau  and  investi^te  tne  truths  there.  Having  called  upon  the  iutendant 
of  circuit.  Captain  Townsend  inarmed  him  that  be  was  going  to  Tangchau,  and  requested 
that  be  woula  write  an  official  letter  to  the  prefect,  requiring  him  to  settle  the  matter  at 
once;  be  refused,  saying  that  all  was  settled.  Finding  that  we  could  do  nothing,  we  left 
for  Tangchau.  On  Friday  we  sent  our  cards  to  the  prefect,  and,  owing  to  the  storm,  did  not 
call  untd  Saturday,  when,  accompanied  by  the  missionaries,  Mr.  Davenport  and  Captain 
Townsend,  with  an  esoprt  of  100  men,  the  prefect  received  us  in  company  with  the  sub- 
'  prefect,  and  the  district  magistrate,  (what  his  position  is  I  do  not  know.)  After  some  small 
talk  we  stated  that  we  had  come  to  demand  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  perpetrators  of 

*  outrages  committed  upon  the  person  and  property  of  American  citizens,  and  the  indemnity 
efSOOtaels. 

The  substance  of  our  conversation  amounted  to  this :  We  demanded  that  the  prefect 
)  arrest  tbe  members  of  the  Kung-Eue,  together  with  two  others ;  that  they  should  be  brought 
and  tried  before  us ;  then  on  their  paying  the  indemnitv,  and  the  authorities  giving  secunty 
that  all  should  lb  peace  in  future,  ne  would  be  satisfied. 

The  prefect  agreed  to  all  except  to  bringing  them  before  us,  but  as  we  folt'tbat  all  would  be 
'  useless  nnle^  the  Kung-Ene  weiepunished,  we  insisted  on  that  point.  At  first  we  requested 
him  to  give  us  in  writing  what  had  been  agreed  upon,  but  he  reifused,  promising  that  on  re- 
ceipt  of  a  letter  from  us,  making  these  demands,  he  would  give  us  in  his  answer  a  guar- 
antee. As  some  seemed  satisfied,  we  agreed  to  this.  It  was  distinctly  understood  that  he 
was  to  arrest  these  parties  on  the  morrow,  and  to  try  them  before  us,  and  that  they  might 
not  escape,  the  district  magistrate  was  informed,  and  agreed  that  he  was  responsible,  the 
prefect  telling  him  that  he  should  require  hlui  to  arrest  them.  It  was  all  fairly  understood, 
and  be  was  informed  what  our  letter  would  contain.  We  sent  our  communications  that 
evening.  On  Sunday  morning  we  received  a  couple  of  letters,  one  addressed  to  Captain 
Townsend,  and  the  other  to  myself,  informing  us  toat  all  our  demands  were  contrary  to  the 
!•  treaty ;  and  that  the  American  minister  had  not  communicated  either  with  the  board  of 
I  foreign  affairs,  or  witlu  the  commissioner  of  the  three  ports ;  therefore,  he  declined  to  act 
I  authoritatively. 

He  accordingly  left  at  daylight  for  Tentai,  calling  upon  us  to  follow  him. 

We  immediately  left  for  Yentsi  Sunday  afternoon,  Captain  Townsend  being  desirous  to 
communicate  with  the  admiral. 

The  prefect  by  his  course  has  grievously  insulted  Captain  Townsend  and  myself,  and  ho 
should  braade  to  feel  that*  to  insult  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  is  no  small  of- 
fence. His  course  has  been  such  as  to  make  us  the  laughing-stock,  besides  detaining  tlie 
steamer  for  a  long  time,  and  should  not  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed. 

He  ought  to  have  made  his  complaints  before  we  left  nim,  bad  he  had  any  to  make ;  but  al- 
though he  was  fully  informed,  vet  he  made  no  objections,  but  promised  to  arrest  the  men,  and 
that  they  should  be  tried  on  Monday  at  2  p.  m.  Now,  his  going  off  and  sending  us  such  a 
paltry,  insulting  letter,  ought  not  to  go  unpunished.  Not  only  so,  but  since  my  last  letter  to 
Tou,  they  have  oeen  to  work  again  upon  tne  cemetery,  destroying  the  tombstones ;  and  it  is 
literally  impossible  now  for  the  misaionaries  to  rent  houses,  toev  having  tried,  but  all  to  no 

*  purpose.  1,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  such  steps  shall  be  taken  as  shall  give 
unto  the  missionaries  all  the  privileges  granted  under  the  treaty,  and  preserve  the  representa* 
tives  of  the  United  States  from  insult,  and  that  the  Eung-Kue  may  t^  punished,  as  I  feel  all 
will  be  in  vain  if  they  are  not  punished.  It  was  matter  of  regret  that  the  affair  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  board  of  foreign  affairs  at  Peking,  as  that  is  the  loop-hole  throu^^h  which 
thev  seek  to  escape.  *  Now,  although  we  know  that  the  excuse  is  worthless,  yet  it  is  one 
which  hinders  us  much.  I  send  you  copies  of  my  despatch  to  the  prefect,  as  well  as  his  re- 
ply. You  will  notice  that  I  am  requested  to  return  to  Yentsi,  to  act  conjointly  with  the  in- 
tendant  and  himself.  The  next  day  after  our  arrival,  without  having  communicated  with 
us,  he  returns  to  Tangchau.  I  may  as  well  state  that  the  reason  of  Captain  Townsend  leav- 
ing Tangchau  was  his  desire  to  communicate  with  Admiral  Bell ;  but  on  reaching  Chifu,  he 
found  that  the  steamer  had  l^t  on  the  preceding  day,  and  also  learned  that  the  admiral  had 
left  for  Japan ;  he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  rely  upon  his  own  judgment.  He  sent  a  long 
letter  to  the  intendant,  a  copy  of  whose  reply  I  furnish  you ;  and  as  it  will  probably  be  re- 
ported to  Peking,  I  desire  to  criticise  it. 

1.  "Gentry  and  scholar^'*  No  demand  was  made  to  arrest  any  of  those  parties  except 
four,  of  whom  there  was  strong  proof  that  they  were  the  guilty  parties. 

2.  "Two  hundred  taels  indemnity."  By  the  English  treaty,  any  parties  committing  acta 
of  despoliation  shall  make  good  the  damage  done.  OOQLC 
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3.  *'  GoArantj  "  was  umplj  an  official  statement  agreeing  to  protect  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  American  residents. 

4  *  Thej  ought,"  &c  Now,  the  missionaries  have  a  perfect  right  to  address  the  authori- 
ties in  the  places  of  their  residences.  Thej  as  well  as  myself  have  repeatedly  laid  the  matter 
before  the  authorities  at  Tangchau  and  Yentsi,  but  all  in  vain ;  the  inteudant  has  told  me 
that  his  orders  were  not  obeyed  at  Tangchau,  and  requested  me  to  take  the  matter  into  mj 
own  hands. 

5.  "The  captain  has  no  right  to  take  action.*'  A  grosser  insult  I  hardly  think  could  be 
written.  The  intendant  is  a  man  who  has  the  reputation  of  bemg  intelligent,  and  for  him 
to  write  in  this  style  is  a  great  insult 

6.  "The  prefect  subordinate,"  which  we* do  not  deny— but  Captain  Townsend  requested 
him  (the  intendant)  to  giye  us  an  official  letter  to  the  prefect  before  he  left,  but  was  refused. 

7.  "Local  public  business."  You  will  please  notice  the  glaring  discrepancy  (I  ought  to 
say  falsehood)  by  the  prefect's  letter;  his  whole  object  in  coming  to  Yentsi  was  to  consult 
with  his  superior  officer,  and  he  inyited  us  to  meet  him  here  that  we  might  act  conjointlv. 

6.  **  Deserted  his  post."  I  feel  that  there  is  every  ground  for  so  saying ;  he  had  faithfully 
promised  Captain  Townsend  and  myself  to  arrest  the  paities,  and  bring  them  before  us  for 
trial  on  Monday.  His  letters  informing  us  of  his  departure  for  Yentsi  were  not  received 
till  he  had  been  ^ne  at  least  three  hours,  and  if  a  most  solemn  promise  is  of  no  accormt  in 
their  eyes  they  should  be  taught  that  we  regard  it  differenUy. 

9.  "No  communication  has  been  received  by  me."  It  may  be  that  thinking  I  had  not  re- 
tamed  from  Tangchau  he  sent  my  letter  there. 

10.  I  feel  that  to  allow  him  that  ground  is  decidedly  wrong. 

11.  "Instructed  him  to  return."  This  act  shows  more  than  aught  else  the  animus  of  the 
intendant ;  fearing  to  have  us  assemble  together,  he  ordered  the  prefect  to  return — so  in  case 
we  should  ask  any  unpleasant  questions,  ne  could  reply  he  must  communicate  with  the  pre- 
fect, an^  so  delay  us,  and  if  possible  oblige  us  to  give  up  in  despair.      , 

12.  "  Report  to  the  commissioner."  What  he  means  by  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
Captain  Townsend's  letter  was  firm,  but  respectful ;  he  stated  only  facts  aiid  the  truth.  The 
prefect  did  desert  his  post,  and  to  tell  him  so  can  be  no  insult. 

13.  "  Investigate  and  settle."  I  would  most  respectfully  but  finally  deny  his  right  to  act 
thus.  The  treaty  does  not  say  that  all  and  every  dispute  shall  be  sent  to  Peking  ;  but,  by 
the  11th  article,  it  is  the  duty  both  of  him  and  his  suoordinates  to  act  justly  anu  promptly 
in  settling  this  matter.  If  he  can  establish  the  pi-ecedent  of  referring  every  trifling  affair  to 
Peking,  it  will  be  bad.  It  is  all-important  that  the  trial  come  off  at  Tangcnau ;  the  offences 
were  committed  there,  and  all  of  the  parties,  both  witnesses  and  criminals,  are  there.  By 
what  right  can  he  refer  this  case  to  Peldng  to  be  settled  7  Captain  Townsend  and  myself 
have  endeavored  to  treat  the  authorities  here  and  at  Tangchau  with  all  the  respect  possible ; 
yet  their  conduct  to  us  has  been  such  as  to  require  much  patience  and  forbearance.  They 
act  as  if  it  were  a  light  thinff  to  insult  the  representative  of  the  United  States  government. 
Kow,  by  the  last  clauses  of  Uie  18th  and  19th  articles  of  the  Danish  treaty,  "if  any  officer 
fail  or  neglect  to  punish  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  offences  against  foreigners,  they  are 
to  be  punished  themselves  by  their  own  government ;"  and  not  only  have  these  authorities 
failed  in  punishing  these  parties,  but  have  done  all  they  could  covertly  to  assist,  and  on  being 
requested  to  arrest  and  punish  by  Captain  Townsend,  have  insulted  him  and  myself  by  this 
course  of  action.  I  desired  Captain  Townsend  to  arrest  the  parties  himself,  as,  by  the  11th 
article,  we  may  exercise  the  right ;  but,  owing  to  Uie  orders  from  Admiral  Bell,  he  will  first 

fo  to  Shanghai,  and  then  return.    I  would  most  respectftiUy  request  that  you  will,  if  jwssi-    * 
le,  have  the  case  referred  back  to  Che-foo  for  settlement,  as  it  is  all-important  that  it  be   ^ 
settled  at  Tangchau-too. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  SANDFORD,  United  States  Comul, 


Pom  Wei  to  Commandant  Toumsend, 
[Translation.  ] 

Pau,  intendant  of  the  Tang,  Lbi,  and  Tsing  circuit,  &c.,  &c.,  makes  a  communication  in 
reply: 

At  10  o'clock  last  night  the  intendant  received  a  despatch  from  the  captain,  with  the  con- 
tents of  which  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted.  In  regard  to  this  matter,  tne  prefect  of  Tang- 
chau came  to  Yentsi  on  yesterday  and  reported  that  the  captain  and  the  consul.  Sand  ford, 
had  severally  sent  conSmunications  to  him,  requesting  that  the  gentry  and  scholars  of  the 
place  should  be  arrested  and  tried  in  their  presence,  that  two  hundred  taels  should  be  giv^n 
as  compensation  for  the  tombstones,  and  that  the  prefect  of  Tangchau-foo,  together  with  the 
sub-prefect  and  magistrate  of  Pung:lai  district,  should  give  a  sealed  guarantee.  These  three 
clauses  are  in  nowise  contained  in  the  treaty  ;  and  moreover,  when  missionaries  of  the 
several  countries  promulgate  their  doctrines  in  China,  or  have  affairs  with  the  natives,  they 
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onflfht,  in  accordance  with  the  treatj,  to  address  themselves  to  the  consul  of  the  coontry  re* 
siding  at  the  port,  that  he  may  communicate  with  the  intendant,  that  the  matter  maj  be 
caremllj  deliberated  on  and  settled,  these  being  matters  in  which  the  captain  has  no  right  to 
take  action. 

The  above-mentioned  prefect  of  Tangchan  is  the  subordinate  of  the  intendant,  and  in  no 
matters  between  Chinebe  and  foreigners  can  he  take  upon  himself  to  act,  without  having 
previously  received  instructions  from  the  intendant.  He  came  to  Toutai  to  request  instruc- 
tions from  the  intendant  on  local  public  business,  which  is  in  accordance  with  the  fixed  rules 
of  action  in  oar  country.  What  ground  is  there,  then,  for  saying  he  deserted  his  poet  and 
ran  away?  For  these  reasons,  the  intendant  yesterday  communicated  on  the  matter  with 
Consul  Sandford,  that  he  might  take  the  necessary  steps  and  make  a  reply.  He  also  strictly 
enjoined  the  prefect  at  Tangchau  to  the  effect  that,  hereafter,  whenever  affairs  occur  Mh 
tween  Chinese  and  foreigners,  he  must  do  nothing  unanthorizedly,  but  write  to  the  intend- 
ant for  instructions,  and  act  in  accordance  therewith.  He  also  instructed  him  to  return  im- 
mediately to  Tangchau  and  transact  affairs  as  usual. 

Now,  on  receipt  of  the  above-mentioned  communication,  the  intendant  will,  in  accordance 
with  the  10th  article  of  the  American  treaty,  report  the  affair  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
three  ports,  that  he  may  write  to  the  board  of  Foreign  Office,  who  will,  in  conjunction  with 
the  American  minister,  investigate  and  settle  the  matter,  thereby  conforming  to  the  treaty, 
and  maintaining  friendly  relations. 

The  intendant,  therefore,  makes  this  reply,  requesting  the  captain  to  act  accordingly. 

A  necessary  despatch.    July  17,  1666. 

-Captain  Towns  end,  United  Statti  Navy, 


.  Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  WUliams, 

[Translation.] 

July  29,  1866— (Tunchi  5th  year,  eth  moon,  USth  day,) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretaiy  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  sends  a  communication : 

On  the  23d  of  July  I  received  a  despatch  from  [Tsungnau]  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
merce at  the  three  northern  ports,  enclosing  the  following  report  from  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms in  Shantung: 

"Very  unexpectedly,  on  the  16th  July,  Captain  Townsend,  of  the  United  States  navy, 
bringing  the  American  consul  Sandford  and  the  missionaries  Messrs.  Mills,  Hartwell,  and 
Crawford,  attended  by  more  than  a  hundred  armed  foreign  soldiers,  all  marshalled  in  order, 
came  to  the  office  of  the  prefect  at  Tangchau.  The  pVefect  came  out  and  met  them,  when 
directly  Mr.  Hartwell  began  to  gesticulate  and  wildly  stamp  about,  crying  out  in  a  vocifer- 
ous, scolding  manner,  and  demanding  that  the  prefect  mu8t  arrest  those  of  the  gently  who 
were  preventing  him  and  others  from  renting  houses,  and  bring  them  there  to  the  office  to 
be  tried  and  punished  before  Captain  Townsend.  He  also  demanded  that  a  compensation  of 
200  taels  be  paid  for  injuries  done  to  the  cemetery  and  its  tombstones ;  and,  lastly,  that 
prefect,  sub-prefect,  and  district  magistrate  should  jointly  promulgate  an  official  notificataon, 
under  their  seals,  guaranteeing  them  against  further  injuries.  If  these  three  demands  were 
not  conceded,  they  intended  to  resort  to  force. 

"  The  prefect  told  them  that,  having  received  no  instructions  respecting  these  matters  from 
his  Buperiors,  he  could  not  promise  to  accede  to  those  demands,  and,  after  reasoning  with 
them  three  hours,  he  at  last  got  them  to  leave  the  office,  but  not  before  the  people  living  near 
there  had  began  to  assemble  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  complaining  that  the  foreign  soldiers 
had  been  intruding  into  their  houses  and  carrying  off  things,  and  had  even  wrenched  the 
bracelets  off  one  woman*s  hand,  and  had  so  terrified  another  woman,  over  seventy  years  old, 
that  she  had  gone  into  convulsions,  from  which  thev  feared  she  would  not  revive.  They 
had  also  gone  into  a  public  school  and  scattered  the  books  and  papers  about,  and  had  reck- 
lessly used  their  swords  to  injure  and  cut  things  before  people's  houses.  Just  then  the  lite- 
rary chancellor  of  the  city  was  coming  to  his  office,  when  the  candidates  were  assembling 
in  great  numbers  for  examination,  and,  the  violence  of  these  soldiers  being  threatening,  the 
local  authorities  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  preserving  the  peace,  and  preventing  a  general 
collision  and  riot.  * 

"  However,  the  prefect  immediately  afterwards  came  by  night  over  to  Chifu  to  state  the 
affair  to  me;  and  i  subsequently  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Townsend,  in  which  he  re* 
quested  that,  as  the  prefect  of  Tangchau  had  run  awav  from  his  office.  I  would  give  orders 
to  the  proper  officers  to  carrv  out  the  three  requests  he  had  made  into  effect,  for  if  there  was 
any  delay  in  doing  so,  blood  could  hardly  wash  out  his  anger. 

*'  I  have  since  learned  that  this  Captain  Townsend  is  the  same  man  who,  at  Tingtse,  vie* 
lently  arrested  a  Chinese  named  Hu  and  twenty-one  other  persons,  and  that  the  American 
Consul  Sandford  is  the  same  man  who  is  engaged  in  business  in  the  Tsing-mei,  (i.  e.,  Sinioo 
American,)  foreign  honff,  in  company  with  Mi*s.  Hwa-ni  as  a  partner.** 

In  respect  to  tnis  affair  I  may  remark,  that  since  the  foreign  treaties  have  been  ratified. 
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every  affiur  growing  oat  of  them  has  been  managed  and  settled  bj  the  consnl  of  the  respect- 
ive nation  and  the  intendant  of  circuit,  but  if  it  was  a  more  serious  matter,  which  tbej  could  ' 
not  settle  between  themselves,  each  party  reported  the  case  to  their  respective  superiors  at  § 
Peking,  and  waited  until  the  foreign  office  had  conferred  with  the  minister  upon  it,  and  each 
had  instructed  them  how  to  act  This  has  been  the  uniform  practice  with  all  nations  for 
these  past  years,  and  no  one  who  \A  not  a  consular  officer  has  been  permitted  oi  his  own  mo- 
tion to  interfere  by  violence  to  settle  any  affair. 

The  despatch  now  received  frdni  the  superintendence  of  commerce  states  that  the  United 
States  naval  captain,  Townsend,  with  Consul  Sandford,  and  the  missionaries  Hartwell,  Mills, 
and  Crawford,  attended  bv  more  than  one  hundred  armed  soldiers,  marshalled  in  order,  came  to 
the  office  of  the  prefect  of  Tangchau  and  loudly  demanded  of  him  that  be  should  arrest  some 

fsntry  who  had  prevented  natives  renting  their  houses.  They  also  required  that  compensa- 
on  ^ould  be  paid  them  for  mutilations  and  injuries  done  to  their  gravestones.  This  Cap- 
tain Townsend  is  doubtless  the  same  officer  who,  without  any  reason,  arrested  the  man  Ha 
and  twenty-one  other  persons  at  Yingtse ;  but  while  that  matter  is  still  unsettled,  he  straight- 
wf^  ffoes  to  Tangctiau  and  takes  occasion  to  stir  up  this  disturbance. 

In  nis  despatch  to  oar  officials,  he  says  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the  United  States 
minister  at  Peking,  .to  manaj^  these  things ;  which,  if  true,  proves  that  your  excellency  is 
already  aware  of  ail  these  things.    But  why  did  you  not  in  that  case  meet  with  the  members 
of  the  foreign  office  and  confer  upon  the  matter  ?    If  such  orders  were  sent  to  Captain  Town- 
send,  it  is  entirely  different  firom  what  his  excellency  Mr.  Burlingame  has  ever  done,  and  ^ 
furthermore,  quite  unlike  anvthing  which  you,  who  have  lived  so  many  years  in  China,  and  j 
attended  to  so  many  affairs,  nave  hitherto  done.    You  have  both  always  been  willing  to  dis-  ' 
cuss  all  affairs  with  entire  frankness.   It  may  be,  however,  that  Captain  Townsend,  in  saying 
that  he  had  received  official  orders  from  you,  was  in  error,  and  that  what  he  has  done  was  not 
by  your  direction. 

In  respect  to  this  demand  to  arrest  the  gentry  who  had  prevented .  people  renting  their 
houses,  (to  the  missionaries, )  it  seems  to  me  to  be  sufficient  to  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Reverend 
C.  R.  Mills,  who  took  possession  of  the  house  of  the  widow  Hwang  Chang,  a  matter  that  was 
entirely  arranged  by  the  local  authorities  and  the  consul ;  the  widow  has  paid  back  all  Mr. 
Mills's  outlay  for  repairs,  and  he  has  received  the  money,  and  has  no  complaint.  Also,  in 
the  case  of  Reverend  P.  T.  Crawford,  who  leased  a  house  of  one  Chau,  who  got  the  deed  of 
purchase  of  one  Sun,  the  local  officers  required  Sun  to  vacate  the  premises  to  Mr.  Craw-  ' 
ford,  and  thus  they  were  secured  to  him  peaceably.  In  these  two  instances,  now  settled,  the 
gentry  did  nothing  to  prevent  anybody  renting  houses. 

The  affair  of  desecrating  the  cemetery  and  injuring  the  tombstones  at  Tangchau  is  one 
which  you  have  not  reported  to  this  office.  By  the  report  of  the  intendant  it  appears  that 
the  district  magistrate  there  allowed  an  American  named  Danforth  to  occupv  a  vacant  spot 
on  the  hill-top  called  Siam  Hwang-kin,  or  Little  Gold  hill,  as  a  burial  ground,  charging  him 
no  rental  for  it.  Although  it  is  true  that  the  tombstones  have  been  defaced  and  broken,  still 
it  is  because  the  Americans  have  never  hired  any  one  to  watch  the  spot.  Orders  have  been 
issued  to  search  out  and  arrest  the  offenders,  and  proclamations  put  torth  forbidding  further 
molestation.  In  all  this  affair,  too,  the  local  authorities  seem  to  have  done  what  they  could, 
and  it  is  but  right  to  wait  till  they  can  arrest  and  punish  severely  every  offender.  What  need, 
then,  has  there  been  to  call  in  the  aid  and  presence  of  soldiers,  and  endeavor  by  violence 
to  intimidate  the  officials,  and  force  them  to  pay  an  indemnity  for  these  injuries? 

In  respect,  again,  to  the  charge  against  the  prefect  of  running  away  from  bis  post  at  Tang- 
chau, it  was  enough  for  him  that  the  business  in  hand  belonged  to  his  superior,  the  intendant 
of  circuit,  to  manage,  which  quite  justified  him  in  ffoing  himself  to  Chifu  to  state  the  matter. 
He  wrote  to  this  effect  to  both  Captain  Townsend  ^nd  Consul  San(Hbrd,  before  he  started. 
What  object  has  the  former,  therefore,  in  thus  defaming  his  character,  and  recklessly  charging 
him  with  having  run  away  from  his  post  ? 

Lastly,  it  is  stated  that  the  ungovemed  soldiers  robbed  the  people  of  several  things,  and 
terrified  an  old  woman  into  c-onvulsions.  On  this  point  it  is  enough  to  state,  that  our  laws 
make  robbery,  and  threatening  people,  so  as  to  endanger  their  lives,  offences  of  the  highest 
^rade,  and  when  the  replies  to  the  orders  now  sent  to  inquire  what  articles  were  stolen  at  this 
time,  and  whether  the  old  woman  has  recovered  or  not,  come  to  hand,  the  particulars  shcdl 
be  made  known  to  your  excellency. 

The  treaty  between  China  and  the  United  States  has  been  in  force  many  years,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  strongmen  the  peaceful  relations  between  our  countries,  and  not 
resort  to  force  on  every  occasion  with  the  expectation  that  it  will  cany  a  thing  through.  ^ 
With  what  ideas  does  Captain  Townsend  thus  take  upon  himself  to  land  soldiers  at  Yingtse 
and  Tangchau,  and  stir  up  strife  and  confusion  ?  If  your  excellency  is  appointed  to  reside 
in  China  to  see  that  treaty  provisions  are  carried  into  effect  and  observed,  it  is  impossible  to 
suppose  that  you  can  permit  any  subordinate  officer  to  act  just  as  he  pleases,  the  meanwhile 
you  neither  seeing  nor  hearing  anything  that  he  does. 

I  have,  therefore,  carefully  gone  into  detail  in  the  present  communication,  and  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  you  will  examine  this  affisdr  thoroughly,  and  do  all  that  you  can  to  main- 
tain peaceful  relations.  % 

His  ExceUencyS.  Wells  WiLUAMg,  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 

Ckargi  d'Affairt$  ofUu  United  8uae$  to  China. .   \  ^         y  O  ' 
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Mr,  Williams  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Pekingt  August  1,    ' 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  imperial  highuess's  despatch  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  in  which  you  bring  to  my  notice  the  yisit  of  Commander  Towuseno,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Wachusett,  and  the  United  States  Consul  Sandford,  escorted  by  more 
than  a  hundred  soldiers,  to  the  office  of  the  prefect  of  Tangchau,  where  they  loudly  demnnded 
that  he  should  seize  certain  of  the  gentry  who  had  prevented  the  Americans  living  there  firom 
renting  houses,  and  that  he  should  also  compensate  the  latter  for  injuries  done  to  the  grave- 
stones in  their  burial-ground,  dc-c,  &c. 

On  that  day  I  likewise  received  an  account  of  the  same  occurrences  from  Mr.  Sandfoi^d, 
the  United  States  consul  for  Tangchau,  from  which  I  hav^  gathered  the  following  particulars : 
/  **  On  the  10th  instant  the  United  States  ship  Wachusett,  Commander  B.  Townsend,  sent 
here  by  Admiral  Bell,  arrived  in  port.  •  I  accompanied  him  next  day  to  pay  our  respects 
to  the  intendant  of  circuit,  when  we  requested  him  to  send  a  despatch  to  the  prefect  of  Tang- 
chau, requiring  him  immediately  to  settle  the  affair  of  mutilating  the  gravestones  there.  The 
intendant  dechned  to  do  so,  stating  that  the  matter  was  all  settled. 

"  On  the  13th  I  reached  Tangchau  in  the  Wachusett,  and  we  sent  in  our  cards  to  the  pre- 
fect. The  next  day  Commander  Townsend  and  myself,  with  three  missionaries  and  an  escort 
of  about  a  hundred  soldiers,  went  up  to  the  office  of  the  prefect.  The  escort  were  placed  in 
ranks  in  the  court  of  the  office  during  the  interview. 

**  Commander  Townsend  then  informed  the  prefect  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  Admiral 
Bell  to  come  to  the  port  of  Tangchau  in  order  to  investigate  and  settle  affairs  there ;  more 
especially  to  demand  indemnity  for  the  repeated  injuries  done  to  the  tombstones  of  the 
Americans  living  in  the  city,  which  has  been  going  on  for  the  past  four  years,  and  hitherto 
not  a  man  has  been  arrested  or  punished  therefor.  He  accordingly  required  that  the  prefect 
should  now  arrest  them,  and  that  thev  be  fined  200  taels  for  the  damages  done  to  the  grave- 
yard, which  would  deter  them  and  others  from  repeating  the  offence.  He  also  asked  the  pre- 
fect and  the  local  authorities  there  to  issue  an  edict  and  proclamation  which  should  guarantee 
that  there  should  be  no  more  damages  done  to  the  burial-grounds.  He  lastly  required  of  the 
prefect,  in  relation  to  the  renting  of  houses,  that  the  12th  article  of  the  United  States  treaty 
should  be  faittifully  and  immeaiately  carried  out,  and  that  whoever  was  on  any  pretext 
causing  disturbance,  and  hindering  the  Americans  from  renting  houses,  ought  to  be  arrested 
and  severely  punished. 

**  The  prefect  replied,  in  relation  to  these  three  demands,  that  he  could  not  instantly  carry 
them  out  without  referring  them  to  his  superior,  the  intendant,  for  his  direction ;  but  that  he 
would  willingly  order  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglae  to  arrest  the  men  who  had  damaged 
the  grave-yard,  to  which  the  latter,  who  was  present,  most  readily  gave  his  assent. 

*'  All  the  parties  at  the  interview  expressed  their  desire  to  adhere  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  in  every  particular.  There  was  no  intimidation,  nor  anything  like  threatening  used, 
but  all  took  leave  of  each  other  with  expressions  of  good  will. 

*^  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Com ntauder  Townsend  and  I  sent  a  despatch  to  the 
prefect,  containing  all  the  above  points  as  he  had  agreed  to  them.  But,  much  to  our  surprise, 
next  morning  a  note  came  to  each  of  us  from  him  excusing  himself  from  another  interview, 
and  asking  us  to  go  to  Chifu,  where  the  matter  would  be  attended  to.  We  accordingly  re- 
turned there  and  found  that  he  had  gone  back  to  Tangchau.  This  official  had  s3ready 
promised  to  see  us,  and  he  now  skulked  away,  throwing  his  official  duties  and  words  aside  in 
this  manner.  If  such  conduct  is  not  shirking  his  duty  and  running  away,  what  is  it  ?  We 
had,  therefore,  no  other  way  but  to  confer  again  with  the  intendant  about  the  settlement  of 
the  case,  who,  in  his  reply,  told  me  that  he  must  await  his  orders  from  the  officers  of  the 
Foreign  Office  at  Peking,  after  thev  had  consulted  with  the  United  States  minister." 

After  perusing  the  despatch  under  reply,  and  the  report  from  Mr.  Sand  ford,  I  am  able  to 
inform  your  imperial  highness  that  Commander  Townsend  having  received  orders  to  go  to 
some  of  the  ports  on  a  cruise,  reached  Chifu,  where  it  was  his  proper  duty  to  assist  the  con- 
sul in  investigating  and  settling  such  affairs  as  needed  his  aid.  When,  therefore,  he  arrested 
Hu  and  his  fellows  at  Yingtse,  to  hand  them  over  to  the  local  authorities  for  trial,  he  had 
abundant  reasons  for  his  proceedings,  and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  as  I  have  in- 
formed you  ahready  in  a  previous  despatch.  In  respect  to  his  visit  to  Chifu,  I  had  already 
written  to  the  consul  that  when  the  Wachusett  came  into  port,  in  his  cruise,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable for  her  commander  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  local  authorities,  in  accordance  with 
Article  IX  of  the  treaty,  though  nothing  was  said  about  his  taking  an  escort  with  him. 

In  respect  to  the  offence  of  breaking  up  the  gravestones  in  the  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  I 
may  state  that  it  is  aplat  of  waste  land  that  was  obtained,  through  the  kindness  of  the  dis- 
trict magistrate  at  Tangchau,  by  the  Americans  in  1861,  and  that  about  a  year  afterwards 
the  people  of  the  town,  without  any  provocation,  began  to.  mutilate  and  break  the  grave- 
stones.   The  districtr magistrate,  Fung,  in  March,  J  864,  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding 
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them  to  do  it,  bat  it  ha^  no  effect  to  restrain  anybody.    In  January,   1866,  he  issued  an- 
other prohibition,  which  I  had  hoped  to  be  of  some  effect,  and  had  accordingly  instructed 
the  consul  to  endeavor  if  possible  to  arrange  and  settle  the  affair  with  the  local  authorities  in  . 
the  best  way  he  could,  as  they  had  already  amicably  settled  the  two  cases  of  renting  houses.' 

It  was  for  this  reason,  the  hope  that  the  affair  might  be  settled  on  the  spot,  that  I  have  not 
already  brought  it  before  the  Foreign  Office.  However,  I  now  state  all  these  particulars,  and 
have  to  request  that  your  imperial  highness  will  give  such  orders  to  the  local  authorities  that 
they  will  attend  to  the  matter,  with  a  desire  to  act  justly,  and  carry  out  the  demand  justly  ' 
made  by  Commander  Tewnsend  and  the  consul,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  further  mutilations 
of  the  gravestones,  or  other  causes  of  offence. 

Let  me  add,  too,  that  it  is  necessary,  when  cases  arise  between  natives  and  foreigners,  that 
the  local  officials  be  nq^  allowed  to  delay  and  procrastinate  in  this  way.  If  I  am  here  in 
Peking,  it  is  not  that  Ldo  not  know  what  is  going  on,  but  the  authorities  will  do  nothing 
themselves,  and  act  as  if  they  had  lost  their  senses.  * 

Can  you  expect,  under  such  provocation,  that  my  countrymen  will  sit  patiently  and  never 
show  any  anger,  nor  do  anythmg  t#  right  themselves  ?  , 

In  a  despatch  of  December  21,  J  865,  your  imperial  highness  remarked  very  properly  Stat) 
the  full  observance  of  all  treaty  stipulations  by  both  China  and  the  United  States  was  the 
best  way  to  strengthen  their  amicable  relations,  and  I  can  do  no  better  than  urge  on  you  the 
importance  of  this  just  remark.  If  the  local  authorities  sit  like  so  many  statues,  and  only 
delay  and  keep  every  case  dawdling  for  years,  never  settling  it  nor  replying  to  it,  let  it  be  fully 
known  that  it  will  not  be  my  fault,  but  theirs,  if  trouble  arises,  and  that  I  cannot  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  what  may  oeciu".  During  my  long  residence  in  China  I  have  always  endeavored 
to  act  according  tojustice  and  courtesy  in  all  my  dealings,  and  can  appeal  to  the  knowledge 
of  every  member  of  the  A»reign  Office  that  I  have  never  desired  to  stir  up  strife  and  disorder 
in  this  country.  _/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  highnesses  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Euno,  ^  ,  Sfc,  S^c, 


Commandant  Townsend  to  Mr,   fTiUiams. 

United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Chifu,  Jury  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Admiral  Bell,  I 
have  come  to  Chifu  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  complaints  of  the  missionaries  at 
Tangchau  against  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  finding  these  complaints  just,  to  take  such 
measures  as  might  prove  necessary  to  secure  to  our  countrymen  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
persons  and  property  guaranteed  to  them  by  treaty. 

I  find  that  our  energetic  and  excellent  consul,  Mr.  E.  T.  Saudford,  has  kept  you  well  in- 
formed as  to  the  particulars  of  the  case.    After  a  thorough  investigation.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  indorse  bis  statements,  and  pronounce  the  complaints  of  the  missionaries  well  founded, 
and  deserving  of  immediate  attention  and  redress.    Courteously,  and  in  a  temperate  spirit, 
I  have  sought  that  redress  from  the  prefect  of  Tangchau,  and  from  his  superior,  the  iutend- 
ant  of  Chit u.    It  has  not  only  been  refused,  but  I  have  been  very  cavalierly  told  by  the  in- 
tendant  that  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.    Fortunately  for  himself  and  tor  his 
subordinate,  but  unfortunately  for  us,  my  hands  are  somewhat  tied  by  the  fact  mentioned 
by  the  prefect,  that  '*  the  American  minister  has  not  communicated  either  with  the  board  of 
foreign  affairs  or  with  the  commissioner  of  the  three  ports.'*    I  am  desirous  and  prepared 
to  do  anything  that  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  interests  of 
American  citizens ;  and  if  the  arrest  of  the  intendant  himself  be  requisite  to  that  end,  I  will  f 
not  hesitate  to  seize  him,  even  upon  his  official  seat.     But  your  excellency  will  permit  me 
to  say,  that,  except  in  emergent  circumstances,  I  would  prefer  to  act  offensively,  only,  after 
the  reasonable  resources  of  diplomacy  have  been  exhausted.     Y^xjl  have  been  pleased  to 
hope  that  the  presence  of  the  Wachusett  would  have  a  good  effect.    With  a  sufficient  yet 
not  threatening  display  of  force,  I  presented,  in  firm  yet  courteous  language,  just  and  mod- ' 
erate  requests.    The  prefect  solemnly  promised  to  comply  with  them,  and  then  ran  away. 
From  the  intendant  I  met  an  insulting  rebuff,  that  will  prevent  my  ever  again  using'  gentle** 
means  with  him.    Will  your  excellency  excuse  the  suggestion,  that  in  tunnelling  the  in-    ( 
flated  mass  of  Chinese  arrogance  and  deceit,  diplomatic  measures  will  best  succeed  when  ' 
worked  from  both  ends,  and  that,  where  ideas  are  the  weapons,  the  initiative  should  proceed 
from  the  centre,  rather  than  from  the  extremities.    If  the  aemands  of  the  American  minister  , 
should  be  powerless  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice,  and  in  securing  just  protection  to 
our  outraged  countrymen,  I  shall  proceed,  under  the  authority  delegatea  to  me  by  Admiral  f 
Bell,  to  arrest  the  accused  persons,  and  exact  from  the  intendant  and  prefect  such  snbstan-  f 
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tiftl  goaniateM  that  tlie  Amerieaa  missioiiaries  of  Tangdum  shall  ever  after  enjoy  their  im- 
preteutioos  rights,  '*  with  none  to  molest  them  or  make  them  afraid." 

As  the  Wacnusett  has  heen  away  from  all  sources  of  supply  for  more  than  three  months, 
her  stores  of  all  kinds  will  soon  require  replenishment ;  and  I  have  concluded  to  occupy  the 
interval  that  must  necessarily  occur,  befon^  the  impulse  your  excellency  will  communicate 
to  the  board  of  foreign  affairs  can  be  improyingly  felt  at  Chifu  and  Taugchau,  by  runninji^ 
down  to  Shanghai,  ibr  the  pnr|>ose  of  obtaining  much-needed  supplies.  I  shall  sail  on 
Saturday,  the  21st  instant,  and  will  probably  be  absent  between  two  and  three  weeks.  I 
trust  your  long  experience  in  Chinese  affairs,  and  your  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
Chinese  character,  will  enable  you  to  put  matters  in  such  train  that  the  Wachusett  shall 
suffer  but  slight  detention  when  she  returns  to  Chifu.  The  long  and  tedious  negotialiona 
at  Niuchwang  deprived  us  of  an  interesting  cruise  among  the  ports ||f  southeastern  China; 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  Tangchau  afiiair  will  not  too  greeSly  encroach  upon  the 
pleasant  visit  to  Japan,  that  we  have  long  been  looking  forward  to  with  most  agreeable 
anticipations.  Even  now,  I  doubt  not  that  the  admiral  is  looking  from  day  to  day  for  the 
Wachusett  to  rejoin  him  at  Yedo  or  Osacca,  and  thithe#  our  longings  would  lead  us.  But 
I  have  never  shirked  duty,  however  disagreeable ;  and  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  attend  to 
this  Tangchau  afifair,  nntil  it  be  satisfactorilv  settled.  Will  your  excellency  oblige  me  by 
ffiving  to  its  progress  all  the  speed  that  may  be  derived  from  earnest,  persistent  appeals  to 
Uie  foreign  office. 

Friday,  July  20,  1866. 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith,  for  examination  and  reference,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
that  hSa  passed  between  the  Chinese  officials  and  myself.   It  consista  of  the  following  docu- 
ments, VIZ :  ^ 
My  letter  of  July  14,  to  prefect  of  Tangchau.  ^ 
Keply  dated  July  15,  from  prefect  of  Tanffchau. 
My  letter  of  July  15,  to  intendant  of  circmt,  &c. 
Reply  dated  July  17,  from  intendant  of  circuit,  dec 
My  letter  of  July  20,  to  intendant  of  circuit,  &c 

As  you  will  perceive,  the  letters  of  the  mandarins  are  faithful  copies  of  the  Chinese 
originals. 

I  will  only  draw  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  conflicting  statements  of  the  prefect 
and  the  intendant,  in  regard  to  the  former's  object  in  visiting  Yentsi ;  fortunately,  in  this 
case,  the  falsification  is  written  out  and  cannot  be  denied.  The  truth  rests  with  the  prefect, 
who  is  a  much  more  honest  man,  though  far  less  clever,  than  th^  intendant. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive,  by  his  own  admission,  that  the  intendant  alone  is  respon- 
sible for  the  treatment  of  foreigners  in  his  circuit.  This  only  confirms  the  opinion  I  had 
drawn  from  the  connected  facts,  the  history  of  the  case,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  charge 
.  Pan- Wei,  intendant  of  Tang,  Lai,  and  Tsing  circuit,  as  the  chief  criminal  in  this  long- 
continued  series  of  outrages  upon  the  missionaries  at  Tangchau.  I  earnestly  entreat  your 
^  excellency  firmly  to  demand  the  removal  of  Pan- Wei  from  his  office,  as  an  all-essential 
requisite  to  peace  and  harmony  between  Chinese  and  foreigners  in  the  circuit  that  he  now 
misgoverns. 

'  I  have  the  honor  to  jemain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T0WN8END, 
Commander  V.  S.  N.,fiom'dg  tVachusctU 
Hon.  8.  Wells  Williams,  LL.D., 

Unittd  States  Charge  d' Affaires,  Peking, 


Mr.  WUliams  to  Commandant  Totonsend, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  your  communication  of  the  19th  July,  with  its 
enclosures,  giving  the  lealding  particulars  of  your  visit  to  Tangchau,  and  the  interview  which 
you  had  with  the  prefect  and  other  local  authorites,  respecting  the  grievances  suffered  by  our 
countrymen  there.  The  result  of  this  interview  with  these  officials,  like  many  previous  in* 
stances,  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  you  desired  in  its  immediate  results,  but  will  at  least  give 
them  some  new  ideas  respecting  the  position  and  intentions  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  Prince  Kung  upon  thil  matter,  in  which  he  quotes 
from  the  reports  of  the  local  authorities,  who,  as  usuaL  wish  rather  to  exonerate  themselves 
and  implicate  others  than  to  give  a  true  statement  of  facts  as  they  occurred.  I  have  sent  a 
translation  of  it  to  Consul  Sandford,  who  will  give  you  a  copy,  and  have  this  day  replied  to 
it  by  a  plain  recital  of  all  the  important  incidents,  as  given  by  yourself  and  the  coostu,  to  as 
to  set  the  object  of  the  visit  in  its  true  position. 

I  have  also  given  the  reason  for  not  having  previously  mentioned  the  ^t^feecratitti  j)£  the 
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graTM,  haThiff  been  still  in  hopes  that  the  last  effort  of  the  consul  to  gfet  redress  wonld  offset 
some  fifood.  I  have  requested  Prince  Kong  to  send  such  orders  to  the  intendant  and  prefect 
as  will  compel  Uiem  to  fulfil  the  demands  made  on  them  at  Tangchau,  and  have  done  all  I 
conld  to  support  the  action  of  yourself  and  the  consul.  I  have  hopes  that  they  will  take 
some  steps  to  redieas  the  ^eranoes  complained  of.  ~^ 

Having  thus  stated  what  I  have  done  to  uphold  jour  action,  I  wish  to  state  here  that  the  ^ 
principle  on  which  the  treaty  powers  have  agreed  to  co-operate  in  carryiug  out  their  treatr 
stipulations  is  to  act  throus^h  tbe  central  government,  strengthening  its  influence  as  mucn 
as  possible,  and  infhsing  what  vigor  we  can  into  its  working.  We  find  that  in  practice  the 
Emperor  has  come  gradually  to  depend  on  his  prestige  and  acknowledged  position  tor  the  main- 
tenance of  his  power,  while  that  has,  in  a  great  measure,  reallv  passed  into  the  hands  of  his 
Srovincial  officers,  who  are  made  roHponsible  for  the  peace  of  tneir  several  districts.  These 
ktter  are  acquainted  with  the  weakness  of  theh  superiors,  but  yet  none  of  them  wish  to 
overthrow  the  system,  and  we  are  sure,  from  the  events  of  the  last  ten  years,  that  nothing 
better  than  the  present  rigime  is  yet  available  to  govern  China  and  prevent  its  ignorant  mul- 
titudes becoming  the  undisciplined  troops  of  nval  chiefs  We,  at  Peking,  can  see  the 
shifts  and  excuses  of  an  effete  ministry  to  hide  their  real  inability  to  carry  into  effect  those 
orders  which  they  approve,  but  which  their  provincial  subordinates  evade  or  nullify  with  im- 
punity. Some  of  these  orders  cannot  be  executed  sometimes,  even  by  their  best  disposed 
officials.  If  the  gentry  and  people  combine  in  opposition  they  are  usually  too  much  for  the 
rulers ;  and  if  the  latter  (as  in  cases  affecting  foreigners  and  their  treaties)  have  rather  a 
f^lin^  for  the  gentry  than  a  desire  to  act  against  uiem,  and  do  what  the  treaties  require, 
they  delay,  and  excuse,  and  falsify,  ad  libitum.  Still  we  must  take  things  and  people  as 
they  are,  and  do  what  we  can  to  better  them,  and  during  the  six  years  that  foreign  minis- 
ters have  resided  at  the  capital  a  little  progress  has  been  made  in  getting  the  central  govern- 
ment to  fulfil  its  treaty  stipulations  by  its  recognized  authorities.  Entreaty,  expostulation, 
warning,  instruction  are  all  brought  into  action,  and  the  officials  here  begin  to  see  that  we  ^ 
are  promoting  peace  and  good  order  by  requiring  treaty  rights  to  be  observed.  Under  the 
earlier  treaties  a  resort  to  force  to  coerce  unwilling  provincials  was  the  only  remedy  But, 
in  the  long  run,  moral  suasion  and  a  continual  gradual  pressure,  exercised  at  the  centre,  will  I 
I>roduce  more  permanent  effects  in  elevating  the  Chinese  to  a  full  understanding  of  their 
rights  and  duties.  As  a  last  resort,  no  doubt,  force  must  be  used  to  obtain  satisfaction  and 
r^ress,  but  on  the  whole  the  treaties  have  been  better  observed,  by  both  parties,  than  in  * 
former  times.  They  have  become  to  be  regarded,  as  in  fact  they  are,  as  great  charters  of  in- 
ternational intercourse,  and  we  find  that  most  progress  is  made  by  constant  reference  and 
adherence  to  them  in  all  our  relations,  and  the  provincial  authorities  are  learning  to  recognize 
the  same  thing. 

By  referring  to  the  United  States  treaty,  therefore,  you  will  see  that  the  intendant  is  right, 
in  recognizing  only  the  United  States  consul  as  the  medium  of  official  action,  and  you  will,     • 
I  think,  be  able  to  effect  more  by  supporting  the  consul  than  by  carrying  on  the  correspond- 
ence independently.  From  some  expressions  in  your  letter  as  to  what  you  may  be  obliged  to  do,^ 
I  take  the  liberty  to  state  to  you,  however,  as  I  cannot  do  so  in  time  to  the  admiral,  that  in 
sny  case  except  that  of  an  attack  on  United  States  citizens — in  which  case  yon  have  your 
own  orders— tnat  an  arrest  of  Chinese  officials,  by  United  States  troops,  will  only  retard  and  ^ 
complicate  the  matter,  and  defeat  our  common  object.    I  strongly  urge  this  point  that  you 
will  not  even  threaten  such  a  thing,  for  it  will  neutralize  much  that  we  have  oeen  trying  to 
build  up,  to  have  you  resort  to  any  exercise  of  force  to  bring  about  a  settiement  of  this  case  * 
until  every  other  possible  diplomatic  action  is  exhausted.    The  case  at  Tangchan  is  different 
from  that  at  Yingtse.    It  is  of  louff  standing  and  not  imminent,  and,  therefoi-e,  a  good  one  - 
for  the  best  efforts  of  all  parties  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  settiement    And  such  a  solution, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  more  likely  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  cause  in  which  our  coun- 
trymen residing  there  are  engaged.    Whatever  good  effects  the  landing  of  marines  could 
bring  about  were  doubtless  accomplished  by  your  first  display,  and  I  think  future  interviews!   . 
wUl  be  more  satisfactory  if  the  native  officials  do  not  feel  overawed,  or  lose  their  digni^  inM 
the  sight  of  their  own  subjects. 

The  most  likely  plan  to  succeed,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  suggest,  is  to  take  the  thing  pa- 
tiently, tell  the  officials  that  you  are  present  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  see  that  the  Ameri- 
cans m  Tangchau  are  protected  in  their  rights,  and  can  wait  awhile  to  see  that  they  carry 
out  the  stipulations  which  thev  acknowledge  and  the  orders  which  tiiey  have  received.  The 
officers  themselves  are  placed  in  a  dilemma  that  demands  some  consideration ;  having  the 
proud  gentry  on  one  hand,  who  can  effect  their  disgrace  and  removal,  and  their  superiors  on  * 
the  other,  who  will  punish  them  if  peace  be  not  maintained.  The  officials  at  Tangchau 
have  heretofore  shown  considerable  desire  to  arrange  matters  quietly,  and  I  should  think 
that  you  and  the  consul  could  now  effect  the  object  in  view  by  courteous,  but  firm,  conduct. 

I  have  dwelt  on  this  subject  a  litUe,  for  your  letter  encourages  me  to  state  my  views  as 
fully  as  you  have  your  proceedings.    With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  notice  of  my  works, 
which,  1  am  happy  to  learn,  have  assisted  you  somewhat, 
I  have  the  benor  to  be  yours,  very  vemBectfuUy, 

&  WELLS  WILLIAlfa 

Commander  Bobeet  Townsbmd,  Esq.,  U.  S.  N.,  ^^  t 

Comimmding  Vmited  8UUi  BUtmtt  Wulm$^e6  by  LtOOQLC 
35  D  c  ^ 
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G. 

*  Commandant  Tovmsend  to  Pan  Weu 

United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

F«fi(a»,  (Chifa,)  July  20,  1806. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledg^e  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  17th 
instant.  As  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  declare  that  these  are  matters  in  which  the  captain 
has  no  right  to  take  action,  it  would  be  but  a  waste  of  time  and  patience  to  bandy  further 
words  between  us.  I  will  simply  remark  that  I  can  be  advancing  no  new  truth  to  a  gentle- 
man who  has  so  assiduously  cultivated  foreign  literature  as  your  excellency  seems  to  have 
done,  when  I  state  that  to  the  actions  of  men-of-war  are  due  in  a  great  measure  the  treaty 
engagements  that  China  has  entered  into  with  the  western  powers  ;  and  I  may  add  the  obvioua 
corollary  that,  except  for  the  presence  and  occasional  interference  of  men-oNwar  the  unpalat- 
able provisions  and  stipulations  of  these  treaties  would  seldom,  if  ever,  be  carried  out.  WiUi 
the  experience  I  have  recently  had,  I  may  be  excused  for  expressing  the  belief  that  if  the 
relentless  exigencies  of  a  domestic  war  of  unparalleled  magnitude  had  not  compelled  the 
government  of  my  country  to  temporarily  withdraw  its  ships  of  war  from  the  coasts  of  China, 
there  would  have  been  little  occasion  for  Admiral  Bell  to  despatch  the  Wachusett  to  New 
Chwaug  and  Tangchau  with  orders  to  demand  redress  and  satisfaction  for  cumulative  insults 
and  outrages.  I  have  forwarded  to  the  American  mioister  at  Peking  the  correspondence 
that  has  passed  between  your  excellency,  your  subordinate,  the  prefect,  and  myself;  an^  I 
shall  await  the  action  of  the  minister  in  the  premises. 

Business  calls  me  to  Shanghai  for  a  short  season,  and  I  shall  sail  to-morrow.    The  minister 
will  have  prepared  the  preliminaries  to  such  action  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  ti^ 
against  the  period  of  my  return. 
'  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

ROBERT  TOWNSEND. 
Commander  U.  S,  iV.»  Commanding  WackuttU. 
His  Excellency  Pau  Wbi,  • 

Jntendant  of  the  Tang^  Lai,  and  Teing  Circuity  Sfc,^  Sfe, 


Mr.  WiUiamM  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  39.]  Peking,  August  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  mj  despatcli  No.  33,  of  2l8t  May,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  eend  yon  a  series  of  documents  connected  with  the  events  mentioned  in  it, 
and  the  arrest  and  trial  of  the  men  who  attacked  Mr.  Knight  at  Ninchwang. 

The  first  two  (enclosures  A  and  B)  contain  the  report  made  to  the  Foreign 
Office  by  the  local  authorities,  who,  as  usual,  contrive  to  giv6  a  distorted  account 
of  what  happened,  that  their  own  helplessness  and  dilatoriness  might  not  appear 
to  their  superiors,  with  my  reply  correcting  its  errors.  The  next  (enclosure  O) 
is  fJonsul  Elnight's  leport  of  proceedings  with  the  authorities,  and  his  letter 
(enclosure  D)  to  those  who  composed  the  cqurt  held  at  Yingtsi  to  try  the  prison- 
ers;  but  it  seems  to  me  unnecessary  to  send  you  copies  of  any  others  .of  the 
enclosures  referred  to  in  his  report,  as  that  contains  all  the  important  facts.  The 
last  (enclosure  E)  is  my  despatch  to  Prince  Kung,  requiring  that  the  decision  of 
the  court  be  carried  into  effect. 

From  all  these  papers  you  will  perceive  how  difficult  a  task  the  Chinese  gov 
emment  finds  that  it  has  undertaken  in  engaging  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  foreign  treaties  with  such  inefficient  means  as  it  has  at  command  in  its  pro- 
vincial officers,  and  how  the  evidences  of  weakness  in  every  part  of  the  admin- 
instration  multiply.  Yet,  I  believe  that  foreign  nations  are  doing  the  best  thing 
for  this  goveiTiTnent  by  urging  the  execution  of  its  treaty  obligations  and  help- 
ing it  to  do  them.  The  people,  who  on  the  whole  are  industrious  and  peaceful, 
and  continually  deriving  benefits  from  foreign  intercourse,  form  the  basis  of  en- 
couragement to  those  who  would  reform  and  invigorate  a  prejudiced  and  igno- 
rant class  of  rulers. 

Mr.  Knight  speaks  again  of  the  important  aid  rendered  him  injiifl  interviews 
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and  correspondence  with  t^e  officials  by  Mr.  Davenport,  whom  I  mentioned  in 
my  other  despatch.  He  also  aided  Commander  Townsend  at  Tangcbau  and  Chifu. 
I  can  but  again  express  my  own  strong  hope  that  the  United  States  government 
will  ere  long  also  have  an  efficient  body  of  interpreters  in  its  consular  service  in 
China. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasAingtan,  D,  C, 


Ckargi  d* Affaires 


A. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.   WUliams, 

[Translation.] 

May  25, 1SG6. 

Prince  RtJNG,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aflfairs,  herewith  sends  a  communication: 

I  have  very  recently  received  a  despatch  from  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  province  of 
Shing  King,  in  Manchuria,  enclosing  the  following  report  from  the  military  and  civil  uiagis* 
trate  at  Niuchwang : 

'^Oq  the  3l8t  of  March  last,  a  man  named  Chin  Hi  Shing  had  an  altercation  with  anofher 
native  called  Chang*Tuh  Tsze,  a  coolie  employed  at  Messrs.  Knight  &  Co.'s  hong,  whom 
Chin  had  asked  to  return  a  fur  jacket  formerly  borrowed  of  him.  High  words  pa^^sed  be* 
tween  them,  and  finally  they  came  to  blows,  when  Chang  went  and  brought  up  four  foreigners 
to  help  him,  who  thronged  the  door,  seeking  to  join  the  brawl  and  firing  off  their  guns.  This 
caused  Chin  and  his  party  to  use  their  weapons  and  defend  themselves,  whereby  two  of  the 
foreigners  were  wounded. 

**The  district  magistrate  of  Hai  Ching  had  seized  one  of  these  men,  named  Fang  Cbing, 
and  was  actually  examining  him,  when  Chang^Tuh-Tsze  appeared,  having  stirred  up  Mr. 
Knight,  the  United  States  consul,  who  came  with  some  other  foreigners,  all  armed,  to  the  office 
to  represent  the  circumstances  which  had  taken  place.  The  magistrate  thereupon  readily 
promised  to  take  immediate  measures  to  arrest  and  punish  tlie  offenders  severely ;  but  not 
long  after  they  had  left  him,  one  of  the  villa^  constables  came  and  reported  that  over  twenty 
foreigners  had  come  from  the  eastern  end  or  Yingtsi  to  find  the  residence  of  Chin,  where  a 
brawl  had  occurred  in  which  a  native  named  Tsui  bad  been  shot  dead,  and  four  others  wounded, 
one  of  whom  named  Tsau  was  likely  to  die  from  his  wound.  The  magistrate  thereupon 
went  to  the  spot  to  learn  the  facts,  and  ordered  his  policeman  to  arrest  Chin  and  all  his  party 
without  fail. 

**Most  unexpectedly  the  consul,  accompanied  by  forty  or  fifty  foreigners,  all  armed,  then 
came  to  the  office  to  see  him,  and  insisted  that  he  should  burn  the  house  where  Chin  lived. 
He  again  and  again  tried  to  dissuade  Mr.  Knight  from  this  proceeding;  but  they  would  not 
listen  to  his  remonstrance,  and  constrained  him  to  go  with  them  to  the  place  on  the  2d  of 
April  and  order  Chin's  houses  to  be  torn  down.  This  did  not  satisfy  them  altogether ;  but 
the  magistrate  at  last  was  able  to  stay  further  demolitions  and  get  them  to  disperse.  He  has 
since  arrested  four  of  the  party,  named  Chang,'  Wang,  Kan,  and  Chu,  and  now  reports  the 
affair  for  my  action." 

I  have  also  received  another  report  (says  the  commandant)  from  the  collector  of  customs 
of  the  Shanhai  collectorate,  who  telia  me  that  he  has  had  a  personal  interview  with  Mr. 
Knight,  who  had  requested  him  to  ask  the  commander-in-chief  at  Mukten  to  have  a  special 
officer  sent  to  Yingtsi  immediately  to  inquire  into  and  settle  this  matter. 

On  receiving  the  above  despatch,  I  recurred  to  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  which  says,  **If  individuals  of  either  nation  commit  acts  of  violence  or  dis- 
order, use  arms  to  the  injury  of  others,  or  create  disturbances,  endangering  life,  the  officers 
of  the  two  governments  will  exert  themselves  to  enfore  order  and  to  main  lain  the  public 
peace  by  domg  impartial  justice  in  the  premises.'* 

•  Now,  in  the  present  instance  the  dispute  of  Chin  and  Chang  was  wholly  between  two 
natives  at  first,  and  even  when  the  latter  had  obtained  the  aid  of  foreigners  to  go  with  him  to 
the  other's  house,  it  was  nothing  more  serious  than  a  brawl  between  natives  and  foreigners ; 
but  when  Chang  had  incited  Mr.  Knight  to  bring  a  posse  of  men  with  him,  who  fired  their 
guns  in  the  melee  and  killed  the  man  Tsui,  and  superadded  to  this  by  forcing  the  district 
magistrate  to  demolish  the  houses  in  the  presepce  of  the  people,  it  was  going  too  far.  If  such 
a  wide  departure  from  justice  is  allowed,  now  can  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  be  upheld  and 
the  minds  of  all  conform  to  them  7 

However,  since  I  hear  that  Mr.  Knight  has  requested  that  a  suitable  and  discreet  officer 
be  sent  to  Niuchwang  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  I  haye  madeknown  to  the  commander-ip- 

Digitized  c  2i^ 


548  DIPLOMATIC  C0BKB8P01IDBVCB. 

«liief  aad  nimr  of  Makten,  imlnedftttely  to  select  an  offleer  of  entrgj  aad  aibflfty  and  Mud 
him  to  that  place  to  join  with  the  collector  in  inyeetigatinf  thia  thing  to  the  hottom,  and  da- 
dde  it  as  soon  aa  may  be  with  the  least  favoritism  and  delay. 

I  will  accordingly  await  the  reception  of  the  report  from  the  o£Scers  in  Shing  King  in  re- 
spect to  it,  when  the  whole  oircnmstances  will  be  made  known  to  yon,  and  now  content  my- 
self with  mformiiig  yonr  excellency  of  what  has  been  done,  that  yon  may  make  it  known  to 
the  consul  for  his  guidance. 

(Tungchi  5th  year,  4th  moon,  13^  day.) 

His  £xcdlency  S.  Wells  Wiluams, 

United  Stat€$  Ckargl  d'4fair$. 


B. 

Mr,  WiUwms  to  Prince  Kwng, 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Peking,  June  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  highness's  despatch  respecting  the  afiair  ai 
Kiuchwang,  in  which  Mr.  Knight  is  charged  with  having  led  on  some  foreigners,  who 
caused  the  death  of  a  Chinese  by  firing  their  guns,  and  after  this  had  some  houses  pulled 
down ;  and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  recently  received  the  following  report  of  the  oe- 
eurrences  from  the  consul. 

*'  On  the  31st  of  March  I  found  that  one  of  mv  servants  was  absent  from  the  home ;  and 
on  inquiring  learned  from  the  others  that  he  had  been  seised  by  the  sword-racks  for  some 
cause  or  other  unknown  to  them.  Having  great  doubts  about  their  statement,  I  deemed  it 
advisable  to  ffo  and  inquire  for  myself  faito  the  matter,  and  took  three  countrymen  with  me. 
We  had  reached  the  neighborhood  of  a  temple  called  Lau-ye-miau,  when  I  met  my  servanl 
coming  towards  me,  but  his  replies  to  my  demand  where  he  had  been  were  so  confused,  that 
in  order  to  ascertain  more  deany  the  reasons  why  he  had  been  seized,  I  compelled  him  to  g» 
back  with  us  to  show  me  the  house.  We  had  just  come  to  the  comer  of  its  wall,  when  o«t 
rashed  several  men  armed  with  swords  and  guns,  from  two  opposite  doors,  and  came  at  us 
firing  their  guns  when  not  over  fifty  or  sixty  feet  distant.    Their  fire  wounded  three  of  oot 

**  Finding  ourselves  attacked  by  these  ruffians  in  this  unprovoked  manner,  and  having  n« 
means  of  defending  ourselves  against  them,  I  instantly  turned  back,  dragging  and  support- 
ing one  of  the  wounded  men  as  well  as  I  could,  down  to  the  river-side,  where  this  swM^d-imcks 
stepped  their  pursuit  of  us. 

^  As  soon  as  I  reached  my  office  I  wrote  an  account  of  the  attack  to  the  colleetor  of  tk# 
port,  demanding  that  they  be  instantly  arrested  and  punished.  After  some  hours  a  reply 
came,  but  it  was  so  unsatisfactory,  and  being  afraid  also  that  there  might  be  no  means  oif 
identifying  the  criminals  when  taken,  I  decid^  in  the  afternoon  to  visit  the  district  mas^ 
trate  at  his  office,  there  to  explain  all  the  circumstances.  I  was  escorted  by  several  for- 
eigners, armed,  and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Davenport,  the  interpreter  of  the  British  consulate. 
Ikis  map^strate  begged  me  to  exercise  some  patience,  and  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  arrest 
tBd  punish  mv  assauants. 

**  After  we  nad  left  his  oflke  we  decided  to  return  by  the  southern  street,  the  streets  every- 
where being  quiet,  in  order  to  look  for  a  small  dog  that  had  been  missing  since  morning,  but 
of  the  residence  of  these  sword-racks  I  was  totally  ignorant.  Presently  we  noticed  an  armed 
horseman  following  us,  whom  I  recognized  as  one  of  the  men  who  had  pursued  me  in  the 
morning.  Fearful  lest  there  miffht  ^  persons  concealed  in  this  street,  I  retraced  my  way  a 
short  distance  and  took  the  nortmm  street.  We  had  not  gone  hx  when  we  saw  a  man  on  a 
house-top  pointing  a  gun  at  us,  and  then  recognized  the  house  as  the  place  where  the  sword- 
racks  lived.  There  was  now  no  other  way  but  to  go  on ;  and  we  had  just  reached  the  opening 
of  a  cross-street,  when  a  body  of  men  came  rusninff  down  and  firing  Uieir  guns  in  qui^ 
succession  diiecUy  at  us.  There  was  no  alternative  out  to  reply  to  it ;  and  fmn  its  results 
ire  were  able  to  go  the  rest  of  our  way  home  without  molestation. 

"  The  next  day  the  district  magistrate  came  to  see  me,  when  the  British  and  Pmsslan  oon- 
Snls  beinff  present,  we  learned,  after  a  good  deal  of  questioning,  that  he  had  allowed  the 
sword-racKs  to  escape  during  the  night.  We  all  then  urged  on  mm  the  propriety  of  destroy- 
ing their  houses  entirely,  in  order  to  serve  as  a  warning  to  all  lawless  miscreioits  for  tne 
future.'* 

From  the  preceding  narrative  of  the  consul  req»ecting  tUs  affiiir,  it  is  fully  shown  that  when 
the  first  attack  was  made  on  him  he  had  no  arms  with  him  to  use  against  the  assailants,  and 
further  that  the  foreigners  in  the  second  instance  did  not  fire  until  they  were  attacked.  Tka 
demolition  of  the  houses  was  done  after  a  long  conference  with  the  district  magistrate  i» 
company  with  other  consuls,  and  that  official  was  not  at  all  fordblv.compeUea  to  do  it. 
The  commencement  of  the  afEair  was  Mmply  that  Ifr*  Knight  wished  te  aswitain  why  his 
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•errmnt  had  been  niied,  and  tklt  tenrant  by  no  meant  bad  been  ineit&ag  bit  matter  to  oome 
and  take  bit  part  in  tbe  qnarrcil. 

Your  imperial  hif^hnett  now  informs  me  tbat  you  haTe  directed  that  an  able  and  energetic 
officer  be  immediately  tent  to  Tin^i,  with  powers  to  sift  this  afiair  to  the  bottom,  and  dMide 
it  according  to  justice,  and  shall  inform  Mr.  Knight,  that  be  may  be  prq^ared  to  join  in  the 
azamination  of  the  case. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  tir,  your  highnett*t  obedient  terrant, 

a  W£LL8  WILLIAMS. 
Hit  Imperial  Highnatt  PunrcK  Kumo,  9fe,,  Sfc 


Mr,  KttiglU  to  Mr.  WiUUmM. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Nhtchtoang,  June  4,  186Q.  . 

Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  detpatch  of  tbe  16th  ultimo  in 
feply  to  mine  of  the  15th  of  April,  with  enclosures,  refening  to  the  attack  made  upon  myself 
«nd  otheiB  by  the  sword-raek  Chin  and  his  band. 

I  have  now  thepleasure  to  inform  you  Chat  die  United  States  steamer  Wacbusett,  Com- 
mander Robert  Townsend,  arrired  at  this  port  on  the  5th  ultimo,  despatched  hither  by 
Admiral  Bell  immediately  on  learning  of  the  attack  above  mentioned,  with  instcuctiont  to 
investigate  the  case,  demand  the  punishment  of  the  crlminids,  and  secure  the  future  immunity 
of  American  officials,  and  also  of  all  American  dtisens,  from  similar  high-handed  assaults 
upon  their  persons  and  upon  their  lives. 

I  regret  to  say  that  up  to  that  time,  owing  partly  to  the  presenee  of  a  number  of  banditti 
near  here,  but  principally  to  the  bad  management  and  utter  want  of  co-operation  of  the  local 
oficials,  I  had  not  received  any  communicadon  regarding  the  arrest  of  tne  criminals  Chia 
and  others,  neither  coald  I  induce  any  of  the  magfistrates  to  visit  this  port  with  such  a  view. 
Indeed  tbe  place  had  been  utterly  without  law  for  a  month,  and  completely  under  the  control 
of  these  armed  sword-rackt. 

The  growing  uivency  of  the  case,  together  with  the  importont  circumstance  of  Captain 
Townsend's  arrival,  rendered  it  imperative  that  I  should  take  some  measures  to  force  the  local 
officials  to  act,  and  agreeable  to  mv  request  I  received  a  visit  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6tk 
ultimo  from  his  exoellency  Ching,  bis  imperial  Mfuesty*s  superintendent  of  customs,  who 
was  the  only  official  in  the  place.  Captain  Townsend  being  metent 

The  result  of  the  interview  was  simply  this:  his  excellency  Ching  informed  me  that  although 
bis  position  at  this  port  was  nominally  as  superintendcoit  of  customs,  be  has  received  powen 
from  the  Foreign  Office  enabling  him  to  confer  with  the  lo€^  officials  with  a  view  to  spur  them 
on  to  a  correct  performance  of  their  duties ;  that  in  the  matter  of  arresting  the  ruffians  Chin 
and  others,  he  has  repeatedly  written  to  district  roaristrate  Hao,  before  ms  departure  from^ 
Halching,  also  to  Wu,  tbe  district  ma^trate  of  Kai-chou,  urging  them  to  move  in  the 
matter  as  the  simplest  law  and  justice  required,  but  that  these  gSitlemen  had  not  replied  or 
noticed  his  letter  in  any  way. 

He  confessed  with  regret  that  I  had  eveiy  ground  for  complaint,  and  that  he  was  confident 
the  local  offidalls  most  suffer  when  the  facts  were  made  Imown  to  their  superiors  at  Peking;  but 
as  be  had  now  taken  every  step  in  his  power,  having  neither  force  nor  authority  to  make  arrests, 
all  he  could  do  further  was  to  forward,  according  to  my  suggestion,  a  despatch  from  me  to 
his  excellency  the  governor-general  of  this  provmoe,  representing  the  existing  circumstances, 
and  requesting  that  a  competent  officer  be  instructed  to  proceed  to  this  place  who  shall  have 
authority  to  arrest  and  punish  my  assailants. 

Accoraingly,  on  the  following  day.  May  7, 1  addressed  his  excellency  Chine  despatch  No. 
88,  oopj  of  wiiicb  I  beg  to  enebte;  also  copy  of  C^tain  Townsend*s  letter  which  accompa- 
nies mme.  AU  that  remained  then  to  do  was  to  patientiy  awmt  the  arrival  of  the  governor 
general's  replv,  or  his  representatives. 

Although  I  continued  to  hear  indirectiy  that  one  of  the  Chin  brothers  and  five  others 
had  been  anrested  at  Haiching,  I  received  the  first  official  communication  of  the  foct  on  tht 
15tb  ultimo,  in  a  despateh  from  Chu,  then  acting  magistrate  until  Wu  arrived  to  fill  Hao*s 
place,  which  informed  me  that  one  of  the  Chin  brotbert  bad  given  himself  up  for  triaL  I 
enclose  copv  of  my  despatoh  No.  90.    . 

On  tbe  5tn  ultimo  I  wrote  to  the  four  local  officials,  informing  them  of  the  arrival  of  the 
United  Stotes  steamer  Wacbusett,  and  requesting  them  to  visit  this  place  at  their  earliest 
convenience  on  matters  of  mutual  importance :  but  as  only  one,  his  exoellency  Tub,  his  im- 
perial Majesty's  commandant  of  Niucnwang,  has  replied,  and  since  rumors  bad  reached  me 
that  unfaithful  accounts  of  the  attack  on  myself  had  been  forwarded  to  Peking,  I  thought 
proper  again  to  address  the  four  local  officiut,  at  per  despateh  No.  93,  copy  of  which  it  alto 
'  enclosed. 

From  this  date  till  the  99th  ultimo  nothing  of  importance  occurred.    The  quietude  of  tbe 
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place  may,  perhaps,  be  attributed  partly  to  the  presence  of  five  hnndred  imperial  troops  who 
arrived  from  Tientsin  on  the  30th  ultimo,  (the  evening  before  the  Wachusett,)  but  the  real 

f ratifying  feeling  of  security  often  expressed  by  the  native  people  is  owing  to  the  stay  of  the 
Tnite'd  States  steamer. 

I  am  sure  it  will  afford  you  much  pleasure,  sir,  as  it  has  satisfaction  to  myself,  to  learn 
that  while  awaiting  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  governor  general  at  Monkden,  Captain 
Townsend  kindly  offered  to  survey  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  this  port,  and  place  in  position 
two  buoys  which  I  had  purchased  by  permission  of  Mr.  Inspector  General  Hart 

The  work  is  now  accomplished,  ana  a  great  boon  conferred  on  this  port  and  those  in- 
terested in  the  coasting  trade  of  China,  wnich  I  am  confident  will  also  be  duly  appreciated 
by  his  imperial  Majesty's  government. 

On  the  29th  ultimo  I  received  a  visit  from  his  excellency  Ching,  his  imperial  Majesty's 
superintendent  of  customs ;  Yu,  his  imperial  Majesty's  commandant  of  Niuchwang ;  Wu, 
his  imperial  Majesty's  district  magistrate  of  Kaipinp;  Yuh,  his  imperial  Majesty's  district 
magistrate  of  Kaichau ;  and  Kuei,  an  officer,  who  luformed  me  he  had  been  instructed  by 
tie  governor  general  to  proceed  to  this  place  to  assist  in  investigating  the  case  of  attack 
in  question.  The  superintendent,  Ching,  commenced  by  saying  that  he  had  written  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  as  he  promised,  and  the  result  was,  that  those  present  were 
spe<.'ially  empowered  to  investigate  the  case,  and  only  now  desired  to  know  what  coarse  I 
wished  them  to  pursue:  that  District  Magistrate  Wu  had  arrested  one  of  the  brothers  Chin 
and  five  others,  who  were  in  prison  at  Haichiug.  To  make  certain  that  all  were  conversant 
with  my  version  of  the  affair,  I  produced  a  copy  of  my  despatch  to  District  Magistrate  Hao, 
and  then  informed  them  that  I  demanded  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  Chin  brotners,  and  all 
others  of  my  asfiailants,  and  their  trial  and  public  punishment  at  thi^  place.  In  reply  to 
their  many  questions  and  arguments,  I  told  them  that  they  could  not  regard  more  than 
myself  the  trouble  this  matter  caused  to  all  concerned,  but  that  I  was  confident  it  was  the 
ouly  case  on  record  of  a  dispute  between  Chinese  and  foreigners  where  there  was  not  some- 
thing  to  be  said  for  both  sides ;  but  that,  in  this  instance,  argue  as  they  would,  I  had  the 
entire  right  on  my  side  in  every  particular ;  that  the  insult  offered  to  the  representative  of 
the  I 'nited  States  and  wounding  of  his  countrymen  was  of  so  grave  a  nature  that  my  gov- 
erumcut  was  bound  to  demand  and  obtain  satisfaction ;  that  the  delay  which  had  occurred, 
in  at  least  the  arrest  of  the  criminals  for  trial,  has  made  matters  worse,  and  that  many  an 
official  had  of  late  been  degraded  from  rank  fur  far  less  want  of  tact  and  ability ;  that  it  was 
useless  to  ask  me  how  many  men  I  wanted  arrested,  or  their  names,  for  thousands  in  the 
town  knew  them ;  but  if  such  information  was  necessary,  which  I  verv  much  doubted,  they 
could  either  inouire  of  the  occupants  of  the  houses  in  the  sword-racKs'  neighborhood,  ask 
his  excellency  the  commandant  of  volunteers,  or  compel  the  one  brother  Cnin  and  others 
under  arrest  to  disclose  the  names  of  their  associates.  I  then  learned  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  District  Magistrates  Yu  and  Yuh,  of  Haichiug  and  Kaichow,  to  make  the  arrest,  saying 
that  I  had  heard  that  they  had  no  prison  here ;  but  if  such  were  the  case,  the  prisoners 
could  be  placed  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Wachusett ;  that,  with  500  imperial 
troops,  they  could  not  plead  want  of  force ;  or  in  such  want,  Captain  Townsend  had  already 
#  offered  his  assistance.  * 

After  a  long  conference,  the  character  of  which  you  will  readily  comprehend  from  your 
long  experience  with  these  people,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  one  argu- 
meut  was  offered  against  my  right  in  the  matter.  The  only  objections  put  forward  seemed 
to  be  efforts  to  avoid  if  possible  arresting  the  most  noted  ruffians. 

They  asked  if  I  had  any  objections  to  their  trying  the  six  criminals  already  canglit.  I 
answered,  not  the  slightest ;  but  continued  to  demand  the  arrest  of  others,  who  were  this 
moment  in  Yiugtsi,  riding  about  armed,  and  had  pubUcly  boasted  that  the  mandarins  oonld 
not  take  them. 

I  am  now  glad  to  say  that  the  interview  resulted  in,  my  entire  refutation  of  every  argu- 
ment or  objection  ihey  had,  and  a  promise  on  their  part  at  once  to  effisct  the  arrest  of  the 
three  brothers  Chin. 

At  this  moment  of  writing  I  am  glad  to  say  I  have  received  a  communication  informing 
me  of  the  arrest  of  another  brother  Chin,  and  have  hopes  that  others  of  the  band  may  be 
taken. 

In  reference  to  your  excellency's  despatch  now  under  reply,  I  am  anxious  yon  should 
know  that  the  destruction  of  the  sword-racks*  houses  has  never  been  once  rdrerred  to  or 
mentioned  since  by  any  of  the  authorities  at  one  of  our  interviews.  It  was  distinctly  nnder- 
stood  at  first  that  the  destruction  of  their  den  was  but  a  slight  and  primary  step  towards  the 
fullest  punishment  they  so  thoroughly  deserved.  But  among  all  the  extraordinary  excuses 
ever  onSared  by  men  anxious  to  find  a  way  to  avoid  doing  their  duty  under  difficulties,  the 
local  mandarins  have  never  thought  of  placing  the  matter  of  two  mud  buildings  against  so 
outrageous  an  insult.  The  cost  of  the  building^  was  a  mere  bagatelle  to  the  sword-racks, 
who  have  ample  ill-gained  means,  and  the  demolition  served  only  as  a  warning  to  the  poorer 
coolies  when  tempted  to  join  such  bands. 

In  regard  to  the  details  of  the  case,  none  other  can  be  offered  but  mine.    The  sconndrels  , 
cannot  deny  having  fired  upon  me  in  the  morning  in  the  open  street,  before  I  had  reached 
their  houses,  or  they  had  the  slightest  idea  of  my  intentions  or  destination.    The  atteck  in 
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tlie  afternoon  was  simply  ^^rayer  In  character,  from  the  fact  tiiat  I  was  clad  in  mj  official 
dress,  for  the  ruffians,  without  doubt,  knew  in  the  momine  I  was  a  consul.  A^ain,  in  the 
afternoon,  they  not  only  fired  the  first  shot,  but  dischar^  at  least  a  dozen  jinp^alls  and 
matchlocks  before  I  had  made  the  slig^htest  demonstration ;  and  subseauent  examination  of 
the  spot  has  convinced  every  one  how  closely  we  were  set  upon,  the  walls  and  houses  being' 
quite  battered  with  shot  and  ball. 

I  quite  regret  now  not  having  forwarded  a  list  of  the  wounded ;  but  as  every  one  was 
under  medical  treatment,  J  propose  to  enclose  a  statement  from  Dr.  James  Watson. 

Of  the  results  of  our  firing  tnere  were  so  many  reports  afloat  I  thought  best  to  await  any 
statement  on  my  part ;  but  I  now  learn  from  the  authorities  that  we  killed  one  on  the  spot, 
another  died  the  next  day,  and  that  four  are  yet  confined  to  their  beds  with  wounds.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  these  killed  or  wounded  were  but  poor  coolies,  who  came  to  the 
front,  while  the  cowardly  leaders  escaped  by  dodging  behind  the  walls,  and  are  able  to  con- 
tinue their  former  old  habits  of  life  with  mater  insolence. 

The  intimation  that  a  large  supply  of  fire-arms  had  been  brought  to  Tingtsi  is  utterly 
untrue  and  easily  reftited.  During  the  time  that  this  port  was  threatened  bv  outside  banditti 
in  April  last,  there  were  not  a  sumficient  number  of  rifles  belonging  to  foreigners  to  arm 
every  man,  so  that  I  was  compelled  to  borrow  from  Mr.  Meadows,  her  Britannic  Majesty *s 
consul,  six  of  her  Majesty's  Enfields ;  Ad  knowing  that  every  native  in  the  place  that  could 
be  induced  to  carry  weapons  during  the  panic  was  Btationed  l>ehind  earthworks  and  redoubts 
surrounding  the^wn,  I,  with  others,  made  repeated  visits  to  their  camps,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain how  many  foreign  guns  they  bad,  and  may  safely  say  that  one  dozen  old  ships*  muskets, 
nearly  useless,  were  all  that  we  could  find. 

The  **  Chin  "  band  had,  during  their  attack  on  myself,  one  double-barrelled  fowling-piece 
and  two  brass  blunderbusses  of  fbreigu  manufacture,  which,  I  am  told,  were  loaned  them  by 
the  noted  sword-rack  Hoc,  the  greatest  rascal  in  the  province.  But  I  have  since  issued  a 
circular  to  those  under  my  jurisdiction,  declaring  the  heaviest  penalty  to  ship-masters,  and 
deportation  to  residents,  known  or  convicted  of  selling  foreign  arms  to  Chinese. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  affair  of  mine  wiu  the  sword-racks  may  be  of  the 
very  greatest  benefit  to  this  port. 

Matters  are  now  brought  to  some  issue ;  a  slight  quarrel  has  already  occurred  between 
the  imperial  troops  and  the  sword-racks,  in  which  one  of  the  latter  was  soundly  bambooed, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  as  the  local  mandarins  have  it  in  their  power,  they  will  join  in 
one  united  action  toward  the  suppression  of  these  bands. 

I  hope,  with  the  presence  of  the  Wachusett,  I  shall  finally  succeed  in  having  nearly  all 
my  assailants  arrested  and  tried  at  this  port ;  but  what  is  of  far  greater  importance,  if 
foreigners  are  to  reside  here,  is  their  public  punishment  in  this  place,  and  to  this  aim  I  would 
draw  your  earnest  attention. 

The  authorities  at  first  intimated  that  orders  must  come  from  Peking  before  they  could 
punish  these  med ;  afterward  they  admitted  that  the  governor  general  could  control  such 
matters ;  but  I  have  throughout  refused  to  believe  such  to  be  the  case,  and  have  told  them 
repeatedly  that  bad  the  offence  been  committed  against  one  of  them  the  man  would  have 
lost  his  head  without  any  trial. 

It  is  really  of  the  very  first  importance  that  these  men  should  receive  their  punishment  In 
this  place,  both  that  these  people  mapr  be  terribly  warned  in  future  ap^inst  pursuing  a  law- 
toss  course  of  life  or  interfering  with  foreigners ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  to  learn  that  the 
foreign  office  may  be  just  enough  to  concede  this  point,  and  forward  orders  to  such  effsct 
without  loss  of  time. 

Regarding  the  claim  for  2,000  taels  as  indemnity  to  those  who  have  suffered  severely  in 
pain,  expense,  and  loss  of  time,  the  fiseling  here  is  general  that  the  amount  named  is  too 
little. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  men  who  accom- 
panied me  on  the  day  when  the  houses  were  demolished  was  accidentally  shot  by  the  dis- 
charge of 
Although  1 

amounts  t4  _ 

and  he  was  at  the  time  virtually  watching  American  lives  against  ambush  or  surprise. 

The  amount  claimed,  2,000  taels,  I  wish  to  divide  among  the  poor  fellows  who  have  suf- 
fered, proportionably  to  their  wounds  and  position  in  life,  and  am  confident  that  unless  I  am 
able  to  gain  this  simple  act  of  justice  from  the  Chinese  I  cannot  again  ask  my  countrymen 
to  come  forward  on  a  similar  occasion.  Men  cannot  be  expected  to  risk  tlieir  lives  in  de- 
'  fence  of  the  American  flag  or  for  the  general  safety  of  the  community  if  they  are  to  be  left 
nncared  for  when  wounded;  and  if  all  these  occurrences  are  brought  about  through  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  Chinese  they  should  be  made  to  pay. 

It  has  been  my  desire  when  writing  complaints  against  the  authorities  of  this  place  to 
conclude  with  the  suggestion  of  a  remedy,  according  to  my  iust  judgment,  and  now  that  I 
am  familiar  with  the  local  circumstances,  I  am  coi^dent  the  following  arrangements  are 
imperatively  necessary  toward  the  better  government  and  consequent  improvement  of  trade 
at  this  port : 

First,  the  establishment  of  an  officer  who  wUl  reside  permanently  at  Yingtsi,  who  will  ex- 
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erdse  judicial  powers,  more  espeeiallj  in  all  maliere  Telatini^  to  fore^paefs,  OTer  the  inhabil* 
ants  of  this  town  and  those  of  the  neighborhood  within  a  e&nit  of  twenty  miles,  and  who 
will  be  the  equal  in  rank  o(  the  treaty  eonsnls. 

Second,  the  retention  here  of  500  disciplined  troops,  who  will  be  directly  nnder  the  orders 
of  the  officer  above  referred  to. 

Third,  the  determined  suppression  of  the  sword-racks,  or  arowedly  lawless  classes.  The 
leaders,  some  ten  in  number,  could  easily  be  arrested,  and  the  fire-arms  of  the  various  gangs, 
which  are  stored  in  the  houses  of  the  former,  could  without  difficulty  be  seiaed  by  the  troops 
now  stationed  here,  and  the  capture  of  their  chiefs,  the  loss  of  their  arms,  and  the  knowl- 
edge that  any  attempt  <m  their  part  to  revert  to  their  habits  of  exertion  and  cruelty  moat 
entail  prompt  and  severe  pnnishment  would  efiectually  prevent  the  subordinates  from  pur* 
suing  such  a  course.  To  arrive  at  this  last  result,  all  that  is  required  is  the  display  by  the 
government  of  a  little  moral  courage.  The  sword-rack  organization,  recently,  has  bec^  as- 
suming more  formidable  proportions ;  butm  previous  vears  the  local  authorities  could  al 
least  {uead  the  absence  of^  all  means  of  suppression  Now,  this  excuse  is  no  longer  avail- 
able, and  if,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of  what  there  is  every  reason  for  believinff  to  be 
an  orderly  and  well-led  body  of  soldiers,  ruffians  who  liave  been  repeatedly  guilty  of  mur- 
der, and  of  murder  aggravated  by  the  most  hideous  cruelty,  are  still  able  to  carry  on  their 
outrages,  to  parade  as  toey  do  at  the  present  day  th9  streets  as  well  clad  as  the  wealthiest 
merchants,  to  boast  of  the  dread  they  generally  inspire,  and  of  the  influence  they  exercise 
over  officials  of  high  rank,  his  imperial  Majes^*s  representatives  at  this  pert  need  not  be 
surprised  if  they  are  accused  of  complicitv  in  the  crimes  of  these  men.  The  innovations 
now  proposed  would  unquestionably  result  in  a  reduction  of  expenditure.  The  incoming 
of  the  superintendent  of  customs  would  well  suffice  for  the  ofiocer  whose  appointment  is 
soggestea,  and  who  might  unite  in  himself  the  two  functions,  while,  were  the  sword-raeks 
suppressed,  there  is  gocKl  reason  for  believing  that  at  least  two*thirds  of  the  S0,000  taels  an- 
nnally  required  for  Sie  maintenance  of  the  disciplined  garrison  would  be  willingly  provided 
bv  the  shopkeepers,  merchants,  and  owners  of  warehouses,  who  now  suffer  not  only  pecu- 
niarily, but  sometimes  in  their  family  honor,  and  not  unfirequently  in  person,  from  the 
daring  of  these  bands. 

As  the  bearer,  the  steamer  Japan,  foes  directly  to  Tientsin,  I  am  glad  to  thiidL  tliis  will 
reach  Peking  in  four  days,  and  trustmg,  sir,  you  approve  of  my  suggestions  that  the  foreign 
office  shoulatransmit  orders  to  the  local  mandarins  nere  to  the  effect  that  the  Chin  fanmj 
shall  pay  an  indemnitv  of  2,000  taels,  and  that  the  men  convicted  of  the  deadlv  assault  on 
mvself  and  others  shsJl  receive  punishment  at  this- port,  I  shall  feel  extremely  obliged  if  you 
Will  forwafd  your  renly  and  advice  as  soon  as  possible,  per  courier,  overland,  that  it  may 
leach  me  in  about  sixteen  days  from  date,  whicn  is  as  long,  I  fear»  as  I  can  persuade  Cap- 
tain Townsend  to  remain  at  this  port. 

I  earnestly  trust,  also,  thai  his  imperial  Bfajesty*s  government  may  see  the  force  of  nir 
proposed  arrangements  toward  the  better  government,  and  consequent  improvement  of  trade 
nere,  as  I  am  certain  no  other  plan  will  ever  make  this  a  safe  place  of  residence  <a  elbct- 
ually  improve  the  commerce  of  the  port,  which  is  now  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  P.  KNIGHT, 

UnU§d  8UU9  Vtct-Connti. 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Wiluams, 

Chargi  d'Affaiin$  of  the  UniUd  8tMie$,  PMmg, 


Mr.  Knight  to  Ching  U  aL 

Consulate  of  the  Uriteo  States, 

Nimekwang,  July  6, 1806. 

Sirs:  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  nresent  during  the  trial  of  Chin  Hi-Shing  and  seven 
others,  who  were  arrested  as  implicatea  in  a  deadly  assault  on  myself  on  two  occasions,  on 
the  31  St  of  March,  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  great  fairness,  forbearance, 
and  justice  displayed  throughout ;  and  1  now  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  serious  care  ana 
attention  you  have  bestowed  during  the  investigation,  and  for  a  sealed  copy  of  the  evidoice 
adduced. 

While  I  have  been  desirous  that  the  Chin  band  should  be  brought  to  deserved  punishment 
in  a  body  for  the  insult  offered  to  the  United  States  government  in  the  murderous  attack 
made  on  its  representative,  I  feel  that  I  am  but  doine  my  duty  in  demanding  that  they  should 
also  suffer  in  estate,  and  in  advancing  the  claim  for  oamages  against  them  of  my  countrvmen 
and  oUiers,  whom  thev  wilfully  wounded  and  prevented  for  a  tune  gaining  their  livelihood. 
There  were  seven,  including  myself,  of  my  party  wounded,  but  danums  are  only  claimed  for 
five,  who,  besides  suffering  fi^eat  pain,  were  incapacitated  for  work  for  upwards  of  a  month* 
during  their  busiest  season*  They  complain  that  their  season's  prospects  have  greatly  suffered. 
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and  call  npan  me  to  Mstot  them.    I  have  earefiiny  eoneidered  their  seyeral  claims,  and  after 
reducing  as  mnch  as  poseible,  find  that  it  will  require  1,500  taela  to  justly  satisfy  them. 

In  mj  despatch  of  the  21st  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  request  the  arrest  of  three  noted 
Kwot^-nek  ruffians,  known  as  Hu  Tai,  Hu  Lau-san,  and  m  Lau-ss,  charg^ng^  them  with 
being  accessories  before  the  fact  to  the  assault  on  me  and  others.  During  the  interview  at  my 
kouse  on  the  20th  Captain  Townsend  informed  the  eommiaaioners  and  district  magistrates 
that  he  had  waited  a  long  time  for  the  imperial  authorities  to  mete  out  justice  m  this  case^ 
and  that  after  waiting  a  few  days  longer  for  them  to  make  arrests,  ha  should  feel  that  they 
were  powerless  against  the  sword-racks,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  arrest  them  himself  in 
erder  to  trial. 

After  three  days,  Tuh.alid  others  informed  me  that  no  arrests  had  been  made,  and  that  tba 
difficulties  were  so  great  that  Wu,  the  district  magistrate  of  Kai-chau,  whose  duty  it  was, 
bad  become  crasy.  This  was  thoucht  sufficient,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  ultim# 
Captain  Townsend  ordered  a  body  of  men  and  officers  to  be  landed  from  the  United  Statef 
steamer  Wachusett,  who  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  Hu  family  and  anested  Hu  Lan«ss 
and  twenty-one  others.  A  large  number  of  wei^ns  found  on  the  premises  were  also  taken, 
but  nothing  else  was  molested. 

Although  Hu  Tai  and  Hu  Lau-san  are  yet  at  large,  the  twenty-one  followers  of  the  Hua  . 
have  been  released  to  you  at  your  earnest  request  and  promise  that  they  should  be  kept  in 
safe  confinement  until  some  inyestigation  had  taken  place.  Since  then,  at  a  number  of  inter- 
▼iews,  Tou  have  urged  that  Hu  Lau-sa  (a  broker  of  Hu  Lau-san  and  father  of  Hu  Tai)  be 
also  delivered  to  you.  It  has  been  my  opinion,  as  well  as  Captain  Townsend's,  that  it  would 
be  impolitic  to  accede  to  this  request ;  for  we  think  that  the  sword-rack  organisation  would, 
with  arms  superior  to  your  own,  soon  e£feet  his  escape.  The  lawless  influence  exercised  over 
this  region  by  these  bands  has  been  often  represented  to  you  and  at  Peking ;  and  the  lata 
occurrences  render  it  necessary  that  at  last  other  measiires  dbould  be  adoptM  to  secure  for- 
ttgners  from  insult,  in  accordance  with  treaty  stipuli^ons. 

Although  your  will  is  good  in  this  matter,  I  am  nearly  sure  that  you  have  not  the  power 
to  proceed  against  them ;  and  the  governor  general  has  refused  to  let  Pan  and  his  troops  aid 
in  preserving  the  peace  and  executing  the  laws,  so  that  I  feel  that  we  are  as  unprotected  as 
ever.  Mev^theless,  since  you  represent  to  me  that  if  I  take  Hu  Lau-sz  to  Pekiuf  for  trial 
you  will  severally  and  jointly  sufier  in  position,  I  have,  after  earnest  reflection  and  consult* 
ation,  decided  to  depart  from  my  first  intention,  only  under  the  following  understanding  t 

1.  That  I  shall  reomve  a  despatch  from  yourselves,  bearing  the  seals  of  the  collector  of 
customs,  and  of  the  four  local  authorities,  statins  that  you  are  strong  enough  to  hold  this 
Hu  Lau-sa  from  any  attempts  on  the  part  of  his  band,  and  will  retain  him  in  priison  until 
your  superiors  at  Peking,  in  conjunction  with  the  United  States  minister,  shall  nave  given 
you  instructions  in  the  matter. 

2.  That  ^ou  will  arrest  the  sword*  racks  Hu  Lau-san  and  Hu  Tai,  with  a  view  to  their  trial 
as  accessones  before  the  fact  in  the  assault  on  me ;  and  to  eventually  disperse  these  bands 
of  men  who  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

3.  That  Pan,  the  colonel  in  command  of  the  imperial  troops,  has  consented  to  render  all 
necessary  assistance  towards  the  safety  of  Hu  Lau-sa ;  arrsst  of  the  other  Hus ;  and  general 
protection  and  quietude  of  this  port. 

4.  That  the  sum  of  1,500  taels  shall  be  deposited  in  my  hands  as  damages  in  ftivor  of  those 
who  were  wounded,  to  remain  undistributed  by  me  until  the  amount  is  approved  by  the 
foreign  office,  and  the  United  States  minister  at  Peking. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say,  that  this  is  my  final  decision  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
prisoner  Hu  Lau-sa ;  and  as  I  shall  sail  to-morrow  in  the  Wachusett  for  Peking,  I  trust  that 
vou  will  have  fully  determined  upon  your  course,  that  all  may  be  satis&ctorily  settled  at  the 
mterview  this  afkemoon. 

The  present  moment  does  not  admit  of  arguments  setting  forth  treaty  stipulations,  but  the 
exigencies  of  the  case  have  often  been  ezpliuned  to  you  by  Captain  Townsend  and  myself; 
and  in  case  I  am  obliged  to  refer  to  Peking,  the  same  fiicts  shall  be  represented  there  firom 
the  different  legations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  P.  KNIGHT, 
UniUd  States  Viee-ContuL 
To  Chino,  HtM  Imperial  Maje$ty*s  ColUetor  of  Cu$Um$ ; 
TUH  and  KUEI,  Special  Commissionen  ; 
Wu  and  Yu,  Distria  Magi$traU$,  with 
TSAI  and  KWOH,  Conmandants  cf  Kai<hau  and  Nimehtamg. 


E. 

Mr.  WilUami  t»  Prinee  Kmmg, 

Legation  of  thi  UlnTED  States, 

Peking,  /a/y  19,  1808. 
Sir:  On  the  25th  of  May  last  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Imperial  highness's  despatek 
in  wluch  you  informed  me  that  you  had  directed  some  efficient  omoen  to  go  to  Yingtd,  and 
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there  investigate  and  settle  the  afiRi^  of  the  Ajnerican  consul ;  to  which  I  replied  on  the  1st 
ultimo.  I  have  now  to  acknowledge  a  note  from  the  foreign  office  of  the  16th  instant,  in 
which  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Knight,  in  arresting  twenty-two  men  bj  means  of  foreign 
soldiers,  ana  taking  tnem  to  the  man-of-war,  are  referred  to«  with  the  request  that  he  may  be 
directed  to  deliver  them  over  to  the  authorities,  &^ 

I  have  recently  received  the  following  report  respecting  these  events  from  the  United  StAtea 
consul  at  Niuchwang : 

*'0n  the  23d  of  June  I  attended,  with  Captain  Townsend,  of  the  Wachusett,  at  the  court, 
where  Ching,  the  collector  of  the  port,  and  Yuh  and  Kuei,  the  special  deputies,  were  assem- 
bled, with  the  local  authorities,  to  try  the  case,  at  which  time  my  servant  Chang,  and  seven 
men  in  all,  of  the  Chin  family,  were  examined.  The  fiflv  or  sixty  marines  present  were 
there  by  the  consent  of  the  officers  as  spectators,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  occasion.  The  man 
Chang  was  first  tried,  and  it  was  proved  that  he  had  not  stirred  up  the  ouarrel  to  get  back 
the  borrowed  fur  coat,  and  then  led  on  the  consul  to  attack  the  house,  as  he  nad  been  accused ; 
but  five  of  the  other  prisoners  directlv  confessed  that  tbev  had  fired  on  the  consul  and  other 
foreigners  in  the  open  street,  on  the  31st  of  March,  who  had  given  them  no  provocation.  It 
was  also  generally  known  that  Chin  Hi  Shing  and  his  fellows  were  sent  out  on  this  business 
and  supplied  with  arms  to  fire  on  the  foreigners  by  one  Hu,  who  is  a  leader  of  the  sword-racks. 
The  officials  were  quite  willing  that  he  and  his  bands  should  be  arrested;  but  they  said  that 
thev  were  afraid  that  they  had  not  force  enough  to  do  it.  Two  or  three  days  having  passed 
and  no  arrests  having  been  made,  it  was  deemed  best  by  Captain  Townsend  to  do  it,  as  the 
last  clause  of  article  eleven  of  the  treaty  permits  arrests  in  order  to  trial  to  be  made  either  by 
the  officers  of  China  or  of  the  United  States. 

*' During  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June  he  accordingly  arrested  Hu  and  others,  twentv-two 
men  in  all,  and  took  them  on  board  ship,  and  immediately  informed  the  authorities  that  he 
was  ready  to  hand  them  over  for  trial,  and  to  deliver  up  all  the  arms  and  guns  he  had  seised 
in  their  house.  In  a  few  days  he  did  send  twenty-one  of  the  prisoners  and  the  weapons  to 
the  officials,  who  were  to  examine  and  try  the  men,  but  he  still  retained  the  leader,  named 
Hu-SE,  on  board  ship.  About  the  time  that  the  Wachusett  was  to  sail  Captain  Townsend 
and  myself  agreed  upon  the  following  heads  with  the  collector  of  the  port  and  the  deputiee, 
as  the  basis  on  which  the  trial  and  arrests  should  be  settled :  1st,  that  the  leader,  Hu-sz, 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  local  authorities,  who  engaged  that  he  should  not  escape  from 
their  hands ;  2d,  they  aCTeed  further  to  arrest  the  two  other  leaders  of  the  sword-racks,  named 
Hu  Tai  and  Hu  Wu  ;  3d,  that  as  it  bad  been  proved  on  trial  that  four  foreigners  had  been 
wounded  in  the  attack,  t:ne  of  whom  had  had  nis  leg  amputated,  it  was  agr^  that  a  com- 
pensation of  1,500  taels  should  be  given  them.  All  the  local  authorities  have  agreed  to  these 
points.** 

From  the  preceding  statement  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  collector,  Ching,  and  the 
deputed  officers,  Yuh  and  Kuei,  have  examined  and  decided  this  case  in  an  equitable  and 
just  manner.  The  prisoner  Chin  Hi  Shing  and  his  four  accomplices  have  confessed  thai 
they  fired  at  the  foreigners,  who  had  given  them  no  provocation,  with  the  intention  to  kill 
them ;  and  as  the  matter  has  been  unravelled  and  sifted  to  the  bottom,  it  only  remains  that 
they  all  be  summarily  punished  according  to  law. 

As  to  the  compensation  of  1,500  taels  which  the  officials  agreed  should  be  paid  to  the 
wounded  men,  it  will  be  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  precedent  recently  given  at  New 
Chwang  in  the  case  of  a  British  subject,  who  was  fined  500  taels  for  accidentally  wounding  a 
Chinese ;  and  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  it  be  immediately  paid  to  them  and  the  casa 
settled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  imperial  Majesty's  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kung,  ^c,  Sfc,  8fc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Willianu. 

No.  36.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  2l8t  of  May* 
No.  33. 

In  connection  with  that  paper  jou  have  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  passea  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Knight,  United  States 
consul  at  Niuchwang. 

I  learn  from  this  correspondence  that  the  port  of  Niuchwang  is  infested 
with  a  band  of  mounted  robbers,  whose  depredations,  defiant  of  imperial  authority, 
are  neither  prevented  nor  suppressed  by  law.    It  appears  that  Mr.  Knight  was 
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lately  violently  assanlted  by  some  of  the  brigands,  and  that  he  escaped  only  with 
great  peril.  It  also  appears  that  although  the  Ohineae  government  seems  dis- 
posed to  act  in  good  faith,  the  system  of  its  police  in  the  region  referred  to 
18  so  defective  as  to  leave  the  lives  not  only  of  the  Chinese,  but  also  of  those 
who  are  strangers,  in  that  place  exposed. 

It  appears,  also,  that  before  your  letter  was  written,  Admiral  Bell  sent  a  war 
steamer,  the  Wachusett,  Captain  Townsend,  to  that  port,  with  a  view  to  quiet  the 
causes  of  apprehension,  and  that  his  report  has  not  yet  been  received. 

In  this  emergency  Mr.  Knight  has  applied  to  you  for  a  small  supply  of  large 
and  small  fire-arms  to  be  deposited  in  the  consulate,  and  used,  if  necessary,  for 
his  defence. 

You  have  referred  that  request  to  this  department  I  am  of  opinion,  first, 
that  you  ought  to  address  a  spirited  protest  upon  the  subject  to  the  imperial 
government,  and  ask  for  its  prompt  attention  to  the  duty  of  suppressing  the 
robberies  complained  of.  Second,  that  you  confer  fully  upon  the  subject  with 
the  commanders  of  the  United  States  naval  forces,  and  call  their  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  visiting  as  frequently  as  possible  the  port  of  Niuchwang,  and 
enforcing  by  proper  demonstration  the  attention  of  the  Chinese  local  authorities 
to  the  grievances  of  which  Mr.  Knight  complains .  Third,  if  in  your  judgment  the 
dangers  described  have  not  already  ceased,  you  will  procure  and  furnish,  or  will 
direct  the  consul,  Mr.  Knight,  to  procure  such  small  supply  of  muskets  and 
pistols  as  shall  be  thought  adequate  to  the  protection  of  the  consulate. 

You  will  take  an  inventory  of  the  arms  thus  furnished,  and  will  hold  the 
consul  at  Niuchwang  responsible  for  their  safe-keeping,  and  return  to  the  lega- 
tion when  the  necessity  for  their  use  shall  have  passed  by.  They  will  then  be 
sold  by  your  direction  or  retained  in  the  legation,  as  you  shall  think  expedient. 
You  will  send  a  copy  of  the  invoice  before  mentioned  to  this  department,  and 
will  charge  the  cost  of  the  weapons,  and  their  transmission,  to  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  legation. 

The  letter  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Davenport  upon  this  subject  (a  copy 
of  which  is  annexed  to  your  despatch)  is  approved. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ic. 


Mr,  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  40.]  Lboatio.n  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  Augutt  18,  1866. 
SiE:  When  Mr.  Knight,  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Niuchwang,  reached, 
this  city  on  the  17  th  ultimo,  he  visited  all  the  foreign  ministers  in  order  to  ex- 
plain to  each  of  them  personally  the  condition  of  affairs  there,  and  the  importance 
of  securing  protection  for  life  and  property  from  the  bands  of  lawless  ruffians 
who  kept  the  country  in  terror,  and  had  been  implicated  in  the  attack  on  him. 
They  were  gratific  d  to  have  the  clear  account  which  he  was  able  to  give  them. 
Taking  for  my  guide  the  propositions  in  Mr.  Knight's  report  given  in  my  last 
despatch,  I  drew  up  the  letter  to  Prince  Kung,  (enclosure  A,)  which  my  col- 
leagues agreed  to  address  to  him  separately,  and  send  to  him  on  the  same  day. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  directed  his  secretary  of  legation,  Mr.  Wade, 
to  join  me,  as  his  deputy,  in  a  visit  to  Wansiang,  to  whom  the  whole  subject 
was  presented  in  the  clearest  manner.  Mr.  Knight  accompanied  us,  and  de- 
scribed the  attack  on  himself,  and  consequent  proceedings  of  the  officials,  and 
proved  theu*  utter  inability  to  resist  the  depredations  and  insolence^f  the  sword- 
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I  hare  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  eopj  of  the  prince's  reply,  (endosnre  B,) 
and  I  was  told  to-day  4hat  a  body  of  Avq  hundred  foreign  armed  and  drilled 
troops  have  been  sent  to  Tingtsi,  in  accordance  with  its  recommendations 

Tnere  is  one  featore  of  this  affsur  at  Ninchwane  which  has  not  been  at  all 
apparent  at  any  other  port,  viz:  the  planning  of  a  deliberate  attack  on  foreigners 
by  native  banditti,  showing  that  they  were  conscious  of  the  inability  of  their 
rulers  to  punish  them  for  any  assault  they  might  make.  The  people  have  borne 
their  exactions  as  best  they  could,  and  with  surprising  patience,  but  things  there 
have  reached  such  a  pass,  that  the  authorities  are  now  likelv  to  adopt  measures 
to  repress  these  ruffians,  and  our  united  representations  will  stimulate  them. 

Tne  foreigners  at  Tingtsi  habitually  carnr  arms,  which  is  unnecessarv  any* 
where  else  in  Ohina,  and  the  result  of  this  first  attack  by  the  sword-racks  will 
not  encourage  them  to  repeat  it,  while  the  ease  with  which  Commander  Town- 
eend's  party  arrested  a  number  of  them  will  deepen  the  impression.  The  arrival 
of  the  Wachusett  was  most  opportune,  and  the  terrified  people  showed  their 
aense  of  the  security  she  gave  oy  relanding  their  goods  and  reopening  their 
shops.  Since  she  sailed  no  indications  of  an  intention  to  revenge  the  death  of 
the  men  who  were  killed  have  appeared,  and  the  Chin  criminals  are  still  in  prison. 
The  military  have  alao  destroyed  some  houses  belonging  to  the  orffanization» 
which  promises  more  active  measures  against  it,  and  I  understana  that  the 
English  admiral  will  send  a  gunboat  to  winter  there,  to  give  additional  security 
to  the  settlement,  which  contains  altogether  about  seventy  people. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be»  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d* Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  WaiktMgUm,  D.  C. 


Mr,  WUliMMg  to  Prince  Kung, 

Lgoatiom  op  the  UmTED  Statis, 

8iR:  Tlie  United  States  consul  at  the  port  of  Niuchwanip  has  recently  informed  me  that, 
in  oonfleqpenoe  of  the  Uwless  proceedings  of  bands  of  armed  men,  having  their  headquarten 
in  Yingtsi,  who  have  attacked  foreignerB  and  committed  so  many  acts  of  yiolence  that  life 
and  propert J  of  all  dasses  are  unsafe,  and  the  commerce  of  the  port  paralyzed,  it  is  imperative 
Co  take  measures  to  remedy  these  evils  and  restore  conBdenoe  to  the  inhabitants,  &c.,  Ac 

Tour  imperial  highness  is  already  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  armed  hands,  but  their 
depredations  have  reached  so  mat  a  height  that  delay  is  no  longer  possible.  The  oircufli- 
stances  are  so  imminent  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  propose  some  plans  which,  if  adopted,  will 
do  much  to  re-establish  order  and  secnue  peace. 

,  1.  An  olioer  of  rank  equal  to  a  prefisct  sboold  be  appointed  to  leside  at  Tingtsi,  with  dril 
jorisdiction,  who  can  manage  all  matters  relating  to  toteigners  aad  have  control  over  the 
countrv  for  at  least  thirty  miles  around  diat  town. 

2.  lie  should  have  the  control  of  at  least  five  hundred  foreign  armed,  disciplined  troops 
to  sappress  these  bands  of  lawless  men,  who  now  infest  the  town  and  adjacent  country,  and 
bring  tlMir  leader  to  pnnishmeDt,  and  also  to  idse  the  fire-armt  which  they  have  stored  up 
to  Mipply  tlie  men  under  their  control 

3.  The  people  should  be  forbidden  to  carry  swords  and  arms  when  they  go  abroad.  They 
have  been  obfiged  to  do  so  by  the  lawlessness  of  the  ruffians,  but  it  tempts  to  acts  of  violence 
and  causes  geiMral  suspicion  and  alarm. 

If  these  steps  are  immediately  taken  the  Inereaaed  revenue  of  the  port  derived  fnm  the 

rt  of  the  imperial  government,  and  reston 
ompel  foreign  nations  to  do  something  to 
btain  that  security  which  his  imperial  Bl!ajesty  is,  by  treaty,  required  to  maintain. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  imperial  hjgfaneas's  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLLLUB. 
Hif  Imperial  Highness  Pbjhce  Kwq,  Sfc^  Sfc^  Sfe^ 


larger  trade  will  soon  defti^  the  outlav  on  the  part  of  \ 
<miet  to  all  that  region ;  but  a  longer  delay  will  compel 
obtain  that  security  which  his  imi^al  Majesty  is,  by  t 

is*s  obedient  servan 
S.  WELLI 

/Googk 
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Primee  Ktmg  to  Mr.  fPUliamt. 
[Translation.] 
JuLT  27,  1866,  (Tuvocni  5tA  jfear,  6th  moon,  iGtk  iaj^,) 

Prince  KuTfO,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  ioreisn  affiiirs,  herewith  sends  a  repbr: 

I  have  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  c?  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  20th  in- 
slant,  in  which  yoniafonn  me  respsctinff  the  distarbed  state  of  Niuchwaag  and  propose  threa 
plans  for  remedying  the  present  eyils,  JLc,  4k^ 

In  reply  to  this  ^spatch  it  may  he  stated  that,  as  the  affairs  growing  out  of  the  interconrse 
between  natiyes  and  foreigners  Hying  at  Ninchwang  or  Yingtsi,  in  the  districts  of  Hatching 
and  Kaiping,  in  the  proymoe  of  I4antnng,  were  becoming  yery  tooablesome — for  althon^h 
these  two  distriots  are  near  each  other  and  inyoWed  in  the  same  eyents,  they  are  still 
nnder  different  anUioritiefr— I  memorialized  the  Throne  last  year  and  obtained  permission  to 
haye  sufficient  powers  granted  to  the  collector  of  customs  of  theieastem  district  that  he  might 
consult  with  the  local  authorities  of  those  districts  and  attend  to  and  settle  all  complaints  of 
robbery  and  loss  of  Hie,  <»r  litigation,  and  all  cases  arising  out  of  the  foreign  traie. 

Tour  other  proposition  to  send  drilled  troops  to  Niuchwang  has  already  oeen  under  earefui 
consideration,  but  the  matter  shall  again  reoeiye  careful  deuberation  as  to  how  the  driUbd 
troops  may  be  increased  in  those  nlaces. 

As  to  the  other  proposal  in  the  oespatch  under  reply,  that  fuller  measures  should  be  taken 
to  repress  and  punisn  breaches  of  we  peace  in  those  districts,  I  haye  accordingly  now  sent 
particular  orders  to  Uie  local  authorities  to  join  with  the  collector  of  customs  and  giye  their 
earnest,  undiyided  efforts  to  carry  out  all  proper  means,  and  not  to  stop  till  the  brigands  and 
robbers  are  exterminated.  I  haye  enjoineo  them  not  to  begin  yigorously,  then  end  uegligontly, 
but  so  to  act  that  my  plans  of  protecting  and  guarding  the  people  of  those  districts  shall  ba 
effsctual ;  and  your  excellency's  clear  and  wise  suggestions  to  tbe  same  end  shall  be  perfected. 

The  foreign  office  will  deyise  immediate  measures  to  preserre  the  peace  in  those  quarters^ 
and  also  to  appoint  suitable  officers  to  goyem  them,  with  due  regard  to  the  efficient  protection 
of  eyery  interest ;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  informing  you  of  what  has  been  done  that  tha 
present  reply  is  now  sent. 

His  Excelleney  S.  Wells  Williams, 

UmtU  8tmte$  CUrgi  d*Affmrt», 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burlingame* 

No.  170.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Stati, 

Waskitigtan,  August  21, 1866* 

Sir  :  I  hare  to  adcnowl^dge  the  reodpt  of  Mr.  WiUiams's  despatch  of  the  3d 
of  April  last,  No.  27,  relative  to  the  Coolie  trade,  and  to  the  reeeption  of  coDSolar 
officers  from  China. 

After  an  attentiye  consideration  of  these  8nbjects»  I  bare  to  say,  with  regaird 
to  the  first,  that  while  we  have  ]Mrohibited  the  Coolie  trade,  onr  act  does  not 
define  who  or  what  aie  Coolies;  it,  howoTer,  expresrij  excepts  from  its  inhibi- 
tion and  penalties  the  free  and  voluntary  emigration  of  any  Chinese  subject,  or 
any  vessel  carrying  such  piersons  as  passengers,  provided  that  a  permit  or  certifi- 
cate be  signed  by  the  United  States  consul,  setting  forth  the  &ct  of  his  voluntary 
emigration,  which  doonment  should  not  be  given  nntil  the  eonsnl  shall  be  satis- , 
fied  by  prcqmr  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  £«ts  therein  contah^.  The  regnla* 
tions  prescribed  by  the  Chinese,  French,  and  English  goveramtoits  are  weU 
calculated  to  test  the  feet  that  such  emigration  is  free  and  voluntary.  The 
Chinese  government  has  a  right  to  prescribe  such  regulations^  and  you  wHl, 
therefore,  cause  instructions  to  be  given  to  our  otesnlar  oflfeers  in  China  requir- 
ing them  to  ascertain  that  these  regulations  have  been  complied  with,  before 
they  grant  permits  or  certificates  to  American  shipmasters  to  embark  emigrants. 

With  regard  to  the  reception  of  Chinese  consuls  by  this  government,  I  find 
no  statute  assuming  to  confer  or  to  regtdate  the  power  of  receiving  and  reootf* 
nising  the  consular  offieers  of  foreign  states,  nor  do  I  perceive  any  legal  obstacle 
to  the  reception  and  reeognition  of  consuls  firom  China  by  Ike  Umted  States 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Anson  Bulinoamb,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  "^  . 


558  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONOENCfi. 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 
No.  119.]  Shanghai,  September  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  iDfonn  you  that,  with  my  family,  I  this  day  arrived 
in  China,  and  have  entered  npon  the  active  daties  of  my  office. 

In  California,  while  waiting  for  the  Swallow,  a  hark  of  two  hundred  and 
.  fifty  tons,  to  be  made  fit  for  a  voyage  across  the  Pacific,  I  did  what  I  could  to 
awaken  an  interest  in  the  trade  of  the  easU  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that, 
with  the  Pacific  mall  steamers,  there  will  go  out  influences  by  which  the  current 
of  exchanges  may  be  largely  and  immediately  directed  toward  and  through  the 
United  States. 

He  Ha  :|t  <  *  •  *  * 

In  Japan  I  visited  the  Gorogio,  with  my  esteemed  colleague,  General  Van 
Valkenburgh. 

Rear- Admiral  Bell,  commanding  the  East  India  squadron,  was  so  kind  as  to 
take  us  from  Yokohama  to  Yedo,  in  the  famous  ship  Hartford,  accompanied  by 
the  Wyoming  and  Wachusett.  He  also  landed  a  company  of  marines,  who 
escorted  us  to  the  United  States  legation.  He  subsequently,  as  one  of  the  gen- 
eral's suite,  joined  in  the  visit  to  the  Gorogio  I  saw  during  the  interview  that 
the  Japanese  were  pleased  with  this  demonstration  of  force  by  us  in  the  Japan 
waters.  They  were  pleased  also  to  see  a  minister  from  the  United  States,  and, 
above  all,  one  who  had  actually  sei'ved  his  country  in  the  late  war. 

The  Tycoon's  government,  which  is  the  central  one,  is  at  war  with  the  great 
prince  or  daimio  Choshu,  who  is  so  far  successflil  as  to  cause  a  great  deal  of 
uneasiness. 

While  in  Japan  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conferring  with  United  States  Admiral 
Bell  and  the  British  Admiral  King,  with  a  view  of  concerting  measures  for  the 
destruction  of  pirates  in  the  east,  and  was  pleased  to  find  those  distinguished 
officers  prepared  to  act  promptly  and  in  harmony. 

Between  Japan  and  China  we  experienced,  on  board  of  the  French  steamer 
Duplex,  the  severest  "typhoon"  known  in  the  eastern  seas  for  years.  The 
barometer  fell  to  28.01,  and  we  were  only  saved  by  the  skill  of  Captain  Noel 
and  one  or  two  of  his  officers. 

In  China  I  find  affiurs  a  little  more  hopeful  than  formerly.  Merchants  are 
recovering  from  the  severe  financial  crisis  experienced  throughout  the  east. 

Prince  Kung  is  in  his  former  position.  Our  true  friends  Wensiang  and  Tung 
have  both  been  promoted,  one  to  the  presidency  of  the  board  of  office,  the  other 
to  that  of  war.  Chinelum  and  Hangki  have  also  received  additional  titles* 
There  has  been  added  to  the  Foreign  Office  Fan,  a  gentleman  who  in  the  last 
reign  was  degraded  for  writing  a  geography  favorable  to  foreigners.  He  is  now 
promoted  for  the  same  cause.  Altogether  the  indications  are  that  the  Foreign 
\  Office  is  acquiring  a  greater  influence  in  the  afiaiis  of  the  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUJILINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  WoihingUmt  D,  C. 


Mr.  Wiliiaffu  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  43.]  Lbgation  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbb, 

Peking,  October  1,  1866. 

SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  short  correspondence  (marked  A, 
B,  and  C,)  relating  to  the  erection  of  light-houses  along  the  coast  of  China, 
which  I  commend  to  your  notice.  The  subject  has  been  often  brought  before 
this  govenment  since  the  treaties  were  signed,  but  hitherto  without  any  noticeable 
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results,  owiDg  partly  to  the  demand  for  every  resource  to  put  down  the  rebellion, 
and  partly  to  the  drafts  ou  the  revenue  to  pay  the  indemnities  to  the  allied  powers. 
The  present  movement  is  due  a  good  deal  to  the  continued  representations  of 
Hr.  Hart,  the  inspector  general  of  customs ;  and  now  that  it  is  begun  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be  followed  up  with  vigor.  The  sum  of  36,000  taels 
(about  851,000)  has  been  set  aside  at  Shanghai  for  the  purchase  of  the  iron 
light-house  during  the  present  year,  and  it  will,  perhaps,  be  in  operation  before 
the  end  of  the  next  year. 

From  the  custom-house  reports  for  the  years  1864  and  1865,  it  appears  that 
the  income  from  tonnage  dues  at  thirteen  ports,  during  those  years,  was  301,152 
taels,  and  284,353  taels,  respectively ;  but  owing  to  the  feature  of  Chinese 
polity  which  requires  that  the  resources  of  each  province  be  appropriated  to 
the  expenses  of  that  province,  not  even  the  whole  of  this  small  sum  will  be 
available  for  beacons  at  those  points  where  they  are  most  needed.  A  portion  of 
it  is  already  used  in  maintaining  a  few  light-ships  and  beacons;  but  the  proposi- 
tion has  already  been  made  to  the  government  to  apply  the  revenue  from  the 
tonnage  dues  wherever  most  needed  for  lights,  under  t|;ie  direction  of  the  in- 
spector general,  and  will,  I  think,  be  adopted. 

The  inertness  of  this  government  to  originate  or  accept  any  improvements 
seems  to  be  giving  way  before  the  advancing  pressure  of  western  ideas,  and 
the  officials  see  that  they  must  do  something  to  meet  them.  A  movement  of  the 
present  sort  is,  therefore,  indicative  of  more  than  it  exhibits  on  the  surface,  and 
before  the  people  can  derive  much  benefit  &om  many  material  improvements  which 
occidentals  can  offer  them,  their  government  must  make  a  beginning,  that  the 
subjects  may  see  how  to  use  them.  The  erection  of  light-houses,  &c.,  being 
provided  for  in  the  treaties,  can  be  urged  upon  them  with  great  force  as  soon 
bringing  their  own  advantages,  and  when  the  beneficial  results  are  seen,  it  will 
serve  as  a  fulcrum  for  urging  other  things.  It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I  regard 
this  step  as  highly  encouraging,  and  have  therefore  briefly  shown  its  bearings. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

Charge  d'Afaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


A. 
Priitce  Kung  to  Mr,  WtUiam$. 

[Translation.  ] 
October  5,  1866,  (Tungchi  Uh  year,  8lh  moon,  27 tk  day.) 

Prince  KUNO,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication  s 

On  the  25th  ultimo  I  received  the  following  report  from  Mr.  Fitzroy,  acting  inspector  gen- 
eral of  customs : 

**  During  the  month  of  May  last,  an  American  man-of-war  was  at!  Niachwang,  and  Mr. 
Macjpherson,  the  commissioner  of  customs,  knowing  that  there  were  many  very  dangerous 
eandoanks  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Liau,  consulted  with  her  commander  [how  to  indicate 
them.  ]  Two  good  ahd  eligible  positions  were  selected,  on  which  two  buoys  were  securely 
moored.  The  captain  also  made  a  careful  survey  of  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  drew  a 
chart  showing  how  a  vessel  must  lay  her  course  from  the  outer  buo^  to  the  inner  when  enter- 
ing the  river,  and  wrote  out  directions  respecting  the  marks  to  be  followed  when  passing  up 
or  down.  Afler  they  were  all  drawn  and  finished,  the  commissioner  of  customs  sent  me  a 
copy.  It  will  prove  to  be  a  great  and  lasting^  benefit  to  all  vessels  trading  to  that  port ;  and 
I  have  had  several  copies  of  tne  chart  and  sailing  directions  printed,  which  I  now  transmit 
to  the  foreign  office,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  distributed.*' 

It  appears  from  the  above  thac  the  entrance  to  the  river  Liau  had  not  been  previouslv  sur- 
reyed,  and  many  vessels  trading  to  Niuchwang  had  suffered  damage  in  consequence.  The  buovs 
now  moored  there  will,  therefore,  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  shipping.  A  copy  of  the 
chart  and  sailing  directions  are  herewith  enclosed  for  your  examination  and  use. 

Hon.  Envoy  8.  Wblls  Wilulams,  ^-^  , 

VniUd  8uue$  Ckargi  iP Affaires.  Digitized  by  GOOglC 
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B. 

Fniioe  KuHg  to  Mr.  WilUamM. 

LTranslation.] 

SBFTBHBOi  11,  1866,  (TUNttCHi  bik  ye«r,  Qth  moon,  3d  iitg,) 

Prince  Kfliro,  chief  secretMrr  of  etate  fm  foreign  affura,  herewith  makee  a  commanieation : 

According  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  Bupplementary  treaty,  it  is  provided  **that  the  high 
officer  appointed  to  saperintend  foreign  trade  shall  establish  and  distribute  lights,  baoys, 
beacons,  and  the  like,  nie  maintenance  of  which  shall  be  provided  for  ont  of  the  tonnage 
dues.*'  This  stipnlation  was  for  the  parpose  of  pointing  out  the  channel  to  the  merchantmen 
•8  thaj  went  in  and  out  of  the  ports,  so  that  thej  mig^ht  not  run  on  the  sandbanks  or 
get  into  other  dangers.  In  furtherance  of  this  excellent  object,  I  early  sent  orders  to  both  of 
tne  superintendents  of  commerce  for  the  northern  and  southern  ports,  to  instruct  the  commis- 
siouers  at  each  port  to  ascertain  the  capabilities  and  requirements  of  their  harbors  in  view  of 
a  speedy  erection  of  the  stractoies. 

fieports  have  been  received  from  Hankan  and  Kiukiang,  Ningpo,  Chifh,  and  Kiuchwaag^, 
together  with  Langshan  Crossing  and  Wuhu,  on  the  Yangtie  river,  for  which  places  esti- 
mates and  plans  for  their  successive  erection  have  been  submitted  and  agreed  to,  so  that 
it  is  thought  there  will  be4io  serious  obstacle  in  their  speedy  completion. 

Instructions  have  also  been  sent  to  Mr.  Fitzroy,  the  acting  inspector  general,  to  take 
measures  first  to  protect  the  most  dangerous  places  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yangtie  river,  br 
erecting  an  iron  lu^ht-house,  which  is  to  be  purchased  abroad.  It  is  confidently  expected, 
when  it  is  up  and  in  operation,  that  vessels  will  not  so  often  run  on  the  sands  in  that 
embouchure. 

To  those  other  ports  not  yet  provided  with  these  things,  orders  have  been  again  sent  to  the 
same  superintendents  of  commerce  to  urge  upon  their  subordinates  at  them  to  immediately 
make  the  necessary  estimates  for  erecting  what  mav  be  requisite  for  the  convenience  of  the 
shipping,  80  that  every  port  may  be  simifitrly  provided  with  whatever  shall  promote  the  safety 
of  vessels  going  in  and  out 

It  only  remains,  therefore,  when  issuing  these  orders,  to  apprise  your  ezoellency  of  what 
it  proposed,  which  is  the  special  object  of  this  communication. 

Hon.  Bnvoy  S.  Wells  Williams, 

UmiUd  SUUet  Charge  d'Affairci. 


Mr,  fViUiams  ta  PriMCo  Kmng. 

JJBQATIOM  OF  THS  UNITED  STATES, 

Peking,  October  10,  1866. 

But :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  highness's  despatch  of  the  I  Ith 
ultimo,  in  which  you  state  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  place  buoys,  erect  light-houses 
and  station  light-ships  at  the  several  open  ports,  in  order  to  lessen  the  danger  to  vessels  fre- 
quenting them  of  running  on  shore,  and  to  permanently  benefit  the  commerce  of  the  ports ; 
and  likewise  of  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  respecting  the  buoys  which 
had  been  placed  on  the  banks  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Liau,  whicn,  not  naving  been  hith« 
erto  surveyed,  had  often  proved  very  dangerous  to  vessels;  and  that  a  chart  had  been 
drawn  and  printed,  with  directions  to  show  tne  marks  a  ship  should  follow  in  her  course,  all 
of  whldi  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  shipping  resorting  to  Niuchwang. 

It  affords  me  ^^reat  pleasure  to  see  that  the  purport  of  both  these  communications  is  quite 
in  accordance  with  stipulations  in  all  the  treaties,  and  especialhr  with  the  design  of  article 
X  of  the  supplementary  treaty,  relating  to  the  improvement  of^  harbors ;  and  it  will  be  « 
high  gratification  to  make  known  theee  plans  to  my  government,  by  whom  they  will  be  le- 
gtfdra  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

I  may  here  refer  to  the  mention  made  in  your  highness's  despatch  of  the  Ameriean  man  of 
war  wmch  was  at  Niuchwang.  It  was  the  United  States  steamer  Wachusett,  then  in  charge 
of  Commander  Townsend,  who  himself  took  in  hand  the  survey  of  the  channel  leading  into 
the  river,  drew  the  chart,  and  prepared  the  sailing  directions,  in  concert  with  the  oommis- 
doner  of  customs  and  the  United  States  consul,  he  superintended  the  selection  of  the  beat 

rts  on  the  sand  banks  for  the  buoys,  and  durhijif  several  davs  spared  no  pains  to  lay  tliem 
^n  and  complete  the  survey ;  his  only  desire  in  doing  it  all  beine  to  promote  the  publio 
good.    To  tlie  great  regret  of  all  his  countrymen.  Commander  Townsend  was  suddenl/ 
carried  off  by  a  stroke  of  heat  apoplexy,  in  the  month  of  August. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highness's  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS 
His  Imperial  Highneis,  PRIXGE  Kuvo,  9fo^  8fc.,  ifc  <^ 
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i  Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  120.]  Shanghai,  October  6,  1866. 

SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  f  marked  A)  from  Captain  NoePs 
acconnt  of  the  typhoon  of  the  Idth  of  September  on  the  coast  of  Japan;  also 
extracts  (marked  B)  from  the  logs  of  the  British  steamers  Niphon  and  Nepaul ; 
also  letter  (marked  G)  from  Pilot  Robert  Smith,  in  relation  to  the  cnrrents  and 
winds  between  Yokohama  and  Hong-Kong.  From  these  may  be  derived  facts  \ 
in  the  interests  of  our  navigation,  and  especially  useful  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam-  ^ 
ship  Company. 

The  typhoon  was  the  severest  known  for  years,  barometer  falling  to  28.01. 

The  rarefaction  of  the  air  was  so  great  as  to  afifect  the  passengers  painfully. 

The  ^hid  appeared  to  strike  the  vessel  unequally,  in  one  place  breakji^^ong 
iron  bolts,  and  iu  another  leaving  weak  objects  unharmed.  ^iV 

Our  safety,  next  to  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Noel  and  two  or  three  of  his 
officers,  was  due  to  the  excellent  model  of  the  ship.  She  was  very  high  out  of 
water  and  very  strong.  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  in  nearly  every  case  of  loss 
of  steamships  at  sea,  the  result  has,  as  with  the  London,  lost  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
occurred  from  weakness  of  the  deck,  or  defective  arrangements  for  keeping  the 
water  from  penetrating  by  the  skylights  and  other  openings  into  the  spaces  be- 
low. In  such  cases  the  shipping  of  one  or  two  seas  ^411  fill  the  vessel,  and  she 
will  go  down  at  once,  leaving  no  trace.  So,  probably,  perished  last  year,  on  this 
coast,  the  steamships  Chanticleer  and  Corea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLIN&AME. 
.    Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Translation  of  extrmctsfrom  report  of  Captain  Noel^  commanding  imperial  mail  steamer  Du" 
pleix,  concerning  a  typhoon  experienced  en  route  from  Yokohama  to  Shanghai,  on  Ibth  Sep- 
tember,  1666. 

On  the  14th,  at  some  distance  from  Kiosiii,  a  heavy  sea  from  the  southeast,  and  a  slig^ht 
but  continued  falling  of  the  barometer,  announced  the  approach  of  bad  weather.  In  the 
evening  rainy  and  heavy  weather,  which  did  not  permit  onr  seeing  the  land,  and  which  pre- 
vented me  from  heading  into  Yan'Dieman^s  straits  before  the  next  morning.  In  the  antici- 
pation of  a  gale,  I  took  measures  to  find  myself-  in  sufficient  sea-room  (assez  au  large)  not 
to  fear  being  dashed  to  pieces  upon  the  coast. 

On  the  15th,  at  2  o*clock  a.  m.,the  barometer  at  752,  (French  measurement;)  violent 
squalls  from  the  northeast,  and  a  threatening  sky  made  me  appreciate  the  fortunate  determi- 
nation I  had  made  in  the  evening,  all  the  more^  the  strong  wind  and  enormous  sea  from 
the  southeast  prevented  me  from  running  further  out  to  sea. 

At  8  o'clock  the  barometer  was  at  745,  the  seas  from  the  southeast  monstrous,  and  a  gale 
from  the  northeast.  There  was  no  longer  room  to  doubt  a  cyclone  was  coming  upon  us 
with  fearful  rapiditv ;  the  northeast  strenji^thened,  augmenting  its  force  to  friry,  ana  from 
the  rate  at  which  tne  barometer  fell,  it  indicated  clearly  to  me  that  we  should  be  in  ^he  line 
of  progress  of  the  centre  of  the  mii6ore*  [cyclone?]  which  was  travelling  towards  the  north- 
west ;  and  further,  that  we  should  be  fatally  destined  to  encounter  this  centre,  since  we  were 
not  able  to  go  on  and  pass  to  the  other  side  of  the  line  of  its  passage  (the  northeast  side,) 
on  acconnt  of  the  strength  of  the  northeast  wind  and  the  enormous  seas  from  the  southeast ; 
and  as  for  the  other  side,  the  neighborhood  of  the  shore  absolutely  prevented  us  from  run- 
ning to  the  southwest,  the  only  movement  which  could  be  made  to  avert  the  catastrophe 
which  I  so  justly  dreaded. 

It  was  necessary  to  resini  ourselves  to  it  I  immediately  ordered  all  the  arrangements 
requisite  to  put  us  as  mucn  as  possible  beyond  the  reach  of  a  disaster. 

At  noon  the  barometer  was  at  730,  a  tempest  from  the  northeast  with  furious  squalls,  the 
seas  from  the  northeast  and  southeast  confused. 

Tb«  tnniUtor  hag  found  th«  teofanlcal  phnsM  aboundliigfai  thii  report oft«SdiiBoiilt  to  noda^  ioto  effectiT* 
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At  3  p.m., the  mercory  728,  the  northeast  frig^htfal,  (SpourautabUi)  the  sea  roanpg ;  bnt 
what  reassured  me  was  to  see  the  Dupleix  behaving  admirably  well,  the  machinery  working 
very  easily,  and  keeping  herself  with  this  help  {d  six  quasts  du  bent)  within  six  points  of 
the  wind. 

All  the  opening^  of  the  deck  were  securely  closed,  and  I  awaited  with  confidence  the  fatal 
hour  of  the  centre. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  barometer  fell  rapidly ;  at  half-past  4  it  was  at  720 ;  at  half-past  5  it  fell  to 
714.  From  5  to  7  o'clock  p.  m.  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  frightful  tempest  which  could 
be  imagined.  The  sea  was  really  horrible  on  all  sides  ;  as  for  the  wind,  there  were  no  longer 
squalls,  but  frightful  bowlings.  The  Dupleix  continued  her  struggle  with  success,  in  spite 
or  the  redoubled  blows  which  struck  her ;  but  injuries  succeeded  each  other  rapidly,  and 
gave  me  a  mortal  anxiety. 

Two  small  boats  and  toe  life-boat  were  carried  away,  and  their  davits  torn  off,  all  broken 
by  the  wind.  The  gig  and  the  two  other  small  boats  were  more  or  less  injured.  The  main 
topm^twas  disabled ;  the  bed  (emvlauture)  of  the  mainmast  was  broken. 

i^ffehalf-past  6  we  were  literally  the  sport  of  a  whirlwind,  which  caught  up  everything 
on^^^Pbid  whirled  things  in  circles  to  the  height  of  the  head  of  the  mizzen-mast.  An 
euoRous  metallic  plate  was  projected  from  forward  to  aft.  Our  masts  bent  like  reeds.  I 
believed  they  would  be  carried  away,  and  I  do  not  really  know  how  they  were  able  to  resist 
such  violence.  Happily  none  of  us  were  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  we  had  none  too  much 
strength  to  keep  ourselves  within  the  nuling  of  the  bridge. 

In  a  few  moments  the  centre  would  have  been  upon  us,  and,  considering  the  state  of  the 
weather,  we  should  have  been  forced  to  perish  there ;  for  in  my  opinion  nothing  could  then 
have  saved  our  ship  from  complete  destruction. 

At  this  moment,  supreme  and  full  of  horror,  a  single  chance  of  salvation  offered  itself  to 
my  mind.  This  was  to  tiy  and  escape  the  centre  by  turning,  so  that  the  wind  would  be 
behind  us.  I  was  so  much  the  more  induced  to  try  this  last  and  perilous  effort,  because  each 
instant  that  we  waited  we  were  in  danger  of  the  vessel's  going  on  her  beam  ends,  if  the  masts 
continued  to  hold ;  and  besides,  I  wished  on  no  account  to  cut  away  the  masts,  because  of 
the  screw,  which  was  our  only  chance  of  safety ;  for  if  in  this  terrible  moment  the  machinery 
had  failed,  all  would  have  been  over  with  us.  The  machinery  was  started  at  an  increased 
speed,  and  after  some  hesitation  the  valiant  Dupleix  obeyed  her  helm  ;  at  last  the  wind  was 
behind  us,  and  we  were  literally  raised  up  and  carried  on  by  the  whirlwind  with  dangerous 
rapidity,  without  the  vessePs  suffering  from  it  otherwise  than  by  immeasurable  rollings  and 
heavy  blows  from  the  waves. 

A  half  hour  afterwards  the  squalls  changed  rapidly  from  northeast  to  north- northeast, 
north,  north-northwest,  and  northwest.  The  centre  passed  behind  us.  Immediately  the 
barometer  commenced  rising  more  rapidly  than  it  had  gone  down.  We  commenced  to  go 
toward  the  northwest. 

At  9  o'clock  we  were  out  of  danger,  the  barometer  722,  a  gale  from  the  northwest :  at 
10  o'clock  barometer  730,  and  a  heavy  gale  from  northwest ;  at  11  o'clock  740,  and  an  ordi- 
nary gale  from  the  northwest. 

At  2  o'clock  a.  m.  (16th)  all  was  finished.  The  wind  was  yet  strong  from  the  northwest, 
and  the  barometer  at  748. 


Letter  concerning  winds  and  currents,  from  Captain  Robert  Smithy  pilot  at  Shanghai, 

Shanghai,  September  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  request  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  set  of  the  currents  on  the  coast 
of  China  and  Japan,  during  my  passages  in  the  Messageries  Imperiales  mail  steamer  Dupleix. 
I  hav^  to  state  tnat  I  joined  the  said  steamer  at  Hong  Kong  on  the  24th  July,  1865,  as  pilot 
for  the  river  Yangtze,  and  to  give  such  information  as  in  my  power  concerning  the  islands 
and  harbors  on  the  China  and  Japan  coasts  in  our  route. 

During  the  fourteen  months  I  nave  been  on  board  we  have  made  thirteen  voyages  to  Yoko- 
bama  and  two  to  Hong  Kong,  and  have  experienced  several  heavy  gales,  and  encountered  a 
typhoon  on  the  25th  July,  1^,  (two  days  after  leaving  Hong  Kong,)  before  getting  to  the 
Formosa  channel.  We  avoided  the  strength  of  this  typhoon  by  heaving  the  shin  too,  with 
her  head  to  the  southwest,  as  we  found  the  centre  passing  through  the  Formosa  cnanneL 

The  barometer  stood  at  751^  (French  millimetre)  equal  to  29&  English  inches.  On  the 
14th  June  last  we  experienced  a  heavy  gale,  dmring  which  we  were  hove  to  for  thirty-seven 
hours,  when  seventy -five  miles  to  the  east  of  Van  Dieman's  straits,  when  the  French  barom- 
eter showed  750  millime|res.  This  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  tvphoon  that  the  steamship 
Dumbarton  encountereAi  the  China  sea  on  the  13th  June,  the  day  previous,  during  which 
the  lowest  point  attained  was  28^33  on  her  barometer.  As  regards  tne  currents  along  the 
Japan  coast,  I  have  particolarly^oted  the  strmigth  of  and  sets  of  those  which  we  encountered 
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at  different  timest  and  find  the  average  to  be  about  three  knots  to  the  northeast ;  but  on  two 
occasions  we  found  a  southwesterly  current  of  twenty  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  but  always 
more  or  less  inflaenced  by  the  prevailing  winds  and  their  direction. 

From  Osima  to  Cape  Idsu  we  have,  at  times,  with  strong  northwest  winds,  had  a  two-knot 
current  to  the  east-southeast,  and  with  strong  southeast  winds  have  had  a  westerly  one  of 
ten  miles  during  twelve  hours  steaming. 

This  irregularity  in  the  currents  makes  it  very  dangerous  in  a  dark  night  or  during  thick 
weather,  especially  while  running  between  the  red  field  rocks  and  the  Portsmouth  breakers, 
(the  latter  1  think  are  doubtful,  however,)  as  in  one  instance  we  found  the  steamer  no  more 
than  three  miles  from  the  red  fields,  which,  by  the  course  steered,  we  ought  to  have  been 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  miles  distant.  On  another  occasion  we  were  set  within  one  mile  of 
the  place  where  the  Portspiouth  breakers  are  laid  down  on  the  charts,  and  although  the  sea 
was  veiy  hi^h  at  the  time,  no  breakers  could  be  seen  from  the  mast-head,  and  if  they  do  ex- 
ist at  all,  it  ]8  my  opinion  they  must  be  looked  for  more  to  the  westward. 

As  you  are  already  in  possession  of  the  report  of  the  late  typhoon  in  which  you  were  pre- 
sent, ]  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  recapitulate. 

As  I  have  above  mentioned,  the  lowest  rate  to  which  the  barometer  fell,  prev^c^lk  to  the 
last  gale,  it  will  fully  bear  me  out  in  my  opinion  that  we  were  in  the  most  severe  one  recorded 
here  at  least  for  many  years,  the  barometer  falling  28^01,  although  the  course  of  the  winds 
were  nearly  similar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  SBOTH,  Shanghai  Pilot, 

Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  U.  S.  A., 

Minister  Plenipotentiary^  8fc. 


0  Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  173.]  Department  op  State, 

Washing^,  October  8,  1866. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Williams's  despatch  No.  35,  of  the  12th  of  June  last,  has  been 
received. 

It  is  not  deemed  advfsable  that  the  discussion  with  the  Chinese  authorities  of 
the  affair  of  the  boat  for  which  a  United  States  flag  was  furnished  by  a  Mr.  y 
White  should  be  continued.     This  government  should  not  in  any  way  counte-    <M!> 
nance  the  improper  or  unlawful  use  of  that  flag.     If  we  connive  at  its  ahuse  by      ' 
Chinese  for  covering  their  property  in  their  own  country,  and  thereby  evading 
obligations,  we  must  expect  to  be  regarded  as  derogating  from  our  duty  as  a  just 
and  friendly  power. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Williams. 

*,  No.  37.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonf  November  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  de^atch  of  August  8,  No.  37,  has  been  received. 
The  information  it  gives  of  the  execution  of  two  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and 
nine  priests,  together  with  a  lai^e  number  of  Christians,  in  March  last,  in  the 
Corean  peninsula,  is,  indeed,  painfiil  and  singularly  exciting. 

The  proceedings  of  the  *  French  admiral,  as  indicated  in  yoor  communication, 
will  be  regarded  with  great  interest  throughout  Christendom. 

I  shall  expect  that  you  will  keep  me  well  advised  concerning  the  same. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc.  r^  T 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Williams, 

No.  38.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  20,  186G. 

Sir  :  On  the  19 th  of  July  last  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  of 
the  12th  of  April,  No.  30.  In  that  paper  you  gave  me,  hy  way  of  information 
for  general  uses,  some  particulars  relating  to  the  desecration  of  the  American 
cemetery  at  Tangchau,  together  with  a  copy  of  correspondence  on  the  subject 
which  had  then  taken  place  between  yourself  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Sandford,  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Chifu. 

In  that  paper  you  neither  asked  for  instructions  upon  the  subject,  nor  sug- 
gested any  remedy  for  the  proceeding  complained  of. 

In  •Jy  number  33,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  of  July  last,  I  asked  you  "  What 
is  the  custom  for  guarding  foreign  cemeteries  in  China  ?  Whether  the  Chinese 
government  charges  itself  with  the  duty,  or  whether  it  is  assumed  by  foreign 
residents,  or  their  consuls  1  It  is  not  without  surprise  that  I  now  receive  your 
despatch  of  the  10th  of  August,  No.  28.  From  this  last  paper  I  learn  that  Mr. 
Sandford,  consul  as  aforesaid,  without  having  any  instructions  from  yourself  or 
from  this  department,  went,  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  with  the  late  Captain 
Townsend,  and  a  band  of  one  hundred  armed  men,  in  the  United  States  war  ves- 
sel Wachusett,  to' Tangchau,  to  investigate  the  trouble  existing  there;  that  a 
long  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  desecration  of  the  cemeterj^nsued  between 
the  consul  and  Captain  Townsend  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Umnese  prefect  of 
the  district  on  the  other ;  that  in  this  conversation  the  consul  and  the  captain 
demanded  that  the  prefect  should  arrest  the  members  of  the  Kung  Kue,  together 
with  two  others ;  that  the  persons  so  arrested  should  be  brought  and  tried  before 
the  consul  and  the  captain  ;  that  they  should  pay  an  indemnity  of  200  taels ; 
and  that  the  local  authorities,  after  complying  with  these  terms,  should  ^ther 
give  security  that  there  should  thereafter  be  peace.  Your  despatch  then  pro- 
-  ceeds  to  inform  me  that  the  Chinese  prefect  made  delays  and  evasions  of  these 
demands,  and  that,  finally,  the  consul  and  the  captain  retired  from  the  place, 
and  afterwards  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  yourself.  Your  despatch 
is  accompanied  by  a  correspondence  which  was  thereafter  carried  on  between 
Prince  Kung  and  yourself  in  regard  to  these  affairs.  From  this  correspondence 
I  learn  that,  besides  the  desecration  of  the  cemetery,  another  question  entered 
into  the  discussion  which  took  place  at  Tangchau,  viz  :  a  demand  by  the  con- 
sul and  the  captain  that  the  prefect  should  arrest  those  of  the  gentry  who  were 
preventing  him  and  others  from  renting  houses,  and  bring  such  persons  to  be 
tried  and  punished  before  Captain  Townsend. 

It  distinctly  appears  in  the  correspondence  that  it  was  instituted  on  the  part 
of  Prince  Kung,  in  the  form  of  a  complaint  made  to  yourself,  instead  of  having 
been  instituted  by  you  in  preferring  complaints  against  the  prefect  to  Prince 
Kung.  In  your  reply  to  Prince  Kung  you  dwell,  not  improperly,  upon  the 
grievances  suffered  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  Tangchau,  while  ai  Ihe 
same  time  you  make  those  grievances  a  ground  of  excuse  ij^r  the  proceedings 
which  were  adopted  by  the  consul  (Sandford)  and  the  captain  of  the  Wachu- 
sett." 

I  feel  very  sensibly  the  embarrassment  of  giving  instructions  at  this  distance 
which  will  be  applicable  to  the  prevention  or  settleraeut  of  unforeseen  local  dis- 
putes to  arise  in  China.     Nevertheless,  there  are  some  principles  which  may  be 
safely  adopted.     One  of  these  is,  that  consuls  ought  in  all  practical  cases  to  refer 
■  every  question  tending  to  bring  on  a  conflict  to  the  legation,  and  to  await  in- 
;  structions  therefrom  before  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  threats  or  demonstra- 
tions by  force. 
'       Second.  That  every  grievance  or  wrong  committed  or  permitted  by  the  Chinese 
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local  antliorities  which  is  safficientlj  grave  to  become  the  subject  of  threats  or 
demonstrations  of  force,  is  safficientlj  serious  to  be  made  the  subject  of  an  earn- 
est representation  to  the  Chinese  government 

Third.  That  no  such  threats  or  demonstrations  ought  to  be  made  without  de- 
finitive instructions,  proceedmg  either  from  the  legation  in  China  or  from  this 
department. 

^'ourth.  That  this  government  should  fie  kept  punctually  advised  by  the  l^a- 
tiou  of  all  proceedings  to  which  the  minister  in  China  lends  his  sanction. 

I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  hazard  the  impairing  of  the  dignity  and  au- 
thority 0?  the  United  States  in  China,  by  expressing  a  formal  and  official  disap- 
probation of  the  proceedings  which  took  place  at  Tangchau,  but,  with  the 
authority  of  the  President,  I  give  you  the  following  explicit  instructions  in 
regard  to  this  and  kindred  matters. 

First.  That  you  will  employ,  or  direct  the  consul  to  employ,  on  reasonable 
terms,  some  reliable  person  to  watch  the  cemetry  at  Tangchau  for  the  period 
of  one  year.  Such  person  should  be,  if  possible,  not  obnoxious  to  prejudices 
on  the  part. of  the  Chinese;  and  he  should  report  to  you  directly,  or  through 
the  consul,  any  future  desecrations  of  the  cemetery  which  may  occur. 

Second.  That  in  regard  to  the  desecrations  which  have  heretofore  been  committed, 
you  apply  directly,  earnestly,  and  urgently  to  Prince  Kung  for  such  indemnities 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  repair  the  injuries  which  have  been  committed,  and  that 
he  cause  the  individuals  who  committed  the  offences  to  be  brought  to  speedy 
punishment ;  and  also  that  the  Chinese*  government  will  indemnify  us  for  the 
expense  incurred  in  watching  the  cemetery. 

Third.  That  you  ascertain  all  the  facts  involved  in  the  charge  that  Chinese 
subjects  prevented  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  renting  houses.  That  if, 
in  your  judgment,  the  facts  warrant  it,  you  make  a  proper  representation  of  the 
gi'ievances  to  Prince  Kung,  and  ask  for  immediate  and  effective  redress  and 
indemnity,  provided  that  the  demand  can  be  sustained  under  a  proper  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  China,  but  not  otherwise. 

Fourth.  That  you  report  to  this  department  such  proceedings  as  you  shall  take 
ii)  the  premises. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

S.  Wblls  Williams,  Esq.,  4c.,  ^r.,  4^.  • 


SPAIN. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  12.]  Department  of  State, 

WoihwgUm,  December  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  express  emphatically  his  regret  at 
the  failure  which  has  thus  far  attended  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  mduce 
the  belligerent  parties  in  Chili  to  desist  from  hostilities  and  to  inaugurate  meas- 
ures of  pacification.  You  are  expected,  however,  to  use  your  good  offices  in 
this  direction  whenever,  in  your  opinion,  there  shall  be  any  reasonable  ground 
whereon  to  build  a  hope  of  success ;  and  I  have  only  one  suggestion  to  offer  for 
the  guidance  of  your  own  discretion,  which  is,  that  in  tendering  such  good  offices 
it  is  eminently  proper  and  wise  to  treat  the  powers  who  are  actuality  t  war  with 
equal  consideration  and  respect. 
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I  have  now,  in  the  spirit  of  the  remarks  already  made,  to  instruct  70a  to  seek 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro,  and  to  say  to  him  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  ahated  nothing  of  his  heretofore  often-expressed  desire  for 
the  establishment  of  peace  between  Spain  and  Chili,  and  that  it  seems  to  him 
that  either  nation  might  at  this  juncture,  and  consistently  with  its  honor,  offer 
or  accept  negotiations  with  a  view  to  peace. 

By  the  President's  direction  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Nelson  to  address  the  CWl- 
ian  government  in  the  same  sense  and  in  the  same  spirit  which  are  used  in  this 
despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Halb,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  15.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  January  9,  1866. 
Sir  :  An  insurrection  of  a  portion  of  the  army  of  Spain  occurred  the  early 
part  of  last  week,  as  you  will  probably  have  seen  by  the  newspapers  before  this 
reaches  you.  The  movement,  it  is  reported,  is  under  the  lead  of  General  Prim,  a 
lieutenant  general  of  the  regular  army.  There  are  various-  rumors  afloat,  and  it 
is  impossible  at  this  time,  in  the  absence  of  reliable  news,  to  give  you  any  definite 
particulars  of  the  movements  that  have  been  i^ade  and  are  now  taking  place, 
turther  than  to  state  generally,  that  Madrid  remains  perfectly  quiet,  martial  law 
has  been  proclaimed  here  ;  the  insurgents  appear  to  be  retreating,  and  the  gov- 
ernment forces  pursuing.  All  sorts  of  rumors  and  speculations  are  current  in 
this  community.  The  best  iudgement  I  can  form,  from  all  I  can  see  and  hear, 
is  that  the  government  will  be  able  speedily  to  triumph  over  the  insurgents.  If 
anything  of  interest  in  this  regard  should  occur  hereafter,  to  give  a  different 
aspect  to  affairs  here,  I  will  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  advise  you  thereof. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Hale  te  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  16.J  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Madrid,  January  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  Although  the  rebellion  or  insurrection  has  not  as  yet  been  entirely  sup- 
pressed by  the  Spanish  government,  yet  everything  that  I  can  see,  hear,  or  learn, 
from  any  source,  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  which  I  ventured  to  express  in  my 
despatch  to  you.  No.  15,  of  January  9.  Madrid  has  been  perfectly  <jpiet  and 
tranquil  from  the  beginning,  and  so  continues  to  the  present  moment.  The  two 
houses  of  the  pationad  Cortes  continued  their  daily  sessions  here  regularly,  and 
there  is  nothing  which  meets  the  eye  to  indicate  the  slightest  disturbance  of  the 
public  tranquillity.  I  have  had  several  communications  from  Americans  visiting 
in  other  parts  of  Europe,  inquiring  if  it  were  perfectly  safe  to  visit  Spain  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  have  uniformly  answered  that  it  was. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

i  JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  WitoiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtofh  D.  C,  /^  T 
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Mr.  Hale  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  18.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

Madrid,  January  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  rebellion  or  insurrection  of  which  you  have  undoubtedly  been  ad- 
vised, and  concerning  which  I  have  already  addressed  to  you  two  communica- 
tions, I  think  may  now  be  considered  as  entirely  suppressed.  General  Prim, 
the  reported  leader,  has  made  his  way  into  Portugal.  The  government  forces 
sent  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels  have  returned,  and  there  at  present  does  not  exist 
in  Spain  any  organized  armed  opposition  to  the  government,  though  the  pro- 
clamation placing  Madrid  under  martial  law  has  not  yet  been  revoked,  but  con- 
tinues in  full  force. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  21.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  January  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  urgency  of  business  demanding  the  attention  of  Mr.  Bermudez 
de  Castro,  minister  of  state,  on  *the  breaking  out  of  the  recent  rebellion,  he 
did  not  give  the  usual  audience  to  foreign  ministers  the  week  succeeding  the 
receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  12,  of  the  date  of  December  11,  1865.  By  the 
time  that  I  had  opportunity  for  an  interview  with  him  this  government  had  re- 
ceived news  of  the  actual  collision  of  the  naval  forces  of  Chili  with  a  portion 
of  that  of  Spain,  or,  in  other  words,  of  the  capture  of  the  Coradonga  oy  the 
Esmeralda.  This  seemed  to  place  the  situation  of  affairs  between  Spain  and  Chili 
in  an  entirely  different  aspect  from  what  they  were  when  your  despatch  was 
written.  I  repeated  to  him,  however,  the  substance  of  the  same,  viz  :  that  the 
President  had  abated  nothing  of  his  heretofore  often  expressed  desire  for  the  res- 
toration of  peace  between  Spain  and  Chili,  and  that  whenever  there  occurred 
an  opportunity  for  the  good  offices  of  the  United  States  to  be  exerted  benefi- 
cially to  that  end  they  would  be  so  exerted  cheerfully. 

Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  desired  me  to  express  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  offer, 
and,  further,  for  the  many  proofs  they  had  had  of  the  ^endiy  intentions  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


"    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  19.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  30th  of  January,  No.  21,  has  been  received.    It 

gives  us  information  of  an  interview  which  you  have  had  with  Mr.  Bermudez 

de  Castro  on  the  subject  of  the  war  now  existing  between  Spain  and  Chili. 

The  President  is  pleased  with  the  appreciation  which  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro 
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has  expressed  in  regard  to  the  tender  of  good  offices  hy  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Since  that  tender  was  made  war  has  broken  ont  between  Pern 
and  Spain.  It  is  thought  proper  that  you  should  make  a  renewed  representa- 
tion to  the  government  of  Spain  of  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  the  hos- 
tilities existing  between  Spain  and  Chili  may  be  brought  to  an  end  on  some 
terms  consistent  with  the  safety,  interest,  and  honor  of  the  belligerents. 

It  is  further  proper  that  vou  should,  in  this  representation,  express  our  like 
desire  in  regard  to  the  new  h<Mtilities  between  Spain  and  Peru.  The  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  United  States  are  very  unhappily  affected  by  these  contro- 
versies. 

The  republics  of  Spanish  America  see,  or  represent  themselves  as  seeing,  on 
the  part  of  Spain  in  these  wars,  a  design  hostue  to  their  independence,  and  to 
the  republican  form  of  government  which  they  enjoy.  We  acknowledge  cheer- 
fully that  Spain  has  given  us  good  assurances  that  her  proceedings  in  thesis 
controversies  are  entirely  free  from  auy  such  injurious  political  design.  We 
rest  satisfied  with  these  assurances,  but  we  trust  that  it  may  not  be  thought  un- 
friendly on  our  part  towards  Spain  to  suggest  that  the  frequent  demands  made 
by  her  upon  our  neutrality  between  herself  and  these  States,  with  which  we 
sympathize  from  geographical  and  political  relations,  are  attended  with  much 
inconvenience,  and  that  that  inconvenience  increases  with  the  prolongation 
of  war  waged  by  her  in  South  America,  and  with  the  widening  of  the  theatre 
of  conflict. 

It  seems  to  us  not  improbable  that  all  the  States  of  Spanish  America  may  be 
excited  to  the  degree  of  being  prepared  for  a  general  combination,  in  what 
would  seem  to  them  to  be  a  common  defence  of  their  integrity  and  independence. 

In  making  the  communication  herein  directed,  you  will  assure  Mr.  Bermudes 
de  Castro  that  it  proceeds  from  the  most  just  and  liberal  friendship  towards 
Spain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  dec,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Hale  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  24.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  2Q,  1866. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Casti'o,  and  com- 
municated to  him  the  contents  of  your  despatch.  No.  20,  dated  March  1,  1860. 

He  expressed  himself  as  entirely  satisfied,  nay  gratified,  with  the  perfectly 
fair  and  honorable  manner  inVhich  the  government  of  the  United  States  had 
met  and  discharged  all  the  duties  and  obligations  of  an  impartial  neutrality  in 
the  war  between  Spain  and  Chili,  and  subsequently  Peru  also.  He  disclaimed 
in  the  most  decisive  and  emphatic  manner,  on  the  part  of  his  government*  any 
such  ulterior  views  against  the  integrity  or  independence  of  any  or  either  of  the 
South  American  States,  as  you  suggest  they  apprehend,  and  added  that  these 
declarations  he  had  frequently  made  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  both  publicly 
and  privately,  on  various  occasions,  both  orally  and  in  writing,  in  public  docu- 
ments, and  still  more  recently  in  a  speech  which  he  had  delivered  in  the  senate, 
a  copy  of  which  he  has  promised  to  furnish  riie,  and  which  I  will  send  lo  you 
when  I  receive  it  On  the  other  hand,  he  said  this  war  had  been  forced  on  Spain 
without  her  agency  or  consent,  and  that  she  could  no  more  be  justly  chai^**d 
Tvith  seeking  or  provoking  it  than  6ould  an  individual  upon  whose  head  a  tile 
might  be  thrown  firom  the  top  of  a  building,  as  he  passed  along  the  street,  be 
chiged  with  provoking  a  quarrel  with  him  who  threw  it.        ^  , 
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In  the  coarse  of  this  conversation  he  remarked  that  he  not  only  recognized 
the  fact  that  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  in  this  controversy  had  been 
strictly  fair  and  honorable,  and  such  as  afforded  not  the  least  ground  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  but  that  it  had  been 
further  characterissed  by  a  just  and  liberal  friendship  for  Spain. 

I  then  ventured  to  suggest  that,  notwithstanding  that  the  tender  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  vague  and  indefinite,  yet  I 
had  no  doubt  that,  if  any  practical  way  could  be  devised  or  suggested  by  which 
the  good  offices  thus#endered  might  be  made  practicable  and  efficient  in  promot- 
ing the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  belligerents.  I  had  no  doubt  tuat  mv 
government  would,  by  adopting  it,  show  that  its  offer  meant  something  more 
than  an  unmeaning  compliment. 

To  this  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  it,  and  that 
you  were  well  advised  of  the  character  and  merits  of  the  whole  controversy, 
and  that  there  was  no  other  individual  in  whose  intelligence  and  integrity  to 
form  a  correct  judgment  he  should  place  more  confidence  than  in  yours ;  and 
^rther,  that  if  you  would  express  in  some  concrete  or  distinct  formula  the  offer 
which  thus  far  was  only  vague  and  indefinite,  he  had  no  doubt  that  you  might 
propose  something  which  would  probably  be  acceptable,  and  might  lead  to  a 
termination  of  hostilities  honorable  to  both  parties. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  distinctly  and  definitely  understand  the  idea  which 
Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  meant  to  communicate,  but  I  believe  it  to  have  been 
that  if  you  would  carry  out  your  tender  of  friendly  offices  by  a  distinct  propo- 
sition of  a  mode  of  adjustement  by  the  belligerent  parties,  it  would  in  all  pro- 
bability be  acceptable  to  Spain,  and,  he  hoped,  to  Chili  and  Peru  also. 

That  I  might  be  sure  that  I  had  not  misunderstood  any  part  of  the  interview 
I  had  with  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  yesterday,  I  have  submitted  to  him  the 
first  draft  I  made  of  the  conversation  for  his  inspection,  and  he  assented  to  its 
accuracy  entirely,  only  suggesting  that  I  might  add,  if  I  pleased,  what  further 
he  said  yesterday,  which  was  that  what  he  had  said  was  in  the  full  confidence 
that  vou  would  propose  nothing  to  Spain  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  of  which  this  government  in  the  last  resort  be  Uie  ultimate^ 
judge. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid  of  the 
1 0th  of  March,  containing  the  speech  referred  to,  which  I  send  you  by  this  mail 
enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhingtonj  D.  C 


JOHN  P.  HALE. 


[Translation.] 

SESSION  OF  THE  CORTES, 

In  the  Senate,  March  9, 1866. 

Senator  Llorrnte.         •  •         »  •  •        "phe  part  which  I  consider  most 

important,  passing  by  those  eeneral  views  of  which  I  make  little  account,  in  the  manifesto 
to  which  I  refer,  is  that  whicn  has  relation  to  the  negotiations  had  between  the  minister  of 
state  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Peru,  or  Peruyian  agent  of  this  court,  since  the  pre- 
liminaries of  the  27th  of  January.  The  document  to  which  1  refer  savs  thiis,  (to  the  hues 
which  I  am  about  to  read  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate :)  "The  opanish  goyemment, 
during  the  course  of  the  negotiation  initiatiBd,  has  not  omitted  any,  measure  to  make  the  Pe- 
ruyian agent  clearly  understand  its  decided  purpose  to  impose  on  Peru  the  most  humiliating 
and  burdensome  conditions.   The  minister  of  state  of  Spain  has  not  hesitated  to  declare : 

"  First  *  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  present  cabinet,  moX  preliminary  treaty  deserves  severe 
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censare,  because  it  did  not  meet  the  first  exigencies  of  Spain.    That  the  course  pursued  by 
his  predecessor,  Mr.  Pachero,  equally  deserves  it,  and  the  conduct  of  Admiral  JPareja  was . 
no  less  deservin?  of  it,  for  having  ceased  to  occupy  the  Chincha  islands.' 

'*  Second.  ^That  the  right  of  revindication  existed  against  Peru  until  Spain  should  have 
formally  recognized  her  independence,  because,  in  the  judgment  of  the  government  at  Madrid, 
the  treaty  of  the  27th  of  January  did  not  impart  that  recognition. 

*'  As  for  the  conditions  which  the  Spanish  government  required  from  Peru,  in  order  to  con- 
clude with  her  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity,  the  Peruvian  minister  enumerates  them  thus  : 

**  First.  *  The  insertion,  indispensable  in  the  treaty,  of  a  clause  in  which  the  present  Queen 
of  Spain,  using  the  privilege  wnich  a  decree  of  the  Cortes  concedes  to  her,  renounces  the 
sovereignty,  rights,  and  acts  which  pertained  to  her  over  the  heretofore  vice  royalty,  now 
the  republic  of  Peru.*  '• 

4  *'  Second.  *  The  selection  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  Spain  and  Bolivia  as  the  type  of 
ftat  which  was  to  be  concluded  with  Peru.' 

**  Third.  *  Obligation  on  the  part  of  Peru  to  pay  There  Mr.  Pachero  cites,  without  doubt,  the 
text  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Valle  Riestra)  all  that  which  was  a  charge  upon  the  treasury 
of  the  old  vice  royalty  of  Peru,  weighing  on  the  consular  tribunal,  the  central  treasury,  the 
revenue  from  tobacco,  the  mint,  the  funding  office,  as  well  as  all  credits  on  the  said  treasury 
for  pensions,  salaries,  aids,  advances,  forced  loans,  deposits,  or  by  any  other  title,  whenever 
originated  by  direct  orders  of  the  Spanish  government,  or  of  its  authorities  in  Spain,  and  in 
the  territory  which  is  now  the  repuolic  of  Peru,  up  to  die  date  at  which  she  last  evacuated 
it  in  1824,  and  that  debt  to  carry  interest,  and  the  privilege  which  the  most  favored  debt  of 
the  republic  can  now  enjoy  or  might  or  should  enjoy  in  the  future.'" 

Among  the  declarations  which  I  have  just  read,  and  which  are  diverse,  there  are  some  to 
which  I  attach  no  great  importance,  ana  others  which  are  in  my  opinion  of  the  greatest 
weight.  But  I  must  say,  sirs,  decidedly,  that  when  I  had  the  first  knowledge  of  this  docu- 
ment, I  never  hesitated  for  a  moment,  never  vacillated  in  the  belief  that  the  assertions  con- 
tained in  the  lines  I  have  just  now  read  are  completely  false  or  at  least  extremely  inexact. 
#  »  #»  «  ##  *  #  *  # 

The  Minister  of  State,  Bermudez  de  Castro.  In  the  manifesto,  the  government  of  Peru 
acknowledges,  or  rather  boasts,  that  that  nation  has  twice  managed  to  establish  relations 
with  Spain,  adding  that  its  propositions  were  frustrated  by  causes  for  which  the  republic  was 
not  to  blame,  leading  error  which  Mr.  Pachero,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Lima,  falls 
into.  Twice,  in  effect,  Messrs.  Senators,  has  Peru  attempted  to  establish  diplomatic  relations 
with  its  ancient  metropolitan,  Peru,  one  of  the  last  of  the  American  republics  which  came, 
to  solicit  their  recognition  by  Spain.  The  first  time  was  in  the  year  1853,  when  there  came, 
commissioned  to  negotiate,  Mr.  Osma,  a  worthy  person,  well  known  to  the  whole  court,  who 
adjusted  in  that  year  a  treaty,  which  was  acceptable  in  inmost  all  its  clauses,  which  stipulated, 
as  is  usualt  that  it  had  to  be  ratified. 

The  treaty  was  returned  to' Lima  for  such  purpose,  and  that  government  neither  implied 
4ior  made  excuse  of  any  sort  to  justify  the  silence  it  thought  proper  to  observe.  Only  upon 
a  revolt  and  tumult,  which  happened  at  Lima,  in  which  tne  department  of  foreign  affairs  was 
sacked,  the  papers  of  the  archives  were  scattered  in  the  streets,  and  the  causes  came  to  light 
which  moved  the  government  of  Peru  not  to  ratify  the  treaty  made  with  Spain.    *     *     • 

The  second  occasion  was  in  1859,  when  Mr.  Calvez,  Peruviem  minister  at  Paris,  came  to 
Madrid,  but  before  a  conference  with  Ihe  ministry,  wished  to  present  his  credentials  to  her 
Majesty. 

Uis  obstinacy  on  this  point  could  not  be  overcome,  although  it  was  explained  to  him  that 
a  presentation  would  be  equivalent  to  a  recognition,  and  af^r  that  the  treaty  would  be  in 
every  respect  useless.  These  reasons  did  not  convince  him,  and  he  went  back  to  Paris.  *  * 
Things  so  continued  till  a  treaty  was  made  at  Callao,  between  General  Pareja  and  the  Peru- 
vian General  Vivanco,  which  was  ratified  by  both  governments,  and  faith  full  v  executed  by 
both.  A  plenipotentiary  went  to  Lima,  and  one  came  to  Madrid,  and  it  was  only  after  several 
months  that  a  government  growing  out  of  a  revolution  set  up  that  thd  treaty  of  the  27  th  of 
January  was  completely  void  and  illegal,  because,  under  the  constitution,  tne  government 
which  made  it  had  not  the  faculties  necessary  to  sanction  it.  What  need  I  say  of  that — a 
question  of  domestic  policy — with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  Peru  solely.  *  * 
{Suppose  the  treaty  did  not  suitPezet;  eould  not  the  actueS  government  of  Lima  offer  remarks 
to  that  of  her  Majesty,  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  its  conauct,  or  seeking  a  modification  of 
what  was  agreed  on  ?  Ought  it  not  to  have  done  this  1  What  is  the  reason  it  has  preferred 
war  to  this  course  of  action  ? 

On  the  3d  of  February,  a  few  days  after  the  treaty,  the  Spaniards  are  charged  with  being 
the  aggressors.  When  the  marines  of  our  squadron  went  on  shore,  on  leave,  and  in  entire 
trust! lOness,  they  were  madeHhe  innocent  victims  of  an  unlooked-for  attack.  Every  one 
remembers  the  heroic  resistance  of  a  corporal,  who,  attacked  by  thirty  men,  long  defended 
himself  against  his  assailants,  till  killed  by  a  blow  from  a  stone.  Mr.  Pachero  says  that  un- 
fortunate event  was  owin^  to  the  arrogance  and  aggression  of  the  Spaniards. 

•  #        "        #  #  #  »  #  # 

In  my  view,  what  is  now  happening  is  nothing  but  the  result  of  committals  of  the  revolu- 
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tionists  with  Chili  and  its  goyeniment  for  the  M  it  ahoald  give  them  in  overthrowing  Pe^et, 
imd  that  notliing  else  causes  the  war  against  Spain.    Pern  has  no  other  motive  for  declaring  it. 

When  the  present  ministry  came  in  there  was  here  a  plenipotentiary  from  Peru  to  adjust 
the  treaty,  Mr.  Yalle  Riestra.  At  a  first  conference  we  talked  slightly.  I  told  him  I  could 
not  allow  a  most  important  suppression  that  existed  in  his  project — ^that  is  to  say,  his  omis- 
sion of  the  bases  of  uie  recognition  and  liquidation  of  the  debt  to  Spain — which  were  left  for 
another  treaty,  to  be  made  at  Lima. 

Here  I  should  remind  senators  that  Spain  does  not  absolutely  reclaim  from  Peru  anything 
for  herself.  The  debt  in  question  is  that  which  all  the  American  republics  which  derive  their 
ori^n  from  the  Spanish  monarchy  have  recognized,  liquidated,  and  paid,  and  is  composed  of 
credits  in  favor  of  Spanish  subjects  who  have  been  ejected,  and  whose  property  was  confis- 
cated or  sequestrated — in  a  word,  credits  in  favor  of  private  persons.  A        »        ♦        # 

I  say  this,  because  it  cannot  but  have  been  observed  with  what  pertinacity  the  manifesto 
dwells  always  upon  debts  which  the  Spanish  government  claims,  as  if  speaking  of  amounts 
which  were  to  come  into  the  public  treasury. 

I  recollect  that  when  the  question  of  Chili  was  stirred  the  cbarg^  d'affaires  to  the  United 
States  of  America  came  to  learn  what  the  Spanish  government  proposed  to  do.  Ho  asked  if 
revindication  was  thought  of.  I  told  him  the  government  disapproved  the  word — had  never 
thought  of  it.  I  added,  besides,  and  can  speak  of  it,  because  an  official  statement  of  that 
conference  has  been  given  to  the  government  at  Washington,  that  the  could  assure  Mr. 
Seward  that  such  was  the  determination  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  so  decided  its 
policy  as  to  what  behooves  Spain  in  her  relations  with  the  American  republics,  that,  if  it 
were  possible,  the  Chinca  islands  should  be  made  a  present  to  her,  or  any  part  of  the  territory 
of  Peru,  not  even  as  a  gift  would  such  be  receivea — words  which  are  embraced  in  the  de- 
spatch in  which  that  aeent  gives  account  to  his  government  of  his  interviews  with  me— in 
the  same  form  in  which  I  relate  it  to  tbe  senate. 

I  turn  to  the  interview  with  Mr.  Vall^  Viestra,  and  he  claimed  from  the  outset  that  the 
settlement  of  the  debt  due  to  the  Spanish  subjects  should  be  the  object  of  a  special  conven- 
tion that  should  negotiate  at  Lima,  and  I  was  obliged  to  tell  him  that  I  would  not  agree  to 
any  such  request.  »•»#»» 

He  then  said  that  he  had  intimated  to  Mr.  Benavides  that  the  part  relative  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  debt  should  be  postponed  for  a  special  convention ;  that,  afterwards,  he  had  also 
said  this  to  Mr.  Arrayola,,and  that  both  had  agreed  to  it.  I  could  do  no  less  than  have  him  un- 
derstand he  must  be  under  a  mistake;  that  there  appeared  absolutely  nothing  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state  to  show  that  Mr.  Benavides  and  Mr.  Arrayola  had  acceded  to  these  preten- 
sions ;  that  it  was  impossible  thev  could  have  acceded,  because  that  would  have  been  to  de- 
part openly  from  what  is  prescribed  in  the  preliminary  treaty  of  27th  of  January,  in  virtue 
of  which  we  were  negotiating ;  and  that,  as  that  compact  established  rules  entirely  distinct, 
and  contained  clauses  we  must  conform  to,  it  was  impossible  |hat  any  of  my  predecessors . 
could  have  approved  his  proposition,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  unacceptable. 

Article  5  ot  the  preliminary  treaty  says,  and  note  how  imperative  is  its  wording:  "In 
said  treaty  shall  at  the  same  time  be  defined  the  bases  for  the  liquidation,  acknowledgment, 
and  payment  of  the  sums  which  by  sequestration,  confiscation,  loans  of  the  war  ot  inde- 
pendence, or  other  things,  Peru  may  owe  to  the  subjects  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  provided 
they  combine  the  conditions  of  Spanish  origin,  continuation,  and  existing  condition." 

#  *  #''*  •  #°»  • 

Mr.  Riestra  agreed  that  it  was  convenient  to  insert  the  clause ;  but,  not  thinking  that 
enough,  he  added,  after  Peruvian  republic,  and  wished  it  annexed,  "and  the  islands  and 

other  possessions  which  had  become  a  part  of  the  old  viceroyalty  of  Peru." 

##  »  »  «•  •  # 

But,  in  the  second  note  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  same  snlgect,  I  took  care  to  sum  up  in 
a  few  lines  the  object  of  the  divergence.    I  said  to  Mr.  Yall^  Riestra: 

*•  If  you  have  no  powers  to  treat,  article  5  of  the  treaty  of  Callao  is  infringed  by  Peru,  by 
which  that  republic  engaged  to  send  a  plenipotentiary  clothed  with  ample  powers.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  do  not  choose  to  make  use  of  the  powers  you  have,  you  are  the  in- 
fringer of  the  treaty ;  at  any  rate,  the  responsility  of  the  infraction  does  not  weigh  upon  the 
Spanish  government." 

Well,  then,  in  the  second  note,  August  15, 1865, 1  wrote  what  follows : 

**).  Are  you  disposed  to  make  a  treaty,  which,  as  articie  4  of  the  preliminary  convention 
prescribes,  may  be  similar  to  that  ajusted  with  Chili  and  other  American  republics  ? 

"2.  Supposing  ^  answer  in  the  affirmative,  do  you  find  yourself  agreeing  that,  as  article 
5  of  that  convention  prescribes,  the  treaty  is  to  contain  an  article  by  which  the  basis  can  be 
eetablisbed  for  the  liquidation,  settlement,  and  payment  of  the  debt  which  burdened  tbe 
treasury  of  the  ancient  viceroyalty  of  Peru  untU  the  Spanishauthorities  evacuated  it,  de- 
ducting such  portion  of  said  debt  as  may  pertain  to  the  republ#whose  territory  pertained  to 
the  old  viceroyalty  ? 

"  3.  Supposing,  also,  an  affirmative  answer,  that  you  accept  the  principle  to  establish  said 
bases,  and  to  designate  tbe  debt  which,  under  various  heads,  may  remain  a  charge  on  Peru, 
that  there  be  adopted  as  a  rule  and  principle  what  was  agreed  on  this.point  with  Costa  Rica, 
i^icaragua,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador  republics— some  of  them  bordering  on  Peru,  and  others  not 
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far  distant  therefrom — which,  when  they  made  their  treaties  with  Spain,  were  at  full  liberty 
to  accept  or  refuse  the  terms  by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  pay  their  respective  debts, 
have  subscribed  thereto  by  a  spontaneous  act,  and  not  by  force  of  a  compromise,  such  as  that 
which  now  binds  Peru ;  (and  with  this  I  respond  to  another  assertion  of  the  manifesto,  in  which 
it  is  assorted  that  the  requirement  of  the  Spanish  government,  or  mine,  was  that  the  treaty 
of  Bolivia  should  be  strictly  followed  and  copied.)  Bolivia  did  not  propose  it.  Chili  always 
proposed  it,  or  four  or  six  republics  which  were  in  the  same  case. 

414  «  «  «  •  •  Passing  by  the  other  four,  *  »  *  *  and  holding  to  the  agree- 
ment between  Spain  and  Chili,  do  you  desire  to  consider  the  article  about  debt,  containcn] 
in  that  stipulation,  '  as  not  in  any  way  correspondent  with  the  position  of  Pern  towards 
Spain?*  M#  ff***/"*** 

The  reasons  are  obvious ;  and  now  that  we  are  at  war  with  Chili,  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
aeclaring  that  that  republic,  moved  by  a  sense  of  justice,  lone  before  the  acknowledgment  of 
her  independence  by  Spain,  passed  a  law  recognizing,  liquidating,  and  marking  out  the  pro- 
cetdings  for  the  payment  of  every  debt  in  favor  of  Spanish  subjects.         »         •         »        • 

*  *  5^1,  and  last.  Taking  into  account  the  antecedent  consideration,  you  desire  that  the  treaty 
with  Peru  be  like  that  with  Chili,  substituting,  however,  for  the  article  about  the  debt, 
another  which  determines  the  obligation  of  Peru :  on  this  point,  the  same  way  as  with  the 
four  republics  above  cited. 

"You  cannot  conceal  from  yourself  that  the  propositions  in  the  preceding  questions  are 
within  the  limits  of  the  convention  of  Callao,  and  in  nowise  exceed  what  is  already  agreed 
upon  by  other  republics  treating  with  Spain  in  a  better  position  than  Peru. " 

To  these  questions  the  following  categorical  reply  was  given  to  me: 

»  •  •  *  •  *  «  « 

3.  That  his  instructions  do  not  authorize  him  to  establish  such  bases,  nor  to  designate  the 
classes  of  debt  which  Peru  must  reco^ise  by  adopting  as  a  rule  on  this  point  what  nas  been 
done  by  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  Bolivia,  and  Ecuador,  •  *  «  •  which  cannot  be  re- 
garded in  the  like  position  with  Peru  as  to  the  settling  of  the  debt.         »         •         #         » 

4.  That  Peru  and  Spain  not  being  in  like  relation  as  Chili  and  Spain  about  the  debt,  and 
being  restrained  by  limited  instructions,  he  could  not  assume  so  great  responsibility  as  would 
result  to  the  undersigned,  not  only  with  his  government,  if  he  should  con.'sent  to  the  substi- 
tution of  the  clause,  pure  and  simple,  relative  to  debt  in  the  treaty  with  Chili,  fur  the  clause 
on  the  same  point  of  any  fo  the  treaties  cited  with  the  four  republics.* 

That  the  governments  of  the  American  republics  ma^  be  covinced  more  and  more  of  the 
justice  of  the  views  which  animate  Spain  in  her  relations  with  them,  and  also  that  they 
may  not  suffer  from  the  misunderstanding  which  would  be  occasioned  by  a  readiness  in  mas- 
tering all  sorts  of  reclamations  of  Spanish  subjects,  without  reference  to  their  origin  and 
causes,  it  is  necessary  and  of  great  convenience  that  due  distinction  be  made  between  claims 
proceeding  from  illegalities,  assaults,  acts  of  violence  done,  endangering  the  persons  and 
interests  of  subjects  of  her  Majesty  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  they  reside,  and  those  founded  only  on  damages  caused  by  contracts,  volun- 
tary laws,  advances,  and  other  matters  of  like  kinds,  in  which  some  Spaniards  willingly 
take  part,  acting  with  absolute  free  will,  and  seduced,  perhaps,  by  the  hope  of  immoderate 
gain. 

Claims  of  the  first  class,  that  is  to  say,  resting  on  undoubtedly  just  causes,  ought  ever  to 
be  the  object  of  the  most  efficient  support  of  her  Majesty's  legation,  which  cannot  refuse 
protection  to  the  interests  of  Spaniards  when  an  injustice  is  inflicted  by  arbitrary  measures 
or  abuses  of  authority  for  whicn  no  cause  has  been  given. 

But  if  the  damages,  indemnity  for  which  is  claimed  by  Spaniards  interested,  proceed 
from  their  completely  free  acts,  the  nature  of  which  is  of  some  engagement  between  parties, 
on  conditions  treely  enterered  into,  it  is  just  and  natural  that  the  question  should  be  venti- 
lated previously  by  courts  of  justice,  as  is  the  practice  in  all  cases,  in  which  persons,  gov- 
ernments, corporations,  or  any  moral  entity,  fan  to  comply  with  an  obligation  clothed  with 
the  legal  formalities  which  it  requires.  Consequently,  in  claims  of  the  class  I  have  indi- 
cated, the  intervention  of  her  Majesty's  representative  does  not  proceed  until  the  parties  in 
interest  show  that  they  have  been  hindered  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  and  uie  use  of 
their  legal  recourses  before  tlie  pispper  court,  or  that,  after  presenting  their  claims,  justice  has 
been  denied  by  an  open  refraction  of  the  laws  involved  in  their  fi^rm.  Either  extreme  being 
established,  the  reclamations  referred  to  acquire  the  character  of  being  caused  by  abuse  of 
power ;  and  this  legitimates  the  official  aid  of  the  legation  in  favor  of  ftie  party  interested, 
which  is  not  the  case  when  he  has  neglected  the  legal  means  for  obtaining  due  justice. 

These  are  the  principles  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty  in 
America  must  be  governeddphen  they  make  reclamation  for  Spanish  subjects,  and  I  doubt 
not  you  will  know  how  to  meet  the  views  of  the  government  in  what  concerns  it. 

BERMUDEZ  DE  CASTEO. 

This  shows  the  senate  how  cautiously  the  Spanish  government  has  acted. 

I  sent  to  our  minister  in  Peru  all  that  had  passed  between  the  Queen's  government  and 
Mr.  Yalie  Riestra,  with  full  power  to  negotiate  there  the  treaty  wUch  ought  to  have  been 
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made  in  Madrid.  What  better  proof  can  be  giyen  bv  her  Majesty's  goyemment  of  its  desire 
to  make  such  treaty  and  its  freedom  from  exaction,  than  to  renoance  the  advantage  of  nego- 
tiating here,  and  transferring  it  to  Lima,  for'  discussion,  not  with  the  Spauiah  government, 
but  with  one  of  its  agents;  not  with  the  Peruvian  representative,  but  with  the  supreme 
government  of  that  country  7 

I  have  always  instructed  the  representatives  of  Spain  that  their  first  duty  is  to  persuade 
and  convince  ail  parties  that  Spain  is  firmly  resolved  not  to  mix  in  domestic  differences ; 
that  she  wants  a  good  understanding  with  the  Peruvian  government,  whoever  may  be  the 
men  who  compose  it ;  that  it  does  not  aspire  to  any  exclusive  privilege  or  influence ;  and 
only  claims  for  its  commerce  and  subjects  that  protection  the  republic  concedes  to  other 
nations.  *  *  **  *  *  #  » 

The  ready  reception  given  by  the  legations  in  America  to  some  unjust  claims  of  Spanish 

subjects,  often  of  cases  devoid  of  title  to  official  protection,  has  produced  inconvenience,  and 

henceforth  it  is  resolved  that  official  aid  shall  only  be  given  when  the  complaint  is  of  acts  of 

Tiolence,  spoiliation,  or  someUiing  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  or  to  treaties  in  force. 
•  »#«•«  i»* 

Before  concluding,  I  can  do  no  less  than  to  recommend  to  you  to  endeavor  by  all  means 
to  inspire  full  confidence  in  the  intentions  and  purposes  of  the  government  in  respect  to  the 
parties,  endeavor  to  tranquilize  operations,  avoid  everything  wounding  to  self-respect  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  pending  questions,  and  setting  aside  the  possibility  of  a 
firesh  conflict  which  may  impose  on  Spain  the  necessity  of  btmren  and  costly  sacrifices. 
The  government  of  her  Majesty  does  not  wish  in  any  manner  that  the  dignity  of  the  coun- 
try be  in  the  least  degree  derogated  from ;  but  would  avoid  useless  contests,  and  the  heavy 


charges  they  accumulate. 


BERMUDEZ  DE  CASTRO. 


October  30, 1865. 

*  *  *  "I  regret  that  advices  from  this  place  have  caused 

the  belief  there,  although  temporary,  that  the  difficulties  we  have  stumbled  on  grow  out  of 
fresh  requisitions  on  my  part"  Thus  I  wrote  to  Valle  Riestra,  on  the  30th  October.  Would 
I  have  disapproved  a  treaty  which  I  invoked  in  every  document  which  has  been  read  f  If  I 
had  assertea  the  revindication  of  the  Chincha  islands — ^if  I  had  asked  for  the  seventy  millions 
of  dollars  which  some  Lima  newspapers  said  were  claimed  by  the  Spanish  government — could 
I  have  addressed  this  letter  to  the  very  agent  of  Peru,  with  the  certainty  that  he  would  flatly 
contradict  me  ?    The  text  of  our  notes  will  dissipate  the  error. 

I  have  also  written  to  Lima  that  I  regretted  the  delay  the  more,  because  having  to  pre- 
sent all  the  papers  relating  to  Peru  to  the  Cortes,  I  found  myself  obliged,  because  the  treaty 
was  not  completed,  to  publish  the  notes  which*had  passed  between  us,  that  there  might.be 
no  room  for  recriminations.  »  *r  #  «  # 

"  Biarritz,  November  4,  1865, 
"I  have  received  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo.    The  fresh  instructions  I  awaited  from  my 

government  to  continue  negotiating  the  treaty  reached  me  yesterday  (there  having  been  a 
elay  of  the  mail. )    I  will  very  soon  address  you  that  we  may  reopen  the  negotiations  which 
I  earnestly  desire.  *  *  »  ^  #  « 

*  *  *  •  *«  I  observe  the  necessity  you  are  under  to  render  to  the  new  Cortes 
an  account  of  this  matter,  but  as  they  will  not  meet  till  December,  I  hope  you  will  find  no 
inconvenience  from  want  of  time."  •  #  »  » 

"San  iLDEFONSd,  November  7 1  1«65. 

**  In  a  few  conferences  we  will  conclude  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  a  consequence  of  the 
pieliminary  convention  at  Callao,  on  which  you  and  I  are  already  personally  busied,  and  I 
shall  be  in  a  situation  to  render  an  account  of  the  result  of  our  labor  at  the  first  sittings 
of  the  new  parliament.  I  allow  myself  a  slight  suggestion  of  this,  because  official  and  pri- 
yate  advices  from  Lima  tell  me  many  remarks  are  made  there  about  our  tardiness  in  com- 
pleting the  treaty,  from  which  they  infer,  adversely  to  Pezet,  new  difficulties  between  the 
governments,  which  none  better  than  you  and  myself  can  contradict.  I  am  ready,  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  we  should  bear  public  testimony  to  the  union  of  the  two  countries,  and  of 
the  good  faith  in  which  you  and  I  have  blotted  out  the  traces  of  old  differences. 
"  I  avail,  Slc,  &c., 

"BEMUDEZ  DE  CASTRO." 

I  have  said  Riestra  sent  me  a  note  of  article  prepared  for  the  settlement  of  the  debt.  This 
comprehended : 

First.  That  mentioned  in  article  1  of  the  laws  of  Peru,  of  August  25,  1834,  bearing  on  the 
branches  of  the  consular  courts,  central  treasury,  tobacco  privileges,  mint,  and  consolidated 
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Second.  All  sums  arising  from  Beqnestmtions,  confiscations,  loans,  deposits,  &.C.,  made 
or  taicen  bj  the  independent  government  or  its  authorities  for  carrying  on  the  war  of  eman- 
cipation. 

On  these  bases  we  opened  fresh  negotiations,  and  if  I  have  anything  to  excuse  myself  for 
it  would  be  for  not  having  done  all  for  the  interests  of  Spanish  subjects.  But  I  attributed 
such  importance  to  this  arrangement  with  Peru  that  I  made  no  difficulty  about  passing  un- 
noticed the  payments  of  debts  of  small  amount. 

Mr.  Riestra  differed  from  me  as  to  my  scheme  of  settlement,  but  such  was  my  desire  to  con- 
clude the  treaty  that  I  yielded  by  admitting  that  nothing  thati  remained  due  on  account  of 
the  armies  of  Ferdinand  Vll^s  reign  should  be  funded,  and  that  no  more  should  be  paid 
than  what  the  independent  government  had  taken  from  Spanish  subjects. 

There  remained  only  one  point  of  difference,  and  on  that  we  agreed  at  our  latest  conference. 

#  *  •  •  •  «  • 

To  facilitate  the  arrangement,  I  conceded  that  we  would  consider  the  republic  as  a  foreign 
nation  from  the  moment  when  an  American  or  European  State  had  recognized  it  as  such  xe- 
public. 

After  such  concessions,  to  remind  me  that  I  had  made  requisitions,  had  created  difficulties, 
had  renewed  claims  for  seventy  millions,  had  abandoned  tne  assured  base  of  the  treaty  of 
January  21,  of  Callao,  is  completely  absurd. 

News  came  that  Pezet  was  replaced  by  Canseco.  Riestra  told  me  he  should  go  away.  I 
asked  him  to  address  me  officially  on  the  subject.  He  replied  he  would  not.  I  rejoined,  if 
he  would  not  I  must  write  to  him,  because  on  such  a  grave  occasion  it  was  necessary  that  each 
should  maintain  the  position  proper  to  him.     My  note  bore  date  of  February,  J 866. 

Mr.  Llorente  wished  to  know  something  of  the  good  offices  offered  by  France  and  Eng- 
land. It  is  indeed  true,  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest  with  the  republic  of  Chili, 
when  news  arrived  that  Admiral  Pareja  he3  established  the  blockade  of  Valparaiso,  both  the 
English  and  French  governments  hastened  to  offer  their  kind  services,  to  try  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  settle  these  disagpreements.  The  Spanish  government  accepted  those  good  services, 
declaring  it  could  not  accept  mediation  of  any  kind,  because,  in  questions  such  as  that  pend- 
ing between  the  republic  of  Chili  and  the  Spanish  nation,  it  could  not  accept  of  it,  nor  have 
any  other  judge  than  its  own  honor.  It  then  accepted  their  kind  offices,  which  was  commu- 
nicated by  the  respective  governments  to  their  ministers  at  Santiago,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  mentioning  the  compromise  offered  by  Spain,  because  it  is  a  proof  of  the  moderation 
of  its  requirements,  as  it  is  also  a  proof  of  the  moderation  of  the  administration  which  imme- 
diately preceded  us. 

The  satisfaction  asked  by  Mr.  Benavidez  was  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  and  explanatory 
notes  which  should  contain  full  satisfaction  to  Spain  of  the  affronts  she  nad  receivea.  Noth- 
ing was  said  of  indemnity,  except  ill  case  hostilities  should  have  broken  out. 

Well,  then,  the  requirements  being  so  moderate,  the  conduct  of  Chili  appears  consequently 
so  strange  and  so  anomalous,  that  the  two  nations  I  speak  of  and  the  iTuited  States  of 
America,  which  had  before  employed  all  the  means  suggested  by  friendship — the  United 
States,  whoso  kindly  sentiments,  impartial  and  friendly  conduct  toward  this  nation  in  these 
circumstances,  the  Spanish  government  can  never  too  highly  appreciate — found  not  only  that 
these  propositions  were  not  exaggerated,  but  that  from  themselves  came  the  proposal  that 
their  good  offices  should  be  exercisefl  to  obtain  from.  Chili,  to  advise  Chili,  to  cause  Chili 
to  see  that  it  was  its  obligation  to  give  satisfaction  to  Spain,  and  the  same  as  that  which  the 
Spanish  government  asked  from  it. 

The  Spanish  government  had  not  asked  indemnity  of  any  kind,  and  had  said  it  would  ask  it 
if  hostilities  should  break  out.  As  for  the  salute,  the  Spanish  government  accepted  at  once, 
as  a  modification,  that  in  place  of  the  twenty-one  guns  fired  in  succession,  they  should  alter- 
nate. Chili  taking  the  initiative.  This,  however,  is  a  delicate  subject,  and  Mr.  Llorente  will 
understand  why  I  cannot  enter  upon  it.  These  good  offices  may,  perhaps,  have  to  be  modi- 
fied, because  the  circumstances  and  situation  have  changed  by  the  untortunate  loss  of  the 
Covadonga. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Hale, 

No.  30]  Department  of  State, 

WaihingtoTh  May  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  President  thinks  that  a  time  has  come  when. he  can  with  propriety 
ask  the  attention  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  to  the  very  interesting 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  Spanish  islands  near  the  United  States,  viz :  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico.  You  are,  therefore,  expected  to  mention  it  in  a  confidential  man- 
ner to  Mr.  De  Castro.  You  will  assure  him,  in  the  first  place,  that  this  govern- 
ment does  not  in  any  case  indulge  any  thought  in  the  nature  or  spirit  of  inter- 
vention, and  that  the  suggestions  now  made  are  inspired  by  feelings  of  entire 
respect  and  good  will  towards  Spain  and  those  provinces.  ^ 
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Although  this  government  has  in  no  manner  pnhlished  the  fact,  yet  it  has 
nevertheless  observed  that  the  policy  of  emancipation  seems  to  be  profoundly 
agitating  the  people  of  all  classes,  white,  black,  and  colored  in  those  islands. 
This  condition  of  things  is,  perhaps,  due  in  a  large  degree  to  a  ripening  of  the 
consciences  and  judgments  of  manKind  everywhere  in  regard  to  the  institution  of 
slavery.  The  desire  for  emancipation  in  the  islands  mentioned  has  undoubtedly 
been  intensified  by  the  success  with  which  it  has  been  recently  crowned  in  the 
United  States.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  slavery  could  Ve  perpe^ 
nated  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies,  after  its  extinguishment  throughout  the 
American  continent,  except  Brazil. 

I  make  these  observations  with  greater  freedom,  because  I  am  aware  that  the 
subject  is  already  in  the  thoughts  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  the  people 
of  Spain.  The  United  States  think  that  Spain  heraelf  could  within  a  reason- 
able time  be  able  to  conform  the  social  and  political  institutions  of  those  islands 
to  the  principle  of  universal  freedom,  without  hazarding  the  calamities  of  civil 
war,  if  her  freedom  of  action  should  not  be  affected  injuriously  by  external 
agencies  and  influences.  It  is  the  desire  of  this  government  that  she  may  ex- 
ercise this  independence  and  enjoy  its  beneficial  results. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  acknowledge  that  at  a  period  not  long  past,  many 
persons  in  this  and  other  countries  conceived  and  attempted  a  dangerous  design 
of  disturbing  the  peace  and  security  of  Cuba.  That  design,  so  far  as  it  was 
embraced  by  any  portion  of  the  American  people,  received  its  impube,  as  it  is 
believed,  from  a  desire  among  slaveholders  here,  that  the  island  with  its  slave- 
holding  population  might  be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  and  thus  increase 
the  slaveholding  political  interest,  which  then  was  a  great  power  in  our  country. 
It  would  be  a  strange  thing  if  now  a  propagandism  of  emancipation  should 
prompt  a  portion  of  the  people  in  several  of  the  American  republics  to  similar 
aggressions.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  such  a  proceeding  would  be  far  more 
effective  when  seeming  to  have  the  sanction  of  benevolence,  than  was  the  ag- 
gressive movement  to  which  I  have  referred,  which  former  movement  had  for 
its  encouragement  here  the  contrary  spirit  of  slaveholding  aggrandizement.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  either  unfriendly  or  unbecoming  on  my  part  when  I 
say  that  the  controversies  with  which  Spain  has  been  involved  during  the  last 
four  years  with  several  of  the  republican  states  of  South  America,  have  produced 
a  feeling  of  exasperation  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Spanish- American  states ; 
that  those  states,  justly  calculating  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  are  not  likely  to  be  slow  in  directing  public  attention  everywhere 
to  the  now  anomalous  toleration  of  slavery  in  the  Spanish  dependencies,  so 
ultimately  connected  in  commercial  and  social  intercourse  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  When  you  have  made  these  observations  to  Mr.  De  Castro, 
you  will  have  said  all  that  it  seems  necessary  to  have  said  at  the  present  time 
upon  this  important  subject. .  The  President  has  no  apprehension  that  the  mo- 
tives of  these  suggestions  will  be  misinterpreted. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  S^. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America,  Madrid, 

Aranjues,  May  31,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  minister  of  the  Spanish  treas- 
ury has,  within  the  last  diree  or  four  days,  resigned  his  office,  and  that  his 
resignation  has  been  accepted.    The  ^pers  in  opposition  to  the  goyeminent 
persistently  represent  that  this  resignation  has  mu^h  political  signiHcance,  and 
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forebodes  the  speedy  disraption  and  overthrow  of  the  present  administration,  at 
the  head  of  which  is  General  0*Donnell ;  and  such  are  the  current  rumors  in 
circulation  in  public.  On  the  other  hand,  the  papers  friendly  to  the  adminis- 
tration deny  entirely  that  this  resignation  has  any  political  significance  what- 
ever, but  is  solely  owing  to  the  state  of  the  late  minister's  health,  which  certainly 
has  been  very  feeble  for  some  time  past,  and,  as  is  alleged,  is  such  that  he  is 
physically  unable  to  discharge  in  a  proper  manner  the  very  onerous  duties  of 
nis  office^  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  latter  is  the  true  reason  of 
the  resiffnation,  notwithstanding  the  many  rumors  that  are  current  of  the  speedy 
downfall  of  the  O'Donnell  administration.  Spanish  politics  at  the  present  time 
present  the  aspect  of  an  unsettled  and  unstable  condition  of  things.  I  have 
thought  for  some  time  of  presenting  to  you,  somewhat  at  length,  but  not  very 
extended,  such  impressions  as  a  residence  of  eight  months  in  Spain  has  made 
on  my  mind,  with  the  limited  means  of  observation  I  have  so  far  enjoyed.  I 
will  only  add,  for  the  present,  that  when  you  hear  remarks  made  about  the 
"  people  of  Spain,''  what  they  think  and  what  they  will  do,  &c.,  if  the  same 
meaning  is  attached  to  the  term  '*  the  people  "  which  the  same  has  in  the  United 
States,  or  even  the  more  restricted  one  which  the  same  term  has  in  England, 
there  are  no  "  people  "  in  Spain. 

I  have  the  honur  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Hale  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  34.]  •  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Jwne  24,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Madrid  has  been  the  scene  of  a  fearful 
insurrection,  which  has  been  completely  quelled  by  the  government.  The  first 
manifestation  of  the  insurgents  was  early  Friday  morning,  (22d  instant,)  when 
two  regiments  of  artillery,  stationed  at  the  barracks  of  San  Gil,  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  royal  palace,  raised  the  standard  of  a  revolt  It 
began  by  some  of  the  men  shooting  their  oflBicers,  who  were  supposed  to  be  loyal 
to  the  government.  It  is  said  that  they  relied  upon  being  supported  by  several 
regiments  of  infantry,  who  failed  them,  and  afterwards  actually  took  part  in  the 
conflict  against  them.  They  were  finally  overcome  by  the  government,  but  not 
till  after  the  barracks  where  they  were  stationed  was  perfeotly  riddled  by  can- 
non balls. 

The  insurrection  was  not  confined  to  the  military,  but  extended  over  a  great 
part  of  the  city,  and  barricades  were  formed  in  numerous  places — ^it  is  difficult 
now  to  say  how  many,  but  they  were  formed  in  many  streets  of  the  city.  The 
house  where  I  live  and  keep  the  legation  is  in  Guile  de  Barquillo,  No.  26.  The 
Prussian  legation  is  under  the  same  roof,  and  the  Brazilian  is  in  the  same  street, 
on  the  opposite  or  northern  side,  No.  13,  and  the  Belgian  legation  at  No.  14,  on 
the  same  side  with  mine.  At  the  very  comer  of  my  house  the  insurgents 
erected  a  barricade,  three  or  four  feet  high,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  across 
the  street,  women  and  children  assisting  in  doing  the  work,  unmolested.  The 
insurgents,  for  some  hours,  appeared  to  have  undisturbed  possession  of  this 
street,  or  that  part  of  it  where  these  several  legations  are  situated.  No  violenee 
or  injury  of  any  kind  was  done  or  threatened  to  any  of  them,  mkL  I  had  no 
apprehension  of  any,  not  either  for  myself  or  family,  save  what  niigikt  occur 
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from  the  effects  of  some  random  shot.  These  apprehensions  were  not  altogether 
unfoanded,  as  you  may  infer  from  the  fact  that  the  comer  of  my  house  was  hit 
by  one  cannon  ball,  the  marks  of  which  very  palpably  remain,  and  also  by  one 
musket  or  rifle  ball.  These  I  suppose  to  have  been  fired  by  some  government 
troops  in  clearing  the  streets,  and  that  the  hitting  of  my  house  was  purely  and 
entirely  accidental.  I  learn  that  a  somewhat  similar  casualty  happened  to  the 
Brazilian  legation.  The  shield  of  the  arms  of  Brazil  over  the  door  was  carried 
away  by  a  cannon  shot. 

Marks  of  cannon  and  musket  balls  are  to  be  seen  in  various  parts  of  the  city, 
and  frequently  pools  of  blood  were  seen  standing  in  the  streets  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  instant.  The  insurrection  was  not  quelled  without  a  great  sacrifice 
of  human  life.  By  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  government  were  in  complete 
possession  of  the  whole  city,  and  had  taken,  it  is  said,  between  one  and  two 
thousand  prisoners.  As  this  is  the  second  attempt  at  revolution  made  within 
the  short  time  I  have  been  in  Spain,  in  each  of  which  the  government  has  tri- 
umphed, I  am  apprehensive  that  they  will  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  deal  severely 
with  such  of  the  rebels  as  they  have  in  their  power.  Indeed,  I  hear  that  many 
executions  have  already  taken  place ;  but  I  have  authentic  information  of  the 
shooting  of  twenty  sergeants  of  artillery  and  one  of  infantry  this  afternoon. 
Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  undoubtedly  see  more  detailed  accounts  in  the 
newspapers  than  I  have  been  able  to  give  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2).  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  33.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  7,  1866. 
Sir:  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Malaga  that  an  order  had  been  issued  to  the  sanitary  board  of 
Cadiz,  Seville,  and  Malaga,  directing  them  to  consider  all  ports  of  the  United 
States  as  infected  with  cholera.  This  information  was  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  now  to  enclose  a  copy  of  his  reply,  and 
also  to  instruct  you  to  take  such  measures  with  reference  to  the  restriction  of 
the  quarantine  imposed  upon  vessels  of  the  United  States  by  her  Catholic 
Majesty's  government  as  may  seem  to  you  to  be  advisable  under  the  circuni- 
Btauces. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  MeCmlloch  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasury  Department,  June  29,  1866. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  jour  department  of  despatch  No. 
50,  from  Mr.  A.  M.  Haocock,  United  States  consnl  at  Malaga,  Spain,  stating  that  her 
Majesty's  government  had  issued  an  order  to  the  sanitary  hoard  of  Cadis,  Seville,  and 
Malaga,  directing  them  to  consider  all  ports  of  the  United  States  a$  infected  with  cholera, 
and  heg  leave  to  stato  that  the  cholera  has  not  appeared  as  an  epidemic  at  any  port  or  place 
in  the  United  States  during  the  present  year,  nor  am  I  aware  of  its  existence  now  in  any  form 
within  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfuliy, 

H.  Mcculloch, 

Seeretarff  of  the  Treaeury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

37  D  o    ^^"^'^  "^  ^^  '^'^'^"''  '^  Google 
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Mr.  Halt  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Madrid^  July  8,  1866. 
Sir:  Since  I  wrote  yoa  last,  nothing  has  occurred  to  change  the  aspect  of 
pnhlic  affairs  in  Spain  from  'what  it  was  at  the  date  of  mj  last  letter.  The 
overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  then  achieved  by  hand-fighting  in  the  city,  seems  to 
have  been  complete  and  thorough,  and  papers  in  uie  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment represent  that  it  was  not  only  entire  but  radical,  and  that  the  insurrection 
was  not  only  subdued  but  eradicated.  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
saying  that  the  fears  I  then  expressed  to  you,  that  the  government  would  feel 
themselves  compelled  to  deal  harshly  with  the  rebels  whom  they  had  taken 
prisoners,  have  been  and  are  being  realized.  The  rebellion  broke  out  on  the 
twenty-second  of  June  last,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month  there  were 
twenty -one  individuals  executed  by  shooting  ;  a  few  days  after,  six  more,  then 
nineteen  more,  and  yesterday,  the  seventh,  fourteen  more,  making,  in  all,  sixty 
military  executions  within  two  weeks  subsequent  to  the  outbreak.  These  num- 
bers are  from  the  official  account. 

*  ♦  4c  '  •  » 

With  much  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  48.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Madrid,  August  13,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  No.  33,  dated  July  7,  1866,  with  the 
enclosure  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  cholera,  and  I  have 
commuincated  the  same  to  her  Majesty's  government.  I  have  received  no 
answer  to  this  communication,  but  from  the  accounts  which  the  newspapers 
bring  of  the  existence  of  the  cholera,  I  fear  that  there  is  little  prospect  of 
inducing  the  Spanish  government,  for  the  present,  at  least,  to  make  any  relaxa- 
tion or  alteration  of  the  orders  already  issued  by  the  Spanish  government  on 
that  subject. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

•      JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  49.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

San  Sebastian,  Madrid,  August  20,  1866. 
Sir:  Several  untoward  circumstances  which  have  occurred — such  as  the  re- 
bellion, change  of  ministry,  and  the  holding  of  the  office  of  minister  of  state 
by  a  gentleman  who  occupied  the  place  only  ad  interim — ^have  caused  me  to  post- 
pone for  some  time  presenting  to  the  government  of  Spain  the  views  suggested 
by  you  in  your  despatch  No.  30,  dated  May  23,  1866.    On  the  16th  instant. 
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however,  it  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  minister  for  giving  audience  to 
foreign  ministere,  I  took  occasion  to  express  to  General  Galonge  the  snggestions 
of  the  despatch.  He  made  no  reply  at  the  time,  but  expressed  a  wish  to  have 
a  copy  left  with  him.  Although  there  was  nothing  in  the  despatch  relating  to 
any  other  subject,  and  nothing  which,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  would  make  it 
improper  to  be  left  with  him,  yet  I  declined ;  and,  instead  thereof,  have  given 
him  a  statement  of  my  own,  of  the  substance  of  what  I  said  to  him. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D*  C. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


JOHN  P.  HALE. 


No.  58.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

San  Sehastian,  Madrid,  September  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  As  I  advised  you  in  ray  despatch  No.  49,  dated  August  20,  1866,  on 
the  16th  day  of  August  I  communicated  to  the  Spanish  minister  of  state  the 
substance  of  your  despatch  No.  80,  dated  May  23,  1866,  and  on  the  20th  of 
the  same  month,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  minister  of  state,  I  com- 
municated to  him  from  this  place  an  informal  statement,  in  writing,  of  the  sub- 
stance of  what  I  had  said  to  him.  I  did  not  retain  a  copy  of  that  statement 
which  I  sent  to  the  minister,  for  it  was  m  ^rely  an  informal  statement  of  my  own 
of  what  I  had  said  to  him,  and  was  a  faithful  and  literal  abstract  of  yonr 
despatch  to  me. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  the  minister  of  state  hae 
sent  me  in  reply  to  said  communication,  and  a  literal  translation  of  the  same. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


8%%or  de  Calonge  to  Mr.  HaU, 

[Translation.] 

Office  op  the  Minister  of  State, 

Madrid,  Afigust  30,  J  866. 
,  The  minister  of  state  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which 
the  minister  plenipotentiarj  of  the  United  States  was  pleased  to  send  him  from  San  Sebas- 
tian, of  the  date  of  the  20th  of  the  present  month,  transmitting  the  substance  of  a  comma- 
nication  which  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Union  had  directeid  him  to  make.  The  under- 
signed, appeciating  as  they  merit  the  express  and  reiterated  protestations  which  are  con- 
tained in  said  note,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  of  the 
government,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have  the  most  remote  idea  of  intervening, 
either  directly  or  indirect! v,  in  those  matters  which  belong  to  oar  own  exclasive  jarisdiction, 
and  taking  into  account  the  sentiments  of  entire  respect  and  g^ood  will  towards  Spain  which 
are  expressed  in  said  note,  finds  no  difficulty  in  assuring  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
that  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  in  giving  its  attention  at  an  opportune  time 
and  occasion  to  the  important  subiect  of  slavery  existing  in  the  provinces  of  Cuoa  and  Porto 
Rico,  will  do  80,  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  right  and  in  accordance  with  principles  which 
they  have  ever  sustained,  without  permitting  their  entire  liberty  of  action  to  be  prejudiciallj 
influenced  by  exterior  agencies  or  influences  of  any  kind.  The  undersigned  asks  the  min 
ister  of  the  United  States  that  in  informing  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Union  that  the 
government  of  Spain  Is  advised  of  the  communication  to  which  he  refers,  he  would  mform 
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bim  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  correct  in  having  no  fear  that  his  motiTes  in 
making  this  communication  have  heen  received  in  a  bad  spirit,  or  misinterpreted  by  tfae  min- 
ister of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  for  reiterating  to  Mr.  John  P.  Hale  the 
•  assurances  of  his  most  aistinguished  consideration. 

E.  DE  CALONGE. 
The  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  48  ]  DfiPARTMENr  OF  State, 

Washing f on,  October  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  September,  No.  58,  has  been  received, 
and  is  approved. 

The  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Spanish  government,  in  reply  to  your  com- 
munication therein  mentioned,  are  in  harmony  with  the  general  policy  of  Spain, 
as  understood  here,  and  are  very  acceptable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  62.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  October  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  to-day  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid  of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  the 

present  month,  which  is  the  recognized  oflScial  paper  of  the  Spanish  government, 

for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  in  full  the  proceedings  of  the  government  io  a 

most  grave  and  important  matter.     You  will  see  by  this  that  by  a  stroke  of  the 

Een  every  municipal  corporation  in  Spain  is  dissolved.  This  is  done  not  by 
iw,  but  by  a  royal  decree,  which  it  is  declared  shall  govern  with  the  force  of 
law ;  not  until  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Cortes,  but  until  it  shall  have  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  Cortes.  This  measure  is  the  more  significant  for  the  reasons 
which  the  proposer  of  it,  Luis  Gonzalez  Bravo,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  assigns 
as  rendering  it  nesessary,  to  wit.,  that  these  municipalites  were  generally  in 
the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  parties  in  opposition  to  the  government. 

This  measure,  coupled  with  the  repeal  of  all  constitutional  guarantees,  which 
was  eflfected  by  the  Cortes  just  after  the  rebellion  of  last  June  was  suppressed, 
lefives  Spain,  at  the  present  moment,  governed  by  as  simple  and  unmixed  a 
despotism  as  can  well  be  conceived  of — a  despotism  against  which  there  is  no 
organized  opposition,  and  which  is  supported  by  a  standing  army  of  about  one 
hundred  thousahd  men. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

tSecretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Administration  of  government — Exposition  to  her  Majesty. 
[Translation.] 

Lady:  When,  on  the  30th  of  Jnlj  last  past,  bv  order  of  your  Mi^66ty,and  in  accord  with 
the  council  of  ministers,  I  discharged  the  difficult  office  of  fixing  the  nature  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  policv  which,  in  what  regarded  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  monarchy,  the  present 
administration  thoa|irht  of  developing,  I  succeeded  in  defining  with  the  exactness  and  clear- 
ness that  was  possible,  as  well  the  weighty  reasons  on  which  such  policy  is  founded,  aa  alio 
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the  ^rave  importance  of  its  first  coDditions  and  of  its  most  nrg<»nt  necessities.  At  that  time 
it  was  the  purpose  only  to  indicate  the  opinions  of  the  administration  to  which  your  Majesty 
had  vouchsalea  your  confidence.  No  one,  upon  reading  the  royal  order  to  which  I  have 
referred,  doubted  the  intentions  of  the  goyernment ;  sincere  men  appreciated,  as  was  right, 
the  energetic  attitude  of  the  responsible  councillors  of  the  Crown,  and  their  firm  resolution 
to  repel  with  the  strongest  efforts  the  attacks  of  the  revolution.  We  continue  in  the  sams 
attitude;  and  in  consequence  of  the  vigorous  will  originating  therefrom,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit,  for  the  approval  of  your  Majesty,  two  determinations  of  gpreat  weight,  not  onlv 
because  of  the  matter  which  constitutes  the  affair,  but  also  because  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  adopt  them. 

The  ministers  of  your  Majesty  came  into  power,  no  one  is  ignorant  of  it,  on  an  occasion 
the  most  critical  and  dangerous.  The  rosponsibilitv  they  accepted  therewith  is  proportionate 
to  the  difficulties  they  are  oblige  to  overcome.  The  enemy  they  resist  breaks  all  restraints, 
and  only  halts  in  the  presence  of  greater  power.  It  would  be  a  ssUl  thing  if  the  government 
should  believe  at  any  moment  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  fortify  itself  in  the  exercise  of 
its  prerogative  by  exceeding  the  limitations  of  the  law,  that  it  should  be  deterred  by  a  fear 
of  which  those  who,  without  truce  or  weariness,  are  combatting  against  it,  do  not  even  give 
any  signs  in  their  terrible  projects.  The  minister  who  subscribes  hereto,  in  concert  with  the 
council  of  which  he  forms  part,  does  not  hesitate  to  ask  your  Majesty  to  deign  to  establish 
by  decree  a  reformation  oC  the  laws  on  the  organization  and  attributes  of  the  municipalities 
and  for  the  government  and  administration  of  the  provinces. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  weary  the  attention  of  your  Majesty  to  recall  to  your  memory  tbs 
state  in  which  the  nation  was  when  the  municipal  corporations  now  existing  were  formed  on 
their  true  bases ;  that  it  was  but  short  interval  of  time  until  the  epoch  at  which  discussion 
closed  and  the  law  of  the  25th  September,  1863,  was  sanctioned  and  went  into  effect.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  to  say  sometoing  on  this  point,  although  in  a  very  few  words. 

Through  the  effect  of  political  vicissitudes,  and  of  the  movements  and  modifications  of 
opinions  and  of  parties  which  for  some  years  past  have  been  taking  place,  the  spirit  of  legiti- 
mate conservatism  and  of  enlightened  opposition  which  constitute  the  natural  patrimony  of 
every  government,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  the  politicians  that  compose  it,  had 
considerably  diminished,  and  with  great  alteration,  as  well  in  the  relations  which  constitute 
nnity  and  harmony  among  the  higher  authorities  of  the  nation,  as  among  those  who  regelate 
the  administrative  functions  of  the  various  agents  of  the  government,  and  establish  the  disd- 

?line  in  virtue  of  which  these  owe  to  the  superior  authority  faithful  aid  and  absolute  obedience, 
'hrough  this  cause  the  municipal  administrations  had  fallen  generally  into  the  power  of  the 
persons  who,  in  place  of  scrupulously  doing  their  dut^  and  maintaining  those  relations  in 
their  purity,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  letter  ot  the  law  in  force,  availed  themselves 
of  the  advantages  which  the  representation  of  the  people  in  municipalities  holds  out  to  arrive  ^ 
mt  ends  touching  political  actions  alone,  and  contrary,  therefore,  to  the  purposes  of  all  well-  . 
regulated  government  Let  there  be  added  to  this  the  infloence,  which  I  need  not  charae- 
terize,  of  the  deplorable  confusion  which  has  been  reached  in  what  concerns  the  controversies 
of  pnblic  life,  in  midst  of  the  discords  which  are  destroying  the  composition  of  old  parties,  and 
bv  the  effect  of  the  new  denominations  to  which  these  discords  have  necessarily  given  birth, 
under  favor  of  such  shocks  of  ideas  and  of  passions  and  of  this  evident  decomposition, 
revolutionary  tendencies,  slowly  and  cautiously  at  first,  openly  afterwards,  and  with  singular 
haughtiness,  came  to  constitute  an  imposing  organism,  and  each  time  made  neater  and  more 
dangerous  demonstrations  of  their  daring  pretensions.  The  revolution,  which,  by  alleging 
imaginary  offences,  made  a  pretence  for  withdrawing  from  the  pacific  field  of  parliamentary 
elections,  in  which  it  would  have  been  beaten,  in  spite  of  all,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
purpose  which  many  of  its  secretaries,  apparently  with  good  reason,  imputed  to  it,  displayed 
its  ability  and  energy  in  getting  possession  of  the  municipalities  and  provincial  corporations. 
I  do  not  believe  it  necessary  to  remind  your  Majesty  of  the  unity  of  the  impulse  and  endeavor 
with  which  the  revolutionary  bands  entered  into  the  contest  in  order  to  appropriate  to  them- 
selves those  influential  springs  of  the  geueral  administration,  almost  at  the  same  time  when 
thev  proclaimed  from  the  offices  of  their  committees,  with  the  slightest  reserve  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  murmur  of  banquets,  war  without  quarter  on  the  fundamental  institutions  of 
the  country,  and  against  the  dynasty  of  your  Majesty,  by  which  they  are  personified.  In 
the  strifes  to  which  this  movement,  electoral  and  agitatiug  at  the  same  time,  gave  origin,  it 
must  be  confessed  concert  and  audacity  were  displayed  on  the  part  of  revolution,  while  on 
the  part  of  authority  there  was  scarcely  perceived  any  but  a  few  feeble  efforts  of  ill-regulated, 
timid,  and  inefficient  resistance.  It  could  not  be  otherwise;  the  conservative  classes  of 
society,  and  the  parties  which  usnally  give  their  support  to  government,  were  at  variance 
among  themselves,  weakened  by  distrust  and  doubt,  overcome  by  fearful  examples  of 
rebellion,  such  as  never  had  been  seen  in  Spain,  overwhelmed  by  the  unexpected  demonstra- 
tion of  Loja,  and  the  bold  and  signiificative  publications  of  the  elysian  fields.  That  followed 
which  might  be  expected.  Revolution  obtained  possession  of  many  important  municipalities, 
and  triumphed  in  the  deputations  from  almost  all  the  provinces.  With  such  elements  it  had 
ready  all  that  it  was  possible  to  desire ;  the  organization  of  its  executive  in  supreme  com- 
mittees supplied  with  advantage  its  absence  from  the  Corted ;  its  predominance  m  the  muni- 
dpalities,  m  the  deputations  and  provincial  councils,  formed  the  network  for  its  local  agents ; 


582  DIPLOMATIC   COEEESPONDENCK. 

the  prerogative  of  ohooging  o£5cers  of  6,000  reals  of  salary  and  under,  and  that  of  proposing 
for  others  greater  remnneration  than  the  new  lavr  conceded  to  the  deputies  from  a  province, 
facilitated  the  means  for  filling  up  the  ranks  of  its  suhaltems.  There  existed  then  a  stale. 
moved  by  the  genius  of  insurrection  within  the  legitimate  state,  which  in  vain  relied  upon 
and  endeavored  to  sustain  subordination  to  iawful  authorities.  If  the  purpose  is  looked  at, 
the  combination  could  not  be  more  fruitful  nor  more  able;  what  has  originated  therefrom, 
and  others  which  have  contemporaneously  been  established,  your  Majesty  knows ;  unhappily 
no  one  is  ignorant  of  it,  and  many  are  still  bitterly  grieving  over  it  in  the  bosoms  of  tKeir 
inconsolable  families.  The  strength  of  the  government  being  dislocated  in  what  concerns 
civil  order  and  in  policy,  symptoms  of  such  weakness  soon  showed  themselves  even  in  the 
sacred  retreats  of  the  administration  of  justice.  It  then  began  to  develop  itself  with  frightful 
rapiditv  in  a  real  disorganization  of  the  state.  The  government,  notwithstanding  its  nsost 
patriotic  purposes,  had  gone  on  losing  the  high  control  of  the  moral  influences,  that  of 
material  forces  and  of  arms,  and  finally  there  came  a  time  when  this  ancient  and  powerful 
monarchy  was  saved,  nol  so  much  through  the  noble  and  brave  efibrts  of  those  who  hazarded 
themselves  in  her  defence  as  good  men,  as  through  God^s  providence,  which  in  infinite  mercy 
took  compassion  on  us  and  blinded  the  underittaiidiug  of  the  revolutionists.  To  break  up 
the  remnants  of  all  these  combinations,  which  still  subsist  in  not  a  few  of  the  municipalities, 
deputations,  and  provincial  councils,  are  addressed,  without  any  disguise  of  their  purpose,  Uie 
two  grave  measures  which,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation  with  the  rest  of  the  ministers, 
and  sanctioned  by  their  accord,  as  1  have  already  said,  I  propose  to  your  Majesty,  well 
knowing  and  facing  without  fear  the  weight  of  responsibilities  which  they  lay  upon  me,  and 
from  which  the  whole  ministry  rely  upon  beiu^  freed  in  the  iudgment  of  all  impartial  and 
judicious  persons,  and  almost  of  the  whole  nation,  to  whose  highest  advantage  they  dedicate 
themselves. 

Yes,  lady,  it  is  necessary  that  the  existing  municipalities,  elected  during  a  period  of  moral 
and  political  perturbation,  appointed  under  the  influence  of  fears  which  each  day  are  pass- 
ing awa^,  should  be  entirely  dissolved,  and  be  replaced  by  municipalities  which,  obeying 
the  inspirations  of  cooler  and  purer  thoughts,  may  limit  themselves  by  the  purposes  of  the 
law  which  may  regulate  their  organization  and  define  their  attributes.  It  is  needful  that 
the  instrunlents  of  municipal  administration  be  not  chosen  for  the  value  of  their  revolutionaiy 
character,  but  for  t  eir  habits  of  order,  for  their  worth,  and  the  disposition  thev  evince  for  the 
discharge  of  the  simple  duties  that  may  be  confided  to  them.  Men  of  peaceful  habits  gpieve 
and  keep  aloof  from  any  co-operation  in  public  matters  when  they  see,  in  not  a  few  settle- 
ments, toat  the  agents  of  the  municipality  have  been  favored  only  in  regard  to  the  military 
services  they  may  have  rendered  at  some  barricade,  or  in  promoting  some  outbreak  ;  nor  does 
the  present  temper  of  public  opinion  admit  that  there  should  be,  for  any  longer  time,  indi- 
viduals in  the  councils  many  of  whom  have,  bv  their  errors  and  deplorable  illusions,  abased 
*  their  influence  and  the  initiative  which  the  law  conceded  to  them  for  other  purposes,  by 
.favoring  more  or  less  directly  revolutionary  conspiracies. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  total  renovation  of  the  municipalities  cannot  be  realized  without 
modification  of  the  existing  law,  which,  although  founded  on  sound  principles,  needs,  never- 
theless, to  be  corrected  in  some  of  its  provisions,  the  government,  which  must  in  every  respect 
meet  its  responsibility  before  the  Cortes,  for  such  cause  deems  it  advantageous  to  make  at 
■this  time  the  amendments  which,  in  its  judgment,  are  on  this  head  recognized  as  proper  by 
persons  of  the  highest  scientific  authority  in  the  matter. 
'  It  is  also  indispensable  to  the  ends  of  our  governmental  plan,  not  only  that  the  provinda 
deputations  should  be  completely  renewed,  but  also  that,  in  the  future,  their  action  should 
henceforth  be  circumscribed  within  the  limitations  that  never  should  have  been  passed;  and 
that  whilst  the  purposes  and  aspirations  of  certain  proclivities  are  unchanged,  and  the  attitude 
of  the  times  is  not  improved,  it  will  be  necessarv  to  maintain  and  strengthen  them  at  any 
-oost.  Your  Majesty  will  see  in  what  manner  toe  subscribing  minister,  in  concert  with  his 
colleagues,  uncierstands  these  limitations.  Many  of  them  will,  without  any  doubt,  meet  the 
.  approval  of  no  small  number,  even  among  those  whom  we  consider  our  adversaries.  OtherB 
have  for  foundation,  as  I  have  already  shown,  the  strong  urgency  which  is  felt  through  all 
classes  of  society  for  re-establishing  with  vigor  the  essential  elements  of  authority.  Some, 
in  fine,  limit  themselves  to  restoring  the  systematic  fitness  of  different  points  of  law,  which 
have  not  been  properly  adjusted,  and  which,  therefore,  seem  foreign  to  the  enacting  prin- 
ciples of  its  fundamental  articles,  and  the  primordial  purposes  which  the  legisUitor  ought  to 
propose  to  himself,  and,  in  fact,  intended. 

We  have  unfortunately  reached  a  time  when  there  is  no  political  question  which  should 
be  considered  as  of  light  consequence.  This,  whose  solution  I  have  to-day  the  honor  to 
submit  to  the  high  judgment  of  your  Majesty,  would,  on  anv  occasion,  be  of  great  weight 
.and  consequence.  At  the  present  moment  it  takes  the  breadth  and  gravitv  of  the  risk  which 
has  occurred,  and  is  concealed  from  no  one,  and  which  it  is  necessary  to  be  set  aside  by  the 
manly  decision  of  our  country.  The  present  ministers  of  your  Majesty  believe,  with 
stronger  reasons  than  those  which  could  have  swayed  many  of  their  predecessors,  ^at  to 
attain  not  merely  the  confirmation  and  permanence  of  these  institutions,  but  their  salvation, 
.and  that  of  the  conntry  itself,  and  to  shut  off  at  once  the  series  of  rash  hopes,  it  is  in  evexr 
respect  necessary  that  the  government  should  act  exclusively  as  the  representative,  which  n 
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is,  of  the  general  interests  of  the  nation,  and  shonld  rise  superior  to  the  narrow  views  and 
exhausted  preoccnpations  of  the  diverse  partialities  which  are  in  antagonism  in  the  field  of 
politics. 

Applying  this  great  maxim,  which  has  served  as  a  polar  star  from  epochs  the  most  remote 
to  all  governments  and  to  all  nations  when  they  have  had  to  conquer  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties and  to  control  great  misfortunes,  the  subscribing  minister  most  respectfully  proposes  to 
the  approval  of  your  Majesty  the  following  decree. 

Madrid,  October  21,  1866. 

Lady  A.  L.  E.  P.  de  V.  M. 

LUIZ  QONSALES  BRAVO. 


[Translation.] 

ROYAL  DECREE. 

In  conformity  with  what  has  been  submitted  to  me  by  the  minister  of  government  in  con- 
cert with  the  council  of  ministers,  I  have  decreed  as  follows : 

The  laws  on  the  organization  and  attributions  of  ayuntamientos,  and  on  the  government 
and  administration  of  the  provinces,  are  abrogated,  according  to  the  terms  which  are  expressed 
in  the  adjoining  projects  of  law,  which  shall  rule  as  laws  of  the  kingdom  until  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Cortes  be  obtained  to  those  which  will  be  presented  to  the  next  legislature. 

Given  at  the  palace,  the  twenty-first  day  of  Octooer,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixtv-six. 

Under  the  royal  rubric 

The  minister  of  government,     LUIZ  GONSALES  BRAVO. 


OORRESPONDENOE  WITH  SPANISH  LEGATION. 

Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spaix, 
Washington,  December  14,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  copy  of  a  despatch  of 
the  25th  November  last,  whicli  he  has  just  received  from  his  government,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  commandant  general  of  the  naval  forces  of  her  Majesty 
in  the  Pacific  will  permit,  as  has  untU  now  been  done,  the  entry  and  departure 
of  the  public  correspondence  at  the  blockaded  ports  of  Chili,  in  the  mode  ex- 
pressed in  the  same  despatch,  and  upon  express  condition  that  in  the  same  way 
the  official  correspondence  of  the  Spanish  government  should  be  carried. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  fresh  occasion  to  offer  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

.GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  to  Mr,  Tassara. 
[Translation.] 

San  ILDBF0580,  November  25,  1865. 

ToDR  ExcELLENcr :  Under  this  date  I  say  to  the  commandant  general  of  the  nayal  forces 
of  her  Majesty  in  the  Pacific  as  follows: 

'*The  ambassador  of  France  at  Madrid  has  expressed  the  wish  of  his  government  that 
orders  maj  be  given  you  to  permit  the  entry  and  departure  of  the  public  correspondence  at 
the  blockade  ports  of  Chili.    I  have  replied,  through  the  medium  of  the  Queen's  ambassado  r 
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at  Paris,  that  no  ioconyexiience  was  seen  in  acceding  to  this  intimation,  but  that  it  must  be 
kept  in  mind  in  this  respect  that  your  excellency,  tar  from  placing  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  realization  of  this  wish,  had  shown  yourself  disposed  from  the  beginning  to  facilitate  it 
bj  bringing  about  an  agreement  with  the  captain  of  the  British  ship  of  the  line,  which 
arrived  at  Valparaiso  soon  after  the  declaration  of  the  blockade,  and  that  certainly  it  vraa 
not  your  fault  if  such  agent  did  not  respond  to  your  invitation,  and  refused  to  receive 
official  despatches  addressed  to  the  Spanish  government,  giving  evidence  of  improper  par* 
tiality  by  a  functionary  charged  with  a  public  and  retributory  service.  In  conformity  with 
the  answer  given  to  the  French  government,  you  will  please  to  direct  that  vessels  which 
carry  the  public  mails  shall  lie  to  at  the  entrance  to  the  blockade  ports,  that  their  boat  or 
some  other  belonging  to  the  Spanish  ships  of  war  may  carry  the  mails  ashore,  and  there 
collect  such  as  may  there  be  delivered  to  them ;  but  if,  notwithstanding  this  show  of  for- 
bearance on  our  part,  the  English  agents  or  those  in  charge  of  the  mails  shall  refuse  to 
receive  the  official  despatches  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  you  will  prevent  any  communication 
with  the  ports  of  the  republic,  as  we  cannot  admit  a  difference  so  offensive  and  prejudicial  to 
Spain.  Notice  of  this  determination  is  given  to  the  governments  of  France,  England,  the 
iJnited  States,  Ecuador,  and  Peru,**  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information,  and 
that  you  may  advise  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  thereof.     God,  &c. 

M.  BERMUDEZ  DE  CASTEO. 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  her  Majesty  at  Washington, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
Washington,  Decendter  16,  1865. 
The  minister  of  Spain  presents  his  compliments  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  has  the  honor  to  place  in  his  hands  a  copy  of 
the  oflficial  Gazette  of  Madrid,  in  which  is  published  the  circular  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty's  department  of  state,  which  Mr.  Tassara  read  to  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward  at  his  interview  with  him  the  day  before  yesterday. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Circular  from  the  minister  of  state  to  the  agents  of  her  Majesty  abroad, 
[Translation.] 

San  IlDEFONSO,  November  23,  1865. 

The  disagreements  which  arose  last  year  between  Spain  and  the  republic  of  Peru,  which, 
by  good  fortune,  did  not  reach  a  state  of  declared  war  between  the  two  countries,  and  which, 
at  tbis  time,  may  be  considered  as  completely  and  satisfactorily  ended,  gave  occasion  to  the 
government  of  Chili,  with  which  we  have  always  kept  up  cordial  relations  of  friendship,  to 
show  to  us  indications  of  hostility  and  ill  will,  which  we  were  far  from  fearing,  because  we 
had  not  given  the  least  cause  for  them. 

In  a  short  time  these  offences  were  multiplied.  The  Spanish  fla^  displayed  at  the  Spanish 
legation  was  maltreated  and  scoffed  at  by  the  populace,  m  sight  ot  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  armed  forces  of  Chili,  which  passively  witnessed  that  act,  unworthy  of  any  civilised  na- 
tion  ;  a  newspaper  called  the  St.  Martin  took  on  itself  the  task  of  insulting,  in  the  most  un- 
heard-of manner,  the  Spanish  nation,  and  even  the  personification  of  its  institutions.  The 
government  did  nothing  to  prevent  this  ;  did  not  even  choose  to  protest  on  the  floor  of  Par^ 
liament,  or  through  the  newspapers,  against  such  unworthy  conduct,  thus  establishing  by 
its  acquiescence,  or  its  lack  of  reproof,  a  tacit  approval  or  complicity  in  such  scandalous 
acts.  In  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  dismissing  to  oblivion  the  treaties  which 
united  it  with  Spain,  it  consented  that  enlistments  of  men  should  be  publicly  announced  for 
manniug  and  arming  the  Peruvian  war  steamer  Lersundi.  Animated  by  a  spirit  openly  hostile, 
it  declared  stove  coal  to  be  contraband  of  war,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  the  Spanish 
squadron  from  supplying  itself  with  that  fuel,  thus  causing  heavy  nsks  and  injury  to  our 
vessels  and  to  the  treasury.  And,  in  greater  proof  of  its  hostile  partiality,  whilst  it  refused 
coal  to  us,  it  permitted  French  vessels,  carryiog  on  hostilities  against  Mexican  port&  to  take 
it  on  board.  OOQ IC 
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It  woold  be  a  tedious  task  to  enumerate  and  develop  the  injories  which  the  goyemment 
of  Chili  so  causelessly  brought  upon  a  friendly  and  allied  nation,  against  which  no  cause  of 
complaint  could  be  entertained,  and  with  which  she  was  connected  bj  a  solemn  treaty  of 
peace  and  friendship. 

This  conduct  gave  rise  to  a  long  series  of  diplomatic  negotiations  between  her  Majesty's 
minister  and  the  cabinet  of  Chili,  a  correspondence  which  began  the  4th  of  May,  1864.  To 
the  repeated  communications  from  the  Spanish  minister,  in  which  he  set  forth  the  series  of 
affronts  received,  the  violation  of  treaties,  and*  of  what  not  only  the  ties  of  old  friendship  and 
solemn  treaties,  but  also  the  rules  of  simple  neutrality  between  nations  which  are  not  enemies, 
require ;  to  reclamations  made  in  terms  the  most  kind  and  dignified  ;  to  the  liv^y  wishes  to 
avoid  all  cause  of  complaint  and  of  estrangement  between  the  two  people ;  to  anxiety,  in 
fine,  of  the  Spanish  government  to  exhaust  all  conciliatory  measures,  that  the  relations  of 
friendship  which  it  longed  to  maintain  with  the  republic  of  Chili  might  not  be  disturbed, 
its  government  only  replied  with  evasions,  with  subtleties,  and  at  times  with  a  disdain  which 
added  to  the  offence  the  bitterness  of  contempt  and  of  irony. 

Notwithstanding  this  conduct,  the  government  of  the  Queen  did  not  lose  its  faabitoal 
<9alinne8s,  nor  lessen  its  wishes  to  arrive  at- a  friendly  settlement.  Of  this  there  is  proof  in 
the  last  note  passed  bv  the  minister  resident  in  Chili  on  the  J  2th  of  May  of  the  present  year, 
in  which  are  recapitulated  the  wrongs  received  from  that  republic,  and  which,  combined  with 
all  other  important  documents  on  this  ill-omened  question,  will  very  shortly  see  the  light. 
To  that  note  the  government  of  Chili  replied  in  the  like  evasive  terms,  which  had  before  ap- 
peared  little  satisfactory  as  well  to  the  government  of  her  Majesty  as  to  her  representative 
at  Santiago.  Mr.  Tavira,  nevertheless,  admitted  he  was  satisfied,  and  declared  that,  in  hi$ 
judgment^  the  explanations  given  did  away  with  the  causes  of  complaint  which  his  govern- 
ment might  have  eotertained. 

But  the  minister  of  her  Majesty,  it  is  sad  to  say,  had  departed  from  his  instructions,  hay- 
ing fallen  short  of  them  wittingly,  as  well  in  addressing  his  note  of  the  13th  of  May,  as  in 
accepting  the  reply  of  the  Chilian  minister  dated  the  16th,  and  in  declaring  on  the  20th  of 
the  same  month  that  in  his  judgment  the  causes  of  complaint  were  done  away.  He  then  had 
in  his  Dossession  the  instructions  which,  under  date  of  March  25,  the  government  of  tho 
Queen  had  sent  to  him,  that  he  might  govern  his  conduct  strictly  by  them. 

In  the  said  instructions,  dictated  under  the  sad  impression  of  so  many  offences  and  so 
many  evasions  of  satisfaction  for  them,  the  government  muntained  the  moderation  and  even 
temper  which  had  guided  it  through  the  long  course  of  the  negotiation.^  Humiliating  satis- 
factions were  not  asked  of  Chili  ;  pecuniary  indemnities  were  not  required,  although  it  had 
indisputable  right  to  them,  in  view  of  the  damage  she  had  occasioned  to  us  by  a  conduct 
contrary  to  special  treaties  and  to  the  laws  of  neutrality.  All  that  was  asked  of  Chili  was  re- 
duced to  what  has  now  been  demanded  through  the  medium  of  General  Pareia. 

Ist.  Salute  of  twenty-one  guns  to  the  Spanish  flag  on  the  day  when  it  can  be  answered  by 
a  ship  of  the  Spanish  squadron. 

2d.  An  explicit  declaration  that  it  shonld  constitute  a  satisfaction  for  the  afi&onts  given  to 
Spain. 

3d.  The  faithful  and  exact  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

These  were  the  only  conditions  asked  of  that  republic  in  satlsfii^on  of  snch  and  so  oflen 
repeated  affronts  and  after  so  tedious  and  barren  negotiation. 

As  I  have  before  pointed  out  to  you,  the  minister  of  Spain  completely  disregarded  these 
instructions,  admitted  himself  to  be  satisfied  by  fresh  evasions  bv  that  government,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  I  found  myself  obliged  to  propose  to  her  Majesty  his  recall,  and  to  intrust  the 
settlement  of  our  differences  to  Craneral  Pareja. 

Vain  will  be  the  attempt  to  argue,  as  the  minister  for  foreign  relations  of  Chili  does  in  his 
note  of  the  22d  September,  that  not  being  able  to  know  the  tenor  of  the  instructions  of  the 
minister  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  by  acting  in  conformity  with 
them,  and  as  the  settlement  of  pending  difficulties  between  the  two  countries  was  an  act  passed 
under  authority,  as  a  thing  decided  when  Mr.  Tavira  declared  on  the  20th  May,  that  the  ex- 
planations given  by  the  Chilian  minister  did  away  with  the  causes  of  complaint  which  his 
f^vemment  fostered.  Passing  by  what  Mr.  Tavira  said  that  those  explanations  did  awa^, 
%n  his  judgment,  the  complaint,  expression,  in  his  judgment,  which  the  minister  of  Chili 
omits,  and  which  omission  is  of  great  importance  to  the  matter  in  hand,  passing  by  also  the 
facts  that  the  acts  of  a  diplomatic  agent  are  never  definite  until  the  receipt  of  the  approval 
and  ratification  of  his  government.  In  the  present  case  it  is  necessary  to  say  that  the  Chilian 
government  was  not  ignorant  of  this.  It  knew  that  the  Spanish  government  might  disap- 
prove the  conduct  of  its  agent ;  but  more  than  this,  the  Chilian  government  anticipated  and 
feared  such  disapproval,  suspected  at  least  that  the  conduct  of  tne  Spanish  agent,  of  whom 
spontaneously  and  in  advance  it  became  a  zealous  and  active  defender,  could  not  be  at  all 
in  conformity  with  the  instructions  received  from  his  government. 

You  can  see  the  proof  of  what  I  say  in  the  circular  which,  under  date  oi  June  1,  Mr.  Co- 
varrubias  addressed  to  the  representatives  of  Chili  in  Europe  and  at  Washington,  on  giving 
them  intellip^noe  of  the  settlement  effected  with  Mr.  Tavira,  copy  of  which  authenticated 
and  proved  m  an  official  manner  exists  in  my  possession.  ^-^  . 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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"We  have  tlie  most  lively  Interest,"  says  Mr.  Covaimbias,  "  that  the  acceptable  conduct 
of  80  honorable  a  diplomatic  agent  (Mr.  Tavira)  may  be  approved  by  his  government. 

"This  interest  does  not  grrow  out  of  fear  of  fresh  complications  with  Spain,  bnt  only  ftnm 
the  feelings  of  loyal  friendship  and  the  consequences  which  animate  us  in  respect  of  Mr. 
Tavira  and  of  Spain  herself.  It  will  very  opportunely  second  her  views,  and  I  commend  to 
you  to  approach  the  ambassador  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  at  that  court  in  order  to  make  known 
the  opinion  which  I  have  expressed  to  you  on^he  termination  of  our  differences  with  Spain, 
and  dispel  any  prejudices  wnich  might  be  fostered  against  the  conduct  of  M.  Tavira." 

If  the  acts  of  this  diplomatist  are  to  pass  as  sanctioned  and  definitive,  as  the  minister  of 
Chili  now  affirms ;  if,  in  making  the  declaration  of  the  20th  of  May,  Mr.  Covarrnbias  thongbt 
that  the  minister  of  Spain  proceeded  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  what  necessity  would 
there  be  to  recommend  and  to  take  action  to  obtain  the  approval  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment? or  what  prejudices  could  there  be  against  a  Spanish  agent  that  a  forei^  government 
interested  in  that  settlement  should  take  it  in  charge  to  dispel  them  ?  No  plainer  proof  can 
be  presented  than  the  language  I  have  copied  to  show  that  doubt  reigned  in  the  mind  of  the 
Chilian  government ;  it  might  almost  be  said  that  it  entertained  the  certainty  that  Mr.  Tavira 
having  acted  in  contravention  of  his  orders,  it  could  not  be  hoped  that  his  government  would 
approve  his  conduct. 

And,  as  if  the  recommendation  already  pointed  out  were  not  enough,  Mr.  Covarrubias  adds : 
"  At  the  same  time,  I  must  charge  you  to  take  a  step  analogous  to  that  indicated  near  the 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  country,  whose  opinion  on  the  matter  would  weigh  mni^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  government.  If  that  opinion  should  harmonize  with  ours  and  be 
given  explicitly  to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  our  wishes  in  the  matter  would  be  filled  up." 

It  is  in  every  regard  unnecessary  tbat  I  should-  indicate  to  you  the  sad  reflections  to  which 
these  expressions  give  rise,  expressions  which  are  under  the  signature  of  Mr.  Covarrabias, 
minister  for  foreign  relations  of  Chili.  They  can  no  less  than  bring  to  your  mind,  and  to  all 
who  read  them,  the  painful  conviction  that  that  republic,  knowing  tbat  the  settlement  made 
with  the  minister  of  Spain  could  not  satisfy  exigencies  of  our  di^itv  and  honor,  was  em- 
ploying also  the  means  you  have  witnessed  to  obtain  an  approval  wnich  it  did  not  expect  nor 
could  it  by  possibility  expect. 

The  conduct  of  the  Spanish  diplomatist  disapproved,  he  removed  from  hia  post,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  government  of  the  republic  to  give  no  satisfaction,  however  moderate,  that  Spain 
ajsked  for  such  and  so  repeated  affronts  revealed,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  was  com- 
pelled to  commend  the  settlement  of  these  differences  to  the  commander  of  her  naval  forces 
m  the  Pacific.  He  was  clothed  therefore  with  correspondent  full  power  to  make  treaties  with 
Chili,  and  instructions  were  given  him  which  are  published  in  the  Gkizeta  of  this  day. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Pareja  at  Valparaiso,  he  transmitted  to  the  government  of  Chili  a 
note  dated  the  17th  September,  in  which,  oriefly  recapitulating  the  several  offences  which  had 
been  gfiven  to  us,  he  asked  of  it  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  that  it  should  g^ve  satisfactory  ex- 
planations on  all  the  points  and  causes  of  complaint,  and  that  by  one  of  the  forts  the  Spanish 
Sag  should  receive  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  tDkich  should  be  returned  immediaUly  by  an 
equal  number  of  guns  in  honor  of  the  Chiuan  flag  from  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  squiadron. 

It  appears  impossible,  but  it  is  true,  that  on  the  fourth  day,  that  is  to  sa^,  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  Covarrubias  replied,  refusing  decidedly  to  give  any  kind  of  satisfaction,  even  the 
very  moderate  one  whicn  General  Pareja  asked  for. 

There  could  be  no  humiliation  in  giving  a  satisfactory  explanation  to  a  nation  which  had 
in  nowise  offended  the  republic,  and  less  still  could  there  be  such  in  saluting  the  Spanish 
flag,  when  we  assumed  the  condition  of  rendering  a  like  salute  to  the  Chilian  flag. 

No  pecuniary  indemnity  was  asked  for,  only  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  government  of 
Chili,  he  might  have  to  use  force ;  then,  if  it  came  to  so  sad  a  case,  that  is  when  General 
Pareja  declared  that  he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  require  indemnification  for  the  damages 
experi^ced  by  the  Spanish  squadron ;  "indemnification,"  said  the  commander  of  the  naval 
forces,  in  his  note  of  the  17th  September,  "which,  if  at  this  date^  yielding  to  a  sentiment  ap- 
propriate to  its  character,  the  government  of  her  CtUholie  Majesty  does  not  reclaim,  unless  in 
the  extreme  case  of  having  to  resort  to  force;  nevertheless,  it  does  not  ignore  the  right  which 
sustains  it,  and  which  it  is  its  duty  solemnly  to  assert." 

The  government  of  the  republic,  which  has  always  refused  any  settlement,  now  alleges, 
as  the  cause  of  its  refusal,  toat  so  just  a  demand  was  made  in  presence  of  considerable 
forces,  and  fixing  a  period  for  satisfiaction. 

.This  is  no  more  than  a  mere  pretext.  Its  resolution  was  taken ;  the  experience  ot  its  past 
conduct  proves  this,  and  so  Mr.  Covarrubias  declared,  when  the  secretary  of  legation  was 
presented  to  him  as  charge  d'affaires  by  his  Majesty's  minister.  **  The  government  of 
Chili,"  said  Mr.  Covarrubias,  addressing  Mr.  Tavira,  "  in  signing  with  you  the  settle- 
ment disapproved  bv  Spain,  did  as  much  as  was  compatible  with  its  dignity;  more  it  could 
not,  nor  cannot  do.'*  In  corroboration  of  this  language,  the  government  of  that  nation 
began  to  make  its  preparations  on  the  12th — that  is  to  say  five  days  before  the  arrival  of 
General  Pareja— by  sending  forces  of  infantry  and  some  artillery  to  the  port  of  Valparaiso, 
without  then  knowing  on  what  terms  or  in  what  manner  the  Spanish  general  would  renew 
the  unsatisfied  reclamations  of  his  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  will  reaoily  comprehend  that  there  now  reouiined  no  recourse  for 
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tlie  commander  of  the  squadron  and  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  but  that  which,  in  accordance 
with  his  instructions,  he  made  nse  of  in  transmitting  his  note  of  17th  September.  Sixteen 
months  of  continued  and  barren  negotiations,  which  had  entirely  exhausted  discussion, 
havini?  elapsed,  the  dignity  of  Spain  had  been  trampled  on,  and  all  means  employed  until 
then,  having  been  utterlv  fruitless,  having  produced  no  result,  but  a  settlement  humiliat- 
ing to  such  degree  that  the  very  government  of  Chili  doubting  if  it  conld  be  approved, 
mppcuftled  to  bring  this  about  to  the  measure  of  soliciting  that  influence  which  deference  and 
consideration  towards  friendly  and  allied  governments  could  not  but  exercise  on  the  decision 
of  the  government  of  her  Majesty. 

Vain,  however,  was  that  expectation.  Those  governments  to  which  she  applied  took  not 
the  slightest  steps  in  favor  of  the  wishes  of  Chili,  judging,  without  doubt,  that  a  cause  could 
not  be  very  j'ust  for  the  triumph  of  which  she  appealed  to  such  means. 

As  I  have  already  said  to  |^ou,  the  minister  of  the  republic  replied  on  the  21st  September 
to  the  note  of  General  Pareja  of  the  17th,  and  a  carefnl  reading  thereof  will  give  yon  to 
understand  the  firm  determination  she  was  in  to  refuse  any  satisfaction  of  our  j'ust  demands ; 
held  that  the  full  powers  with  which  General  Pareja  was  clothed  with  did  not  give  him, 
nevertheless,  the  diplomatic  character  necessary  to  enter  into  official  relations  with  the  gov* 
emment  of  Chili ;  did  not,  for  that  reason,  state  grounds  on  which  she  rested,  but  making 
sore  that  this  circumstance  would  excuse  her  from  all  reply,  she  would  not  that  the  excuse 
should  be  interpreted  into  an  evasive,  dilatory  plea  at  that  time.  Bather,  on  the  contrary, 
she  said  that  she  "earnestly  desired  to  arrive,  as  soon  as  possible,  at  a  result  which  would 
place  her  in  a  clear  and  definitive  position" — words  which,  written  in  those  solmn  moments, 
admit  no  other  interpretation  but  that  of  a  desire  to  carry  things  into  a  state  of  war  and  of 
definitive  rupture. 

Nor  did  she  abandon,  even  on  that  occasion,  her  evasive  and  sarcastic  subtleties.  '*  There 
could  be  no  offence,"  she  says,  ''in  the  Spanish  flag  being  insulted  by  the  mob  at  the 
honse  of  the  legation."  The  proof  is,  that  affronts  given  to  the  flag  of  a  nation  which  re- 
spects itself  are  of  such  gravity  as  make  impossible  any  kind  of  relations  between  the 
offender  and  the  offended ;  thus  it  is  that  Mr.  Tavira  continued  his  relation  with  Chili ;  thus 
it  is  that  he  did  not  withdraw  from  the  territory  of  the  republic ;  thus  it  is  also  that  the 
Queen  of  Spain  had  the  courtesy  to  address  the  President,  to  inform  him  of  events,  pros- 
perous or  aid  verse,  which  occurred  in  her  royal  fiunily.  At  once  this  became  clear  proof  that 
there  has  been  no  outrage ;  if  there  had  been,  it  would  not  have  been  tolerated,  nor  would 
Chili  have  received  such  proofii  of  consideration  and  esteem. 

The  patience,  the  moderation,  the  long  suffering  with  which  Spain  has  negotiated  for 
reparation  through  sixteen  months ;  the  fact  that  she  has  not  chosen  to  recur  to  extreme 
measures  by  rupture  of  her  relations  with  Chili  and  declaring  war ;  these,  and  none  other, 
are.the  reasons  which  are  now  alleged  for  refusing  becoming  satisfoction,  and  even  denying 
the  existence  of  the  offence.  Any  kind  of  settlement  being  rejected  by  the  Chilian  govern- 
ment. General  Pareja  replied  on  the  22d  September,  in  the  evening,  intimating  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  refusal,  if,  on  the  24th,  by  six  o*clock  in  the  morning,  the  government  of 
Chili  had  not  acceded  to  his  request,  he  would  be  under  the  painful  condition  of  declaring  the 
rupture  of  diplomatic  relations,  and  to  call  on  the  force  under  his  command.  Mr.  Covarm- 
bias  immediately  replied  on  the  23d,  at  night,  persisting  in  his  refusal,  and  announcing  that 
the  slightest  act  of  hostility  which  the  sauaaron  should  take  against  the  republic  would 
immediately  produce  open  war  between  Chili  and  Spain.  The  motive  for  opening  hostilities 
not  having  occurred,  Creneral  Pareja  confined  himself  to  declaring  the  blockade  and  rupture 
of  relations,  a  measure  which  may  well  be  regarded  as  the  beg^inning  of  the  war.  Examples, 
however,  are  not  wanting  in  Europe  and  America  which  would  serve  to  establish  a  juris- 
prudence completely  the  contrary.  It  is  true,  notwithstanding,  that  to  the  declaration  of 
blockade  congress  and  the  government  of  Chili  responded  by  declaring  war  with  Spain,  and 
adopting  all  sorts  of  measures  to  carry  it  into  effect  in  the  most  thorough  manner. 

I  cannot  do  less  than  notice  in  this  despatch  some  remarks  which  have  been  made  through 
the  foreign  press  about  General  Pareja  not  having  accepted  the  offer  of  the  foreign  diplomatic 
corps  to  use  its  mediation  for  the  settlement  of  the  differences  by  peaceful  and  honorable 
means.  Nothing  could  be  more  ui^ust  than  to  deduce  from  this  circumstance  any  char^ 
against  the  Spanish  general.  The  diplomatic  corps  intimated,  in  effect,  to  General  Pareja 
no  mediations,  officii^  or  officious,  but  deploring  the  rupture  imminent  between  the  two 
eountries,  reminded  him  that,  by  the  very  terms  of  his  authority,  or  of  his  full  power,  be 
was  under  obligation  to  open  negotiations  anew.  This  communication  was  on  the  22d, 
on  which  day  the  note  of  tne  21st,  in  roj^  to  his  of  the  17th,  was  already  in  the  general's 
hands,  and  in  which  the  government  of  dhili  flatly  refused  to  (j^ive  any  manner  of  satisfac- 
tory explaqation.  In  view  of  this  decided  negative,  and  in  view  also  of  the  silence  ob- 
served by  the  diplomatic  body  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  Chilian  government,  near  which  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  taken  the  like  action,  the  commander  of  the  forces  on  the  Pacific 
could  not  and  ought  not  to  have  departed  from  his  instructions,  exposing  himself  to  a  new 
slight  on  the  part  of  that  government,  which  showed  itself  so  Impenetraole  and  so  resolved 
to  refuse  any  kind  of  setUement 

This  is  not  a  fit  occasion  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  conduct  which  in  these 
circumstances  the  corps  dipbmatique  resident  in  Chili  thought  suitable  to  adopt;  but  I  can 
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do  no  less  than  entertain  the  opinion  on  mj  part  that,  if  from  the  12th  September,  when  the 
disapproval  of  the  settlement  made  with  Mr.  Tavira,  and  the  approacninfif  arrival  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  was  known  at  Santiago ;  or,  if  from  the  17th,  when  Mr.  Pareja  presented  bli 
note,  nntil  the  Chilian  government  answered  it  on  the  21st,  in  tfuch  peremptorv  terms,  bj 
refusing  any  satisfactory  explanation,  the  diplomatic  corps  had  employed  near  that  govern- 
ment all  the  influence  and  advantage  given  to  it  by  its  position  to  make  the  voice  of^reason 
heard,  and  the  benefit  of  not  carrying  things  to  the  extreme  of  a  rupture,  it  is  probable,  or 
at  least  possible,  that  the  answer  of  toe  2]8t  of  September  would  not  have  been  so  decisive 
and  so  hostile,  and  would  have  left  the  door  open  lor  the  realization  of  the  wishes  which  the 
foreign  diplomatic  corps  did  not  think  proper  to  explain  to  the  commander  of  the  squadron 
until  twentV'four  hours  after  the  resolution  of  the  government  of  Chili. 

I  think  these  explanations  will  be  considered  sufficiently  ample,  and  enough  to  prove  tke 
moderation  with  which  we  have  proceeded  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  and  that  the  in- 
cidents which  having  taken  place  through  the  conduct  observed  by  Chili — conduct  founded 
on  ill-will  and  unjust  prejudices,  the  cause  of  which  we  cannot  attempt  to  explain  in  speaking 
of  a  nation  with  whicn  we  have  always  succeeded  in  maintaining  relations  of  most  cordiiu 
and  sincere  friendship— these  explanations  will  show  to  you  that,  if  things  have  reached  the 
sad  condition  in  which  they  were  to-day,  it  has  been  against  the  wish  and  much  to  the  regret 
of  the  Queen's  government.  As  little  can  the  cabintst  of  Madrid  be  accused  of  having  Men 
deficient  in  the  most  entire  frankness.  On  the  disapproval  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Tavira, 
it  conferred  its  powers  on  General  Pareja,  hastened  to  put  this  in  the  knowledge  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  which  you  are  accredited,  through  the  circular  which  I  addressed  to  the  agents  of 
•Spain  in  foreign  countries  under  date  of  7th  August,  and  of  which  you  gave  a  reading,  and 
left  a  copy  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  that  communication  it  is  said  that  the 
instructions  given  to  General  Pareja  ordered  him  to  use  force  against  Chili  if  she  refused  to 
give  us  the  satisfaction  due.  All  the  governments  to  which  these  decbive  declarations  were 
communicated  acknowledged,  not  only  our  right,  but  also  the  moderation  of  our  demands. 
To-day,  unhappily,  has  come  to  pass,  through  the  obstinate  blindness  of  the  cabinet  of 
Santiago,  what  we  then  so  explicitly  announced.  We  are,  therefore,  sheltered  from  any 
imputation  of  trifling  in  our  manner  of  proceeding ;  we  are  exempt  from  any  charge  oif 
want  of  frankness  and  sincerity ;  we  are,  in  the  last  place,  free  from  any  responsibility  for 
the  consequences  which  may  supervene  as  result  of  an  enmi^  as  unjustifiable  as  inexplica- 
ble, and  of  incomprehensible  tenacity  in  refusing  any  kind  of  settlement  and  reconciliation. 

The  government  of  the  Queen  expects  to-day  the  declarations  it  made  on  the  7th  Angiiat. 
Spain  does  not  aspire  to  unwise  conquests  or  acc^uisitions  of  territory  in  America ;  does  not 
desire  to  exercise  any  exclusive  or  preponderant  influence  in  the  American  republics  which 
deduce  their  origin  from  the  old  Spanish  monarchy,  in  respect  of  its  independence  and 
autonomy,  and  does  not  wish  to  excnauge  more  than  that  which  it  cannot  renounce ;  thait 
there  be  observed  toward  her  the  respect  and  consideration  due  between  civiliaed  nationa; 
and  that  she  be  treated  with  the  same  honor  with  which  other  forei^  nations  are  treated. 

As  for  the  republic  of  Chili  in  particular,  we  have  no  sort  of  prejudice  hostile  or  unfairoff- 
able  to  her,  ana  therefore,  as  the  government  of  her  Majesty  is  resolved  not  to  allow  Its 
dignity,  catiselessly  and  gratuitously  offiended,  to  remain  without  the  satisfaction  due  to  her, 
in  the  same  mode  it  is  re^y,  that  object  once  attained,  to  renew  its  old  relations  of  friend- 
ship, and  to  give  to  oblivion  the  disagreements  which  at  present  separate  the  two^  nations. 

You  are  authorized  to  give  a  reading  of  this  despatch  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  leave  a  copy  with  him  if  he  wishes. 

God  save  you  many  years. 

MANUEL  BEBMUDEZ  D£  CASTBO. 
• 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Ttu^ara. 

Department  op  State, 
WaahingUmt  December  19,  1665. 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  hiis  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  14th  instant  by 
Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty,  communicating  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  government,  in  which 
it  is  announced  that  the  commanding  general  of  her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the 
Pacific  will  permit,  as  has  until  now  been  done,  the  entry  and  departure  of  tbe 
public  correspondence  at  the  blockaded  port  of  Chili,  in  the  mode  expressed  in 
the  same  despatch,  and  upon  express  condition  that  in  the  same  way  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  Spanish  government  shall  be  carried. 

In  informing  Mr.  Tassara  that  the  announcement  referred  to  will  be  promptly 
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coxmnnnicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  and  the  Poetmaster  General,  the 
undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  him  on  this  occasion  the  assurances  of 
his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Don  Gabribl  GARCfA  y  Tassara,  Sfc„  Sfc.,  8fc, 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Lbgatk)n  op  Spain, 

Washington,  January  9,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honorahle  Secretary  of  State,  to  call  his  atten- 
tion to  affairs  concerning  the  neutrality  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  deemed  proper  to  declare  in  the  hostilities  between  Spain  and  Chili. 

Notorious  is  the  frequency,  the  impunity,  and  sometimes  even  the  data,  with 
which  the  daily  press  of  this  country  is  publishing  plans  said  to  be  in  process 
of  execution,  or  carried  into  eflFect,  for  supplying  arms  and  vessels  to  Chili,  in 
contravention  of  this  neutrality.  The  undersigned  has  many  reasons  to  believe 
of  these  revelations  that  they  rest  on  some  foundation,  and  perhaps  has,  in  some 
degree,  compromised  his  responsibility  by  not  having  before  this  given  notice  of 
his  information  about  them ;  but  grave  considerations,  amon^  them  and  foremost 
of  all  the  thouglft  of  the  frankness  and  loyalty  which,  during  years  and  despite 
of  critical  situations,  have  reigned  over  the  relations  of  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  have  prevailed  in  his  mind  to  the  present  hour,  and  he  has  not  thought 
of  distracting  the  attention  of  the  department  by  reclamations  which  might  not 
bo  completely  justified ;  but,  notwithstanding,  at  this  day  he  would  fall  short 
of  his  duty  if  he  should  keep  silence,  in  view  of  an  article  and  a  correspondence 
which  have  seen  the  light  in  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  this  country,  the 
World,  of  New  York,  whose  number  of  the  6th  instant  is  annexed  to  this  de- 
spatch, keeping  to  the  veVy  language  of  the  World,  as  well  as  leaving  to  it  the 
whole  responsibility  for  its  revelations : 

•*  For  account  of  Chili  two  vessels  have  been  purchased,  laden  with  a  certain 
class  of  munitions  of  war,  and  escaped  to  sea,  with  the  purpose  of  steering  for 
the  coast  of  Chili,  blowing  up  the  Spanish  ships  of  war,  and  thus  raising  the 
blockade.  One  of  these  vessels  was  in  the  United  States  service  in  the  late 
war,  and  has  been  sold  by  the  Navy  Department  to  the  individual  from  whom 
the  Chilian  agent  bought  it.  The  officers  who  went  on  board  Were  also  in  this 
naval  service.  The  torpedoes  were  manufactured  in  the  city  of  New  York.  At 
the  New  York  custom-house,  certificates  were  procured  as  for  vessels  belonging 
to  Chilian  citizens,  and  the  ships  went  to  sea  under  the  Chilian  flag." 

Whatever  may  be  the  foundation  for  these  proceedings — ^and  the  undersigned 
does  not  mean  to  compromise  the  responsibility  of  any  one,  much  less  that  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the  Navy  Department — ^it  is 
difficult,  nevertheless,  to  ignore  the  character  of  complete  asseveration  with 
which  they  are  enunciated ;  and  it  is  right  to  expect  that  tne  Department  of  State 
will  assure  itself,  not  only  that  its  agents  have  taken  no  part  in  this,  nor  in  any 
other  plan  of  the  same  nature  which  may  be  formed,  but  that  it  will  hasten  to 
prove,  in  a  manner  direct  and  irrefutable,  that,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of 
international  right,  which  on  this  point  are  the  same  with  the  act  of  neutrality  of 
the  United  States,  that  it  is  resolved  to  hinder  the  violation,  in  that  or  any  other 
manner,  on  this  occasion,  within  this  territory,  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  referred 
to.    With  this  purpose,  it  is  proper  to  point  out  a  fact,  of  character  more  indubit- 
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able,  which  two  months  ago  took  place  in  a  port  of  Central  America,  and  which 
proves  in  the  plainest  manner  the  foundation  for  revelations  such  as  those  of  the 
World.  Annexed  also  to  this  note  the  honorable  Secretary  will  find-  the  literal 
translation  of  a  letter  dated  at  Panama  the  II th  of  November  last,  narrating 
the  explosion  in  the  port  of  Taboga  of  sundry  barrels  of  inflammable  matter, 
which  chemical  analysis  proved  to  be  of  no  other  use,  unless  for  the  working  of 
mines  or  the  manufacture  of  torpedoes,  which  barrels  came  from  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  proved  their  explosiveness  by  killing  three  men  and  wounding  six 
others,  on  being  transhipped  to  the  vessel  which  was  to  carry  them  to  Peru, 
with  every  indication  of  being  intended  for  Chili. 

In  making  this  communication  the  undersigned  not  only  takes  into  account 
the  necessity  for  rigorous  compliancQ  with  the  laws  of  neutrality,  but  also  that, 
at  the  same  time,  he  may  discharge  a  duty  by  indicating  to  the  government  of . 
the  United  States  the  danger  there  may  be  to  passengers  going  to  Panama  by 
vessels  whose  cargo  might  contain  materials  like  those  which  caused  the  suspi- 
cious catastrophe  at  Taboga. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  understands  all  the  antecedents  of  the 
Chilian  question,  and  knows  very  well  that  Spain  has  done  no  more  than  ask  a 
satisfaction  which  it  deemed  to  be  due  to  it  on  the  most  unshaken  principles 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  even  such  satisfaction  has  not  been  put  in  fonn* 
except  on  conditions  more  acceptable  than  in  such  cases  other  nations  would 
have  done.  The  government  of  the  United  States  knows,  moreover,  that  Spain, 
manifesting  to  the  last  moment  the  good  feelings  which  actuate  her  towards  the 
nations  of  the  other  Amenca,  has  accepted  first  the  good  offices  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  those  of  France  and  of  England,  to  avoid  an  extreme  solution. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  knows,  in  fine,  that  it  is  purely  and  sim- 
ply a  parade  of  declamation  to  pretend,  at  this  day,  that  Spain  now  comes  to 
violate  principles  or  rights  on  this  continent.  The  same  loyalty,  nevertheless, 
and  the  same' good  dispositions  give  the  Spanish  government  a  right  to  demand 
the  use  of  the  same  conduct  towards  it,  trusting  sincerely  that  the  United 
States  will  continue  to  observe  an  impartially  neutral  course,  for  which  I  have 
given  my  thanks  in  my  recent  despatch  which  has  been  communicated  to  the 
department. 

Lately,  it  having  been  published  in  this  country  that  the  Chilian  government 
was  disposed  arbitrarily  to  extend  the  rights  of  its  flag  to  all  foreigners  who 
shall  enter  in  service  in  this  war,  the  undersigned  thinks  he  should  call  to  mind, 
even  excluding  the  rules  of  international  law  established  on  this  point,  there  is 
in  existence  article  XIV  of  the  existing  treaty  of  1793  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  which  article  refers  especially  tot  the  citizens  of  this  country, 
and  whose  tenorjs  as  follows  : 

'<No  subject  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  shall  take  any  charge  or  commission  for 
arming  any  vessel  or  vessels  to  act  as  corsairs  against  the  said  United  States,  or 
the  citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  thereof,  or  against  the  property  or  inhabit- 
ants of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  soever  with  whom  the  United  States  may 
be  at  war.  In  like  manner,  no  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  said  States  shall  seek  or 
accept  any  charge  or  commission  to  arm  any  vessel  or  vessels  for  the  purpose 
of  pursuing  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  of  taking  possession  of  his 
property,  from  any  prince  or  state  that  may  be,  with  which  his  Catholic  Majesty 
may  be  at  war.  And  if  any  individual  of  one  or  of  the  other  nation  should 
take  such  charge  or  commission,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate." 

This  article  was  brought  to  the  mind  of  the  Spanish  government  during  the 
war  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  in  1846. 

In  virtue  of  all  these  facts,  the  undersigned  trusts  that  this  government  will 
make  pn)per  investigations,  will  repeat  the  orders  which,  without  doubt,  have, 
been  given  to  the  judicial  and  fiscal  authorities,  and  will,  in  fine,  show  its  reso- 
lution to  maintain  the  neutrality  which  it  has  shown  with  such  loyalty  from  the 
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beginning  in  tbe  question  between  Spain  and  Chili ;  not  thinking,  moreover, 
to  call  its  attention  to  the  particular,  also  enunciated  in  the  World,  of  the  sale 
of  a  monitor  to  an  agent  of  the  other  South  American  republic,  because  of  the 
antecedents  laid  down  hy  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  a  former  oc- 
casion ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  apprehended- they  will  be  belied  on  the  present  one. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  fresh  opportunity  to  renew  to  ther  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSAEA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Panama,  November  V,  1865. 
•  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  very  interesting  fact.    The  steamer  LimeDa,  Captain 
Blomfield,  was  at  Taboga  taking  her  cargo  for  the  south,  and  shipped  several  barrels  marked 

C.  M.,  oil,  Callao,  and  E.  M.,  oil,  Callao,  sent  by  the  house  of ,  New  York,  to  a 

Peruvian  residing  in  Callao  by  the  name  of .  A  terrible  explosion  took  place,  with- 
out apparent  cause,  on  board  of  the  ship  which  carried  them  to  the  steamer.  I'hree  men 
were  killed,  six  wounded,  and  the  flames  invaded  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  Captain  Blomfield 
withdrew  from  the  scene  of  the  fire  and  caused  the  fourteen  barrels  already  shipped  to  be 
thrown  into  the  sea.  A  chemical  analysis,  made  by  order  of  the  English  company,  has  shown 
that  these  banels  contained  not  oil,  but  an  explosive  and  inflammable  mixture  of  extreme 
strength,  and  which  could  only  be  applied  to  mines  or  torpedoes.  In  fact,  one  ounce  of  this 
liquid  mixed  with  water  and  beaten  together  exploded  when  a  lighted  match  was  placed  at  a 
distance  of  a  half  a  foot  in  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  is  more  Uian  probable  that  this  terri- 
ble matter  was  destined  to  the  fabrication  of  some  engine  of  destruction,  and  it  is  easy  to  de- 
vise against  whom  were  prepared  these  infernal  machines.  It  was  not  feared  to  expose  the 
lives  of  the  passengers  on  board  of  the  English  steamer  and  the  ship  which  carried  the  fifty 
explosive  barrels  from  New  York  to  Callao. 
Eata  confonue. 


[From  the  New  York  Worid  of  January  6,  1866.] 
CHILL 

IMPORTANT  DISCLOSURES  REGARDING  THE  SPANISH  CHILIAN  WAR. — THE  SPANISH  BLOCK- 
ADING FLEET  TO  BE  BLOWN  UP. — AMERICANS  TO  PERFORM  THE  WORK.— DEPARTURE 
OP  VESSELS  WITH  TORPEDOES  FROM  NEW  YORK.— HOW  THE  ENTERPRISE  IS  CON- 
DUCTED.— A  FLEET  OF  IRON-CLADS  FOR  CHILI,  ETC. 

[Special  despatch  to  the  World.] 

Washington,  January  5,  1866. 

Facts  of  the  most  startling  character  bearing  npon  the  war  between  Spain  and  Chili  have 
come  to  light  at  this  capital  within*the  past  few  days.  It  has  been  ascertained,  in  a  manner 
that  places  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  that  certain  Americans  of  considerable  prominence, 
especially  in  New  York,  have  engaged  in  an  enterprise  the  success  of  which  will  involve  the 
raising  of  the  Spanish  blockade  of  the  Chilian  ports  by  the  most  thorough  and  effective 
means ;  nothing  less,  in  fact,  than  the  total  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  through  the  em- 
plovment  of  torpedoes.  All  the  vessels  of  the  blockading  squadron,  six  in  numher,  are  to 
be  blown  up  simultaneously,  or  as  nearly  simultaneously  as  possible.  The  way  in  which  the 
affair  was  brought  about  is,  shortly,  this ;  When  the  Chilian  agent,  Senor  McKenna,  arrived 
in  this  country  some  time  since,  one  of  his  final  acts  was  to  nasten  to  Washington,  solicit 
and  obtain  an  interview  with  a  very  high  official  connected  with  the  Navy  Department.  To 
this  gentleman*s  consideration  Senor  McKenna  submitted  a  plan  for  the  raising  of  the  Span- 
ish blockade  by  the  m^ns  above  alluded  to.  The  afrent  also  besought  unofficial  assistance 
the  gentleman  in  question  could  give,  consistedly  witn  respect  for  his  position.  The  result 
was  that  Seffor  McKenna  at  once  returned  to  New  York,  fortified  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  the  high  official  to  an  engineer  and  inventor  then  residing  in  that  citv,  but  formerly  in 
the  federal  service — a  gentleman  who  invented  as  well  as  superintended  the  manufacture  of 
the  torpedoes  used  by  the  government  during  the  late  war.  The  engineer  at  once  set  about 
pepanng  an  expedition.  The  order  for  the  construction  of  the  torpedoes  was  given  to  a  prom- 
inent iron  manufacturer  in  New  York ;  a  steamer,  sold  by  the  government  at  public  auction 
and  subFequeutly  purchased  by  the  Chilian  agent,  was  fitted  out ;  a  ship  was  also  purchased 
to  be  used  as  a  tender ;  the  torpedoes  were  delivered  on  board  at  the  appointed  time ;  regular 
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clearances  for  Chilian  ports  were  obtained,  and,  carrying  the  Chilian  flae  and  manned  hj  crewi 
selected  for  the  purpose,  embracing  many  adventurous  youDg  men,  the  vessels  sailed  away. 
Several  weeks  have  now  elapsed.  In  a  short  time,  }jn  all  probability,  new^s  of  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  undertaking  will  be  received.  The  moving  spirit  in  the  enterprise  is  a  man 
whose  filibustering  tendencies  are  well  known  in  New  Yo'rk.  He  is  an  incurable  speculator, 
and,  with  some  oAiis  relatives  and  friends,  recently  sent  a  shipload*of  goods  to  Matamoroa, 
sinking  a  fortune  in  the  operation.  He  is  to  receive  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  gold  when  Um 
flag-ship  of  the  Spanish  admiral  is  blown  up,  and  proportionate  amounts  for  the  destruction 
of  other  vessels.  He  receives  a  salary  of  ^ve  hunared  dollars  in  gold  per  month  during  the 
whole  term  of  his  service  under  the  Chilian  government.  The  same  amount  is  paid  to  ins 
associates.  All  engaged  in  the  enterprise  are  under  the  protection  of  the  Chilian  govern- 
ment. The  leaders  nave  commissions,  signed  by  the  Chilian  authorities,  declaring  that  thej 
are  citizens  regularly  employed  in  the  military  service  of  Chili. 

One  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  enterprise  is  an  American,  a  native  of  New  York,  brother 
to  the  actual  commander,  and  best  known  by  his  connection  with  the  construction  of  the 
Chilian  railways.  Ten  years  he  has  enjoyed  the  favor  and  confidence  of  the  Chilian  g^vem-^ 
ment.  For  reasons  that  are  sufficiently  obvious  I  am  not  permitted  to  mention  names ;  baft' 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  above  related  there  is  no  doubt  whatever. 

THE  SPANISH  SQUADROW. 

Admiral  Pare}a's  squadron,  at  last  accounts,  except  the  Villa  de  Madrid,  which  was  at  Val- 
paraiso, were  distributed  among  the  Chilian  ports  of  Coquimbo,  Caldera,  and  Ancud. 

THE  REPUBLIC  OF  CHILI. 

Chili,  or  Chile,  as  St  is  indiffarentlv  written,  the  most  populous  and  important  of  the  South 
American  republics,  is  a  strip  of  land  between  the  Andes  and  the  Pacific,  in  length  of  coast  line 
about  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  and  in  breadth  uveragiog  from  two  hun- 
dred miles  to  twenty.  The  harbors  along  her  extensive  coast  are  neither  numerous  nor  good. 
The  best  of  them  is  Talcahuana,  in  Talcahuana.  Valparaiso,  though  the  busiest  port  in  the 
country,  lies  open  to  winds  from  the  northward,  and  accidents  to  the  shipping  in  the  harbor 
are  frequent.  Besides  Chili  proper,  the  Chilian  government  exercises  jlirisaiction  over  a  large 
number  of  outlying  islands.  The  population,  according  to  a  census  taken,  probably  with 
the  looseness  of  Depew,in  1857,  was  1,558,4.^3. 

The  population  is  very  heterogeneous.  It  is  estimated  that  onlv  between  one-fourth  and 
one-third  of  the  Chilians  are  of  pure  Spanish  blood ;  the  remainder  being  made  up  of  do- 
mesticated Indians,  and  the  firuit  of  their  intercourse  with  the  dominant  race.  The  industry 
of  the  country  takes  mostly  an  agricultural,  at  least  a  bucolic  turn.  The  labor  is  done  bj 
subjugated  Indians,  who  are  reduced  to  a  sort  of  peonage;  and  the  territory  is  chiefly  in 
the  hands  of  great  proprietors.  The  farms  oflea  comprise  thousands  of  acres,  and  the  ele- 
vated plains  flSford  pasturage  for  immense  herds  of  cattle,  which  are  bred  and  slaughtered 
for  their  horns  and  hides.  The  tillage  is  very  rude,  and  but  for  the  singpular  fertility  of  the 
soil  would  be  almost  without  profit.  But  the  washings  from  the  mountfuns,  which  are 
spread  bv  the  freshets  over  the  lowlands,  and  further  diffused  by  a  system  of  irrigation, 
which,  like  that  of  the  Egypdans,  is  more  advanced  than  the  other  processes  of  the  coun- 
try, makes  the  soil  so  rich  that  the  surface  scratching  which  is  given  to  it  is  rewarded  by  a 
yield  of  from  thirty  to  sixty  fold.  The  mineral  wealth  of  Chili  is  very  g^-eat.  Gold  is  found 
in  the  Cordilleras  near  the  coast,  and  is  mined  for  after  a  fashion  ;  but  the  region  which 
contains  it  is  so  inaccessible,  and  so  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  predatory  Indians,  of 
whom  b^nds  infest  the  whole'interior  country,  that  the  amount  obtained  yearly  is  reckoned 
at  less  than  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Silver  is  worked  more  successfully.  In  18.58,  the 
last  year  of  which  we  have  exact  information  of  their  condition,  there  were  exported,  of 
the  product  of  the  mines,  over  four  millions  of  dollars.  But  copper  is  the  most  important 
of  the  minerals  of  Chili.;  the  export  in  1858  amounting  to  110,700,000,  considerably  more 
than  half  the  value  of  the  entire  exports  of  the  year.  The  commerce  of  the  country,  against 
which  the  existing  blockade  is  directed,  is  not,  it  would  seem,  of  such  extent  that  its  de- 
struction would  seriously  cripple  Chili.  In  1858  the  merchant  fleet  numbered  2^  yessels 
of  all  sorts.  The  government  of  Chili  is,  in  name,  a  republic ;  but,  as  always  happens 
•  when  freedom  is  thnist  upon  a  race  not  fit  to  receive  it,  it  is  a  dictatorship  ;  but  the  fonns  of 
freedom  are  sedulously  preserved ;  a  cabinet  of  four  ministers — of  home  and  foreign  aflfairs, 
of  finance,  of  war  and  marine,  and  of  religion  and  education — is  ordained  to  assist  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  exalted  functions,  and  their  integrity  is  assured  by  a  constitutional  provision 
that  they  shall  not  depart  the  realm  within  six  months  after  the  expiration  of  their  ofiicial 
term. 
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[Special  despatch  to  the  World.] 

IRON  CLADS  FOR  CHILI  AND  PERU. 

Washington,  January  5,  1866. 
This  morain^  the  Peravian  minister  and  an  officer  of  the  Peruvian  navy  visited  tlie 
^lendid  monitor  Miantonomoh,  now  at  the  navy  yard,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  it. 
The  Peru\ian  government  has  already  one  double-turretted  monitor,  and  her  neighbor, 
Chili,  has  two,  being  built  in  England,  and  the  minister  from  Peru  is  anxious  to  purchase 
one  of  our  monitors  for  his  government. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Hunter. 
[Translation.] 
LBGATrON   OF   SpAIN   AT  WASHfNGTON, 

Washingtont  January  24,  1866. 

The  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  has  had 
the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which,  under  date  of  17th  instant,  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  was  pleased  to  address  to  him,  in  answer  to  that  of 
the  9th  from  this  legation,  upon  the  serious  indications  which  existed  that  citi- 
aens  of  this  country  were  violating  the  neutrality  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  deemed  proper  to  declare  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  Chili, 
not  donbting  that  necessary  measures  will  have  been  taken  to  assure  the  observ- 
ance of  such  neutrality. 

On  acknowledging  to-day  the  receipt  of  said  note,  and  as  another  proof  of 
the  ground  for  his  suspicions,  the  undersigned  must  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  honorable  Siecretary  of  State  that,  according  to  news  he  has  just  received, 
yesterday,  and  in  virtue  of  a  charge  made  by  the  consul  of  Spain,  there  was 
detained  at  New  York  the  steamer  Meteor,  built  some  time  since,  as  is  public 
and  notorious,  for  the  express  purpose  of  pursuing  the  Alabama,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  the  detention  will  be  definitive,  by  force  of  the  evidence  which 
exists  that  the  Meteor  was  destined  to  cruise  against  Spain. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  ad  interim  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TA8SARA. 

Hon.  William  Huntbr, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.] 

Lbgation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Wa^hington^  January  25 ^  1866. 
The  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  must  again 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  to  the  affiur 
of  the  steamer  Meteor,  of  which  he  spoke  in  his  note  of  yesterday,  with  so 
much  the  more  urgency  as  the  eflForts  are  the  more  notorious  which,  precisely 
in  the  ratio  of  the  general  conviction  which  exists  as  to  the  destination  of  the 
Meteor  and  her  definitive  detention,  are  being  made  to  draw  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  a  resolution  contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

As  must  be  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  the 
Meteor  being  detained,  at  the  instance  of  the  Spanish  consul,  by  the  district 
court  in  New  York,  the  case  has  been  communicated  to  the  department 
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The  advices  "which  this  legation  have  had  to  this  time,  and  which  probahlj 
will  be  corroborated  and  amplified  by  others  of  the  same  nature,  are  that  the 
Meteor  was  expressly  built  by  subscriptions  made  principally  in  Boston  to  pur- 
sue and  capture  the  Alabama,  combining  all  the  conditions  of  speed  and  strength 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  being  intended  to  carry  three  guns  with  a  cali- 
bre of  60  pounds  at  the  side,  100  at  the  prow,  and  another  of  300  at  the  stem. 

That  the  southern  war  being  ended,  it  was  intended  to  sell  her  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  even  to  some  foreign  government,  always  on 
the  belief  that'  she  might  be  considered  a  formidable  war  vessel,  and  yet  pass 
to  experienced  even  eyes  as  a  real  merchant  ship ;  that  the  agents  of  Chili 
having  entered  into  treaty  for  her  two  lAonths  ago,  the  negotiation  was  ulti- 
mately closed  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  a  new  Chilian  agent  by  the 
steamer  of  the  12th  from  Panama,  with  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purchase; 
that  the  plan  was,  when  once  out  of  the  country,  with  papers  for  Panama,  under 
the  flag,  and  with  a  crew  in  part  American,  to  take  in  artillery,  complete  her 
crew,  and  change  her  flag  at  a  neighboring  port,  thence  proceeding  at  once  to 
operate  not  only  against  merchant  vessels,  but  also  against  the  naval  force 
of  Spain ;  that,  among  various  circumstances,  which  even  without  these  antece- 
dents would  have  been  sufficient  to  render  her  suspicious  at  this  late  day,  was 
that  of  her  having  secretly  and  at  night  taken  in  her  supply  of  coal,  there  not 
being  in  her,  beside  what  might  be  deemed  necessaiy,  any  supply ;  and  it  being 
worthy  of  special  attention,  as  one  of  the  most  serious  indications,  that  there 
was  no  sign  of  any  cargo  for  any  kind  of  trade ;  and,  in  fine,  and  it  is  not  the 
least  essential,  at  the  time  of  her  detention  there  was  on  board  Captain 
William  Rebbolido,  commander  of  the  Chilian  corvette  Esmeralda,  who  came 
expressly  to  take  command  by  the  last  steamer,  there  existing  an  afiidavit  of 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  navy  that  it  was  he  who  was  to  command  the 
vessel  ad  interim  and  who  confirms  that  fact  by  his  testimony.  These  cir- 
cumstances, without  speaking  of  others  which  the  Kew  York  press  mentions, 
but  which  do  not  appear  in  proof  at  this  legation,,  are,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
undersigned,  sufficient  to  constitute  one  of  the  plainest  cases  to  which  bectiun 
third  of  the  statute  of  neutrality  of  1818  literally  refers,  to  wit :  the  case  of  a 
vessel  which  prepares  and  arms,  or  attempts  (to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to 
be  fitted  out  and  armed)  with  the  intent  of  being  employed  in  the  service  of  a 
belligerent  power  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  as  actually  hap- 
pened with  Spain  in  the  hostilities  she  has  been  obliged  to  recur  to  against 
Chili,  and  such  being  the  case,  the  vessel  ought  to  be  confiscated  and  the  per- 
sons connected  with  her  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

^If  the  act  of  the  United  States  had  no  existence,  the  prescriptions  of  inter- 
national law  would  always  be  existent  for  tlie  purpo§e  of  giving  it  eflect  and 
supplying  its  place.  Far  from  being  so,  the  said  law,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
more  effective  the  execution  of  the  prohibitions  and  penalties  established  by  it, 
authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  detain  the  ships  which  may  be 
in  such  conditions,  and  to  use,  if  needful  for  that  purpose,  the  land  and  naval 
forces  and  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

It  seems,  however,  that  in  view  of  the  tenor  of  these  definitive  clauses  in  the 
act  of  neutrality,  the  efforts  of  the  Chilian  agents  are  now  directed  to  having 
the  case  of  the  Meteor  decided  in  conformity  with  section  tenth  of  the  same 
act  of  neutrality,  permitting  them  to  give  security,  more  or  less  considerable, 
and  to  depart  with  their  vessel  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Netj 
well ;  but  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  very  well  understand  that  said 
section  ten  is  merely  a  general  measure  of  precaution  in  respect  of  any  armed 
vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  this  country,  which  have  to  sail  from  its  ports 
in  time  of  war  between  two  powers  in  friendship  with  the  United  States.  This 
measure  does  not  suppose  either  a  charge  or  suspicion  even  against  the  owners 
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of  the  vessel,  who,  notwitlistanding,  are  obliged  to  give  security  that  tbey  will 
observe  the  national  neutrality;  thereforefvery  illy  could  reference  be  had  to  it, 
of  the  case  of  a  vessel  like  the  Meteor,  against  wliich  there  exists  much  more 
than  suspicion,  which  belongs,  therefore,  to  a  different  category,  and  in  respect 
to  which  there  does  not  exist,  nor  can  exist,  any  provisions  in  virtue  of  which 
she  can  be  allowed  to  sail  from  these  ports  on  condition  of  giving  security. 
The  case  assumes  much  more  gravity  when  it  is  considered  that  in  accordance 
with  report  believed  in  New  York,  the  true  purpose  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
original  plan,  not  fearing  to  break  openly  the  very  regulations  which  are 
invoked,  and  according  to  the  text  of  which  the  purport  of  the  security  is  no 
other  than  that  the  bonded  vessel  be  not  employed  by  her  owners  to  cruize  or 
act  hostilely  toward  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  any  prince  or  foreign 
state  with  whom  the  United  States  are  in  peace.  It  would,  in  effect,  be  in  view, 
according  to  the  indications  referred  to,  to  forfeit  the  security  as  an  expenditure 
the  more  on  the  expedition,  and  always  to  arm  vessels  in  Uke  condition  out- 
side of  I  he  North  American  jurisdiction.  In  this  way  the  good  faith  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  be  mocked,^ and  the  act  of  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  would  be  converted  into  an  instrument  for  a  deep  enterprise 
essentially  contrarv  to  the  object  which  the  lawmakers  had  in  mind. 

The  undersigned  does  not  venture  to  suppose  this;  and  protests  on  his  part 
against  the  whole  gratuitous  supposition,  but  his  duty  compels  him  to  say,  what 
is  clearly  understood  by  the  very  notices  which  are  published  on  the  matter,  and 
to  forewarn  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  against  eventualities 
which  are  represented  as  possible. 

It  would  not  suffice,  no,  neither  in  this  case,  nor  even  in  any  case  less  grave, 
to  take  a  security  which  it  would  be  from  the  beginning  intended  to  forfeit,  and 
to  proceed  subsequently  as  if  nothing  more  were  involved  than  a  sum  of  money. 

Neither  the  letter,  nor  spirit,  nor  construction  of  a  law  can  be  at  any  time  so 
contrary  to  the  principle  which  dictated  it,  and  the  act  of  neutrality  could  not 
have  been  framed  to  authorize  the  breaking  of  its  purport.  The  security  is  not 
in  any  case  more  than  a  caution  to  hinder  a  transgression,  and  its  forfeiture  by 
the  commission  of  the  transgression  does  not  exonerate  from  the  penalties  that 
are  applicable  to  the  transgeession  itself.  So,  therefore,  if  the  Meteor  should 
depart  from  port,  under  security,  and  at  once  be  armed  as  a  cruiser,  irrespec- 
tively of  the  sum  which  may  have  been  deposited,  her  owners  would  be  liable 
to  trial  in  the  courts  of  this  country ;  the  Chilian  government,  from  the  moment 
she  hoisted  its  flag,  would  also  be  responsible  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  become  responsible,  iu 
turn,  to  the  government  of  Spain.  Meantime,  notwithstanding,  a  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations  of  the  greatest  transcendance  would  have  been  committed, 
amd  such  considerations  as  these  are  what  the  legislation  had  in  view,  when 
authority  was  vested  in  the  President  to  supplement  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts,  by  requiring  in  such  case  greater  guaranties  than  the  bond  to  prevent 
the  neutiality  of  the  government  from  being  scandalously  violated  through  the 
bad  &ith  of  belligerent  agents.  The  undersigned,  nevertheless,  cannot  admit 
the  possibility  that  the  Meteor  should  in  any  view  of  the  case  go  forth  from 
New  York.  To  the  facts  alleged,  another  is  alleged,  which  is  of  great  weight, 
to  wit,  the  notorious  existence  of  a  very  real  conspiracy  against  Spain,  which 
shows  itself  in  New  York — conspiracy,  at  the  head  of  which  are  Chilian  agents, 
who  say  they  are  invested  with  official  character,  and  accredited  near  this 
government ;  a  conspiracy,  the  public  demonstrations  of  which  have  been  such 
as  to  permit  no  doubt  of  their  secret  operations ;  a  conspiracy,  in  fine,  to  which 
the  undersigned  calb  the  attention  of  the  government  with  the  more  confidence, 
as  the  good  faith  of  Spain  toward  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  in  the 
observance  of  the  duties  of  neutrality  becomes  better  known. 

If,  in  fine,  more  reasons  are  needful,  it  would  be  easy  to  find  them  in  docn- 
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mente  recently  published  by  the  Department  of  State,  and  which  determine  the 
jurisprudence  of  the  government  of  thf  United  States  upon  the  matter. 

Hoping,  then,  that  on  this  occasion  it  will  not  be  wanting  to  the  laws  of  a  neutral- 
ity whose  loyal  fulfilment  the  Spanish  government  has  hastened  to  recognize  m 
this  government  from  the  outset  in  the  question  of  Chili,  the  undersigned  avails 
of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  the 
assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G,  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  De  Castro  to  Mr.  Tassara. 
[Translation.] 

Madrid,  January  27,  1866. 
Your  Excellency:  The  circular  of  the  7th  of  August  last,  and  the  other 
documents  relating  to  the  Chili  question  which  were  published  in  the  official 
gazette,  and  subsequently  presented  to  the  Cortes,  have  made  known  the  origin 
of  the  lamentable  conflict  with  that  republic,  and  the  great  solicitude  of  the 
government  of  the  Queen  within  the  limits  of  honor  to  avoid  a  definitive  rupture 
with  the  government  of  Santiago.  All  its  efforts,  its  earnestness,  and  its  good 
will,  were,  unfortunately,  not  sufficient  to  attain  the  noble  end  proposed;  and 
yet,  when  the  persistent  obstinacy  of  the  Chilian  government  made  the  use  of 
coercive  measures,  to  obtain  the  satisfaction  denied  by  reason  and  justice,  una- 
voidable, the 'Spanish  squadron  limited  itgelf  tq  the  act  of  declaring  a  blockade 
of  a  few  Chilian  ports,  using  the  greatest  lenity  and  moderation  in  doing  this, 
with  the  approbation  of  her  Majesty's  government,  which  wa&  pleased  to  indorse 
that  moderation  of  conduct,  and  remove  all  suspicion  of  malevolence  in  its  acts 
towards  the  republic  of  Chili.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  the  govern- 
ments of  two  friendly  nations,  to  which  we  are  bound  by  ties  of  mutual  sympathy 
and  reciprocal  esteem,  animated  with  a  lively  desire  to  procure  a  peaceful  set- 
tlement of  the  misunderstandings  proposed  to  her  Majesty  to  employ  their  good 
offices  to  gain  that  end.  The  Spanish  government  was  very  thankful  for  that 
demonstration  of  friendship,  and  accepted  it  immediately,  without  hesitating  a 
single  instant,  as  it  had  done,  previously  with  the  United  States.  In  acting 
thus,  there  was  no  sacrifice  to  be  made  to  passion  or  resentment,  for  it  cherished 
no  hatred  against  Chili,  but  rather  deplored  the  necessity  of  exacting,  by  force 
of  arms,  what  had  in  vain  been  sought  by  the  pacific  means  of  diplomacy. 
While  this  was  going  on  in  Europe,  the  government  of  the  republic,  on  its  part,  " 
construing  as  a  want  of  energy  what  was  only  the  consequence  of  our  modera- 
tion and  lenity,  continued  to  observe  an  unjustifiable  conduct,  contrasting 
strangely  with  ours,  and  which,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  hazardous  to  attribute 
in  part  to  the  stimulus  of  the  partiality  shown  from  the  beginning  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  diplomatic  corps  residing  in  Santiago.  Perhaps  it  might  also 
be  attributed  to  the  influence  exercised  by  the  intent  of  acts  like  those  of  the 
commander  of  the  English  frigate  Mutine,  who  received  the  authorities  of  a 
blockaded  port  on  board,  with  customary  honors,  within  the  limits  of  the  port, 
and  in  presence  of  the  blockader  that  had  permitted  him  to  pass.  Encouraged 
by  these  acts,  and  by  others  not  less  significant,  or  perhaps  urged  by  any  unac- 
countable feeling  of  spite  against  the  old  mother  country,  the  government  of  Chili 
has  responded  with  violence  and  anger  to  the  generosity  and  prudenceof  the  Span- 
ish government.  When  the  hostility  of  our  forces  was  still  very  far  from  assuming 
the  character  of  direct  aggression,  limiting  the  blockade  to  the  least  possible 
rigor,  arbitrary  measures  were  resorted  to  in  Chili  against  inoffensive  Spaniards 
who  had  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  republic  by  th^ir  labor  and 
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wealth,  and  who  are  now  compelled  to  see  the  fruit  of  their  toil  destroyed,  and 
their  persons  injured  and  insulted  withouT  any  other  reason  for  it  than  their  na- 
tionality. Agents  wer^  sent  to  Europe  and  America,  provided  with  letters  of 
marque  to  arm  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  and  destroying  our  commerce, 
when  Spain  resorted  to  no  such  aggressive  measures,  as  she  could  have  done 
and  had  a  right  to  do.  And,  finally,  a  Chilian  war  vessel,  the  corvette  Esme- 
ralda, usurping  a  neutral  flag,  and  using  means  more  suited  to  corsairs  and  pirates 
than  to  a  respectable  military  marine,  attacked  the  Spauisli  schooner  Covadonga, 
much  smaller  in  size  and  armament,  captured  it,  and  imprisoned  the  officers  and 
crew,  after  a  very  unequal  btit  well-contested  struggle. 

Spanish  blood  was  first  shed,  not  in  a  fair  contest,  but  in  an  attack  almost 
piratical,  not  justifiable  by  the  usage  of  lawful  war,  and  the  act  has  been  approved, 
applauded,  and  even  gloried  in  by  the  Chilian  government,  until  a  new  situation 
is  produced,  in  which  none  of  the  considerations  observed  up  to  this  time  can  be 
regarded.  The  death  of  General  Pereja  has  left  Spain  without  a  plenipotentiary 
clothed  with  full  powers  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  agreed  upon,  on  accepting 
the  good  offices  of  the  powers  under  circumstances  certainly  very  different  from 
those  now  existing.  Your  excellency  will  therefore  endeavor  to  persuade  that 
government  that,  always  thankful  for  the  proofs  of  friendship  and  deference  due 
to  those  two  nations,  it  is  not  possible,  while  conferring  new  powers  on  the  chief 
of  the  squadron,  to  disregard  the  situation  created  by  the  conduct  of  the  Chilian 
government,  nor  is  it  possible  to  make  peace  now  without  avenging  the  blood 
shed  and  the  insult  offered  to  our  flag.  It  is  now  no  longer  a  question  of  wrongs, 
more  or  less,  conspicuous,  which,  from  their  nature,  could  be  settled  or  compro- 
mised satisfactorily.  The  good  offices  that  Spain  accepted,  through  deference 
to  the  governments  that  offered  them,  and  to  evince  the  rectitude  of  her  inten- 
tions, cannot  now  take  place  till  things  are  restored  to  a  situation  similar  to  that 
in  which  they  were  when  the  proposition  for  a  settlement  was  made ;  that  is, 
not  till  after  the  stain  is  washed  out,  and  the  unqualified  aggression  of  the  cor- 
vette Esmeralda  is  punished.  With  this  intent,  orders  have  been  dictated,  and 
are  this  day  communicated  to  the  chief  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  charging  him 
especially  to  lay  aside  the  moderation  and  leniency  observed  J;ill  now,  to  disre- 
gard the  voice  of  generous  sentiments  so  little  understood  and  illy  reciprocated 
by  the  government  of  Chili,  and  attending  solely  to  his  duty,  to  keep  the  Spanish 
flag  in  the  post  of  honor  it  deserves,  to  make  use  of  all  means  of  hostilities  au- 
thorized by  the  law  of  nations,  and  carry  them  to  the  greatest  extremes  allowed 
by  the  laws  of  war  in  any  kind  of  military  operations,  and  to  attack  the  Chilian 
seaport  towns,  from  which  the  Spanish  vessels  have  hitherto  refrained,  on  ac- 
count of  considerations  that  no  longer  exi^jt,  because  the  responsibility  of  the 
consequences  must  fall  on  the  government  of  the  republic  which  has  provoked 
by  its  unjustifiable  conduct  a  situation  now  no  longer  deserving  the  considera- 
tions we  have  been  pleased  to  accord  in  good  faith. 

In  this  condition  the  government  of  the  Queen,  all  of  whose  acts  in  relation 
to  conflict  excited  in  Chili  have  been  previously  announced  to  the  cabinets  of 
friendly  powers,  in  proof  of  the  rectitude  of  its  intentions,  desires  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  have  a  full  knowledge  of  all  that  I  have  ex- 
pressed ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  will  of  her  Majesty  that  your  excellency  inform 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  that  government  of  the  contents  of  this  despatch, 
endeavoi;ing  to  convince  him  of  the  perfect  right  Spain  has  to  adopt  a  line  of 
conduct  so  different  from  that  which  she  has  observed  up  to  this  time.  The 
first  sanguinary  aggression  came  trom  the  government  of  Chili ;  the  first  lives 
sacrificed  were  Spanish ;  the  first  treacherous  attack  by  Chilian  forces  has  forced 
us  to  seek  revenge  upon  the  entire  coast.  They  were  Chilian  commanders,  too, 
who,  sacrificing  the  blessings  of  peace  upon  the  altars  of  pride,  have,  by  their 
conduct,  rendered  a  pacific  solution  of  the  conflict  impossible ;  for  these  reasons, 
the  government  of  the  Queen  would  fail  in  its  most  sacred  duties  if  it  did  not 
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try  to  waBh  out  every  etain  that  tai'nisbes  the  honor  of  its  arms.  This  is  the 
object  of  its  aims,  but  first  it  wishes  io  prove  that  the  sole  responsibility  for  the 
ills  that  may  result  bears  exclusively  upon  the  republic  that  provokes  us  to  a 
sanguinary  war,  and  that  the  government  of  Spain,  constant  to  its  frank  and 
loyal  policy,  makes  known  its  intentions  in  advance,  stating  the  justifying 
causes,  that  .it  may  never  be  accused  of  views  inconsistent  with  its  character  of 
rectitude.  Notwithstanding  all  I  have  said,  your  excellency  may  assure  the 
minister  of  foreign  a£Pairs  that  when  equality  is  once  more  re-established  by 
means  of  an  honorable  and  indispensable  reprisal,  the  government  of  the  Queen . 
will  be  disposed,  as  before,  to  enter  into  pacific  relations  with  the  republic  of 
Chili,  if  her  government  desires  it. 

God  give  you  many  years  ! 

BERMUDEZ  DE  CASTRO. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  her  Majesty  in    Washington, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Trauslatiou.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  January  28,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  baa  had 
the  honor  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  24th  and  27th,  from  the  department,  in 
answer  to  his  of  the  24th  and  25th,  about  the  detention  of  the  Meteor.  The 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  replies  in  both  that  prompt  attention 
will  be  given  to  the  afiair,  and  the  undersigned  hopes  this  may  be  done  with  the 
urgency  which  the  case  requires.  At  the  same  time,  and  referring  to  his  pre- 
vious note  of  the  9th  about  what  was  said  in  the  World,  of  the  6th,  of  the  de- 
parture of  two  vessels,  armed  with  torpedoes,  for  Chili,  the  undersigned  feels 
bound  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  depai-tment  to  a  correspondence,  dated 
at  New  York  the  30th  December,  and  published  in  the  Herald,  from  London, 
and  which  has  been  copied  in  the  papers  of  this  country,  referring  pointedly  to 
the  same  facts  which  had  already  been  published  in  the  World. 

It  is  hard  upon  the  undersigned  to  be  obliged  to  dwell  upon  such  supposi- 
tions, and  he  now  repeats  his  security  in  respect  of  the  high  responsibilities 
which,  calumniously  no  doubt,  are  compromised  by  them.  Whatever  may  be 
the  origin  of  them,  notwithstanding,  and  strange  as  may  be  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  acts  like  those  mentioned,  their  transcendence  is  so  mucli 
the  greater  when,  in  many  minds,  they  are  mixed  up  with  facts,  such  as  the  ex- 
plosion at  Taboga,  and  prove  more  and  more  the  movements  of  the  conspiracy 
which,  under  the  shade  of  neutrality,  exists  in  this  country  to  violate  that  very 
neutrality  adversely  to  Spain.  In  the  face,  of  such  facts,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  remain  indifferent,  and  supposing  orders,  which  doubtless 
have  been  given  on  these  matters,  and  the  investigations  which  have  been  made 
into  them,  the  undersigned  can  do  no  less  than  call  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment to  the  necessity  of  disavowing,  in  some  manner,  the  opinion  that  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States  can  be  publicly  and  with  impunity  violated  by 
preventing,  among  other  things,  floating  about,  without  correction,  notices  such 
as  that  which  assumes  the  possibility  that  vessels  of  the  navy — the  rtim  Dun- 
derberg,  which  is  still  in  the  hands  of  its  builder,  Mr.  Webb — may  be  sold  to 
the  agents  of  the  Chilian  government. 

The  undert*igned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  ad  interitn  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^  i 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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[New  York  Herald  of  27th  of  January.] 

f  HE    CfflLIAN    QUESTION— ALLEGED    AMERICAN  AID  AND  COMPORT  TO  THE    CHILIANS — 
EFFECT  OP  THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE    COVADONGA  IN  EUROPE,  tC. 

[Correipondence  London  Herald.] 

New  York.  December  30. 
An  expedition  has  already  sailed  from  this  port,  the  object  of  which  is  to  make  a  direct 
attack — an  attack  which,  if  successfal,  will  put  an  end  to  the  blockade — upon  the  Spanish 
fleet  in  Chilian  waters.  The  design  of  the  inspirers  and  leaders  of  this  expedition  is  to 
destroy  the  Spanish  vessels  witb  torpedoes ;  and  what  is  most  important,  the  enterprise 
receives  at  least  the  covert  sanction  of  the  United  States  government,  as  represented  in  one 
of  its  highest  officials.  A  few  weeks  since,  Seffor  McKenna,  the  Chilian  special  agent, 
waited  upon  Secretary  Welles,  and  represented  to  that  officer  the  necessity  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  tne  Spanish  fleet  He  spoke  of  the  benefits  that  would  result  to  the  United  States 
from  such  an  event,  and  finally  enlisted  the  sympathies  as  well  as  the  more  practical  assist- 
ance of  the  honorable  Secretary.  The  Chilian  ambassador  told  Mr.  Welles  that  the  Ameri- 
can civil  war  afforded  a  striking  example  of  what  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  annoying  a 
hostile  fleet,  and  declared,  in  plain  language,  that  his  government  was  determined  to  try  the 
virtue  of  torpedoes  in  the  work  of  opening  its  ports.  He  therefore  entreated  the  Secretary  to 
give  him  the  name  of  some  person  tnen  or  formerly  in  the  employment  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment upon  whose  experience  and  bagacity  the  Chilians  could  rely.  Mr.  Welles  consented, 
and  furnished  him  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  an  engineer,  then  residing  in  New  York, 
who  had  served  the  United  States  during  the  war,  and  the  efficacy  of  whose  inventions  had 
been  thoroughly  tested  Senor  McKenna  put  himsolf  in  communication  with  this  officer, 
and  the  upshot  of  the  whole  affair  is  that  one  vessel,  conveying  a  cargo  of  torpedoes,  has 
already  sailed  for  the  Chilian  coast.  Others  are  to  follow  in  due  time.  These  submarine 
shells  were  made  in  the  Novelty  Iron  Works  in  this  city ;  the  vessel  was  loaded  at  the  com- 
pany's wharf.  No  attempt  at  concealment  was  made.  The  torpedoes  passed,  to  those  who 
witnessed  the  shipment,  as  well  as  to  the  workmen  engaged  in  tneir  manufacture,  as  **  soda- 
water  fountains.'*  The  engineer  who  has  undertaken  the  task  of  rai^inff  the  blockade  is  the 
brother  of  an  enterprising  American  who  has  long  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Chilian 
government,  and  who  has  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune  in  the  construction  of  railways 
in  Chili.  All  parties  concerned  in  the  work  of  blowing  up  the  fleet  have  been  promised  the 
protection  of  the  government  they  seek  to  benefit;  all  Dear  regular  commissions,  signed  by 
the  Chilian  authorities.  The  leader  in  the  enterprise  is  to  receive  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
'  gold  as  soon  as  the  Spanish  admiral's  flag-ship  is  destroyed,  and  he  has,  in  addition,  a  regu- 
lar salarv  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  in  gold.  His  assistants  also  receive  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  month.  What  is  quite  significant  is  the  fact  that  the  torpedo  vessel  used 
by  our  enterprising  Yankees  was  sold  to  them  by  the  United  States  government  at  a  merely 
nominal  price.  In  fact,  the  whole  affair  is  winked  at  by  our  government.  I  understand 
that  the  British  consul  here  has  been  placed  in  possession  of  the  more  important  of  the  facts 
above  related.  The  matter  cannot  long  be  kept  a  secret  here ;  indeed,  in  a  few  weeks  it  is 
highly  probable  that  it  will  be  made  public  in  the  most  startling  and  convincing  manner. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washingto.v, 

Washington^  February  7,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  miniater  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  finds  it 
his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  an  affair 
which  is  intimately  related  to  the  detention  of  the  Chilian  cruizer  Meteor  by  the 
authorities  of  New  York,  and  to  the  conspiracy  which  exists  in  this  country  to 
violate  the  laws  of  neutrality  against  Spain. 

According  to  advices  received  this  morning  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  tliat 
point,  it  appears  that,  as  the  results  of  documents  and  evidence  of  the  gravest 
character,  the  grand  jury  yesterday  found  a  bill  of  indictment  against  the  Chi- 
lian agent,  Mr.  Vicuna  McKenna,  and  the  court  made  an  order  for  his  arrest. 
The  police  proceeded  yesterday  afternoon  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  Mr. 
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Vicuna  McKenna  refused  obedience  to  it,  alleging  that  he  held  the  rank  of  sec- 
retary of  legation.  The  agents  of  the  court  replied  that  such  rank  was  not 
known  to  them,  but  in  the  end  he  was  permitted  to  remain  in  his  house  with  a 
guard,  and  to  send  a  telogram  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Chili  at  this  capital, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  department  of  State  an  order  that  he 
should  be  set  at  liberty.  There  are  two  things  of  the  greatest  notoriety — let. 
That  Mr.  MtKenna  is  a  Chilian  agent ;  2d.  That  he  has  no  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, and  consequently  does  not  enjoy  any  immunity.  That  Mr.  McKeuna  is 
such  Chilian  agent,  that  he  is  laboring  actively  to  violate  practically  and  in 
deed  the  neutrality  of  this  country  as  against  Spain,  is  a  matter  he  has  proven 
by  publishing  newspapers,  making  speeches  in  public  places,  treating  of  arming - 
expeditions,  and  exciting  citizens  to  cruise  against  Spain,  in  open  violation  of  the 
very  law  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  such  case,  declares  them  to  be  pirates 
and  subject,  so  far,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy.  (Treaty  of  1795  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States.)  If  this  were  not  enough,  his  character  as  such  agent 
seems  to  follow  from  the  very  documents  in  virtue  of  which  he  has  been  accused 
and  ordered  to  be  arrested  by  the  court  at  New  York.  That  Mr.  Vicuiia 
McKenna  has  not  either  the  diplomatic  character,  and  consequently  cannot 
shelter  himself  by  that  against  the  process  of  the  common  law  of  the  country,  is 
a  matter  no  less  in  proof  by  all  the  facts  and  all  the  antecedents  of  his  sojoam 
here. 

On  his  arrival  from  Chili  Mr.  McKenna  announced  himself,  or  wasi announced, 
sometimes  as  minister  or  special  commissioner  to  this  country,  and  at  others  as 
commissioner  not  only  to  tnis  country  but  to  others  in  Europe,  and  although 
the  undersigned  alluded  principally  to  him  in  saying,  in  his  note  of'  the  25th  of 
January,  that  there  existed  in  New  York  a  conspiracy  against  Spain,  at  whose 
head  were  Chilian  agents,  who  said  they  were  invested  with  official  character, 
and  were  accredited  near  this  government,  the  undersigned  took  care,  how- 
ever, not  to  intimate  anything  more  than  that  "  they  said  they  were  invested 
with  such  official  character,"  because  there  had  not  come  to  his  knowledge,  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Vicuna  McKenna,  any  of  those  official  acts  or  formalities  which 
authorize  or  give  reason  to  suppose  a  character  so  noted  as  that  of  minister  or 
diplomatic  commissioner  near  a  foreign  government.  Such  acts,  if  they  have 
taken  place,  are  at  this  moment  unknown  to  him,  and  the  very  fact  that  Mr. 
McKenna  now  announces  himself  not  even  in  the  character  of  minister  or  com- 
missioner, which  in  the  outlet  was  attributed  to  }iim,  but  that  of  secretary  of 
legation,  which  he  assumed  neither  at  first  nor  afterward,  that  very  fact  proves 
better  than  any  reasonings  the  utter  invalidity  of  that  or  any  other  appointment 
which  he  could  allege  as  a  protection  in  the  very  act  of  the  execution  of  a  war- 
rant of  arrest  issued  against  him  by  a  court  of  the  United  States.  The  object 
cannot  be  more  clear,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  government  will  not  allow  the 
law  to  be  evaded  by  means  so  contrary  to  all  established  rules  either  of  common 
law  or  international  law.  So  evident  is  this,  that  the  supposition  cannot  be  for 
a  moment  admitted  that  Mr.  Vicuna  McKenna  can,  for  a  moment,  be  considered 
by  this  government  to  have  the  least  right  to  be  treated  otherwise  than  iu 
such  manner  as  any  other  resident  foreigner  would  be  who  should  be  accused  of 
violating  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  question,  moreover,  is  such  that  if  in 
fact  there  might  have  been  any  act  or  antecedent  not  known,  in  virtue  whereof 
the  agent  referred  to-  might  invoke  some  diplomatic  privilege,  the  offence  with 
which  he  appears  to  be  accused  would  only  be  of  greater  gravity,  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  know  how  to  deal  in  regard  to  him  who, 
under  shelter  of  an  always  questionable  inviolability,  should  have  so  greatly 
compromised  the  neutrality  of  this  country  towards  Spain.  The  case,  neverthe- 
less, does  not  present  the  least  probability,  and  what  is  now  going  on  is  the 
strict  and  faithful  observance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  without  modifi- 
cations nor  privileges,  which  not  only  will  have  no  foundation  on  which  to  rest, 
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but  woujd  give  room  for  the  most  unfavorable  constructions.  It  should  also  be 
well  borue  in  mind,  that  if,  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  the 
principles  already  formally  recognized  by  the  greater  part  of  the  maritime  na- 
tions, the  ancient  laws  of  neutrality  should  now  receive  an  interpretation,  that 
Interpretation  would  necessarily  be  in  a  sense  restrictive  of  cruising,  each  time 
more  and  more  likened  to  piracy,  not  to  say  what  would  be  appropriate  about 
certain  particulars,  such  as  caused  the  explosion  at  Taboga,  and  should  engage 
the  efforts  of  neutral  governments  more  and  more  in  the  repression  of  contra- 
band of  war. 

The  undersigned  will  not  close  without  dwelling  on  the  necessity  that  this 
government,  convinced  by  this  flagrant  proof  of  the  conspiracy  which  exists  in 
this  country  against  Spain,  should  proceed  with  severity  and  energy  in  the  in- 
vestigations of  the  p'ans  revealed  during  a  month  past  by  the  World  in  New 
York,  and  confiding  the  more  every  day  in  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States, 
reiterates  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  con- 
sideratiou. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara.  % 

Dkpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  February  8,  1866. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  yesterday's  date,  relative  to 
the  bill  of  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  New  York  against 
Mr.  Vicufia  McKenna,  an  alleged  Chilian  agent,  and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  the 
matter  will  have  proper  attention. 

^J'he  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  this  occasion  renewed  assurances 
of  his  very  high  consideration.  , 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

SeSor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seteard  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  8,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  further  reply  to  your  several  recent  notes,  relative  to  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Meteor  and  her' detention  at  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
a  report  has  been  received  by  me  from  the  United  States  attorney  in  that  city, 
from  which  it  appears  that  all  proper  and  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  by 
him  to  prevent  any  infraction  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  my 
^highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc„  ^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Tataara  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washipgtont  February  18,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
to  make  known  to  him  that  since  the  public  and  notorious  fact  of  the  explosion 
at  Taboga,  occasioned  by  sundry  barrels  ^hich  contained  inflammable  materials 
for  the  use  of  torpedoes,  it  is  announced  through  the  same  channel  that  there 
had  been  sent  from  New  York,  by  the  company  of  Wells,  Fargo,  a  torpedo,  marked 
"  W.  S.  Betts,  Aspinwall,*'  and  besides  twenty- two  cases,  probably  with  ingre- 
dients, with  the  mark  "  V.  T.  C,"  all  under  care  of  a  citizen  of  this  coantry 
called  Mr.  Dows.  At  the  same  time,  correspondence  lately  received  from 
Gallao  announces  the  arrival  at  that  capital,  bound  for  Chili,  of  a  quantity  of 
torpedo  projectiles,  to  be  employed  against  the  Spanish  squadron,  coming  also 
from  New  York,  and  in  charge  of  another  citizen  of  this  country.  In  view  of 
these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  thinks  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  order  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  strict  watchfulness 
over  what  vessels  are  doing,  as  well  for  the  company  to  which  I  refer  as  for 
every  other  vessel  which  may  take  shipments  of  this  nature ;  and  the  more  so 
^when  it  appears  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  that  Peru  has  declared 
war  against  Spain,  and  renders  equally  suspicious  whatever  is  directed  to  the 
ports  of  Peru  as  to  those  of  Chili. 

In  the  hope  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  deign  to  accede  to  so  just  a 
request,  the  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  the  assurances  of  hts 
highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Jjfr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Wagkington,  February  20,  I860. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  'addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Tassara  on  the 
18th  instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  shipment  from  New  York  of  explosive  pro- 
jectiles, supposed  to  be  destined  for  use  in  Chili.  In  reply,  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  subject  of  Mr.  Tassara's  communication  will  receive 
prompt  and  proper  attention. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara,  on  this  occasion,  renewed  assurances 
of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Se&or  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.' 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
[Translation.] 

Lkqation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  February  27, 1866. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  regrets  to 
have  again  to  call  the  attention' of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  the  affair 
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of  the  Chilian  agent,  Mr.  Yicnfia  McKenna,  in  consequence  of  the  affidavit  which 
was  presented  on  the  14th  by  the  said  McKenna  to  the  district  court  at  New 
York,  of  which  the  department  has,  without  doubt,  had  notice. 

In  his  note  of  the  7th,  in  remonstrating  against  the  pretence  of  Mr.  McKenna 
to  diplomatic  immunity,  the  undersigned  proceeded  on  the  supposition  that  said 
agent  had  no  formal  appointment  from  the  government  of  Chili,  as  appeared 
to  be  deducible  from  the  fact  of  his  having  first  announced  himself  as -minister 
and  commissioner,  and  afterward  as  secretary  of  legation,  and  in  specifying  the 
legation  to  which  he  belonged. 

With  the  affidavit  Mr.  McKenna  has,  notwithstanding,  presented  a  document 
of  the  22d  November,  signed  by  the  minister  of  Chili,  communicating  to  him  the 
appointment  his  government  had  conferred  upon  him  as  secretary  of  the  said 
legation  of  Chili  in  this  country. 

As  to  what  regards  the  character  of  Mr.  McKenna,  in  respect  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  -the  undersigned  has  nothing  to  remark  from  the  mo- 
ment when  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  has  certified  to  the  court  that  it 
appears  from  the  archieves  of  the  department  that  Mr.  McKenna  is  not  and  never 
has  been  such  secretary  of  the  legation  of  Chili  in  this  country,  and  when  the 
court  gave  its  decision  according  to  that  certiBcate. 

But  in  what  regards,  notwithstanding,  the  government  and  legation  of  Chili, 
not  only  can  they  not  repudiate  the  character  they  have  conferred  on  Mr. 
McKenna,  but  as  little  can  they  throw  oflf  the  responsibility  to  which  they  are^ 
committed  by  his  acts. 

This  being  so,  the  undersigned  has  only  to  let  Mr.  McKenna  speak  in  his 
cited  affidavit. 

After  referring  to  his  appointment  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Chili  to  come 
to  this  country  in  the  character  of  such  secretary  of  the  Chilian  legation  at 
Washington,  and  of  confidential  agent  of  that  government  to  imbue  the  public 
opinion  of  this  country  with  the  justness  of  the  cause  of  Chili,  &c.,  Mr.  McKenna 
continues  by  saying : 

"  Immediately  after  arrival  in  this  country,  the  declarant  had  an  interview 
with  the  minister  from  Chili,  and  very  soon  gave  several  lectures  and  speeches 
in  this  city,  (New  York,)  fi>r  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  war  of  Chili  under 
its  true  aspect  of  honor,  patriotism,  and  justice,  against  the  atrocity  of  the  attack 
on  the  part  of  Spain ;  that  these  demonstrations  were  made  to  thousands  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  at  the  Cooper  Institute,  and  various  other  places  in  said 
city  ;  that  with  the  same  purpose  he  issued  many  publications  in  pamphlet  form, 
and  brought  out  a  paper  in  the  Spanish  language  under  the  title  of  Voice  of 
America,  of  which  several  numbers  have  been  issued.  The  declarant  was  in 
Washington,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  for  some  days,  and  during  that  time 
resided  in  the  house  of  the  minister  from  Chili,  as  a  member  of  his  family. 
While  the  declarant  was  there,  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  was  absent  from 
the  country,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  who  was  Secretary  ad  interim,  was  invited  to  dine 
with  the  minister  from  Chili,  who  presented  the  declarant  to  Mr.  Hunter  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Chilian  legation ;  and  the  declarant  was  also  presented  as  such  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  at  a  public  reception,  and  on  other  occasions 
to  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  to  Major  Geneial  Sherman,  and  various  other  hi^h 
official  personages. 

*'  The  declarant  says,  moreover,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a  document  in 
Spanish,  all  in  the  handwriting  of  the  minister  from  Chili." 

The  undersigned  does  not  pretend  to  prove  more  than  what  is  proven  in  these 
paragraphs,  to  wit :  That  he  came  to  this  country  in  the  character  of  such  sec- 
retary of  legation  of  Chili ;  that,  arriving  at  New  York  the  19th  of  November, 
on  the  22d  his  appointment  was  communicated  to  him  by  the  minister  of  Chili ; 
that  as  such  secretary  he  has  labored,  and  been  considered  since  as  of  that  lega- 
tion, and  that  responsibility  for  his  acts  is  the  responsibility  of  that  legation  and 
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of  its  government.  As  for  the  nature  of  these  acts,  the  honorable  Secretary  will 
determine  whether  those  set  forth  in  the  affidavit  are  not  already  in  themselves 
such  as  cannot  be  done  without  the  violation  of  neutrality. 

Even  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  Voice  of  America,  of  which  Mr. 
McKenna  announces  himself  to  be  editor,  the  official  relations  of  the  legation  of 
Chili  with  its  secretary  are  so  manifest  that  in  No.  3,  of  the  llth  February,  of 
which  copy  is  annexed,  is  published  an  official  note  euldressed  by  the  minister  of 
Chili  to  your  Department  of  State,  and  which  he  says  was  obtained  from  the 
legation.  Said  note,  which,  excluding  ev^ry  other  consideration,  is  contrary  to 
the  treaty  existing  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  even  has  tenden- 
cies towards  enlistment  in  this  country,  has  been  without  doubt  replied  to  in 
suitable  terms. 

Trusting  in  the  loyal  neutrality  which  the  United  States  are  maintaining,  the 
undersigned  restricts  himself  to  presenting  these  facts  to  the  consideration  of  the 
government,  availing  himself  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TA88ARA.  • 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


[Translation  of  annex  to  note  14  of  27th  February,  1866,  from  La  Voz  de  la  America,  No.  3.] 

Meantime  we  permit  onrselves  to  call  the  attention  of  the  minister  of  the  Spanish  navy  to 
the  follow  io^  noticeable  document  which  we  have  obtained  from  the  legation  of  ChiU  at 
Washington : 

Legation  op  Chili, 
Washington^  December  27,  J  865. 
The  Spanish  government  having  given  instructions  to  its  cruisers  to  treat  as  pirates  the 
Chilian  cruisers  whose  crews  do  not  consist  in  the  greater  part  of  Chilians,  the  government 
of  the  undersigned  solemnlj  protests  against  these  arbitrary  prescriptions,  and  is  resolved^ 
in  ca!*e  they  be  carried  int^j  effect,  to  avenge  them  by  the  severest  reprisals.  The  govern- 
ment of  Chili  will  protect,  by  all  means  posnible,  as  well  the  officers  as  the  crew  and  equip- 
ment of  the  cruisers  and  public  vessels  of  Chili,  even  though  they  be  foreigners,  who,  while 
they  remain  in  service,  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Chilian  citizens. 

F.  S.  ASTA  BURUAGA, 

Chargi  d' Affaires  of  ChilL 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Tcusara. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  28,  1866. 
.  Sir  :  This  fcoveniment  having  been  officially  apprised  of  the  resumption  of 
hostilities  by  Pern  against  Spain,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  your  government,  that,  in  the  treatment  of  armed  vessels 
of  both  belligerents  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  or  in  ports  of  the  United 
States,  the  rules  of  public  law  and  the  statute  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
subject  of  neutrality  will  be  strictly  and  impartially  observed. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  oflfer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of   my 
highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Se&or  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Lboation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  March  3,  1866. 

The  uudersigDed,  minieter  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  had 
the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  the  28th  February,  which  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  pleased  to  address  to  him,  advising  him  that 
this  government  had  been  officially  informed  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities  by 
Peru  against  Spain,  and  that  in  consequence,  in  the  intercourse  with  the  vessels 
of  both  belligerents  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction,  or  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  the  regulations  of  international  law  and  of  the  statute  of  the 
United  States  on  neutrality  would  be  strictly  and  impartially  observed.  The 
undersigned  will  so  communicate  to  his  government,  requesting  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  to  be  pleased  to  place  in  his  knowledge  any  prescriptions 
which  within  those  regulations  this  government  may  please  to  establish,  in  order 
to  their  punctual  observance  by  her  Majesty  V  vessels  of  war. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  ifc,r^* 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  March  5,  1866. 

The  press  in  this  country  has  published  a  decree  of  the  dfctator  of  Peru, 
dated  Lima,  2d  of  January,  the  text  whereof  is  as  follows  : 

"  All  foreigners  who  serve  on  the  Peruvian  ships  of  war,  or  Chilian,  or  any 
other  of  the  powers  allied  with  Peru  and  Chili,  whether  belonging  to  the  marine 
or  intended  for  crusing,  shall  be  considered  as  naturalized  Peruvians.  In  all  such 
cases  naturalization  is  obtained  by  the  simple  fact  of  the  acceptance  of  his 
services." 

As  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  know,  this  decree,  as  well  as  that 
issued  by  the  government  of  Chili,  to  which  the  undersigned  has  incidentally 
referred  in  former  notes,  cannot  invalidate  the  rules  universally  recognized, 
of  international  law,  which  require  naturalization  previously  to  going  on  a 
criuse,  nor  the  regulations  of  the  government  of  Spain  by  which  it  is  required 
that  the  crews  of  Chilian  criusers,  and  consequently  of  Pernvian,  should  be 
composed  in  greater  part  of  subjects  of  the  respective  nations,  in  accordance 
with  the  same  rules,  nor,  in  fine,  the  treaty  in  force  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  according  to  which  the  subjects  of  both  countries  who  may  cruise 
against  the  respective  governments  are  subject  to  the  penalties  of  piracy.  The 
eSect  of  such  decrees  can  be  no  other  than  to  lead  estray  the  ideas  of  citizens 
of  this  country  on  the  true  nature  and  serious  consequences  of  the  act  they 
may  commit  by  cruising  under  the  Chilian, and  Peruvian  flags,  on  the  false  sup- 
position of  a  naturalization  which  is  unfounded  either  on  the  rules  of  interna- 
tional law  or  the  provisions  of  treaties. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  fresh  occasion  to  offer  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4pc.,  4pc.,  ifc.  Digitized  c  ^v^ 
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Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seteard, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  ok  Spain  at  Washixgton,  * 
Washington,  March  9,  1866- 
The  undersigned,  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  just 
received  information  that  a  vessel  (her  name  Pancas  or  Poncas)  intends  to  leave 
to-night  or  to-morrow  from  New  London  as  a  privateer  against  Spain. 

The  undersigned  hegs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
stop  said  vessel.  A  telegraph  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  send  the 
revenue  cutter  stationed  at  New  London  would  secure  her  for  information.  More 
particulars  will  be  sent  directly  to  the  State  Department. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


f 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation  ] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  March  10,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  miniater  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  ad- 
vices that  the  owners  of  Uie  Meteor  applied  yesterday  to  the  district  court  at 
New  York,  praying  that  she  may  be  released  under  surety,  and  that  the  appli- 
cation was  to  be  decided  on  Monday  the  12th  instant.  The  undersigned  mast 
believe  that  under  existing  charges  and  proofs  the  court  will  not  accede  to  the 
application.  He  hopes,  however,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
the  sphere  of  its  attributes  will  give  instructions  to  the  district  attorney  of  New 
York  to  oppose  it,  tnisting  that,  even  in  the  case  of  the  court  acceding  to  the 
motion,  the  vessel  will  not  be  delivered  to  the  owners. 

The  undersigned  must  urge  this  matter  the  more  as  the  &f  eteor,  not  having, 
as  is  notorious,  the  qualities  of  a  merchant  vessel,  there  is  no  reason  for  letting 
her  go  on  any  ground,  having  reason  to  suppose  that  her  owners,  in  accordance 
with  the  Chilian  agents,  are  disposed  not  merely  to  lay  down  the  security  in 
question,  but  whatever  other  additional  securities  may  be  exacted  from  them, 
in  order  to  use  the  vessel,  once  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to 
go  and  cruise  against  the  commerce  and  mercantile  marine  of  Spain.  What  fol- 
lows, therefore,  is,  that  the  cause  may  take  its  course,  always  on  the  supposition 
that  the  vessel  be  not  given  up.  Hoping  this,  as  well  from  the  justice  and  the 
good  faith  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  re- 
iterate to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  con- 
sideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^„  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  March  29,  1866. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,    thinks 
it  his  duty  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State/lCti  artide  which, 

"        gitized  by  VJ' 
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Tinder  the  heading  of  Chilian  strategy,  has  heen  published  in  the  New  York 
Herald  of  the  16th  instant,  by  Chilian  agents.  Although  without  other  import- 
ance, this  article  has  that  of  being  additional  evidence  that  there  exists  in  this 
country  an  official  agency  of  the  Chilian  government,  at  whose  head,  with  the 
title  sometimes  of  secretary  of  legation,  at  others  of  envoy,  is  Mr.  Vicufia 
McKenna,  which  not  only  has  for  object  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
but  also  makes  public  profession  thereof.  The  letter  spoken  of  came  in  fact 
into  possession  of  this  legation  under  suspicious  circumstances.  The  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  will  decide  whether  this  document  should  be  sent  to  the 
court  which  is  proceeding  in  the  case  of  the  said  Mr.  Vicufia  McKenna. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

'  GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r. 


CHILIAN  STRATEGY. 

A  HUGE  HOAX  ON  THE  SPANIARDS — THmTY  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  SPENT  IN  HUNTING 
IMAGINARY  PRIVATEERS — EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SUDDEN  DEPARTURE  OF  THE  SPAN- 
ISH WAR  VE8SELM  FROM  THIS  PORT — ^A  BOGUS  LETTER,  A  DELUSION  AND  A  SNARE — 
FRONTI  NULLA  FIDES,  ETC. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  few  weeks  since  two  Spanish  war  vessels,  the  Carmen  and 
the  Isabel  la  Catolica,  arrived  at  this  port  from  Havana,  whence  they  had  been  despatched, 
accordinp^  to  one  report,  to  watch  the  alleged  Chilian  privateer  Meteor,  and  protect  the 
Spanish  shipping  along  this  coast  from  Chilian  or  Peruvian  privateers ;  while  another  reason 
assigned  for  their  unexpected  visit  to  New  York  was  that  they  had  been  ordered  here  to  be 
overhauled  and  repaired  preparatory  to  a  cruise  in  unknown  waters.  The  authorities  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy. yard,  upon  the  latter  supposition,  tendered  the  commanders  of  these  vessels 
all  requisite  facilities,  at  the  instance,  it  was  reported,  of  the  State  Department  at  Washing 
ton ;  and  this  offer  was  duly  animadverted  upon  at  the  time  in  the  columns  of  the  Herald,  as 
bein^  more  than  neutfal,  and  in  strange  contrast  with  the  course  pursued  toward  the  Chilian 
envoy  here  by  our  government.  Instead,  however,  of  going  into  dock  at  Brooklyn,  or  lying 
in  wftit  for  the  Meteor  and  other  expected  privateers,  the  next  fact  that  transpired  in  the 
visit  of  the  Spaniards  was  that  her  most  Catholic  Majesty's  men-of-war  had  departed  as  sud- 
denly and  mysteriously  as  they  had  arrived,  leaving  nothing  to  indicate  their  destination  or 
the  motive  of  their  abrupt  departure.  That  a  stay  of  several  weeks  at  least  in  this  harbor 
was  expected  is  evident  from  the  preparations  which  the  officers  of  the  Carmen  and  Isaoel 
bad  made  to  enjoy  the  festivities  and  amusements  of  New  York.  Arrangements  were  made, 
a  day  or  two  after  thftir  arrival,  to  give  a  grand  ball  on  board  the  Carmen ;  but  the  pleasinff 
expectations  of  enjoying  .a  little  broken  English  with  the  fair  sefioritas  Americanas,  amid 
the  music  and  mazes  of  the  dance  on  the  deck  of  her  most  Catholic  Majesty's  frigate,  were 
oot  destined  to  be  realized.  Orders  were  given  to  put  to  sea  at  once.  The  officers,  especially 
the  juniors,  were  terribly  chagrined  to  be  torn  away  thus  suddenly  from  the  dolce  far  nienU 
they  had  but  begun  to  enjoy  on  shore^  From  their  superiors  they  could  not  obtain  the  least 
word  of  explanation  of  the  unexpected  change  of  programme.  Nothing  further  was  heard  of 
the  vessels  here  until  Wednesday  last,  when  the  news  of  the  arrival  ot  the  Isabel — the  Car- 
men following — at  Havana  was  published  in  the  Herald. 

Afler  considerable  manoeuvring  and  diplomatizing  we  finally  discovered  the  grand  secret 
of  the  mysterious  movements  of  the  two  Spaniards,  which  have  perplexed  so  many. 

THE  PLOT. 

The  fiacts  are  as  follows :  It  appears  that  the  Chilian  a^nts»  both  in  Europe  and  in  this 
country,  have  been  working  bard  to  create  a  panic  in  Spain  by  circulating  alarming  reports 
of  the  presence  of  privateers  in  various  waters.  By  skilfully  concocted  reports  five  formid- 
able privateers  were  believed  to  be  oflf  Valencia,  two  at  Puerto  Rico,  and  several  more  in  the 
gulf  of  Mexico  and  elsewhere.  The  consequence  was  that  the  commerce  of  Spain  was  seri- 
ously embarrassed ;  insurance  on  Spanish  vessels  could  not  be  effected  ;  ships  loading  at 
various  ports  were  unloaded  upon  receipt  of  the  dread  intelligence ;  the  Spanish  mail  steam- 
ers were  afraid  to  put  to  sea,  unless  convoyed  by  a  vessel  of  war ;  public  alarm  meetings 
were  held  at  Barcelona  and  Cadiz ;  and,  lastly,  the  attention  of  the  Cortes  was  directed  to 
the  privateer  question.  One  of  the  leading  spirits  and  chief  conspirators  in  these  manoeuvres 
turns  out  to  be  Senor  B.  Vicufia  McKenna,  the  Chilian  envoy  resident  in  this  city,  who 


608  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

hag  already  been  before  the  public  as  an  active  af^ent  of  the  Chilian  cause  in  connection 
with  the  steamer  Meteor.  Acting  on  the  maxim  that  **  strata^ms  are  fair  in  love  and  war/' 
Seilor  McKenna's  attaches,  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  Sarrotea,  devised 
the  following  scheme  to  '*seU**  the  Spanish  authorities  here  aod  in  Washiagton,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  remove  obnoxious  war  vessels  from  this  port: 

With  the  envov^s  consent  a  letter  in  Spanish  to  the  Chilian  minister  at  Buenos  Ayres  was 
written  on  his  omciul  paper,  bearing  an  excellent  imitation  of  his  signature.  Here  is  a  literal 
translation  of  the  document : 

translation  op  the  bogus  letter. 

Confidential  Agency  of  Chili  in  the  United  States, 

New  York,  February  2],  1866. 

My  Esteemed  Friend  :  With  sincere  regret  I  have  read  your  letter  dated  from  Buenos 
A  vres,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  your  unpleasant  rupture  with  the  government  of  Umgaar. 
The  hand  of  Spain  may  be  plainly  seen  in  this  intrigue,  and  it  is  evident  that  we  have  notli- 
ing  to  hope  for  from  that  republic.  With  regard  to  La  Platte,  I  am  confident  that  when  the 
deplorable  war  in  Paraguay  is  over,  our  old  and  excellent  friend,  General  Mitre,  will  know 
what  position  to  assume  in  the  Chilian  question.  I  proceed  to  give  you,  as  usual,  a  hasty 
sketch  of  the  progress  of  our  operations.  The  most  notable  event  which  has  taken  place  is 
the  capture  of  a  steamer  called  the  Meteor,  which,  it  is  supposed,  was  going  from  here  as  a 
privateer,  and  the  subsequent  arrival  of  two  Spanish  men-of-war  from  Havana — theCannen^ 
of  forty  guns,  and  the  Isabel  la  Catolica,  of  sixteen  guns.  The  Spaniards  here  have  been 
led  to  suppose  that  the  aforementioued  steamer  was  intended  for  a  privateer  in  the  Antilles, 
and  they  nave  succeeded  in  detaining  her.  You  will  understand  that  this  event  has  not 
troubled  us  since,  without  having  had  anything  to  do  with  any  such  vessel,  we  have  detained 
here,  with  but  a  shadoV,  two  Spanish  vessels.  This  circumstance  has  been  the  happier  inas- 
much as  it  has  withdrawn  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  real  points  of  importance. 
As  I  informed  you  in  my  last  letter,  our  friend  A.  M.,  who  was  the  conhdential  agent  of  Pern 
here  before  war  was  declared,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  out  several  enterprises  with  the 
$500,000  in  ffold  which  he  brought  with  him,  and  certain  operations  in  the  consignment  of 
guano,  in  which  prominent  men  of  Washington  and  of  this  city  have  taken  part.  I  could 
not  associate  myself  with  those  enterprises  for  two  important  reasons :  First,  because  of  that 
fatal  principle  of  absolute  neutrality  in  this  country  which  is  so  prejudicial  to  us,  and  which 
must  be  observed ;  and,  second,  because  we  have  no  money,  not  haviug  yet  contracted  the 
loan  in  London.  Besides,  as  the  cause  is  common,  it  mattera  not  who  has  done  these  things. 
His  operations  concluded,  whose  base  was  the  southern  ports,  because  those  of  the  north  are 
so  vigilantly  (cnarded,  A.  embarked  for  Aspinwall  on  the  21st  of  January,  taking  with  him 
the  celebrated  Captain  C.  J.,  who  commanded  the  Merrimac  in  the  famous  combat  of  Hamp- 
ton Koads,  and  three  other  officers  of  high  grade  in  the  confederate  and  federal  navy  of  ^e 
north.  By  this  J.  and  his  companions  (who  it  is  believed  here  are  on  their  way  to  Callao) 
should  be  on  board  of  the  two  corsairs  fitted  out  in  Savannah  and  Galveston,  Texas,  and  it 
is  possible  that  thev  have  already  completely  destroyed  the  Spanish  mercantile  marine 
between  Cuba  and  the  Peninsula. 

According  to  the  plans  of  A.,  J.  ought,  in  preference,  to  attack  the  semi-monthly  steamers 
between  Havana  and  Cadiz,  disembarking  the  passengers,  whom  fie  should  treat  with  the 
utmost  consideration,  at  St.  Thomas  and  Cura^a,  sending  the  vessels  thence  to  the  Pacific 
with  the  arms  and  reserved  crews  at  his  disposal.  We  have  lately  learned  that  a  frigate  had 
sailed  from  Cadiz  as  an  escort  to  one  of  those  steamers,  but  we  suppose  that  it  may  be  only 
for  a  few  hundred  miles,  while  the  Spaniards  believe  themselves  menaced  by  the  £agle, 
which,  as  vou  know,  is  commanded  by  the  brother-in-law  of  Williams,  and  the  Condor,  which 
we  have  also  learned  sailed  from  Glasgow  in  the  direction  of  the  Canaries.  But  even  in  case 
J.  should  meet  a  frigate  he  will  attack  her,  since  his  vessel  is  magnificent,  and  carries  three 
hundred  pounders,  which  J.  himself  constructed  in  the  foundry  at  Selma,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Alabama  river,  when  he  had  charge  of  the  establishment  during  the  war  with  the  South. 

So  you  already  see,  my  friend,  that  if  you  in  Montevideo  have,  not  been  able  to  despatlrh 
the  privateers,  neither  can  I  do  it  here,  in  order  not  to  have  any  difficulty  with  the  laws  of 
this  country,  which  shows  itself  so  well  disposed  towards  us.  Our  allies,  the  Peruvians,  had 
the  chance  of  doing  it  with  perfect  ease  at  the  opportune  moment,  and  without  violating  any 
law.  Oh !  my  friend,  if  we  bat  had  the  Chincha  islands  what  prodigies  we  should  penorm. 
At  the  same  time  we  know  that  an  active  and  ingenious  friend,  S.  C.,  has  despatched  from 
the  slightly  guarded  port  Cette,  in  the  south  of  France,  a  vessel  which  was  got  ready  in 
Toulon,  but  that  he  could  not  arm  her  in  that  city  for  fear  of  the  vigilance  of  the  French  authori- 
ties, who  undoubtedly  sympathize  with  the  Spanish  government.  According  to  what  L.  has 
written  us  the  corsair  from  Cette  is  very  fast,  has  a  hrst-class  engine,  and  masts  capable  of 
carrj'ing  heavy  sail.  She  will  carry  on  destruction  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  afterwards 
will  go  to  the  Canaries,  Montevideo,  and  Chili.  It  appears  that  this  is  certain,  for  it  would 
not  be  advisable  that  a  vessel  which  has  cost  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  francs  should 
remain  longer  than  a  month  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Spaniards,  French,  and,  perhaps,  the 
English  would  pursue  her.     For  some  days  we  have  believed  that  she  is  the  same  vessel 
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wluch  was  seen  near  Valencia,  and  we  attribate  the  belief  that  she  is  iron*clad  to  a  light 
plating^  of  iron  which  she  has  on  either  side  of  her  engines.  She  was  not  further  clad,  to 
avoid  making  her  heavy. 

This>  my  frien^,  is  all  that  I  have  to  communicate  to  you  respecting  the  privateers.  You 
will  learn,  then,  with  satisfaction  that  before  six  months  the  commerce  of  Spain  will  have  no 
existence  in  the  world,  and  ihus  O'Donnell  will  suffer  for  the  evil  which  he  has  done  to  his 
own  country,  which  for  so  many  reasons  is  deiierving  of  a  better  fate.  Here  we  amuse  our* 
selves,  nevertheless,  with  wild  alarms,  since,  according  to  the  Spanish  journals,  the  seas  will 
swarm  with  privateers.  Meanwhile  there  are  positively  none  except  those  of  which  I  tell 
yon.  It  may  be  that  there  are  others  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  for  it  would  not  be  strange,  since 
previous  to  my  departure  from  Chili  one  hundred  and  twenty  letters  of  marque  were  issued, 
and  nobody  knows  how  many  more  have  been  issued.  I  know  that  the  Chilians  in  Cali- 
fornia are  hastening  to  send  privateers  to  Manilla  from  Honolulu,  and  that  for  this  purpose 
Captain  Finch,  who  came  from  Chili  with  Santa  Maria  in  the  mouth  of  October,  went  to 
San  Frckucisco  from  Lima  in  December.  Poor  Spain  I  How  dearly  she  is  about  to  pay  for 
her  rashness. 

The  affairs  of  the  country  are  progressing  happily,  as  you  will  le4tm.  The  government 
writes  us  that  it  will  not  make  peace  except  with  honor  to  itself.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiam  in  Peru.  M.  writes  me  from  Caraccas  that  an  alliance  will  be  formed  with  Chili, 
and  that  New  Granada,  when  Freiro,  the  Peruvian  minister,  has  arrived,  will  follow.  So 
O'Donnell  must  take  care  now  of  his  "ever  faithful  island,*'  when  we  are  assured  by  the 
Cubans  resident  here  there  is  a  profound  dissatisfaction  which  will  break  out  ere  long.  R. 
also  writes  us  from  Paris  that  he  keeps  up  an  excellent  espionage  in  Madrid ;  that  O'Donnell 
despairs  of  the  war,  aud  is  anxious  to  make  peace ;  so  I  have  written  to  the  Chilian  govern* 
meut  by  the  steamer  which  went  out  to-day. 

God  grant,  then,  my  friend,  that  this  war,  so  unfortunate  for  all  of  us,  may  be  concluded. 
The  suicide  of  Pareja  must  have  opened  their  eyes  to  their  folly.  The  wrongs  which  they 
have  done  us  up  to  the  present  time  are,  nevertheless,  infinite.  In  return,  the  Spanish  name 
will  not  be  heard  in  South  America  for  a  century. 

I  seud  you  No.  7  of  La  Vox  d*Am^rica.  In  the  next  we  shall  discuss  the  Uruguay 
question. 

A  thousand  remembrances  to  Grillermo,  Blest,  and  Demetrio,  and  dispose  always  of  your 
affectionate  friend  and  disciple, 

B.  VICUNA  MacKENNA. 

(Signature  imitated.) 

Senor  Don  Josfe  ViCTiNO  Lastarria, 

Minister  of  Chili  in  the  Argentine  RepMic* 

THE  SPANISH  SPIES  SNAP  AT  THE  BAIT. 

The  above  was  Enclosed  in  an  official  envelope,  printed  similar  to  the  heading  of  the  letter, 
and  intrusted  to  a  person  familia(  with  the  haunts  and  habits  of  the  agents  of  the  Spanish 
officials.  Watching  his  opportunity,  this  actor  in  the  farce  contrived  to  drop  the  important 
and  compromising  letter,  as  if  by  accident,  in  a  street  near  the  post  office,  at  a  moment  when 
be  was  but  a  few  feet  in  advance  of  two  members  of  the  Spanish  secret  service  corps,  and 
no  other  persons  passing  close  by.  The  bait  took  splendidly,  as  the  ChiliAu  messenger  saw 
from  a  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  which  he  entered  immediately  after  coming 
bis  little  "drop  game.*' 

Off  they  started  to  the  Spanish  consulate  as  swiftly  as  their  legs  could  carry  them,  with 
the  extra  weight  added  by  the  conviction  of  having  discovered  a  Chilian  document  of  im- 

gortauce,  may-be  even  a  sketch  of  the  enemy^s  plan  of  campaign ;  for  the  Chilian  official 
eading  and  the  name  of  the  addressee  suggested  the  confidential  nature,  at  least,  of  the  con- 
tents. From  the  Spanish  consulate  the  "  highly  important  discovery*'  was,  of  course,  com- 
municated to  the  United  States  marshal  ana  to  the  Spanish  officials  in  Washington.  Hinc 
iUa  Lacryma*    Hence  the  departure  of  the  Carmen  and  Isabel. 

THE  CUP  AND  THE  LIP. 

The  letter,  we  believe,  is  now  in  possession  of  the  United  States  district  attorney,  to  whom 
it  is  said  to  have  been  handed  as  evidence  to  corroborate  the  charges  brought  against  the 
Chilian  envoy  in  the  Meteor  case.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  to  the  Spanish  government 
of  the  voyage  of  the  two  war  vessels,  and  their  ridiculous  return  to  Cuba,  will  not  fail  far 
short  of  thirty  thousand  doU^s.  The  above  are  the  leading  points  of  this  successful  farce 
of  **  the  biter  bit." 

Wbiie  the  Spanish  agents  are  rejoicing  at  their  good  fortune,  and  exulting  over  the  coming 
doom  of  the  irrepressible  McKenna,  that  astute  son  of  Chili  is  iu  all  probability  cbuckling 
quietly  to  himself  at  the  easy  manner  in  which  he  managed  to  outwit  the  officials  ut'  her 
most  Catholic  Majesty,  and  allowing  them  to  have  the  hist  laugh,  for  the  reason  that  rira 
hien  qui  rira  h  dernier ! 

39  D  c  r^  \ 
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Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[TranslatioD.] 

Washington,  April  7,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  begs  to 
inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that  on  the  27th  March  a  vessel  called 
the  Varuna  left  the  port  of  New.  York  under  strong  suspicion  of  going  to  be 
fitted  out  as  a  privateer  against  Spain  by  Chili.  As  is  well  known,  the  Varuna 
was  built  by  the  Messrs.  Forbes,  of  Boston,  to  be  used  as  a  war  vessel  for 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  although  rejected  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment because  it  did  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  it  was  in  the 
service  of  said  government  for  two  years  during  the  late  war,  remaining  finally 
the  property  of  its  builders.  The  Varuna  was  advertised  some  time  ago  for 
New  Orleans,  but  it  gave  up  the  trips,  and  having  been  newly  coppered  in  great 
haste,  was  ag:ain  announced  for  Hong  Kong,  (China.) 

The  Varuna  being  a  war  vessel,  and  its  owners  being  the  eame  as  those  of 
the  Meteor,  at  present  under  process  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  elicited, 
for  these  and  other  reasons,  suspicions  sufficiently  great  to  induce  the  district 
attorney  and  the  marshal  of  New  York  to  give  notice  to  the  custom-house 
not  to  clear  the  vessel,  and,  whilst  proof  was  being  gathered,  the  undersigned 
had  reason  to  hope  that  the  vessel  would  not  leave  until  he  had  at  least  been 
informed  that  she  was  about  to  do  so.  It  was  with  surprirte,  therefore,  that  be 
recently  learned  that  the  Varuna  had  sailed  on  the  said  27th  day  of  March  for 
Hong  Kong,  the  clearance  having  been  taken  by  the  same  agent,  Mr.  Carey, 
who  was  employed  for  the  Meteor,  with  no  other  cargo  than  coal  and  a  few 
muskets,  and  with  the  very  suspicious  circumstance  of  virtually  refusing  to  take 
passengers,  by  fixing  an  unusual  rate  of  passage,  which,  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  had  been  put  up  to  six  hundred  and  fifty,  gold.  It  even  appears 
that  the  voyage  was  announced  as  an  expedition  gotten  up  by  a  few  friends, 
without  any  present  intention  of  returning  to  this  country.  The  above  facts 
have,  within  the  last  few  days,  acquired  greater  weight  from  the  discoveries 
elicited  by  the  trial  of  the  Meteor.  In  that  trial,  besides  the  evidence  which 
appears  against  Mr.  Forbes,  there  is  a  declaration  of  Mr.  Ronald  MacNichoIs, 
showing  that  the  Varuna  was  on  the  list  of  vessels  furnished  to  the  Chilian 
agents  as  suitable  for  their  purposes. 

The  character  of  the  vessel,  the  name  of  its  owner,  the  change  in  its  destina- 
tion, the  hurried  repairs,  the  absence  of  cargo,  the  indirect  manner  in  which 
passengers  were  refused,  its  being  on  the  above-mentioned  list,  the  trial  of  the 
Meteor— everything  conspires  to  increase  the  suspicions  which  existed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  Varuna  is  going  to  be  armed  as  a  privateer.  If,  ns  it 
had  been  hoped,  this  vessel  had  been  detained,  there  would  probably  have  been 
occasion  to  furnish  proof  in  reference  to  the  suspicions. 

The  undersigned  did  not  at  once  make  application  to  the  State  Department, 
because  he  did  not  know  in  time  some  of  the  circumstances  that  have  been  re- 
lated ;  but  be  deems  it  his  duty  to  now  call  attention  to  this  subject,  noping 
the  government  of  the  United  States  may  think  proper  to  take  such  measures 
as  will  insure  the  observance  of  neutrality. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  SewartL 
[Translation.] 

Leg\tion  of  iSpaix  at  Washington, 

Washingiofif  April  10,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  thinks  he 
shonld  bi-ing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  that  at  pier  33,  North  river.  New  York,  there  lies  a  craft  called  La  Ori- 
ental, which  is  advertised  for  Montevideo,  and  which,  according  to  all  suspicions, 
is  intended  to  enter  the  Chilian  service.  La  Oriental  is  to  sail  to-morrow  (11th) 
or  day  after,  (12th.)  Among  the  curcumstances  which  render  this  vessel  sus- 
picious is  that,  besides  two  cannon  which  she  has  on  board,  there  lie  on  the 
dock  near  by,  and  half  hidden,  two  other  new  rifled  cannon,  which  it  is  thought 
are  intended  to  be  shipped  at  the  last  moment.  The  vessel  has  been  much  fi'e- 
quented  now  by  persons  who  seem  to  be  from  South  America,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  close  approach  of  the  day  of  sailing,  she  has  yet  on  board  no 
cargo  but  some  charcoal.  To  this  may  be  added  the  not  insignificant  circum- 
stance that  two  months'  pay  is  advanced  to  the  men  of  her  crew. 

The  undersigned  requests  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  that  orders  bo 
issued  to  the  custom-house  that  the  Oriental  be  detained  until  it  be  possible  to  • 
produce  belter  evidence  or  make  her  real  destination  clear. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion -to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^v.i  Sfc„  dec. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  12,  1866. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  inform 
him,  in  reply,  that  inquiries  have  already  been  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  character  and  destination  of  the 
Varuna,  a  vessel  which  left  the  port  of  New  York  on  the  27th  ultimo,  under 
strong  suspicion,  as  Mr.  Tassara  states,  of  having  gone  to  be  fitted  out  as  a 
privateer  against  Spain  by  Chili. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  this  occasion  renewed  jassurances 
of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^pr.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1866. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
inform  Mr.  Tassara,  in  further  answer  to  his  note  of  the  10th  instant,  that  the 
vessel  La  Oriental  cleared  from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  the  6th  instant,  for 
Buenos  Ayres.  Her  manifest  contained  eleven  cases  of  merchandise,  described 
as '"  sewing  machines."  S 
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The  nndersigDed,  in  acquainting  Mr.  Tassara  with  the  facts  above  staled, 
which  have  been  communicated  to  him  by  the  assistant  United  States  district 
attorney  at  New  York,  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration.' 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabribl  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  TaMara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Transladon.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  May  3,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  received 
from  his  government  instructions  to  make  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
iState  of  the  United  States  that  fossil  coal,  the  produce  of  the  mines  of  Ohili, 
declared  to  be  contraband  of  war  by  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  squadron 
in  the  Pacific,  it  is  understood  will  be  such  contraband  of  war  only  in  case  it 
is  despatched  destined  for  enemies'  ships.  As  the  agent  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  at  Valparaiso  had  protested  against  the  declaration  of  Briga- 
dier Mendez  Nunez,  the  undersigned  hastens  to  make  known  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  this  resolution  of  her  Majesty's  government,  whose  object  it 
is  Co  avoid  the  damages  which  might  be  occasioned  to  neutral  commerce. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon«  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  4^* 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  May  7,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  read 
in  the  papers  of  this  country  a  despatch  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  command- 
ing  the  Upited  States  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  on  the  late  events  in  Chili.  If 
this  document  had  another  character,  the  undersigned  would  not  have  fixed  hie 
attention  upon  it ;  but  from  the  moment  when  an  official  document  has  been 
published  as  such,  he  considers  it  his  duty  to  address  himself  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it. 

This  he  would  have  done  at  the  first  instant  if  he  had  not  thought  it  proper 
to  await  communications  he  might  receive  from  the  Pacific.  Those  communi- 
cations, far  from  causing  him  to  desist  from  his  purpose,  have  confirmed  him  in 
it.  Annexed  in  effect,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  find  another  de- 
spatch, from  Brigadier  Nunez,  commander  general  of  her  Majesty's  squadrons 
in  the  Pacific,  which,  although  not  in  conti*adiction  of  that  from  Commodore 
.  Rodgers,  may  be  considered  as  its  necessary  complement. 

It  is' now  beyond  all  doubt  that  both  Commodore  Rodgers  and  the  admiral 
of  the  English  squadron  in  those  seas,  not  content  with  exceeding,  perhaps,  in 
their  negotiations,  the  limits  of  all  neutrality,  used  acts  of  intimidation,  which, 
if  they  had  been  carried  further,  would  have  produced  a  conflict  having  the 
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most  serious  consequences,  because  whatever  might  have  been  the  forces  they 
could  have  opposed  to  him,  Brigadier  Nunez  would*  not  have  fallen  back  from 
the  fulfilment  of  his  duty.  Another  fact  no  less  important  follows,  notwith- 
standing also,  and  this  fact  is,  that  Brigadier  Nunez  did  fill  that  was  possible 
for  him  to  come  to  an  understanding,  and  that  the  said  Commodore  Rodgers 
and  the  said  English  admiral  finished  by  acknowledging  that  not  only  right, 
about  which  there  never  could  have  been  any  doubt,  but  also  moderation,  were 
on  the  side  of  Spain  in  the  negotiations  which  preceded  the  deplorable  event  of 
which  Valparaiso  ended  in  being  the  theatre.  This  is  a  point  which  it  imports 
much  to  Spain  to  place  conspicuously  before  America  and  before  the  world, 
and  Commodore  Rodgers,  in  place  of  showing  his  wonder  at  the  terrible  mode 
in  which  Spain  proposes  to  make  war  in  the  other  America,  thus  forgetting  the 
examples  which  his  own  country  has  set  in  the  recent  war  of  four  years,  might 
very  well  have  given  a  testimony  of  impartiality  by  confessing  that  Spain  had 
used  equal  moderation  after,  as  during,  the  negotiations.  To  blot  out  the  im- 
pression that  his  despatch  may  have  produced  on  the  mind  of  the  government 
at  Washington  this  note  is  addressed  to  it,  the  undersigned,  for  the  rest,  con- 
tenting himself  by  responding  to  the  historico-critical  remarks  of  Commodore 
Rodgers  on  Spain,  and  chiefly  on  the  tone  in  which  they  are  made,  that  the 
very  decadence  of  a  nation  which  was  more  powerful  than  any  other  nation  has 
yet  been  since  then  is  a  lesson  to  the  most  powerful,  and  that,  without  calling 
to  mind  her  past  predominance,  Spain  is  assured  of  her  future. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

OABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd,  4^.,  ^.,  ^. 


THE  SPANISH-CHILIAN  WAR. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  editors  of  La  Cronica,  the  Spanish  paper  published  in  this  city,  for 
the  following  important  official  despatch  from  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  squadron  off 
Valparaiso,  giving  his  version  of  the  events  attendant  upon  the  recent  bombardment  of  that 
city  : 

Headquarters  of  her  Catitomc  Majesty*s  Squadron  in  the  Pacific, 
On  board  the  Numancia^  in  the  bay  of  Valparaiso,  the  2d  day  of  April,  J  866. 

Excellency  :  In  order  that  your  excellency  may  form  an  exact  idea  of  the  occurrences 
of  lei-^t  fortnijrht,  I  have  the  honor  of  placing  before  you  a  summary  of  the  most  recent  events, 
regvettinf^  that  want  of  time  should  prevent  my  sending  copies  of  the  despatches  I  have  ad- 
dressed to  her  MHJesty's  government.  On  the  17th  of  last  month  I  was  invited  to  dine  by 
the  American  Commodore  Rodgers  on  board  of  his  flag-ship.  During  dinner  the  commodore 
expressed  ardent  wisties  for  the  termination  of  our  difficulty  with  Chili,  and  suggested  that, 
were  I  clothed  with  full  powers,  the  attainment  of  such  au  object  might,  in  his  opinion,  be 
acconiplished.  Upon  bemg  informed  that  I  had  the  necessary  powers,  he  said  that  he  would 
immediately  communicate  with  his  minister,  and  see  if  their  united  efforts  could  not  secure 
peace.  A  few  days  after,  I  received  the  visit  of  the  commodore  and  Qeneral  Kilpatrick. 
Both  seemed  animated  by  the  best  wishes,  and  invited  me  to  join  them  in  a  conference, 
which,  though  of  a  private  and  contidontial  character,  might,  perhaps,  result  in  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Upon  my  acceptance  of  the  proposal  the  American  minister  said  to  me, 
that,  although  the  conference  was  strictly  confidential,  the  minister  of  foreign  aftairs  of  the 
republic  had  notice  of  tl^e  step  that  was  now  being  taken,  and  that  he,  (the  American  min- 
ister,)  as  well  as  the  commodore,  who  had  taken  the  initiative  in  the  matter,  were  very  much 
interested  in  arriving  at  the  object  they  had  in  view.  The  commodore  made  some  remarks 
to  show  the  inconveniences  which  he  thought  existed  for  Spain  in  the  prolongation  of  this 
war,  and  giving  mo  to  understand  that  an  unforeseen  obstacle  would  be  met  teith  if  the  bom- 
bardment of  Valparaiso  were  attempted.  He  proposed  a  plan  for  an  arrangement  which  he 
considered  equally  honorable  for  both  belligerents.  In  accordance  with  this  plan  there 
should  be  a  cessatioit  of  hostilities,  my  credentials  presented,  and  a  new  investigation  made 
of  the  different  grievances  against  Chili.  As  an  earnest  of  peace  there  should  first  be  a  re- 
ciprocal saluto  of  one  and  twenty  guns  in  the  following  manner:  The  flags  of  Spain  and 
Chili,  hoisted  at  th^  mast-beads  of  the  English  and  American  flag-ships,  should  be  saluted 
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hj  the  ^uns  of  the  two  squadrons,  and  in  this  salute  a  Chih'an  fort  and  the  Spanish  squadron 
should  join  in  such  manner,  that,  with  the  noise  and  smoke,  it  should  never  be  known  bj 
whom  the  first  gun  had  been  fired.  As  your  excellency  may  readily  suppose,  I  rejected  this 
arrauficement,  acknowledging,  however,  the  good  intention  that  had  suggested  it,  and  stating 
that  the  instructions  of  my  government  were  so  positive,  that  notwithstanding  anj  difficnf 
ties  I  might  have  to  overcome,'  and  should  I  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  Pacific  in  the  attempt,  I 
must  have  from  Chili  the  satisfaction  which  was  due  to  us.  Moved,  nevertheless,  by  a  sin- 
cere  desire  fur  reconciliation,  I  would  take  upon  myself  the  immense  responsibility  of  not 
requiring  any  other  satisfaction  than  that  contaiued  in  the  arrangement  proposed  by  England 
and  France,  and  accepted  by  Spain,  to  which  I  would  only  add,  the  restitution  of  the  Cova- 
donga,  with  its  flags,  arms,  and  crew,  in  return  for  the  prizes  and  prisoners  I  had  in  my 
power.  I,  at  the  same  time,  gave' notice  that  if,  by  B  o'clock  on  the  27th,  I  should  not  have 
received  an  answer,  acceptiug  the  terms  of  this  arrangement,  I  would  address  a  communi- 
cation to  the  diplomatic  corps  fixing  a  delay,  at  the  expiration  of  which  I  would  open  fire  on 
Valparaiso.  Both  the  minister  and  the  commodore  found  the  terms  honorable.  General 
Kilpatrick  said  he  would  exert  himself  to  his  utmost  to  have  them  accepted  by  Chili,  adding, 
that  however  strange  it  might  appear,  it  was  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Nelson,  who  had  most 
strenuously  opposed  any  concession  to  Spain;  so  much  so,  that  unpleasant  words  had  already 
passed  between  them.  On  the  following  day  General  Kilpatrick  left  for  Santiago,  not  without 
nope,  and  the  promise,  given  of  his  own  accord,  that  he  would  let  me  know  the  result  of  his 
negotiation.  On  the  27th,  before  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Greueral  Kilpatrick  again  came 
on  board  of  my  ship  with  Commodore  Rodgers.  His  efforts  had  been  in  vain.  The  reply  of 
the  Chilian^ government  was,  that  in  so  short  a  time  it  was  not  possible  to  assemble  and* 
consult  the  accredited  representatives  of  the  allied  republics.  In  consequence  of  this  reply, 
I  stated  to  the  United  States,  that,  as  I  had  previously  informed  him,  I  would  within  an 
hour  send  him  the  promised  communication.  The  commodore  then  told  me  more  clearly 
what  the  unforeseen  obstacle  would  be  to  which  Jie  bad  alluded  in  our  former  interview.  He 
said  that,  probably,  he  would  not  be  able  to  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  the  destruction  of 
a  defenceless  city  ;  that  perhaps  he  might  be  compelled  to  oppose  it  by  force;  and  be  thought 
the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  pf  Great  Britain  would  join  him  for  the  same  purpose.  I 
replied  that  I  should  be  extremely  sorrv  to  collide  with  him  after  the  warm  interest  he  had 
shown  for  Spaiaand  her  agents,  but  that  such  considerations  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent my  executing  the  orders  of  my  government.  The  commodore  approved  my  resolution, 
and  said  to  me,  on  taking  leave,  tnat  whatever  might  be  the  consequences  of  the  conflict,  I 
must  over  be  assured  of  his  friendship  and  esteem ;  the  same  words  were  repeated  by  Greneral 
Kilpatrick.  One  hour  after  this  interview  I  sent  my  communication  to  the  American  min- 
ister, in  order  that  through  him  it  might  resich  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Santiago.  On  the  29th  of  March  I  received  the  visit  of  Admiral  Denman,  who  told  me  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  American  commodore  of  my  interviews  with  the  United  States 
minister ;  that  the  laws  of  war  did  not  authorize  the  destruction  of  defenceless  cities,  inbab« 
ited  almost  exclusively  by  foreigners  ;  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  be  a  passive  . 
spectator  of  such  a  deed ;  that  he  would  have  to  adopt  measures,  the  extent  of  which  he 
could  not  then  define ;  and  that  he  bogged  me  not  to  commence  operations  until  the  arrival 
of  the  mails  from  Europe.  My  answer  was,  that,  as  to  the  question  of  right,  the  decisiiHi 
belonged  to  my  government;  but  that,  as  an  officer,  I  should  obey  my  orders;  and  that 
whatever  might  bo  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  naval  forces  then  in  the  bay ;  however 
reluctant  I  might  be  to  come  to  such  an  extremity ;  however  formidable  those  forces  might  be, 
no  earthly  consideration  should  detain  me  from  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  The  Mmiral 
grasped  my  hand,  and  left  me  with  the  same  ansurances  of  iriendship  and  esteem  as  in  the 
case  of  the  American  commodore.  On  the  same  day,  the  29ih,  I  was  once  more  visited  by 
the  American  commodore,  accompanied  by  the  secretary  of  legation,  with  the  apparent  pur- 
pose of  handing  the  reply  to  my  communication.  On  doing  so,  he  said  that  he  bad  intended 
to  oppose  the  bombardment  of  Valparaiso  by  force,  because  he  was  at  the  time  convinced 
£hat  Spain  could  not  lawfully  do  so,  and  that  Chili  was  in  the  nght,  but  that  subsequently 
he  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  right,  moderation,  and  dignity  were  on  the  side  of 
Spain  ;  wherefore,  'he  not  only  should  not  oppose  anything,  but  that  his  ships  would  move 
out  of  the  way  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  ot  the  31st. 

He  insisted,  nevertheless,  in  proposing  another  plan,  which  was  that  I  should  write  a 
manifest^  stating  that  since  nothing  could  prevent  the  bombardment,  I  would  desist  and 
spare  Valparaiso.  The  commodore  thought  that  such  an  act  of  generosity  would  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  government  of  Ctiili,  which  would  then  declare  its  readiness  to  accede  to  my 
demands.  My  reply  was,  that  although  by  so  doing  I  would  incur  the  heaviest  responsi- 
bility, still,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  I  would  accept  the  proposition,  provided  a  member  of  the 
Chilian  government  would  guarantee  to  me  personally,  in  the  presence  of  the  American 
minister,  that  my  proceeding  would  be  appreciated  and  reciprocated.  The  proposal  of  the 
commodore  was,  nevertheless,  rudely  rejected  by  Chili,  ana  another  one  advanced  in  its 
stead  so  ridiculous  that  it  has  only  served  as  a  laughing  stock  to  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can commanders.  The  idea  was,  that  a  sort  of  international  duel  should  be  enacted  ;  and 
this  in  terms  indecorous  and  even  insulting.  It  being  assumed  that  I  dared  not  seek  them 
at  Chili,  they  proposed  that  we  ^houid  meet  with  equal  forces,   the  determination  and 
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eqaallzatioii  of  which  should  be  left  to  Commodore  Bodgers.  The  result  of  the  duel  was  to 
be  the  termination  of  the  war ;  and  to  this  no  other  declaration  whatsoever  was  added. 
The  proposal,  I  again  say  it,  was  simply  ridiculous,  and  in  this  light  it  has  been  viewed  by 
every  one,  without,  perhaps,  excepting  the  very  persons  who  originated  it.  I  consequeutlv 
authorized  the  American  commodore  who  bore  the  despatch  to  say,  in  my  behalf,  that  such 
proposals  deserved  no  answer.  It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  both  the  com- 
moaore  and  English  admiral  approved  my  answer ;  the  latter  was  so  disgusted  that,  losing 
his  habitual  reserve,  he  tsaid  to  me,  '*  The  letter  yon  have  just  received  is  in  Itself  a  suffi- 
cient justification  for  the  act  you  are  about  to  accomplish.  Your  conduct  has  been  most  dig- 
nified and  proper ;  and  your  generosity  has  met  no  response  from  the  government  of  this 
country.**  Previously  to  these  incidents,  on  the  27th,  I  had  in  like  manner  been  called  upon 
by  the  representatives  of  England  and  France.  Instead  of  presenting  themselves  in  the 
guise  of  friendly  negotiators,  and  strictly  neutral,  these  gentlemen  showed  themselves,  on 
the  contrary,  altogether  partial  to  Chili.  They  contended  that  the  brief  delay  granted  to 
the  government  for  the  acceptance  of  terms  would  make  any  resolution  appear  as  dictated 
under  the  pressure  of  force;  that  sufficient  time  had  not  been  allowed  for  consultation  with 
the  allies ;  that,  in  fine,  a  long  delay  should  be  conceded.  They  concluded  by  observing 
{hat  they  had  strong  reasons  to  fear  for  the  lives  of  the  Spaniards  at  pnjsent  in  Santiago, 
should  the  bombardment  take  place.  To  all  these  remarks  I  answered :  That  it  was  six 
months  since  the  war  had  commenced,  and  that  the  government  of  Chili,  who  now  com- 
plained of  the  short  space  allowed,  had  never,  up  to  the  present  moment,  made  any  proposal 
for  an  arrangement ;  that  the  terms  offered  by  me  were  precisely  those  of  their  own  govern- 
mehts  of  England  and  Krance ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  so  savage  a  butchery  taking  place, 
it  should  be  visited  with  new  and  terrible  rigor.  The  interview  terminated  with  marks  of 
mutual  coldneHs.  On  the  30th  I  received  from  the  same  gentlemen  a  plan  for  an  arrange- 
ment, in  which  they  proposed  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  withdrawal  of  my  vessels,  and 
the  presentation  of  my  credentials,  all  of  which  were,  as  your  excellency  perceives,  totally 
inadmissible.  •• 

At  S  o*clock  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  foreign  vessels  of  war  had  withdrawn  from  my 
front.  At  the  said  hour  of  eight  the  two  guns  were  fired  that  were  to  serve  as  an  announce- 
ment that  one  hour  later  I  would  open  on  the  city.  At  a  quarter  past  9  the  frigate  Blanca 
commenced  firing  at  the  government  warehouses  and  a  small  fort,  and  was  immediately 
followed  by  the  frigate  Villa  de  Madrid.  Meanwhile  the  schooner  Vencedora  directed 
her  gpns  against  the  intendeucia,  and  the  frigate  Kesolucion  against  the  railroad  terminus ; 
all  ot  which  buildings  were  government  property.  At  the  end  of  two  hours  the  warehouses 
were  reduced  toa^hes;  the  fort  was  considerably  damaged,  as  were  also  the  iutendencia 
and  railroad  terminus  ;  and  a  portion  of  the  city  was  set  on  fire  by  a  grenade  ricocheting 
the  intendeucia  and  exploding  in  a  chemical  laboratorv.  The  firing  was  suspended  at 
half  past  eleven.    It  is  as  yet  impossible  to  estimate  the  aamages. 

The  Chiliap  government  had  decided  on  making  no  resistance,  and  consequently  ordered 
that  not  a  gun  should  be  fired. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  the  forces  of  England  and  the  United  States  would  op- 
pose the  bombardment. 

The  property  stored  in  the  government  warehouses,  and  entirely  consumed  by  the  firing, 
belonged  to  Frenchmen  and  Germans. 

The  government  had  opposed  the  removal  of  goods  by  the  foreign  merchants. 
I  remain,  &c., 

**CASTO  MENDEZ  NUNEZ. 

''Her  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 

at  Washington,^* 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  Official  information  lias  just  been  received  at  this  department  that  a 
steamer  is  now  fitting  out  at  New  Orleans  for  the  jpnrpose  of  taking  a  cargo  of 
negroes  from  some  point  near  Pensacola,  Florida,  to  Cuba.  The  name  of  the 
vessel,  formerly  a  blockade- runner  and  reported  to  be  a  fleet  sailer,  is  said  to  be 
the  Virgin,  and  Friday  next  is  given  as  the  day  of  her  departure.  It  is  ako 
reported  that  another  vessel,  bound  on  the  same  errand,  will  follow  in  a  day  or 
two,  should  the  sailing  of  the  first  one  not  be  intercepted. 

I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  the  above  facts  to  his  excellency  tie 
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Captain  Gen<!ral  of  Cuba,  with  a  view  to  thwart  the  proposed  design  of  land- 
ing negroes  from  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  ofPer  to  jou,  sir,  renewed  assurances  of  mj 
highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassaba,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington^ 

Washington,  May  9,  1866.     . 

At  an  hour  when  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  write  to  Cuba  by  the  steamer 
which  leaves  New  York  to-day,  the  undersigned  yesterday  received  the  note 
which  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  was  pleased  to  address  to  him,  inform- 
ing him  that  at  New  Orleans  two  vessels  are  getting  ready  to  land  negroes 
from  the  United  States  on  the  shores  of  that  island,  and  by  the  steamer  which 
leaves  to-morrow  he  will  communicate  the  news  to  the  captain  general,  writing 
at  the  same  time  to  the  consuls  of  Spain  at  the  south,  that  on  their  part  they 
may  ascertain  what  there  is  in  this  or  any,  other  affair  of  the  like  nature.  In 
every  way,  and  chiefly  on  the  supposition  that  one  of  the  two  vessels  may  sail 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  the  11th,  and  that  the  other  may  follow  a  few  days 
later,  the  undersigned  invites  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  expediency  of  taking  measures  through  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  for  the  detention  of  these  as  of  any  others  which  may  inspire  suspicion 
of  their  being  employed  in  that  traffic.  With  this  motive  the  undersigned  will 
remark  that  the  Virgin  is,  without  doubt,  the  same  vessel  which,  under  date  of 
April  25,  was  denounced  to  the  department  as  suspected  of  intending  to  vio- 
late neutrality  in  the  war  of  Spain  with  some  republics  on  the  Pacific.  In  any 
event  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  rest 'assured  that  on  this  as  on 
every  other  occasion  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  in  fulfilment  of  orders,  decisive, 
severe,  and  repeated,  from  the  government  of  her  Majesty,  will  not  omit  any 
measure  for  the  repression  of  the  traffic  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

No.  36.]  Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  May  9,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  this  moment  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
to  his  note  of  this  date  about  the  ship  Pancas  or  Poncas,  which  is  to  sail  from 
New  London,  and  cannot  but  think  it  strange  that  the  affair  had  not  been  at 
once  taken  under  consideration. 

*  If,  as  is  said,  the  vessel  is  to  sail  to-night  or  to-morrow,  all  because  the 
necessary  orders  may  not  have  been  issued,  it  may  be  too  late. 

*  NoTB  BY  THB  TRANSLATOR.— This  paragraph  in  the  original  is  obscupo,  and  Beaming)/ 
incomplete.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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•  It  would  haye  been  desirable  to  bave  been  able  earlier  to  have  recourse  to 
the  Department  of  State,  but  it  has  been  done  still  in  season  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  the  vessel,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  comply  with  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  houorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Spc ,  i^. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washin/Kton,  May  26,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  had  the 
honor  to  make  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  tjnited  States, 
under  date  of  9th  instant,  that  he  had  sent  advices  to  the  captain  geneml  of 
Cuba  of  the  note  which  the  day  before  had  been  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Department  of  State  advising  him  that,  according  to  reports  he  had  received, 
the  steamer  Virgin  was  being  got  "ready,  along  with  another  vessel,  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  from  a  point  near  Apalachicola,  Florida,  a 
cargo  of  negroes,  who  were  to  be  landed  on  the  island  of  Cuba. 

The  captain  general  of  Cuba,  on  acknowledging  receipt  of  said  communica- 
tion, makes  known  that  he  has  taken  the  necessary  precautions,  so  that  if  such 
vessel  and  the  other  that  was  to  follow  should  really  reach  those  shores  with 
the  purpose  attributed  to  them  they  would  be  captured.  The  captain  general, 
however,  did  not  think  said  vessels  would  presept  themselves  on  the  coasts  of 
the  island  of  Cuba. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^e.,  4^;,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  June  20,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that,  as 
appears  at  the  department,  on  the  15th  instant,  there  left  the  port  of  Boston  a 
vessel,  the  Cherokee,  Captain  Kennedy,  under  grave  suspicion  of  being  des- 
tined for  the  service  of  Chili  or  Peru. 

The  facts,  according  to  the  report  of  the  consul  of  Spain  at  that  port,  are  as 
follows :  The  consul  having  noticed  that  morning  that  the  Cherokee,  moored 
at  the  ship-yard  of  Mr.  Harrison  Loriug,  South  Boston,  had  been  armed  and 
ammunitioned  secrc^^ly  for  such  purpose,  and  was  to  sail  in  a  short  time,  sought 
assistance  from  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  who  thought  he 
'  ought  not  to  act  immediately  of  his  own  motion,  but  authorized  said  consul  to 
address  a  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  respectfully  requesting  the  deten- 
tion of  the  vessel.    Informed,  however,  by  the  consul  tUat  the  Cherokee, 
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perhaps  aware  of  the  steps  that  were  being  taken,  took  measure  to  hasten  her 
aeparture,  the  district  attorney  gave  due  notice  to  the  collector  of  the  customs, 
and  it  was  thought  that  the  vessel  would  not  be  cleared,  without  at  least  wait- 
ing for  the  answer  from  the  department ;  but  that  answer  did  not  arrive  until  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  and  meantime  the  vessel  had  sailed,  the  very  day,  the 
15th,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  from  the  bay.  So  things  are;  and  iu  virtue 
of  fresh  reports  he  had  received,  the  consul  addressed  himself  to  the  collector 
on  the  16th,  requesting  him  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  bring  back  the 
Cherokee  to  the  port  of  Boston  to  respond  to  the  charges  of  violation  of  the 
laws  of  neutrality.  The  reply  of  the  collector  was  that  he  had  requested  in- 
structions from  the  Department  of  State.  In  such  condition,  and,  as  it  seems, 
evidence  existing  that  the  Cherokee  has  in  fact  sailed  under  the  conditions 
and  with  the  purpose  attributed  to  her,  the  undersigned  finds  himself  called 
upon  to  draw  tne  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  the  necessity 
of  making  the  laws  of  neutrality  effective. 

It  is  understood  how  direct  are  the  charges,  and  how  difficult  the  proofs  in 
this  class  of  cases ;  but  for  the  detention  of  a  vessel,  reasonable  cause  ought  to 
be  sufficient,  and  in  the  present  case  everything  induces  the  belief  that  the  ves- 
sel ought,  by  way  of  precaution,  to  be  detained. 

The  undersigned  is  far  from  complaining  of  the  Department  of  State,  whose 
order,  beyond  question,  could  not  earlier  be  received,  but  insists  that  the  vessel 
ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to  sail  so  unconditionally.  The  circumstances 
of  the  case,  moreover,  authorize  him  to  believe  that  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  will  institute  proceedings  against  the  fitters  out  of  the  vessel  for  violation 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  even  for  the  detention  of  said  vessel  wherever  she 
may  happen  to  be  within  reach  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

'  GABRIEL  G.  TASS ARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  June  22,  1866. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  the  20th  instant,  re- 
specting the  steamer  Cherokee  which  left  Boston  on  the  15th  instant,  and,  in 
reply,  to  transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to 
the  undersigned  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Massa- 
chusetts, from  which  it  appears  conclusively  that  no  laxity  of  the  neutrality 
law  of  the  United  States  has  been  practiced  or  permitted  in  the  case  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  Cherokee. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  renewed  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  8fv.,  S^.,  SfC. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Stvoard, 

Office  op  United  States  Attorney, 
District  of  Massachusetts,  Boston^  June  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  followinj^  report  in  the  case  of  the  Cherokee  : 
On  Friday,  June  15,  between  1.30  and  2  p.  m.,  a  clerk  of  the  Spanishcousul  wJled  at 
my  office  with  a  statement  respecting  the  steamer  Cherokee.       Djajtjzed  bv  GoOqIc 
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That  steamer  had  been  cleared  In  the  morning  for  San  Francisco  and  intermediate  Pacific 
ports,  and  was  lying  in  the  stream,  on  the  point  of  sailing^,  waiting  only  for  a  fireman,  as  it  waa 
understood.,  This  was  the  fir^t  intimation  that  bad  been  made  af^ainst  the  vessel.  The  clerk 
who  called  had  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  brouf^ht  nothing  in  writing,  and 
had  only  a  statement,  at  second  hand,  from  a  fireman  whose  name  he  did  not  ^ive,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Cherokee  had  cannon  and  ammunition  in  her  hold,  and  was  intended  to  enter 
the  service  of  Peru  or  Chili  as  a  |>rivateer,  to  cmise  against  Spanish  commerce.  He  waa 
told  that  nothinp^  could  be  done  without  some  evidence  being  submitted  to  me  or  to  the  col- 
IfHstor,  upon  whiclf  a  judgment  could  be  based. 

The  collector  was  out  of  town,  but  sending  to  the  custom-house  I  learned  that  no  sus- 
picions had  been  there  entertained  of  the  vessel,  and  that  she  had  been  cleared  bj  Messrs. 
jSarrison,  Levering  &,  Co.,  a  highly  respectable  firm  largely  concerned  in  steamers. 

I  then  sent  a  telegram  to  yourself,  requesting  instructions. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  the  Spanish  consul  called  at  m^  office  with  two  gentlemen,  but  neither 
of  the  three  had  any  personal  knowledge  on  the  subject,  and.  the  charge  against  the  Cherokee 
I  found  was  not  even  at  the  first  stage  of  hearsay — a  person  having  reported  to  the  consul 
what  another  person  had  told  him  respecting  her  outfit  and  destination.    Indeed,  these 

Sentlemen  did  not  seem  to  appreciate — what  we  think  so  much  of  under  our  system — the 
ifference  between  direct  and  nearsay  testimony.  Still,  as  the  vessel  would  sail  at  once,  (if 
she  had  not  already  sailed,)  leaving  no  time  for  the  collection  of  proofs,  and  the  consul  had 
evidently  an  honest  and  earnest  suspicion,  and  the  consequences  of  letting  loose  such  a  ves- 
sel Upon  friendly  commerce  would  be  so  grievous,  I  took  the  responsibility,  having  received 
no  re^ly  to  my  telegram  to  vourself,  of  instituting  a  proceeding  against  the  vessel  without 
anything  that  could  strictly  be  called  proof. 

I  explained  this  to  the  Spanish  consul,  and  told  him  that  I  rested  entirely  upon  the  faith 
of  his  naving  formed  a  sound  judgment  on  reasonable  grounds,  and  that  if  sufficient  proofs 
were  not  produced  the  next  day  to  satisfy  me  that  there  was  reasonable  ground  for  con- 
tinuing the  proceeding,  the  vessel  must  be  released,  and  we  should  expect  him  to  be  respon- 
sible ior  damages.  To  this  the  consul  assented,  and  expressed  himself  as  greatly  obliged  to 
me  for  my  course.  At  my  request  he  made  affidavit  that  he  had  been  informed,  on  trust- 
worthy evidence,  and  believed  that  the  Cherokee  would,  if  she  went  to  sest,  engage  as  a 
cruiser  against  the  commerce  of  Spain,  in  the  service  of  Peru  or  Chili,  and  that  she  was  equip- 
ped and  fitted  out  with  that  intent. 

It  was  already  after  office  hours,  but  I  had  requested  the  clerk  and  marshal  to  remain  at 
their  posts.  On  this  affidavit  I  filed  m  the  district  court  a  libel  of  information  against  the 
Cherokee  as  forfeited  to  the  United  States  for  breach  of  the  act  of  1818,  for  the  preservation 
of  neutrality,  obtained  a  warrant  for  her  arrest  and  that  of  all  materials  or  equipments  un- 
lawfully prepared.  The  warrant  was  placed  in  the  marshaFs  hands  at  5  p.  m.,  and  by  5.30 
I.  m.  the  deputy  marshal  was  on  board  the  revenue  cutter.  There  he  learned  that  the  Chero- 
:ee  had  been  gone  to  sea  nearly  two  hours,  having  left  the  roads,  under  steam,  as  earlv  as  4 
o^clock,  or  between  3.30  and  4  p.  m.  As  she  had  so  long  a  start  and  was  a  fast  vessel,  and 
the  cutter  would  be  obliged  to  wait  to  get  up  steam,  it  was  thought  useless  to  attempt  pur- 
suit 

At  6  p.  m.  I  received  a  despatch  from  yourself  directing  me*to  have  the  Cherokee  detained 
if  probable  cause  appeared. 

On  Monday,  the  18th.  the  Spanish  consul  called  with  the  same  gentlemen,  but  still  with- 
out anything  in  the  nature  of  proofs.  He  has,  however,  sent  to  me  one  man,  an  American, 
who  has  some  indirect  testimony,  and  promises  to  bring  me  other  witnesses. 

If  this  evidence  furnishes  probable  cause,  I  shall  institute  personal  proceedings  against  any 
parties  implicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  H.  DANA,  Jr., 

United  States  Attorney, 

Hon.  WiLLiA>i  H.  Seward,  Secrttary  of  StaU. 


I 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

8PAMSH  Legation  in  Washington, 

Wa^ingtoTi,  July  4,  1866. 

The  undereigned,  miDister  plenipotentiaiy  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 

honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  8tate  to  the  case  of  the 

Chilian  corsair  Meteor,  now  pending  in  the  district  court  of  New  York.     It  is 

reported  from  an  authentic  source,  though  not  official,  that  judgment  will  soon 
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be  given  condemning  the  vessel  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws.  At  the 
same  time,  it  seems  that  the  vessel  is  to  be  restored  to  the  owners  under  bond» 
at  their  petition,  and  that  experts  have  already  been  appointed  to  appraise  it. 
It  is  hard  to  conceive  how  the  court  can  grant  this  relief  now,  when  it  was  re- 
fused before  the  vessel  was  condemned.  The  fact  is  the  more  strange  as  the 
owners  have  the  right  of  appeal,  even  after  the  vessel  is  condemned.  But,  aside 
from  this  consideration,  the  anomaly  and  contradiction  of  the  two  parts  of  the 
sentence  are  so  glaring  that  they  seem  in  reality  to  be  two  distinct  decisions. 
The  condemnation  of  the  vessel  naturally  infers  a  confiscation  according  to  law, 
and  that  should  prevent  any  kind  of  release,  whether  under  surety  or  not  Any 
other  act  would  annul  the  judgment,  allowing  a  rupture  of  neutrality,  and 
would  be  permitting  the  acquisition  of  the  thing  the  law  was  intended  to  prevent, 
as  would  be  the*  case  if  the  Meteor  were  permitted  to  quit  this  port,  with  ftiU  lib- 
erty to  arm  again«t  a  belligerent.  Fortunately,  if  tlie  court  has  granted  the  re- 
lease on  bond,  the  neutrality  act  empowers  the  President  to  act  according  to 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  in  his  good  judgment  may  seem  best 
It  is  to  be  hoped  then  that,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  in 
spite  of  efforts  to  get  hold  of  the  Meteor,  it  will  not  be  given  up,  or  that  if  it  is, 
it  will  be  under  especial  bond,  with  security,  that  it  will  not  be  armed  against 
Spain.  This  case  is  so  plain,  and  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  so  just  in  the  pacific  question,  that  the  undersigned  does  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  other  protest,  but  refers  to  what  he  has  already 
said  on  the  subject,  particularly  in  his  note  of  the  25th  of  January  of  this  year. 

The  undersigned  accepts  the  occasion  to  renew  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.;  Sfc„  ^. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  July  21.  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  just 
learned  that  the  court  of  New  York  has  approved  the  valuation  made  of  the 
Meteor  and  accepted  the  security  for  the  value  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
issuing  at  the  same  time  the  order  to  the  marshal  to  set  the  vessel  free.  At 
first  view  it  is  deducible  that  the  valuation  of  the  Meteor  at  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  extremely  below  the  true  value  of  the  vessel,  and 
that  in  these  proceedings  action  has  been  most  irregular.  The  proprietor  him- 
self, Mr.  Forbes,  has  shown  in  court,  as  also  appears  at  the  Department  of  State, 
that  the  Meteor  cost  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  There  is,  besides,  the  cargo  on  board  the  vessel,  which  ought  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  valuation.  It  appears  that  the  experts  proceeded  with 
very  little  attention  in  the  examination  of  the  vessel,  and  did  not  take  the  cargo 
into  account,  having  remained  on  board  the  vessel  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Proper  affidants  were  presented  to  the  court  against  this  valuation.  The  un- 
dersigned asks,  meantime,  that  an  order  may  be  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  that  the  Meteor  continue  as  to  this  timeuuder  the  custody  of  the  marshal, 
and  that  to  hinder  the  departure  of  the  vessel  from  the  port  of  New  York  suit- 
able orders  be  issued  to  the  ^collector  of  the  customs,  so  that  he  shall  not  clear 
the  Meteor,  unless,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  sections  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eleventh  of  the  neutrality  act  of  1818,  sufficient  security  be  given,  making 
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Bure  tbat  the  Meteor  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  act  of  hostility  against  Spain, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

The  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  make  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State,  by  note  of  the  4th  instant,  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  security  which 
it  was  said  the  court  would  settle  upon  in  order  to  leave  the  vessel  at  liberty, 
and  which  it  has  now  settled  upon.  The  undersigned  believed  that  in  such 
case  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  him  by 
the  act  of  neutrality,  would  provide  for  indefinite  detention  of  the  Meteor. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  permit  that  a  vessel  under  sentence 
of  %  court  shall  be  left  at  liberty  to  violate  the  law,  when  only  the  intent  to  do 
so  has  been  punished  with  confiscation.  Moreoyer,  the  government  of  the  United  ' 
States  cannot  permit  that — although  the  security  be  accepted  that  may  be  an  illu- 
sion, from  the  insufficiency  of  the  valuation,  and  that  the  collector  can  grant  a 
clearance  for  the  sailing  of  the  vessel — without  requiring  the  exact  fulfilment  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  neutrality.  The  undersigned  hopes  these  points  will 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  orders  will  be  given,  as  well  to  the  court 
as  to  the  collector  of  the  customs,  this  very  day,  if  possible,  by  telegraph. 
^  The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  c  )nsideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfo, 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washifigton,  July  24,  1866. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  learned 
that  the  custom-house  at  New  York  has  seen  itself  under  the  necessity  of  detain- 
ing in  that  port  the  Meteor,  upon  a  charge  of  false  register.  This  circumstance 
proves  rhe  bad  faith  and  the  intentions  of  the  owners  of  the  Meteor.  It  is  re- 
grettable that  the  court,  which  has  given  such  proofs  of  impartiality  in  the  course 
of  this  affair,  should  not  have  comprehended  the  management  of  the  owners  of 
the  Meteor,  and  that,  departing  from  the  antecedents  estallished  in  the  proceed- 
ings, at  the  very  moment  when  it  recognized  the  culpability  of  the  vessel  and 
condemned  her,  should  accept  the  security  offered  by  such  owners.  Although 
this  security  was  so  insignificant  and  so  inferior  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  that 
it  was  necessary  to  protest  against  it,  and  experts  (among  them  one  of  the  most 
reputed  constructors  in  thiscDuntry)estim>ited  the  value  of  the  vessel  at  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  without  reckoning  the  cargo,  which  could 
not  be  examined,  the  security  accepted  by  the  court  for  vessel  and  cargo  is 
only  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  undersigned  knows  that  the  judicial 
power  is  independent  in  its  acts,  but,  in  an  international  question  such  as  relates 
to  that  of  the  Meteor,  the  government  ot  the  United  States  can  and  should  inters 
fere  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  of  the  procedure  of  the  court.  Everything  causes 
the  suspicion^hat  when  the  sentence  of  the  judge  condemning  the  vessel  bc^came 
known  the  que3tion  was  discussed  of  taking  the  vessel  out  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  even  by  proceeding  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  of 
neutrality.  The  owners  offer  the  security  when  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel 
is  made  known  to  them,  and  when  there  wei*e  good  reasons  to  suppose  that  it 
was  agreed  upon  with  the  agents,  enemies  of  Spain,  to  employ  the  vessel  in 
open  hostilities,  even  to  calculating  the  prizes  the  Meteor  ought  to  make  to  cover 
the  amount  of  the  security  and  other  outlay.     In  view  of  .these  ^cumstances 

^  ^  Digitized  by  T-^^^^^T^ 
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the  andersigned  repeats  what  he  Baid  in  his  note  of  the  4th  instant,  and  requests 
the  honorable  Secretarj  of  State  to  give  orders  to  anual  the  action  of  the  judge 
in  accepting  the  security,  or  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  exercising 
the  powers  which  the  act  of  neutrality  grants  him,  may  decree  the  detention  of 
the  Tessei  until  the  state  of  war  between  Spain  and  the  republics  of  Chili  and 
Peru  be  ended. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Lboation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  July  28,  1866- ' 
Adhering  to  his  notes  of  the  21st  and  24th  instant  on  the  affair  of  the  Meteor* 
-the  undersigned  must  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  that  this  morning  he  has  received  from  New  York  the  following  tei^ram  : 
"  The  collector  has  received  from  the  Treasury  Department  the  order  to  release 
the  Meteor.  The  district  attorney  has  not  received  any  instructions,  and  con- 
sequently the  vessel  will  go  to  sea."  The  undersigned  must  expect  that  the 
Department  of  State  will  give  the  orders  nec^?safy  to  prevent  so  grave  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  fresh  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfr. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  August  2, 1S66. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary,  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  received 
the  note  of  the  30th  June  from  the  Department  of  State,  replying  to  his  of  the 
28th  on  the  affair  of  the  Meteor,  that  the  affair  had  passed  to  the  cognizance  of 
the  Attorney  General. 

It  having  afterwards  come  to  his  knowledge  that  the  Meteor  had  been  given 
up  to  her  owners  and  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York  for  Boston,  the  under- 
signed would  request  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  tell  him  if  the  deliver- 
ing up  is  definitive,  and  if  a  vessel  solemnly  condemned  by  a  court  of  the 
United  States  for  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  is  left  at  liberty 
to  enter  the  service  of  any  of  the  belligerents  against  Spain. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Setifard  to  Mr.  Tassara, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  now  to  recur  to  the  note  with  which  you  favored  me 
on  the  28th  of  July  last,  concerning  the  case  of  the  Meteor.  The  opinion  of 
the  Attoniey  Greneral  has  been  taken  upon  the  question  which  was  submitted 
in  that  note.  That  opinion  is  that  neither  the  Attorney  General,  nor  any  other 
executive  department,  has  any  control  over  the  proceeding  in  the  United  States 
district  court  by  which  the  Meteor  was  released  from  official  custody. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  this  occasion  renewed  assurance  of 
his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Se&or  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  4^.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  4,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d 
instant,  in  which  you  inquire,  first,  whether  the  delivery  of  the  Meteor,  by  order 
of  the  United  States  court  of  New  York,  is  definitive ;  and,  secondly,  whether 
a  vessel  solemnly  condemned  by  a  court  of  the  United  States  for  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  neutrality  is  left  at  liberty  to  enter  the  service  of  any  of 
the  belligerents  against  Spain. 

An  answer,  by  way  of  anticipation,  to  the  first  of  these  two  questions  will  be 
found  in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  2d  instant,  in 
which  I  communicated  the  result  of  the  examination  of  the  case  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Attorney  General.  According  to  that  opinion  the  delivery  of  the 
Meteor  is  definitive. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question,  viz.,  whether  a  vessel  solemnly  con- 
demned by  a  court  of  the  United  States  for  flagrant  violation  of  neutrality  is 
left  at  liberty  to  enter  the  service  of  the  belligerents  against  Spain,  I  have  to 
Bay,  with  great  respect,  that  in  the  absence  of  any  facts  touching  the  present 
character,  condition  and  destination  of  the  vessel,  or  the  present  purposes  of  her 
o>wners,  the  question  can  only  be  regarded  by  this  department  as  an  abstraction. 
It, is  undoubtedly  the  province  of  tjjie  judicial  and  revenue  agents  of  the  United 
States  at  Boston  or  elsewhere  to  receive  and  act  upon  any  information  which 
may  be  laid  before  them  tending  to  show  a  present  design  or  purpose  on  the 
part  of  any  one  to  infringe  or  violate  tlje  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States 
by  the  owners  of  the  Meteor. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  this  occasion  renewed  assurance  of 
his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  7,  1866. 
Recurring  to  the  subject  of  the  Meteor,  the  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  the  information  of 
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Mr  Tassara,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant  from  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  renewed  assurances  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

SeBor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfv.  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Stanbery  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Attorney  General*s  Office, 

AugMst  4,  1866» 

Sir  :  I  received,  yesterday,  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  addressed  to  you  by  the  minister  of  Spiun,  reUktive  to  the  proceedings  of  the  dis- 
trict court  at  New  York  in  the  case  of  the  Meteor.  * 

The  question  you  ask  is,  whether  it  is  expedient  or  necessary  to  interfere  with  those  pro- 
ceedings ?  I  reply  that  the  constitution  and  laws  have  committed  to  the  tribunals  of  the  dis- 
trict court  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  do  expressly  prohibit  the  executive 
department  of  the  government  interfering  with  that  tribunalin  the  exercise  of  such  juris- 
diction. The  government,  through  its  counsel,  had  the  right  to  oppose  before  the  court  the 
granting  of  the  claimants  application  to  bond  the  vessel  after  condemnation.  This  right 
was  duly  exercised.  The  district  attorney  was  instructed  by  this  office  not  to  give  consent 
thereto,  and  the  instructions  were,  I  am  advise^,  obeyed.  But  when  the  court,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  vested  in  it  by  the  law,  decided  in  favor  of  the  application,  and  ordered 
the  release  of  the  vessel  on  stipulation  filed,  all  opportunity,  as  well  as  all  right,  on  the  part 
of  the  government  to  object  or  resist  terminated. 

In  respect  to  the  value  of  the  vessel,  and  the  amount  of  the  bond  to  be  accepted  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  her,  that  was  a  matter  also  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  to  be  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  submitted.  It  appears,  by  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  that  the  valua- 
tion and  report  of  the  appraisers  were  contested  in  court,  and  counter-affidavits  submitted. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  court  considered  the  question  in  the  light  of  all  the  evidence 
adduced  on  the  part  of  the  libellant  and  of  the  claimants,  and  that  its  decision  was  correct. 

But  whether  its  decision  was  right  or  wrong,  no  executive  officer  has  power  to  {eview  or 
resist  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  yours,  with  great  respect, 

REKRY  STANBERY,  AUomey  General 

Hon.  Wiluam  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Tassara  te  Mr.  Setoard, 
[Translation.  ] 

SPANisti  Legation  in  Washinoton, 

Waskin^^ton,  October  29,  1866. 

The  minister  of  Spain  has  had  tlje  honor  to  receive  yesterday's  communica- 
tion from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  Savage, 
acting  consul  general  of  the  United  States  in  Hav'ana,  dated  the  20th  instant, 
informing  him  of  the  landing  of  negroes  near  Cardenas,  and  stating  that  the 
superior  court  had  appointed  a  commission,  consisting  of  one  of  the  justices  of 
said  court  and  the  notary,  Jos^  N.  de  Ortega,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  spot 
and  institute  the  requisite  proceedings.  The  undersigned  understands  tbia 
communication  is  meant  to  show  the  strict  enforcement  the  Cuban  authoritiea 
intend  to  give  to  the  orders  of  the  Spanish  government  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade. 

The  imdersigned  herewith  returns  the  said  comihanication  of  Mr.  Sarage, 
according  to  request,  and  accepts  the  opportunity,  to  retew  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  great  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^c,  Sfc.  r^  T 
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Mr.  Toiiara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translfttioii.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  November  17,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  ^he 
honor  to  address  himself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  known  to  him  that  through  a  channel  that  deserves  confidence 
he  is  assnred  that  the  monitor  Idaho,  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  is  getting  ready,  and  is  soon  to  go  out,  armed  for  Pern  or  Chili,  onder 
pretext  of  having  been  sold  to  Japan. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  will  fix  his  attention  on  this  news,  not  doubting  that,  in  case  it  should  be 
true,  even  the  departure  of  said  monitor,  or  any  other  vessel,  on  the  conditions 
mentioned,  ma^  be  avoided. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  bis  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSABA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  20,  18^. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  of  the  17th  instant,  stating 
that  the  monitor  Idaho,  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  is 
getting  ready,  and  is  soon  to  go  out  armed,  for  Peru  or  Chili,  under  pretext  of 
having  been  sold  to  Japan,  and  will  thank  Mr.  Tassara  to  inform  fadm  what 
other  information,  if  any,  he  has  in  his  possession  in  regard  to  the  port  or  place 
at  which  the  Idaho  is,  and  from  which  she  is  expected  to  sail,  and  also  to  fur- 
niflh  him  with  any  reference  to  evidence  of  such  aesign,  and  the  party  or  parties 
concerned. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Seiior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ifc.,  ^v.,  ifc. 


AUSTRIA. 


4(r.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  134.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  December  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos. 
159, 160,  and  161,  of  dates  Novemher  4,  6,  and  17. 

Since  my  last  despatch  upon  the  internal  politics  of  this  empire  events  have 
been  transpiring  of  which  the  result  must  necessarily  he  of  considerahle  import- 
ance not  only  to  Austria,  hut  to  all  Europe.    No  resultSi  however^ave  yet 
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been  reached.  The  Diet  of  Hungary  has  not  yet  been  opened*  bat  it  will  doabt- 
less  be  organized  in  the  course  of  this  week.  Meantime  the  diets  of  Croatia  and 
Transylvania  have  been  for  some  time  in  session,  as  well  as  the  diets  of  the 
seventeen  provinces  on  this  side  of  the  Leitha. 

The  chief  object  of  discussion  in  these  various  assemblies  is,  of  course*  the 
manifesto  of  20th  of  September  last,  by  which  the  part  of  the  constitution  called 
the  Reichsrath  statute  was  suspended. 

I  wish  to  abstain  as  much  as  possible  from  what  I  have  already  said  in  this 
correspondence  upon  Austrian  affairs.  I  shall  simply  remind  you,  therefore, 
that  the  general  object  of  the  policy  of  the  past  four  years  has  been  to  overcome 
the  passive  resistance  of  Hungary  to  the  arrangement  of  February,  1861.  This 
policy  has  now  been  substantially  abandoned.  The  mountain  reding  to  move, 
Mohamet  goes  to  the  mountain. 

The  whole  problem  as  to  the  most  feasible  method  of  a  constitutional  unifica- 
tion of  the  empire  for  imperial  purposes  is  to  be  tried  over  again.  The  Schmer- 
ling,  or  February  system,  aft;er  puzzling  all  heads  in  Austria  during  four  years,  is 
at  last  thrown  aside. 

'*  If  the  road  hitherto  pursued  by  government  towards  a  harmonious  whole  is 
now  forsaken,"  said  the  chief  magistrate  of  Garinthia  to  the  assembled  diet  of 
that  province,  a  few  days  since,  "  it  is  because  government  has  gained  the  con- 
viction that  it  is  not  possible  in  this  way  to  fulfil  the  imperial  promise." 

What  was  this  imperial  promise  ?  '  It  was  the  October  diploma.  In  this  in- 
strument the  monarch  pledged  himself  that  there  should  be  a  constitutional  rep- 
resentation of  the  populations  of  the  empire  for  consultative  and  l^^lative  pur- 
poses, especially  for  that  most  vital  function  of  all  organized  communities,  the 
tax-laying  and  money-spending  power. 

%e  February  patent  created  an  imperial  parliament  in  two  houses,  consistmg 
of  members  from  all  the  kingdoms  and  provinces  of  the  realm,  was  a  delib- 
erate attempt  to  carry  out  the  pledge.  This  parliament,  in  conjunction  with  the 
seventeen  cis-Leithan  provincial  diets  created  by  the  same  patent,  and  with  the 
ancient  diets  of  Transylvania,  Croatia,  and  Hungary,  as  moaified  by  the  laws  of 
1846,  and  revised  by  the  patent,  was  the  constitution  promised  by  the  Emperor. 
But  the  parliament  itself  was  only  a  part,  although  a  very  considerable  part,  of 
that  constitution. 

It  is  natural  that  the  German  portion  of  the  Austrian  empire— -say,  ten  mil- 
lions out  of  thirty-five — should  be  bitterly  disappointed  at  finding  themselves 
obliged  to  renounce  their  imperial  parliament  in  Vienna ;  for  certainly  during 
its  four  years  of  existence  eloquence  of  a  high  character  had  been  exhibited 
within  the  walls  of  its  temporary  house  of  assembly,  and  there  had  been  proof 
of  much  capacity  on  the  part  of  its  members  for  dealing  with  great  questions  of 
state,  and  as  certainly  the  German  element  is  the  predominant  one  in  Austrian 
civilization,  as  on  a  wider  scale  it  has  been  the  leading  ingredient  in  all  that 
is  intellectual  and  progressive  in  Europe  or  America  since  Sie  downfall  of  the 
Roman  empire. 

But  it  is  perhaps  unjust  to  suspect  bad  faith  or  sinister  designs  against  con- 
stitutional life  in  general  on  the  part  of  the  present  government,  because  they 
have  advised  the  suspension  of  that  form  of  life  which,  during  the  past  four 
years,  has  been  struggling  to  make  itself  a  fact.  IHiat  those  suspicions  exist, 
and  that  there  is  much  uneasiness  felt  on  this  side  of  the  Leitha  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  anything  practical  and  beneficent  being  evolved  out  of  the  chaos  to 
which  the  September  manifesto  has  remitted  the  populations  of  the  realm,  can- 
not be  denied. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  chaos  had  not 
been  dispelled  by  the  fiat  of  February.  The  light  was  a  very  partial  one, 
illuminatme  the  mvored  regions  so  brilliantly  that  the  coldness  and  obstmctbn 
of  two-thirds  of  the  empire  were  for  a  time  overlooked.  ( 
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It  18  not  necessarily  unjust  for  a  monarch  to  saj  to  the  thirty-five  millions 
under  his  sceptre  that  a  representative  system,  thoroughly  approved  hy  less 
than  one*quarter  of  their  number,  and  obstinately  rejected  by  at  least  one- half, 
and  which  required  the  indefinite  maintenance  of  martial  law  throughout  the 
greater  portion  of  the  enipire,  must,  after  four  years  of  patient  waiting,  be  pro- 
nounced a  failure,  and  that  some  other  scheme  must  be  devised  to  bring  about 
that  harmony  of  parts  out  of  which  only  a  consistent  and  living  whole  can  be 
produced. 

Of  the  diets  now  in  session,  those  of  the  purely  German  provinces,  as  Upper 
and  Lower  Austria,  Styria,  Salzburg,  Vorarlberg,  and  Garinthia,  six  in  all,  with, 
however,  only  four  millions  inhabitants,  have,  with  more  or  lees  violence  of  lan- 
guage, censured  the  course  of  government  and  voted  addresses  to  the  Emperor 
requesting  him  to>  rescind  the  September  manifesto  and  restore  the  Reichsrath. 

In  Lower  Austria,  of  which  the  capital  is  the  imperial  city  of  Vienna,  the 
tone  has  been  less  decided  than  in  the  other  German  provinces,  and,  although 
the  speeches  against  the  ministry  have  been  very  severe,  in  some  cases  not 
even  sparing  the  monarch  himself,  the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  more  ex*- 
treme  party,  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  forty-six  to  ten,  are  by  no  means  violent. 
They  demand  that  such  decisions  as  may  bb  formed  by  the  Hungarian  Diet> 
as  the  result  of  the  deliberations  about  to  open,  may  be  laid  before  the 
Keichsrath,  but  without  specifying  whether  the  greater  or  lesser  Reichsrath  be 
intended. 

But  it  seems  at  present  very  di£ScuIt  to  admit  that  the  lesser  Reichsrath  has 
a  legal  existence.  The  lesser,  as  I  have  explained  in  a  former  despatch,  is 
evolved  out  of  the  greater,  but  the  greater  or  imperial  Reichsrath  being  sus- 
pended, the  lesser  would  seem  to  be  necessarily  iliuspended  with  it. 

It  is  also  understood,  I  believe,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Hungariai^Diet 
(inclusive  of  the  Croatian  and  Transylvanian  diets)  upon  the  whole  subject, 
when  these  deliberations  come  to  an  end,  will  be  submitted  to  each  of  the  seven- 
teen provincial  cis-Leithan  assemblies  for  approval  or  rejection.  But  the  time  is 
far  fit)m  having  arrived  for  this  process. 

Meantime,  while  the  purely  German  provinces  have,,  as  above  stated,  de- 
nounced the  ministers  and  their  September  manifesto,  the  non-Ghrman  diets 
are  of  a  very  different  mind. 

Galicia,  with  its  five  millions  inhabitants,  has  unanimously  and  at  once 
voted  its  thanks  to  the  Emperor  for  suspending  the  Reichsrath,  while  there  can 
of  course  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  trans-Leitha  sentiment.  In  the  diets  of  the 
mixed  provinces,  as  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  Oarniola,  where  the  German  and 
Sclavonic  elements  are  nearly  in  equilibrium,  it  is  yet  doubtful  whether  an  ad- 
dress of  thanks  of  of  regret  will  be  adopted,  and  the  tone  of  the  German  party* 
is  much  more  moderate  than  it  is  when  that  party  is  predominant.  In  Bo- 
hemia the  present  indications  are  that  the  party  which  approves  the  course  of 
government  will  have  a  small  majority.  The  February  party  proposed  an  ad- 
dress in  opposition  to  government,  and  were  defeated  by  a  majority  of  eleven. 
A  motion  is  now  pending  from  the  other  side,  the  adherents  of  the  ministers. 
It  may  also  fail,  as  this  phenomenon  has  exhibited  itself  in  Moravia.  In  the 
diet  of  that  province  a  motion  to  thank  the  government  lacked  three  votes  of  a 
majority,  and  a  motion  implying  censure  came  within  eight  votes  of  being  car- 
ried. Thus  it  would  seem  that  a  small  number  of  members,  disinclined  to  any 
demonstration,  controlled  the  voting  on  both  occasions. 

I  ought  to  add  that  considerable  latitude  of  speech  has  been  allowed,  and 
the  press  has  not  been  as  much  interfered  with  in  its  expressions  of  opinion  as 
during  the  late  administration.  This  would  indicate  a  consciousness  of  up- 
right intentions  on  the  part  of  government.  When  the  Hungarian  Diet  shall 
have  been  organized  the  October  diploma  and  the  February  patent  will  be  laid 
before  that  assembly  and  the  deliberationB  will  begin.    K  a  resolution  should 
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be  carried  approving  the  Febmarj  statute  the  Reichsrath  would  ipw  facto  be 
revived  from  its  suspension,  and  the  splendid  vision  of  a  central  imperial  parlia- 
ment become  a  reality.  I  suppose,  however,  that  no  one  dreams  of  anj  audi 
result,  and  the  diief  interest  now  centres  in  the  discussions  immediately  to  take 
place  in  the  trans-Leitba  parliament.  Afterwards, «when  a  thorough  under- 
fltandiug  has  been  reached  between  the  monarch  and  his  subjects  of  the  crown 
of  8t.  Stephen,  with  its  Croatian  and  Transylvanian  *^parte9  ttdnexm**  it  n 
probable  that  Francis  Joseph  I  will  be  crowned  at  Pesth  as  king  of  Hongarj 
oefore  the  attempt  is  made  to  reconcile  the  decision  of  the  trans-Leidia  diet 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  other  seventeen  provinces. 

The  next  great  struggle,  afber  the  Hungarians  shall  have  dedared  their 
minds,  will  be  to  invent  some  scheme  of  empire  in  which  all  can  unite. 

What  that  scheme  will  be  I  confess  myself  unable  to  imagine.  That  some 
bond  of  union  must  be  found  among  the  discordant  and  incoherent  parts  of  the 
Austrian  empire,  if  that  empire  is  to  continue  to  exist,  is  certain.  Hitherto 
that  body  had  been  found  in  absolutism.  The  strong  arm  of  military  despotism 
had  held  together  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  people,  differing  essentially  ^m 
each  other  in  language,  habits,  culture,  tradition  and  character.  But  it  was  and 
is  honestly  desired  to  find  something  better  than  bayonets  to  produce  a  harmo- 
nious whole,  nor  would  there  seem  an  absolute  impossibility  in  applying  some* 
thing  of  the  federation  principle  to  a  monarchy  compounded  of  such  divergent 
elements.  The  problem  how  to  create  a  nation  out  of  nationalities,  a  people 
out  of  populations,  an  empire  out  of  provinces  and  states,  is  as  old  as  history, 
and  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  one  of  the  most  important  for  human  sagacity 
to  solve. 

A  thousand  years  ago  the  greatest  of  German  emperors— >whose  name  is  snch 
a  wlfhnsical  blending  of  Latin  and  French  dialects,  while  belonging  to  neither  of 
them  and  to  no  language — Oharlemagne,  attempted  in  vain  to  unite  under  his 
sword  and  sceptre  the  discordant  nationalities  and  populations  of  Europe  which 
had  need  at  that  epoch,  not  of  union,  bat  of  disintegration. 

And  now  a  successor  in  a  portion  of  that  mighty  realm  has  to  deal  with  a 
portion  of  the  difficulties  which  made  the  task  of  Charles  the  Great  impossible. 

That  there  is  a  tendency  to  disintegration,  a  strong  centrifugal  impulse  in  the 
Austrian  states  and  provinces,  is  certHin.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  as  more  and 
more  powerful  grows  the  great  American  republic,  the  more  and  mjre  instinctive- 
ly, even  if  unconsciously,  does  Europe  press  itself  together,  and  the  more  and 
more  nr^nt  becomes  the  necessity  of  the  great  empires  to  become,  if  possible, 
greater,  and  to  resist  those  dissolvents  which,  if  not  checked  in  their  action,  lead 
to  national  death. 

That  the  great  federal  principle  by  which  many  states  can  be  bound  into  a 
powerful  homogeneous  empire  while  preserving  local  autonomy,  and  the  utmost 
amount  of  self-government  and  individual  liberty  consistent  with  a  mighty  im- 
perial whole,  is  best  attained  in  a  republic,  I  think  the  United  States  baa  made 
manifest  to  the  world,  and  never  more  triumphantly  than  during  the  magnifiicent 
four  years  of  civil  war  which  the  superficisd  and  the  vulgar  thought  the  pre- 
cursors of  our  national  existence. 

But  while  we  thankfully  accept  our  own  form  of  government  as  the  best  and 
the  one  which  is  likely  to  best  fulfil  the  demands  of  the  future  upon  humanity, 
and  while  our  best  patriots  strive  every  day  to  improve  a  system  which  wopld  be 
not  human  if  not  full  of  defects,  we  ought  to  remember  how  much  we  owe  to 
our  epoch  and  to  physical  science. 

A  thousand  years  ago,  without  printing  and  steam  and  the  other  great  achieve- 
ments of  the  human  intellect,  the  mighty  republic  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  a  more  extravagant  vision  than  was  the  imperial  dream  of  Charle- 
magne. Oregon,  Tennessee,  the  shores  of  the  Mexican  gulf.  New  Yoric  and 
New  England,  would  of  necessity  have  been  as  foreign  and  as  ineompreheo- 
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Bible  to  each  other  and  as  remote  from  each  other  as  the  most  hostile  and  warring 
portions  of  Europe  among  tbemselyes,  and  as  impossible  to  unite  into  one 
mighty  realm. 

I  ask  pardon  for  these  reflections,  which  may  strike  you  as  superfluous,  but 
in  these  days  of  construction  and  reconstruction  and  change  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  falling  into  a  vein  of  thought  more  academic 
than  diplomatic. 

That  some  scheme  may  be  devised  to  extend  the  liberties  and  to  advance  the 
intellectual  and  material  interests  of  the  Austrian  people,  and  that  it  may  be 
found  possible  to  unite  a  good  degree  of  local  self-government  with  the  imperial 
necessities  by  some  better  means  than  physical  force,  is  certainly  to  be  sincerely 
deswed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StatS,  Woihingtam^  D,  C 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  137.]  United  States  Legation, 

Vienna,  December  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  made  a  careful  translation  of  the  Emperor's  speech  on  opening 
the  Diet  at  Pesth,  which  you  will  find  herewith.  For  the  first  time  in  history, 
the  royal  discourse  to  the  Hungarian  parliament  was  made  in  the  Hungarian 
language,  a  fact  which  contributed  much  to  the  enthusiasm  with  which  it  was 
received. 

My  tr^slation  is  from  the  German  version  published  in  the  Vienna  Gazette. 

There  is  no  need  of  my  offering  any  remarks  as  to  the  extreme  importance  of 
this  state  paper  in  the  present  great  historical  crisis  of  the  empire. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  your  severe  labors  at  home  to  clear  away  the  wrecks  of 
the  secession  war,  and  to  re-establish  the  great  republic  on  a  more  enduring 
basis  than  perhaps  can  be  hoped  for  by  many  European  realms,  you  wiU 
doubtless  find  time  to  observe  the  process  by  which  the  imperjiil  government  is 
seeking  to  repair  the  dami^es  of  the  civil  war  of  seventeen  years  since,  and  to 
reconstruct  the  empire. 

I  shall  endeavor  in  this  correspondence  to  keep  you  accurately  informed  as 
to  the  history  and  vital  significance  of  events  as  they,  gradually  unroll  them- 
selves, and  I  shall  be  ci^ul  not  to  trespass  more  upon  your  patience  than 
seems  necessary. 

To-day  I  shall  simply  draw  your  attention  to  the  passage  in  the  speech 
regarding  the  necessity  of  the  revision  of  a  portion  of  the  1848  laws  of  Hun- 
gary, observing  that  upon  this  point  the  most  earnest  debates  will  probably 
soon  take  place,  and  the  most  divergent  opinions  manifest  themselves.  How  to 
regulate  the  public  affaira  common  to  the  whole  monarchy,  when  perhaps  the 
most  influential  party  in  Hungary  will  demand  a  resident  palatine — ^in  all  but 
rank  a  king — with  independent  ministers  and  departments  of  treasury  and  of 
war  for  that  kingdom,  seems  a  most  difficult  problem.  You  will  observe  that  the 
language  of  the  monarch,  although  conciliatorv  and  benignant  in  general,  does 
not  lack  firmness  upon  this  point.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  so  soon  as  the 
first  burst  of  enthusiasm  has  passed  away  with  which  the  speech  has  been 
greeted  on  all  sides  in  Pesth,  grave  demonstrations  of  dissent  will  be  observed. 
Meantime  the  suspension  of  a  constitutional  life  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  con- 
siderable period  on  both  sides  the  Leitha,  and  this  very  fact  must  breed  discon- 
tent throughout  the  empire. 

Thus  the  organ  at  Pesth  of  the  extreme  party  in  Hungary  (formerly  called 
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the  Beschlusz  Parte!,  or  resolution  party)  obsenreB  in  a  late  munber  that  Ae 
1848  laws  contain  nothing  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy  or  detrimental 
to  the  rights  of  majesty,  out  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  the  foundation  of 
constitutionalism  and  the  prosperity  of  the  monarchy,  and  that  it  will  be  the 
grateful  task  of  the  Diet  to  make  this  clear.  It  adds,  that  as  the  Hungarian  and 
February  constitution  cannot  exist  together,  one  of  the  two  must  always  remain 
in  suspense.  "  This  suspension  of  the  entire  State  constitution  simultaneously 
with  tne  revision  of  the  1848  laws,"  it  continues,  **  is,  however,  satisfactoiy  to 
none  of  us,  since  the  result  is  simply  that  both  constitutions  are  suspended,  and 
that  parliamentary  government  exists  neither  in  Pesth  nor  Vienna." 

On  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  most  ffifted  and  eloquent  supporters  of  tbe 
February  constitutioti,  Count  Auersperg,  known  to  all  Germany  as  a  popular 
and  graceful  poet  under  the  pseudonym  of  Anaslasius  Gun,  and  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  eminent  debaters  in  the  late  Reichsrath,  recently  used  this  strone 
language  in  the  Diet  of  Gamiola,  speaking  against  the  suspension  manifesto  <h 
September :  "  By  this  patent  a  new  situation  it  created.  A  constitution  over 
which  the  Damocles  sword  of  suspension  is  ever  lifted  is  no  longer  a  constitu- 
tion, and  absolutism  is  preferable  to  such  a  system.  The  incomplete  carrying 
out  of  the  February  constitution  was  only  a  fault  of  persons,  not  of  principle. 
•  •  •  There  is  much  that  js  enticing  in  the  September  patent,  yet  if 
twenty  creative  diets  are  to  bring  about  a  chaos  most  certainly  an  absolute  Ood 
Almighty  will  cry  out  to  them,  A  quo$  ego^ 

You  see  by  these  extreme  expressions  in  Germany  and  in  Hungary  how  veiy 
grave  the  situation  may  become,  should  the  Hungarians,  inspired  by  their  pre- 
sent feelings  of  exultation,  push  their  claims  to  an  unreasonable  extent. 

Most  certainly,  if  the  various  component  parts  of  the  Austrian  monarchy 
cannot  agree  upon  some  common  constitution,  the  necessary  result  is  a  return 
to  absolutism — for  otherwise  the  empire  would  cease  to  exist. 

I  observed  in  my  last  despatch  that  it  was  possible  that  the  diet  of  Bohemia 
might  pass  a  vote  of  censure  or  regret  in  regard  to  the  September  manifesto. 
The  party  sustaining  the  pre^nt  administration,  however,  uniting  with  the 
exti-eme  czech-federalist-aristocratic  party,  have  obtained  a  small  majority  and 
voted  an  address  of  approbation. 

The  speech  o&the  representative  of  government  in  the  Bohemian  Diet,  Count 
Lazausky,  eminently  federalist  in  tone,  was  considered  by  the  German  party  so 
bitter  towards  the  Keichsrath  that  four  members  of  that  departed  parliament, 
Prince  Carlos  Auersberg  and  Counts  Hartiz,  Salm  and  Althau,  members  of  die 
late  House  of  Peers,  resigned  their  places  as  deputies  in  the  Bohemian  Diet. 
'*  The  government  commissioner,"  they  say,  **  has  declared,  in  the  debate  on  the 
address,  that  the  Reichsrath  has  never  legally  existed,  and  has  thus  exposed  the 
members  of  the  suspended  Reichsrath  to  the  laughter  and  the  scorn  of  die  diet 
party,  which  abhors  the  Reichsrath.  The  undersigned,  belonging  to  those  mem- 
bers of  the  Reichsrath  thus  exposed  to  contumely  by  the  government  represent- 
ative, are  determined  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  scenes  which  have  in  view 
the  depreciation  of  a  mission  undertaken  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  they  there- 
fore lay  down  their  commission." 

Prince  Carlos  Auersberg  was  presiding  officer  of  the  House  of  Peers — the 
other  gentlemen  very  eminent  in  rank,  public  service  and  general  consideration  ; 
while  the  extreme  liberal  and  democratic  organs  in  the  German  part  of  the 
empire  are  still  more  vehement  than  the  aristocratic  party  in  their  expressions 
of  feeling. 

Thus  there  are  materials  enough  for  a  violent  explosion,  if  the  conflict  of 
nationalities  is  carried  too  far. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  C^ r\r\n\o 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.    Digitized  by  ^^OOglL 
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Sptedk  from  ih€  tkroM  cf  his  L  JL  Apostolic  Mt^tti^if  mt  tie  opsning  of  the  Hungarian  Diet, 

Decanter  14,  1865. 

[Trsnslatkm.] 

While  we  greet  with  sincere  joj  the  estates  and  representatives  of  oar  beloved  kingdom 
of  Hungary  assemoled  in  Diet,  we  at  the  same  time  make  known  the  purpose  which  has 
brought  us  here  with  that  open  frankness  which  can  alone  establish  the  indispensable  bond 
of  confidence  between  a  monarch  and  his  people. 

We  came  to  complete  that  which  we  haa  begun,  penetrated  with  the  feeling  of  our  duty 
as  regent  Our  ooject  is,  by  our  personal  intervention,  and  therefore  the  more  success- 
fully, to  settle  those  doubts  and  to  remove  those  obstacles  which  hitherto  have  opposed  the 
solution  of  pending  questions  of  state  law. 

Among  these  do  we  class  in  the  first  line  the  violent^contradiction  which  existed  in  the 
different  starting-points  towards  the  contemplated  mutual  understanding.  Legal  forfeiture 
on  the  one  side,  and  stiff  legal  continuity  on  the  other,  could  not  lead  to  any  agreement. 

The  obstacle  we  now  remove  in  choosing  a  universally  acknowledged  ground  for  our 
starting-point. 

Whereas  this  fundamental  state  law  has  guaranteed  the  self-dependence  of  the  inner  forma- 
tion and  administration  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  and  the  adjoininj^  provinces,  it  has  at 
the  same  time  preserved  the  constant  indissoluble  and  inseparable  union  between  the  king- 
doms and  provinces  standing  under  the  government  of  our  house,  and  therewith  the  position 
as  a  gpreat  power  of  their  entirety.  Even  as  we  therefore  find  in  this  entirety  a  necessary  and 
•  legal  limitation  of  that  independence,  even  so  we  recognise,  without  reserve,  jusLification 
thereof  within  these  limits. 

In  the  same  manner  do  we  wish  to  preserve  unimpaired  the  conditions  of  the  pragmatic 
sanction  which  related  to  the  integrity  of  the  Hunganan  crown,  and  although  we  are  obliged 
to  pay  regard  to  those  facts  upon  record  in  the  last  decade,  we  have  at  the  same  time  dire^ed 
our  sovereign  care  to  make  possible  the  representation  of  the  provinces  of  our  Hungarian  crown 
at  this  Diet. 

For  this  purpose  we  have  convoked  the  Diet  of  our  principality  of  Transylvania,  in  order 
that  it  may  undertake  an  earnest  and  thorough  examination  of  the  first  law-article  of  the 
year  1848,  relating  to  the  union  between  Hungary  and  Tnnsylvauia,  and  we  require  the 
estates  and  representatives  of  our  kingdom  of  Hungary  assembled  in  Diet  to  take  a  similar 
action  in  regard  to  the  seventh  law-article  of  the  year  i847>*d,  in  order  that  this  question, 
not,  according  to  the  dead  letter  of  the  law,  a  fictitious  and  doubtful  one,  but,  on  the  con- 
traiy,  in  harmony  with  all  vigorous  factors,  may  find  through  their  intimate  conjunction  a 
lasting  and  complete  solution. 

In  the  same  manner  have  we  made  known  the  summons  to  the  assembled  Diet  of  Croatia 
and  Sclavonia  reasonably  to  provide  that  it  should  be  represented  at  this  Diet ;  and  while  we 
communicate  the  resolution  of  the  Croatian  Diet,  passed  in  the  year  1861,  regarding  the  re- 
lation of  Croatia  to  our  kingdom  of  Hungary,  do  we  feel  the  confidence  that  the  argument 
in  regard  to  the  legal  relations  of  brother  races,  united  for  centuries,  will.be  firmly  established 
in  the  way  of  mutual  yielding  and  in  the  spirit  of  that  equitable  conception  to  which  the 
estates  and  representatives  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  assembled  in  Diet  have  lent  an  un- 
efqui vocal  expression  in  their  address  m  this  regard,  issued  July  6,  1861. 

As  the  first  task  of  this  Diet  we  must  indicate  the  manner  of  negotiating  affairs  common 
to  all  our  kingdoms  and  provinces. 

The  existence  of  such  affurs  has  its  formation  already  in  the  spirit  of  the  pragmatic  sanc- 
tion, although,  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  negotiating,  the  essentially  altered  relations  de- 
mand an  essential  change. 

The  transformation  of  the  political,  economical,  and  social  factors  which  in  the  meanwhile 
had  gained  ground,  decided  us,  in  the  consciousness  of  our  high  task,  to  confer  constitutional 
rights  also  on  our  other  kingdoms  and  provinces,  and  therefore  the  affairs  common  to  all 
provinces  are  only  to  be  conducted  under  the  constitutional  co-operation  of  those  kingdoms  . 
and  provinces. 

These  were  the  motives  which  guided  us  when  we  issued  our  diploma  of  October  20,  I860,  and 
we  still  firmly  hold  the  conviction  that  a  common  constitutional  treatment  of  affairs,  indicated 
in  that  diploma  as  universal,  forms  an  incontrovertible  requisite  of  the  united  stability  and 
position  as  a  power  of  our  collected  monarchy  to  which  every  other  consideration  must  be 
subordinate. 

As  regards  the  manner  of  negotiation,  we  have  indicated  a  form  in  our  natent  of  February 
26, 1861,  which  has,  however,  excited  various  and  important  scruples.  While  we,  therefore, 
cannot  withhold  the  conviction  that  this  question  cannot  be  determined  definitely  and  last- 
ingly with  the  weapons  of  material  or  moral  pressure,  but,  on  the  contrary,  only  in  the  way 
of  general  compromise,  and  a  recognition  of  necessity,  we  have  temporarily,  by  our  manifests 
of  September  20,  suspended  the  efficacy  of  the  statute  of  the  representation  of  the  empire, 
and  do  now  lay  before  the  estates  and  representatives  of  tiie  kingoom  of  Hungary  assembled 
in  Diet  our  diploma  of  October  20,  18(K),  as  well  as  the  patent  of  February  26,  1861,  for 
mature  consideration,  incisive  criticism,  and  acceptance.  /^-^  i 
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The  well-UDderatood  inteiresta  of  our  Idngrdom  of  Hnngair,  as  well  as  thej|>rofperit7  and 
safety  of  the  whole  empire,  require  the  soonest  possible  settlement  of  this  oBair,  so  that  tha 
constitutional  rights  of  the  single  kingdoms  and  provinces  maj,  through  the  cordial  annex- 
ation of  our  people,  be  durably  secured,  may  deyelop  themselyes  on  a  firm  basis,  and  may 
rejoice  in  a  vigorous  bloom.  We  expect,  therefore,  of  the  estates  and  representatives  of  o«r 
kingdom  of  Hungary  assembled  at  this  Diet,  that  they  may  in  a  spirit  of  equity  exanodne 
the  state  papers  submitted  to  their  judgment,  and  in  case  of  the  existing  objections  appear* 
ing  insurmountable,  they  may  propose  such  modifications  only  as  can  oe  brought  into  har- 
mony with  the  vital  conditions  of  our  entire  monarchy.  In  close  and  inseparable  conjunction 
with  the  decision  of  this  question  stands  the  revision,  and  respectively  the  reform,  of  that 
part  of  the  1848  laws  which  has  reference  to  the  e£Bcacy  of  our  rights  as  sovereign,  and  the 
limitation  of  our  attributes  of  govemoMnt 

Thin^  which  stand  in  a  close  conjunction  and  exerdse  a  mutnal  effect  upon  each  other 
cannot  m  practical  realizaUon  bes€|>arated. 

The  unchanged  coming  into  life  of  these  laws  does  not  lie  within  the  region  of  poMibiH^ 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  position  as  a  power  of  our  empire,  the  nndiminiahed 
value  of  our  sovereign  rights,  and  the  just  demands  ofthe  neighboring  provinces.  Although, 
therefore,  the  formal  legality  of  these  laws  cannot  be  questioned,  yet  our  duties  as  a  sov- 
ereign, and  the  conscientious  consideration  of  the  care  owed  equally  to  all  our  people,  fbihid 
us  to  confirm  by  our  inaugural  oath  the  vindication  and  application  of  these  laws,  oefore  the 
simultaneous  fixation  of  the  relation  of  the  mutual  rights  and  duties.  It  is,  therefore,  neces- 
sary that  the  motives  of  these  laws  which  either  circumscribe  our  sovereign  rights  or  bear 
reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  form  of  government,  without  bringing  them  into  harmony 
with  the  conditions  of  stability  of  the  monarehy,  or  with  the  inner  iuMtutions  of  the  land  • 
that  repose  on  a  long-inherited  basis,  may  be  carefully  examined  and  judiciously  altend. 
In  this  way  it  will  be  made  possible  that  we,  too,  may  with  a  quiet  conscience  render  our  royal 
inaugural  oath  to  the  suitably  remodelled  and,  for  late  posterity,  firmly  established  conatftn- 
tion,  and  receive  the  consecration  of  coronation  with  the  diadem  of  the  holy  Stephen,  our 
apostolic  ancestor,  with  that  holy  crown  in  which  we  are  disposed  to  insert,  as  its  most 
precious  stone,  the  prosperity  of  our  kingdom  of  Hungary  and  the  unbroken  love  of  its  people. 

As  crowned  king,  we  will  not  fail  to  impart  to  the  assembled  estates  and  representatives, 
besides  those  state  papers  which  we  alreaay  submitted  to  the  Diet  of  2d  of  April,  1861,  also 
our  royal  propositions  in  regard  to  numeroos  other  afiairs.  These  are  objects  which  touch 
the  spiritual  and  material  interests  of  the  wisest  circles,  and  whose  successful  regnUtioa 
cannot  be  postponed  without  detriment  to  the  land. 

The  will  of  Divine  Providence  has  imposed  on  us  great  and  heavy  tasks,  and  to  this  land 
not  less  earnest  ones,  and  charged  with  grave  responsibility,  by  reason  of  the  suspension  ot 
constitutional  life  which  has  now  taken  place  in  a  great  portion  of  our  empire. 

Insoluble,  however,  they  are  not,  if  the  country,  in  union  with  its  sovereign,  and  followfaig 
the  traditions  of  the  forefathera,  undertakes  them  with  self-denial  and  willingness  of  sacrifice. 

We  hope  this  so  much  the  more  as  the  land,  in  imparting  strength  and  weight,  gains 
strength  and  weight,  in  progressing  to  the  lifting  of  these  difficulties  elevates  itself  in  work- 
inff  for  procuring  the  stability  of  the  whole  secures  its  own  stability ;  and  if  we  are  sneeeas- 
ful,  after  a  long  pressiuff  epoch,  in  leading  our  empire  with  the  help  of  the  country  through 
the  doubtful  turnings  of  a  difficult  situation  to  the  wished-for  term,  we  shall  bless  the  moment 
that  ripened  our  resolution  to  revive  and  confirm  the  confidence  between  the  sovereign  and 
the  people. 

With  confident  success  do  we  look  forward  to  the  candid  exposition  of  the  views  of  the 
assembled  estates  and  representatives  of  this  land,  and  while  we  solemnly  declare  the  Diet 
of  our  kingdom  of  Hungary  as  open,  we  dose  with  the  earnest  wish  that  it  may  be  granted 
to  us,  with  Gk>d*s  help,  to  lead  to  a  happy  issue  the  great  work  of  mutual  agreement. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  141.]  •  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbs,  ' 

Vienna,  January  S,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  joor  despatches  Nos. 
1^9  and  160,  of  dates  November  4th  and  6th,  1865. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  state  to-day  concerning  the  affc^rs  of  Hunffarj,  as 
the  diet  of  that  kingdom  was  adjourned  for  the  Christmas  holidays  and  has  not 
yet  reassembled. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  with  the  whole  court,  wOl 
proceed  to  Pesth  on  the  20th. 

The  most  important  incident  relating  to  Austrian  affairs  since  my  last  despatch 
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ifl  ibe  promalgation,  in  accordance  with  the  September  manifesto,  of  the  finance 
law  for  1866  07  the  Emperor. 

During  the  suspension  of  any  general  legislative  hoiy,  the  monarchy  is  of 
course  governed  absolutely. 

The  finance  edict  or  budget  is  accompanied  by  an  elaborate  report  of  the 
finance  minister,  Count  Larisch,  addressed  to  the  Emperor. 

The  sum  total  of  expenditures  for  the  year  1866  is  fixed  at  531,273,881 
florins,  Austrian  currency.  ^ 

The  sum  total  of  receipts  is  estimated  at  491,134,735  florins. 

Deficit  for  the  vear  40,139,146  florins,  to  be  covered  by  a  loan. 

The  report  of  the  minister  is  characterized  by  a  courageous  frankness ;  a 
determination  being  evident  on  his  part  to  tell  the  whole  truth  eoncemine  the 
financial  condition  of  the  empire,  even  although  that  truth  cannot  be  considered 
cheerful. 

The  most  striking  general  features  in  the  report  are  the  statements  that  it  is 
entirely  out  of  the  Question  to  increase  the  income  of  the  empire  by  an  increase 
of  taxation ;  that  tnere  is  a  deficit  of  this  year  of  forty  millions ;  and  that 
there  is  an  additional  deficit  for  the  two  past  years  of  seventy  millions  over  and 
above  what  had  been  hitherto  announced  by  the  former  minister  of  the  treasury. 

As  the  best  illustration  of  this  impossibility  to  increase  tbe  taxes,  the  proposi* 
tion  is  made  for  a  reduction  in  some  of  the  most  oppressive  ones,  namely,  the 
land  and  house  taxes,  now  more  than  33^  per  cent,  of  the  rent,  making  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  treasury  receipts  for  the  year  of  4,600,000  florins. 

**  This  loss,"  says  the  minister,  "  will  be  richly  compensated  by  the  moral 
impression  produced  by  a  measure  which  constitutes  a  practical  pledge  of  the 
earnest  intention  of  lightening  as  far  as  possible  the  burdens  imposed  upon  your 
Majesty's  faithful  peoples." 

As  an  explanation  of  the  revelations  as  to  the  results  of  the  years  1864  and 
1865,  (including  the  two  last  months  of  1863,)  it  is  stated  that  the  expenditurea 
for  that  period  were  almost  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  published  estimates 
of  M.  de  Plener,  but  that  his  estimates  of  receipts  fell  short  in  round  numbers 
about  seventy  millions. 

The  finance  law  of  1865  announced  a  nominal  deficit  of  nearly  eight  millions. 
It  really  amounted  to  a  sum  but  little  short  of  eighty  millions.  The  details  as 
to  these  discrepancies  will  hardly  interest  you.  It  may  be  as  well  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  thirty  millions  had  been  relied  upon  by  the  former  minister  from  the 
sale  of  public  property,  but  that  it  had  been  found  impracticable  to  effect  these 
sales. 

A  loan  of  ninety  millions  specie  has  very  recently  been  negotiated.  This  has 
been  mainly  employed  in  covering  the  deficiency  just  indicated.  There  remains 
in  the  ti-easnry  for  the  use  of  the  present  year  a  sum  of  twelve  million  florins. 

As  the  deficit  for  the  fourteen  financial  months  of  1864  actually  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  millions,  and  the  deficit  of  1865  to  eighty  millions,  it 
is  considered  by  the  present  minister  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  the  esti- 
mated deficit  for  the  current  year  is  only  one-balf  that  for  the  last  year. 

''  GhiDnic,  deeply  rooted  evils,"  says  Gount  Larisch,  *'  cannot  be  got  rid  of 
at  once ;  one  must  be  content  if  the  cure  of  them  is  gradual  but  constant." 

It  is  also  important  to  state  that  the  deficit  for  this  year  is  caused  almost  en- 
tirely by  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  last  instalment  of  the  debt  to  the 
National  Bank,  amounting  to  35,600,000  florins,  which  falls  due  on  the  last  day 
of  December,  1866. 

Another  encouragbg  symptom  indicated  by  the  minister  is  the  approaching 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  bank,  to  take  place  after  this  liquidation 
of  the  imperial  debt  has  been  duly  made. 

The  agio  on  gold  has  already  Mien  to  less  than  five  per  cent,  and  no  doubt 
is  at  present  entertained  of  a  return  to  a  metallic  currency  with  th^  beginning 
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of  next  year.  The  National  Bank  is  described  hy  Count  Larisch  aa  one  of  the 
most  solid  and  healthy  institutions  of  credit  in  Europe,  and  he  observes  that 
"  the  providing  for  the  necessities  of  the  state  by  making  use  of  a  bank-note 
printing  press  is  now  reduced  by  legal  measures  to  an  impossibility." 

While  the  minister  modestly  refrains  from  any  hope  that  the  actual  receipts 
for  the  current  year  may  exceed  his  estimates,  he  ventures  an  expectation  that 
those  of  ]  867  may,  with  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  return  of  public  e&a- 
fidence  and  public  prosperity,  show  an  improvement. 

As  during  the  two  past  years  every  source  of  income,  with  scarcelv  any  ex- 
ception, ordinary  and  extraordinary,  direct  and  indirect,  is  proved  to  have  been 
largely  overestimated,  to  the  gross  amount  already  mentioned,  it  is  hoped  by 
the  minister  that  his  own  estimates,  already  subjected  to  an  incisive  criticism  by 
experts,  may  prove  more  satisfactory. 

The  rough  estimate  of  the  budeet  for  1867,  taking  the  expenditures  at  the 
same  figuies  as  in  1866,  with  the  deduction  of  the  payment  to  the  bank,  is  as 
follows : 

Expenditures 485,621,243  florins. 

Income 457,134,735  florins. 

Deficit 28,486,508  florins. 


This  is  certainly  an  improvement  on  the  past,  but  very  far,  of  course,  from 
healthy  housekeeping,  especially  to  an  empire  always  from  geographical  and 
historical  causes  exposed  to  war. 

Having  thus  given  yon  a  general  view  of  the  finance  minister's  annual  report, 
I  think  it  may  possibly  interest  you  if  I  very  briefly  indicate  a  few  of  the  lead- 
ing items  of  Austrian  expenditure  and  revenue,  making  use  of  round  sums,  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  actual  ones,  in  order  to  avoid  the  confusion  of  long  strings 
of  figures,  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  despatch.  The  accounts  are  in 
Austrian  currency,  which  now  varies  very  little  from  specie.  The  Austrian 
florin  is  equal  to  a  little  less  than  half  a  dollar. 

Expenditurei, — The  Emperor's  household,  7  J  millions ;  foreign  office,  over  2 
millions ;  state  department,  including  police  and  education,  about  30  millions ; 
chancery  of  Hungary,  11^  millions;  ditto  Transylvania,  over  3  millions; 
finance  ministrv,  350^  millions,  including  124,636,662  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
65,834,998  of  debts  foiling  due ;  ministry  of  justice,  nearly  10  millions ;  ministiy 
of  war :  army,  88,763,000 ;  navy,  7,825,981 — 96^  millions.    Total,  511  millions. 

The  chief  sources  of  revenue  are  direct  taxes.  Land  tax,  nearly  65  millions ; 
house  tax,  23  millions;  trade  and  business  taxes,  11  millions;  income  tax,  (7 
per  cent.,)  20^  millions.    Total,  119^  millions. 

Indirect  taxe$, — Brandy,  14  millions;  wine,  6  millions;  beer,  17  niillions; 
'sugar,  9  millions ;  cattle,  to  be  killed,  5^  millions ;  Pachtungon  leases,  5  millions ; 
salt,  (monopoly*)  net  receipts,  about  33  millions;  tobacco,  net,  25  mOlions; 
stamps,  16^  millions  ;  taxes  on  legal  business,  26^  millions ;  lottery,  20  millions; 
customs,  less  1,674,614  for  collection,  net  almost  exactly  12^  millions.  Total, 
190  millions. 

About  three-fifths  of  the  national  revenue  is  made  up  of  these  items. 

I  have  given  the  net  income  of  the  two  monopolies — salt  and  tobacco— «s,  of 
course,  if  deductions  were  not  made  from  the  gross  receipts  (stated  in  the  report 
at  over  thirty-nine  millons  and  over  fifty-six  millions  respectively)  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  business,  my  statement  would  be  valueless.  You  will  be  struck 
with  the  trifling  amount  of  the  trade  of  Austria,  as  shown  by  the  traffic  receipts, 
which  in  gross  were  only  14,172,684  florins. 

Whether  the  reduction  next  year  of  the  tariff  according  to  the  Anglo- 
Austrian  treaty  just  concluded  and  described  in  one  of  my  Iasi4e8pateh68,  and 
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according  to  the  French- Austrian  treaty  soon  to  be  negotiated,  will  produce  a 
lamr  sufn  than  the  present  very  insignificant  amount,  time  will  show. 

I  shall  make  but  one  more  quotation  from  the  minister's  report.  After  stating 
that  the  interest  on  the  national  debt  has  been  growing  steadily  year  by  year> 
from  106,719,800  florins  in  the  year  1861,  to  124,636,663  florins  in  1866,  he 
obsenres  that  "  this  is  a  progression  in  which  an  eamast  warning  Ilea  to  make 
every  exertion  to  restore  as  soon  as  possible  the  equilibrium  of  the  national 
accounts." 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wtuhington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Modey  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  145.J  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

Vienna^  February  13,  1866. 

8iR :  I  have  not  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  any  despatches 
since  your  No.  163. 

The  most  important  event  in  this  empire  since  my  last  despatch  is  the  pre- 
sentation on  the  dth  of  this  month  of  the  project  of  an  address  to  his  Mi^esty 
by  the  Hungarian  Diet  in  answer  to  the  speech  from  the  throne. 

A  translation  of  that  speech  was  sent  in  my  despatch  No.  137.  I  have  now 
translated  the  most  important  passages  of  the  proposed  address  and  send  them 
herewith.  This  document,  the  importance  of  which,  as  a  manifesto  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  Hungarian  Piet  and  public,  can  hardly  be  overrated,  is  mainly 
tbe  work  of  Francis  De^k. 

This  statesman,  undoubtedly  by  far  the  most  influential  and  popular  person- 
age in  the  kingdom,  who,  although  himself  an  advocate,  belongs  to  the  middle 
classes,  wields  immense  power  over  the  highest  aristocracy  in  the  most  aristo- 
eratic  country  in  Europe,  seems  to  possess  at  this  moment  the  confidence  both 
of  the  Austrian  government  and  of  the  Hungarians.  Gifted  with  much  elo- 
quence and  administrative  tact,  he  has  been  looked  upon  as  almost  the  only  in- 
dividual capable  of  dealing  with  the  great  Hungarian  question.  Whether  the 
sphinx  which  has  been  oppressing  the  imperial  house  for  the  last  seventeen 
years  will  accept  the  present  solution  of  her  riddle  and  cast  herself  forever  into 
the  abyss,  the  immediate  fature  will  show.  It  does  not  seem  probable,  however, 
that  she  will  be  got  rid  of  so  easily. 

I  have  said  so  much  concerning  the  Hungarian  subject  in  previous  despatches 
that  I  refrain  from  wearing  your  patience  with  many  comments  on  the  present 
address. 

Placing  yourself  in  the  position  of  a  Hungarian  you  wouI4  probably  admit 
that  the  document  breathes  noble  sentiments  and  expresses  reasonable  views 
concerning  self-government  and  the  true  relations  between  king  £uid  people. 
But  taking  the  position  of  a  citizen  of  the  Austrian  empire  you  would  find  it 
difficult  to  see  much  improvement  in  the  present  address  over  that  of  1861. 

The  Emperor  as  king  of  Hungaiy  asks  the  Diet  to  &vor  him  with  views  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  October  diploma  and  the  February  patent.  In  reply 
those  famous  creations  are  very  respectfully  but  most  decidedly  despatched  by 
the  address  to  the  limbo  of  all  depicted  or  abortive  constitutions. 

Calmly  ringing  the  death-knell  over  the  constitutional  unity  of  the  empire, 
the  address  then  summons  the  sovereign  in  the  name  of  the  pragmatic  sanction 
to  restore  the  time-honored  '<  constitutional  self-dependence  and  fegal  independ- 
ence" of  Hungary.    That  phrase  occurs  sixteen  times  in  the  document.   A  mild 


63^  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

satisfaction  is  expressed  at  the  intention  of  the  monarch  to  invest  the  other 
countries  nnder  his  sceptre  with  constitutional  rights,  but  no  suggestions  or  crit- 
icisms are  offered  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  out  such  intention  on  the  ground 
that  Hungary  has  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs  of  foreign  nations. 

For  hereelf,  Hungary  implores  that  the  absolute  government  which  for  sev- 
enteen years  has  superseded  her  ancient,  still  legal  continuing,  but- practically 
suspended  constitution,  shall  now  be  terminated.  She  demands  a  parliamentaiy 
government  at  Pesth  for  all  the  countries  belonging  to  and  annexed  to  the  crown 
of  St.  Stephen,  a  Hungarian  cabinet  of  ministers  responsible  to  that  parliament, 
and  the  restoration  of  local  self-government  in  the  countries,  districts  and  cities 
of  the  kingdom.  When  that  is  accorded,  she  will  proceed  to  the  revision  of  the 
laws  of  1848.  She  admits  that  there  are  affairs  common  to  the  Hungarian 
crown  and  to  the  other  countries  under  the  monarch's  sceptre,  and  she  is  willing 
to  arrange  some  method  of  treating  those  topics  as  one  free  and  independent 
nation  deals  with  another  free  and  independent  nation.  The  address  states,  as 
you  will  perceive,  that  a  scheme  for  this  purpose  is  now  in  process  of  elabora- 
tion and  will  soon  be  laid  before  his  Majesty. 

Until  that  project  is  made  public  it  is  not  possible  to  judge  of  the  whole 
scope  of  the  present  Hungarian  policy.  But  unless  the  address  has  made  very 
large  and  lofty  pretensions  in  tne  expectation  of  being  obliged  to  moderate 
them  in  the  usul  course  of  compromise,  the  prospect  of  an  arrangement  would 
not  seem  very  hopeful.  The  official  orean  of  the  government  of  Vienna  has 
already  declared  the  demands  of  the  address  for  an  independent  ministry,  and 
the  restoration  of  the  municipalities  to  be  inadmissible— on  the  ground  that 
the  unity  of  the  empire  in  its  undivided  and  indivisible  integrity  has  been  pro- 
claimed by  his  Majesty  as  the  supreme  Austrian  principle  of  state,  and  that  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  the  address  would  be  equal  to  a  division  of  the  realm. 

The  problem  then  to  reconcile  the  '<  legal  self-d^sendence  and  constitutional 
independence  "  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  with  the  indivisible  unity  of  the 
Austrian  empire  would  still  seem  to  be  as  far  firom  a  solution  as  the  quadrature 
of  the  circle. 

The  next  step  after  the  address  has  been  accepted  by  the  Diet  at  Pesth  will 
be  the  publication  of  a  rescript  from  the  throne  in  answer  to  the  address — and 
then  the  great  war  of  words  will  begin. 

The  court  is  still  at  Pesth,  where  the  festivities  are  described  as  very  bril- 
liant   The  moment,  however,  has  now  arrived  for  serious  business. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Woihingtan,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — The  copy  of  the  translation  of  the  address  being  not  quite  ready,  will 
be  sent  by  the  next  steamer. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  146.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  February  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ^he  receipt  of  your  No.  164,  of  date 
January  29th. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  translation,  alluded  to  in  my  last,  of  the  most  important 
passages  in  the  project  of  address  by  the  Hungarian  Diet  to  the  Grown. 

I  think  that  you  will  find  it  useful  for  reference,  as  it  is  the  delibtrate  expres- 
sion of  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  minority  of  that  assembly  upon  the 
great  questions  by  which  the  empire  has  been  agitated  for  seventeen  years. 
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It  is,  I  sappoae,  eerlaia  that  it  will  be  adopted.  It  now  forms  the  subject  of 
debate  in  the  Diet,  which  will  apparently  be  very  protracted.  Forty  members 
have  already  inscribed  their  names  to  speak.  The  first  speech,  made  by  Mr. 
Bartal,  vice-president  of  the  royal  Hungarian  stadholderate,  occupied  three 
hours  in  the  delivery,  and  is  reported  in  eighteen  columns  of  the  largest-sized 
newspapers.  As  it  was  printed  (translated  in  full  out  of  Hungarian- German) 
in  the  semi-official  journals  of  Vienna  op  the  morning  after  its  delivery  at  Pesth, 
it  is  to  be  regarded  rather  as  a  prepared  document  than  a  speech— a  kind  of  mani- 
festo of  the  party  in  the  Hungarian  Diet  sustaining  the  present  imperial  administra- 
tion. His  propositions  for  compromise  are,  in  brief:  a  "  congress  "  for  dfdibera- 
tion  upon  the  affairs  common  to  the  triune-kingdom  of  St.  Stephen,  and  to  the 
cis-Leithan  portion  of  the  Austrian  monarchy ;  this  congress  to  be  elected  every 
year  by  and  from  the  members  of  the  Hungarian  Diet  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  other  provinces  of  the  empire  on  the  other  part,  in 
equal  proportion ;  to  have  public  sessions ;  to  be  bound  by  no  instructions  ;  to 
decide  conclusively  according  to  the  m^ority  of  votes.  The  subjects  over  which 
this  congress  is  to  dispose  are  war,  foreign  intercourse,  and  such  portions  of  the 
indirect  taxation  as  is  necessary  to  determine  the  quota  of  each  **  imperial  half  '* 
for  the  common  expenses.  Any  changes  in  or  extension  of  this  system  are  to 
be  dependent  on  a  vote  of  the  Hungarian  Diet. 

I  enter  into  no  discussion  of  this  programme,  but  merely  add  that  it  has  very 
email  probabilities  of  success.  It  is  important,  however,  on  account  of  the 
official  source  from  which  it  comes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHBOP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  t^aU,  Wathingtan,  D,  G. 


Projtct  9/  tht  addnsM  of  the  Hungarian  Chamber  of  DepwtUs  to  ki$  Imperial  Royal  Aposiolie 

Mt^etijf, 

[Translation. — ^Extracts.  ] 

February  8, 1866. 

Tour  Majestv  has  decidedij  discarded  the  theoirj  of  Ic^al  forfeiture,  so  pernicious,  so  de- 
structive of  all  mutual  confidence,  and  in  opposition  to  it  has  chosen  ifor  point  of  departure  : 
the  pragmatic  sanction  as  the  mutually  recognized  leral  basis.  Tour  Mi^'estj  has  graciously 
assured  us  that  your  Mi^eety  will  maintain  inviolaoly  the  full  integrity  of  the  Hungarian 
crown.  *  *  **  Deeply  do  we  feel  the  extraordinary  difficulties  of  our  important 
task.  We  know  that  there  are  times  of  crisis  in  the  life  of  .nations  which  exercise  aeciaive 
influence,  not  only  upon  the  fate  of  individual  citizens,  but  on  the  whole  future,  and  some- 
times on  the  existence  of  the  nation.  It  may  be  that  we  are  on  the  threshold  of  such  an 
epoch.  *  *  *  A  peaceful  development  of  the  regeneration  was  disturbed,  and 
seventeen  years  were  torn  out  of  the  constitutional  life  of  the  nation.  Time  strode  forward, 
circumstances  became  confused,  and  we  were  condemned  to  inactivity,  exactly  at  the  mo- 
ment when  constitutional  activitv  was  most  needed.  That  which  during  those  seventeen 
years  might  have  been  easy  step  by  step  to  complete,  and  to  improve,  now,  all  at  once,  and 
especially  after  all  that  has  happened  in  the  mean  time,  will  be  much,  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  accomplish.  •  ♦•»••• 

Your  Majesty  in  taking  as  point  of  departure  the  pragmatic  sanction,  also  recognized  that 
the  siyd  fundamental  law  had  guaranteed  the  independence  of  Hungary  and  the  parts  (Theile) 
therewith  connected,  as  well  in  regard  to  public  law  as  to  internal  administration.  And  the 
legal  national  limitation  of  this  independence  is  found  by  jonr  Majesty  only  therein  "that 
t&  said  pragmatic  sanction  has  permanently  founded  the  indivisible  and  inseparable  con- 
nection (zusammengehdngheit)  of  the  countries  (Liinder)  standing  under  the  government  of 
the  sovereign  house  of  your  Majesty,  and  thereby  the  position  as  a  great  power  of  the  totality 
of  the  same.*' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  pragmatic  sanction  It  was  the  chief  object  of  the  monarch  that  he 
in  case  of  extinction  of  the  male  line  might  secure  the  succession  to  the  throne  to  his  descend- 
ants in  the  female  line.  On  the  side  of  the  nation,  however,  the  object  was  that  they  might 
choose  in  the  occurrence  of  the  above-mentioned  event  at  once  a  new  royal  house  in  the  said 
female  line,  and  thus  avoid  the  often  dangerous  consequences  of  a  free  election.  ^ 
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The  aim  as  well  of  the  mesaroh  as  of  the  Dation  was,  however,  that  kingdoms  and  cotmtrks 
standing  according  to  the  ordained  succession  to  the  throne  under  one  common  ruler,  the 
possession  of  which  was  to  be  indivisible  and  inseparable,  might  with  united  strength  the 
more  easily  and  securely  oppose  all  external  and  internal  enemies.  This  common  secnri^ 
was  thus  the  second  principal  aXm  of  the  pragmatic  sanction,  and  time  fully  justified  the 
foresight,  because,  had  the  pragmatic  sanction  not  been  established,  and  bad  Hungary  in 
J 723  not  accepted  it,  the  kingdoms  and  countries  which  since  that  time  have,  mutually  pro- 
tective of  each  other  under  one  ruler,  been  able  to  maintain  themselves  amid  the  greatest 
dangers,  would  at  the  extinction  of  the  male  Vfie  of  the  Hapsburgs,  seventeen  years  later, 
have  probably  been  scathed  under  the  sovereignty  of  many  different  prinoes.       •      •      • 

Your  Miy'esty  has  indicated  as  the  first  task  of  our  Diet  **  to  take  measures  for  consuUa* 
tion  upon  and  treatment  of  affairs  existing  in  common  with  the  other  countries  of  the  mon- 
arehy,^^  and  has  observed  **  that  the  existence  of  those  common  affairs  finds  its  recognition  in 
the  pragmatic  sanction,  but  that  the  form  for  their  treatment  requires  essential  alteration  in 
consequence  of  essentialiy  altered  circumstances,"  especially  for  the  reason  that  your  Miges^ 
**has  invested  the  other  countries  with  constitutional  rights,  and  that  therefc»re  the  consti- 
tutional influence  of  the  same  is  inevitable  in  the  treatment  of  the  common  a£Rairs." 

We  recognize  that  there  are  circumstances  which  interest  in  common  Hungary  with  the 
other  countries  standing  under  the  rule  of  your  Majesty,  and  our  efforts  wiH  be  thereto  di- 
rected, that  in  regard  to  the  fixation  and  mode  of  treatment  of  these  relations  such  measnies 
are  taken  as,  without  endangering  our  constitutional  self-government  and  our  legal  independ- 
ence, will  accomplish  that  object.  Exactlv  on  this  account  we  are  proceeding  without  delay 
to  the  elaboration  of  a  project  relatinj^  to  this  end.  The  purest  joy  and  entire  tranquillity  are 
secured  to  us  by  your  Majesty's  decision  to  govern  all  your  kingaoms  and  countries  in  a  con- 
stitutional way.  Civil  freedom  is  a  treasure  which  does  not  melt,  and  is  not  weakened  be- 
cause others  gain  civil  freedom.  •  •  •  y^Q  regard  the  constitutional  freedom  of 
all  the  countries  of  your  Msjesty  as  a  support  of  our  own  freedom,  for  we  cannot  believe  that 
the  peoples  of  those  countries  desire  a  constitution  which  would  make  the  maintenance  ef 
our  constitutional  self-dependence  and  legal  independence,  existing  for  oenturiet,  and  guaran- 
teed by  the  pragmatic  sanction,  impossible. 

We  take  respectful  notice,  therefore,  that  your  Majesty  has  invested  your  countries  not 
belonging  to  the  Hungarian  crown  with  constitutional  rights,  and  as  we  said  in  oar  address 
in  1861,  **  we  will  hold  intercourse  with  them  as  with  constitutional  peoples  and  a  self-de- 
pendent free  nation  with  another  self-dependent  free  nation,  under  guarantee  of  our  independ- 
ence and  their  independence."  How  the  constitutional  forms  of  these  countries  should  be 
arranged — on  what  basis  their  mutual  relations  be  ordered — thereupon  we  can  express  no 
opinion ;  for  this  affair  concerns  exclusively  those  countries  and  your  Majesty,  and  we  have 
no  right  to  meddle  with  it.  We  can  only  express  the  wish  that  tree  constitutionalism  may 
as  soon  as  possible  come  into  actual  existence  in  our  fatherland  and  in  theirs.  In  this  caae 
we  are  ready,  as  we  said  in  our  humble  address  of  1861,  **  to  do  what  we  may  do,  and  what, 
without  violation  of  our  self-dependence  and  our  constitutional  rights,  we  can  do,  even 
above  the  measure  of  strict  duty  commanded  by  law  on  the  basis  of  equity,  and  for  poli- 
tical reasons,  in  order  that  their  weal,  and  therewith  our  own,  may  not  be  crushed  under  the 
heav^  burdens  which  the  absolute  system  has  heaped  up  in  its  nrogress,  and  in  order  that  the 
pernicious  consequences  of  the  past  hard  times  may  be  reraovea  ft-om  them  and  from  us." 

Your  Majesty  was  pleased  to  send  to  us  the  diploma  of  the  20th  of  October,  1860,  and  the 
patent  of  the  26th  of  Februaiy,  1861,  and  graciously  to  summon  us  to  deal  in  the  padfic 
spirit  of  moderation  with  these  decisions  of  your  Mi^ty,  and  in  case  the  anxieties  spnnging 
therefrom  are  not  to  be  set  aside,  to  make  some  proposal  of  modification  which  mig^  be 
brought  into  harmony  with  the  vital  conditions  of  tne  empire  of  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty  has  further  expressed  your  firm  conviction  that  the  treatment  of  the  common 
affairs  included  in  the  October  diploma  in  the  sense  of  a  common  constitution,  had  become 
an  inevitable  requirement  of  the  united  existence  of  the  empire  and  of  its  position  as  a  (rreat 
power,  before  which  all  other  considerations  should  move  to  the  background. 

Yes,  august  sovereign,  we  have  pondered  these  two  acts  of  your  Mc^esty  in  the  pacific 
spirit  of  moderation.  We  do  not  deny  the  large  signification  of  the  October  diploma,  in  so 
far  as  your  Majesty  thereby  gave  to  your  peoples  the  solemn  assurance  of  your  will  to  mis 
them  constitutionally  in  the  future.  This  diploma  is  the  foundation-stone  of  the  universal 
constitutionalism  for  all  those  countries  of  your  Majesty  which  do  not  belong  to  the  Hunga- 
rian crown. 

Our  constitution,  however,  did  not  derive  its  origin  from  the  October  diploma ;  it  is  ad  old  as 
the  existence  of  our  country,  and  has  developed  itself  out  of  the  life  of  the  nation.  In  Hnn- 
garv  the  ever-honored  rights  of  the  royal  power  rest  upon  the  constitution.  Under  guaiaalee 
of  the  maintenance  of  this  constitution,  the  Hungarian  nation  formally  elected  its  kings ; 
under  such  a  guarantee  it  established  of  free-will  the  succession  law  to  the  throne  of  the  au- 
gust house  of  Axistria,  as  well  for  the  male  as  female  line,  and  this  guarantee  has  been  t«- 
newed  at  ever^  coronation  in  the  royal  inaugural  diplomas. 

As  your  Majesty  in  the  year  1860  graciously  determined  in  future  to  renounce  the  abeotmta 
system  of  government,  we  hoped  wiUi  confidence  that  our  legally  existing  but  actually  sus- 
pended constitution  would  be  re-established,  and  that  your  Majesty  wc^d,  on  the  basSa  of 
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the  Mme,  in  the  waj  of  re^lar  legislation,  effect  anj  neoeseary  modification  of  one  or  another 
portion  of  onr  laws.  Our  hope  was  not  fulfilled.  The  solemnly  guaranteed  rights  of  Hun- 
gary were  set  aside,  and  the  October  diploma  granted  to  the  whole  empire  a  common  eonsti- 
tntion,  which  was  also  extended  oyer  us. 

Into  this  granted  common  constitution  those  essential  rights  of  Hungary  were  transplanted 
which  the  Hungarian  nation,  according  to  its  inherited  constitution,  has  itself  exercised  in 
regard  to  its  own  fatherland,  and  which  were  nerer  in  contradiction  to  the  thorough  security 
or  the  empire ;  yes,  which  have  essentially  and  constitutionally  contributed  to  its  preser- 
TBtion. 

In  regard  to  the  contents  of  the  October  diploma,  we  haye  ripdy  considered  them  and  en- 
tirely conyinced  ourselyes  that  the  circumscription  of  the  common  afiairs  ofiered  by  this 
diploma  in  many  respects  transgresses  the  limits  of  the  pragmatic  sanction ;  that  it  takes 
much  away  from  the  legislation  of  our  fatherland,  which  the  complete  insurance  of  the  pur- 
poses stated  in  the  pragmatic  sanction  does  not  at  all  reouire.         •  •  • 

We  declare  to  your  Aiajesty  with  nncere  confidence  that  we  should,  by  the  acceptance  of 
the  provisions  and  principles  of  this  diploma,  bring  about  the  annihilation  of  our  constitu- 
tion, of  our  constitutional  self-dependence,  and  our  legal  independence. 

We  propose  to  develop  more  in  detail  our  views  and  our  reasons  in  the  proposal  which  we 
mean  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  in  regard  to  the  fixation  of  the  common  relations  and  the 
mode  of  their  treatment. 

Undoubtedly  the  patent  of  26th  of  February  took  its  rise  in  the  foundation  of  the  October 
diploma,  but  it  went  for  beyond  the  bounds  of  that  instrument.  It  did  not  even  spare  those 
rights  and  special  interests  of  the  separate  countries  which  did  not  stand  in  contradiction  to 
their  common  purposes  and  really  common  intereits; 

It  appeared  rather  intended  for  a  process  of  melting  down  than  of  uniting,  and  therefore 
the  paternal  wish  of  your  Majesty  that  the  constitutional  freedom  of  the  separate  countries, 
permanently  secured  by  the  iumost  fratemiiation  of  your  peoples,  might  untold  itself  on  firm 
toundations,  could  not  go  into  fulfilment.  As  little  could  be  realixM  that  which  the  prag- 
matic sanction  indicated — the  tranquillity  and  sincere  unity  of  sentiments.  An  experience 
of  four  years  is  at  last  the  proof  that  the  constitution  contained  in  that  patent  did  not  accom- 
plish the  pacification  of  the  peoples,  and  practically  could  not  be  carried  out 

Towards  us,  however,  tiiis  patent  was  a  still  more  decided  and  sharper  expression  of  the 
legal  forfeiture  theory.  As  Hung^ary,  by  the  acceptance  of  the  pragmatic  sanction,  i^ade  it 
possible  that  the  countries  belonging  to  the  august  reigning  house  might  in  future  temain 
altoffether  under  the  same  monarch  and  defend  and  maintain  the  common  security,  she  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  that  this  union  should  lead  to  an  incorporation,  (verschmelznng.)  Tes, 
it  stipulated  expressly  for  itself,  even  in  the  pragmatic  sanction,  the  inviolability  of  the  con- 
stitutional self-4ependence  of  the  country  and  of  its  legal  independence. 

Now,  however,  the  acceptance  of  the  February  patent  woula  make  that  danger  more  threat- 
ening than  the  October  diploma,  by  its  transgression  of  the  limits  of  law  and  necessity  in  its 
circumscription  of  the  common  affairs,  would  have  brought  over  us. 

According  to  this  patent  numerous  subjects  fell  into  the  sphere  of  a  legislative  corporation 
in  which  the  representatives  of  Hungary,  in  consequence  of  their  lessM  number,  would  have 
been  on  every  (]^uestion  dependent  on  the  great  majority  of  the  representatives  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  in  this  way  those  interests  of  ours  which  formerly,  in  regard  to  our  own  father- 
land, were  taken  care  of  by  our  own  legislature,  would  have  become  subordinate  to  the  in- 
terests of  other  lands,  «  «  •  ^^^  differences  and  difficulties  might  often  have 
arisen  to  give  to  the  common  legislature  ground  or  pretext  to  draw  into  itself  the  greater 
portion  of  the  whole  legislative  power. 

In  regard  to  administration,  tne  February  patent  has  placed  the  most  important  portions 
thereof,  so  far  as  concerns  Hungary,  in  the  hands  of  a  body  of  officials  entirely  independent 
of  our  government,  to  which  was  also  intrusted  the  direction  of  the  other  parts  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Hungarian  government.  Thus  were  created  on  the  same  ground,  for  the  same 
citizens,  two  entirely  different  administrative  powers.  Can  two  such  administrations  in  a  con- 
stitutional state  be  inaugurated  without  endless  dashings  and  perpetual  discord  7  •  *  • 
To  accept' such  annihiliuion  of  our  constitution  and  self-dependent  autonomy  is  forbidden  to 
us  by  the  most  holy  duty  of  the  dtisen.  »#•••« 

In  our  address  of  1661  we  said  that  we  would  not  haiard  the  existence  of  the  monarchy. 
Such  a  purpose  is  as  fieur  from  us  now  as  ever.  And  as,  according  to  our  conviction,  the  Oc- 
tober diploma  and  the  February  patent  are  not  to  be  brought  into  harmony  with  the  vital 
conditions  of  our  fatherland,  we  shall  strive  to  lay  such  a  proposition  before  your  Majesty  as 
is  suited  ta  insure  our  consUtutional  self-dependence  as  well  as  the  vital  conditions  of  the 
monarchy.  •••#•••••• 

In  our  second  humble  address  to  your  Mijesty  in  ]861  we dedared  "that  there  were  single 
points  amone  the  provbions  of  the  laws  of  1841^,  which  we,  even  under,  the  inviolable  main- 
tenance of  the  rignts  of  the  people,  wished  to  alter  and  more  perfectly  to  develop."  We 
also  declared  that  **  if  your  Majhsty  demands  a  modification  of  the  laws  in  whatever  part,  the 
restored  Diet  would  at  once  take  into  consideration  all  thgse  propositions  which  in  this  regard 
the  responsible  Hungarian  ministry  of  your  Mf^'esty  would  lay  before  us,  an^  would  com- 
municate the  decision  to  your  Mi^fy."    We  declare  ourselves  ready  still,  so  £u:  as  in  legn* 
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Ur  waj  of  legialative  modification  of  any  law  may  be  neoetsarj,  to  \aj  before  jour  Majeit? 
oar  proposals  coooeminii^  the  fundameDtal  principles  of  oar  constitution.  *  *  *  It 
is  the  inmost  wish  of  the  Hungarian  nation  to  be  able  to  place  the  crown  of  the  holy  Stephea 
on  the  head  of  our  hereditary  king,  that  at  last  may  be  fulfilled  what  ominous  events  naTs 
for  seventeen  years  prevented.  *  *  **  *  *!,*.* 

Our  political  life  is  at  present  uncertain  and  wavering,  and  only  your  ^lyesty  can  pot 
an  end  to  these  uncertainties  by  actually  restoring  our  constitution,  and  sealing  this  restitu- 
tion by  the  coronation.  •  "*  *  .         *  *  *  *  " 

We  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  vour  Miy'esty  for  summoning  the  Croatian-Slavoniu 
Diet,  that  it  might  provide  betimes  for  its  due  representation  in  the  present  Diet  of  our  realni, 
(Reichstag.)  We  regard  this  as  proof  of  the  sovereign  intention  to  maintain  the  integiitj  of 
the  Hungarian  crown  and  to  effect  the  reintegration  of  our  Diet  of  the  realm.  •  •  • 
But  we  do  not  conceal  our  anxiety  •  •  •  that  Dalmatia  is  not  mentioned  io 
the  speech  from  the  throne.  This  country  belongs  in  common  with  Croatia,  and  Slavonia  to 
the  Hungarian  crown.  *  *  *  It  is  certainly  not  the  wish  of  your  Majesty  that 
the  so  often,  most  solemn  guaranteed  integritv  of  that  crown  should  in  this  respect  be  vio- 
lated. *  •  *  ^Q  thank  your  Miyesty  for  the  princely  care  with  which  yowr 
Majesty  is  providing  for  the  relations  springing  out  of  the  union  of  Hungary  and  Transyl- 
vania. The  grounds  of  those  relations  was  laid  by  those  laws  which  in  1848  were  enacted, 
in  regard  to  the  union  of  Hungary  and  Transylvania  by  common  consmt  of  both  countries, 
and  sanctioned  solemnly  by  the  royal  approbation.  But  in  this  respect  much  remaina  to  be 
done.  »»«•»•••*• 

Tour  Majesty  will  allow  us  to  beg  and  to  hope  that  your  Migesty  will  provide  that  m 
integral  part  of  our  country,  Finme,  which  article  Y  of  the  Laws  of  J84o  reckons  to  the 
Hungarian  Diet,  be  represented  at  our  said  Diet.      •  •  •  • 

Our  country  is  still  under  absolute  government.  Our  constitution,  on  the  basis  of  whkk 
we  must  exercise  the  right  of  legislation,  is  suspended.  "  •  "*  We  poaaeaa  no  parliamea- 
tary  government,  no  responsibile  ministers ;  the  municipalities,  counties,  districts,  dtiss, 
have  not  yet  recovered  their  constitutional  position,  and  in  all  branches  of  the  administratioii 
rules  are  absolute  system.  «  •  »  We  beg  of  your  Majesty,  therefore,  for  legal  conti- 
nuity in  the  sense  of  our  laws,  especiallv  for  our  parliamentary  government,  a  reaponaibla 
ministry,  and  the  constitutioxial  re-eatablishment  of  the  municipalities.  *  *  *  We  axe 
convinced  that  the  appointment  of  responsible  Hungarian  ministers  and  the  restoration  of 
the  municipalities  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  important  common  interests.  •  *  *  The 
responsible  ministry  would  possess  the  confidence  of  your  Majesty  and  of  the  country.    * 

*  *  As  by  virtue  of  its  official  position  it  would  come  often  into  contact  with  the  slates- 
men  of  the  other  countries  of  your  Majesty,  it  would  also  help  in  this  direction  the  solnttoa 
of  many  difficult  questions.  *  •  «  Should,  on  the  contrary,  your  Mi^esty  not  fulfil  our 
legal  and  equitable  desire,  and  still  maintaining  the  absolute  system  of  government,  reAise 
the  re-establishment  of  parliamentary  government  and  responsible  minister,  then  oppreasivt 
anxiety  will  again  weign  upon  our  souls,  and  the  wavering  of  our  hope  make  it  difficult  Uk 
US  to  obtain  that  tranquillity  of  mind  requisite  for  the  solution  of  the  different  problems  laid 
before  us.  Our  present  Diet  was  called  upon  the  basis  of  a  constitution  guaranteed  by  the 
pragmatic  sanction.  Its  task  is  to  modify  certain  essential  points  of  our  laws,  to  crown  the 
King  of  Hungary,  and  to  found  a  more  liappy  future  for  our  fatherland.  May  your  Majes^ 
be  graciously  pleased  to  consider  what  a  situation  it  would  be  if  the  country,  at  the  very  time 
when  through  its  representatives  it  is  exercising  these  constitutional  rights,  was  in  eveiy- 
thing  else  outside  the  constitution. 

Besides  parliamentary  government  and  a  responsible  ministry,  the  legal  aelf-administratioii 
of  countries,  districts,  and  cities  is  a  further  essential  requirement  of  our  constitution.    *    *  * 

All  the  institutions  of  Hungary  are  inspired  by  the  idea  of  self-government  This  unites 
the  best  forces  for  support  of  public  aaministration :  this  is  often  through  publicity  the 
surest  control  against  abuses ;  this  prevents  the  illegal  encroachment  of  officials.  In  the 
course  of  our  constitutional  life  it  has  saved  our  fatherland  from  the  system  which  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  institutions  of  our  country,  and  to  its  public  life  and  customs.    * 

*  *  The  foundation-stone  of  our  constitution  is  the  law,  its  keystone  to  the  royal  power; 
to  do  homage  to  both  is  the  highest  duty  of  a  citizen.  This  duty  would  only  then  be  op- 
pessive  when  on  one  aide  the  law  and  on  the  other  side  the  will  of  the  king  should  come 
into  permanent  and  irreconcilable  opposition ;  ^  •  •  but  the  hope  is  assured  to  us  that, 
although  diffemncea  of  opinion  must  sometimes  arise,  we  shall  never  fall  into  such  an  inoom- 
paiably  painful  situation. 

Your  Majesty  will  never  demand  from  us  any  sacrifice  not  inexorably  required  by  the 
common  purpose  indicated  by  the  pragmatic  sanction,  and  we  shall  faithfully  do  all  that  oar 
duty  and  the  common  weal  of  the  fatnerland  demand  for  securing  this  purpose. 
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Mr,  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  149.]  Leqatfon  of  the  United  States, 

VienTta^  February  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  debate  on  the  address  iti  the  Hungarian  Chamber  of  Deputies  has 
just  been  closed. 

The  project  of  address  was  voted  by  a  large  majority  on  the  24th,  and  with 
scarcely  any  modificatioos.  It  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Emperor  to-day.  The 
translation  of  its  most  important  passages,  forwarded  with  my  despatchi^s  of  last 
week,  will  therefore  give  you  entire  posse? sion  of  the  basis  on  which  the  at- 
tempt is  now  10  be  made  to  i-econstruct  the  constitutionalism  of  the  Austrian 
empire. 

If  you  have  time,  therefore,  for  observing  the  course  of  the  important  events 
now  about  to  occur,  I  venture  to  recommend  that  document  once  more  to  your 
attention. 

Francis  Deak,  by  far  the  most  influential  personage  now  living  in  Hungary, 
and  the  author  of  that  address,*  delivered  a  remarkable  speech  at  Pesth  on  the 
22d  of  February.  The  eflFect  of  that  speech  was  to  cause  the  withdrawal  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Bartal  and  otherfe  to  the  project  of  address  and  to 
bring  the  debate  to  a  close,  although  a  great  many  members  had  inscribed  their 
names  to  speak  and  had  doubtless  long  orations  already  fully  prepared.  Per- 
haps this  fact  will  strike  you  as  no  inconsiderable  manifestation  of  Deak's  power. 

Were  our  own  affairs  less  absorbing  I  should  like  to  send  you  a  translation 
of  Deak's  speech.  I  am  sure  you  would  admire  it  as  a  splendid  specimen  of 
rhetoric,  full  of  warm  and  genial  illustration,  inspired  by  a  wise  and  lofty  Hun- 
garian patriotism,  and  rich  with  legal  and  historical  lore.  The  orator  is  looked 
up  to  as  an  oracle  on  everything  relating  to  Hungary,  past  or  present,  and  his 
style  is  energetic,  vivid,  almost  poetical. 

The  effect  of  this  harangue  on  his  hearers  is  described  as  pro  iigious,  the 
whole  assembly  breaking  forth  in  ecstasies  of  applause,  and  refusing  afterwards 
to  listen  to  other  speakei'S.  But  I  forbear  to  send  the  oration,  because,  after  all, 
the  same  topics  are  discussed  by  De^k  from  the  same  point  of  view  in  the  pro- 
ject of  address. 

He  pleads  for  a  complete  restoration  of  the  constitution  of  Hungary,  entire 
independence  of  the  other  countries  under  the  sceptre  of  the  King,  and  a  re- 
sponsible Hungarian  ministry,  before  any  further  proceedings  are  attempted  in 
the  way  of  compromise.  All  this  is  on  the  ground  that  the  King,  who  ou^^ht  to 
take  the  initiative  in  such  a  transaction,  can  only  deal  with  the  Diet  through 
ministers,  and  cannot  become  the  lawful  crowned  King  of  Hungary  until  he  has 
in  an  inaugural  diploma,  according  to  law,  solemnly  sanctione^d  and  sworn  to 
maintain  the  ancient  historical  constitution  of  the  country. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  laws  and  constitution  is  urged  as  regarding  Hun- 
gary only  and  her  King.  When  there  is  a  king  with  responsible  ministers,  it 
•will  be  possible  to  revise  such  Hungarian  laws  (those  of  1848  especially)  as 
need  revising.  It  will  also  be  possible  to  deliberate  upon  such  schemes  as  the 
King  may  propose  for  determining  what  affairs  are  common  to  Hungary  and  to 
other  countries  under  his  sceptre,  and  for  establishing  some  boards  of  control  for 
the  regulation  of  those  affairs. 

You  perceive  that  dualism,  pure  and  simplts,  is  the  most  that  can  be  obtained 
from  Hungary,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  on  this  side  of  the  Lritha  to 
acquiesce  in  Uie  result,  such  is  the  growing  fear  of  the  federalism  of  the  Slavonic 
Jparty. 

A  simile  in  Dcdk's  speech  of  Thursday,  likening  the  Austrian  empire  to  a 
majestic  arch  resting  on  two  stately  columns  which  could  not  be  brought  nearer 
to  each  other  without  endangering  the  existence  of  the  arch,  meets  approbation 
on  both  sides  the  Leitha.  f^  t 
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UDfortnnately,  however,  while  the  Hungarian  column  is  ready — bo  soon  as 
Ihe  architect  has  restored  it  from  its  present  prostration — ^it  is  not  so  easy  to  see 
where  the  other  monolith  is  to  he  found.  It  is  easy  for  Hungarians  to  speii 
of  two  halves  to  the  empire,  but  where  is  half  number  two  1  Moreover  iheir 
half  contains  not  much  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  population  of  the  realm. 

It  would  be  premature  to  speak  to-day  of  the  bloodless  revolution  at  Bucharest, 
news  of  which  has  but  just  reached  us  and  will  go  to  you  by  this  steamer. 

I'hat  Russia  is  supposed  to  figure  as  the  Deus  ex  machina  in  any  scenes  «i- 
acted  or  to  be  produced  in  the  Danubian  principalities,  is  a  matter  of  course.  If 
there  is  a  secret  history  to  the  fall  of  Cusa,  it  has  not  yet  transpired,  althongb 
sufficient  causes  for  it  are  patent  enough,  and  are  doubtless  known  to  you. 

The  acceptance  by  the  Count  of  Flanders  of  the  offer  made  by  the  proyisional 
fTOvemment  at  Bucharest  would  seem  scarcely  possible.  A  member  of  a  royal 
Christian  family  can  hardly  accept  the  position  of  a  vassal  to  the  Sultan  of  Tor- 
key,  while  if  there  be  an  attempt  to  constitute  the  principalities  into  an  inde- 
pendent sovereignty,  Russia  will  be  difficult  to  deal  with  unless  the  new  soverdgn 
is  of  her  imperial  stock. 

This  miniature  revolution  may  perhaps  bring  up  the  whole  heritage  of  tlie 
•*  sick  man  "  for  general  discussion  once  more. 

Now  that  the  Oriental  question  has  been  so  suddenly  sprung  upon  Europe, 
it  is  probable  tliat  the  Emperor  of  .the  French  will  become  more  desirous  than 
ever  of  being  disembarrassed  of  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 

P.  S  — The  Turkish  government,  on  learning  the  news  of  the  late  events  in 
Bucharest,  immediately  telegraphed  to  its  ambassador  at  Vienna  to  protest 
against  any  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the  Porte  as  guaranteed  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris  of  1856.  The  same  protest  has  doubtless  been  made  to  all  the  other 
powers  which  signed  that  treaty. 

So  long  as  the  sovereignty  of  Turkey  in  the  principalities  is  maintained,  it  is 
of  course  impossible  for  the  Count  of  Flanders  or  any  other  royal  personage  to 
accept  the  government  of  those  provinces. 

•  J.  L.M. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr*  Seward, 

No.  152,]  Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Vienna,  March  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  careful  translation  of  the  royal  rescript  or  mes- 
sage, issued  at  Pesth,  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  in  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
Diet  to  the  Crown  on  the  26th  of  February,  a  translation  of  which  paper  was 
sent  with  my  despatch  No.  146. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  text  of  these  important  official  doca- 
ments  in  the  order  of  their  appearance,  as  it  is  only  thus  that  I  can  present  a 
faithful  picture  of  events  now  occurring  and  about  to  occur  in  this  empire. 
The  manifestoes  from  the  Crown  are  drawn  up  with  much  ability,  dignity  and 
calmness,  although  the  style  of  the  state  papers  in  the  German  language  differs 
much  from  the  diction  to  which  we  are  most  accustomed  in  English. 

The  documents  proceeding  from  the  Diet  are  learned,  logical,  full  of  eloquence^ 
enthusiasm,  aad  power. 

1  have  delayed  a  £ew  days  sending  you  the  royal  rescript^  until  the  address 
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from  the  Diet  should  make  its  appearance,  in  order  that  jou  may  take  a  simul- 
taneons  view  of  both. 

This  paper  was  reported  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  the  Diet  at  Peeth  on 
the  14th  of  this  month,  and  is  essentially  the  same  in  spirit  as  the  first  address 
to  which  the  rescript  is  a  reply.  It  is  at  present  only  a  "  project,"  but  it  will 
unquestionably  be  adopted  without  change.  I  do  not  propose  to  send  a  trans- 
lation of  the  whole  document,  which  is  very  long,  but  shall  content  myself  with 
giving  you  as  accurate  an  idea  as  I  can  of  its  scope  and  spirit. 

You  will  observe  that  not  much  advance  has  been  made  as  yet  on  the  part  of 
Grown  or  Diet  towards  a  compromise  of*their  respective  claims.  Each  occupies 
essentially  the  same  position  as  at  the  opening  of  the  Pesth  assembly  in  Decem- 
ber last. 

You  will  also  observe  that  the  King  of  Hungary — as  a  matter  of  course — 
always  speaks  as  Emperor  of  Austria,  of  which  united  monarchy  he  regards 
Hungary  as  a  most  important  part.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Diet,  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  national  maxim  that  **  extra  Hungariam  nan  es  vita**  always 
expresses  itself  as  a  parliament  representing  a  self-dependent  and  entirely  iu  de- 
pendent kingdom,  treating  of  its  own  proper  affairs  with  its  constitutional  king> 
and  before  all,  and  above  all,  resolute  to  recover  in  all  its  integrity  a  suspended 
constitution  for  which  during  seventeen  years  an  absolute  government  has  been 
substituted,  and  in  this  radical,  almost  elemental  difference,  lies,  as  you  are  well 
aware,  the  enormous  difficulty  of  the  situation. 

The  royal  rescript,  as  you  will  observe,  reminds  the  Diet  that  not  only  since 
the  days  of  the  pragmatic  sanction,  but  for  two  centuries  before,  Hungary  had 
been  practically  united  for  weal  or  woe  with  the  hereditary  domains  of  the  im- 
perial house,  and  that  this  union  was  one  of  mutuar interest  and  common  pro- 
tection. 

"The  countries  of  the  Hungarian  crown  constitute  an  important  part  of  our 
united  realm,"  says  his  Majesty,  speaking  not  as  king  but  as  emperor,  and  re- 
minding the  Diet  that  the. latest  laws  of  Hungary,  to  wit,  the  famous  statutes  of 
1848,  are  incompatible  at  present,  until  thoroughly  revised,  with  the  changed 
conditions  and  great  material  development  of  that  united  empire. 

As  he  has  recently  endowed  with  constitutional  rights  the  countnes  under  his 
sceptre  which  were  hitherto  without  them,  the  Emperor  is  far  from  desiring 
Hungary  to  sacrifice  her  legal  and  constitutional  independence. 

At  the  same  time  he  expects  her  to  keep  that  independence  within  the  limits 
indicated  in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  and  not  to  be  extended  into  isolation. 

He  awaits  with  interest  the  promised  discussions  of  the  Diet  as  to  the  mode 
of  treating  the  common  affairs,  and  is  convinced  that  such  discussions  will  prove 
the  absolute  necessity  of  revising  and  modifying  the  laws  of  1848.  Only  thus 
can  there  be  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers, 
since  the  arrangement  contemplated  by  the  third  article  of  the  statutes  of  1848 
make  a  successful  treatment  of  the  common  affairs  impossible. 

That  article  presupposes  a  representative  clothed  with  royal  powers,  and  resi- 
dent in  Hungary;  but  his  Majesty  firmly  declares  that  he  will  never  consent  to 
appoint  such  a  representative. 

He  will  likewise  never  consent  to  article  No.  4  of  those*Btatutes,  according  to 
which  the  Diet  can  never  be  dissolved  until  the  budget  has  been  voted. 

He  indicates  the  impossibility  of  immediately  revising  the  municipal  system 
without  great  danger  to  the  interior  administration,  because  the  laws  ot*  1848 
have  made  great  changes  in  that  system,  which  are  not  in  harmony  with  present 
circumstances,  not  historic  law,  and  must,  therefore,  of  necessity,  be  most  dili- 
gently and  thoroughly  revised. 

The  national  guard,  created  by  act  22  of  the  statutes,  is  declared  by  the 
Crown  to  be  inadmissible,  and»  iu  general,  the  revival  of  these  laws  of  1848, 
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claimed  by  the  Diet^on  the  ground  of  legal  continuity,  is  expressly  refused  be- 
fore revision  and  satisfactory  modification. 

To  permit  their  unconditional  revival  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Crown, 
only  to  exchange  one  provisional  condition  of  afiPairs  for  another. 

The  only  prr ctical  application  of  the  theory  of  legal  continuity  is  declared  to 
consist  in  the  alteration  of  the  laws,  by  the  harmonious  working  together  of  all 
the  branches  of  tbe  Hungarian  legislation. 

The  monarch,  feeling  deeply  the  significance  of  royal  anointment  and  the 
holiness  of  the  vow  by  which  the  crowned  king  swears  to  maintain  the  constitu- 
tion, cannot  consent  to  the  restoration  of  such  laws  as  conscience  and  religions 
sentiment  would  forbid  him  to  confirm  by  his  oath. 

On  the  Diet  is  the  responsibility  to  hasten  the  period  when  propositions  can 
be  laid  before  the  sovereign  which  are  in  harmony  with  the  rights  of  the  Crown, 
and  with  the  just  requirements  of  the  united  empire. 

The  monarch  will  consider  that  the  happiest  moment  of  his  life  in  which,  bj 
his  royal  confirmation  of  such  propositions,  he  shall  be  able  to  secure  the  pros- 
perity of  Hungary  and  all  the  people  in  his  rejdm. 

It  may  be  easily  understood  why  the  reading  of  the  rescript  was  not  often  in- 
terrupted by  enthusiastic  "eljens." 

Let  us  now  see  how  the  Hungarian  Diet  responded  to  the  message,  eleven  dajs 
afterwards. 

To  that  portion  of  the  document  referring  to  the  treatment  of  the  common  affairs, 
and  to  a  revision  of  certain  portions  of  the  laws  of  184S,  they  reserve  a  reply 
until  it  shall  .be  made  in  the  general  proposition  on  those  topics  already  an- 
nounced by  the  Diet  as  forthcoming.  To  that  portion,  however,  which  rejects 
their  request  in  the  first  address,  in  regard  to  legal  continuity,  the  appointment 
of  a  responsible  ministry  and  the  restoration  of  constitutional  municipalities, 
they  feel  it  their  duty,  without  delay  or  reserve,  to  express  thuir  views,  together 
with  their  profound  feelings  of  pain, 

"  We  begged  your  Majesty,"  they  say,  "for  that  which  is  doubtless  the  fun- 
damental piinciple  and  the  indispensable  requirement  of  every  constitution,  that 
existing  laws  should  be  executed.  We  begged  for  this  on  the  ground  of  onr 
own  constitution,  according  to  the  prescription  of  German  law,  and  even  by 
reason  of  its  opportuneness.  Our  constitution  has  been  suspended  for  seyen- 
teen  years,  our  laws  have  been  set  aside  and  replaced  by  edicts,  and  we  still  are 
living  under  absolute  power.  The  Diet  was  summoned  to  enact  new  laws, 
although  the  existing  ones  are  not  maintained,  and  to  change  an  importaut  por- 
tion of  our  laws  at  a  moment  when  all  our  laws  are  actually  put  out  of  validity, 
not  by  legislation,  but  by  executive  power. 

"Not  only  are  the  laws  of  1848  suspended;  not  only  those  laws  whose  re- 
vision is  demanded,  but  also  all  those  earlier  principal  laws  which  determine  the 
circle  and  the  limits  of  the  executive  power,  and  form  the  most  important  part 
of  the  constitution." 

They  here  indicate  especially  the  statute  of  1790-*1,  which  says  that  Hun- 
gary is  an  independent  country,  which  possesses  its  self-dependence  and  its  own 
constitution,  and  is  tQ  be  ever  governed  by  its  own  laws,  and  the  article  of  tbe 
pragmatic  sanction  itself,  which  promises  that  his  Majesty  will  always  govern 
according  to  the  laws  of  Hungary. 

With  deep  regret  they  had  already  reminded  the  King,  in  their  first  address, 
that  the  united  will  of  the  King  and  the  nation  were  necessary  to  alter  that 
which  the  King,  together  with  the  nation,  had  ordained. 

Their  anxiety  has  been  increased  by  the  remarks  in  the  rescript  as  to  the 
only  practical  application  of  legal  continuity.  "  The  legislative  power,"  they 
say,  "  is  the  most  precious  right  of  the  nation.  Most  important  and  wholesoBic 
for  a  country  it  is  that  no  laws  can  exist  there  save  such  as  those  to  which  tbe 
country  has  consented ;  but,  in  order  that  this  right  may  be/a^  reality,  it  is  in- 
Digitized  by  V3 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  645 

dispensablj  neceesarj  tbat  the  laws  be  maintained  until  the  constitational  legis- 
lature has  repealed  or  modified  them  in  the  regular  way.  If  the  executive  power 
has  the  right  to  abstain  from  executing  laws  eoustitutionally  enacted,  to  suspend 
their  force,  to  replace  them  by  edicts,  and  to  keep  law  and  constitution  so  long 
in  suspense,  as  regular  legislation  had  not  altered  them,  then,  indeed,  will  the 
executive  power  exercise  likewise  the  right  of  legislation,  that  is  to  say,  legisla- 
tion and  execution  will  be  both  in  one  hand. 

"  Your  Majesty,  as  we  believe,  does  not  int-end  to  maintain  absolutism  any 
longer ;  but  this  union  of  the  executive  and  legislative,  even  if  it  were  only  pro- 
visional, is  pure  absolutism. 

"  Not  such  a  legal  continuity  as  this  was  founded  by  the  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, by  the  laws,  by  royal  inaugural  diplomas,  and  by  princely  oaths.  True 
legal  continuity  regards  not  only  the  manner  in  which  laws  are  enacted,  but 
their  execution  and  maintenance." 

They  thjen  refer  to  many  historical  examples,  in  which  the  constitution  of 
Hungary  had  been  suspended,  sometimes  for  years,  but  affirm  that  when  restored 
it  had  always  been  without  conditions  and  without  modifications.  Even  the 
clause  of  the  golden  bull,  legalizing  disobedience  to  unconstitutional  decrees  of 
the  Crown,  was  revived,  together  with  the  whole  constitution,  by  Leopold  I,  in 
the  year  1681,  after  a  ten  years'  suspension;  and  examples  to  the  same  effect  are 
cited  in  the  feigns  of  Joseph  II  and  Francis  I. 

In  regard  to  his  Majesty's  appeal  to  the  religious  sentiment,  the  declaration 
in  the  rescript  .that  the  coronation  is  not  regarded  as  a  mere  ceremony,  and  the 
conscientious  scruples  as  to  reviving  certain  laws,  they  say,  *•  according  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  Hungary,  it  is  not  the  crowned  king  only  that  is  duty 
bound  to  maintain  the  laws,  but  every  ruler  who,  according  to  the  law  of  inhcrit- 
£ince,  ascends  the  throne  is  bound  to  maintain  them  before  the  coronation."  And 
liere  they  cite  textually  the  laws  of  1790-'91,  and  the  articles  of  the  pragmatic 
sanction. 

"  If  this  were  not  legally  thus,"  they  continue, "  if  the  monarch  were  only  bound 
after  taking  the  coronation  oath  to  execute  laws  already  enacted,  there  would 
come  au  interval  at  every  new  succession  to  the  throne  during  which  the  powers 
of  the  laws  would  depend  entirely  on  the  will  of  the  monarch.  With  every  suc- 
cession it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  new  contract  with  the  sovereign,  and 
thus  from  time  to  time  constitutionalism  and  absolutism  would  alternately  re- 
lieve each  other.  What  we  ask  of  your  Majesty  is  not  demanded  on  the 
ground  of  the  royal  oath  to  be  taken  at^  your  coronation,  but  by  virtue  of  that 
fundamental  contract  which  has  secured  at  the  same  time  the  unbroken  succes- 
sion to  the  throne  and  the  inviolable  maintenance  of  our  constitution.  We  ask 
for  it  on  the  ground  of  that  holy  oath  which  your  Majesty's  ancestors  have  taken 
to  this  constitution.  The  royal  inaugural  diploma  must,  according  to  the  law, 
be  issued  before  the  coronation,  and  in  that  document  the  monarch  solemnly 
promises  to  maintain  the  laws  already  enacted  or  afterwards  to  be  enacted.  Ac- 
cording to  Hungarian  law  only  the  crowned  king  can  sanction  laws.  So  long 
as  the  coronation  has  not  taken  place,  earlier  laws  are  rightfully  in  force;  con- 
templated changes  only  obtain  legal  strength  after  the  coronation.  If  your 
Majesty  does  not  in  fact  recognise  existing  laws,  and  if  new  laws  cannot  actually 
or  legally  be  created  before  the  coronation,  the  inaugural  diploma,  to  be  issued 
before  the  coronation,  will  have  no  object  at  all.** 

They  protest  that  in  their  first  address  they  have  not  asked  for  political  im- 
possibilities, but  they  have  seen  with  pain  that  their  whole  petition  has  been 
unsuccessful,  their  wishes  in  no  direction  fulfilled.  "The  legal  continuity  is 
denied,  even  where  it  was  not  out  of  the  regions  of  possibility.  In  a  word,  the 
restoration  of  our  constitution  has  been  refused,  and  we  are  called  upon,  under 
the  burden  of  an  absolute  government,  to  exercise  the  constitutional  right  of  legis- 
lation and  to  alter  an  important  part  of  our  fundamental  laws,  in  the  hope  that 
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when  it  has  been  donei  according  to  the  will  of  your  Majesty,  then,  and  only 
then,  our  constitution  may  be  restored." 

They  further  remind  the  sovereign  that  "in  Hungaiy  the  collective  rights  of 
the  King  rest  upon  the  law  even  as  do  those  of  the  nation ;  that  it  is  the  law  that 
has  given  supreme  power  to  the  Hungarian  King,"  and  that  the  King  has  do 
legal  light  to  prevent  the  execution  of  existing  laws. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  in  the  royal  rescript  that  the  municipal  system 
has  been  altered  by  the  laws  of  1848,  they  say  :  "Yes,  indeed,  your  Majesty, 
those  laws  have  essentially  changed  the  form  of  public  administration ;  they 
have  changed  many  ancient  institutions,  for  they  have  transformed  the  aristo- 
cratic constitution  of  Hungary  and  have  placed  it  on  the  broader  basis  of  the 
legal  equality  of  the  people.  The  law-givers  of  184S  understood  the  warning 
word  of  eternal  justice ;  they  did  not  strive  against  the  demands  of  a  progressive 
time ;  they  did  not  await  that  certainly  coming  period  in  which  their  will  would 
be  no  longer  master.  Many  evils  and  dangers  followed  their  resolves,  but  much 
greater  are  the  dangers  which  their  foresight  has  kept  off  from  this  country." 

They  affirm  that  bureaucratic  forms  of  administration  had  been  deleterious  t« 
the  royal  name,  which  had  been  often  used  as  a  shield  to  cover  official  injustice. 
The  defects  of  the  corporative  government  and  their  mischievous  results  came 
from  the  want  of  constitutional  responsibility,  and  this  want  came  from  the  cor- 
porative nature  of  the  government. 

"  When  accordingly,"  they  continue,  "  the  legislation  of  1848  elevated  the  peo- 
ple and  made  them  free,  on  the  gi-ound  of  legal  equality,  it  wished  at  the  same 
time  to  secure  that  constitutional  freedom  thus  extended  to  the  people  and  the 
thousand-fold  interests  of  the  legally  new-bom  lind.  And  even  in  regard  to 
this  security  it  was  obliged  to  provide  for  a  responsible  government,  in  order  that, 
in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible  corporative  administration,  all  that  which  had 
been  founded  by  the  united  will  of  nation  and  monarch  for  the  good  of  the 
fatherland  should  not  go  to  gradual  destruction." 

They  declare  that  history  and  experience  teach  that  a  responsible  ministry 
and  parliamentary  government  are  absolute  requirements  of  constitutional  free- 
dom, founded  on  equality  of  the  people  and  on  a  system  of  popular  representa- 
tion. 

"One  of  the  fairest  pearls  of  the  Hungarian  constitution,'*  they  say,  "is  the 
municipal  system.  It  is  an  ancient  institution,  like  our  whole  constitution.  It 
has  been  evolved  out  of  the  life  of  the  nation  from  the  days  of  St.  Stephen. 
The  development  of  the  national  life  brought  about  that  transformation  of  the 
year  1848  which  based  our  constitution  on  the  equality  of  the  people.  After 
this  trant-fbrmation  the  municipal  system  could  not  remain  an  aristocratic  one. 
Tlifit  right  of  self  government  which  inheres  in  the  municipal  system  could 
never  more  be  exercised  exclusively  by  the  privileged  classes,  but  had  necessarily 
to  be  extended  to  the  people.  The  same  reason  which  changed  the  form  of  the 
general  administration  caused  all  those  alterations  to  appear  necessary  which 
have  been  made  by  articles  XVI  and  XVII  of  the  laws  of  1848. 

"  The  changes  in  the  law  of  election  were  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  sys- 
tem of  national  representation  resting  on  a  democratic  basis.** 

They  proceed  accordingly  to  renew  their  request  for  the  appointment  of  a 
responsible  ministry,  the  restoration  of  the  comitats,  districts,  and  towns,  for  the 
reason  already  given  in  the  first  address. 

The  consciousness  that  in  the  very  moment  when  they  are  called  upon  to 
perform  the  severest  labor  of  revision,  they  are  living  unHer  absolute  rule,  they 
declare  to  be  paralyzing  to  their  strength,  disturbing  to  the  tranquility  of  their 
souls. 

•*  We  prayed  for  legal  continuity,**  they  say  in  conclusion,  "and  for  the  res- 
torn  lion  of  our  suspended  laws,  and  our  petition  has  been  entirely  rejected 
until  the  moment  comes  in  which  our  severe  task  shall  have  been  accomplished. 
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Once  more  we  implore-  your  Majesty  to  free  us  and  tbe  whole  land  from  the 
oppressive  anxiety  that  must  remain  so  long  as  the  actual  recognition  of  legal 
continuity  is  not  made." 

I  have  thus  given  ^ou  in  very  abbreviated  form  the  substance  of  this  latest 
solemn  utterance  of  the  Hungarian  Diet.  I  have  given  you,  as  faithfully  as 
it  can  be  rendered  through  three  languages,  some  portions  of  the  diction. 

I  do  not  mean  to  weary  you  at  the  end  of  this  long  despatch  with  comments 
which  you  do  not  require  my  assistance  to  make.  *'  Scribitur  ad  narrandum 
non  ad  prohandum,** 

I  will  venture  to  say,  however,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  flaw  in  the 

logic  or  in  the  legal  and  historical  accuracy  of  the  document,  and  I  know  not 

in  what  part  of  Europe  you  will  find  representatives  of  the  people  addressing  a 

monarch  in  nobler,  bolder,  or  more  loyal  language.     But  they  speak  as  Hun- 

.  garians  only,  and  what  is  to  be  the  issue  f 

Certainly  but  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  towards  a  compromise  between 
the  demands  of  Hungary  and  the  constitutional  requirements  of  the  united 
monarchy. 

We  must  await  the  project  in  regard  to  the  common  affairs  soon  to  be  offered 
I  y  the  Diet. 

Meantime  all  the  countries  of  the  empire,  on  this  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Leitha,  remain  provisionally  under  absolute  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHEOP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H  Seward, 

ISecretary  of  State,  Washington  D.  C 


L  Translation.] 
Royal  reicripi  given  at  Pt$ih^  March  3, 1866. 

The  assnrance«  of  trne  attachment  expressed  bj  the  estates  and  representatSres  of  the 
coantrj  assembled  at  this  Diet,  in  their  most  hamble  address  of  the  26th  of  February  of  this 
^ear,  we  graciously  accept  and  regard,  as  well  as  the  grateful  recognition  of  our  paternal 
intentions,  as  a  pleasing  proof  of  their  true  confidence.  In  reply  to  this  confidence,  we 
also  with  unreserved  openness  give  our  answer  to  the  wishes  contained  in  their  addresses,  in 
regard  to  which  the  importance  of  the  prevailing  circumstances  urgently  requires  a  more 
detailed  statement  of  our  sovereign  intentions. 

With  sHcisfaction  we  have  taken  notice  of  the  agreement  which  has  been  arrived  at  in 
regard  to  the  point  of  departure  given  in  the  pragmatic  sanction  for  a  resolution  of  the  Diet. 

The  idea  of  the  common  interests  and  the  common  protection,  as  we  see  it  represented  in 
the  address  of  the  upper  house,  formed  already  nearly  two  centuries  before  the  settlement  of 
the  pragmatic  sanction,  the  principal  motive  of  a  lasting  union  between  the  kingdom  of  Hun- 
gary and  hereditary  countries  of  our  sovereign  house.  We  willingly  concede  that  our  here- 
ditary countries  have,  through  the  more  precise  and  durable  establishment  of  this  union, 
continued  in  the  above-mentioned  fundamental  law,  aeauired  an  increased  strength.  But 
the  inseparable  union  of  all  kingdoms  and  countries  ot  our  house  secured  the  territorial 
stability  and  the  national  self-dependence  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  and  became  also  the 
most  effective  bulwark  of  its  outward  safety.  Consequently,  because  the  beneficial  effect  of 
this  annexation  was  a  mutual  one,  our  efforts  must  be  directed  to  durably  securing  its 
blessings,  and  therefore  to  regulate,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  in  con- 
formity, with  the  principles  of  the  pragmatic  sanction,  the  relations  which  spring  from  com  • 
mon  interests  and  a  common  protection.  The  countries  of  the  Hungarian  crown  form  an 
important  part  of  our  whole  empire.  The  spiritual  and  material  strength,  tlie  welfare, 
interior  peace  and  security  of  the  empire,  depend  upon  the  same  conditions  in  the  above' 
mentioned  countries,  and  they  are  perpetually  exerting  a  mutual  influence  upon  each  other. 
The  great  extension  and  perfection  of  the  means  of  communication  which  bind  the  interests 
with  thousand-fold  cords  to  each  other,  increased  this  mutual  operation,  even  without  taking 
into  account  the  far-reaching  consequences  of  the  removing  of  customs  duties  between  the 
two  countries. 

The.^e  conditions,  developed  in  the  meanwhile,  require  so  much  the  more  a  precise  regula- 
tion ;  the  more  deficient  are  in  this  case  the  last-enacted  laws  of  Hungary',  which  change 
indeed  the  inner  Admiiii8tratic&  of  tke  country,  but  maka  either  no  provision  or  an  in- 
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sufficient  one  for  the  neoessarr  union  with  the  other  countries  and  kingdoms.  Bat  the 
inner  nature  of  this  task,  and  the  most  important  interests  of  all  our  people,  require  that  all 
which  beloDgs  together  and  staods  in  mutual  operation  should  be  unitedly  and  simuHa- 
neouKly  brought  to  a  settlement ;  therefore  our  duty  as  a  I'egent,  and  the  care  for  the  true 
welfare  of  all  our  people  forbids  us  to  allow  that,  in  our  intended  re-establishment  and 
realiaatiou  of  the  Hungarian  c(]|pstitutional  institutions,  those  affairs  should  be  left  in  suspense 
and  uncertainty  on  the  judicious  aud  mutually  satlnfactory  regulation  of  which  depend  the 
peaceful  and  prosperous  unity  of  the  different  countries  belonging  to  our  monarchy,  the 
development  of  their  welware,  as  well  as  the  security,  the  consideration  and  the  power  of 
the  empire.  For  this  reason  we  have  called  the  attention  of  the  estates  and  representativet 
of  the  land  assembled  at  this  Diet,  in  the  first  place  to  the  common  affairs  and  tne  manner  of 
treating  them  ;  and  the  confidence  which  we  placed  in  the  understanding  of  the  estates  and 
represeutatives  of  the  country  has  not  disappointed  us,  for  they  agree  **  that  such  comoKm 
relations  do  exist,  and  that  their  endeavors  with  regard  to  them  and  firm  establishment  and 
manner  of  treating  these  relations  shall  be  directed  to  coming  to  such  conclusions  as  shall 
answer  the  purpose,  without  endangering  their  constitutional  aud  legal  self-dependence." 

To  those  countries  which  hitherto  possessed  no  constitutional  rights  we  have  granted  them. 
It  is  therefore  far  from  us  to  demand  that  Hungary  should  sacrifice  its  constitutional  and 
legal  self  dependence.  We  expect,  however,  and  confiding  in  the  understanding  and  clear 
comprehension  of  the  interests  of  the  land,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  Hungary  will  uae 
its  constitutional  self-independence,  the  necessary  limits  of  which  we,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
pragmatic  nanction,  prescribed  in  our  speech  from  ibe  throne,  not  to  its  own  isolation,  which 
onl^r  leads  to  weakness,  but  to  promoting  its  real  and  enduring  interests.  The  exercise  of  a 
justifiable  infiuence  on  the  common  affairs  forms,  on  the  one  nand,  the  surest  guarantee  ef 
the  legal  self-dependence ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  beneficial  efifect  of  this  influenca  will 
show  itself  unmistakably  with  regard  to  the  welfare,  security,  and  power  of  the  empire. 
We  shall  therefore  see  with  satisfaction  the  beginning  of  the  deliberation  of  these  questions, 
and  we  do  not  doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  the  deliberation,  the  necessitv  of  thorough  exami- 
nation and  judicious  modification  of  the  laws  of  l>^4ti  will  become  selNevident.  The  solu- 
tion of  the  aue»tion  of  the  common  affairs  is  to  be  satisfactorily  found,  not  simply  in  the 
fixation  of  the  same,  but  requires  necessarily  a  united  mode  of  treatment  which  wiU  secure 
them  against  every  obstacle,  as  well  that  the  foundation  of  a  harmonious  working  together 
be  laid,  as  well  of  the  law-giving  as  of  the  executive  power.  Moreover,  the  modification  of 
these  laws  is  necessary,  for  the  reason,  as  we  have  already  explained  in  our  speech  from  the 
throne,tlmtsomeofourdeterminationsof  the2d,  3d,  and  4  th  of  law  violate  our  sovereign  rights. 
Such  a  self-dependent  action  on  the  part  of  the  governmental  departments  herein  concerned, 
as  was  indicated  by  the  3d  article  of  the  law  of  1848,  without  the  requisite  organic  connec- 
tion, excludes  the  possibility  of  a  successful  treatment  of  the  common  affairs.  The  poesi* 
bility  of  execution  of  the  form  of  government  established  in  the  3d  article  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  representative  invested  with  sovereign  power  mentioned  in  the  2d  arttcle.  The 
principle  of  the  unity  of  the  monarchv  founded  in  the  pragmatic  sanction,  the  du  ies  of  our 
sovereign  office  thence  derived,  as  well  as  the  personal  feelings  which  we  cherish  n  our  pa- 
ternal heart  for  our  kingdom  of  Hungary,  and  which  move  us  to  exercise  directly  our  con- 
stitutional rights  as  a  suvereign,  do  not  allow  us  ever  to  concede  the  appointment  of  such  a 
representative,  even  as  we  cannot  agree  to  that  decision  of  the  4th  article  of  law  according  to 
which  the  dissolution  of  the  Diet  cannot  take  place  before  the  budget  has  been  agreed  to. 
We  will  not  doubt  that  those  motives  which  raised  to  so  high  a  degree  the  enthusiasm,  the 
attachment  of  the  country  for  it«  constitutional  rights,  will  still  guide  it  where  the  inviola- 
bleness  of  tlie  rights  and  authority  of  the  Crown,  which  form  the  foundation-stone  of  the 
constitution,  are  concerned.  Furthermore,  we  hold  it  inevitable  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
representatives  in  Diet  assembled  to  those  difficulties  which  oppose  themselves  to  the  imme- 
diate establishment  of  the  municipal  system,  for  the  reason  that,  with  regard  to  the  innova- 
tions in  the  social  relations  which  have  taken  place  since  then,  it  has  become  impossible  to 
carry  through,  without  endangering  the  necessities  of  the  inner  administration,  those  pro- 
visional decisions  of  the  ICth  and  17th  articles  of  law  of  the  year  1848  which  were  only  calcu- 
lated for  the  demands  of  the  existing  moment.  The  municipal  system  has,  since  the  reign 
of  the  first  Henry,  through  uninterrupted  exercise,  taken  deep  root  in  the  life  of  the  nation. 
The  laws  of  1848  have,  in  changing  the  form  of  government,  without  bringing  it  into  har- 
monv  with  this  time-honored  institution,  created  an  opposition  which  can  only  be  equalized 
on  tne  ground  of  a  thorough  examination  and  discussion.  We  expect,  therefore,  tnat  the 
estates  and  representatives  asseuibled  at  this  Diet  will  direct  their  attention  to  these  affairs, 
and  consider  it  as  one  of  the  fii-st  tasks  to  submit  to  us  the  result  of  their  deliberations  with 
regard  to  them.  It  is  further  ot  inevitable  necessity  that  the  22d  law  article,  which  relates 
to  the  national  guard,  should  be  annulled.  This  legal  determination  during  the  short  time  of 
its  existence  imposed  an  unnecessary  burden  on  the  people,  which  it  turned  from  its  peaceful 
occupations,  and  instead  of  answering  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  public  security,  rather 

f>roUuced  contrary  results.  Furthermore,  it  is  to  be  desired  that  all  tnese  provisions  of  the 
aws  of  1848  which  hitherto  have  not  been  put  into  operation  by  us  should  be  carefully  exam- 
ined. These  laws,  which  originated  under  the  pressure  of  events  which  convulsed  the  world, 
bear  a  character  of  precipitation,  as  is  to  be  proved  not  only  by  a  theoretical  examination. 
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bat  also  by  practical  experience ;  for  instance,  with  regard  to  tbe  law  of  election,  which  baa 
been  twice  tried.  Hence,  it  follows  that  we  cann<^  consistently  with  our  duty  as  a  ruler 
consent  to  an  actual  restoration  of  these  laws,  whicn  is  claimed  on  the  ground  of  legal  con- 
tinuity, bt*fore  they  have  been  carefully  examined,  made  suitable  to  the  demands  of  existing 
circumstances,  and  perfected  according  to  the  teachings  of  experience.  Not  a  momentary 
satisfaction,  but  the  establishment  of  durable  arrangements  answering  to  tbe  purpose,  is  tbe 
wish  of  our  paternal  heart.  Our  sovereign  mission,  as  well  as  our  duties  to  our  people,  for- 
bid us  to  leaa  to  a  dissolution  before  the  foundation  of  a  fntnre  arranefement  of  tne  different 
branches  of  the  public  service,  the  existing  organization,  to  check  tbe  wheels  of  tbe  state 
machine,  to  exchange  one  provisional  condition  for  another  provisional  condition,  and  in  so 
doing,  to  extend  into  further  circles  tbe  disturbance  already  begun  in  tbe  minds  of  tbe  peo- 
ple. The  representatives  of  the  country  likewise  feel  the  difficulties  of  such  a  transition,  and, 
instead  of  bringing  to  bear  the  demands  of  strict  legality,  they  declare  themselves  ready  to 
take  an  equitable  view  of  tbe  circumstances.  It  depends  on  them  to  diminish  tbe  difficulties 
which,  after  re  establishing  their  constitution,  stand  In  the  wtnr  of  our  paternal  effi>rts,  if  they 
are  inclined  to  apply  an  increased  measure  of  this  fairness  of  judgment  to  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. No  one  was  more  persuaded  than  were  we  of  the  difficulties  and  obstacles 
which  opposed  themselves  in  more  than  one  direction  to  the  work  of  mutual  understanding 
begun  by  us  Nevertheless,  with  self-denial  and  firm  resolve,  greeted  and  accompanied  hy 
the  trusting  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  the  country,  we  have  trodden  this  ground  on 
which  we'bope  to  be  met  by  the  ready  support  of  the  estates  and  representatives  of  the 
country,  atid  as  we  shall  share  with  the  country  the  honor  of  the  success,  the  weight  of  re- 
sponsibility will  fall  on  the  country  as  well  as  on  us  Amid  the  present  extraordinary  cir^ 
cumstancas  we  see  the  only  possibility  of  a  practical  application  of  tbe  legal  continuity  therein 
that  the  alteration  of  the  laws  has  only  to  take  place  on  the  ground  of  a  diet  agreement,  the 
attainment  of  which  presupposes  the  working  together  of  the  authorized  agents  of  the  Hun- 
garian legislation — an  agreement  justified  by  tne  testimony  of  history,  whose  pages  repeatedly 
teach  that  a  similar  proceeding  took  place  under  like  circumstances.  This  precedent  appears 
the  more  worthy  of  imitation  the  greater  the  convulsion,  the  deplorable  consequences  of 
which  it  is  now  the  aim  of  our  common  efforts  to  remove.  In  this  way  the  agreement  can 
be  come  to,  the  difficulties  removed,  and  all  those  circumstances  can  be  well  ordered  which 
must  be  made  clear  and  regulated  if  we  wish  to  close  durably  tbe  source  of  future  complica- 
tions. We  deeply  feel  the  weight  of  the  duties  which  rest  on  us ;  we  feel  the  meaning  which 
the  state  gives  to  tbe  royal  anointment  and  the  sanction  of  the  oath  by  which  the  crowned 
king  vows  the  inviolable  maintenance  of  the  constitution ;  but  because  we  do  not  consider 
the  coronation  as  a  mere  solemn  ceremony,  we  cannot  consent  to  the  establishment  of  such 
decisions,  the  inviolable  maintenance  of  which  our  religions  feelings,  and  consequently  the 
voice  of  our  conscience,  forbid  us  to  confirm  by  our  oath.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  assem- 
bled estates  and  representatives  will  recoguizejn  these  our  religious  feelings  the  surest  guar- 
antee for  tbe  constitutional  stability  of  tne  country.  As  this  solemn  act  will,  it  is  to  bo 
hoped,  make  an  end  of  the  oscillations  of  political  life,  we  shall  follow  without  hesitation 
the  voice  of  our  paternal  heart,  which  is  ever  inclined  to  let  mercy  prevail,  and  we  shall  be 
able  to  exercise  in  full  measure  the  noblest  of  our  royal  rights. 

In  regard  to  the  request  preferred  for  the  completion  of  the  Diet  respecting  Dalmatia,  and 
those  districts  the  summoning  of  which  was  ordered  by  the  5th  article  of  the  laws  of  1848,  we 
consider  it  as  expedient  to  reserve  a  thorough  treatment  thereof,  in  which,  in  consequence  of 
our  royal  rescript  of  !iWth  February,  of  this  year,  directed  to  the  Croatian  and  Slavonian  diets, 
tbe  results  of  tbe  transactions  in  those  diets  shall  be  placed  before  us,  as  these  questions  ar& 
in  close  connection  with  the  fortunate  solution  of  the  pending  legal  relations  of  Croatia  and 
Slavonia. 

We  have  received  with  pleasure  tbe  assurance  of  the  assembled  estates  and  representa- 
tives that  they  will  always,  with  regard  to  all  classes  of  tbe  population,  without  distinction 
of  religion  and  langua^,  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  and  in  particular 
that  they  will,  with  reference  tt>  the  non-Hungarian  inhabitants  of  the  country,  make  use  of 
all  that,  in  the  way  of  legislation,  tbe  common  interests  of  the  fatherland  require.  While 
sustaining  the  integrity  ot  tbe  country,  we  shall  count  it  as  one  of  our  most  agreeable  tasks 
to  promote  all  that  can  (>roduce  that  result,  the  realization  of  which  we,  too,  ardently  desire, 
for  we  greet  with  lively  joy  the  peaceful  concord  of  all  inhabitants  of  the  country  and  the 
harmonious  equalization  of  their  interests,  and  we  shall  always  be  ready  vigorously  to  pro- 
mote it.  It  depends  now  on  the  energetic  activity  and  wise  care  of  the  assembled  estates 
and  representatives  at  this  Diet  to  accelerate  that  epoch  when  such  plans  can  belaid  before  us 
which  will  bring  into  harmony  our  rights  as  sovereign,  the  authorized  claims  of  our  empire, 
and  the  just  demands  of  the  neighboring  countries.  We  shall  count  that  moment  as  the 
happiest  of  our  life  in  which  we  shall  be  able  to  feel  the  reassuring  consciousness  that  we 
have,  through  our  royal  confirmation  of  these  plans,  promoted  the  true  welfare  of  Hungary 
and  of  all  our  people,  and  that  we  have  laid  the  foundation-stone  on  which  the  inoreasei) 
welfare,  strength,  and  security,  as  well  as  the  might  of  our  monarchy,  can  rise. 
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Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No  157,]  Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

Vienna,  April  1,  1866. 

Sib:  Since  mj  despatch  of  last  week  the  war  has  been  coming  gradually 
nearer  and  nearer.  Nothing  seems  left  now  but  a  diplomatic  rupture  between 
Austria  and  Prussia,  to  be  followed  by  a  declaration  of  war  and  the  commence- 
ment  of  hostilities. 

As  I  have  frequently  observed  in  this  correspondence,  I  can  form  no  hypoth- 
esis according  to  which. peace  can  be  preserved,  except  by  a  shrinking  back  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  a  coueequent  change  of  ministen. 

Of  this  there  is  no  symptom,  and  the  present  prime  minister  of  Prussia  will 
certainly  not  recede  from  his  warlike  policy. 

He  means,  it  would  seem,  to  annex  the  Duchies  at  all  hazards,  and  Austria, 
much  as  she  desires  to  avoid  war,  cannot  permit  the  annexation. 

I  cannot  too  often  observe  that  I  wish  only  to  write  objectively. 

My  purpose  at  present  is  to  throw  all  the  light  I  can  upon  the  actual  state  of 
affairs  in  Europe,  and  to  abstain  from  any  surperflaous  commentary. 

The  moment  seems  to  have  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  at  present 
guide  the  affairs  of  Prussia,  for  asserting  the  necessity  of  the  aggrandizement  of 
that  kingdom,  and  of  making  its  long-cLerished  dream  of  supremacy  4a  Germany 
a  fact  The  present  confederation  is  regarded  as  an  obstacle  to  this  project,  and 
Prussia  has  therefore  formally  declared  the  insufficiency  of  the  Bund,  as  at  pres- 
ent constituted,  to  protect  Germany  from  foreign  aggression.  It  may  be  almost 
said  that  Prussia  has  in  terms  declared  that  she  will  no  longer  recognize  the  ex- 
istence of  the  present  Bund. 

This  appears  from  the  remarkable  eircular  addressed  on  the  24th  of  March, 
by  the  Prussian  government,  to  the  governments  of  the  middle  and  lesser  Ger- 
man states. 

In  this  despatch  it  is  stated  that  Austria  has,  without  provocation  from  Pnis- 
eia,  ordered  warlike  preparations,  (Rustunger,)  threatening  the  Prussian  frontier, 
which  compels  Prussia  to  take  counter  military  measures,  in  order  not  see  repeated 
the  situation  of  the  year  1S50.  The  despatch  instructs  the  different  envoys  at  the 
courts  of  the  middle  and  lesser  German  states  to  give  the  necessary  explana- 
tions, in  order  that  the  preparations  of  Prussia  may  be  comi)rehended  in  their 
true  light.  *'  Besides  measures  for  momentary  security,"  continues  the  circular, 
"  the  situation  imperatively  requires  that  the  future  should  be  steadily  surveyed, 
and  that  guarantees  should  be  looked  for  which  Vill  preserve  for  Prussia  that 
eecurity  which  we  in  vain  sought  for  in  an  alliance  with  Austria — a  security  which 
was  even  threatened  by  Austria.  Prussia's  position,  its  German  character,  the 
German  inclinations  of  its  princes,  lead  Prussia  at  first  (Zunachst)  to  seek  for 
these  guarantees  in  Germany. 

'*  On  the  ground  of  German  nationality  Prussia  will  always  at  first  attempt  to 
find  in  Germany  the  assurance  of  national  independence.  Herein  we  are  con- 
tinually forced  to  recognize  the  truth  that  the  Germanic  confederation  (Bund) 
in  its  present  form  is  not  sufficient  for  such  a  purpose,  for  an  active  policy. 

"The  regulations  of  the  Bund  cannot  endure  (estragen)  the  earnest  antagonbm 
between  Austria  and  Prussia,  cannot  prevent  or  overcome  the  threatening  rup- 
ture between  them.  We  can  feel  no  confidence  in  the  effective  assistance  of  the 
Bund  in  case  we  are  attacked.  In  every  attack  Prussia  is  obliged  to  rely  at 
first  on  its  own  strength,  if  the  especial  good  will  of  individual  governments 
belonging  to  the  Bund  do  not  put  in  motion  measures  for  its  protection,  which 
in  the  regular  course  of  proceedings  by  the  Bund  would  come  much  too  late. 
Prussia  is  at  present  in  the  situation  to  ask  its  associates  in  the  Bund  whether 
and  to  what  extent  it  can  reckon  on  their  good  will.  The  good  will  at  present 
existing  of  several  members  of  the  Bund  does  not  tranquilize  Prussia  in  regard 
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to  comiDg  dangers,  becanse  tlie  preeent  situation  of  the  Band  excludes  the  pos- 
sibility of  making  tl^t  good  will  efficient.  Therefore  Prussia  must  strive  for  a 
reform  of  the  Bund  answering  to  the  actual  relations  of  things.  Prussia  is  the 
more  compelled  to  do  this  the  less  it  obtains  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question 
just  proposed. 

**  The  interest  of  Prussia  is  by  its  geographical  position  identical  with  the  inter- 
ests of  Germany.  The  situation  of  Prussia,  if  it  is  not  sure  of  Germany,  is 
much  endangered.  Prussia's  fate  draws  after  it  the  fate  of  Germany.  After 
the  annihilation  of  the  strength  of  Prussia,  Germany  could  without  doubt  only 
take  a  passive  share  in  European  politics.  To  prevent  this  is  the  holy  duty  of 
all  Grerman  governments.  The  German  Bund  in  its  present  form  would  not 
protect  Germany  in  European  crises  from  the  fate  of  Poland." 

Reserving  further  manifestations,  the  Prussian  gov(>mment  in  this  despatch 
begs  for  the  present  only  an  answer  to  the  above-stated  quoHtion,  whether  and 
how  far  Prussia  can  reckon  on  support  in  case  it  is  attacked  by  Austria,  or 
should  be  obliged  by  unequivocal  threats  to  make  war. 

This  despatch  was  sent  to  all  the  Prussian  representatives  at  German  courts. 
It  has  also  been  communicated  to  the  Austrian  government,  and  it  has  been 
published.     Certainly  it  would  be  difficult  to  use  much  plainer  language. 

Either  a  Bund  without  Austria  or  without  Prussia. 

The  Germanic  confederation,  as  such,  must  cease  to  exist.  No  Bund  can 
hold  two  such  antagonistic  members  as  the  gi*eat  kingdom  and  the  great  empire. 

A  notice  to  quit  the  Bund  on  the  part  of  Prussia  unless  the  other  States  join 
ber  in  the  coming  war  with  Austria.     Such  is  the  manifesto  of  Prussia. 

On  the  27th  this  despatch  was  read  to  the  government  of  Bavaria,  the  most 
considerable  German  state  after  Austria  and  Prussia. 

The  answer  of  the  Bavarian  goverment  to  the  above  question,  verbally  but 
officially  put  by  the  Prussian  envoy  at  that  court,  was  to  this  effect : 

^*  The  Bavarian  government  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  confed- 
eration and  fulfil. her  duties  to  the  Bund.  The  Bund  law  forbids  every  act  of 
self-help  or  violence  among  members  of  the  Bund,  according  to  article  XI  of  the 
Bund  constitution.  If  a  member  of  the  Bund  believes  itself  threatened  by 
another,  it  is  bound  to  appeal  to  the  Bund  assembly,  and  that  assembly  is  bound 
to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  guarantee  of  actual  possessions,  according  to 
article  XIX  of  the  Vienna  concluding  act. 

"That  member  of  the  Bund  which  attaeks  another  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
Bund,  (Bund  BrUchig/') 

That  Prussia  will  pause  in  her  present  determination  to  annex  the  duchies,  for 
fear  of  being  pronounced  .guilty  of  breach  of  the  constitution  of  the  confederacy,  is 
scarcely  to  be  supposed.  Mer  manifesto  is  almost  a  summons  to  each  member  of 
the  confederacy  to  declare  for  one  of  the  two  belligerents.  The  immediate  object 
would  seem  to  be  to  force  the  Laud  of  Austria  and  to  obtain  from  her  the  first 
blow. 

That  Prussia  is  putting  her  army  on  a  war  footing  is  now  publicly  an- 
nounced. That  she  is  -assured  of  assistance  from  Italy,  and  of  the  preliminary 
neutrality  of  France,  I  do  not  niuch  doubt.  Russia  is  the  natural  ally  of  Prus- 
sia, and  will  at  least  be,  I  think,  neutral. 

On  the  other  hand  nearly  all  the  middle  and  lesser  states  of  Germany  sympa- 
thize with  Austria  and  fear  Prussia.  Whether  they,  however,  will  draw  the 
sword  against  Prussia,  in  case  of  a  decree  of  the  Bund  against  that  kingdom,  is 
still  doubtful.     It  is  not  easy  to  see  therefore  how  peace  can  be  preserved. 

"Although  Austria,  at  the  peace  oj  Vienna,  accepted  in  common  with  us,"  says 
the  already  cited  Prussian  circular  of  March  24,  "  the  cession  of  the  duchies 
from  King  Christiun,  who  was  in  possession  of  the  same,  on  the  ground  of  the 
throne  succession  established  in  1853,  and  recognized  by  Austria,  yet  the  activity 
of  the  Austrian  administration  in  Hobtein  has  been  directed  towards  sorr^der- 
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iDg  practieally  tbis  province,  belonging  in  common  to  tbe  King  of  Prosaia  and 
tbe  Emperor  of  Austria,  to  tbe  Prince  of  Augustenburg,  wbo  baa  no  rigbt  to  the 
same,  and  wboae  claima  were  formerly  decidedly  contested  by  Austria  berself." 

Accordingly  Prussia  felt  herself  obliged  to  make,  it  ia  further  remarked, 
friendly  but  firm  remonatrancea  on  this  infraction  by  Austria  of  tbe  convention 
of  Gastein,  and  on  receiving  a  negative  reply  on  tbe  7tb  of  February,  from  Aus- 
tria, to  tbe  demands  thus  made  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  she  baa  couaidered  the 
alliance  and  intimacy  between  the  two  countries  at  an  end,  and  has  not  thought  it 
expedient  again  to  break  silence.  "  Every  threat  of  war,  however,  lay  as  far 
from  us  then  as  now,"  say  a  the  circular.  *  *  *  *  «  Nothing  haa  been 
done  on  our  aide  to  change. tbe  ^aituation,  and  yet  we  aee  with  amazement  Aus- 
tria auddenly  making  preparationa  for  a  great  war,  and  at  the  aame  time  making 
reproached  to  us,  aa  if  it  were  we  that  intended  breaking  the  peace.  Numerous 
bodies  of  men  with  artillery  and  other  materiala  of  war  are  directed  from  the 
eastern  and  aouthern  provincea  of  Auatria  towards  tbe  north  and  west,  towards 
our  own  borders ;  the  regiments  are  placed  on  a  war  footing,  and  soon  a  strong 
army  will  stand  on  our  frontier,  which  is  perfectly  bare  of  any  counter  prepara- 
tions." 

To  tbis  Prussian  circular,  likely  to  be  a  memorable  one  in  European  history, 
of  the  24th  of  March,  Austria  has  answered  by  the  following  despatch,  addressed 
to  tbe  Austrian  envoy  at  Berlin : 

"  It  baa  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  imperial  Austrian  cabinet  that  tbe  gov- 
ernment of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  order  to  avert  from  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  existing  anxieties  as  to  an  endangerment  of  peace,  has 
attributed  to  the  imperial  court  hostile  intentions,  yes,  has  even  indicated  the 
eventuality  of  a  threat  to  the  Prussian  monarchy  through  an  aggression  on  the 
part  of  Austria.  Although  the  groundlessness  of  such  a  subterfuge  (unter  stel- 
lung)  is  notorious  throughout  Europe,  the  imperial  cabinet  must,  notwithstand- 
ing, take  pains  in  presence  of  the  royal  cabinet  to  enter  an  express  protest  against 
an  accuaation  so  perfectly  at  variance  with  the  evidence  of  fiicts. 

"  Tbe  undersigned  has  accordingly  received  instructions  to  declare  to  Count 
Bismarck,  in  all  form,  that  nothing  lies  further  from  the  views  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  than  an  offensive  demonstration  (auftreten)  a^^ainst  Prussia.  Not 
only  the  so  many  times  by  word  and  deed  exhibited  friendly  inclinations  of  the 
Emperor  for  the  person  of  his  Majesty  the  King  aa  well  as  for  the  Prussian  state, 
exclude  decisively  every  such  intention,  but  the  Emperor  is  mindful  also  of  the 
duties  which  Austria,  as  well  as  Prussia,  has  8  )lemnly  assumed  by  the  treaty 
of  the  German  confederation.  His  Majesty  tbe  Emperor  is  firmly  resolved  on 
his  part  not  to  put  hi'uself  in  opposition  to  the  provisions  of  article  XI  of  the 
Bund  act,  which  forbids  members  of  the  Bund  from  ^uhauing  their  disputes  by 
force. 

*'  While  the  undersigned  requests  the  minister  president  to  lay  the  present  note 
before  the  King,  he  has  to  add  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  the  royal  cabi- 
net will  find  itaelf  induced,  in  as  decided  and  unequivocal  manner  as  he  haa  now 
done  in  the  name  of  the  imperial  government,  to  repel  the  suspicion  of  an  intended 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  thereby  to  restore  that  univeraal  confidence  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  internal  peace  of  Germany  which  it  ought  never  to  be  posaible  to 
diaturb." 

Tbia  note,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  brief  and  to  the  point.  It  is  an  announce- 
ment on  the  part  of  Austria  of  its  determination  to  refer  the  existing  dispute  to 
the  decision  of  the  Bund,  according  to  the  provisions  of  article  XI. 

On  the  answer  of  Pruaaia  to  tbia  notification  depends  the  isaue  of  peace  and 
war.  • 

Austria  and  Prussia  combined  in  1863  in  taking  the  Schleswig-Holstein  mat- 
ter out  of  the  bands  of  tbe  Bund.    Will  Pruasia  do  tbe  same  ?    If  so,  ahe  aud- 
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detilj  clianges  the  whole  course  of  her  policy.    The  answer  cannot  he  long 
delayed.     The  crisis  would  seem  to  be  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  ta  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  160.]  Legatio?!,  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  April  10,  1866* 

Sir  :  Affairs  between  Prussia  and  Austria  remain  as  at  the  date  of  my  last 
despatch. 

The  answer  of  the  Prussian  cabinet  to  the  Austrian  note  of  Slst  March,  wa» 
communicated  by  Baron  Werthen  to  the  Austrian  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on 
the  6th  of  this  month. 

Doubtless  the  text  of  this  note  will  be  published  in  all  the  journals  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  have  met  your  eye  before  this  despatch  can  reach  you, 

I  shall  therefore  simply  state  that  its  tone  is  not  conciliatory,  although  it  ex- 
pressly disavows  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Prussian  government  of  ma- 
king an  aggressive  war  upon  Austria. 

The  greater  part  of  the  paper  is  occupied  with  recriminations.  It  distinctly 
charges  Austria  with  making  great  preparations  for  an  attack  upon  Prussia,  charges 
which  the  imperial  royal  government  had  already  most  emphatically  denied. 

'•  Anxieties  for  endangerment  of  the  peace,"  says  Count  Bismarck,  "  have 
sprung  exclusively  from  the  fact  that  Austria,  without  any  recognizable  cause, 
has  been  since  the  1 3th  of  March  moving  considerable  masses  of  troops  in  a 
threatening  manner  towards  the  Prussian  frontier  No  explanation  whatever  of 
the  motives  for  these  extraordinary  proceedings  has  been  given  by  the  imperial 
government  since  the  assertion  that  the  Jew  note*  liad  made  these  armaments 
necessary,  is  contradicted  by  the  extent  of  these  warlike  preparations  as  well 
as  by  the  localities  in  which  the  reinforcement  of  trooys  have  been  stationed  on 
the  Saxon  and  Prussian  frontier,  where  the  safety  of  the  Jews  has  nev^r  been 
endangered." 

The  note  then  expresses  surprise  (somewhat  ironically,  as  it  is  thought  here) 
that  Austria  had  not  at  once  taken  snelter  under  article  XI  of  the  Bund  act,  to 
which  Count  Karolyi  refers,  if  she  considered  herself  threatened  by  Prussia. 

"  The  secrecy  in  which  the  warlike  preparations  of  Austria  have  been  shroud- 
ed," proceeds  the  note,  "  and  the  attempt  to  make  their  extent,  which  is  very 
well  known  to  the  royal  Prussian  government,  appear  less  than  it  is,  only 
strengthened  the  natural  impression  that  the  imperial  troops  which  have  been 
daily  accumulating  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Austria  are  intended  for  an  ag- 
gressive hostile  enterprise  upon  Prussia.'* 

The  minister  goes  on  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  all  these  proceedings,  Pms- 
sia  has  delayed  its  counter  preparations  for  two  weeks,  in  order  not  to  endanger 
the  peace,  and  had  taken  them  only  when  the  number  of  Austrian  troops  con- 
centrated on  the  border  had  uuide  the  safety  of  Prussian  territory  dependent 
upon  the  decisions  of  the  Vienna  cabinet. 

"  If  the  imperial  government  has  not  the  intention  of  attacking  Prussia,"  says 

*  This  alladea  to  disturbancee  which  have  lately  taken  place  In  Bohemia,  dnrinff  which 
mauj  houses  of  Jews  have  been  destroyed  and  other  disgraceful  excesses  perpetrated. 
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the  mioister,  *'tbe  royal  government  is  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  Austria  took 
these  warlike  measuft'S." 

The  note  concludes  by  repelling  the  suspicion  that  Prussia  contemplates  *'  in 
the  situation  as  it  thus  far  exists,  (in  der  bisherigeft  Lage)  any  disturbance  of 
the  peace,  and  by  the  declaration  that  nothing  is  ^rther  from  the  intentions  of 
the  King  than  aggressive  war  upon  Austria. 

"  As  to  the  benevolent  sentiments  which  influence  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
towards  the  Prussian  state,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  imperial  government 
to  find  an  opportunity  of  expressing  them  by  actions." 

These  are  the  last  words  of  the  note. 

They  obviously  refer  to  the  Austrian  'administration  of  the  duchy  of  Hol- 
steiur  the  hostile  character  of  which  Upwards  Prussia  formed  the  subject  of  the 
last  note  addressed  by  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  to  that  of  Vienna.  That  note  was 
written  on  the  26th  of  January ;  was  answered  by  the  Austrian  government  on 
the  8th  of  February,  since  which  time  the  correspondence  has  been  considered 
as  closed. 

That  Prussian  note  of  26th  Januaiy  was  published  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Frankfort  Gaaette  of  6tb  April.  It  is  probably  destined  to  have  so  much  his- 
torical value  that  I  shall  venture  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  pages  of  it,  by 
which,  as  well  as  by  the  exasperated  tone  of  the  whole  document,  you  will  per- 
ceive the  full  gravity  of  the  situation.  You  will'  see  that  the  quarrel  is  a  deep- 
seated  one,  very  difficult  to  arrange  without  blows. 

Prussia  is  undoubtedly  the  legal  co-sovereign  of  both  the  duchies.  Since  the 
treaty  of  Vienna  of  1864,  no  one  else  in  the  eyes  either  of  Prussia  or  of  Aus- 
tria has  any  claim  to  that  sovereignty  save  the  monarchs  of  those  two  countries. 

Prussia  considers  that  her  joint  sovereignty  is  endangered  by  the  presence  of 
the  Prince  of  Augustenburg  and  his  adherents  in  Holstein  ;  while  by  her  famous 
ordinance  of  11th  March,  such  disturbers  of  her  rights  wouldt  in  Schleswig,  be 
put  into  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

She  also  complains  that  Holstein  is  made  the  place  of  assembly  for  democrats 
and  revolutionary  agitators  from  all  parts  of  Germany,  whose  schemes  are  di- 
rected expressly  and  openly  against  Prussia. 

'*  It  seems  almost  inconceivable  that  it  has  come  to  this,"  says  Count  Bis- 
marck, •*  if  we  look  back  on  the  days  of  Gastein  and  Salzburg.  I  could  then 
assume  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  his  ministers  looked  as 
clearly  as  we  did  at  the  common  foe  of  both  powers,  the  revolution." 

For  that  reason  both  governments  went  hand  in  hand,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
ceediiTgs  in  Frankfort,  against  the  revolutionary  party. 

'*  The  present  attitude  of  the  imperial  government  in  Holstein  has  a  very 
different  character,"  continues  the  note ;  *'  we  must  describe  it  in  straightfor- 
ward terms  as  an  aggressive  one.  The  imperial  government  does  not  hesitate 
to  lead  into  the  field  against  us  exactly  the  same  means  of  agitation  as  it  was 
willing  to  give  battle  to  in  common  with  us  at  Frankfort." 

The  minister  proceeds  to  say  that  the  only  difference  between  the  mass- 
meetings,  under  democratic  leaders  in  Holstein,  and  the  previous  demonstra- 
tions at  Frankfort  is  that  the  imperial  stadtholder  in  Holstein  could  have  put 
these  agitations  down  much  more  easily  than  the  senate  at  Frankfort  could 
have  suppressed  the  similar  troubles  in  that  city,  and  that  the  agitators  in  Hol- 
stein had  a  more  distinct  purpose,  and  were  more  directly  and  ostensibly  hostile 
to  Prussia. 

The  minister  says  that. if  ^e  Vienna  cabinet  can  look  quietly  at  this  con- 
version of  the  eminently  conservative  province  of  Holstein  into  a  focus  pf 
revolutionary  intrigues,  **  we,  on  our  side,  are  resolved  not  to  do  so."     *     *     * 

"  I  leave  it  to  be  imagined  what  impression  such  conduct  as  this,  in  peace,  of 
his  ally  in  war  must  make  upon  his  Majesty  the  King,  and  how  painfully  it 
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mast  move  bim  to  see  revolutionary  tendencies,  hostile  to  every  throne,  unfolded 
under  the  protection  of  the  Austrian  double  eagle/' 

The  minister  instructs  his  envoy  at  Vienna  to  ''  say  all  this  expressly  to 
Count  Mensdorff,  and  to  beg  him  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  his  imperial 
master." 

He  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  making  impossible  for  the  future  the  insults 
against  Prussia  in  the  press  and  public  meetings  of  Holstein,  and  especially  of 
suppressing  the  influence  of  the  so-called  court  at  Kiel,'^  which  is  a  standing 
protest  and  assault  against  both  the  Austrian  and  the  Prussian  sovereignty. 

He  observes  that  a  negative  or  evasive  answer  by  Austria  to  these  complaints 
and  propositions  will  carry  conviction  to  the  Prussian  government  that  Austria 
is  no  longer  willing  to  travel  the  same  road  with  Prussia. 

'*  We  must  then,"  he  adds,  **  obtain  full  freedom  for  our  whole  policy,  and 
make  that  use  of  it  which  we  consider  adapted  to  the  interests  of  Prussia." 

This  despatch  was  answered  by  Austria  on  the  8th  February.  That  answer 
has  just  been  published.  It  is  a  calm  and  courteous  but  decided  refusal  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  the  Berlin  cabinet  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  Holstein,  and  contains  a  general  defence  of  the  Austrian  policy  against  the 
charges  of  Prussia.  Count  Mensdorff  calmly  states  that  "  the  imperial  govern- 
ment is  subject,  according  tq  the  <;onvention  of  Oastein,  to  no  control  in  its 
administration  of  Holstein.  It  is  not  the  only  proprietor  of  sovereign  rights 
there,  but  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  exercised  is  left  to  its  own  free  dis- 
cretion. As  everywhere  else,  so  also  in  the  north,  it  represents  the  high  con- 
servative interests  of  G^ermany.  The  same  independence  of  action  which 
Austria  claims  in  Holstein  she  leaves  to  Prussia  in  Schleswig." 

In  reply  to  the  charges  of  the  Prussian  government  as  to  the  revolutionary 
agitation  in  Holstein,  the  note  <>bserves  :  **lf  the  complaints  against  us  are  to 
the  effect  that  through  our  lukewarmness  and  passiv.eness  the  monarchical 
principle  in  Holstein  has  suffered  damage,  the  conservative  sentiment  which 
has  ever  distinguished  the  Schles wig- Holstein  race  been  metamorphosed,  and 
the  subject-matter  of  future  arrangement  deteriorated,  then  the  conscience  of 
all  Europe  will,  in  common  with  us,  repel  this  accusation ;  for  all  Europe  knows 
that  the  political  endeavors  which  are  now  the  leading  ones  In  Holstein  are 
the  same  as  existed  at  the  time  of  the  Oastein  convention  and  long  before  that 
epoch — the  very  ones  out  of  which  the  resistance  of  the  duchies  to  Denmark 
derived  their  strength." 

In  regard  to  Prussian  chai-ges  as  to  the  '*  Altona  excesses,"  the  Austrian 
minister  observes,  *'  how  could  the  Prussian  cabinet  expose  itself  to  the  ready 
reply  that  it  was  exactly  Prussia  which  refused  to  propose  a  prohibition  of 
such  popular  assemblages  as  took  place  in  Altona,  for  the  whole  territory  of  the 
Germanic  confederation  ? 

*'  Had  such  a  regulation  been  issued  by  the  Bund  there  would  not  have  been 
wanting  a  fixed  rule  in  Holstein,  and  the  royal  government  would  not 
have  been  limited  to  demand  from  us  the  reintroduction  of  those  Danish  ordi- 
nances, the  presence  of  which  the  duchies  most  complained  of,  and  which  we 
did  not  find  in  practical  operation  when  we  assumed  the  administration  of 
Holstein." 

The  minister  then  gravely  defines  the  relative  position  of  Prussia  and 
Austria  to  each  other. 

"  The  Emperor,"  he  says,  "laments  this  whole  polemical  discussion.  It  is  dif- 
ficult for  his  Majesty  to  believe  that  King  William  will  take  his  measure  for 
the  value  which  the  Emperor  lays  upon  his  relations  to  Prussia  from  Austria's 
consent  or  non-consent  to  the  wish  for  the  annexation  of  the  duchies  to 
Prussia.     So  one-sided   an  assumption  must  certainly  lie  very  far  from  the 

*  The  Prince  of  Augustenbarg  and  his  adherents. 
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King's  thoughts ;  nevertheless  the  royal  government  speaks  to  ns  as  if  our  so 
natural  refusal  to  allow  this  annexation  to  be  completed  could  only  be  ex- 
plained as  a  return  to  a  policy  of  destructive  jealousy  and  rivalry ;  yes  it 
speaks  as  if  it  bad  been  deserted  by  Austria  in  its  battle  with  the  common 
enemy,  the  revolution,  and  thereby  prevented  from  carrying  out  its  will  to  travel 
in  future  on  the  same  road  with  us.  Would  that  the  royal  government  were 
willing  to  take  an  unprejudicial  view  of  the  latest  events.  If  it  looks  at  Ger- 
many's position,  the  fact  must  meet  its  eyes  that  we,  far  from  widfaing  to  form  a 
coalition  against  Prussia,  have  decidedly  placed  our  relations  to  the  middle 
states  below  our  alliance  with  Prussia.  Yes,  we  have  gravely  prejudiced  those 
relations,  as  this  is  made  manifest  by  the  retaliatory  recognition  of  the  kingdom 
of  Italy.  If  Prussia  casts  its  eyes  on  the  relations  between  the  European  cabi- 
nets, she  must  acknowledge  that  we  have  nowhere  sought  to  act  upon  Prussia 
by  external  pressure,  and  even  the  activity  of  our  ambassador  in  Paris,  which  is 
8o  much  scoffed  at  in  Berlin,  has  always  had  the  aim  to  strengthen  France  in 
its  policy  of  reserve  in  the  Schleswig- Holstein  questiou."        ♦         *         *       ♦ 

"I  repel,  theiefore,  with  firm  conviction  the  reproach  against  the  imperial  cabi- 
net that  in  its  sentiment-s  or  actions  is  to  be  found  the  reason  why  the  common 
policy  of  the  two  powers,  so  earnestly  desired  by  Count  Bismarck's  concluding 
words,  cannot  be  realized.'^  * 

You  perceive  from  this  exchange  of  opinions  that  Prussia  and  Austria  are  in 
rivalry  with  each  other  as  to  which  least  deserves  the  reproach  of  permitting 
public  manifestations  of  sentiment  in  Germany,  and  as  to  which  is  most  active 
in  suppressing  popular  assemblages,  public  discussions,  and  putting  down  what 
is  considered  by  both  governments  the  common  enemy  of  Europe,  democracy.  * 

I  give  you  these  statements  as  they  are  printed.  There  is  no  need  of  my 
discussing  them  academically  from  our  American  point  of  view. 

The  effect  of  this  note  was  to  terminate  all  diplomatic  correspondence  between 
the  two  governments  until  the  Austrian  note  of  the  Slst  of  March,  which  was 
regarded  almost  as  an  ultimatum,  was  answered  by  the  note  received  in  Vienna 
on  April  6. 

If  one  ponders  well  the  deliberate,  well  chosen,  yet  acrimonious  language  of 
the  Prussian  communications,  especially  that  of  26th  of  January,  one  sees  the 
expression  of  a  fixed  resolve — the  annexation  of  Schleswig-Holstein  at  all 
hazards. 

It  seems,  therefore,  almost  idle  to  talk  of  a  specific  arrafigc  ment  as  long  as 
the  present  prime  minister  of  Prussia  holds  his  place.  He  is  daring,  firm  of 
purpose,  fertile  in  resource,  and  possesses  almost  boundless  influence  over  the 
king. 

«  «  ♦  «  «  ^ 

The  note  just  received  has  given  no  satisfaction  to  the  government  here. 
The  exasperation  against  Prussia  is  as  great  as  it  can  possibly  be. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  tState^  Washington^  D,  C, 

P.  8.— In  an  interview  with  Count  Mensdoi  ff  since  the  above  was  written,  I 
learn  that  an  answer  to  the  Prussian  note  received  here  April  6th  was  sent  by  the 
imperial  royal  government  yesterday.  Its  tone  is  described  to  me  by  the 
minister  as  less  conciliating  than  that  of  previous  notes,  and  the  various  com- 
plaints against  the  Prussian  government  have  been  placed  very  strongly  oo 
record.  Much  weight  is  laid  in  this  note  on  the  Prussian  secret  arrangements 
with  Italy,  and  the  royal  cabinet  is  summoned  to  disarm,  if  it  really  means  to 

•  See  postscript  to  this  despatch.  ^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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keep  tbe  peace.  No  result,  however,  is  expected  from  this  commtmication,  and 
there  is  absolutely  no  change  in  the  sitaation. 

A  sudden  blow  is  not  expected,  I  find,  by  this  government,  as  the  King  of 
Prussia  has  personally  stated  his  unwillingness  to  «Mdopt  such  a  course.  Mean- 
time, Prussia  made  yesterday  a  formal  propositfon  to  the  Diet  at  Frankfort  to 
summon  a*German  assembly,  to  be  elected  from  the  whole  German  people  by 
direct  votes  and  universal  suffrage,  before  which  propositions  for  a  reform  of  the 
Bund  are  to  be  made  by  the  different  German  governments. 

Such  was  the  information  received  here  by  the  Foreign  Office  last  night  by 
telegraph.     Of  course  it  is  premature  to  say  anything  upon  the  subject  to-day. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  162.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Vienna,  April  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  No  answer  had  been  received  up  to  last  night  from  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment to  the  note  of  the  Vienna  cabinet  of  April  7.  The  spirit  and  tendency  of 
that  note  I  stated  to  you  in  my  despatch  last  week.  No.  160,  of  date  April  10,  from 
official  information. 

In  this  morning's  paper  there  is  a  semi-official  Berlin  telegram,  stating  that  the 
Prussian  answer  had  be^  sent  to  Vienna  day  before  yesterday.  If  this  is  true, 
the  note  ought  to  be  handed  in  to-day,  and  perhaps  I  shall  be  able  to  learn  the 
character  of  it  in  time  to  send  you  a  line  via  Queenstown  to-morrow. 

Affairs  are  approaching  a  crisis.  Meantime  let  me  recall,  in  a  few  words,  the 
steps  which  have  been  taken  up  to  the  present  moment,  and  which  I  have  nar- 
rated in  full  detail  in  previous  despatches. 

On  the  26th  of  January  of  this  year  Prussia  notified  Austria  that  Holetein 
had  become  a  nest  of  democrats,  intriguers,  and  revolutionary  agents,  "under  the 
protection  of  the  Austrian  double  eagle."  Especially  the  court  of  the  Prince  of 
Augustenburg  at  Keil  was  described  as  a  standing  protest  against  the  co-sover- 
eignty of  Prussia  and  Austria, 

Austria  replied,  on  February  8,  by  calmly  but  firmly  repelling  all  right  of  Prus- 
sia to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  Holsteiu,  and  disclaiming  on  her  part 
any  power  to  meddle  with  matters  in  Schleswig.  Thus  for  a  time  closed  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  powers. 

Prussia  at  once  issued  in  Schleswig  the  famous  penitentiary  ordinance  against 
the  Augustenburg  intngues. 

On  the  26th  of  March  she  issued  a  circular  to  her  representatives  at  the  Ger- 
man courts,  requesting  information  as  to  what  each  German  government  would 
do  in  case  Prussia  was  attacked  or  should  find  herself  obliged  by  impending 
danger  to  make  war  herself,  insisting  on  the  fact  that  the  Bund  as  at  present  con- 
stituted was  not  strong  enough  to  hold  Prussia  and  Austria  both,  and  enlarging 
upon  the  warlike  preparations  of  Austria.  The  answer  from  the  principal  courts 
of  Germany,  briefly  or  lengthily,  as  the  case  might  be,  was  a  reference  to  Article 
XI  of  the  Bund  law. 

On  the  31st  of  March  Audtria  declared  solemnly  that  she  was  making  no 
warlike  preparations  of  any  kind,  and  had  no  idea  of  attacking  Prussia. 

On  the  5th  of  April  a  reply  to  that  note  was  received  in  Vienna  from  Prussia, 
repeating  the  accusations  as  to  the  Austrian  armament,  the  massing  of  troops 
on  the  Prussian  frontier,  the  great  extent  of  which  military  operations  she  de- 
clared to  be  well  known  to  her,  however  much  they  might  be  denied.  These 
measures  had  made  her  military  preparations  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
pi-event  her  from  being  taken  by  surprise.  She  added  that  the  King  had  no 
thought  of  attacking  Austria.  Digi^i,,^  by  GoOqIc 
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Austria  replied  immediatelj  in  a  despatch  to  her  minister  at  Berlin.  Her  note, 
dated  April  7,  was  warm  and  indignant.  Although  it  was  almost  t>eneath  her 
dignity,  she  said,  to  denj  accusations  which  she  had  so  often  denied,  she  once 
more  proclaimed  as  contrary  to  truth  all  statements  upon  which  the  Prussian  gOT- 
emment  had  hased  accusations  against  her  of  warlike  intentions.  For  the  fint 
time  she  hurled  counter  accusations  at  her  antagonist,  and  with  mucft  bitteroeea 
alluded  to  the  extensive  and  avowed  military  preparations  of  Pruesia,  to  her  se- 
cret negotiations  with  the  court  of  Florence  against  Austria,  to  her  avowal  ofad^ 
termination  to  annex  the  duchies,  peaceably  or  forcibly,  to  the  statements  of  tbe 
Prussian  prime  minister  that  war  was  inevitable,  to  his  denial  on  the  16  th  of  March 
of  an  intention  to  break  up  the  Gastein  convention  by  force,  coupled  with  a  de- 
claration that  the  denial  was  null  «nd  void.  ''All  this,''  said  Count  Mensdorfi^ 
*'  must  be  mere  delusion,  and  to  the  realm  of  reality  must  belong  only  those  threat- 
ening masses  of  Austrian  troops  which,  since  the  13th  of  March,  (it  is  the  Pnu- 
sian  cabinet  that  gives  the  exact  date,)  have  been  moved  to  the  Prussian 
frontier. ''  "  If  the  note  of  Baron  Werther  is  correct, "  says  also  the  Austrian 
mioister,  "  then  Europe  during  the  last  few  months  must  have  been  in  a  painfnl 
dream."  He  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  declaration  of  Prussia  that  the  King 
was  meditating  no  attack,  and  ended  with  these  words  to  the  imperial  minister  at 
the  Prussian  court : 

"  We  now  are  expecting  the  information  ( which  we  regretted  not  to  find  in  the 
note  of  the  Prussian  minister)  that  the  order  of  mobilization  issued  by  Prussia  on 
the  28th  of  March  will  remain  unftdiilled.  "f  ou  will^quest  from  the  minister 
president  of  Prussia  a  satisfactory  communication  on  this  subject  without  delay, 
as  the  imperial  cabinet  cannot,  without  heavy  responsibility,  remain  indifferent  to 
a  longer  continuation  of  the  military  preparations  of  Prussia.  You  will  leave 
with  him  a  copy  of  this  despatch  and  apprise  us  of  the  result  by  telegram. " 

This  you  perceive  is  a  peremptory  sunmions.  No  answer  was  received  up  to 
April  16. 

The  delay  has  been  attributed  to  a  note  of  the  Bavarian  prime  minister,  urging 
the  Vienna  and  the  Berlin  cabinets  to  a  pacific  arrangement  by  means  of  the 
Bund.  Meantime  the  Austrian  riote,  which  I  have  just  been  analyzing,  was  pnb- 
lished  yesterday  — nobody  knows  how —  in  the  Cobourg  Gazette.  Its  publica- 
tion it  is  thought  must  complicate  matters,  for  it  is  now  known  to  the  world 
that  Austria  has  categorically  summoned  Prussia  to  disarm .  Certainly  tbe 
chances  of  peace  have  not  improved. 

Tbe  Prussian  proposition,  recommending  a  reform  of  the  Bund,  mentioned  in 
my  last  despatch,  is  not  likely  to  lead  to  a  direct  result.  It  may  be  considered  as 
an  indirect  means  of  forestalling  a  possible  appeal  of  Austria  to  Article  XI  of 
the  Bund  law. 

If  Austria  calls  on  the  Bund  by  virtue  of  Article  XI  to  take  warlike  steps 
against  Prussia  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Bund  law,  Prussia  will  accept  this  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  War  can  now  be  escaped  in  one  of  two  ways.  The  other 
German  powers  may  refuse  or  hesitate  to  aid  Austria  with  their  troops  in  war 
against  Prussia.  In  that  case  Austria  will  make  peace  with  Prussia,  and  Pruraia 
will  get  the  duchies ;  or  the  King  may  accept  Oount  Bismarck's  resignation  and 
refuse  to  fight  for  the  duchies.  In  that  case  the  war  would  be  postponed.  Nei- 
ther of  these  events  seems  to  be  very  probable. 

Arbitration  or  mediation  by  foreign  powers  seems  also  improbable.  Prussia 
makes  no  secret  of  her  determination  to  annex  the  Duchies.  If  she  will  not  give 
up  that  project  in  deference  to  the  Bund  she  is  not  likely  to  submit  to  foreign 
powers. 

I  have  the  hbnor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhington,  V.  C.  Digitized  by  GoOglC 
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Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  163  ]  Lkuation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  April  18,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  send  a  postscript,  via  Queenstown,  to  my  despatch  of  yesterday,  to  say 
that  the  Prussian  answer  to  the  Austrian  despatch  of  7th  April  was  handed  to 
Count  Mensdorfif  yesterday,  and  to  give  you  authentic  iniormatiou,  in  a  few 
words,  as  to  its  tone  and  purport. 

The  note  insists  once  more  upon  the  fact  of  the  Austrian  military  preparations, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  denials  of  the  Vienna  cabinet  repels  the  severe 
censures  against  the  Prussian  government  contained  in  the  note  of  the  7th  April, 
and  indulges  in  recriminations.  In  this  part  of  the  despatch  the  language  is 
acrimonious. 

No  direct  reply  is  given  to  the  demands  of  the  Austrian  government  upon  that 
of  Prussia  to  countermand  the  mobilization  orders,  but  an  indirect  answer  is  con- 
tained in  an  intimation  that  if  Austria  is  not  desirous  of  war  it  is  for  her  to  take 
the  initiative  in  disarming. 

On  the  whole,  the  language  of  the  paper  is  more  moderate  than  was  expected 
by  this  government,  and  the  door  is  not  definitely  closed  against  further  nego- 
tiation. 

The  great  matter  in  dispute,  Prussia's  avowed  determination  to  annex  the 
duchies,  peaceably  if  possible,  forcibly  if  necessary,  is  not  touched  upon,  and 
the  principal  effect  of  this  now  communication  will  probably  be  to  postpone  for 
a  time  the  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward* 

No.  166.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  April  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  despatch  two  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  Prussian- 
Austrian  quarrel,  and  apparently  in  the  direction  of  peace. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Prussian  despatch  of  15th  April,  (men- 
tioned in  my  No.  163,  of  April  18,)  intimating  that  Austria  should  take  the 
initiative  in  disarming,  a  proposition  was  made  by  the  Bavarian  government  to 
Austria  and  Prussia  that  the  two  governments  should  disarm  simultaneously. 

This  was  at  once  accepted  by  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  a  statement  to  that 
effect,  dated  18th  April,  was  communicated  to  the  Prussian  government  through 
the  imperial  envoy  at  Berlin.  A  reply  from  the  Berlin  cabinet  was  given  to 
this  government  on  the  23d,  through  the  Prussiau  envoy  at  the  imperii  court. 

This  despatch,  dated  2l8t  April,  authorizes  Baron  Werther  to  say  that  the 
armament  in  Prussia  had  been  caused  by  the  threatening  demonstrations  and 
movements  of  the  Austrian  army  near  the  Prussian  frontier ;  that  the  king  will 
readily  undertake  to  discontinue  his  preventive  measures  as  soon  as,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  as,  the  causes  which  produced  them  shall  be  removed  by  the 
impenial  government ;  that  the  royal  government  accepts  with  satisfaction  the 
proposition  contained  in  Count  Mensdorff's  despatch  of  the  18th  April,  and  that 
so  rast  as  the  King  receives  authentic  information  that  the  dislocations  establishing 
a  readiness  for  war  against  Prussia  have  been  reversed,  he  will  order  the  reduc- 
tion of  those  Prussian  military  forces  which  have  been  increased  since  the  27th 
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The  Prasaian  government,  in  brief,  will  keep  exact  pace  with  Auetria  in  dia- 
arming,  and  expects  that  all  the  other  German  govemmenta  will  countermand 
their  warlike  measures,  and  that  Austria  will  use  its  influence  with  them  in  that 
direction  in  the  interest  of  peace. 

You  will  observe  that  the  tone  of  this  last  utterance  from  Prussia  is  more 
moderate  than  that  of  anj  of  the  late  communications  of  that  government. 

It  cannot  be  said,  however,  that  the  despatch  has  done  very  much  to  tran- 
quilize  the  imperial  government  or  the  public  mi^d.  The  day  on  which  it  was 
received  happened  to  be  signalized  by  very  alarming  rumors  from  Italy.  Not 
only  were  exaggerated  statements  made  of  military  preparations  and  movements 
of  troops  towards  the  Venetian  border,  but  circumstantial  accounts  of  positive 
conflicts  near  Rovigo  were  circulated. 

The  official  Vienna  Gazette  of  this  morning  declares  all  these  rumors  to  be 
destitute  of  foundation,  and  announces  perfect  tranquillity  as  existing  in  4he 
whole  Lombardo- Venetian  kingdom. 

Nevertheless  the  southern  army  of  Austria,  in  view  of  apprehended  danger 
from  Italy,  is  placed  on  a  war  footing. 

It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  the  Italian  movements,  whatever  they  may  be, 
are  considered  here  to  be  directly  connected  with  the  Prussian  arrangements, 
and  that  the  fact  of  the  arming  of  Austria  in  the  south  may  be  interpreted  by 
Prussia  as  an  indication  that  the  imperial  government  is  prepared  for  a  general 
war. 

The  situation  is  not  thought  to  be  materially  improved.     Obviously  the  great 
causes  of  conflict,  the  desire  of  Prussia  to  annex  the  duchies  and  the  general 
German  question,  has  not  been  touched  in  the  recent  correspondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No,  179.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihtngton,  April  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  10th  instant.  No.  160,  which  treats 
of  the  affairs  between  Austria  ana  Prussia,  has  been  received.  It  is  very  lucid, 
and  your  conclusion  that  war  is  inevitable  would  seem  to  be  just.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  hear  from  Paris  that  the  controversy  is  there  understood  to  have  been  very 
recently  adjusted.  Should  this  happily  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  change  of  the 
situation  must  undoubtedly  have  come  from  the  resistance  of  popular  interests 
in  Prussia  to  the  war  policv  of  Count  Bismarck. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Lothrop  Motley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  168.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  May  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  slight  gleam  of  hope  T^hich  was  indicated  in  my  despatch  of  last 
week  vanished  almost  instantaneously.     As  already  intimated,  the  arming  of 
Austria  as  against  Italy  was  at  once  considered  by  Prussia  as  sufficient  reason 
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for  not  reducing  ber  own  armaments,  according  to  tbe  agreement  which  had  just 
been  made  between  tbe  cabinets  of  Vienna  and  Berlin. 

A  remarkable  article  appeiired  in  a  semi-official  jonmal  of  Berlin,  called  the 
North  German  Universal  Gazette.  In  this  it  was  very  vigorously  argued  that 
in  view  of  tbe  armaments  of  Austria  in  the  south  it  had  now  become  necessary' 
for  Prussia  to  increase  her  own  warlike  preparations,  instead  of  revoking  them. 
Unless  Austria  would  at  once  place  her  southern  army  on  a  peace  footing,  no 
time  was  to  be  lost  by  Prussia  in  taking  defensive  measures.  That  southern 
army  might  be  used  at  any  moment  against  Prussia  instead  of  Italy,  for  Italy 
had  shown  no  intention  of  attacking  Austria. 

Moreover,  it  would  be  impossible  for  Prussia  to  look  on  quietly  while  that 
very  Italian  army,  on  which  Prussia  might  probably  rely  in  case  of  a  war  be- 
tween herself  and  Austria,  was  rendered  incapable  of  doing  damage  to  the  com- 
mon enemy. 

This  manifesto,  in  a  journal  believed  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Prussian 
government,  of  course  made  a  great  sensation. 

It  was  believed  to  be  a  forerunner  of  more  positive  and  direct  communications. 
Meantime,  Prussia  is  continuing  to  arm  agidnst  Austria  ;  Austria  continues  to 
arm  against  Italy. 

And  now  Italy  officially  announces  that  in  consequence  of  an  expected  aggres- 
sion from  Austria,  she  is  taking  the  military  measures  which  she  had  previously 
denied. 

If  there  ever  was  a  power  in  the  world  which  most  earnestly  desired  peace, 
and  was  determined  to  attack  nobody  unless  absolutely  compelled  to  do  so,  it  is 
Austria. 

Yet  she  is  accused  by  Prussia  on  the  one  side,  and  by  Italy  on  the  other — 
the  one  determined  to  obtain  Schleswig-Holstein,  the  other  Venice— of  blood- 
thirsty intentions,  although  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  what  she  could  gain  by 
a  war. 

Her  position  of  wolf  between  these  two  lamb-like  adversaries  is  altogether 
unexampled  in  history.     Inter  audaces  lupnis  errat  agnes. 

There  is  little  need  of  writing  more  to-day. 

I  have  always  believed  in  the  imminence  of  a  war  because  I  could  form  no 
probable  hypothesis  on  which  peace  could  be  preserved. 

Of  course  Austria  could  abandon  Schleswig-Holstein  to  Prussia,  but  that 
seems  now  to  have  become  impossible. 

She  could  sell  Venice  to  Italy.     Of  that  she  will  never  dream. 

There  is  a  talk  of  a  congress,  to  be  proposed  at  the  last  moment  by  the  French 
Emperor,  in  order  to  prevent  war.  But  is  it  imaginable  that  Prussia  will  allow 
a  European  congress  to  dispose  of  her  claims  on  Schleswig-Holstein,  or  that 
Austria  will  submit  its  Venetian  possessions  to  its  fiat } 

There  was  a  story  in  London  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  had  written  an 
autograph  letter  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  offering  to  guarantee  that  Italy  should 
not  make  an  attack,  if  Austria  would  place  her  southern  army  on  a  peace  footing. 

This  is  entu*ely  untrue.  It  is  even  suspected  in  diplomatic  circles  here  that 
a  despatch  from  the  Berlin  cabinet,  in  the  sense  of  the  above-mentioned  article 
of  the  Prussian  semi-official  gazette,  has  been  sent  to  the  Prussian  envoy  here, 
but  has  not  yet  been  officially  communicated  to  the  imperial  government. 

The  language  held  by  the  Prussian  government  is  unquestionably  in  accord- 
ance with  that  manifesto. 

I  think  there  is  no  one  now  that  entertains  much  hope  of  peace.  Prussia 
and  Italy  appear  determined  to  accomplish  their  objects,  at  the  risk  of  war  if 
necessary. 

Whether  there  is  a  treaty  of  alliance  actually  signed  between  those  two 
powers  does  not  seem  a  very  vital  question.   It  is  an  alliance  which  makes  itself. 

gitized  by  VjOO'^ 
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I  suppose  no  one  could  doubt  that  if  Prussia  and  Austria  were  acttiallv  at  war, 
Italy  would  strike  a  blow  for  the  possession  of  Venice. 

llie  Austrian  five  per  cents,  have  fEdlen  within  a  week  from  57  to  51,  and  other 
stocks  in  the  same  proportion. 

•    The  agio  on  gold  hais  risen  four  or  five  per  cent,  in  the  same  interval. 
I  have  £e  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  172.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  May  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  write  only  a  few  lines  to  make  record  of  the  successive  steps  taken 
since  my  last  towards  the  impending  war. 

On  April  26th  two  communications  were  made  by  the  Austrian  to  the  Prussian 
government.  Tjie  one  related  to  the  disarming  propositions,  and,  together  with 
the  negative  reply  to  it  on  account  of  the  Austrian  armaments  against  Italy,  has 
already  been  mentioned  by  me.  The  other  proposed  a  definite  solution  of  the 
question  of  the  duchies.     To  this  no  formal  answer  has  yet  been  returned. 

On  the  27th  April  Prussia  instructed  its  minister  at  Dresden  to  demand  ex- 
planations as  to  the  military  preparations  of  Saxony,  and  to  intimate  that  if 
they  were  not  satisfactory  Prussia  would  take  such  measures  as  she  might  con- 
sider necessaiy. 

On  the  29th  April  Saxony  replied  (by  a  note  from  its  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs to  its  envoy  at  Berlin)  that  its  measures  are  only  defensive  and  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  comply  with  such  decree  as  the  Bund  may  issue.  Article  XI  for- 
bids hostilities  between  members  of  the  Bund,  and  requires  them  all  to  submit 
theur  quarrels  to  its  decree.  What  Saxony  has  done  in  the  way  of  arming 
is  in  order  that  in  her  appeal  to  the  Diet  for  protection  against  Prussia,  she 
herself  may  not  be  found  a  defenceless  but  an  armed  member  of  the  confederation. 

This  reply  being  declared  unsatisfactory  by  Prussia,  with  the  announcen^ent 
that  she  would  now  carry  out  the  measures  threatened  by  her,  and  that  the  di- 
plomatic correspondence  was  closed,  the  Saxon  minister  at  Frankfort  made,  on 
the  5th  May,  this  motion  to  the  Diet : 

That  the  Diet  would,  without  delay,  resolve  to  demand  of  the  Prussian  gov- 
ernment that,  by  appropriate  declaration  on  its  part,  full  satisfaction  might  be 
given  to  the  Bund  in  regard  to  article  XI  of  the  act  of  confederation.  This 
motion  is  to  be  voted  upon  at  Frankfort  to-day,  (May  9.) 

It  is  understood  that  six  Prussian  corps,  amounting  in  all  to  220,000  men,  are 
nearly  ready  for  action. 

Thp  military  preparations  of  Austria  are  on  the  most  extensive  scale. 

It  is  expected  that  the  first  conflicts  in  the  north  will  be  for  the  possession  of 
Dresden. 

It  is  not  doubted  here  that  Italy  will  make  soon  an  attack. 

The  late  financial  measure  of  the  government  is  the  most  decisive  proof  of 
any,  perhaps,  as  to  the  imminence  of  the  war.  It  had  been  arranged  tnat  the 
bank  should  resume  specie  payment  at  the  end  of  the  current  year. 

The  government  has  now  decreed  that  bank  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one 
florin  and  five  florins,  now  in  circulation,  should  be  struck  from  the  books  of  the 
bank  and  become  government  notes,  for  which  the  government  is  responsible. 

This  will  amount  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  florins,  as  a  fund  to 
begin  the  war.     On  the  other  hand,  the  bank  has  a  right  to  issue  a  corresponding 
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amount  of  its  notes  in  twenties  and  larger  denominations.    Thus  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  may  be  added  to  the  cnrreuej  at  once. 

The  consequence  is  that  the  premium  on  gold,  which  two  months  ago  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  is  quoted  to-day  at  28,  and  is  rising  every  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  175.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  May  16, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  178,  of  date 
23d  April,  relative  to  German  affairs. 

Referring  to  my  No.  172,  of  date  of  9th  May,  I  have  to  state  that  the  vote 
taken  on  that  day  in  the  Diet  at  Frankfort  resisted  in  a  majority  of  ten  to  five 
for  the  motion  made  by  Saxony. 

The  next  step  will  probably  be  a  declaration  by  the  Bund  "that  Prussia  ie, 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Bund,  (Bundesbrachig,)  and  a  decree  to  enforce  article 
XI  against  her.  This  would  naturally  be  followed  by  the  occupation  of  Saxony 
by  the  troops  of  the  confederation  unless  Prussia  herself  should  anticipate  that 
movement.    In  either  case  it  would  be  the  beginning  of  war. 

The  accounts  thus  far  in  regard  to  the  position  of  Hanover  are  conflicting. 
At  the  above-mentioned  session  of  the  Diet  she  voted  with  the  majority  against 
Prussia.  This  is  supposed  to  have  somewhat  surprised  and  offended  that  power. 
Prussia,  in  consequence,  addressed  to  Hanover  a  summons  of  a  threatening  na- 
ture. Since  then  a  statement  needing  confirmation  has  appeared  that  a  treaty 
between  Hanover  and  Prussia  has  been  made  by  which  Hanover  receives  a 
guarantee  of  her  territory  and  promises  assistance  to  Prussia  in  the  coming 
war,  or  at  least  neutrality. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  Germany  shows  the  great  importance  of  Hanover  by 
reason  of  its  geographical  situation. 

Mecklenburg,  Electoral^  Hesse,  and  the  Hanse  Towns  voted  with  the  minority 
on  the  9th. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  German  part  of  the  impending  struggle,  much  depends 
on  the  attitude  of  the  southwestern  powers,  Wurtemberg,  Baden,  and  Bavaria. 

I  think  that  Austria  relies  with  confidence  on  their  support.  They  will,  no 
doubt,  faithfully  aid  in  carrying  out  the  decrees  of  the  Bund,  so  long  as  it  can 
be  said  to  exist.  But  should  Prussia  in  formal  terms  declare  the  Bund  as  no 
longer  existing,  it  would  seem  possible  that  the  southwestern  States  might  con- 
tent themselves  with  a  position  of  armed  neutrality  in  a  war  between  Austria 
and  Prussia. 

I  ascribe  no  very  great  importance  to  the  suggestions  of  a  congress  and  other 
forms  of  pacific  intervention. 

I  suppose  that  the  chief  re^ason  why  hostilities  have  not  begun  is  that  the 
military  preparations  are  not  fully  made. 

Only  those  who  have  access  to  the  military  councils  can  tell  how  soon  the 
war  will  open. 

For  some  days  placards  have  been  posted  in  the  streets  of  Vienna,  signed  by 
Prince  Colloredo,  stadtholder  of  Lower  Austria,  and  Dr.  Zelinka,  the  burgo- 
master of  Vienna,  calling  for  volunteers.  The  call  is  also  published  in  the 
official  gazette.  It  is  also  officially  announced  that  the  government  of  Austria 
will  adhere  to  the  declarations  of  the  congress  of  Paris  of  1856  and  abstain 
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from  seizing  merchant  vessels  of  the  enemy  and  their  cargoes  at  sea  as  good 
prize,  in  case  of  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

This  provision,  however,  has  no  relation  to  merchant  men  carrying  contra- 
band of  war,  or  endeavoring  to  break  a  lawful  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  179.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  May  30,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  179,  of  date 
April  30,  in  answer  to  my  No.  160,  concerning  the  impending  war  in  Germany. 

I  do  not  propose  to  write  a  despatch  to-day,  having  nothing  new  to  commu- 
nicate on  this  most  important  subject. 

Military  preparations  are  going  on  in  this  empire  with  as  much  zeal  as  ever. 
There  is  a  slight  improvement  on  the  exchange,  and  a  comparative  lull  in  the 
public  excitement,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  find  few  public  or  private  indi- 
cations here  of  faith  in  a  pacific  or  satisfactory  result  from  the  conferences  or 
conversations  about  to  be  held  in  Paris. 

I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that  the  eminent  personages  about  to  assemble  in 
that  capital  may  devise  some  means  of  substituting  a  just  and  permanent  peace 
for  the  impending  war.  How  that  is  to  be  done  I  confess  my  inability  at 
present  to  perceive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward.. 

No.  182.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna.  May  30,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  had  theJionor  to  receive  your  despatches  Nos.  181  and  182,  of 
30th  April  and  3d  May,  together  with  an  enclosure  of  the  copy  of  your  note  to 
the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  under  date  of  25th  April. 

I  much  regret  to  find  that  my  proceedings  in  the  first  days  of  April,  as  re- 
counted in  my  despatch  of  that  month.  No.  158,  have  not  met  your  approvaL 

As  the  subsequent' course  of  events  would  seem  to  take  from  those  personal 
proceedings  of  mine  any  public  importance,  I  should  consider  it  unbecoming 
and  improper  to  intrude  upon  your  time  with  vindications  or  explanations  of  my 
course.  I  venture  to  believe,  however,  that  if  you  would  bear  in  mind  that  my 
latest  despatches  then  received  from  you  wete  Nos.  167  and  169,  of  date  19tli 
March,  and  170,  of  date  20th  March,  your  judgment  of  my  course  might  per- 
haps be  less  unfavorable. 

My  object  at  the  time  of  the  above  mentioned  despatch  was  threefold :  first, 
to  lay  your  protest  textually  before  the  imperial  royl  government  without  loss  of 
time;  secondly,  to  furnish  authentic  and  f^cdnformation  as  to  ih^  extent  of  mili- 
tary aid  about  to  be  sent  out  of  these  dominions  for  the  government  of  the  Arch- 
duke Maximilian;  thirdly,  to  provide  you  with  a  clear  exposition  ^  the  rela- 
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tions  which  the  imperial  royal  goverment  considered  itself  to  be  maintaining  in 
Mexico.  The  last  branch  of  the  task  was  not  00  simple  as  the  two  first,  because 
much  time  was  likely  to  be  consumed  before  an  official  answer  to  an  official  note 
would  probably  be  received.  I  therefore  wrote  out  myself  at  once  what  I  under- 
stood to  be  the  position  in  which  the  Austrian  government  regarded  it-s  relations 
with  Mexico,  and  submitted  it  for  confidential  perusal  to  the  imperial  royal  mini^i;er. 

I  did  not  suppose  that  by  so  doing  I  was  identifying  myself,  still  less  the  United 
States  government,  with  those  views.  I  simply  thought  that  by  stating  their 
position  as  they  regarded  it  as  clearly,  faithfully,  and  strongly  as  it  could  be 
stated,  you  would  be  the  better  able  in  reply  to  deal  with  the  subject  in  the 
manner  you  thought  the  most  appropriate  and  thorough,  and  to  instruct  me 
accordingly. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  venture  respectfully  to  express  the  hope  that  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  my  own  part  in  this  grave  affair  yon  will  not  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  general  result. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WdshixgUm,  P.  G. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  184.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna  June  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  most  important  events  since  the  flate  of  my  last  despatch,  in  regard 
to  Oerman  affairs,  is  the  recent  statement  of  the  Austrian  government  at  the 
Germanic  Diet  on  June  2. 

By  this  declaration  the  imperial  royal  government  formally  transfers  to  the 
Bund  its  share  of  the  condominium  over  Schleswig-Holstein,  declares  its  inten- 
tion to  submit  to  such  decision  in  the  matter  as  the  Bund  may  take,  and  announces 
that  it  has  ordered  its  stadtholder  in  Holstein  to  summon  the  estates  (St&ude)  of 
that  duchy,  in  order  that  those  legal  representatives  of  the  territory  in  question 
may  decide  as  to  their  own  destiny. 

This  will  unquestionably  be  regarded  by  Prussia  as  a  renunciation  on  the 
part  of  Austria  of  the  Vienna  treaty  of  1864,  and  of  the  Gastein  convention  of 
the  following  year.  By  those  documents,  as  you  are  well  aware,  Austria  and 
Prussia  acquired  from  Denmark  the  joint  sovereignty  of  the  two  duchies,  or  at 
least  supreme  jurisdiction  over  them,  and  subsequently  arranged  for  a  separate 
and  provisional  administration  of  them,  without  any  impeachment  of  that  undi- 
vided sovereignty. 

Instead  of  Austria,  the  Bund  would  now  appear  invested — so  far  as  Austria  has 
the  power  to  confer  it — ^with  the  half  of  the  undivided  condominium.  To  the 
Bund  then  belong  the  privileges  and  the  responsibility  of  the  sovereignly  which 
Austria  renounces.  Among  those  responsibilities  is  the  necessity  of  preventing 
by  military  power  the  annexation  of  the  duchies  to  Prussia.  To  do  this  a  decree 
of  execution  by  the  Bund  against  Prussia  will  be  necessary.  This  will  be 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  against  Prussia,  in  which  war  Austria,  as 
well  as  the  other  German  states  of  Germany,  are  bound  to  take  part  in  obedience 
to  the  Bund.  Prussia,  on  the  other  hand,  intimated  at  the  above-mentioned  ses- 
sion of  the  Diet,  that  she  is  likley  to  declare  the  Bund,  as  at  present  constituted, 
incompetent  for  its  office,  and  to  take  this  legal  conviction  of  hers  as  a  basis  for 
future  action. 

If  this  be  a  threat  of  formal  secession  from  the  confederacy,  the  effect  of  such 
a  step  on  its  other  members  remains  to  be  seen,    It  is  possible  that  some  of  them 
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might  bold  the  permanent  league  to  be  thus  broken,  and  might  excuse  them- 
eelves  therefore  from  marching  to  execute  its  decree  against  Prussia.  Hanover 
and  other  small  northern  powers  might  thus  justify  themselves  in  neutrality. 
The  others,  if  they  took  the  field,  would  do  so,  not  as  allies  of  Austria,  but  only 
as  members  of  the  Bund.  And  the  Bund  moves  slowly.  Meantime  there  is  an 
Austri&n  brigade  in  Holstein  and  the  Austrian  stadtholder  is  ordered  to  summon 
the  Holstein  estates.  Tliose  estates  will  vote  for  the  prince  of  Augustenburg  as 
their  sovereign.  But  the  very  beginning  of  the  quarrel  was  the  Prussian  de- 
spatch of  January  26,  complaining  of  the  Augustenburg  intrigues,  by  permission 
of  Austria,  as  an  unpardonable  offence. 

The  first  blow  would,  therefore,  seem  most  likely  to  be  struck  in  Holstein, 
and  indeed  it  is  already  known  in  Vienna  that  Prussia  means  at  once  to  move 
troops  into  Holstein.  She  has  announced^  as  I  am  informed,  that  she  goes  there 
not  as  an  enemy,  but  in  exercise  of  her  right  as  joint  sovereign.  A  autu  be/H 
would,  therefore,  seem  almost  found. 

Austria  justifies  her  course  in  regard  to  the  Vienna  treaty  and  the  Gastein 
convention  by  the  manifest  intention  of  Prussia  to  carry  out  her  annexation 
schemes  by  force  of  arms,  by  the  fruitlessness  of  all  efforts  hitherto  made  by 
the  imperial  royal  government  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  that  of  Prussia, 
and  by  the  fact  that  Prussia  had  ''  not  shrunk  from  the  lamentable  decision  to 
rely  upon  the  assistance  of  foreign  enemies  of  the  Austrian  empire"  in  bringing 
the  question  of  the  dnchips  to  the  solution  by  force. 

It  may  be  noticed  in  passing  that  the  document  here  speaks  of  an  alliaQce  of 
Prussia  not  with  one  foreign  enemy  but  with  enemies  in  the  plural. 

('*  Und  trat  selbst  nicht  vor  dem  beklazenswerthen  Entschlusze  Zurtick  sich 
auf  die  Hilfe  auswftrtiger  Gegner  des  Kaiserstaates  zu  stiitzen.'') 

Who  besides  Italy  is  the  otheiP  foreign  ally  of  Prussia  in  the  opinion  of  the 
imperial  royal  government  ?     The  question  seems  a  pregnant  one. 

''  Threatened  on  two  sides,  and  not  knowing  whether  to  expect  the  first  attack 
in  the  north  or  the  south,*'  Austria  proceeded  to  declare  to  the  Bund  on  this  same 
occasion  that  **  she  was  in  arms  to  hold  her  own,"  (um  das  seinige  zu  behanpten.") 
Such  being  the  cause  of  her  arming,  she  declare  that  the  conditions  precedent  to 
her  return  to  a  peace  footing  might  be  easily  deduced. 

This  plain  declaration,  together  with  the  language  of  the  imperial  royal  cabinet 
in  accepting  on  the  following  day  (June  3)  the  invitation  to  the  proposed  con- 
ference at  Paris,  seems  to  make  the  position  of  Austria  as  dear  as  words  can  make 
it.  She  accepts,  with  the  presupposition  (voranssetzung)  that  "no  combinations 
are  to  be  proposed  at  the  conference  giving  to  any  one  of  the  invited  powera  any 
extension  of  territory  or  increase  of  power." 

In  short,  Austria  solemnly  declares  that  she  means  to  hold  her  own  and 
oppose  the  territorial  aggrandizement  of  either  Prussia  or  Italy. 

Yet  there  are  those  who  believe,  or  who  pretend  to  believe,  that  the  coming 
conferences  (if  they  take  place)  are  to  effect  a  pacification. 

I  doubt  whether  there  are  many  such  believers  at  present  in  this  empire. 

Austria  is  invited  to  confer  upon  the  Schleswig-Holstein  Question,  the  reform 
of  the  Bund,  and  upon  that  which,  by  a  not  very  graceful  euphonism,  is  de- 
scribed in  the  invitation  as  the/' Italian  diffBrenee/'  ("defferand  Italien.") 

It  was  known  that  if  the  phrase  "  Venetian  question"  had  been  used,  Austria 
would  have  simply  replied  that  she  know  no  such  question. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  Bund  reform,  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  consider 
projects  of  that  sort  as  fit  matter  at  present  for  international  debate  at  Paris. 

So  far  as  Schleswig-Holstein  is  concerned,  Austria  has  now  turned  that  sub- 
ject over  to  the  Bund. 

What,  then,  has  she  to  do  at  a  conference  ? 

Certainly  the  steady  tramp  of  regiment  after  regiment  through  the  streets  of 
Vienna  to  the  northern  railway — a  daily  spectacle,  which  has  been  exhibited 
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now  for  many  week&— does  not  look  much  like  peace.    Neitker  does  tke  official 

Enblication,  on  the  3d  of  June,  of  two  imperial  edicts,  the  one  suspencTtng  the 
iwB  secaring  personal  security  and  household  rights  in  all  the  southern  portion 
of  the  empire,  (Lombardo-Venetian  kingdom,  Illyria,  South  Tyrol,  Dalmatia;) 
the  other  empowering  the  commander-in-chief  (Benedek)  of  the  northern  army 
to  take  the  same  measures  at  his  discretion  throughout  the  territory  under  his 
command,  and  to  declare  martial  law,  seem  to  indicate  much  hope  of  a  pacific 
solution. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  Austria  has  now  at  least  500,000  regular  troops 
in  marching  order,  ready  for  action,  besides  garrisons,  reserves,  and  veterans. 
Of  these,  nearly  350,000  are  massed  near  the  Prussian  frontier. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  whole  of  the  Prussian  army  is  said  to  be  mobilised, 
and  the  numbers  are  stated  as  high  as  460,000. 

The  enormous  expense  of  these  armaments  is  in  itself  a  reason  why  the 
public  feeling,  (in  this  empire,  at  least,)  after  having  been  for  a  long  time  most 
pacific,  seems  now  completely  changed. 

The  sooner  the  inevitable  is  met  the  better  for  all,  appears  16  be  the  prevail- 
ing thought. 

I  should  be  far  from  speaking  of  the  proposed  conference  as  a  great  publicist 
once  spoke  of  the  congresses  of  Soissons  and  of  Oambray,  as  "  a  tedious  farce 
acted  on  the  political  theatre,  in  which  the  principal  performers  were  less 
desirous  of  coming  to  an  accommodation  than  of  appearing  to  desire  it.'* 

Doubtless  there  is  a  very  sincere  desire  for  peace  felt  by  many  of  the  govern- 
ments engaged  in  the  coming  con^rence.  I  doubt,  however,  if  a  serious  expect- 
ation of  a  pacific  result  is  felt  by  any  of  them. 

The  parties  to  the  game,  in  case  it  should  be  played,  will  more  or  less  show 
their  hands,  and  a  shrewd  guess  will  be  possible  as  to  the  combinations  for  the 
coming  war. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  understanding  there  may  be  between 
France  and  other  powers,  but  that,  I  suppose,  is  for  the  present  past  finding  out. 

I  should  doubt,  however,  whether  there  was  a  very  cordial  feeling  between 
this  government  and  that  of  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr:  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  188.]  Lbqation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  June  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  herewith  a  careful  translation  of  the  imperial  manifesto  pub* 
lished  day  before  yesterday,  regarded  as  a  declaration  of  motives  and  purposes 
by  an  emperor  to  his  subjects  when  entering  upon  what  is  likely  to  be  one  of 
the  most  eventful  struggles  of  modem  history.  The  document  will  strike  you, 
no  doubt,  as  well  worded,  dignified,  and  worthy  of  the  solemn  occasion. 

It  will  have,  of  course,  met  your  eye  long  before  this  despatch  can  reach  you ; 
as  I  have,  however,  endeavored  to  keep  you  informed,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
of  the  gradual  steps  towards  the  war,  ever  since,  in  my  despatch  oi  March  20, 1 
stated  my  inability  to  imagine  how  war  could  be  averted,  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  insert  this  important  state  paper  in  our  correspondence. 

It  sums  up  the  case  for  Austria  lucidly  and  energetically,  and  seems  to  leave 
but  little  to  be  said  on  that  side.  C^ooalp 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  despatch,  the  vote  of  the  Bund,  bj^^l^fe  VsixTW  ^it 
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the  Band  army  in  motion  against  Prnssia,  as  the  peace  breakers,  has  been  an- 
nounced, and  PruB<»ia,  declaring  that  vote  illegal,  has  formally  seceded  from  the 
Bund,  has  offered  its  alliance  to  Saxony,  Electoral  Hesse,  and  Hanover,  and  on 
their  refusal  has  invaded  and  occupied  the  territory  of  those  powers. 

The  telegraph  this  morning  brings  us  the  news  of  the  occupation  of  Leipzig 
and  Dresden  by  the  Prussian  army  of  the  Elbe.  Its  army  of  the  Oder,  under 
the  crown  prince,  defends  Silesia.    A  battle  is  considered  imminent  in  Saxony. 

I  must,  however,  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  it  would  be  mere  affecta- 
tion for  me  to  attempt  to  send  military  intelligence. 

The  plans  and  movements  of  the  Austrian  commander-in-chief  are  kept  scru- 
pulously secret.  Permission  to  the  foreign  military  attach6s  to  go  to  headquarters 
has  been  courteously  refused,  and  the  newspapers  are  prevented  at  present  from 
furnishing  authentic  military  intelligence. 

I  should  say,  as  nearly  as  I  can  inform  myself,  that  the  Austrian  army  of  the 
north  numbers  360,000  fighting  men,  and  that  it  means  to  take  the  offensive,  and, 
if  possible,  capture  Berlin. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  should  guess  the  opposing  army  of  Prussia  to  be  larger 
than  that  of  the  Austrian  northern  army,  and  that  it  means,  if  possible,  to  hold 
the  celebrated  line  of  the  river  Main,  thus  occupying  those  Oerman  states 
which  lie  between  its  own  western  and  eastern  possessions,  and  to  neutralize  the 
contingents  to  the  Bund  army  of  those  powers. 

The  Kings  of  Hanover*  and  Saxony  and  the  elector  of  Hesse  have  already 
left  their  respective  dominions,  which  for  the  time  are  mainly  in  the  power  of 
Prussia,  together  with  the  coveted  duchies  jof  Schleswig  and  Holstein. 

The  war  thus  opens  with  a  considerable  apparent  advantage  secured  by  Prus- 
sia, through  promptness  and  energy  of  action ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  Austria  is  preparing  a  great  movement,  combined  with  the  forces 
of  the  powers  faithful  to  the  Bund.  The  result  of  a  general  battle  in  Saxony 
on  a  great  scale  might,  if  decidedly  favol'able  to  Austria  and  the  Bund,  force  the 
Prussians  from  Dresden,  and  even  open  the  road  to  Berlin.  But  such  specula- 
tions on  my  part  are  idle  and  superfluous.  I  shall  only  add  that  the  Band  has 
formally  declared  itself  indissoluble.  This  means,  of  course,  its  intention  to  coerce 
Prussia  back  into  the  Bund. 

But  the  difference  between  our  own  civil  war  and  the  opening  civil  war  in 
Germany  strikes  the  eye  at  once. 

The  German  Bund  is  a  confederacy,  a  league  of  sovereigns,  not  an  incorpora- 
tion. It  never  pretended  to  be  a  union.  Its  foundation  is  a  treaty  between 
mouarchs,  not  a  law  laid  down  by  a  sovereign  people. 

It  was  never  disputed  that  those  princes,  emperors,  kings,  or  dukes,  who  have 
for  centuries  exercised  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  coining  money,  main- 
taining armiea  and  navies,  regulating  foreign  commerce  and  holdiug  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  foreign  powers,  were  as  sovereign  as  it  was  possible  to  be. 
Their  sovereignty  is  a  fact,  not  a  phrase.  As  independent  sovereigns  they  have 
bound  themselves  together  by  a  league.  As  they  declared  it  perpetual,  those 
faithful  to  the  Bund  have  a  legal  right  to  carry  on  war  against  those  members 
who  violate  their  faith  to  it. 

Prussia  may  be  proceeded  against,  therefore,  as  a  peace  breaker,  as  a  violator 
of  treaties,  by  those  who  consider  her  guilty  of  those  offences. 

1*0  speak  of  her  as  a  rebel  would  be  a  mere  abuse  of  language.  It  would  be  to 
confound  things  essentially  different,  quite  as  much  so  as  it  was  for  those  States 
of  America,  some  of  which  had  never  possessed  the  attribute  of  sovereignty, 
while  othei's  had  voluntarily  divested  themselves  thereof  on  accepting  the 
constitution  of  '87,  to  claim  sovereignty  and  independence,  which  they  could 
only  achieve  by  successful  rebellion  against  legal  authority. 


"Since  contradicted  as  regards  the  King  of  Hanov^. 


Googk 
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Whatever  be  the  result  of  the  war,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  witnoM  the  return 
of  Prussia  to  what  has  been,  since  1S15>  called  the  Grermanic  confederation. 
But  these  considerations  are  so  obvious  that  I  ought  to  ask  pardon  for  dwelling 
on  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remam,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtant  D.  G. 


[Translation.] 
IMPERIAL  MANDf^ESTO. 

To  MT  People  :  In  the  midst  of  the  work  of  peace  that  I  undertook  in  order  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  a  constitutional  form,  which  should  strengthen  the  unity  and  position  as  a 
power  of  the  whole  empire,  and  secure  to  the  separate  proTinces  and  peoples  their  free  iaterior 
development,  my  duty  as  ruler  has  compelled  me  to  ceX\  my  whole  army  into  the  field. 

On  tne  frontiers  of  the  realm  in  north  and  south  stand  the  armies  of  two  allied  armies,  in 
the  intention  of  shaking  Austria  in  its  position  as  a  European  power.  To  neither  of  them 
has  heen  given  on  my  part  a  motive  for  war. 

To  keep  the  hlessings  of  peace  for  my  peoples,  I  have  always  regarded,  the  Omniscient  God 
is  my  witness,  as  one  of  my  first  and  most  holy  duties  as  ruler,  and  have  striven  £»ithfully 
to  fulfil  it. 

One  of  the  two  hostile  powers,  however,  rei^uires  no  pretext ;  greedy  for  the  rohbing  of 
a  part  of  my  realm  the  first  favorable  opportumty,  is  a  sufficient  cause  for  war. 

Allied  with  the  Prussian  troops  which  now  stand  against  us  as  enemies,  a  portion  of  my 
brave  and  faithful  army  marched  two  ;^ears  ag^  to  the  shores  of  the  North  sea. 

I  entered  into  this  armed  alliance  with  Prussia  in  order  to  maintain  the  rights  of  treaties, 
to  protect  a  threatened  Oerman  brother  race,  to  confine  the  misfortune  of  an  inevitable  war 
within  its  narrowest  limits,  and  in  the  most  intimate  connection  of  the  two  great  powers  of 
central  Europe,  to  whom  especially  the  duty  of  mapitaining  Earopean  peace  is  confided,  to 
gain  for  the  welfare  of  my  empire,  of  Germany  and  of  Europe,  such  a  lasting  security  for 
peace. 

I  sought  no  conquests ;  unselfish  in  the  concluding  of  the  alliance  with  Prussia,  I  strove 
also  at  uie  peace  of  Vienna  for  no  advantages  for  myself.  Austria  has  no  responsibility 
for  the  dark  series  of  unhappy  complications  which,  bad  Prussia  been  equally  unselfish, 
could  never  have  arisen,  which,  haa  she  been  equally  faithful  to  the  Bund,  would  have  been 
arranged  in  one  moment. 

They  were  called  forth  by  the  desire  to  realize  selfish  purposes,  and  were,  therefore,  insolv- 
abiC  by  my  government  in  a  peaceful  manner. 

Thus  the  gravity  of  the  situation  steadily  increased. 

Even  when  warlike  preparations  were  manifestly  going  on  in  both  the  hostile  states,  and 
an  understanding  between  them,  which  could  have  no  olner  object  than  a  combined  attack 
upon  my  empire,  became  every  day  clearer,  I  persisted  in  peace,  conscious  of  mv  duty  as 
ruler,  and  ready  for  every  concession  that  might  be  compatible  with  honor,  and  with  the 
welfiare  of  mv  peoples. 

As  I  found  that  a  further  delay  would  endanger  the  effective  defence  against  hostile  as- 
saults, and,  consequently,  the  security  of  the  monarchy,  I  was  obliged  to  resolve  upon  the 
heavy  sacri£ces  which  are  inseparable  from  warlike  armaments. 

The  assurauces  of  my  love  of  peace  given  to  my  peoples,  the  repeated  declarations  of  my 
readiness  to  simultaneous  disarming  on  all  sides,  were  answered  by  Prussia  with  counter  im- 
putations, the  acceptance  of  which  would  have  been  the  abandonment  of  the  honor  and 
safety  of  my  empire.  ^ 

Prussia  demanded  the  fhll  previous  disarming,  not  only  against  henelf,  but  also  against 
the  hostile  power  standing  against  me  on  the  border  of  my  empire  in  Italy,  for  whose  peaceful 
intentions  no  guarantee  was  offered  or  could  be  offered. 

All  negotiation  with  Prussia  re^rding  the  questions  of  the  duchies  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  a  solution  of  this  question  such  as  is  demanded  by  the  dignity  of  Austria,  the  law 
and  interests  of  Germany  and  of  the  duchies  in  understanding  with  Prussia,  in  its  now 
openlv  manifested  policy  of  violence  and  conquest,  is  not  to  be  attained.  The  negotiations 
were  broken  off,  the  whole  matter  laid  before  the  Bund  for  its  decision,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Bund  were  at  once  summoned.  The  threatening  appearances  of  war  caused 
the  three  powers,  France,  England,  and  Russia,  to  issue  invitations  to  my  government  for 
participation  in  common  deliberations,  the  object  of  which  should  be  the  maintenance  of 
peace.  My  government,  in  harmony  with  my  intention  to  maintain  peace  for  my  peoples, 
if  it  were  possible,  did  not  refuse  its  participation,  but  annexed  to  its  consent  the  precise  as- 
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sumption  dial  public  European  law  and  exisUnjr  treaties  should  fix  the  point  of  departure 
for  these  mediatory  attempts,  and  that  the  participating:  powers  should  pursue  no  special 
interests  to  the  detriment  or  the  European  equilibrium,  and  of  the  rifj^hts  of  Austria. 

If  the  attempt  of  peace  deliberations  was  at  once  wrecked  on  these  natural  preliminary 
conditions,  the  proof  is  thus  afforded  that  the  deliberations  themselves  could  never  have  led 
to  the  maintenance  and  confirmation  of  peace. 

The  latest  events  prove  indisputably  that  Prussia  now  publicly  places  might  before  right 

In  the  right  and  honor  of  Austria,  in  the  right  and  honor  of  the  whole  Oerman  nation, 
Prussia  saw  no  longer  a  limit  for  its  fatally  mounting  ambition;  Prussian  ti oops  marched 
into  Holstein ;  the  assembly  of  the  estates  summoned  by  the  imperial  stadtholder  was  forcibly  * 
prevented ;  the  governmental  power  in  Holstein,  which  the  peace  of  Vienna  had  conferred  on 
Austria  and  Prussia  jointly,  was  claimed  exclusively  by  Prussia,  and  the  Austrian  occupying 
force  compelled  to  yield  to  tenfold  superior  power. 

When  the  German  Bund,  recognising  an  arbitrary  violation  of  treaties,  voted  on  motion  of 
Austria  the  mobilization  of  the  Bund  troops,  Prussia,  who  so  willingly  vaunts  itself  the  pro- 
tector of  German  interests,  completed  we  ruinous  course  upon  which  she  had  begun. 
Tearing  in  pieces  the  national  bond  of  the  Germans,  she  declared  her  secession  from  the 
Bund,  demanded  of  the  German  governments  the  acceptance  of  a  so-called  plan  of  reform 
which  realized  the  division  of  Germany,  and  proceeded  with  military  violence  against  the 
sovereigns  faithful  to  the  Bund. 

Thus  has  the  most  woeful  of  all  wars,  of  Germans  against  Germans,  become  inevitable. 

To  answer  for  all  the  miserv  that  it  will  bring  upon  individuals,  families,  countries  and  prov- 
inces, I  summon  those  who  nave  brought  it  on  before  the  judgment  seat  of  history,  and  of 
the  Eternal  Almighty  God. 

I  go  forward  to  the  conflict  in  the  confidence  that  a  just  cause. gives,  in  the  consciousness 
of  might  which  lies  in  a  great  empire  where  prince  and  people  ara  nlled  with  but  one  thought, 
the  good  right  of  Austria,  with  fresh,  full  courage,  at  the  sight  of  my  brave  arm^  all  equipped 
for  battle,  and  building  the  wall  against  which  the  power  of  Austria's  enemies  will  break 
itself,  at  the  sight  of  my  true  peoples,  who,  resolved  and  united,  are  looking  up,  ready  for 
sacrifices,  to  me. 

The  pure  flame  of  patriotic  enthusiasm  is  glowing  everywhere  and  equally  through  the 
wide  territories  of  my  empire ;  joyfully  have  the  summoned  warriors  hastened  into  the  ranks 
of  the  army  ;  volunteers  are  pressing  forward  for  military  service  *,  the  whole  arms-bearing 
population  of  the  provinces  most  threatened  b  girding  itself  for  the  contest,  and  the  most 
noble  spirit  of  selt-devotion  is  hastening  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  and  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  army. 

But  one  feeling  pervades  the  inhabitants  of  my  kingdom  and  provinces,  the  feeline  of  a 
common  fellowship,  the  feeling  of  might  in  unity,  and  the  feeling  of  resentment  at  sudi  un- 
exampled violation  of  laws. 

Doubly  does  it  pain  me  that  the  work  of  compromise  and  agreement  upon  internal  con- 
stitutional questions  has  not  made  such  progress  as  to  enable  me,  in  this  earnest  but  inspir- 
iugmoment,  to  summon  the  representatives  of  mv  peoples  around  my  throne. 

Wanting  this  support  of  m^  throne  now,  my  duty  as  ruler  is  the  more  clear,  my  resolve 
the  firmer  to  insure  it  for  all  future  time  for  my  empire. 

We  shall  not  stand  in  this  struggle  alone. 

Germany's  princes  and  peoples  know  the  danger  which  threatens  their  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, on  the  part  of  a  power  Mi^ose  conduct  is  guided  alone  by  the  self-seeking  plans  of 
a  reckless  love  of  aggrandizement;  they  know  what  a  shield  for  their  highest  treasures,  what 
a  support  for  the  power  and  integrity  of  tlie  whole  German  fatherland,  they  find  in  Austria. 

As  we  stand  in  arms  for  the  most  sacred  possessions  which  peoples  have  to  defend,  so  do 
our  German  brothers  of  the  Bund. 

The  arms  have  been  forced  into  our  hands.  So  be  it !  Now  that  we  have  grasped  them, 
we  will  not  and  cannot  lay  them  down  before  a  free  inner  development  is  secured  to  my 
empire  and  to  the  German  states  allied  with  it  until  their  political  position  is  once  more 
established — firm  foundations. 

Upon  our  unity,  our  strength,  let  not  confidence  and  hope  repose  alone.    I  place  them 


upon  a  higher  power,  the  ^mighty  and  ^st  God,  whom  my  nouse,  from  its  origin,  has 
ever  served ;  who  does  not  forsake  those  vmo  in  righteousness  do  not  forsake  Him. 
To  Him  I  will  pray  for  support  and  for  victory,  and  I  summon  my  peoples  to  do  it  with  me* 
Given  at  my  residence,  in  the  capital  city  of  my  empire,  Vienna,  on  June  17th,  lb66. 

FRANCIS  JOSEPH. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  189. 1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  June  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Nos.  183  to  187,  incln- 
sive,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  note  of  April  25,  to  the  Mar^nia  de  Mdntholon. 
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I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  commanieatioa  of  this  very  important  and  interest- 
ing document,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  my  sincere  gratification  that  my 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  volunteers  for  Mexico  have  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  President. 

Meantime,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  State,  Washtngion,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley, 

No.  194.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  your  interesting  despatch  of  June  13, 
No.  187,  in  which  the  posture  of  afiPairs  between  Austria  and  Prussia  at  that  date 
is  concisely  and  clearly  described.    I  shall  await  with  much  interest  your  account 
of  subsequent  important  events  which  may  have  taken  place. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser^^ant. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  191.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  July  3,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  No.  189,  of  date  June 
9,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  communication  of  the  imperial  royal  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  in  relation  to  the  volunteers  enlisted  for  Mexico,  has  been  received 
by  the  President  with  sincere  satisfaction.  1  did  not  fail  to  communicate  at  once, 
in  a  note  to  Count  Mensdorff,  the  substance  of  your  despatch,  expressing  your 
cordial  appreciation  of  the  just,  friendly,  and  liberal  proceedings  of  the  Austrian 
government  to  the  United  States  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  and  your 
assurance  of  reciprocal  good  will  and  friendship  cherished  in  the  United  States 
for  the  government  and  people  of  Austria. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  193.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  July  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  thus  far  not  attempted  to  write  to  you  of  military  events,  which 
absorb  the  thoughts  of  every  one  in  this  empire. 

The  reason  is  obvious.  Such  daily  accounts  as  reach  us  here  from  the  seat 
of  war  are  made  public  all  over  the  world  at  the  same  time.  Thus  you  receive 
through  the  official  telegrams  much  later  accounts  thaii  it  would  be  possible  for 
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Aathentic  intelligence  is  dealt  oat  very  eparinglj  and  with  great  caation  fi^m 
the  headqnarters  of  the  northern  and  sonthern  armj.  As  an  illustration,  let  me 
give  you  verbatim  what  has  just  been  officially  published  this  morning : 

**  KoNiOGRATZ,  July  3 — 10.30  p.  m, 

"  The  success  of  the  battle  delivered  to-day  between  Eoniggratz  and  Josefs- 
tadt  was  until  2  p.  m.  favorable  to  the  4^8trian  arms ;  after  this  time  the  enemy 
began  to  out  flank  us  and  to  force  us  back.  Headquarters  are  supposed  to  be  iu 
Swiniarck,  on  the  road  to  Hohenbruck." 

I  fear  that  these  meagre  lines  denote  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  battles  of 
modern  times,  and  a  repulse  of  the  imperial  army  from  the  whole  line  of  the 
Elbe.  Very  possibly  it  has  been  the  decisive  action  of  the  war.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  battle  may  be  renewed  to-day,  and  the  fortune  of  war  may  change. 
It  would  be  mere  a£fectation,  therefore,  to  write  a  despatch  filled  with  conjectures 
concerning  events  of  which  you  will  have  received  certainties  by  telegraph  before 
what  I  send  can  reach  you.  Of  the  past,  I  assume  that  the  details  of  the  battle 
of  Custozza  are  entirely  familiar  to  you.  This  very  decided  repulse  of  the 
Italian  army  occasioned  much  elation  here.  The  campaign  in  the  north,  however, 
has  thus  far  caused  extreme  (Repression.  The  Prussians,  besides  long  ago  making 
themselves  masters  of  the  El  be.  duchies,  have  occupied  Hanover,  Electoral  Hesse, 
and  Sazouy ;  have  entered  Bohemia  from  Saxony  and  Silesia,  gaining  success- 
fully, and  after  bloody  and  hotly-contested  engagements,  the  whole  line  of  the 
Iser  and  the  frontier  heights  of  Nacbod,  Skalitz,  Koniginhof,  Tjantenan,  and 
effecting  the  junction  of  their  two  great  armies,  that  of  the  Elbe  and  of  Sileeia, 
under  Prince  Frederic  Carl  and  the  Crown  prince,  respectively,  in  the  heart  of 
Bohemia. 

Since  July  1,  the  Austrian  army  has  been  concentrated,  as  I  understand  it, 
in  a  kind  of  isosceles  triangle,  Josefstadt,  Pardubitz,  Podiebrod,  its  base  resting 
on  the  Elbe,  defended  by  the  two  fortresses  Josefstadt  and  Koniggratz,  and 
with  a  railroad  along  two  sides. 

The  interior  of  the  triangle  being  thickly  sown  with  brooks,  meres,  and 
swamps,  seemed  to  make  a  very  strong  position.  On  the  other  hand,  the  way  of 
the  Prussians  was  quite  open  to  Prague,  and  it  was  expected  for  twenty-four 
hours  that  they  would  occupy  that  city,  which  would  have  been  abandoned 
without  much  resistance.  Had  they  done  so,  the  decisive  fighting  might  have 
been  deferred  for  some  time  longer,  and  it  would,  I  suppose,  have  been  necessary 
for  the  Austrians  to  have  come  out  for  the  offensive.  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  Pinissians  have  preferred  the  more  adventurous  policy,  and  have,  with  their 
united  strength,  attacked  the  whole  Austrian  army  of  the  north.  The  result, 
according  to  the  meagre  telegram  just  quoted,  is  that,  after  considerable  success 
during  the  first  half  of  the  day,  the  Austrians  have  been  forced  back,  and  their 
headquarters  removed  to  the  east  (left)  bank  of  the  Elbe. 

I  fear  that  there  is  a  fearful  tale  of  bloodshed  soon  to  be  told,  and  one's  heart 
aches  at  the  miseiy  which  yesterday *s  work  has  created.  There  is  hardly  a 
family  in  this  capital  some  of  whose  members  are  not  at  the  front,  either  in  the 
north  or  the  south. 

There  was  great  depression  felt  here  two  days  ago  at  the  result  of  the  prelimi- 
nary engagements.  The  loss  in  wounded  has  been  very  large,  and  the  Prus- 
sian needle-gun  is  admitted  to  be  a  most  effective  weapon,  superior  to  anything 
in  the  Austrian  army. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Austrian  artillery  and  cavalry  are  thought  better  than 
those  of  their  antagonists. 

The  original  plan  of  Marshal  Benedek  has  been  neutralized.  His  position  in 
the  north  of  Bohemia  was  intended  to  be  a  wedge,  forcing  the  two  Prussian  armies 
asunder  before  they  could  enter  Austrian  territory.  Despite  his  efforts,  they 
have  coalesced.  I  suspect  that  this  mishap  is  rather  due  to  political  than  to 
military  manoeuvring.  *^   • 
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From  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  object  of  Austria's  poliej  has  been  to 
secure  the  support  of  the  Bund.  This  support  could  only  be  obtained  by  putting 
Prussia  in  the  position  of  the  peace-breaker,  and  thus  bringing  against  her  the 
vote  of  execution. 

In  this,  Austria,  as  you  are  aware,  was  successM ;  but  meanwhile  Prussia  • 
has  occupied  Hanover  and  Saxony — most  substantial  advantages  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign.  It  was  doubtless  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Austrian  com- 
mander-in-chief thattheBund  army,  making  (on  paper)  some  150,000  men,  should 
march  from  the  west,  through  the  Thuringian  passes  and  Prussian  plains 
towards  Berlin,  to  the  rear  of  Prince  Frederic  Carl's  army,  while  Benedek 
with  the  Austrian  army  confronted  both  Prussian  armies  before  their  junction  ; 
but  unfortunately  the  Bund  army,  although  "mobilized,"  has  hitherto  abstained 
from  moving,  and  the  great  and  effective  diversion  upon  Berlin  has  not  been 
made;  moreover,  the  Hanoverian  army  has  been  obliged  to  lay  down  its  arme 
almost  in  sight  of  the  army  of  the  Bund. 

After  all,  therefore,  Austria,  by  its  straightforward  and  honest  policy  towards 
the  Bund,  has  thus  far  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  Saxon  army,  and  practi- 
cally only  the  armed  neutrality  of  Bavaria,  Baden,  and  Wurtemberg.  The  other 
German  powers  have  either  seceded  and  made  common  cause  with  Prussia,  or 
are  for  the  time  subjugated  by  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WtMhington^  D  C 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley. 

No.  195.]  •        Department  of  State, 

WashiTigton,  July  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  19th  of  June  has  been  duly  received.  I  think  it  is 
very  clear  now  that  the  civil  divisions  of  Germany,  as  they  have  heretofore  ex- 
isted, must  necessarily  be  modified  by  the  events  of  the  war.  I  thank  you  for 
the  pains  you  have  taken  in  keeping  the  government  so  well  advised,  and  I  shall 
look  with  deep  interest  for  your  further  communications. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  LoTHROP  MotleY;  Esq.,  ^ ,  ifc. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  193J.J  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  July  11,  ISee. 
Sir  :  When  I  was  writing  my  last  despatch.  No.  192,  of  July  4,*  no  one  in 
Vienna  was  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  military  disaster  which  had  befallen  this 
empire.  It  was  known  only  that  there  had  been  a  decided  repulse  near  Konig- 
gratz ;  yet,  before  my  despatch  had  left  the  post  office,  on  its  way  to  the  United 
States,  the  startling  news  of  the  utter  overthrow  and  flight  of  the  great  army  of 
the  north  was  spread  over  Europe. 

The  fact  sufficiently  illustrates  the  impossibility  of  my  conveying  fredh  intel- 
ligence of  current  events  to  you  by  post.  Even  now,  the  amount  of  the  loss  to 
the  imperial  army  can  only  be  guessed  at  ap^oximately.     No  official  reports 

.         _ — — — * 

•  Accidentally,  I  believe,  in  the  copy  July  3.  r^  i 
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have  been  published,  nor  have  the  numbers  of  the  imperial  army  in  Bohemia 
ever  been  authentically  stated. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  there  were  seven  corps  under  Greneral  Benedek, 
which  could  hardly  have  amounted  to  less  than  220,000  men,  besides  the  Saxon 
army  and  the  cavalry,  which  must  have  swelled  his  aggregate  force  to  260,000 
or  270,000.  As  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  his  army,  now  rallied  and  organized 
at  Olmutz,  does  not  exceed  150,000  men. 

The  Prussians  claim  to  have  taken  120  cannon  and  20,000  prisoners  in  the 
action  of  the  3d. 

The  active  campaigning  in  the  north  lasted  hardly  longer  than  ten  or  twelve 
days,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  war  is  already  finished.  Three  causes 
are  most  prominently  assigned  for'  the  terrible  misfortune  which  has  befallen 
Austria,  the  Bund,  Benedek,  and  the  breech-loading  rifle. 

Dependence  upon  the  Bund  has  paralyzed  the  action,  both  political  and  mili- 
tary, of  this  government,  from  first  to  last.  Previous  months  were  wasted  in 
putting  Prussia  in  the  wrong  before  the  Frankfort  Diet,  and  thus  securing  the 
vote  of  execution  against  her  as  the  peace-breaker,  while  the  advance  of  150,000 
Bund  troops  through  Thuringia  against  Berlin  was  undoubtedly  reckoned  upon 
by  the  commanding  general  as  a  leading  part  of  his  plan. 

Those  troops  never  moved,  never  lifted  a  finger  to  prevent  the  surrender 
of  the  Hanoverian  army,  and  the  vote  of  the  Diet  was  of  about  as  much  practical 
service  to  Austria  as  if  it  had  been  taken  at  a  college  debating  society. 

The  general-in-chief,  who  had  long  enjoyed  a  high  and  well-deserved  repata- 
tion  as  a  brave  and  patriotic  corps  commander,  now  finds  public  defenders  no- 
where, and  the  censures  of  his  strategy  are  loud  and  universal. 

As  to  the  needle-gun,  it  is  now  discovered,  too  late,  that  it  is  desirable  for 
armies,  however  brave  and  enduring,  to  be  provided  with  modern  improvements. 

The  Prussian  gun,  as  yon  are  aware,  was  reported  upon  to  the  United  States 
government  by  a  military  conmaission  before  our  war  against  the  rebellion  be- 
gan* It  was  used  by  the  Prussian  troops,  when  allied  with  Austria,  three  years 
ago,  in  the  Schleswig-Holsteiti  war.  The  American  Remington  rifle  has  been 
exhibited,  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  the  imperial  royal  government,  without 
success  ;  and  thus  Austria  went  into  this  tremendous  war  with  nothing  bat  moz- 
zle-loaders  against  Prussian  needle-guns. 

I  suppose  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  muskets  with  ramrods  will  be  as 
obsolete  as  bows  and  arrows. 

Certainly  the  advantage  in  weapons  has  seemed  to  make  the  Prussian  army 
comparatively  superhuman ;  yet  I  suppose  it  to  be  certain  that  the  Prussian 
gun  is  inferior  in  rapidity  of  firing  and  simplicity  of  meibanism  to  the  last  rifle 
used  in  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  gloom,  almost  amounting  to  despair,  which 
has  held  posession  of  this  city  and  the  whole  empire  ever  since  the  fatal  4th  of 
July,  when  the  disaster  was  first  revealed  in  its  full  extent — a  day  destined  to 
have  a  less  cheerful  sound,  alas  !  in  the  Austrian  fasti  than  iq  our  own. 

No  soldiers  have  ever  fought  with  more  reckless  bravery  than  the  imperial 
troops.  The  instanceaof  individual  heroism  and  self-devotion  have  been  mani- 
fold, but  the  army  was  outgeneraled,  outweaponed.  and  outflanked,  and  for  the 
last  seven  days  a  sickening  expectation  has  been  almost  universally  prevalent  of 
seeing  the  victorious  enemy  enter  Vienna. 

The  black  week  has,  however,  come  to  an  end,  and  a  singular  change  in  the 
situation  has  occurred.  You  are,  of  course,  already  aware  of  the  negotiationB 
with  France,  although  they  are  fresh  at  this  moment  A  single  word,  founded 
on  perfectly  authentic  information,  may  not,  however,  be  superfluous.  Austria, 
after  the  successful  battle  of  Cuitozza,  on  June  24,  conceived  the  thought  of 
ceding  by  treaty  Venetia,  which  she  bad  thus  proved  her  ability  to  hold  against 
force.     As  day  by  day  afterwards  it  became  more  and  more  evident  that  the 
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Bond  annj,  thougfa  voted  mobile,  was  not  likely  to  move,  while  the  Prussians 
were  advancing  from  one  success  to  another  in  the  north.  It  seemed  the  more 
desirable  to  liberate  the  splendid  southern  armj  under  Archduke  Albert  for 
service  in  Boliemia.  On  the  eventful  3d  of  July  the  oflfer  was  made  to  cede  * 
Venetia  to  France,  in  exchange  for  her  mediation  with  Italy.  The  negotiation 
lasted  during  the  4th.  France  agreed  to  accept  Venetia,  and  to  mediate  with 
Italy,  and  proposed  to  go  a  step  further,  and  mediate  with  Prussia.  This  was 
not  exactly  the  object  of  Austria,  who  wished  to  disengage  her  southern  army, 
in  order  to  re  enforce  Benedek's  defeated  troops ;  she,  however,  accepted  the 
proposition  of  France.  *  Meantime,  the  parallel  negotiations  between  the  com- 
mander of  the  Austrian  army  of  the  north  and  Prussian  headquarters  had  come 
t<)  nothing. 

The  war  at  this  moment  still  continues,  but  the  news  of  an  armistice  is- daily 
expected.  France  has  sent  General  Le  Boeuf,  aide-de-camp  of  the  Emperor,  as 
commissary,  to  take  possession  of  Venetia,  which  is  now  a  French  province ;  and 
a  French  fleet  is  on  its  way  to  Ancona  and  Venice.  Italy  is  to  receive  pro- 
vii«ional  possession  of  Verona,  and,  as  I  learn,  is  distinctly  informed  that  if  she 
invades  Austrian  territory,  she  will  find  herself  at  war  with  France. 

Prince  Napoleon  is  on  his  way  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Italian  King,  with 
information  to  the  same  effect. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  ambassador  at  Berlin  is  on  his  way  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  where  he  is  to  insist  upon  an  armistice, . 
and,  in  case  of  non-compliance  by  that  sovereign,  to  intimate  war  upon  the  part 
of  France,  and  an  immediate  occupation  of  the  Rhine  provinces. 

This  is  the  situation  at  the  present  moment.  The  answer  of  Prussia  cannot 
be  long  delayed.  If  she  accepts  the  armistice,  it  will  be  on  the  basis  of  uti  pos- 
'sidetU,  and  the  possessions  of  Prussia  are  formidable.  She  has  gained  in  her 
rapid  and  startling  campaign,  besides  Schles wig-Hols tein,  Hanover,  Electoral 
Hesse,  Saxony,  the  sovereigns  of  which  countries  are  either  in  prison  or  in 
exile,  and  Bohemia,  in  which  kingdom  her  united  armies  are  established,  while, 
in  its  capital,  tlie  imperial  city  of  Prague,  a  Prussian  garrison  is  quartered. 

With  such  a  basis  of  possession,  she  mny  well  go  into  an  armistice.     In  the 
negotiations  of  peace  to  follow,  she  will  be  likely  to  secure  practical  sovereignty 
over  Schleswig-Holstein,  Hesse-Cassel,  and  Hanover,  while  Italy,  conquered . 
at  Custozza,  will  owe  Venetia  to  victorious  Prussia,  although  forced  to  accept 
it  nominally  from  neutral  France. 

It  is  the  fashion  to  consider  this  form  of  transfer  an  immense  triumph  for  the 
^Emperor  of  the  French,  but  I  do  not  quite  perceive  the  force  of  the  reasoning^. 
History  will  record,  I  think,  that  the  separation  of  Venetia  from  Austria  was 
effected  on  the  3d  of  July,  at  the  battle  of  Sadowa-Koniggratz. 

So  far  as  I  can  comprehend  the  situation,  the  attempt  of  the  Prussians  to 
occupy  Vienna  would  oe  a  great  mistake.  They  would  leave  the  still  for- 
midable army  of  Benedek  at  Olmutz  on  their  rear  and  flank ;  they  would  find 
very  powerful  works  at  Florisdorff,  outside  Vienna,  to  prevent  their  crossing  the 
deep,  rapid,  and  dangerous  Danube,  and  they  would  be  exposed  to  the  advance 
of  Archduke  Albert's  army,  150,000  strong,  and  not  wanted  certainly  now  to 
defend  a  French  province  against  Italy,  which  is  expected  this  week  in  Vienna^ 

If,  however,  tney  advance  towards  Vienna  at  all,  they  would  seem  more 
likely  to  cross  the  Upper  Danube,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Linz,  leaving  the 
northern  army  for  away  on  the  left,  and  coming  down  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
river.  But  if  Austria  can  really  rely  on  the  alliance  of  France,  this  movement 
>vould  seem  like  madness.  There  is  still  suspicion  here  as  to  the  real  intention 
of  the  French  Emperor.  It  would  seem  probable  from  official  statements  that 
he  had  expected  both  German  powers  so  to  exhaust  themselves  in  a  long  campaign 
as  to  be  unable  at  its  close  to  confront  his  power  or  refuse  his  dictation.  The 
brevity  of  the  campaign  and  the  marvellous  success  of  Prussia  must  have  essea- 
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tially  dietnrbed  bis  calculations.  As,  however,  a  very  strong  military  power 
in  Central  Europe,  whether  called  Great  Prussia  or  Great  Germany,  is  con- 
sidered adverse  to  the  interests  of  France,  it  would  seem  to  be  his  obvious 
'policy,  with  the  assistance  of  Austria  and  Russia,  (which  power  is  now  said  to 
act  in  Jiarmony  with  France,)  to  check  the  ambition  ana  prevent  the  rapid 
expansion  of  Prussia,  before  it  becomes  even  a  greater  military  power  than 
France  itself. 

Meantime  Austria,  which  from  the  begiiming  of  these  transactions  has  been 
straightforward  and  sincere  in  her  'desire  to  avoid  war  and  to  remain  on  good 
terms  with  all  mankind,  has  been  the  victim  of  some  ancient  errors  and  of  many 
hostile  CO Jibinations.  Certainly  it  would  have  been  more  profitable  to  sell  her 
share  of  Schleswig-Holstein  for  the  thirty  millions  which  Prussia  would  have 
paid,  and  to  have  ceded  Venetia  to  Italy,  for  the  forty  million  pounds  sterling, 
which  I  believe  that  this  government  could  at  any  time  during  the  last  year 
have  guaranteed.  Such  transactions  were  not  considered  prudent  or  honorable, 
but  the  Elbe  duchies  and  the  ancient  Italian  oligarchy  have  at  last  obeyed  the 
laws  of  political  gravitation,  despite  the  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been 
poured  out  to  prevent  that  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  6ta(e,   Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  198. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

.     Vienna,  July  24,  1866. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  date  both  military  and  political  events  have  moved  rapidly 
towards  the  crisis. 

The  Prussian  army,  considered  as  one  great  whole,  occupies  all  Germany 
north  of  th6  river  Maine,  together  with  those  German  portions  of  the  Austrian  em- 
pire lying  north  of  the  Danube,  including  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  The  Prussian 
right  rests  on  Frankfort ;  the  extreme  left  almost  touches  Pressburg  in  Hun- 
gary. 

Resistance  on  the  part  of  the  7  th  and  8th  corps  of  the  Bund  army  (consisting  of 
the  troops  of  the  southwestern  states,  Baden,  Wurtemberg,  and  Bavaria,)  may  be 
goid  to  have  ceased.  A  practical  truce  exists  between  those  states  and  Prussia 
since  the  last  tombats  at  Kissingen  and  Aschaffeuburg,  and  the  occupation  of 
Frankfort  by  the  Prussians. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  army  now  menacing  Vienna,  consisting  of  the  two 
great  armies  of  Prince  Frederick  Carl,  and  of  the  Cix) wn  Prince,  now  united  under 
the  King  in  person,  occupies  that  great  plain,  some  twenty-five  miles  in  extent, 
watered  by  the  river  March,  a  tributary  to  tiie  Danube,  and  so  famous  in  mili- 
tary history  as  the  Marchfeld.  Here,  among  other  historical  and  eventfol 
conflicts,  were  fought  the  renowned  battles  of  Aspem  and  Wagram. 

The  headquarters  of  the  King  of  Prussia  are  now  at  the  castle  of  Nickolsbuig, 
(belonging  to  Count  MensdorflF,  imperial  royal  minister  of  foreign  affisiirs,)  about 
forty  English  miles  due  north  of  Vienna.  The  extreme  left  of  the  Prussian  army 
has  been  pushed  across  the  March,  and  is  close  to  Pressburg,  numbering,  it  is 
thought,  45,000  men.  The  centre  is  spread  out  over  the  Marchfeld  towards 
the  Danube,  and  amounts,  probably,  to  120,000  men.  The  extreme  right,  per- 
haps 60,000  strong,  is  under  conmiand  of  General  Herworth  Von  Bittenfeld,  and 
is  thought  to  be  directed  upon  Krems,  one  of  the  points  where  an  attempt  to 
force  the  Danube  has  been  expected. 

Of  course  these  estimates  of  numbers  are  founded  only  on  conjecture. 
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Tbe  Austrian  position  of  defence,  on  tbe  other  hand,  is  a  very  strong  one ;  if 
the  troops  were  sufficiently  numerous,  it  might  be  almost  deemed  impregnable. 

The  army  of  the  Danube,  as  the  united  forces  formerly  constituting  the  armies 
of  the  north  and  south  are  now  called,  is  under  supreme  command  of  field  mar- 
shal the  Archduke  Albert'.  Great  confidence  is  felt  in  the  archduke's  general- 
ship since  his  victory  over  the  Italians  at  Gustozza,  and  in  the  capacity  of 
his  chief  of  staff.  General  Von  John.  The  basis  of  the  line  of  defence  is  the  en- 
trenched camp  of.  Florisdorff,  just  opposite  Vienna,  on  the  opposite  or  left  bank 
of  the  Danube. 

From  the  height  of  Leopoldsberg,  a  hill  just  outside  the  city,  I  took  an  op- 
portunity, a  few  days  ago.  of  obtaining  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  camps'which  rest 
on  the  river  and  extend  across  the  plain.  Artillery  was  in  position  to  great 
amount  upon  the  works,  and  the  camp-fires  of  the  army  corps  of  General  Gab- 
beuz,  who  commands  at  Florisdorff,  and  who  has  much  distinguished  himself  in 
the  recent  campaign  in  Bohemia,  were  visible  all  over  the  low  meadows  and  on 
the  verge  of  the  woods  which  intersect  the  plain  in  various  directions. 

From  this  camp  as  a  centre,  the  army  stretches  from  Pressburg  in  Hungary 
to  beyond  Krems,  in  Upper  Austria,  an  extent  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty 
English  miles,  at  several  points  within  which  a  crossing  may  be  attempted  by  the 
Prussians. 

You  will  perceive  that  an  immense  force  is  needed  to  make  so  long  a  line  se- 
cure. 

Such  is  the  military  position,  and  such  it  has  been  since  my  last  date  of 
writing. 

There  has  been  much  marching  and  counter-marching  within  the  line  of  the 
Danube  during  the  past  week.  Vienna  is  like  a  camp.  Troops  are  quartered 
in  almost  every  house  in  the  capital  and  the  neighboring  villages ;  large  forces 
have  been  temporarily  encamped  in  the  pleasure  grounds  of  the  Prater ;  the 
town  palaces  of  great  nobles  and  their  chateaus  in  the  country  have  been  con- 
verted by  the  generosity  of  their  proprietors  into  hospitals  for  the  sick  and 
wounded ;  the  ladies  of  all  classes,  from  high-born  dames  to  those  of  humbler 
degree,  vie  with  each  other  in  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  suffering;  large 
contributions  of .  money  and  of  needful  articles  have  been  freely  made ;  volun- 
teers for  the  army  have  come  forward  in  considerable  numbers,  and  a  burgher 
guard  has  been  formed  to  supply  the  place  of  the  military  police  when  summoned 
to  take  part  in  the  hostilities  outside  the  town ;  and  there  is  a  very  general  re- 
solve that  Vienna  shall  do  its  part  manfully  in  the  defence  of  its  own  inhabitants, 
and  in  that  of  the  thousands  of  fugitive  families  who  have  flocked  hither  from 
the  surrounding  country  for  protection. 

This  praiseworthy  tone  of  the  public  mind  has  been  heightened  by  the  news 
of  the  remarkable  naval  victory  obtained  off  Lissa  on  the  19th.  Although  we 
are  as  yet  without  frill  details  of  the  engagement,  yet  it  seems  certain  that  this 
achievement  of  Admiral  Tegetthoff  will  be  accounted  by  all  men,  however  they 
may  vary  in  political  sentiment  and  sympathy  for  the  different  belligerents,  as 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  heroic  deeds  that  naval  history  records. 

According  to  accounts  published  here,  official  and  private,  the  twelve  iron- 
clads under  Admiral  Persano  numbered  316  guns  and  5,746  men.  On  the 
Austrian  side  were  seven  iron-clads,  with  185  cannon  and  2,530  men.* 

The  calibre  of  the  guns  .was  also  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Italians, 
the  Affondatore  having  alone  two  SOO-pounders. 

The  result  will  of  course  be  accurately  known  to  you  before  this  despatch 
arrives,  but  it  seems  certain  that  tbe  Italian  fleet,  afrer  its  ineffectual  bombard- 
ment of  Lissa,  has  been  badly  defeated  in  this  engagement,  with  a  loss  of  one 
iron-clad  frigate  and  one  iron-clad  gunboat,  while  the  Austrians,  although  losing 

•Of  course  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  theae  &i^iJ^  ^OOglC 
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two  very  distinguished  officerF,  Eric  of  EJint  and  Captain  Moll,  have  suffered 
comparatively  little  damage. 

The  news  of  this  affair  reached  ue  on  Sunday  last,  July  22. 

On  the  same  Sunday  morning  an  engagement  was  taking  place  between  the 
Austrian  army  and  the  advance  of  the  Prussian  left  wing,  at  Blumenan,  a  suburb 
of  Pressburg.  The  skirmish  was  gradually  growing  into  a  considerable  engage- 
ment, the  Prussians  having  been  repulsed,  and  falling  back  for  reinforcements, 
when,  in  the  midst  of  the  combat,  the  news  of  the  suspensioji  of  arms  for  five 
days,  beginning  at  noon  of  Sunday,  was  announced,  and  the  battle  was  suddenly 
terminated. 

It  is  qifite  possible  that  the  war  itself  may  have  thus  almost  dramatically  been 
brought  to  an  end,  and  that  these  are  the  last  shots  to  be  interchanged  between 
fellow-Germans  for  many  years  to  come.     God  grant  that  it  may  prove  so  ! 

You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  negotiations  have  been  steadily  continued  ever 
since  the  4th  of  July.  It  will  be  for  history  to  decide,  with  all  the  facts  before 
her,  whether  the  cession  of  Venetia  by  Austria  to  France  was  a  fortunate  con- 
ception or  a  merely  abortive  and  superfluous  complication.  Certainly  the  whole 
of  the  southern  army  of  Austria  was  not  disengaged  by  the  transaction  in  order 
to  be  employed  without  hesitation  against  the  Prussians,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
France  has  yet  accepted  the  cession  in  such  wise  as  to  take  the  kingdom  under 
her  protection,  to  decide  the  terms  of  its  eventual  transfer  to  the  King  of  Italy, 
or  to  interpose  her  flag  between  Austria  and  the  advance  of  her  southern  antag- 
onist. 

At  the  present  moment,  through  the  mediation  of  the  French  Emperor,  as  rep- 
resented by  his  ambassador  at  the  Prussian  headquarters  and  at  Vienna,  a  sus- 
pension of  arms  (waflTen  ruhe)  has  been  arranged  until  Friday  ne:jt,  27tli  July, 
between  Austria  and  Prussia.  It  is  hoped  that  this  suspension  of  arms,  will  be 
succeeded  by  an  armistice,  during  which  a  permanent  treaty  for  peace  will  be 
concluded.  Italy  will  probably  accede  to  the  suspension  of  arms,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  treaty  between  that  power  and  Prussia  forbids  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace  by  either  of  them  without  the  consent  of  the  other. 

Without  going  into  details  of  the  preliminary  conditions  to  a  pacification,  as 
to  which  there  will  be  public  knowledge  probably  before  this. can  reach  you,  I 
would  observe  that  the  instinctive  feeling  expressed  in  my  last  despatch,  No.  195, 
(July  17,)  is  much  strengthened  by  recent  events,  and  my  hope  is  firmer  than 
before,  that  the  war  approaches  its  end. 

There  are  many  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  but  I  have  never  believed  that 
among  them  was  a  fixed  determination  on  the  part  of  Prussia  to  dictate  peace 
at  Vienna,  and  to  hazard  the  possible  loss  of  what  she  has  already  gained,  if  she 
can  secure  her  enormous  advantange  without  further  bloodshed. 

A  glance  at  the  map  shows  that  she  has  already  in  her  possession  what  she 
has  so  long  aspired  to  with  a  steady  far-seeing  ambition — the  military  and  po- 
litical control  of  all  Germany  north  of  the  line  of  the  river  Main. 

At  this  moment,  whatever  future  developments  may  be,  there  are  no  "  sover- 
eigns" properly  so  called  in  Germany  save  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  the  Kings  of  Wurtemberg  and  Bavaria,  and  the  grand  duke  of  Baden. 
The  potentates  north  of  the  Main  line  have  either  apparently  accepted  the 
policy  of  Prussia,  or  have  left  their  dominions.  From  all  that  territory  now  gov- 
erned, influenced,  or  occupied  by  Prussia,  of  which  the  population  in  round 
numbers  may  be  stated,  including  the  whole  kingdom  of  Prussia,  at  thirty  mil- 
lions, delegates  will  probably  be  chosen  to  the  parliament  summoned  by  Prussia. 
The  plan  of  Prussia  is  unaerstood  to  require  the  renunciation  on  the  part  of 
the  sovereigns  above  the  Main  line  of  the  control  of  their  armies  and  of  their 
foreign  relations  in  favor  of  Prussia,  and  to  leave  the  other  departments  of  gov- 
ernment as  they  were. 

The  southwestern  states,  comprising,  with  the  German  population  of  Austria, 
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Bome  twenty  millions,  will  probably  form  a  separate  confederation,  together,  with 
or  without  the  exclusion  of  Austria,  It  is  understood,  I  believe,  that  Austria 
consents  to  her  '*  exclusion  from  the  Bund.''  As  the  *'  Bund"  has  ceased  to  exist, 
this  is  hardly  a  sacrifice  on  her  part ;  nor  can  I  believe  that  a  true  policy  should 
lead  her  to  struggle  against  the  inevitable  union  of  North  Germany  under  the 
supremacy  of  Prussia. 

That  difficulties  in  regard  to  claims  for  war  expenses  will  lead  to  a  renewal  of 
the  war  after  Friday,  I  cannot  believe.  More  grave  are  the  complications  in 
regard  to  those  sovereigns  who  have  been  dispossessed,  and,  for  the  time  at  least, 
dethroned,  by  their  adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  Bund,  or  more  properly  speak- 
ing, perhaps,  of  Austria. 

A  chivalrous  and  heroic  sense  of  honor  may  lead  Austrians  .to  renew  the  war, 
unless  the  Kings  of  Saxony  and  of  Hanover  are  restored  to  all  those  sovereign 
rights  enjoyed  by  them  befoire  the  war.  This  I  doubt  if  Prussia  will  concede, 
and  the  war  party  in  Austria,  still  very  powerful,  may  gain  the  upper  hand. 

The  army  victorious  in  the  south,  under  their  popular  chieftain,  the  Archduke 
Albert,  and  having  fought  in  the  north  with  remarkable  although  unfortunate 
valor,  is  united  to  a  man  in  a  desire  to  renew  the  conflict  and  obtain  revenge 
for  past  defeats.  As  it  is  believed,  however,  that  Prussia,  although  in  actual  pos- 
session of  such  large  portions  of  the  Austrian  empire,  is  not  disposed  to  appro- 
priate any  part  of  them,  I  remain  strong  in  the  hope  that  peace  on  the  basis  of 
ner  territorial  integrity  (excepting  of  course  the  cession  of  the  kingdom  of 
Venetia  to  Italy)  will  now  be  concluded  by  Austria. 

I. have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JX)THROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  X>.  C 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  201.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  August  1,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatches  Nos.  193,  194,  of  July 
2d,  and  No.  195  of  6th  July. 

Since  my  last  of  July  24th,  the  peace,  which  at  that  date  seemed  extremely 
probable,  may  be  considered  as  assured. 

The  telegraph  will  have  probably  informed  you,  long  before  this  despatch 
comes  to  hand,  of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  and  of  all  its  details. 

It  is  idle  for  me  to  attempt  to  convey  news.  It  is  indeed  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  me  to  assume  as  facts  much  that,  strictly  speaking,  belongs  to  the  fu- 
ture, and  is,  therefore,  comparatively  uncertain,  in  order  that  what  I  write  may 
not  seejft  utterly  antiquated  before  it  is  read.  By  so  doing,  however,  I  run  the 
risk  of  inaccuracy  in  many  details. 

At  this  present  moment  an  armistice  exists  between  Austria  and  Prussia,  to 
expire  at  the  end  of  August.  There  is  a  "  suspension  of  arms"  between  Aus- 
tria and  Italy  on  the  2d  of  August  An  armistice  for  three  weeks  has  just  been 
signed  between  Prussia  and  Bavaria. 

General  Manteuffel  has  plenary  powers  to  negotiate  separately  on  the  part  of 
Prussia  with  Wurtemberg  and  with  Baden ;  moreover  a  convention  of  peace  pre- 
liminaries has  already  been  signed  and  ratified  between  Austria  and  Prussia. 

Such  are  the  facts  as  they  exist  at  this  day ;  yet  it  is  safe  to  consider  the 
whole  war  in  Europe  as  ended.  Although  the  provisions  of  the  preliminary 
convention  have  not  been  officially  published,  there  is  probably  no  mystery 
about  them.  ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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Prassia  ia  actually  sovereign  of  all  Germanj,  save  the  kiogdoms  of  Wnrtem^ 
berg  and  Bavaria,  the  grand  duchies  of  Baden  and  Hesse,  and  the  hereditarj 
dominions  of  Austria.  Austria  consents  to  her  exclusion  from  Gkrmany,  but 
loses  no  territory  save  the  kingdom  of  Lombardo-Venetia. 

Italy  gains  what  Austria  loses,  and  no  more.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that 
she  will  obtain  the  southern  Tyrol. 

The  southwestern  states  will  remain  each  in  nominal  and  temporary  inde- 
pendence. A  southern  confederacy  (word  of  ominous  sound)  is  improbable,  and 
is  certainly  not  desirable  for  those  powers,  or  for  Austria.  Such  an  imitation  of 
the  Rhenish  confederation  of  1809  would  seem  to-day  a  very  stale  anachronism. 

The  details  as  to  the  varioi^)  money  payments  will  probably  have  Ix^sen  made 
public  before  this  reaches  you,  and  are  of  but  temporary  importance.  If  there 
be  danger  to  the  future  peace  of  Europe  growing  out  of  these  transactionB, 
which  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  is  not  the  case,  that  danger  might  be  expected 
from  France.  • 

It  is  possible  that  the  manner  in  which  French  policy  has  been  somewhat 
baffled,  and  the  influence  of  the  Emperor  on  the  continent  to  a  certain  extent 
superseded,  may  cause  dissatisfaction  and  even  resentment.  The  sudden  ces- 
sion of  Venetia  to  France,  immediately  after  the  disaster  of  Koniggratz,  did 
not  entirely  answer  tlie  purpose  contemplated.  The  Austrian  army  of  the  south 
was  but  liberated  in  part  for  service  against  Prussia  in  the  north,  and  France 
did  not  effectually  interpose  herself  between  Austria  and  either  of  her  enemies. 

The  injury  which  Italy  considered  herself  to  have  received  in  the  cession, 
abortive  as  it  proved,  has  probably  excited  animosity  on  her  part  against  the 
French  sovereign. 

On  the  other  hand,  Austria  may,  perhaps,  feel  that  the  pledge  of  armed  and 
therefore  effective  mediation,  which  she  is  stated  to  have  received,  was  but  a 
phrase  signifying  nothing. 

There  would  seem  to  have  been  no  very  effective  mediation ;  Prussia  and 
Russia  alone  commanded  the  situation. 

Prussia,  victorious  in  the  field,  has  essentially  dictated  her  terms.  Those 
terms  embody  the  great  political  objects  which  for  years  she  has  steadily  pur- 
sued. With  the  line  of  the  river  Main  in  her  hand  at  last,  she  holds  the  great 
prize  of  her  ambition.  She  has  not  swerved  from  her  purpose,  nor  risked  the 
Josh  of  the  immense  advantages  gained  in  her  three  weeks'  campaign,  in  order 
to  gratify  an  ignoble  vanity,  by  dictating  peace  in  Vienna,  and  an  insolent  hope 
to  humiliate  wantonly  a  brave  but  unfortunate  rival. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  the  attempt  to  force  the  Danube  might  have  ended 
in  a  Prussian  disaster.  The  imperial  army  would  certainly  have  done  its  best  to 
make  it  one. 

It  would  seem  probable  that  this  June  campaign  will  have  ultimately  effected 
'  what  it  has  been  me  steady  object  of  the  Napoleonic  policy  to  prevent,  the  union 
of  Italy  and  the  union  of  Germany. 

There  will  probably  be  no  schemes  in  future  for  an  Italian  confederaqjr,  with 
the  Pope  for  president,  while  the  Germanic  confederation  of  monarchs  is  at  last 
buried.     It  has  long  been  dead. 

We  i|^  America,  who  have  learned  by  bitter  experience,  the  difference  between 
the  words  union  and  confederation,  can  well  appreciate  the  strength  to  be  gained 
by  both  Italy  and  Germany  in  the  union  which  they  seem  on  the  verge  of 
achieving. 

1  say  strength.  The  future  must  decide  whether  out  of  that  strength  is  to  go 
forth  the  sweetness  of  political  liberty.  The  most  thoughtful  patiiots  of  Ger- 
many have  usnally  felt,  I  believe,  that  a  strong  and  united  Germany  would  at 
Jast  become  a  free  Germany.  If  the  result  of  all  this  boodshed  was  to  be  mere 
Offisarism,  and  the  appearance  of  one  powerful  military  despotism  the  more. 
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httmaoity  would  have  gained  bat  little  by  this  brief  bat  mighty  conflict.  I  can- 
not believe  in  snch  a  result. 

What  is  called  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  has  been  suddenly  changed. 
But  powers  must  balance  themselves  at  last  by  their  intrinsic  weight,  and  it  is 
hardly  possible  for  sovereigns  or  politicians  to  prevent  material  and  intellectual 
growth,  in  various  directions,  however  it  may  disturb  an  artificial  equilibrium ;  nor 
can  the  laws  of  political  accretion,  gravitation,  and  sympathy  be  permanently 
resisted  by  diplomatic  combinations. 

The  constitution  of  the  North  German  Union  is  hardly  yet  a  recognized 
political  fact,  but  already  there  are  indications  of  the  attraction  which  that  new 
and  powerful  body  may  exercise  on  the  other  members  of  the  German  system. 
It  would  not  be  a  very  wild  prophecy  to  say  that,  ei*e  many  years  are  gone,  the 
people  of  Baden,  Wurtemberg,  and  even  Bavaria,  may  be  represented  in  the  great 
G^nnan  parliament,  and  the  sovereigns  of  those  states  be  in  much  the  same 
position  as  that  in  which  those  of  Hanover,  Saxony,  and  the  rest,  already  are. 
This  will  mainly  depend  on  the  future  direction  of  Prussian  policy.  If  it  proves 
to  be  one  of  repressive  and  aggressive  absolutism,  a  mere  military  despotism,  its 
triumph  will  perhaps  be  short-lived,  and  popular  revolutions,  whether  successful 
or  not,  may  reveal  that  a  national,  and  therefore  democratic  principle,  however 
disguised  or  denied,  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  prodigious  success  just  achieved 
by  Prussia. 

Austria,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  has  gained  in  reality  by  what  seemed  her  disaster. 
Never,  in  public  or  private,  in  the  journals  or  in  the  debates  of  the  Reichsrath 
was,  so  for  as  I  know,  the  possibility  of  ceding  Venetia  admitted.  To  allude  to 
the  step  was  almost  like  treason,  and  the  most  conclusive  reasons  against  it, 
political,  historical,  and  topographical,  were  always  ready. 

Yet  the  step  was  taken  in  a  moment,  and  time  will  show,  I  hope,  that  it  was 
not  a  step  off  a  precipice,  but  a  safe  movement  in  a  progressive  direction. 

A  fifty  years'  captive,  artificially  chained,  has  been  released  and  permitted  to 
follow  the  law  of  more  natural  attachment. 

An  end  has  come,  it  may  be  hoped,  to  the  struggles  of  centuries  between  the 
house  of  Austria  and  the  government  of  France,  whether  under  Valois,  Bourbon, 
or  Bonaparte,  for  the  control  of  Italy ;  and  Austria,  having  unlimited  resources, 
a  population  of  thirty- three  millions,  bound  to  her  reigning  house  by  historical 
traditions,  feudal  attachments,  and  legal  sanctions,  may  enter,  if  she  shapes  her 
course  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  on  a  new  career  of  prosperity  and 
advancement. 

It  is  feared  by  those  inclined  to  despond  that  the  German  provinces  of  the 
empire  will  irresistibly  gravitate  to  the  northern  union ;  that  their  populations, 
refusing  to  be  excluded  from  Germany,  will  forget  their  loyalty  to  the  empire. 

There  is  danger,  no  doubt,  from  this  source,  and  the  heterogeneousness  of  the 
population  of  the  empire,  and  the  apparent  mutual  reluctance  of  the  various  races 
to  amalgamation,  have  always  constituted  an  embarrassment  for  the  government. 

Hitherto,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  years  from  1861  to  1865.  daring 
which  the  experiment  of  th  Reichsrath  was  tried,  the  sole  union  has  been  found 
in  absolutism. 

The  problem  now  to  be  sol^d,  and  pressing  for  solution,  is  how  to  satifefy  the 
claims  of  Hungary,  which  has  not  abated  a  jot  of  her  demands  for  absolute  in- 
dependence ;  and  Hungarian  parliament  governments  and  those  of  the  Germanic 
provinces,  which  certainly  will  not  be  more  content  with  their  present  depriva- 
tion of  representative  goveriynent  should  Hungary  achieve  her  objects,  and 
North  Germany  realize  the  popular  hope  in  the  national  parliament. 

Meantime  we  have  martial  law  in  Vienna,  (proclaimed  on  July  26,)  and  the 
journals  are,  theref^e,  doubtly  cautions  in  expressing  opinions  on  all  political 
subjects. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


682  DIPLOMATIC   COBHESPONDENCE. 

The  corporation  of  the  city,  in  the  person  of  the  burgomaster,  has  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate with  the  Emperor  on  the  political  condition  of  affairs,  and  has  received 
a  somewhat  curt  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  202.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  August.  15,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  No.  196  of  July  17.  Since 
my  last  of  August  1,  No.  201,  I  have  not  had  the  power  to  communicate  any 
important  intelligence  of  a  political  nature,  nor  would  it  be  possible  for  me  to  do 
60  to-day. 

The  armistice  between  Austria  and  Italy,  just  concluded,  runs  from  the  13th  of 
August  till  the  10th  of  September ;  that  between  this  empire  and  Prussia  ex- 
pires at  the  end  of  tlie  month.  There  can  hardly  be  a  reasonable  doubt  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  will  be  signed  between  the  various  belligerents  before  the  ex- 

Eiration  of  the  amistices.  You  are  aware  that  separate  negotiations  are  going  on 
etween  Prussia  and  the  governments  of  Baden,  Ducal-Hesse,  Wurtemberg,  and 
Bavaria. 

The  telegraph  will  probably  bring  you  the  actual  result  of  the  negotiations 
before  this  despatch  can  reach  you.  It  would  be  entirely  superfluous  for  me, 
therefore,  to  indulge  in  speculation  as  to  what  those  results  in  detail  are  likely 
to  be.    Moreover,  the  details  have  no  very  vital  interest  for  us. 

That  in  Germany  a  great  power  of  the  first  class  has  suddenly  risen  to  over- 
shadowing greatness,  is  already  a  historical  fact.  That  there  arc  no  real  sovereigns 
in  Grermany  north  of  the  Main  line,  except  Prussia ;  that  south  of  that  line  there 
are  only  two  kingdoms  of  comparatively  little  sti'ength,  one  grand  duchy  and  a 
fragment  of  another,  besides  the  possessions  of  the  Austrian  dynasty.  These  are 
also  facts  not  likely  to  be  materially  altered  by  the  treaties  which  are  soon  to 
sanction  them.  The  unification  of  Italy,  so  far  as  the  Austrian  dominion  in 
Venetia  was  an  obstacle  to  it,  has  become  fai*  more  probable  than  ever. 

The  Roman  question,  now  rapidly  approaching  its  solution,  if  the  September 
convention  be  fulfilled,  will  be  watched  by  the  whole  world  with  palpitating 
interest.  So,  also,  the  process  of  consolidating  the  new  German  union,  under  the 
sceptre  of  Prussia,  will  present  problems  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  grave 
or  exciting  to  all  who  find  something  more  important  in  contemporary  history 
than  a  political  game. 

The  present  indications  are  that  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  human  progress  is  to 
gain  by  the  triumph  of  the  Prussian  army.  A  parliament  chosen  by  universal 
sufirage,  with  vote  by  hallot,  through  a  country  inhabited  by  thirty  millions  of 
an  industrious,  highly  civilized,  and  intellectual  *ice,  can  hardly  fail,  one  would 
hope,  to  achieve  some  good  for  humanity. 

One  must  trust,  until  events  forbid  such  reasonable  hopes,  that  all  this  blood 
has  not  been  shed  in  vain,  and  that  a  new  and  vast  military  Csesarism  is  not  to 
be  the  substitute  fgr  the  small  sovereignties  into  which  North  Germany  has  so 
long  been  subdivided. 

The  treaty  of  Westphalia  sanctioned  but  did  not  create  Jhe  disunion  of  the 
consequent  weakness  into  which  the  course  of  history  for  centuries  had  reduced 
the  German  nation.  Three  hundred  dynastic  families  were  established  in  the 
powers  which  they  had  gained,  at  the  expense  of  the  German  people,   "^e  Bund, 
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in  the  early  days  of  this  century,  confined  the  reduction  of  these  three  hundred 
principalities  to  three  dozen,  and  presented  the  resemblence  of  a  national  union, 
which  was  only  a  league  of  monarchs.  Peace  was  kept  in  Germany  by  this 
machinery,  at  the  expense  of  the  national  strength,  nntil  the  antagonism  between 
the  only  two  members  of  the  Bund  possessing  political  powetr  burst  the  rope  of 
sand. 

Whether  the  great ^  German  power  now  taking  so  prominent  a  place  among 
the  nations  will  be  a  liberal,  constitutional  state,  will  be  shown  in  the  immediate 
future. 

But  these  speculations  you  will  probably  think  out  of  place  in  a  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence. Moreover,  the  politics  of  North  Germany,  which  is  now  synony- 
mous with  Prussia,  are  not  in  my  sphere  of  duty,  and  I  must  abstain  from  tres- 
passing upon  matter  belonging  to  our  able  representative  at  Berlin.  For  the 
same  reasons,  I  avoid  expressing  any  opinions  as  to  the  immediate  future  of 
Italy. 

So  soon  as  the  conclusion  of  peace  gives  leisure  for  Austria  to  occupy  itself 
exclusively  with  its  internal  affairs,  the  politics  of  this  empire  will  become 
deeply  interesting,  and  will  engage  my  anxious  attention.  For  the  present  there 
is  an  interim,  but  the  consideration  of  Hungarian  affairs  and  the  general  consti- 
tutional questions  cannot  be  much  longer  deferred,  . 

I  cannot  regard  the  so-called  exclusion  of  Austria  from  Germany  as  an  un- 
mitigated evil  to  this  empire.  As  already  intimated,  treaties  are  apt  rather  to 
register  results  than  to  create  new  facts. 

There  having  been  nothing  since  the  peace  of  Westphalia  that  could  be  legally 
or  philosophically  called  Germany,  and  there  being  no  reasonable  ground  for 
supposing  that  leagues  or  treaties  to  be  made  in  future  between  this  empire  and 
such  other  German  powers  as  exist  may  not  be  as  beneficial  at  least  as  the 
extinguished  Bund,  I  do  not  feel  that  the  vital  interests  of  Austria  are  preju- 
diced by  a  phrase  which  at  first  seemed  so  painful.  There  are  elements  of  a 
magnificent  future  in  this  empire,  boundless  resources  if  properly  employed, 
and  the  variety  of  races  which  ever  threatens  the  stability  of  the  realm  might  be 
made  a  source  of  strength,  instead  of  weakness,  if  the  constitutional  problem  can 
be  satisfactorily  solved.  The  German  element  cannot  be  eliminated  by  a  treaty 
article  from  a  state  inhabited  by  ten  millions  of  Germans.  With  so  large  a  portion 
of  that  mother  race,  from  which  the  civilization  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe 
and  America  is  almost  exclusively  derived,  as  one  great  ingredient,  and  with 
other  very  noble  national  components,  which  have  never  yet  manifested  all  their 
splendid  capabilities,  because  generally  in  discord,  instead  of  harmony  with  the 
forces  which  ought  to  produce  together  an  organic  whole,  it  is  impossible  not  to 
trust  in  better  days  for  Austria,  dating  from  what  seems  an  epoch  of  disaster. 

I  make  no  allusions,  for  the  reasons  already  given,  to  the  claims  of  France 
upon  Pi-ussia,  nor  to  the  possible  embarrassments  with  Bavaria,  threatening 
symptoms  of  war,  which  will  probably  die  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr*  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  208  ]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  October  17,  1866. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  has  made  a  brief  visit  to  Vienna,  arriving  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  leaving  the  city  this  morning  for  Trieste.  ^ 
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A  copy  of  your  circular  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United 
States  recommending  him  to  their  friendly  offices  was  received  by  me  in  advance 
of  his  arrival,  together  with  a  list  of  questions  in  regard  to  the  naval  establish- 
ments of  this  empire,  which  he  desired  me  to  have  placed  in  the  proper  channel. 

The  subject  has  been  laid  before  the  imperial  royal  government,  in  a  note  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  his  Excellency  Count  Mensdorff,  and  I  am  assured,  in  a  private 
interview  on  the  subject,  that  due  attention  will  be  given  to  thewishesof  the  United 
States  government.  I  will  forward  the  answer  to  my  communication  as  soon  as 
it  reaches  me. 

I  also  requested  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  both  Verbally  and  by  note, 
that  the  necessary  facilities  might  be  afforded  to  Mr.  Fox,  upon  his  proposed 
visit  of  inspection  to  the  naval  establishments  of  Trieste  and  Pola. 

In  an  interview  with  Count  Metisdorff,  who  received  him  in  the  most  cordial 
manner,  Mr.  Fox  exprc'ssed  his  admiration  of  the  late  brilliant  achievements  of 
Admiral  Tegetthoff,  and  his  desire  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  that  distinguished 
commander.  The  minister  accordingly  invited  Mr.  Fox  (as  well  as  myself)  to 
dine  on  the  following  day  to  meet  the  admiral.  It  happened,  however,  that  the 
admiral  was  engaged  to  dine  with  the  Archduke  Albert,  but  on  the  following 
evening  I  had  the  pleasure  of  introdncing  him  and  Mr.  Fox  to  each  other  at  mj 
own  house.  On  the  same  evening,  I  received  a  note  from  Count  Mensdoift 
stating  that  the  Emperor  would  receive  Mr.  Fox  at  a  certain  hour  next  day,  and 
requesting  that  I  would  accompany  and  present  him  to  his  Majesty. 

As  the  Emperor  was  about  to  leave  Vienna  almost  immediately  on  a  somewhat 
extensive  tour,  it  had  been  thought  best  by  Mr  Fox  and  myself  not  to  make 
formal  application  for  an  audience,  and  it  was  therefore  the  more  complimentary 
to  the  United  States,  and  to  so  distinguished  a  member  of  its  government  as  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  interview  was  thus  arranged. 

The  Emperor  received  Mr.  Fox  with  much  courtesy,  made  many  remarks 
expressive  of  his  special  admiration  of  the  recent  naval  hisf<»ryof  the  United  States, 
addressed  his  sincere  compliments  to  Mr.  Fox  as  its  efficient  and  distinguished 
representative,  and  hoped  that  he  would  visit  the  imperial  establishments  at 
Trieste  and  Pola. 

I  think  that  Mr.  Fox  is  with  reason  satisfied  with  the  attention  shown  to  him 
during  his  very  brief  visit  to  Vienna. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wasltinglony  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  211.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  October  31,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  appears  only  too  probable  that  a  terrible  crime  has  just  been  attempted 
in  Prague.  The  public  journals  will  have  brought  yon  by  means  of  the  telegraph, 
long  before  the  arrival  of  this  despatch,  full  details  of  the  event,  and  of  the 
results  of  the  examination  now  in  progress.  On  inquiry  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  yesterday,  \  found  it  considered  hardly  doubtful  that  a  foul  attempt  upon 
the  life  of  the  Emperor  had  been  made — a  sovereign  ever  most  conscientious  in 
the  discharge  of  hi^  great  office,  who  at  that  very  moment  was  engaged  in 
dispensing  very  liberal  charities  with  his  own  hand  throughout  the  provinces 
lately  desolated  by  a  cruel  war,  which  he  and  his  ministers  had  done  their  best  to 
avert.     For  the  moment  I  can  do  no  better  than  translate  the  paragraph  refer- 
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ring  to  this  deplorable  affair  in  the  official  gazette  of  yesterday  morning,  as 
nothing  farther  or  more  accurate  than  this  acconnt  is  thns  far  known. 

I  am  conscious  that  my  despatch  will  of  necessity  be  antiquated  before  it 
comes  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  States  WaskingtOTh  D,  C 


(Translation.) 
ExtraUfioM  a  Utter  writUn  Jrom  Prague  to  the  yUnna  Gazette  of  OUaber  30,  1866. 

Ontlie  evening  on  which  his 'Majesty  visited  the  Bohemian  National  theatre,  the  27th,  the 
English  captfdD,  Hng^h  P.  F.  Pahner,  (lodging  in  the  Hotel  d'Aogleterre, )  was  waiting  to  see 
his  Majesty  drive  awav  from  the  theatre.  At  the  moment  in  which  the  Emperor  was  getting 
into  the  carriage  to  take  his  seat,  Captain  Palmer  asserts  that  he  observed  a  man  who  was 
raising  his  right  hand,  armed  with  a  pistol,  against  the  carriage.  Captain  Palmer,  examined 
on  oath  before  a  court  of  justice,  declares  that  he,  when  leaving  the  theatre,  saw  two  men 
walking  np  and  down  before  it,  one  of  whom,  by  an  accidental  movement  of  the  hand, 
allowed  an  object  to  be  noticed,  which  seemed  to  resemble  a  pistol ;  that  it  really  was  one, 
witness  could  not  declare  on  oath.  He  asserts,  however,  in  that  moment  to  have  acquired 
the  conviction  that  the  man  had  a  pistol.  This  conviction  had  induced  him  to  keep  a  close 
eye  upon  the  man  in  question.  After  the  second  person  had  retired  in  the  direction  of  the 
chain  bridge,  the  other  one  had  come  forward  towards  the  carriage<door  of  the  Emperor  at 
the  instant  he  was  entering  the  carriage,  and  had  not  stretched  out  the  right  handj  out  had 
bent  it  in  the  elbow-joint,  (Sic:  Soudem  im  ellbogengelenke  gebogen,)  aiming  with  a  pistol 
towards  the  interior  of  the  carriage.  The  captain  saw  that  the  pistol  was  cocked,  but  did 
not  see  whether  it  was  furnished  with  a  percussion  cap.  He  now  threw  his  left  arm  aronnd 
the  neck  of  the  suspected  person,  seized  nis  riffht  arm  and  pressed  it  downwards,  whereby  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  man  let  the  pistol  slide  into  his  pocket.  At  the  same  moment  his 
Majesty*s  carriage  rolled  by,  upon  which  the  captain  pressed  the  man  across  the  street 
towar'ls  the  theatre  and  gave  him  into  the  custody  of  the  police  guard,  (communal  wache.) 
On  the  way  the  arrested  man  let  a  small  parcel  mil,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  bit  of 
wom-ont  silk  stuff,  containing  in  a  little  bag  some  powder,  and  in  a  paper  a  small  leaden 
bullet  and  three  percussion  caps.  At  the  police  office  it  appeared  that  the  suspected  indi- 
vidual was  a  journeyman  tailor.  Anthony  rust  by  name,  employed  at  the  Bohemian  theatre. 
He  obstinately  denies  the  charges  made  against  him.  It  soon  became  known,  however, 
through  the  police,  that  a  pistol  had  been  found  the  same  evening  before  the  theatre  by  some 
young  people.  The  pistol  was  loaded  and  at  fall  cock,  but  there  was  no  cap  upon  the 
nipple.  Those  who  found  it  had  no  knowledge  of  the  whole  transaction.  They  had,  in* 
d^,  seen  the  English  captain,  but  had  not  observed  the  arrest  of  Anthony  Pufet.  It  is  to 
be  remarked  that  the  coat-pocket  of  the  accused  is  torn,  and  he  might,  therefore,  have  lost 
the  pistol  while  Palmer  was  pnshing  him  across  the  street 

Such  are  the  facts,  so  far  as  known.  I  repeat,  there  is  still  mnch,  almost  everythins^,  to 
be  explained  before  one  can  come  to  the  mournful  conviction  that  here  lies,  in  very  de^d,  an 
attempt  at  the  horrid  crime  which  one  mi^ht  be  inclined  by  some  of  the  circumstances  to 
believe;  at  any  rate,  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  has  decided.  Scarcely  could  the  ruthless 
deed  be  carriea  beyond  the  criminal  intent,  even  had  it  been  really  conceived  and  under- 
taken.   To  the  honor  of  humanity  we  hope  that  the  examination  wifi  give  a  different  result. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  215.J  *  Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Vienna,  November  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  period  of  stagnation  in  this  empira  which  has  lasted  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  late  disastrous  war  still  continues.  I  have  purposely  refrained  from 
writing  until  there  should  be  new  facts  to  communicate  and  to  comment  upon. 
I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  jour  time  with  finely  academic  or  historical  discussions, 
not  in  place  in  diplomatic  correspondence. 

It  may  not  be  superfluous,  however,  to  say  a  few  words  in  characterixation  of 
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the  preaent  condition  of  afiPairs ;  to  fix  a  point  of  departure,  as  it  were,  for  die 
course  of  events  to  be  expected  in  the  immediate  futore. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  deny  that  a  feeling  of  discouragement  and  discon- 
tent pervades  all  classes.  The  physical  misery  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
is  very  great.  It  Would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  destitution  and  suffering 
in  Bohemia,  Moravia,  Silesia,  and  other  provinces,  late  the  seat  of  war,  and  even 
in  the  capital  itself.  The  wealthier  classes,  which  have  themselves  suffered  enor- 
mously, have  been  liberal  and  energetic,  from  the  highest  nobles  down,  in  reliev- 
ing the  awful  distress,  and  ministeriog  to  the  wants  of  an  almost  starving  popu- 
lation. The  Emperor  has  just  returned  from  a  tour  in  those  provinces,  where  he 
has  been  received  with  demonstrations  of  loyalty,  and  where  he  has  given  very 
generously  from  his  own  private  purse  to  the  cities,  villages,  and  individuals 
most  afflicted  by  the  late  disastrous  event. 

Bat  individuals  can  unfortunately  do  little.  The  productive  enei^ies  of  a 
population  can  alone  create  or  restore  national  wealth,  and  without  extensive 
changes  in  the  system  by  which  capital  is  accumulated  and  distributed  through- 
out this  ancient  empire  it  is  not  easy  to  indulge  in  cheerful  views. 

When  an  industrious  journeyman  shoemaker,  for  example,  cannot  earn  more 
than  from  three  to  five  paper  florins  by  a  week's  hard  work  in  the  capital ;  when 
an  agricultural  laborer  can  scarcely  gain  more  than  twenty  cents  a  day  by  toihng 
from  morning  till  night,  and  when  the  taxes  throughout  the  empire  are  already 
so  high  that  according  to  official  statement  they  can  scarcely  be  increased,  in 
spite  of  a  yearly  deficit  of  fifty  or  sixty  millions,  steadily  increasing,  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  the  nation  to  grqw  rich  or  for  the  poor  not  to  grow  poorer. 

With  an  almost  universal  distress  and  discontent,  resulting  from  a  long  series 
of  historical  events  prevailing  in  the  land,  the  government  is  now  called  upon 
to  solve  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  ever  presented  to  statesmen.  Some 
means  must  be  discovered,  and  that  ere  long,  of  uniting  into  a  whole  the  various 
kingdoms  and  provinces  subject  to  the  imperial  sceptre,  when  men  are  speaking 
and  writing  openly  in  the  capital  itself  of  the  possibly  approaching  dissolution 
of  the  empire. 

On  the  19th  of  this  month  nineteen  diets  will  assemble  in  the  capitals  of  the 
various  kingdoms  and  provinces.  Voices  enough  will  be  heard  in  these  assem- 
blies to  describe  the  dangers  and  the  difficulties  besetting  the  progress  of  the 
state,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  remedies  suggested  will  be  almost  as  numer- 
ous as  the  assemblies.  The  so-called  centralist  parly  is  supposed  to  be  entirely 
defeated.  There  are  few  that  believe  now  in  the  possibility  of  a  united  impe- 
rial parliament  for  the  whole  empire.  The  February  constitution  of  1861,  with- 
out having  ever  been  fairly  bom,  has  gone  to  the  limbo  of  departed  efforts  at 
political  organization.  Four  years  were  consumed  in  the  honest  and  earnest 
attempt,  while,  since  the  suspension  of  that  February  patent,  in  September,  1865, 
there  has  been  a  persistent  negotiation  with  Hungary,  in  the  hope  of  coming  to 
some  understanding  with  that  kingdom.  Those  negotiations  were  duly  chroni- 
cled in  this  correspondence,  until  the  point  at  which  they  were  interrupted  by 
the  great  war  just  concluded.  They  will  be  resumed  on  the  19th.  The  result 
(j{  t£e  deliberations  hitherto  has  been  to  establish  in  the  most  public  manner 
possible,  that  Hungary  will  never  ceass  to  regard  herself  as  an  entirely  independ- 
ent and  self-dependent  nation,  willing  to  treat,  as  one  independent  state  does 
with  another,  upon  the  possibility  of  inventing  some  working  machinery  by  which 
she  cati  regulate  such  affairs  as  she  may  have  in  common  with  other  kingdoms 
and  states  subject,  like  herself,  W)  the  hereditary  sway  of  the  Hapsburg  dy- 
nasty. 

This  position  persisted  in  is  necessarily  a  negation  of  any  imperial  sovereignty. 
Yet  from  this  poseition  there  has  been  no  sign  of  swerving. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  separatory,  the  disintegrating  tendencies  are  more  rife 
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tban  ever  before  on  this  side  of  the  Leitha.  Each  nationality  is  more  than  ever 
disposed  to  assert  its  independence  and  repel  the  other  integrals  of  the  one 
great  whole  which  is  known  as  the  Austrian  empire.  Espeeiallj  is  this  visible 
in  Bohemia,  where  about  one-half  of  the  population  of  fiye  millions  belongs  to 
the  Czech  branch  of  the  Sclavonic  family,  and  are  beginning  to  manifest  as  much 
exclusive  loyalty  to  the  crown  of  Wenceslaus  as  do  the  Magyars  to  that  of  St. 
Stephen.  The  Polish  nationality,  too,  is  also,  as  ever,  irrepressible,  more  or  less 
discontented,  and  ready  for  any  favorable  opportunity  for  reasserting  its  buried 
sovereignty.  But  a  far  greater  danger  than  all  is  likely  to  be  found  at  some 
day,  more  or  less  distant,  in  the  German  nationality.  Should  the  great  Germany 
north  of  the  Main  constitute  itself  as  firmry  and  as  liberally  as  the  initiatory 
movements  have  been  rapidly  and  energetically  carried  out,  it  is  not  easy  to  see 
how  the  immense  attraction  of  such  a  body  upon  the  German  provinces  of  Aus- 
tria can  be  neutralized,  except  by  a  liberal  and  far-seeing  constitutional  and 
united  policy  for  the  whole  empire.  Federal  autonomy,  dualism,  disintegration, 
would  seem  the  right  means  to  strengthen  the  enemies  and  to  dishearten  the 
friends  of  the  empire. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  centrifugal  tendencies  are  very  powerful  at 
present,  and  that  it  will  need  all  the  energy  and  all  the  ingenuity  of  the  states- 
men intrusted  with  the  control  of  government  to  devise  a  bond  of  union 

Hitherto  that  bond  has  been  provided  by  the  sceptre  and  the  sword,  by  absolute 
dominion,  in  short.  No  other  exists  at  present,  for  no  constitutional  scheme  has 
yet  been  devised  that  was  not  bitterly  denounced  and  rejected  by  some  powerful 
portion  or  other  of  the  various  nationalities.  Yet  military  absolutism  does  not 
s^m  likely  to  be  the  most  practical  or  beneficent  form  of  government  for  the 
coming  years  in  Europe. 

This  much  of  the  recent  past,  and  of  the  immediate  present,  I  have  thought 
it  not  amiss  to  recall  to  your  attention,  in  order  to  furnish  a  preface,  as  it  were, 
to  whatever  of  current  history  in  this  empire  it  may  soon  become  my  duty  to 
sketch  or  to  comment  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  207.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  Novemher  16,  1866. 
SiE  :  Your  despatch,  No.  211,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the  last 
attempted  assassination  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  at  Prague,  by  one  Anthony 
Pust,  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the  President.  He  desires  me  to 
instruct  you  to  ask  for  an  interview  with  his  Majesty,  and  to  congratulate  him, 
in  (he  name  of  the  United  States,  upon  his  providential  escape  from  the  attempt 
referred  to.  This  proceeding  is  due  to  the  high  personal  character  of  that 
sovereign.  We  are  no  abettors  of  assassination,  whatever  may  be  the  difference 
between  our  political  forms  and  those  of  states  whose  heads  or  other  foiiction- 
aried  may  be  victims  of  that  crime. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Lothrop  Motley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr  Seward  to  Mr  Motley. 

No.  211.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  November  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
14th  instant.  No.  215.  Your  review  of  the  uneasy  situation  in  which  the 
Austrian  empire  has  been  left  by  its  recent  and  disastrous  military  experience, 
is  singularly  graphic  and  comprehensive.  The  success  of  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment in  its  entire  work  of  reorganization  seems  to  me  to  depend  in  a  very 
great  degree  upon  the  success  whicb  it  may  obtain  in  the  efforts  to  satisfy  and 
reconcile  Hungary.  The  telegraph  informs  us  that  those  efforts  are  now  the 
occupation  of  the  Emperor. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  LoTHBOP  Motley,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^r.,  !fc. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  AUSTRIAN  LEGATION. 

Count  Wydenbruck  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  December  26,  1865. ' 

The  Austrian  agricultural  society,  under  the  patronage  of  his  imperial  high- 
ness, the  Archduke  Charles  Louis,  has  determined  to  open  an  exhibition  for 
agricultural  and  woodland  maehiues  next  year  <  in  Vienna,  like  the  one  held 
there  in  1857,  the  result  of  which  was  to  open  an  extensive  market  in  Austria 
for  English  agricultural  machines.  The  increasing  demand  for  agricultural 
machines  in  Austria,  and  the  great  reputation  of  American  machines  in  that 
country,  on  account  of  their  strength  and  the  simplicity  of  their  construction, 
induce  the  society  to  wish  to  see  that  branch  of  American  manufactures  worthily 
represented  in  the  exhibition  of  1866,  convinced  that  such  a  participation  will 
benefit  Austrian  agriculture  and  American  industry. 

With  this  object  in  view.  Prince  Schwarzenberg,  president  of  the  society, 
which  reckons  several  Austrian  archdukes  and  the  largest  landholders  of  the 
empire  among  its  numbers,  requests  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
use  its  influence  with  the  different  State  societies  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  and  the  manufactories  of  agricultural  and  woodland  machines  to 
induce  them  to  take  part  in  our  exhibition. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  *of  Austria,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  Prince 
Schwarzenberg's  letter  and  the  programme  of  the  exhibition  to  the  honorable 
Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  obeys  an  order  of 
his  court  in  requesting  him  to  use  his  good  offices  for  the  success  of  an  enter- 
prise intended  to  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned,  in  sending  with  the  present  many  copies  of  the  programme 
and  advertising  samples,  in  case  the  honorable  Mr.  Seward  chooses  to  make 
use  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  exhibition,  takes  this  occasion  to  reiterate  the 
expression  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WYDENBRUCK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.,  ^ 
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[TranslatioiL] 

Vienna,  November  13, 1865. 

T^  Royal  Imperial  AgpricuUuraL  Society  of  Yiezma  will  hold  ih  grand  agpricultnral  and  in- 
dttstrial  exhibition  in  that  city  next  year,  expressly  for  international  agricaltoral  machines 
and  implements. 

The  society,  which  gave  its  grand  exhibition  in  1857,  had  no  other  desi&pi  than  to  show 
the  condition  of  these  branches  of  indastry  in  past  years  in  Aastria,  and  the  wonderful 
present  improvement  of  agricaltoral  machines ;  bat  when  the  agricultnral  society  endeavored, 
at  its  last  exhibition,  to  procure  a  large  collection,  through  English  machine  manufactories, 
and  thereby  induce  an  extensive  use  of  them  in  Austria,  and  were  only  partially  successful , 
the  iiommittee  for  next  year's  exhibition  determined  to  have  a  collection  of  American  agri- 
cultural machines  and  implements,  as  their  solidity  and  the  simplicity  of  thair  structure 
make  their  introduction  into  Austria  very  desirable. 

Mow  everything  is  quite  read^  for  next  summer,  and  the  Royal  Imperial  Society  puts  itself 
in  communication  with  the  agncultural  unions  of  the  United  States  by  sending  these  pro- 
grammes and  advertisements,  toencoura^  machine  factors  of  that  country  to  contribute  largelv 
to  this  exhibition ;  and  the  committee  ot  arrangements  has  also  determined  to  address  a  high 
authority,  asking  aid  for  the  separate  states  in  their  efforts,  and  especially  to  help  the  ma- 
chine factors,  so  thev  can  transmit  their  work  in  a  proper  manner. 

As  a  reason  for  this  request,  the  committee  of  arrangements  must  remind  you  that  the 
present  Vienna  exhil^tion  will  in  no  way  compare  with  many  similar  exhibitions  held  of  late 
years  in  Germany,  (as  in  Hamburg  and  Cologne;)  for  most  of  these,  not  to  say  anything  in 
their  disparagement,  were  solely  intended  to  make  money. 

This  Vienna  enterprise  is  an  effort  of  the  first  agricultural  society  in  the  Austrian  empire — 
a  society  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  persons,  the  largest  landholders  and  the  digni- 
taries of  the  country ;  and  twelve  members  of  the  imperial  house  of  Austria  belong  to  it. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  society  the  sum  of  20,000  francs  was  voted  for  the  increased 
estimates  for  the  expenses  of  the  exhibition.  ' 

The  council  and  commune  of  the  royal  imperial  capital  and  residence,  city  of  Vienna, 
have  tendered  their  welcome  assistance. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  have  detemuned  to  make  this  exhibition  worthv  of  the  so- 
ciety and  of  the  state,  and  will  certainly  succeed,  as  it  will  be  joined  by  the  twenty-sixth 
assembly  of  the  German  Land  and  Forest  Company,  which  is  already  extensively  known  by 
its  annual  reports. 

The  committee  expresses  the  eonviction  thut  American  machine  factors,  frpm  the  great 
need  of  agricultural  machines  in  Austria,  will  do  as  good  business  as  the  English  did  in  the 
exhibition  of  1857. 

The  committee  also  request  that  consuls  be  empowered,  or  special  agents  appointed,  if 
thought  necessaiy,  to  inquire  about  the  machines  and  utensils  intended  for  sale. 

As  the  committee  of  arrangements  desires  to  complete  its  work,  the  above  requests  are  re- 
peated ;  and  it  informs  all  other  societies  that  it  is  ready  to  give  any  information  on  the  sdb- 
joct. 

By  the  Exhibition  Committee : 

JOHANN  ADOLPH, 
*  Fatrst  von  SchtDarzenberg. 

CARL  GUNDAKEN  SUTHEN,  Riaer. 

The  President. 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Count  Wydenbruck. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  11,  1866. 

The  undersigned.  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Count  Wydenbruck's  note  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  and  to  state  in  reply,  that  so  soon  as  the  printed  programmes  and  forms 
which  accompanied  it  shall  have  been  rendered  into  English,  the  attention  of 
the  governors  of  the  several  States  will  be  called  to  the  proposed  exhibition  for 
agricultural  machines,  &c.,  to  be  held  at  Vienna  during  the  present  year,  the 
importance  of  which  is  fully  appreciatefl  and  the  success  of  which  cannot  be 
doubted. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Count  Wydenbruck  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration. 


Count  WvoENBRugK,  ^.,  ^c.,  Sfp. 

Ad.  n  r. 


W.  HUNTER,  n^Qgl^       • 
Acting  l^ecrefafy 
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Gaunt  Wydenbruck  to 'Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  27, 1866. 

Sir  :  The  imperial  government  of  Austria  having  become  acquainted  through 
the  daily  press  with  a  circular  of  General  Marmora's,  which  endeavors  to  rep- 
resent the  government  of  the  King,  Victor  Emanuel,  as  obliged  to  take  measures 
of  defence  against  the  threatening  projects  of  Austria,  the  imperial  government 
has  addressed  to  its  representatives  in  Paris,  London,  and  St.  Petersburg  a 
despatch  demonstrating  the  futility  of  these  accusations. 

My  government  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  transmit  to  its  missions  a  copy 
of  this  despatch,  with  instructions  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  governments 
to  whom  they  have  the  honor  to  be  accredited.  In  compliance  with  this  order. 
I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you,  sir,  a  copy  of  the  said  despatch  in  the  enclosure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
obedient  servant, 

WYDENBRUCK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^.,  S^. 


[Translation.  ] 

Copy  of  a  despatch  to  the  imperial  missions  at  Paris,  Londouy  and  St.  Petersburg,  dated  Vi- 
enna, April  27,  iSot). 

I  have  the  honor  to  transniii,  annexed,  copy  of  the  despatch  to  Count  Karolyi,  the  sending 
of  which  I  announced  to  you  by  telegram  yesterday. 

We  have  given  too  many  pledges  of  our  pacitic  intentions ;  it  is  too  evident  that  neither 
the  policy  ot  the  imperial  government  nor  the  interast^  of  Austria  are  in  accord  with  aggres- 
sive projects  to  admit  of  doubt  in  Europe  of  the  sincerity  of  our  language.  In  face  of  prep- 
urations  making  in  Italy  on  a  vast  scale,  and  when  the  conquest  of  one  of  onr  provinces  has 
long  been  an  avowed  aim  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the  government  of  King  Victor  Euianaei, 
there  would  need  be  inconceivable  blindness  on  our  part  were  we  not  to  take  precautions  in- 
dispensable to  our  defence.  Besides  our  land  frontier,  we  have  on  the  side  of  Italy  a  Iod^ 
stretch  of  coast  to  protect.  Our  troops,  distributed  as  they  were  throughout  the  interior  of 
the  empire,  and  reduced  to  their  minimum,  would  not  suffice  to  cover  all  the  exposed  points, 
which  often  are  separated  by  long  distances.  In  abandoning  ourselves  to  a  talse  security, 
we  should  only  invite  attack  on  our  dismantled  frontiers.  We  have,  therefore,  ordered  vari- 
ous movements  of  troops,  and  the  replacing  of  our  army  in  Italy  on  a  complete  fx>ting. 

These  measures,  I  repeat,  are  only  of  most  strictly  deCensive  character,  and  it  does  not 
enter  the  thought  of  the  imperial  government  to  provoke  a  war  with  any  power, 

Yoa  can  renew  this  assurance  in  the  most  formal  manner ;  but  we  regard  it  at  the  same 
time  to  be  an  imperative  duty  to  neglect  nothing  to  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  to  repel 
armed  invasion. 

No  cabinet,  I  believe,  would  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  advising  us  to  act  othe^ 
wise,  for  none  could  be  willing,  in  the  actual  condition  of  things,  to  guarantee  the  inviola- 
bility of  our  frontiers. 

Heceive,  sir,  &c 


Mr.  Seward  to  Count  Wydenbruck. 

i  Depahtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  July  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledg  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  yon  ad- 
dressed to  me  on  the  8th  of  July  instant,  with  its  accompaniment,  a  copy  of  the 
imperial  manifesto  of  Austria  on  the  subject  of  the  war  between  that  state  and 
Prnssia,  and  of  a  correspondence  relatijjg  to  the  same  subject. 

Those  very  interesting  papers  have  been  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  has  been  pleased  to  say  that  they  will  receive  his  consider- 
ate examination. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  ser^mt, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Count  Wypenbruck,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  ifc.  ^ 
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Count  T^ydenhruck  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  November  16, 1866. 

Several  Atistrian  subjects  established  at  Matamoras,  in  Mexican  territory,  have 
bnfifered  losses  more  or  less  considerable  from  a  body  of  soldiery,  led  by  officers, 
all  belonging  to  the  United  States  army,  who,  on  the  nights  of  4th  and  5th  of 
February  last,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  unexpectedly  attacked  the  town  of  Bag- 
dad, and  plundered  the  inhabitants. 

These  facts  are  of  too  well-established  notoriety  to  make  it  necessary  to  sup- 
ply fresh  evidence. 

In  consequence  of  these  events  the  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  has  received 
from  the  above-mentioned  Austrian  subjects  twenty -four  different  claims  for  in- 
demnity, to  be  urged  on  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  losses  oc- 
casioned to  them,  as  above  mentioned,  by  federal  soldiers. 

The  claims  amount  to  the  sum  total  of  $88,695  37, 

The  undersigned,  convinced  of  the  legitimacy  of  these  claims,  and  not  doubt- 
ing that  the  ffovemment  of  the  United  States  wilt  acknowledge  their  justice  and 
equity,  and  do  what  is  proper  about  them,  has  the  honor  to  submit  them  here- 
with in  a  synoptic  brief  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  tlie  United  States, 
praying  him  to  request  in  this  affair  a  decision  favorable  to  the  parties  injured. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward 
the  assurance  of  hia  very  high  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


WYDENBRUCK. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Count  Wydenbruck. 
[Extract.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  upon  the  subject  of  claims  against  this  government  by  certain  alleged 
Austrian  subjects  domiciled  in  Mexico. 

The  statement  which  you  submit  is  that  certain  Austrian  subjects,  established 
at  Matamoras,  in  Mexican  territory,  have  suffered  losses,  more  or  less  consider- 
able, from  a  body  of  soldiers  led  by  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  who,  on 
the  nights  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  February  last,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  and  at- 
^  tacked  Bagdad. 

You  remark  that  the  facts  of  that  transaction  are  of  too  well-established  no- 
toriety to  need  fresh  evidence.  You  thereupon  present  iwenty-four  different 
claims,  for  and  in  behalf  of  as  many  persons,  whom  you  represent  to  be  Austrian 
subjects,  for  indemnification  for  losses  occasioned  to  them  by  soldiers  of  th(* 
United  States  in  that  proceeding.  The  claims  amount  to  eighty-eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

[Here  follows  the  list  of  claims,  with  the  names  of  the  claimants.] 

It  is  observable  that  your  note  does  not  represent  that  these  claims  are  pre- 
sented by  direction  of  the  imperial  authority  at  Vienna,  but  they  are  sub- 
knitted  by  yourself  on  the  request  of  the  claimants.  Of  course,  in  this  case,  aH 
in  all  other  cases,  an  examination  of  the  claims  by  this  department  can  be  ex- 
pected only  on  the  ground  that  this  government  is  responsible,  or  is  assumed^it^ 
be  responsible  to  the  government  of  Austria  for  trespasses  by  its  agents,  soldier?. 
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or  servants  against  Austrian  subjects,  who  are,  though  in  a  foreign  country,  en- 
titled, by  their  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  to  his  interfer- 
ence and  protection,  or  at  least  to  his  good  offices  with  this  government. 

With  a  view  that  I  may  determine  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  I  will , 
thank  you  for  information :  First,  upon  the  point  whether  his  imperial  Majesty 
of  Austria  sanctions  these  claims.  Secondly.  In  that  case,  I  will  thank  you 
for  the  proof  that  the  claimants,  who  you  say  are  established  at  Matamoras, 
(which  is  in  a  central  part  of  the  American  continent, )  are  nevertheless  real 
subjects  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  retaining  in  an  American  republican  country 
a  title  to  the  protection  of  the  Austrian  government.  An  answer  to  this  inquiry 
will  necessarily  involve  details  of  the  circumstances,  duration,  and  character  of 
their  establishment  in  Mexico. 

Mexico  has  been  for  four  yeare  a  theatre  of  sanguinary  and  desolating  wars, 
civil  wars,  aggravated  by  foreign  invasion  and  usurpation.  In  these  wars 
Prince  Maximilian,  of  the  imperial  house  of  Austria,  followed  by  bands  of  armed 
soldiers  of  various  European  and  even  African  birth,  and  of  divers  allegiances, 
has  been,  and  yet  is,  an  intervening  militant  belligerent,  and  has  claimed  noth- 
ing leis  than  to  make  himself  an  emperor  of  Mexico.  Although  this  claim  has 
been  continually  disallowed  b^  the  United  States,  yet  it  has  been  at  least  tacitly 
permitted  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  whose  subject  the  same  Maximilian  is.  la 
the  absence  of  any  definite  information,  this  government  must  presume  that  any 
Austrian  subjects  who  are  found  in  Mexico  have  practically  absolved  themselves 
from  their  native  allegiance  and  put  themselves  under  the  supposed  protection 
of  the  belligerent  Austrian  prince  oefore  named,  portions  of  whose  military  forces, 
as  is  understood,  have  been  discharged  from  their  own  proper  national  service 
to  enter  the  prince's  legions,  and  have  even  been  transported  by  the  Emperor's 
agents  to  Mexico.  It  seems  hard  to  believe  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  can 
prefer  claims  against  the  United  States,  which,  according  to  the  logic  of  his  own 
relations,  ought  at  least,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  brought  against  the  Prince 
Maximilian. 

The  archives  of  this  department  are  full  of  claims  submitted  by  persons  who 
allege  themselves  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  indemnities  for  losses 
suftered  by  them  by  many  oppressive  and  violent  acts  at  the  hands  of  that 
Austrian  Prince  Maximilian  and  his  mixed  levies  of  foreign  and  Mexican  sol- 
diers. Hitherto  it  has  not  seemed  to  us  that  we  can  hold  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria to  answer  those  claims.  We  may,  however,  think  that' question  a  legiti- 
mate one  if  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  upon  due  consideration,  shall  have  decided  to 
prosecute  tbe  claims  which  you  have  submitted  against  this  government.  If  it 
could  be  admitted  to  be  lawful  for  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  send  or  permit  his 
soldiers  to  invade  Mexico,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  United  States  could  be 
held  responsible  for  their  soldiers  entering  Mexico,  whether  with  or  without  au- 
thority or  permission. 

The  information  which  I  have  asked  from  you  may  possibly  relieve  the  present  # 
claimants  from  this  embarrassment.  While  awaiting  your  reply,  1  think  it  proper, 
by  way  of  precaution,  to  say  that  the  reports  whicH  have  been  made  to  this 
government  by  the  General  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  are  regarded  as 
showing  conclusively  that  the  proceeding  at  Bagdad  was,  however  it  may  be 
characterized,  an  incident  to  the  war  in  Mexico,  for  which  the  belligerents  them- 
selves ought  to  be  deemed  accountable  to  all  aggrieved  parties,  and  not  the 
United  States,  a  neutral  and  friendly  nation  guarding  its  own  frontier;  that 
none  of  the  persons  who  were  engaged  on  tbe  occasion  were  acting  under  the 
authority  or  permission  of  any  civil  or  military  agents  or  officers  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  this  government  is  in  no  way  liable  to  Austria  or  any  of  her 
subjects,  or  to  the  republic  of  Mexico  or  any  of  its  citizens  or  inhabitants,  or  to 
any  other  party,  for  any  injuries  or  losses  which  may  have  been  iucurred  by 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  693 

them  in  those  proceedings,  how  much  soever  thej  may  in  anj  quarter  be  regretted 
or  condemnedi 

I  am»  sir,  with  high  consideration,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

CbUNT  WyDBNBRUCK,  SfC,,  ifC.,  SfC. 


Count  Wydenhruck  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[TraoBlation.] 

Imperial  Austrian  Legation, 

Washington,  December  5,  1866. 

Sir:  t  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  yon  addressed  to  me  the  28th 
of  last  month,  in  reply  to  mine  of  16th  of  the  same,  bearing  npon  certain  claims 
of  Austrian  subjects  established  at  Bagdad,  and  not  at  Matamoras,  as  your 
excellency's  letter  says,  for  losses  inflicted  on  them  by  a  troop  of  federal  soldiers 
at  the  time  of  the  sudden  attack  on  said  Mexican  city  of  Bagdad,  on  the  night 
between  the  4th  and  5th  of  February  last. 

Your  excellency  desires  to  know  whether  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  my  august 
sovereign,  sanctions  the  claims  above  mentioned*,  and  asks  me,  besides,  to  fur- 
n  ish  the  proofs  that  the  claimants  have  not  lost  the  character  of  Austrian  subjects, 
and  consequently  their  title  to  the  protection  of  the  imperial  government. 

As  to  the  first  point,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that  the  claims  in  qrestion 
came  to  me  directly  from  Mexico,  and  that  having  judged  them  to  be  worthy  of 
your  consideration,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  submit  them  to  you  without  making  , 
reference  to  Vienna. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  call  for  proof  of  the  Austrian  nationality  of  the  claim- 
ants established  at  Bagdad «  (not  at  Matamoras,}  I  supposed  that  this  nation- 
ality, as  well  ^  its  continuity,  was  sufficiently  proven,  the  first  by  the  certifi- 
cates of  nativity  annexed  to  each  one  of  the  claims,  the  second  by  the  counter- 
Bigning  of  such  claims  by  the  superior  authority  at  Bagdad. 

However  that  may  be,  I  would  hasten  to  take  the  steps  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  the  details  Which  you  require  from  me,  Mr.  Secretary  o  f 
State,  if  the  letter  from  your  excellency  did  not  close  with  the  categorical 
declaration  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  consider  itself  in 
any  way  responsible  for  losses  inflicted  on  persons  of  foreign  nationalities  at 
the  time  of  the  pillage  of  Bagdad  by  federal  soldiery. 

In  pi^esence  of  this  declaration,  any  ulterior  step  on  my  part  for  the  purpose 
above  indicated  becomes  without  object,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  meantime 
.  to  take  note  of  this  Jlnale  of  non-reception. 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  discussion  of  the  questions  raised  in  the  letter  of  your 
excellency,  for,  independently  of  the  reserve  imposed  on  me  by  the  attitude  of 
absolute  passivity  maintained  by  the  imperial  court  of  Austria  in  the  Mexican 
question  from  the  outset,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  my  inability  to  comprehend 
in  virtue  of  what  principle  of  international  law,  under  what  serious  title,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  could  eventually  be  disposed  to  cause  to  be 
carried  up  to  my  august  sovereign  responsibility  for  events  which  have  trans- 
pired in  Mexico. 

Let  it  be  permitted  to  me  to  add,  that  whatever  may  be  the  appreciation 
which  your  excellency  may  deem  suitable  to  make  of  pretended  acts  of  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  I  am  none  the  less  convinced  that  his  majesty 
may,  in  this  relation,  rest  without  any  uneasiness  for  his  renown  upon  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  his  contemporaries  and  of  history. 

Accept,  I  pray  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

WYDENBRUCK. 

William  H.  Seward,  ^;.,  ^c,  Sfv, 
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